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SUMMARY. 

3 THE Inut issue of tlits journal was dated 
renrh mail itaac 1" ' ■'■ ■ ■' M:.raciHcs. 



i.ee that date the I 'lowing mails liavt- been 



VI ■ Vf 1 - 

K M 8. Toaafc. Marseilles, May Iff arrd. Juno 35 
H.B.& JVuyoto Morn, London ,. 21 July 5 

..I the following have been forwarded : — 

M V. s r - H - June If 

P. K Q. S. M.iU,-e. Iteming July ~T 



The O. k O. S. fofj'/ '» port, and 
be despatched on the 10th instant. 



riO 



Hii Majesty* the Mikado is making pro- 
gress on his tour to the south. Ha arrived 
at T-.ii, Miye ken, at noon on the -Uh instant. 
His journey has not been marked by any in. 
eident, but his reception has been cordial 
though very qoiet and undemonstrative. 

Ix governmental circles there are no move- 
menu of iutereit to foreigners. Rumours to 



the effect that the final propositions for treaty 
revision haro been prepared, and will be laid 
before the representatives of foreign powers 
in the course of a short time — a few days — oro 
circulated ; bat so much delay has been ex- 
perienced, and so ranch vacillation has been 
shown, that doubts as freely expressed as to 
the treaties ever beinjf "revised if the initiatory 
action must bo Japanese. 

Ai'ViNi XQK will be taken of the negotiations 
for revision to bring to thu notice of the high 
contracting parties certain abuses which bave 
grown up iu the commerce between native 
and foreigner in defiance of, or rather from 
neglect to onforee, the stipulations of the 
treaties. These abuses, though petty in 
origination, exert an adverse influence upon 
that free intercourse between foreign mer- 
chants and the peoplo so essential to their 
common prosperity. An association called 
tbe Machigaisho usurps the illegal mono- 
poly of taxing foreign goods brought into 
or taken out of the settlements, in addition, 
and subsequent to tbe payment of customs 
due* : it also licenses and limits the number of 
persons who are permitted to deal with for 
oignersooniiningtbat privileges to members of 
tbe Maohigaisho; and it farther, by an effec- 
tive combination of the members, controls 
tbe whole import trade of the place. Tbe 
power to do this latter resta upon tbe facta that 
if tbe terms and conditions imposed by tlie 
Machigaisho are not accepted by anyone foreign 
house the remedy adopted is to isolate that 
house, to stop nil dealing with it, aud virtually 
debar it from trade until it has submitted to' 
the demands imposed, and probably also until 
an apology is made. It is admitted that any ' 
such combination is illegal, and it is almost 
impossible to trace its origin ; but one thing 
is clear, and that is, that free intercourse be- 
tween the foreign merchant fend the native 
producer and consumer ia impossible so long 
ns the Mnchigaisho holds an unchallenged 
monopoly of the business of broker or middle- 
man, drawing profit and advantage from both 
principals to every transaction. 

Papir money remains at ita official and 



large an rplns of rice wliinh the farmers will 
no! -pel fur |* ipor, and cannot export. for want 
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Ik faro of financial embarrassment of a. 
serious character it is not pleasant to find the 
government sanctioning the construction of 
a railway at public expense through a sterile 
and worthless tract of country in Yexo, and 
erecting a hotol for tho reception, also at 
public expense, of thoie traveller* who visit 
Hokkaido on a toar of inspection nf the 
wondrous colonisation efforts of his Kxcrl- 
lency Knroda. 

Tim consular trade reports, some of which 
liavo been published here in anticipation of 



their apnea ran ■■>• i:i the oBoSj Mi 



tain, in t'vo »<f thorn, a ptr.tgr.-iph nf similar 
tenor t.i the i-ffo'jt, that the J ipin: v «l|yur 
y_en has replaced thu .Meiieau.dolKr. Thia 



is a mislomlin^ ns* ■ r t i ■ 1 1 1 . for, n^ a 
fuel, the only coin i-i lii|»in~ 
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rived a fow 
of another 
monopoly ; 
this, that a 

visit of inspection randc to tho veasel by his 
Excellency Oknma, cx.finanee minister, con- 
firms them in tho opinion that the coast trade 
is, and is to remain, a close monopoly for t he 
benefit of a favoured few, while the native 
commerce of Japan is compelled to sudor 
severely from want of means of transport. 

Mm i satisfaction is evinced at tho prospect 

that tho inefficient Iron Duke, fla^ ship of vioe- 
'idnrral ('note, is to be relieved by the JVsIsdiai 
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£tnt\*i Articles. 



TUE XAOHIOAlkllO AND ITS 
INFLUENCES. 



IF the rumours that continue to reach us 
from vnrions sources l:nvo good founda- 
tion, the formal proposition* of the imperial 
government for revision of t lie foreign 
, tremies will soon Kj ofticinlly laid before 
the representatives of foreign powers. A 
suitable opportunity therefore offers to use- 
fully revivo tlic qorstion, originally mooted in 
this journal wore tlinn two years ago, of the 
influence upon trade of the institution known 
an the Machioaisho, our object in doing so 
being to draw tho attention of (bo ministers 
of the Mikado to the existence of nn abuse of 
no ordinary magnitude, but of which wo 
believe them to be ignorant or incredulous, 
ami to inform the representatives of the 
various treaty powers of a grievance which 
can now, if at all, bo redressed. 

We assume the ignornnco of tho govern- 
ment of the fees and taxes extorted by the 
municipalities of the treaty ports, for it is 
impossible to believe the ministers arc capable 
of permitting such flagrant violations of the 
treaties as aro implied in the mere existence 
of the MACHIGtlsUo in Yokohama, and similar 
institutions in other open ports. What the 
MAi-HttJAtsilo is wo will endeavour to explain. 
It is an office for collecting municipal dnas, 
upon tho import and export trade of foreign, 
ers ; and it is commonly believed by every- 
body to be a fixed barrier, utterly impassable, 

peo- 



pie and 
the empire. 



be a fixed barrier, utterly impassabl" 
the generality of the Japanese pe. 
the foreign merchants resident i 



The foundation upon which 
nts rest is the fact, which hns 
not so far been controverted or even question- 
ed, that a tax of one. third per cent, is levied 
on all goods brought into or taken out of the 
foreign settlement. Tho exclusive privilege 
of levying this imposition has been ap- 
propriated by, or farmed out to a certain 
limited number of Japanese, who, by a collec- 
tive guarantee, and the payment of an 
entrance fee, have acquired the entire mo- 
nopoly of taxation of all foreign trade, with 
the reservation to themselves of power to 
refuso admission to the society of any new 
applicant for similnr privileges. 

It is quite impossible for us to trace with 
any dogrce of cortaitity the constitution and 
plan of operations of this iniquitous ofBce, as 
it waa impossible for us to show some time ago 
why the ships of certain foreigners only were 

Svrmittcd to trado with unopened ports, under 
apancso charter, to tho exclusion of all 
others. But we are not without hopes that 
the experience of foreigners will afford as 
ample evidence of the illegalities committed 
by the Machilaisuo, as it has One of the 
impossibility of obtaining permits for ships 
to proceed to non-treaty ports ; and that the 
assertions in denial of the Machioaisho and 
Japfimso municipal officials will be under- 
stood in as clear a light as were the denials, 
unofficially but imperatively made, of our 
exposure of the favoured participation of for- 
eign government agents in 'the coast trado to 
the exclusion of all other persons. In the 
latter caso it was declared, in order to weaken 
the damaging force of the exposure, that any 
foreign vessel could, on application, procure 
permission to carry native cargo to or from 
an unopened port. The validity of this as- 
sertion was so far tested that an application 
to tho customs was mot by a reference to the 
foreign office : the forcigu office courteously 



directed the applicant to tho finance depart- 
ment : the latter in turn recommended tho 
home office ; and tho homo office suggested 
that the importance of the principle involved 
necessitated an appeal to the supreme council 
of statu, and the head of the legislative office 
would, nn doubt-, had tho matter beer, carried 
far enough, have referred the applicant to 
tho senate, white the latter would have im- 
(Kirted variety to the proceedings by advising 
thoir re-commencement >l' w/,iv. When it is 
known by those not versed in the cumbersome 
process of communication with n government 
office, that the application must be sent 
through tho consul in the Gist instance to the 
inister of tho nation to which the applicant 
belongs, and by tho minister to tho govern- 
ment department ; the reply being returned 
through the samo channels, the groat beef 
contract case of Mark Twain seems mere 
nsignificant trifling in comparison. Tho 
secret of " How not to do it " has been solved 
n Japan, where delay and ovasion have so far 
proved sufficiently powerful to defeat those 
inquisitive persons who always want to know 
too muph, or to take advantage of laws 
which, nominally in force, were never meant 
lo be applied to any other purpose than 
the protection of tho favoured few, chief 
among whom are the official monopolists 
whose operations in trade are largely res. 
ponsible for tho financial embarrassment 
of tho present time. Any attempt to trace 
tho constitution and operations of the 
Machioaisho would, as said, be therefore 
fruitless. The governor knows nothing what- 
ever about it, nor does ho mako in the ac- 
counts of his prefecture any allusion to the 
receipts derived from this source ; and, as 
also stated, the imporial government are pro- 
bably wholly ignorant of its existence. But 
that the Maciiigaisho doeB oxert its evil 
influence in our midst "is a moral certainty 
that very few persons will be iucliood to 
dispute. 

. The operations of the Maciiigaisho, what- 
ever they may be, are not confined to the 
mere illegal taxation of foreign trade, for 
they extend to coercion of tboso merchants, 
consumers, and producers from the in 
terior who sock to have direct and in 
dependent communication with foreigners, 
without the intervention of members of the 
Machioaisho. Cur readers will well under- 
stand the difficulties in the way of obtaining 
from Japanese who havo been thus interfered 
with by the Machioaisho, a succinct statement 
of the obstacles they experienced, and of the 
r iral And physicial pressure which rendered 
..eir dosires for freer intercourse with for- 
ni ft iiers inoperative: but in asserting, as we do 
unqualifiedly, that the Machioaisho is a fixed 
harrier, an impassable gulf, placed between 
tho country pcoploand foreign residents; and 
thnt it is a monopoly usurped by u few irres- 
ponsible merchants, and brokers supposed 
to represent other merchants in Tokio, wo 
are but giving expression to the sonti- 
raeuts of a largo number of pooplo who 
would gladly enunciate them if it wore 
not for causes we shall shortly explain. 
That our statement will be met by point 
blank denial wo havo no doubt, but we ven- 
ture to call npon thoae*tn charge of the joint 
I interests of Japanese and foreigners not to 
permit themselves to be put off with more 
unsupported contradiction of the circum- 
stances now put forward, but to insist upon 
I a full investigation into the breaches of 
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articles XIV and XVI 
Great Britain ; article XII of the Aostro- 
Hungarian treaty; and the conditions set out 
in the Londou protocol of June 6th, 1862. 



Some surprise may justly no 
that the elaborate trado reports of the 
British consuls in the open ports should 
contain no reference whatever to tho exis- 
tence of tho Machioaisho, and kindred 
institutions! Those persons interested in 
tho trado of Japan would value any in- 
formation respecting the conditions which 
militate against it, and prevent its exten- 
sion, much moro than they do disserta- 
tions, prepared second-hand, upon silk, tea, 
and other staples of commerce, or to nn asser- 
tion that ' the Japanese silver yon has virtually 
expelled the mexican dollar from circulation 
in this country.' In view of the near approach 
of the revision of our commercial treaties tho 
consuls would have done good service hy 
investigating these matters, and we can only 
regret they should have failed to perform 
what we regard as their duty. Probably, 
however, it is not too late. If tho ministers 
will instruct tho consuls to report on the 
subject, an examination may lead to disclo- 
sures of a very startling character showing 
how foroign trade is interfered with by a 
party of monopolists acting in defiance of 
their own government, and in direct con- 
travention of those treaties which arc bo 
frequently alluded to hy Japanese as harsh, 
one-sided and injurious to tho welfare of 
their own commerce. For instance, investi- 
gation into the principles of tho Machioaisho 
will disclose its effect upon commerce to 
be the application of pressure to prevent 
tho consumer and producer from purchasing 
or selling at market prices, aud compelling 
them to submit to tho terms settled by the 
brokors who profit in their dealings with both 
sides. Nor does tho mischievous intervention 
of this institution cease here. Any foreign 
merchant who ventures to resist demands 
mado by its members, or who seeks to free 
himself from their influouce, is at once isolat- 
ed and his business temporarily suspended, 
consequent upon the decree of the board of 
import merchants, as they presume to stylo 
themselves, which directs that tho offending 
house shall bo avoided for a certain specifier 
period, or nntil an apology be made. So 
potent is the influence of the Macbigaisho 
that those persons who aro most aggrieved 
by its action hesitate to denounce it lest 
they should be put under the ban, and inter- 
dicted from all trade as a punishment for 
thoir reckless imprudence : and even mem- 
bers of the chamber of commerce are fear- 
ful of offending by pointed allusion to 
it. Tho individual interests of the mem- 
bers of the chamber aro, of course, 
paramount, and an excuse may be found for 
the reticenoo shown by them ; tho consuls 
have apparently avoidod the subject for reasons 
of their own, and it remains for a journal 
superior to the resentment of a clique of mono- 
polists to fearlessly doclaro the Machioai- 
sho system to be an intolerable burden upon 
commerce, and that no relief oan bo looked for 
unless the matter be taken in baud by those 
of our representatives who havo a right to bo 
heard in the coming revision of tho treaties. 



SILVER YEN. 

THE annual trade reports issued by II. B. 
M. Consuls in Japan, are documents of 
considerable valne containing few errors of 
commission though doubtless they are not free 
from a charge of errors of omission. Each 
of two of tho reports for the year 1879 
recently published, contains a paragraph of 
similar tenor which seems to require some 
explanation and possibly correction. 
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Mr. Acting Consul Doehkh says :— " The 
Japanese silver yen has sitico tho l'Jth Sep- 
tember last been accoptod by (lie foreign 




i Aston says :— " Under »n arrangement on- 
to rod into by the Japaucso governniont 
^ which guaranteed that this coin should be 
maintained at its 
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of weight 

and fineness, the two principal foreign banks 
— vix. the Oriental Bank and tho Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank— agreed on tho 20th 
September last to accept and pay the yon as 
local currency at par with the Mexican 
dollar. This measure has had tho effect of 
driving oat tho Mexican dollar from cir- 
culation here and at other porta in Japan." 
Tho consular viow of the silver yon tran- 
saction of September taut is eviilontly 
formed after consultation held with tho 
bankers mentioned, because it is entirely at 
variance with tbo facts, and in opposition 
to the opinions of tho merchants whose judg- 
ment upon matters of this sort is to bo pre- 
ferred to that of interested parties. The 
circumstances connected with the circulation 
of the silver yen at par with tho dollar arc 
well known. Two banks here, upon their own 
responsibility and without consultation with 
principal constituents, ventured to de- 
their willingness to accept the silver yon 
at par with the Mexican dollar. A week or two 
later, one of theso banks endeavoured to obtain 
tbe endorsement of its constituents to tbc mea- 
sure, bat, wo beliovo, in most instances the 
leading merchants declined to commit them- 
selves in that respect. The silver yen not 
being current in Hongkong there is practically 
no outlet for it, and the bankers' quotations 
for local exchange havo sufficiently shown 
that tbe loss inseparable from specio remit- 
tances of yen to Hougkong has to bo borno 
by tbe merchants : in plain words, tho action 
yof tbe two banks in question is an experiment 
parried on at tho expense of foreign trade. 
fThis view of the position is supported by tbe 
-now admitted facts that tbo yen is bnt tho ro- 
coinago of tbo Mexican dollar or its equi- 
valent; and that when coined the yen has 
to be reduced to tbe equivalent value of the 
dollar by an adjustment of exchange. Tho oost 
of mintage is a loss incurred by those per- 
sons who undertake tho coinage, and tho 
cost of ro- mintage, as wo may term tho 
subsequent reduction by process of exchange 
to an equivalent with tho dollar, is the tax 
upon their regular operations, tho result of 
which is necessarily remittance, of which 
foreign merchants havo every right to com- 
plain. Can tho banks deny that tlioir action 
in regard to tho yon has had a material 
effect upon foreign oxchangu ? Or that the 
loss falls upon their constituents aud not 
upon themselves P 

It is difficult to undorstand what is in- 
tended to bo conveyed in tho words " ex- 
pelled " and "driven out" tho Mexican 
dollar from circulation. 4'boso persons who 
have dollars will not exchange thorn for 
silver yen without a consideration, nor will 
the banks do so. The dollar circulates hero 
ranch more readily than tho yen, nnd its 
appreciation is shown by a premium of one- j 
half to one per cent, liemittanco being the 
end of all mercantile transactions it follows, 
as a matter of course, that when yen are ro- 
niittcd from here they must bo equalised 
with tho dollar; consequently, though tbe 
yen has nominally expelled tho dollar from 
circulation, tho dollar still continues to ho tho 
only coin of account aud actuality. If, as wo 
bave observed on several occasions, Japan 



were a silvor producing state, or if the trade of 
China could be curried on with coin undo in 
0*aka at the cost of the bullion holders, 
then there would bo good grounds for tho 
acceptance of the yen. But Japan produces 
no silvor; and aa tho trade of China is really 
conducted upon a bullion Wis, al! <vn'J< 
being reduced to tho level of sycee, it is not 
probable that tho resources of tho mint will 
be availed of to any extent for tho re. 
qnireinonts of that country. Tho circulation 
of tho yen, and it* replacement of the Mexi- 
can dollar, may truthfully bu said to depend 
entirely upon tho duration of the vanity 
which leads tho government of Japan to 
attempt to supply tho east with Japanese 
coin at tho expense of the nation that pro- 
duces it. It is to be regretted tho consuls 
did not touch upon sotnu of these matters 
in place of making I tare assert ions which, unex- 
plained, are certainly confusing if not mis- 
leading. 



tho use of those qualifying clauses two 
learned English judges havo cxpreasod opi- 
nions that may be usefully considered in con- 
nection with thorn. lord Mansfiiii.o said, — 
" If tho master qualities his acknowledgment 
by the words 'contents unknown' he ao- 



TllB KILL OF LAD1SO. 

IN a recent article wo reforred to the form 
of hill of lading used by the Mitsu 
Hishi Company which we described as 14 a 
loosely drawn, verbose, unreasonable, and 
unjust document," also as " an obsenre nnd 
absurd compilation of worn-out nnd mean- 
ingless jargon." Wo now propose to draw 
attention to aomo useless and other objec- 
tionable clauses contained in this bill of lading, 
in tho hope that the company may be 
prevailed upon to reform it or substitute 
a sensible, clear, aud simple agreement 
for the carriage of cargo by their ships. 

In a letter reprinted in another column 
from the Economltt, one bad practice of 
masters and shipowners is pointod out, 
and tho writer very justly states that 
"shipowners now-a-days hodgo themselves 
about, by tbo bills of lading, with so many 
exceptions to their liability, that for mer- 
chants to substantiate a claim against them 
is no easy matter." This is so true that tho 
ordinary bill of lading cannot bo too tho- 
roughly understood ; and in tho interests 
of merchants, as well as for the reputation of 
the shipowners, a better form than that now 
in use by the only steam company in Japan 
cannot too soon be adopted. 

Tho first lino in the form contains a word 
which needs justification in its use. "Ship- 
tied in apparent good order and condition." 
What object can there bo in inserting the 
qualifying word "apparent?" The list,).' 
exceptions contains n clause sufliciently'.pjo. 
tectivo, seeing that it is a general drill..! 
of all knowledge on the part of the company 
of tho " weight, measure, contents and value " 
of tho packages shipped ; the effect of which 
is, however, materially weakened by inserting 
in tho margin tho exact weight or measure 
and tho agrood value. It has now been 
finally settled on appeal to the judicial com- 
mi t too of tho privy council, that tho qunliG- 
cation of tho receipt of car^o in goo,t order 
and condition by the words "quantity aud 
qnality unknown " throws upon the consignee 
l he necessity of proving ono of two things: — 
(.i) that tho cargo was shipped in good order 
nnd condition, or. (/•) Unit tho d.mtngo it has 
sustained is traceable to causes for which the 
shipowner is responsible. 1 The question 
arising from this in, do tho qualifications | 
contained in tho bill of lading, quoted 
above, operate to this extent? There is 
a verbal difference, nnd possibly a distinc- 
tion, which it would bo well to remedy. Ou 

1 Tbo M, Privy Council, March 1873. 



knowledges nothing." - Sir KmtERT PniL- 
UMOHr. said,—" by appending these words tho 
master cancelled any admission he would 
otherwise havo made as to tho quality and 
condition of the goods when shipped." 1 If 
the Mitan Bishi Company, therefore, omits 
the word "apparent" in acknowledging re- 
ceipt of the goods, and ndds to tho exception 
the word " quality," tho bill of lading will 
agree with that commonly used in tho eastern 
j trade; and it will then lie distinctly understood 
that, failing proof by the consignee of tho 
condition of the goods when shipped, ho must 
show that the damage in respect of which he, 
tho consignee, claims, is traceable to causes 
for which the ship is responsible. 

The second section of exceptions contains 
words which, if they mean anything, indicate 
the resolve of tho company to repudiate all 
liability even for tho gross negligence or 
incompetency of its servants. Thn eastern 
trade bill of lading limits tho exception in 
tho following words :—" Barratry, any act, 
neglect or default whatsoever of pilots, 
muster, or crew in tiio management or 
navigation of the ship." Tho Mitsu Bishi 
clause is this :— " Any act, neglect, or default 
whatsoever of the pilot, master, mariuors, or 
other servants of this or other companies." 
As a subsequent clause in the bill of lading 
provides for tho possible reference of disputes 
to tho arbitration of tho mdge of tbo British 
court in Shanghai or loknhama, wo may 
apply sueh appropriate principles of Knglish 
law within our knowledge as tho matter to 
i bo discussed seems to require. Upon this 
j assumption, the exception of the hill of lading 
i just quoted taken with another, " the act of 
| God," will exclude every demand upon the 
| shipowner, oven if the majority of tho other 
i special exceptions aro omitted. This is 
demonstrable. Thero is no judicial exposi- 
tion of the mraning of the term " act of God," 
hut "Story, in speaking of the perils of the 
sea, in which storm and tempest are, of 
course, included, nnd, consequently, to a 
great extent the instances of inevitable ac- 
cident at sen, which come nndor tho term ' act 
of God,' uses the following language : 'Tho 
phrase " perils of the sea " whothor under- 
stood in its most limited sense m importing 
a loss by natural accidents peculiar to that 
element, or whether understood in its more 
extended sonso as including inevitable ac- 
cident occurring upon that element, must 
still in either cue bo understood to 
include such losses only to the goods on 
board as are of an extraordinary nature, 
or arise •' from some irresistible force, or 
from inevitable accident, or from some 
overwhelming power which cannot, bo guard- 
ed against by tho ordinnry exertions of hu- 
man skill and prudence. Uoncu it is that if 
tho loss occurs by a poril of the sea, which 
might have been nvniJed by the exercise of 
any reasonable skill or diligence at the time 
w hen it occurred, it. is not deemed to bo in 
the boiiko of the phrnso such a loss by the 
ftcrils of the sea as will exempt the earner 
from liability, bnt rather a loss by the gross 
neglig. uco of tho p'irly.' " * If these prin- 
ciples lie applied, it is clear that every liahi- 
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lity not excepted by (ho othor special condi- 
tions will be comprised within tlie terms "not 
of God," or the 'neglect or default of the 
sorvants of the company ' ; and we assort that 
if the letter of these exceptions is to bo relied I 
npon the Mitsu Dishi Company ia not liable 
under the bill of lading for tliu loss, destruc- 
tion, or damage of goods while on board any 
of its vessels, or in charge of its agents or 
servants when landed, amrHx-fnro delivery to 
the consignee. In .plain word.*, the company 
has so hedged itself about with exceptions, 
oven to redundance, to their liability, that 
any clnim'npon it, from whatever cause aris- 
ing, can lie successfully disputed. When 
this fact is recognized bond fiJe holders for 
value of these documents will probably raise 
questions that may produce great inconveni- 
ence to indorscrs and others, and it ia for 
the common interest that pressure should bo 
brought to bear upon the company fur n 
revision of its ordinary form of bill of lading, 
if only in this particular. 

There is ouo more important condition to 
which reference is necessary. It is that 
whiah reserves to the company power to " de- 
viate from tho voyage for any purpose, or to 
touch and stay at other porta either in or out of 
tho way." This involved sentenco is oxcusablu 
to aomo extent in the bill of biding of a Japa- 
nese company, bnt iU meaning simply is that 
the ship reserves tho right of performing the 
voyage agreed npon, or entering upon another, 
or of varying tho original voyage at pleasure. 

How such a condition affects tho owner of 
cargo is woll known. Every person making 
an insurance upon his goods impliedly war- 
runts that the voyage insured shall bo per- 
formed in tho modo of navigation customary 
in voyages of tho same or simitar nature, 
and be conducted in the safest, directest, and 
most expeditious manner sanctioned by the 
established usages of trade ; and without 
delay or deviation. Insurers do not, as a rule, 
take any extra risks thrown npon the assured 
by partial bills of lading, and the position of 
the assured in evont of tho ship's deviation 
from tho voyage insured is one wo cannot 
beliovo ii ever conteinulated by those who 
accept a bill of lading containing such a 
stipulation as that referred to. Deviation 
from tlie course of a voyage is permissible 
when necessitated by mutiny, irresistible 
physical or moral iiniuau agency, sea perils, 
want of provisions, enemies, and endeavours 
to save human life when in peril ; but whon 
made for any other purpose the insurances 
upon tho property laden on l*>ard tho vessel 
become void from the time the proper mode 
of navigation is departed from, the devia. 
tion committed, or tho delay incurred. The 
owner of the property, if loss supervenes 
subsequent to a deviation, and this is of 
great importance to third parties, indorsees 
for value for instance, is deprived of the 
protection afforded him by the policy, and 
his only remedy is nt best a doubtful nod 
limited right of recovery from tlio ship- 
owner. 

Tho passages contained in the .Milsu Dishi 
hill of lading to which especial reference is 
here made, sufficiently support our assertion 
that if they arc to be relied upon the company 
will be relieved from responsibility for uny- 
thinit on the face of the earth and the sea, 
wild..' if they are not to bo relied upon they 
render the document pure nonsense. The 
corollary i.. cloture eminently justified that 
the contrm t of earringo used by the company 
is an obscure and ^absurd conipihtio:i of 
worn- out and meaningless jargon, that must 



most damaging^ to the interests of tho com- 
pany. >M» 

Tho fact that the questions now dealt with 
have been before the compnuv for some 
years, and that the objectionable clauses ate 
still retained in the bill of lading, sufficiently 
justify the belief in the company's intention to 
rely npon them whenover occasion arises. 
The position of tho company is materially 
strengthened by the clause providing for the 
arbitration of tho judge of the British 
court, for, as we have endeavoured to show, 
the arbitrator guided by tho law would 
const rue tho exceptions nnd conditions, em- 
bodied its they are in unambiguous terms, 
us sufficient defence against all or any of 
those demands upon the shipowner ordinarily 
springing oat of, the common contract of 
carriage of goods by sea. It remains to bo 
seen whe ther tho company will, now that the 
miitlcr is so prominently brought before the 
notice of the public, continue to use a lull 
of lading so pnrtial to itself, so eminently 
unfair to tho shipper, and of doubtful value 
in the hands of third parties; or whother the 
directors will go to the trouble and expense 
of drawing up a document containing fair 
and reasonable conditions for the protection 
of themselves with due regard to tho rights 
and interests of the bhip|iers of cargo. 

We have far exceeded the limits usually 
assigned for the ventilation of matters of 
this description, but we think tho importance 
of the subject now dealt with is its own 
recommendation ami justification. 
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concludes his transaction at the shoslia and 
deposits 0,000 yen margin. Should the 
market price of rice decline A. mnst pay in 
sufficient to maintain his deposit at 0,000 
yen ; and. its tho prico fluctuates hourly, tho 
excitement is always kept up. At the duo 
date tho " eon tract " is completed by a pay- 
ment of the difference through tho shosha to 
the buyer A., or the seller IS., as the case 
may be, the principal parties being quite un- 
known to each othor. Upon the amonnt of 
tho transaction tho shosha charges "2i per 
cent., H of which goos to tho real Japanese 
proprietors, and I to tho Chiucso treaty sub- 
ject who lends his name. 

Whether theso facts are correctly statod 
can be ascertained on inquiry, but one cir- 
cumstance seems to admit nf no dispute; 
that is, that no foreign resident of japan 
can sat tho law of tho nation at defiance, and, 
therefore, the allegation that tho business is 
gennine, and really tho property of tho subject 
of a treaty power, is n > defenco. If this 
Chinese resident can carry on a gambling 
hnuso in open violation of the notifications 
specially suppressing those institutions, why 
should not everybody do tho same P 

As over five hundred persons wore ready 
to do business at tho sbosh i on a largo scale, 
and numerous transactions took place yostor- 
day, it is evident any action the Japanese 
authorities desiro to take should bo resolved 
upon without a day's delay. If the shosha 
bo allowed to remain open for a month, or 
even less, the objects of tho promoters will no 
doubt bo gained ; nnd, sufficient money having 
been made, tho shosha may bo closed 'volunta- 
rily. Suppress tho affair first, and inquire 
into tho legality of tho action afterwards, is 



ASOTUEli MICE SHOSHA. 

THE attempt to evado the law of Japan by 
making nso of the foreign settlement, nod 
assumingn fiel itionB name in order to establish 
a rice s[>ecalation shosha in Yokohama, was 
happily pntdowu by the prompt action of the 
Netherlands consul : aud wo had hoped that 
tho expression of public opinion called forth 
by tho circumstances would have been suf- 
ficient to show others that open violation of 
governmental notifications would bo resented 
by all the residents of the settlements; but in 
this wo are disappointed. 

From information received wo find that a 
rice shosha was opened on the 27th June in tho 
settlement of Tsukiji, Tokio, by a Chinese 
subject nnmed ('hong Yok Ohee, a person 
holding the position of cornpradore to a for- 
eign firm in Yokohama. 

The defence to any action by the authori- 
ties will be, it is said, that a Chinese subject 
is not obnoxious to the laws of Japan ; and 
that the business is not, as in the Yoko- 
hama affair, wholly Japanese undvr an as- 
sumed foreign name, bnt, baud ti<h; the 
genuine business of a Chinese treaty subject. 

The sole proprietorship of the Chinese 
treaty subject may be deemed open to quos- 
tion if it bo true that the money invested in 
the concern is entirely Japanese : that Ju|m- 
neso take nil tho risk and throe-fifths of the 
profits : that an ex-official of one of tho go- 
vernment departments is a prime mover in 
tho mailer; that tho whole business is tran- 
sacted by Japanese ; and that tho Chinese, 
whose name covers tho breach of tho regula- 
tionanl April 1 2th nnd 15th, hazards nothing, 
and ouly receives two fifths of tho gross 
commission as his share of the transactions. 

The business is carried out on a system 
of pure gambling. A. wishes to buy 25,000 
ptCQls of rico for delivery in five days. He 



a line of policy that may sometimes bo justi- 
fied, and the rice shosha in Tokio is nn 
instnnco in which prompt and docisivo action 
on the part of thu Japanese authorities is 
absolutely necessary. 

The imperial government by acting peremp- 
torily in this matter might raise a ques- 
lion with the Chinese authorities it is true. 
Hut what opinion would tho world entortaiu 
of a nation which pressed a demand for loss 
or damage sustained by a subject wboso 
own illegal, knowingly illegal act had given 
riso to measures tho adoption of which public 
policy and tho interests nnd honour of tho 
o government rendered imperatively 



AS DirORTAST JFDQUEST. 

THE decision of tho Court of Appeal in 
the suit Atlwihr-l v. SMtr, seems to 
finally disposo of a matter of practice which 
has long been regarded us indefensible. 
Tho judgment of the court, delivered by 
Lord Justice TllESlGBi:, is a careful piece of 
reasuning ; and although a further appeal 
lies to the Privy Council littlo prospect 
remains for a reversal of the ruling of Lord 
Chief Justice Cik'kbi it*, Mr. Justice MKUton, 
and the Lords Justices Biumwki.i., BAe.uMt.t. *v, 
and TiiKsirtEK. and it will bo therefore safe to 
assume tliat the practice heretofore ful lowed 
by English avenge ndjuileis of separating 
the expenses of a port of rofngu into thrco 
classes, when tho proximate canso of such 
expenses is a general average act, is now 
nbandunod. 

Upon certain gronnds, the most valid 
being expediency, it has been the custom of 
average adjusters to allow as subjects of 
general contribution all expenses of entering 
the port and discharging cargo when the lat- 
ter is necessarily douc to enable the ship to bo 
repaired. Tho subsequent expenses upon tho 



THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 6 



cargo after it had been landed, such as storage, 
tiro insurance, and similnr items, were oonsi- 
dercd to be ' special clmrges ' upon cargo : tlio 
expense of reconveying cargo to the shipping 
placo, lighterage, reloading, pilotage out wards, 
oudothcrexpenditurcconswiuent upnn having 
port, were applied as ' special clmrges ' to the 
freight. The contention of the defendant in 
the suit was solely that it had been the prac- 
tice of average adjuster* for the last Kovonty. 
or eighty years, to draw a distinction be- 
tween tho expenses which wore, tlio direct re- 
sult of the damage, and such as arose from 
it only indirectly and incidentally. This po- 
sition was challenged by Mr. Kiciuud Lown- 
dks, a well known average adjuster, and tho 
Lord Chief Justice, whoso decision hua now 
been affirmed on appeal, thns dealt with tho 
matter: — Two questions arose: — (1) What 
was the general principle of law applicable to 
the case, (2) whether, assuming the usage of 
average staters to be at variance with the 
law, it was nevertheless to be regarded as 
valid. As rcgardedlhc general priuciple of law, 
ho conceived it to bo that owners of goods 
were liable for " general avorago " contribu- 
tion in respect of all expenses incurred in 
furtherance of the common object, and for 
the benefit both of ship and cargo; and he 
found it impossible upon that principle to 
draw the distinction roliod on by the defen- 
dant. All the expenses in question appeared 
to come within tho general principle on 
which tho law aa to " general average" 
rested— that is, they were extraordinary ex- 
penses incurred for the preservation of ahip 
and cargo in consoqnonce of damage caused 
by tho " perils of the seas," and necessary 
for tho continuance of tho voyage and for 
the common bonefit of owners of ship and 
cargo. Tho law of " gonoral average " made 
all these expenses " general average," and ho 
was at a Iom to understand on what ground 
the distinction adverted to conld be rested. 
Then arose tho question whether, assuming 
that the usage of average s La ten had, for 
seventy or eighty years, boon at varianco 
with this principal of law it was to prevail ? 
He was not aware of any legal ground or 
principle on which tho usage was to be 
allowed to prevail against tho law. It was 
not a " usage of trade, " it was not a legal 
"custom"; the real truth was that the 
average staters bad intended to follow tho 
law and had mistaken it. 

That this is an enunciation of the true prin- 
ciple there is little if any donbt, and tho judg- 
ment in the appeal case of AUtcood v. Skllar do- 
servos attentive pornaal. ulthongh, while citing 
many authorities upon tho construction of tho 
law it is silent upon tho views entertained by 
practical men. Among average adjusters the 
practice has long been condemned as unjust, 
unreasonable, and opposed to principle ; those 
adjusters holding this opinion, in addition to 
Mr. Lowndes, being Mr. L. li. lUn.r, Mr. 
Manliy Hopkins, and other well known 
authori ties. 

Tho effect of this decision will bo to givo 
force to ono of the York and Antworp rules, 
and to open tho door for the admission of 
another, that which provides for tho allow- 
ance in general averago of the wages and 
cost of maintenanco of the crew m a port of 
refuge. The clause in the York-Autworp 
rules with regard to port of refuge expenses 
may be quoted here us forming now the 
settled practice of average adjusters. 

" When a ship sliall havo entered a port of 
refuge under such circumstances that tho ex- 
penses of entering the port are admissible as 
general average, and when she shall nave 
■ailed tbouco with her original cargo or a 



leaving such port shall liksstfiso l>o admitted 
as general average ; sud whenever the cost of 
discharging cargo at such port is admissible 
ss general average, the cost of reloading and 
stowing such cargo on boird tho said shi|>, 
together with all storage clmrges on such 
cargo, shall likewise bo so admitted." 

The objection to the adoption of tho York- 
Antwerp roles, winch are in reality, aa the 
Economiit puts it, a compromise between the 
Knglish and foreign practice, appears to be 
based upon tho assertion that tho contem- 
plated change would shift tho bunion of 
expenses incurred, in casus of general 
avorago losses, from tho shoulders <>f the 
shipowners on to those of the merchants 
— tho totals named by tho London Un- 
derwriters which tho latter would havo 
to pay in eonscqnence, varying from, 
it is said, one to two millions sterling 
annually. 

Innovations always moot with much oppo- 
sition ; but as the York nnd Antwerp rules 
are not merely founded upon a true reading 
of tbo spirit oT the law, but have the more 
solid bases of uniformity and practical 
expediency, wo may soon expect to 
find them admitted into the practice 
and recoguizod by Knglish adjnsteis, 
tho Americans having long ago adopted the 
majority of tho rules. 
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TIIK LATE YOSHIKADSV ENOVYE. LI..BS 

WE have received from some yonng gen- 
tlemen in tho university of Tokio a 
copy of a littlo sketch of tho life and labours 
of the late YosuiK*P4f Esocte, LL.B., pre- 
pared by thorn, as a brief prcfuco announces, 
" not so much for tho intrinsic tuerit of Mr. 
Esolie's essays, but rather as a tribute to 
tho memory of him, whoso friendship they 
most highly valued, and whoso untimely 
death they most deeply mourn." 

This memoir of a promising life too early 
cut off is not without interest ns illustrative 
of tho energy and bold resolves which dis- 
tinguish the young Japanese of this ago. We 
must, of course, make every allowance for 
tho enthusiasm of those who learned to look 
upon their instructor, ' guide, philosopher 
aud friend' as a hero worthy to lend the peo- 
ple of his native laud to a higher and nobler 
destiny than that which seemed before them. 
Thus when wo are told that Mr. Exoute, then 
about arriving at man's estate : — 

" Thi-owingaway a military cloak, and com- 
ing out from a littlo academy iuto the we.rld 
of reality and excitement, Exocvk beheld an 
enormous field of human activity, in nhich 
he resolved at once — too hastily — to piny tho 
part of a lawyer, politician and philosopher." 

An irresistible inclination arises to know 
whether the term* ' lawyer,' ' politician ' aud 
' philosopher ' as applied in this portion of the 
nineteenth century, were understood, or could 
bo defined by the authors of Hie memoir. 
Nor need surprise be expressed when, in the 
same breath, wo aro told, — 

" He road nearly all books on social nnd 
philosophical questions with unspeakable seal; 
but instead of clearing up his doubts, ho ho- 
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and more entangled in tho 
pluxiug meshes of social problems. Tho I 
lie studied, tho further he seemed to bo ' 
dering in tho dark labyrinths of philosophy." 

" The wide field of study had attractive 
paths for the young Knoutk. His fuvouritea 
were criminal law and' jurisprudence, and 
" from the tatter ho naturally turned to tho 
study of political science." ' Engaging with 
eiige'rnoas in the rnimic polemics of debating 
clubs, Ksonr*:, then in his twenty-first year 



hid an optMirtuuily of witnessing a great 
polilioal contest between rival candidates for 
the governorship of Massachusetts." 

" Ho hastened there, and was admitted to 
tho very seine of political excitement, whero 
many eminent American statesmen made ablo 
and thrilling speeches v, h!i<h stirred up his 
political ambition. On his return from this 
convention, he declared that he did not care 
to become n judge, because merely to say 
what had been done gave no satisfaction to 
his ambition ; but that lio must either be a 
legislator or executor in order to employ tho 
full pe,wcr and capability of his mind." 

" Ho jeBts at scars, that never felt a 
wound," and wenextolwrvothc yonnggentlo- 
man in tho midst of Hoston or Cambridge 
society, ' conversing with the wiltii-st nnd 
brighest writers, or arguing with tho keenest 
lawyers nnd deepest philosophers,' and it was 
porhnpii in this brilliant social intercourse 
that ho formed those opinions upon the 
American people which we quote in full. 

" So-called business men, who constitute a 
largo portion of ' tho life and tho blood 1 of 
American society, seemingly have no souls, 
for they ara exposed for sale, if not already 
exchanged, for hard cash. When their souls 
arc disposed of they receive the millions of 
money they desire; but what is to bo dono 
with it ? 

Without sympathy, without frankness and 
generosity of feeling, despising human nature, 
they have no more use for their riches than 
the Peruvians had for theirs before the Sjian- 
iardg came to rob them. Some men find 
delight in tho fine arts, in philosophy, in 
science, in tho exercise of the benevolent and 
social affections; but they havo no relish for 
those. They can no moro detect beauties in 
them than a savage can appreciate all tho 
intricate combinations of harmony in music. 
As to religion they consent to pay their pew- 
tax, and to be bored by an occasional sermon 
on .Sunday, for appearance sake ; but their 
real churches nro their counting-houses, their 
real bible their ledger, their Qod is not 
Almighty God, but ' the almighty dollar.' "f 

Holding this somewhat disparaging opi- 
nion of the people, it is perplexing to be told 
that in tho society of these severely " practi- 
cal mon" Mr. Esocvk had the greatest 
pleasure : — 

" It was the only spot of sunshine in his 
life, and he cherished its remembrance with 
childish testacy. Whenever a gloomy or 
despondent spell troubled him, he nsed to 
exclaim. ' Oh ! take mo to the heart of U»s- 
ton, whero 1 shall be curnd.' " 

Returning to his native country from 
America Mr. Knoute sought the omployment 
nn-st congenial to him, but the deficiency of his 
knowledgo of his native tongue was an obstacle 
difficult to overcome. He, however, received 
an nppoiutnient in the naval department, hut 
" tho atmosphere of official society was any- 
thing but agrw-ablo to a puro American 
demc-crat." and hit resignation soon followed. 
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After this ho took a subordinate pott, and 
subsequently tho professorship of law in the 
university of Tokio, which chair ho occupied 
Dtitil his death which took place in January 
1879, at the early ago of twenty-six. 

Of the quality of the essays contained in 
the >voik before tie littlu need lio said. 
They bear abundant evidence of a keen and 
inquiring mind, untemperod by experience 
and lacking in solidity and strength, but 
always animated by a warm and sincere lt>vo 
for Japan and anxiuty fur the welfare of 
her people. Ono [wssagc in an essay upon 
"Japanese Education and Foreign Inflnonses" 
is not without a certain vein of ironicid truth. 

" While Beta and I are bemoaning ovor our 
country's fate, hero comes with stately steps 
that august personage, an English journalist 
of Yokohama. With the utmost kindness and 
condescension, he pats us on our heads and 
addresses us somewhat in this way: — "Poor 
Japan ought to borrow from rich England 
aud dovolop her resources ; or better still, 
you should open yourselves to the world ; 
then tho foreigners will do all that is needed 
for you. But as you have no good system 
of -laws, wo shall continuo to govern .our- 
selves and tliAt will take jastao much burden 
off your hands. Then as to railways " — 
Stop, I interrupt him; only yostorday, I 
asked a tracklayer on the Shinbashi and 
Yokohama rood whether the tracks were 
kept so finely in England as hero. " We 
could not afford to keep them so," replied 
tho honest Britou. Roculling my old lessons 
in logic 1 draw this syllogism: All rich 
countries keep their railway tracks in line 
order. England cannot nfford to keep her 
railway tracks in lino order. Japan can 
afford to. Therefore Japan is a richer coun- 
try thsn England. So, again, tho study of 
dead languages, unnecessary for English 
students according to Herbert Spencer, is 
necessary for the Japanese according to n 
graduate of Oxford." 

The motives which induced Mr. Eskute's 
pupila to publish this sketch of his liTo and 
labours command our respect. Every patriot 
deserves well of his countrymen, and the 
smallest tribute that can bo offered to his 
memory is an iiffoctionnle recognition of his 
services, his hopes, and his aspirations. 



There is a Navigation Company called Kni- 
kosha at Saknycmn-cho, Kobe. It was estab- 
lished by Messrs. Tnuda Hirmnichi, Kishi 
Totsnji, and 50 others (Okayama men), the 
original capilnl being 120,000 yen shortly 
after the establishment of tho Company. 
Having obtained the contract from tho Post 
Office to carry the mails to the provinces of 
Hhikokti, Chiugriku and Kiushin, tho Com- 
pany extended their ojierations, to the great 
convenience of tho people and the govern- 
ment. Lately a further addition of UJO.OOO 
yen has been made to the capital, bringing it 
up to oCO,OOU yon. Tho ''ouipany possesses 
13 steamers, viz: T'iln> r , liionn-ntntu^ ,s\ t/iu. 
titHrti, .l/eiY/o- .Ifttric, iS''.£-io'ii<-rjo/ru, linthit-uttit'tt, 
iJniiti lliulm-uuini, Aatio-iU'tru, lii^ux-imuu, 
KiMH-vuiru, Unkwii'Uiani, lliujii-tii^rti, and 
Jl.ikHo-ntarit, with a total tonnage of 2,7'JB ; 
besides which three steamers are now under 

< structinn. The Company is endeavouring 

to gradually extend its lines I o all parts of 
Japau.nnd thru to Shaughni, Tientsin, Hong- 
kong, i'ut...i oml Gonsaiishin. 

Malaumura M ilsnjir". of Kifn !ori, Ycd". 
Iwiri, Osaka, ha* discovered a vein of mil- 
mony at Yoshino, Yamalo, aud tho mine will 
shortly be openod for trial. 
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June 23. — A report i« current to the effect 
that after the return of his Miijvsty tho Mikado 
numerous changes of importance will ho made 
in the various departments of the government. 
— The official* in the legislative mid foreign tec- 
lions of the Daijokwsn are very busily engsge.l 
in pressing forward drafts for treaty revision. — 
ilia Mnjcsty the Mikado has arrived at Kofu. 

June 24.— An old roan, perceiving as he 
thought inattention on the part of the imperial 
guards, drew ucnr to the uorimou in which the 
Mikndo wits seated and presented a roll of 
paper, hut he was immediately arrested. The 
document is supposed to have been a petition 
on the suhject of national representation. — 
Roar admiral Ilayashi, and the governor of 
Kjinaguwa visited the French corvette Themit 
and the German corvette ViiUta yesterday, 
receiving tho usual salutes. — On the 2Gth inst. 
Prince Arisugawa will Rive an entertainment 
to the officers of tho Irna I>ul:e, on board of 
which vessel tho Prince's son serves as a mid- 
shipiniu. — Tho interference of Korean officials 
with the sale of rice by natives to Japanese 
became so vexations at to lead to tho arrest of 
various officials by the Japanese police (?). — 
Tho settlement of Fusan is infested with 
thieves. — It is reported that a foreign mer- 
cantile firm nt No. 2(5 Kobe, offered to 
purchase 4,01)0 koku of rice at yen 10^ for 
shipment : an I that a firm at No. 1 in the 
same place had made inquiries for the purchase 
of a quantity of rice. Ilcnring this the Japan- 
ese merchants immediately raised the price, 
notwithstanding there is a surplus stock of 
about 250.000 koku at Osaka. — Home Japanese 
merchants have formed a trading company for 
the purpose of deling directly, without tho 
intervention of foreign merchants, in those 
imports most in demand in this country, nod 
export to foreign roiiotries tea, silk, Ac. 
There is ii largo number of merchants con- 
nected with this company, which will open 
foi buaincts next mouth in Tokio with 
branches nt Kobe and Yokohama. An im- 
mense business is expected ns tho capital of 
the concert i* enormous. There aro two 
I hundred shares of 1. 000 yen each, or 200.000 
yon. As soon as possible representative 
agencies will he opened in China, England. 
France and America. — As the expenses of main- 
] tcnaio-e of tho printing office of tho financo 
department aro charged to the state its in- 
j dustiial processes are carried out satisfactorily 
I and successfully. Visiting cards, envelopes. 
I maiis, photographs, even soap, &••., etc., dn 
■ be obtained there at such cheap rates that it is 
i evidently the intention of the government to 
crush all opposition, and much concern is mani- 
fested in the trades encroached upon. 



Jutte 28. — It is reported that a final meet- 
ing will shortly be held in the Daijnkwan, 
Micliouof foreign affairs, to pass tho final pro- 
positions for revision of the treaties, and that 
immediately afterward* communications will 
be made to tho representatives of treaty 
powers. — \ proposition made by the govern- 
ment to raise a foreign loan for tho relief of 
the financial situation was vetoed by his Majesty 
the Mikado in conned. — During the financial 
year. Kith of Meiji,' a sum of 3.500,000 yen 
will tie set apart for tho redemption of paper 
money, consequent upon which it is expected 
the depreciation will not exceed 150. — A person 
named Tutekawa, a warm partisan of this 
Miipurtn, and a prominent figure in tho 
rebellion of tho South, has been arrested on 
tho charge of fomenting an insurrection based 
upon a demand for national representation. 
His accomplices arc being searched for by tho 
police, 

June 2'3th. — A rumour is afloat to tho effect 
that the result of an investigation into the 
conduct of a (fairs in the finance department of 
tho government will be a radical change in tho 
constitution of the national debt bureau. — 
Knsuuagn, vice-secretary of the Osaka fu, a 
judge of the official court of Osaka, and soino 
other persons have been arrested and lodged 
in the prison of Osaka, on charges supposed 
to be connected with tho Fujita-Nakano affiir. 
—An extraordinary bridge is to bo constructed 
on the Tokaido at Humana. It will bo two 
thousand four hundred ken (14.400 feet) in 
length, two and one-half ken (15 reel) in width, 
and its cost will not oxecod 23,000 yon. 

June 30. — Hi* Excellency the minister of 
tho navy, accompanied Mr. de Slruve, Russian 
minister to Japan, went to Yokoeuka yesterday. 
— It is reported that tho prohibition now in 
force for the restriction of timo and other bar- 
gains in rice and money will be abrogated 
before the 15th July. — His Excellency 8ano, 
minister of finance, is about to proceed to 
Osaka to officially inspect the mint. — The sap- 
ply of silkworms is most abundant, but the 
iudispeusublo food — the mulberry leaf — is not 
so plentiful. 'Die demand for leaves has raisod 
the price to a high figure. — An accurate its— 
s[M>ction of tho vessels of tho imperial navy 
mude only a few days ago reveals the startling 
fact that out of twenty-five ship* hitherto 
supposed to be suitable for immediate use, only 
eleven ure fit for service. 



June 25 — A telegram Ins been rccoivod 
announcing the arrival of his Majesty the 
Mikado al Matsumoto, Sliinshiu. on the 24th 
instant. — Makinuira, chiji of Kiolo-fu will 
shortly return to Tokio when he will be 
appointed to some other post on promotion. — 
The new building for the accommodation of the 
department of foreign affairs at Kosumigascki 
will be completed and occupied about tho 
middle of next mouth. — Mr. Iwasaki has been 
elected by a majority or over one thous and, su- 
perintendent of tho giocho-kaisha. This fish 
truding concern is expected to prosper greatly, 

it Mi<! V under the protection of 

— Yiic gukciniucut soon appoint a coin- 
mission for preparing a draft or a new constitu- 
tion, over which his Excellency I to will preside. 



July 1. — A telegram has been received 
announcing the arrival at Nagoya of his Majostv 
the Mikado. Ho ontered the city at 8 p.m. last 
night — Notice has been given to/it and ktn 
that the minister for Germany, Mr. von 
| P.isendis ker, has been promotod to the rank of 
envoy extraordinary, and minister plenipoten- 
tiary in Japan. — Mr. Noma Natajra.no has boon 
made an attorney by the judicial department. — 
iTho formation of enclosed pasturage* is consider- 
ed by the home department to be very import- 
ant. About fifty are to be made forthwith. 
Works for agricultural purpose*, reclamations 
&>•., A-c, arc also to be taken into consideration. — 
Tho Tokio Marino Insurance Company is giving 
practical encouragement to the improvement, 
of Japanese ship building, and in future will 
grant insurance to the extent of 35,000 yen on 
a single vessel, if she is well built and strong. 
Insurance business, however, will not snswer if 
the risks ure few, and before carrying out its 
intention the company requires the eertaintv 
of sufficient business, so tint time will e! ipse 
| before the companv carries out its dosira to 
'expand itsoperations.-Tlicsammer vacation of 
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the rarious governmental departments should 
begin on 11th July yearly. But this your, not- 
withstanding tho heat, his Majesty the Mikado 
is visiting his subjects and inquiring into their 
condition. His officers therefore must not at 
the moment take leare from duty. The peti- 
tioners for tho national assembly aro bcaidos 
now numerous and disturb affairs. The go- 
vernment in consequence havo determined to 
work.' without vacation, until tho Mikado re- 
turns to Tokio. 



Tn« AlrUuo Shlttlmn has an article replying 
to one in the CA»yt Slnnbun of 11th June, 
concerning tlio Hokkaido reclamations and 
im|irovements. It says that in Hokkaido 
Ihcro are :17,S00 houses and l,fc>9 1.000 people, 
but ifthe province is compared with the seventy 
more southern prorinees of Japan it is a sterile 
country. Yet, if attention in given, instead 
of being ii poor and almost worthless territory 
it might bo made a granary, and prove 
a blessed girt of heaven to the empire. The 
Hokkaido needs works of reclamation ; it wants 
popultttirni ; and requires industrial develop, 
merit. It might then becomo fertile, populous, 
mid a source of wraith to the empire. The 
editor speaks about the examples ol England, 
America and Australia. He also refers to 
Chinese immigration, and urges with much 
force that southern Japanese, now in poverlv. 
should be encouraged to settle in Uokknido by 
inducements, so that the population be iucru.w- 
ed, sgrieultnre extended, ami tho result will be 
in every way beneficial to the Japanese empire. 
Tho article is long, but well considered and 
worthy of attention. 



(Occasional Jtttcs. 



Tout is an item of news in tho Japnncso 
papers of a somewhat interesting character. 
It is intended to erect a large and elegant 
building in Sapporo, at the coot of that sink 
for money tho colonization department, for tho 
accommodation of Japanese and foreign visitors 
to Hokkaido. His Excellency Banjo, prime 
minister, has with his own hands written the 
inscription to grace tho portals of the hotel, 
in the characters '• Ho-hei-kwan," a free 
translation of which is " prosperity to the 



It is surprising to find the government coun- 
tenancing a railway from -Sapporo to Otaru, a 
tract of country sterile and desolate, and sanc- 
tioning fresh outlays for hotels in a part of the 
country where money is at present thrown 
away, at a time when the most serious difficul- 
ties are presenting themselves in connection 
with paper currency. Tho colonization depart- 
ment has cost tho nation infinitely more than 
it can return under far more favourable condi- 
tions than those existing : and if tho railway 
Job is really to be put through it is certain 
that efficient control of the fl nances of the 
spending departments of tho state, is want- 
ing. 



Thk Brazilian corvette Vital ilr Otivtrn, ar- 
rived here UOth ulto. from Nagasaki. .She is a 
handsome vessel of twelve guns, and the 
flag carried is certainly a novelty in those 
wulcrs, 

The Vit-ilJt Oliver* wis despatch?'? to China 
with some commissioners empowered to nego- 
tiate n Ir^.ily between China and Brazil, The 
commissioners have proceeded to Peking, and 
the corvette is now uu her return voyage via 



Tub practice of selling silk eggs for export 
hasnlwais been strenuously opposed by this 
journal. In addition to the consequential losses 
inseparable from sending oat of the country 
the seed of its greatest production, the actual 
loss on the business itself has been prominent- 
ly brought to public notice in the hope that 
some measures could have been devised to 
check and control, if not to prohibit this dis- 
astrous mid object iouablo trade. The result 
of last yciir's silk egg export, so far as 
sales made on tho spot are concerned, 
is well known. A very great first loss 
was sustained by the producers and dealers in 
silk eggs ; and the secondary loss must In? 
estimated from tho fact that tho European, 
particularly the Italian silk crop of this sea- 
son, are more than sufficient for all the re- 
quirement* of the markets Hut there i« 
another matter which deserves attention as 
showing how hopeless it is for Japauesn to 
attempt to influence the trade in silk eggs in 
Europe, or to endeavour to free themselves 
from the thraldom imposed upon them by the 
few Italian yraineuis, those birds of passage 
who visit Japan to return with the mentis of 
supplying Europe with tho chief production of 
Japanese industry — silk — upon terms of tho 
greatest advantage to themselves and directly 
injurious to tho best interests of Japanese 
commerce. It will be remembered that, in 
view of the low prices offered by silk egg pur- 
chasers lust season, n parly of Japanese re- 
presenting silk egg growers of Nhimumura, 
Shiiishtu, Oshiu,' and other favourilo districts, 
proceeded to Italy in charge of a large quan- 
tity of silk eggs. The eggs were undoubtedly 
superior to any that had left Japan in that 
season, or to any that remained ; in faet, they 
were of the best quality, and no doubt was 
entertained that these eggs would be easily 
disposed of at current rates. On arrival in 
Italy tho vendors found themselves avoided. 
They were unable to sell a card : and after 
wailing until the season for purchase had 
passed by, all tho cards were destroyed, and 
those in charge of them returned to Japan. 

This is a scvoro lesson for Japanese mer- 
chants in many ways ; especially so in regard 
to the conceited fancy which leads to the 
belief in their own ability to do all their 
foreign trade direct, without the necessary 
knowledgo of tho manners, customs, rules of 
limine**, the law of supply and demand, and 
the influences of politics upon an active, intel- 
ligent, and busy people like the producers, 
manufacturers, and merchants of Europe. 



TJro.i the assumption that rice it money 
and currency is not, or that the holders of rico 
are staunch believers in that theory, how is 
it possible to reconcile the official quotation 
for currency exchange with the enrrent quota- 
tion for rice, the speculative shosha for both 
articles having becu closed ? 

Axotiikb question arises naturally out of 



the foregoing. If an allowance of 20 per ft 
bo made to the selling price of Saigon rice 
as the proportionate value of the superior 
Japanese grain, iho market quotation for the 
latter lo-dav is equivalent to an exchange of 
175 for currency, while Iho official exchange 
quotation is 137. Which is right ? Or are 
both wrong ? 



Tnr. Japanese papers con tin no to publish rice 
quotations telegraphed from London. The lust 
rnlo whs 10*. f»d, perewt. If we take the whole- 
sale price of riec in Tokio to-day it will soon 
be seen that so tar as the English market is con- 
cerned export is out of the question. Yen 11.53 
per koku is tho price in the tr.idc circular, 
which means a sterling equivalent at 137 and 
3s. Od. of 10s. Hi I. per cwt. on tho spot. If 
to this be milled the charges upon shipment to, 
ami realisation in London, a cargo of luoo Ions 
would probably result in the substantial loss of 
about $20,000. 



I? the neln-il cost oT product ion of ri<'c, ns 
stated by I he 'IVki > eh imVr of commerce, docs 
not i-Xi-i ed. for an avenge crop, yen 2 -15 per 
koku, « hy should the market price of rice in 
Tokio be yon 11.50, last year's crop having 
been abuudftut ? 



Thk total amount of paper currency issued, 
including national bank notes, docs not 
exceed U7.000.0O0, of which 30,000,000 
is in the treasury and temporarily with- 
drawn from circulation. This is a Very 
reassuring statement of the position, but unfor- 
tunately it does not appear to meet with the 
credence to which it is entitled. The nation has 
supported a larger issue than Ibis at par with, 
even at a premium on, silver, and if the finance 
minister will take steps to furnish reasonable 
proof that tho indebtedness of the government 
for satsn does not exceed the sum stated, tho 
officials may be withdrawn from tho exrhango 
marts. Their occupation will ho gone, becauso 
paper will, from natural causes, spring to par or 
thereabout. This countrv can, it has been 
demonstrated, use 120,000,000 of pnper yen. 
As symbols of money that sum will pass with- 
out depreciation, and it would bo useful to 
know what causes are in operation to depress 
tho official rate to 1.17 and tho rico rato to 
175 ; and how the great discrepancy arise*. 

A Cttuiroif duct. J. B„ refers to the trickery 
which he alleges to be commonly practiced 
upon mates of ships by Chineao shippers of 
curgo, and to the number of claims for short 
delivery sod damage to goods, which arise at 
tho port of destination. He also urges the 
necessity for some system of protection, point- 
ing out with much justice, that the chief officers 
of vessels are generally the sufferers, and not 
infrequently to the loss of their situations. We 
have no doubt good grounds exist for the 
grievances complained of, but we fail to see 
how claims for short delivery of cargo can be 
met with the bare assertions that the quantity 
declared on the bill of lading was not shipped, 
that the shippers' agents were fraudulent, and 
that the only proof of shipment is the quantity 
found on board the vessel at the timo of her 
discharge. 

The priuriple involved in the contract of 
carriage is that '' every bill of lading in the 
hands of a consignee or indorsee for value, 
representing goods to have been shipped on 
bnsrd a vessel, is conclusive evidence of the 
shipment as agaiuit the master nr other person 
who signs it, notwithstanding the goods, or 
part of thrin, may not have been so shipped." 
The rights of indorsees and other third 
parlies would be materially endangered by 
any deviation from, or modification ol the con- 
ditions which hind tho shipowner or master 
to an unqualified delivery of the cargo specified 
upon the bill of lading. Whenever trickery 
is suspected ami proof can be obtained, claims 
for short delivery or ship damage can be suc- 
cessfully resisted. The statute provides (hit 
the rcgula'i in quoted above is not applicable 
"if (lie holder of the bill of lading has actual 
notice at tho time when ho receives it that 
tho goods have not beea laden on board j .ml 
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Ibe person who signed tho hill of lading may 
exonerate Mrasell by showing that the mis- 
representation was caused, without ntiy default 
on his part, hy tho fraud of the shipper, or 
holdor of tho bill of lading, nr of sonic person 
Under whom he claims." We quote this pas- 
f age to show our correspondent that the law 
contemplated auch case* us he complains of, 
and has provided a remedy. If will bo clear, 
however, that, in the absence of reason- 
able proof of fr.'iud, it would be bulb idle and 
vexatious to urge in defence lli.it tho claims 
preferred h.ive their origin in deception 
practiced upon the officers of tho ship at tho 
timo tho cargo was laden on board. 

Our correspondent avers that the officers of 
merchant ships are simple men. That may be, 
but it is Tory seldom a Chinese shipping 
clerk is able to overreach them, or to match 
their power of objurgation and asseveration 
should a diffrrencii arise in tho tally of goods I 
on board I ho ship. For our part, we should 
bo inclined to think tho average first or second 
officers of steamers employed on the roiivts of 
China and Japan, more than a match for all 
the Chinese shipping clerka that ever "jug- 
gled " cargo on board a veesel : and that any 
farther protection than that now provided for 



rory secretary of the association which seemed 
to fall to pieces on Mr. Barnard's departure to 
Europe some few years ago. Tho committee 
will draw up rules to bo submitted to a general 
meeting of members appointed for tho loth 
instant. 

A votn of thanks to the chairman, Mr. 
Kirkwood, brought the proceedings to a close. 



Ws 



arc very pleased to learn that the 
difficulty which at one timo threatened to 
lead to an unpleasaut misunderstanding be- 
tween tho representatives of foreign [lowers 
and tho Jap.»nc«e government, has beon success- 
fully 'encountered by the consul for tho 
Netherlands. Tho rice shosha at No. 5o 
was nominally conducted by one F. Maurico, 
described on the sign as Hollander," but, 
as we suspected, there is no person of that 
name which had been assumed by n person 
who, wo will, hope, win ignorant of 
the gravity of the mattor in which he 
engaged, or of the possible consequences. 
Tho use of tho fictitious name was alone suf- 
ficient grouud for the issuance of a judicial 
order to close the shosha, which accordingly 
ceased to exist almost before it was opened, 
and certainly before any business was done 
there. 

t This is matter for very earnest congratula- 
tion, and we havo little doubt the government 
will see in the prompt action of Mr. vander 
Pot, consul for the Netherlands, the expression 
of a sincere desire on the part of foreigners' 
generally to act towards the authority of Japan 
with tho best of good faith. 

Tho matter is one that will not be without 
value. When the government find that for- 
eigners will not tolcrato any open brouch of 
Japanese law, that they will act in all sneh 
matters with loyalty and good faith, and that 
tho foreign settlement cannot be Used as a 
cover for law-breakers, no matter what 
their nationality may be; it is not unlikely that 
a more cordial undemanding may spring up 
between the Japanese authorities and the few 
foreigners resident in this country. 

It is satisfactory to leant tint the Yokohama 
Itiflc, Association has been restored. At a 
meeting held at the United Club yesterday (1st 
instant), it was resolved to rc-furm the associa- 
tion on a solid basis. More than thirty name* 
nro already on the member's list, and it U 
confidently experted thnt sr. soon »» ihc resus- 
citation of Ihe association is generally known 
a large addition of Japanese und foreign mem- 
ber* will lie announced. 

The meeting elected a committee of three, 
Messrs. Fuvrc-Uraudt.Ulennio and Barnuid, the 
latter bavinj acted for aomo yours as tho hoao- 



0.1 Saturday afternoon (26th ult.). Married 
met Single to play off the " rub" each having 
one game to their credit. The fine weather and 
the band of the Th(mi$ brought out tho greatest 
number of visitors seen on tho ground this 
season Those who came f..r the music must 
have been delighted, and tlmsc who take an 
interest in tho game saw the best cricket 
played on the ground for some time, for, 
although the scores were not so large, the 
bowling and fielding on both slides were belter 
than wo have seen this season. 

Married went on with a second inning* and 
scored forty-six fr, r six wiekcta when time 
was called. Below is tho score for the first 
innings. 



A. Hearne, b. Strango 


- • • - ■ ■ 


... 1 


t". It. Cobden, b. Thomson ... 





... 13 


C. I). Moss, run out 




... 1 


Dr. Wheeler, b. Strang- 




... 1 


J. P. Motlison, c. D' Almeida, b. 


8 1 range 


... 20 


B. Durant. b. Strango ... ... 




... 10 


J. DodiU, e. Da,rk-s, b. Strango 





... 3 


0. It. Dallas, not out 




... 3 


F. A. Cope, b. Thomson 


M 


... 0 


E. I). Murray, b. Thomson ... 


- i ■ 


... 0 


E. V. Kilby. b. Thomson 





... 0 


O. Hodges, b. Thomson 


M*j Mf 


... 1 


Log byes 


• •• - •« 


... 2 


^J r,V * • «.» 

■ t ludJ 





... 2 




... S 


Total 




... 6S 


SlNULS. 






D'Alroei.la. b. Dodds 




... 3 



Hearue 



C. E. Stephens, a Mollisqn, b. Wheeler 

W. B. Thomson, b. Wheeler 

II. A. Herbert, c. Molliaon, b. Wheeler 
F. W. Strange, b. Wheeler 
— . Thompson, e. Durant, b. 
F. II. Trevctbick. run out 

H. Barlow, b. Hearno ... 

I. D. Hutchison, a i 
A. Milne, not run ... 
A Davics, b. Hearno 
W. J. Shand, b. 



Byes ... 
Widea.. 



Total 



n 

23 

n; 

13 
0 
2 
5 
2 
1 
1 
2 



A ri.EAS4.vr cricket mulch came off yesterday 
(^Slh ult.; between an eleven of the navy and 
visitors to Yokohama, und an eleven of the 
club, the latter securing an easy victory in one 
innings, the opposing eleven suffering every 
disadvantage inseparable from want of practice. 

The band of Ihe Iron Dultt enlivened the 
proceedings, and the weather was of the 
charming brilliancy and genial tem|ieruture 
that distinguish the few days immediately 
preceding tho commencement or summer. 

XaVV ANI> VISITORS. 

First luniuj^a. 

J. F. Charley, b. Thomson 0 

E. J. Bain, b. Abbott 2 

C. E. Stephens, e. De-Ms, b Abbott 11 

J, A. Bennett, b Thomson o 

H. M. Murphy, b. Thoutsoti g 

C. H. Kanabani, b. Thomson J 

Tims. V Thouias, e. Cobdeu, it. AbWt ... 0 

A. I'. F.tln-Umn, b. Abbott 2 

A. IV.di, <•. 11 .«»rin', ).. Abbot t 0 

J. HorrtKan, e. Thomson, b Abbott 0 

L. Bmwninir, not out 

u 

JV'tfR Hye I 

^ lil*- - n..« , 4 ... 1 

Total ... ... 



J. F. Charley, b. Abbott 

E. J. Bain, e. Trevethick, b. Thomson 
C. E. Stephens, c. MoIIisoa, b. Abbott 

J. A. Bennett, b. Abbott 

H. M. Murpby, b- Abbott 

C. U. Sandbaiu, b. Abbott 

Thos. F Thomas, e. Cohden, b. Abbott 
A. P. Kthelston. e. Cobden, b. Abbott 

A. Fetch, b. Abbott 

J. Horrigan, not out 
L. Browning, c. J 

Leg Byes 

Wides... 



Total 

Thx Club. 

E. Abbott, e. Snndhaui, b. Bennett 

B. Durxut. b Charley 

I. U. Thompson, e. Sondhant, b- Bennett.. 
J. P. Mollison. c. Stephen*, b. Bennett .. 

F. 1 1 . Trovothick b. Bennett 

W. b. Thomson, not out 

.1 . Dodds, c. and b. Stephens 

E. Wheeler, c. Bain, b. Murphy 

J. D. Hutchison, b. Murphy 

A. Hearne, c. Stephen, b. Bennett 

C. H. Cobden, b. 1 

Byes 

Wide* 



0 
0 
7 
2 

C 

11 
o 
t 
s 
l 
i 
a 

51 



13 

7 
2+ 

C 
22 
0 
H 
0 

r. 
i 
l 
l 



Total ... 



...100 



MoifsntUB DC Snttrvi and Admiral Knomoto, 
haro visited tho Yokoska arsenal. Ilia Rus- 
sian despatch boat Abrek, which has had very 
extensive reparations at a great expense, was 
inspected. Tho vessel will soon be ready for 
sea. 8ho has heou in dock nearly six mouths. 



Tub United States war steamer Ashutlat en- 
tered the port on the 30th June. Sinco her last 
visit to Japan sho has been transformed. She 
has now a sightly stern, her old decks and 
deck-beams have been renewed, and a general 
repair hns been effected at a cost, it is said, of 
975,000 dollars. The vessel is much improved 
in appearance, and is reported to be in all ways 
the better for tho structural alterations. 



Tnr. Courritr tin Jn/ion states that Monsieur 
Angot, lately connected with tho French mili- 
tary mission, has been engaged to servo the 
Japanese government. This gentleman should 
be very useful to tho Japanese cavalry as he 
is skilled in tho military vctinary art. 



Mast barbarous or semi-civilised tribes v 
are addicted to tho custom of oarth-oaling, 
and such a habit exists in some parts of 
the northern island of Japan. The origin 
of this custom has beon ascribed to various 
causes but it seems most probable that, 
in the majority of cases, the habit has been 
formed in times of great scarcity, when the 
people ate the earth in nrd-r to partially dis- 
tend the alomaeh and so in a measure allay 
the pangs of hung r, and that from this the 
custom bit- ,irae a habitant disease. In no case, 
yet examined, of on earth so used, has any 
appreciable amount of real nutriment benn 
discovered. In Java a fat clay is used; in 
Lapland a similar cnrlll cnuthiniug mica mado 
into a kind of luc id ; in the soulh of Persia a 
carbonate of magnesium and calcium. Home 
negro tribe* and frihrs of American Iudisus 
are also eurlh-ealers. 

Mr. U. 0. Love of Now York has rcceutly 
communicated to the Chemical Xart an 
analysis of a sampl' of earth obtained from a 
bed several fret in thiekue»s ( in u small valley 
at Tsi etonai on tho north coast of Yeit i and 
used as food (?) by the Aiuos. This earth is 
ol a li^ht grey colour and very fine in structure, 
it is made into s,)up, with lily roots and water, 
by tho Aiuos. It is essentially u clay, similar 
to that used by tho Javauwe but richer iu 
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silica; the sample examined contained but s 
small amount of organic ra.it tor, which consisted 
of fragments of leave* possessing nti aromatic 
odour and perinea intentionally mixed with 
the earth on that account. It is laid that in 
some parts of Japan a red bolo is made into 
cake* and eaten by the women with the idea 
and wish of giving themselves elegant and 
slender forms. 

It is also rumoured thut among the opposite 
sex, not exclusively natives of the luud, u 
similar diseased habit arising from the opposite 
wish, to get fnt. is not unknown. An accurate 
analysis of this dirt has not yet been made hut 
its permanent nutritive properties appear to be 



Ir is mill by I lie Shanghai Conner, that the 
Maiqnis Tseng returned In Loudon from St. 
Petersburg, anil that he thereupon engaged 
Colonel Cordon, U.K. for the military service 
of China. As Colonel Cordon still retains ins 
commission as a British officer, tho engagement 
must have been miido with the approving 
consent of II. R M. government. Tho post of 
militiiry director or adviser to tho Chinese 
empire had been offered to Colonel Guidon 
previously, and was declined by him, for what 
reason we do nut know. Negotiations were 
subsequently opened with other western soldi- 
ers of distinction, but, we have Intel! told, full- 
ed also, because uo foreign officer of repute 
would accept the post if any liability to inter- 
ference on tho psrt of corrupt and necessarily 
hostile mandarins should he imposed. Tho diffi- 
culties of Major Holland and Colonel Gordon in 
1862, 1SC3, and 1SC1 aio well known. It w is 
always difficult to obtain regulsr pay and 
rations for the troops, and there wore continual 
grounds for rcmonalranco about the quality of 
the munitions of war, the number of transport 
coolies, boats, Jtc, 4c. Most men would have 
got tired of the incessant friction and squab- 
bling, but Colonel Gordon was n patient man 
and his will was strong, so that brlore he gave 
up the command of tho disciplined fores he 
had vanquished the thievish official* high and 
low. 

Colonel Gordon's first tronblo will ogai'i be 
with tho civil and military mandarins, and 
unless he hits tho loyal support of the very 
great men like Tso, Li, and the Tartar military 
governors, his energiee will be frittered away 
by incessant disputes with generals of division, 
who draw pay and rations for 20,000 men 
and havo but half or two-thirds of that num- 
ber in camp. The colonels must get their 
squeeze, the form of which is generally to 
charge the state eight taels per month per 
man and pay five, oud from the general to the 
drummer boy ever) one robs. 

Colonel Gordon has a most difficult task 
before him, and his tactical and strategic plans 
may be the least anxieties ho will have to 



sou to believe that by the winter he will be 
able to make strategic dispositions that, for 
immedi.ite requirements, would suffice to guar- 
anty tho integrity of Chinese territory. 

Very large quantities of small arms are 
coming out from Europe, and several batteries 
of field artillery of great power. Torpedoes 
will be used for the defence of the Chincso 
ports nnd rivers, and already much progress 
hr.s been made in the preparation of a defensivo 
system. 

Tin last mail from England brought fur- 
ther details about the Russian Pacific and 
China tleet, the extent and power of which has 
greatly' excited the Russian pa|>eTs whoso 
editor* dream of new conquests of Chinese 
territory, new and magnificent Russian marls 
and arsenals on th<' Pacific, tho growth of a 
vigorous offshoot of the Ilussi in empire in 
Sibei in. and in Xotlln'm China, and the cnui- 

lll:llel of the Sens. 

We will presently refer again to this new 
dream »f empire, us to some extent, we 
it will take shape ami have success. 



guns was fired ,at noon, but it had a 
melancholy rather than an inspiriting sound. 
A drearier day could not well bo imagined for 
this season of the year. Its depressing influence 
seemed to extend to every one, even our Ameri- 
can fellow residents, who are generally the soul 
of fun and humour on such occasions not ex- 
cepted, and dullness reigned supremo. 



The report published a few days ago to the 
effect that fourteen out of twenty-five vessels 
forming the navy of Japan arc unfit for service, 
is a mutter, if true, of the meat serious im- 
portance. The Chinese government have been, 
and still are acquiring ironclads, but until 
now Japan has had a preponderating fleet, a 
circumstance not without its rtfect in certain 
quarters where the friendly feeling towards 
Japan is mere outward show. When it is 
found that the fleet upon which tho 
defensive strength of a country liko Japan 
mainly depends, end which has cost the nation 
so much money, has its existence to the ex- 
tent of seven-twelfths upon paper nlone, one 
of two things must result : (1) the decline of 
the naval prestige of Japan, and her cons«- 
quent weakened influence in China ; or (2) 
the almost immediate expenditure of several 
million dollars to be provided by — a depleted 
treasury or a people who havo nothing to 
pay with but unredeemed government pro- 



pay wil 
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from China, about Chung 



We are informed by various correspondents, 
tint China is really preparing for a war which 
she has not provoked, and whose results she 
awaits with anxiety and fear, but which is yet 
deemed to bo inevitable. It is said that at Peking 
many considerations are taken into account at 
the imperial councils. It is tube pnsuuirl the 
Ruesian intrigues in Mongolia and Manchuria 
are even held to he mure important to the 
Chinese empire than the question of the re- 
occupation of Hi. The arrival of Colonel 
Oerdott if eagerly awutUd a* Ibero U rea- 



On Saturday tho 3rd inst., their Excellencies 
Okuma, sangi, and Ytitnaou, minister of public 
works, were received on hoard the new steamer of 
the Mitsui Russian Kwaisha, the Toritomo Hunt. 
After the visit the ministeis and a select party 
of guests were entertained at breakfast by the 
hospitable owners of a new and independent 
lino of steamers. Prospects arc brightening 

for the — , well, say the farmers of Japan 

who urgently require such increased coasting 
facilities as are afforded by honest and opon 
competition. 



Til* great anniversary of American indepen- 
dence was observed on the filh instant with 
mime faint outward show of celebration, but 
, widely different frr m that nf previous years. 
. From an early hour in the morning tho 
jrain felt with dogged pertinacity, and the 
flags with which some patriotic persons 
i.'Ve to signalise their nationality hung in 
d amp and heavy folds in the m»1 innlcss air 
'Hie muddy stress were in unison with the 
leaden sky. and even in Ike harbour the wet 
veil of mist almost hid from view the several 
meiT-of war all decorated from taffr .il by 
royal mast head to jibboom wfth the hunting 
of* .,11 nations, tho "Stars and Stripes " in the 
place of honour. A salute of 



Sokr curiosity is expressed to know whe- 
ther the noble aspirations of Ihc Tokio cham- 
ber of commerce embodied in thoir opening 
address of two years ago, have been carried out 
to the extent of even one per ce.it. Specula- 
tion upon the possibility of some movement of 
this body in defence of the true commercial 
interests of Japan, is aroused by the fresh 
evidence afforded of the resolute resolve 
to hold the entire coait trade as a close govern- 
mental monopoly, not withstanding the certainty 
lb it the first essential to improvement in Japa- 
nese trado is increased facilities for transport, 
internal and by coast marine. 

Thcro is mi impression that because this 
iniquitous system is So persistently attacked 
by a foreign journal Ihc objective is advan- 
tage lo foreign interests. A greater ormr 
cannot be committed. 'Die dog in tho manger 
policy of Japanese, official and lay, is thorough- 
ly well known and appreciated at its tiue 
value by foreigners; who feel that any 
measure of reform which should in any way 
ii. elude direct beneficial advantages to for- 
eigners would he instantly rejected without 
argument, by those periotis whose province 
it is to decide upon such matters, con- 
sequently no such propositions arc put for- 
ward at tho present day. Tho proposal to 
extend the coast trade is not, therefore, as 
Japanese would very readily see if they could 
disperse the prejudice which clouds a judg- 
ment by no menus clear under the most 
favourable circumstances, lo forward for- 
eign interests in any direct manner, but to 
place in the hands of real Japanese mer- 
chants (itxrcAviuU as distinct from official 
monopolists) the only instrument which will 
] enable them lo do what I hey so earnestly 
I desire— expand their trade to dimensions 
I comcwhnt greater than tho operations of ■ a 
parcel of petty shopkeepers and peddlers 
which seem to bound the commerce of tho 
empire in greater degreo now than twenty 
years ago. That instrument is simply tho 
power to be granted lo Jo/mimm, lo employ for 
Jupanttt cargo and Jnfwuttt trjde solely, ves- 
sels other than those belonging to the govern- 
ment steamship companies. 

When the Tokio chamber of commerce deals 
with Ibis mutter on its merits it will do as 
great a service to Ihc agricultural and landed 
interests as that rendered lo the commerce 
of Japan by Mr. Godai at Guka a few days 
ago. 



Wu have information to which we cau trust, 
staling that Ihc Russian fleet in these waters 
will, in about two months' time, be increased to 
thirty vessels. TVre will be three iron-clads, the 
,1/ioin, f'rin ft l'i,',iirtkij, and 0>«fni( J'lmi.ul, 
nnd the Russian papers speak also of the larrct 
ship Pftr the Grrit being added. The rest of 
the fleet will be composed of fast arid heavily 
armed vessels. It would appear that some 
q uestions of neutrality may * ion require 
settlement, am) as British interests are com- 
paratively large it is not improbable tho 
mutter is already engaging the attention uf tho 
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Correspondence. 



(IT He are not retpoifiU* f<r the nfinioni 
txprtnttd by eorretpoiuUnU. 

I'Al'ER-MAKINU IN JAPAN. 

To the Editor of tlic Japm Unzette. 

Dun Sm : — It np|H'ir» from the UUhe ar- 
ticle, reproduced by you, I tint the " Imperial 
Government of Japan " hare entered the Euro- 
pean market as vendors of paper mid claim 
to have " established large paper milla at 
Tokio." On tins |K>int let me say that there are 
now eight mills in Japuti — of these seven arc 
owned by Japaucse and one is foreign property. 

Of the seven one belong! to the government, 
two or throo receive government aid, one he- 
longs to tho rauuiripality of Kioto, another to 
Assano, ex-daimio of Geishu, uud ouc U 
abut dp. 

The first openod was that built by Mr. Doyle 
at Hits in 1874, and tho total capacity of these 
eight mills on full timo is fivo tons of say book 
and uows-pspor in twenty-four hours — the go- 
vernment mill having, betides tho machine, 
baud vats iu which aro mado some of those 
papers for which they are asking ou tho London 
market the equivalent of from 35 cents to CO 
cents per pound, and iu some of which their 
tree bark fibre* aro introduced : some are ren- 
dered insect proof, water proof, lire prool, etc., 
by tho application of now well known Euro- 
pean processes and for which, 1 believe, this 
honourable government pays no royalty. 

Id the Japanese mills " no foreigner uced 
apply " : they prefer to hobble along ou the 
scant eiperience of these few years,— n fact 
which at once shows the aptitude of tho people 
for the work and the shallowness of the present 
policy of management. 

To encoarago the exportation of mill made 
paper the five per cent, ad valorem export duty 
was removed a couple of years ago, and at once 
the press and people began to talk about sup- 
plying the world with paper ! 

To this ond one foreign gentleman has been 
engaged and sent to Europe by the government 
— another has been appointed agent in Yoko- 
hama. These gentlemen, if 1 am rightly inform 
od, have never had experience in the paper trade 
as a distinct branch of business or profession. 
Thoy no douBt possess, however, the ability 
to servo the government as merchaut traders, 
which may be all that is requisite. 

The extcut of tho field upon which the go- 
vernment thus cuter eau bo imagined when 
it is considered that in the United States uloue 
there are in round numbers l,t)0y paper mills, 
costing $40,001 t.ttOO, producing 1,000 tons of 
paper jki doy for w hieli they receive $1 ,500,000 
per week and pay out to over 25,000 hands 
$1,000,000 j )t r month in wages. 

As to the rest of the world, Alex. Firics 
Son's Stornywood mill, on the Dim, live miles 
troni Aberdeen, covets 13,000 tsubo ot land, — 
a gient part ot the buildings three, lour and 



best 



five stories high, — emjiln 
s utiles 0,000 tons 
5,000 tons finest 
050 horse power 
steam gei .trilling t> 
• urning b'J tons of 
envelope factory ut 



rugs 



papers p 

Water 
ut, ,» 

co : .| ,ln, 

Aberdeen 



hands, eon- 
ud puis out 
:r annum ; with 
wheels and 13 
X * each, con- 
y. They own un 
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This is only one out of 400 mills in England, 
700 in France, 600 iu Germany — or say one 
out of about 3,000 paper mills in Europe and 
America, with over 3,000 paper machines in 
actual operation. 

Ouo other of these 3,000 mills, Jessup and 
Moore's Mannyunk mill, Philadelphia, puts 
out 30 tons per day and they own four othor 
mills. 

So docs Prince Bismarck own a paper mill of 
that class in Prussia: then there arc the great 
works of such concerns ns the Dcnisons mid the 
Warrens of the Androscoggin; John A. Dush.iiie 
of XI. in lain], who works about n do/.eu mills ; 
the Crocker's »even mills on tin; Nashua (pro- 
ducing ten tons daily), ami the superb mills 
of Hampton and Iiirka Companies iu Mass- 
achusetts; tho P.irsons and the Whiting I'npcr 
Companies of Holyoke, each with an output ol 
about 50 tons of writing papers per week : the 
Smith & Co., wilh a weekly capacity of 125 
tons of books, news, and manilla, not to men- 
tion specifically tho famous works of Frauco 
and other countries. 

If the Japanese government's suppression of 
foreign interests in the paper trade of this 
country was removed and a fair field offered 
to practical foreign paper mill men in Japan, 
tho country is capable of profitably operating 
a hundred mills at once with room to ex- 
pand and thus millions of dollars would be 
annually fished out of what now goes down 
to the sea in the form of garbage, decayed 
vegetable matter, and water. 

As it is, the combined capacity of all the mills 
in Jupan equals about ouc quurtcr that of the 
Smith Company in the liltlo town of Lcc, 
Mass. And if 1 urn not mistaken llio paper on 
which you will print this couimunic.itioii is 
the product of one ol thoso mills and is made 
on an American cylinder machine from com- 
mon blue rag* of Japan. 

Hcspecllully yours, 

" HALF STUFF." 

Yokohama, June 28lh, 1880. 



conveyed by hi* shipping clerks.* 
shippiug clerks, adroit juggler* in their line, 
watch and take odvontage of the in*Utit that 
the raato'* attention is diverted, to juggle 
through an additional tally stick and repeat 
tho trick every timo they have a chance. Iu 
this manner they cause tho mate to give a 
receipt for more than ho has received, which 
to his surprise (if ho is a now hand) and lass 
he discover* at tho pluce of discharge. 8ap- 
poso now that three too many of thoso alicksf 
have been passed through ; the mate then signs a 
receipt for 103 packages and ultimately delivers 
only 100 packages : and there is start delivery of 
three packages. This, gentlemen, is a Common 
case ; and I assert that OU out of 100 cases of 
'• short delivery " are nothing clso but so many 
successful juggler's tricks. Tho extraordinary 
power these clrrk -juggler* passes* is the hug- 
bear of us mates when taking cargo fur Chin- 
ese shippers. 

I am glad that this meeting affords mo an 
opportunity of publicly expressing our eoiu- 
pluints and grievance*. It would bo very 
satisfactory if some "protective moasuros 
were taken against want i* considered, by tu, a 
vexatious trick. Wo mate* aro tho sufferer*, 
as the deficiency is deducted from our wugc* 
and a repetition is olton visitod upon us by 
dismissal from our ship*. 

It is true that the disrepute attaching to 

led 



the despicable pr* 



)f n> few unprincir. 



hiiud* and 

weekly. 



producing l-'.OOO.OOO envelopes 



SIIOKT DELIVERY AND 8HIP-UAMAQE. 



To the Editor of the /h/mh G.tittU. 

Drar Sib:— As the article "Tho Milsu 
Dishi Company and the Chinese Guild" in- 
terests mo considerably nnd personally, yon 
will oblige me much by giving the following a 
place in your columns. 

I note from your report lhat at the meeting 
of the Chinese guild held on the 15th instant, 
Mr. lwiisaki Yauoski was present. Tho idea 
may seem absurd ; but in my opinion a thief 
officer should have attended the meeting also'; 
because in cases o( short delivery, ami some 
limes iu eases of damage i.ls >, it i« him who 
mostly suffers. 

If I had b'cu h.mottrel wilh an imitatioi., 
and had Wm requested to t-tate my views on 
tho subject 1 would have addressed the meet- 
ing as follows : — 

Gentlemen: I see you eompliin of start deli- 
leni and dmiunje In your cargo. I know from 
mv own experience what Ibis sh.irl iWir<iy 
signifies, anl for jour benefit, and fur the 
lunerlt of Ibe public. I will proceed to ex- 
plain it by rrlitiug an instance of common, 
every day occurence. A Chinese merchant 
scud* gu board *ay 100 packogei of cargo, 



servants reflect* necessarily upon their em- 
ployer*. and, as is alway* the cue, the good 
suffer for tho bad. 

Concerning your damaged goods ; a* far a* 
my knowledge and experience go, just claims 
have always and reasonably been satisfied ; 
for the rest I will again present to you and 
the public a common incident to explain whut, 
in many cases, tho term " damaged goods " 
signifies. Goods are sent on board the pack- 
ing ol which is sliyhtly stained, or sliyhtly 
torn, or iliyhtly split, as tho case may be. Tho 
mate is in doubt whether to refuse or to tako 
such package*. The shipping clerk point* 
out that there is in fact no damage at all ; 
"ju»t an insignificant »tain not even penetrat- 
ing the outer packing " he lay*. " By refusing 
it you will seriously inconvenienco u» B »o he 
continues ; " and to relieve your mind from all 
anxiety we will mention the matter to our 
consignee ; thus you will not have the least 
trouble ;" etc. etc. In reality the damage cer- 
tainly doc* not seem worthy the name and to 
refuse the goods for a trifle like this would bo 
imprudent and over-cautious, and the mate 
take* them. When the goods are discharged 
the yujyUr at the other end simply refuses to 
take delivery on the ground of damage. The 
insignificant stain or rent or split has now 
become a packago wet through, or broken, or 
torn to pieces, ele., etc. The mate, of course, 
remembering the circumstance* of the ship- 
ments, remonstrate* ; grows angry: flics in a 
passion : and many high words pass, but all is 
ol no use. The whole thing is a mado up af- 
fair : a preconcerted arrangement. The owners 



* It is strange that although the Chiuesn.- tire 
very economical in ot tier things, they always semi 
off a numli'T of clerk* to ronvoy the en-go to 
t'ne ship ami tally it in. Very Strang.? iu .lend ! 
But not quite n.-xrilie-iMo when wo are acquainted 
with their .lc.yil uf h„ n .l tricks with the Uliy 
sticks. 

t Tally slii-ks are an.-ill piooes of wood. Kor 
every pvkage tbat parsed sneii a t.Uly i* given t»y 
a man outst'lo to allocber indole tbe *!iip ; usually 
(o one of the mates or a fr-igl;! ileik, or to soain 
I bo ly who* • duty it is to look o il that all th.i .-argo 
I is taken into tile ship for wliieb tins in.»U is to 
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of the ship very justly refuse to |wy, hut the 
reputation of the male tuff em considerably, and 
in some instances when the fraudulent claim is 
reluctantly admitted, has to pay the damage | 
into the bargain. I will not dwell upon the 
cases founded upon damttij* to packages held 
together by miserable straw ropes, or to boxes 
made of wretched, decayed, thin board*, or to 
■tutf that spoils the clothes or injures Ihe 
limbs of those who come in contuct with it. 
This then is Ihe "damage." Like. " short de- 
livery " it is, in almost every instance the direct 
consequence of Ihe arts of the shipper. 

I thank you in anticipation for tlie space 
grunted mo. We mnti-s nrc n very simple 
class <>f people but we arc no encumbers. Our 
blood may get hot sometime* and I hen we 
•peak out. It is too hud to hour people com- 
plaining that (heir slippery tricks sometimes 
fail ; hence this expression of my opinion. 

I am, 



Che ©nlports. 



dear sir. 

Yours obediently. 



J. B. 



Yokohama, June 20th, 1*80. 



■'CLEAN' - BILLS OK LADING. 

To the editor of tho Econnmut. 
SlB. — It has become a common practice 
for captains of ships, in order to oblige 
shippers, to sign "clean " bills of lading for 
goods as received " in good order and well 
conditioned," which, in troth, are dofectivc 
in quality or quantity. To protect them- 
selves, in enso of claim* made by the consig- 
nees as for damage done on hoard ship, the 
captains tnko from the shippers letters of 
indemnity. The practico works injustice to 
consignees, underwriters, and bankers — to 
all interested in knowing tho actual condition 
of the goods when shipped. 

It may bo replied that consignees have the 
reroody in their own hands, having the right, 
in exchange for " clean " bills of lading, to 
demand cither tho merchandise iu good con- 
dition, or tho goods, and tho difference be- 
tween thoir sound and damaged values. But 
tho answer is inadequate. In tho first place, 
shipowners now-a-days hedgo themselves 
about, by tho bills of lading, with so many 
exceptions to their liability, that for mer- 
chants to substantiate a claim against them 
is no easy matter. And, secondly, the 
aggrieved aro frequently third forties, such 
• as underwriters, who arc even inure unfavour- 
ably circumstanoed than consignees for the 
redress of their wrongs.— Your obedient 
servant, J- G. 

London, April 22, 1880. 



H10GO AXD OSAKA CUAMUEU OF 
COMMERCE ASD OSAKA NATIVE 
CUAMVEli OF C> 'ilitERCE. 

On Wednesday cvor.ing (30th nit.), a 
dinner was given at tho Custom Houso by 
Mr. Takahashi, Superintendent of Customs, 
to tho Presidont and Committee of the Kobe 
Chamber of Commerce, and tr> Mr. Godiii 
and Mr. Nakann, respectively President and 
Vice-President of tho Osnka Native Chnmlicr 
of Commerce. Tho object of the meeting 
was tho very laudable one of bringing the 
members of I lie Chambers of Commerce 
together, nod by discission and tho promotion 
nf more intimate and friendly relations to 
endeavour to encourage trade, to tho mutual 
benefit of lx>th parties. When it. is taken 
into consideration that a few years since the 
prominent officials, both central and local, 
cither adopted an obstructionist or at best a 
snpino policy, tho action of tho late Superin- 
tendent of Customs, Mr. Nagaokn, tho 
present Superintendent, Mr. Takahashi, and 
our popular Governor, Mr. Morioka, in 
regard to tho trade and prosperity of Kobe, 
cannot bo over-estimated or t..o highly 
praised. It is significant, and shows that 
tho official class have wisely concluded that 
anything they can do to advance the interests 
of" commerce is tho best form of patriotism, 
and thereby they serve their country in the 
most effective manner. 

Tho guests present were Messrs. Hughes 
St. John Browne, Goodison, Lenz, Kuyter, 
Abel, Upton, Uodai, Nakalio, and L'yemnia. 
The dinner was provided by Mr Jeuk-i. and 
reflected credit upon his establishment. After 
ample justico had been donu to the viands. 

Mr 'I'nkahashi rose and sahl ho regretted 
that bis knowledgo of the English language 
was so limited that it precluded tho possibility 
of his rondcring intelligibly what he wished 
to say to those present ; ho would therefore 
speak in his native tongue, and Mr. Upton 
afterwards read a translation. After 



any suggestion which you may make con- 
cerning the commerce of Kobe, the methods 
under which it is carried on, the best means 
to bo adopted for Increasing tho existing 
trade, or that may tend to promote the well 
being of Kobo and Osaka, will not only bo 
gladly listened to, but will recoive my most 
earnest attention, and with yonr kind 
cooperation I trust that wo may accomplish 
much real, tangible good. 

Mr. Taknhashi then drank to the health 
of his gueste. 

Mr Hughes, in responding, said he re- 
gretted thnt their orator, Mr. St John 
Browne, was not called upon to respond, 
but that since tho duty had dovolved upon 
In in, he could only say that he was oxtrcmely 
ph ased to rmot those present, and that the 
object of the meeting was a very laudable 
one, namely, the prosperity of Kobe, in 
which everyone present hud so deep au 
interest. After somo further remarks, Mr. 
Hughes begged leave lo propose a toaat 
which he was sure would bo heartily drank 
by all present, — " Tho prosperity of Kobe 
and Osaka." 

Mr. Oodai then rose, and, (through Mr. 
Uyemura, who kindly interpreted), mado 
some remarks which commended themselves 
to tho good sense of all present. Ho said he 
had long wished for such a meeting as the 
present one, and at last, through tho instru- 
mentality of his esteemed friend Mr. Taka- 
hashi, his desire was accomplished. He 
*aid it always appeared to him to bo au 
anomaly that the Osaka rnrrchanta purchased 
the bulk of their goods in Yokohama, and 
spent time and money in going there when 
(bey could got them just as cheap here in 
Kobo. Wns it because the Osaka merchanU 
lacked sense, or was it because there were 
obstacles in the way of their buying in. 
Kobe? It behoved all present to tako 
this matter into consideration, and see if 
somu plan conld net bo hit upon whereby 
tho tmde legitimately belonging to Kobe 
should no longer be diverted from its proper 
channel. He believed thnt the united talent* 
and energies of tho members of the two 
Chaml>crs of Commerce wore sufficient for 



An ourang-ontang has been brought to a 
foreign firm at Kobe, and s-mo Japanese 
speculators havo purchased it for l.loU yen. 
They intend to tako it to Nagoya to show tt> 
the Mikado, after which they will exhibit it. 
It is about the sir* of a hoy of H nr K. yen in 
of age, and it is said that it daily drink* 4 or 
5 aho of sake. [Wo prosumu this is the 
chimpanzee imported by the captain of the. 
Oxt'mUhirc, which was sold to a Jap-n.e.se for 
SfiilU; if be obtained 1,1 '0 yen for it so sunn 
after, his purchase he did n very good stroke 
of business indeed. We regret to see thnt 
the animal has acquired hail habits since he 
landed on Japanese soil.]— 11 AVer* Tmus- 



wonld .. 

he concluded his speech, the translation was ! ,| 14J nccomplishtnout of so desirable a result. 

For his part, ho would endeavour to lead 
tho Osaka merchants to his way of thinking 
and he trusted that the members of the HiogO 
Chamber of Commerce would afford every 
facility in their power to Oitaka purchasers. 
After some further remarks of a like nature, 
Mr. Godai proposed the health of the Hiogo 
and Osaka Chamber of Commerce (as some 
one remarked, " our noble selves") which 
was drnnk with enthusiasm. 

After he had sat down, Mr. Godai said he 
would go into tho snbject and find out the 
reasons why the Osaka merchants went to 
Yokohama, and that he would scuta written 
report to tho President of the Kobe Chamber 
of Commerce, and nskod that a written reply 
lie sent to him. As he put it: "If I will 
build a road from Kobe to Osaka, and there 
Is u river to be bridged over, I hopo that yon, 
w:!l buiid the bridge." 

Mr. St. John Browne asked Mr. Godai 
if the momkra of tho Osaka Chamber of 
Commerce did not do the very thing that he 
(Mr, Gndai) cotnpl lined of? 

Mr. Gndai acknowledged the fact. 
Mr. bti z said that in his- opinion the 
r.nscin why purchasers went to Yokohama 
was, that "there was a huge selection there, 
and nt times when holders of stocks were 
1 for money, better bargains were 



read a» follows : — Gentlemen, it affords me 
the utmost pleasure to see you hero this 
evening, and ynur presence upon this occasion 
is the best possible proof of the drop interest 
you take iu the prosperity of Kobo. Mr. 
Godai thirks with me that a meeting of the 
officers of the Kobo Foreign and Osaka 
Native Chambers of Commerce is likely to 
lie conducive of the most beneficial results 
to the trade of both Osnka aud Kobe. Any- 
thing that affects the general prosperity of 
Kulie concerns Osaka, and rice vcrtn, nnd if 
the only result of this meeting is to develop 
more intimate relations and friendly fil lings 
betweon the members of your res|M'ctivt 
bodies, I shall feel that the little I havo done 
in endeavouring to promote so desirable a 
result has not been in vain. With the ox- 
ceptiiiu of Mr. Hughes, the worthy President 
of tho Kobe Chamber of Commerce, who is 
an old and valued friend, I am perfectly a 
stranger to all .tho members of the Com- 
mittee: but the fact of their h 'ving been 
selected by the mercantile community to so 
honnnil.de a position is ihe highest guarantee 
,.f their ability and integrity, and I Itnst in 
I ha future to lie honored with their friund- 
d confidence. Anything that I can 
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prosperity of this poit, 1 shall bo only loo gnuiclimra made ; and furthermore tho local 
happy te perform ; aud 1 cau truly say that competitors did not know tho price paid for 
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goods, which uufortnuately ni» not the case 
when bought here. 

In answer to questions by Mr. Rnyter m 
to when the regular mooting* of tlio Oftnka 
Chamber of Commerce were held, and how 
often the market report* were published. 

Mr. Godai stated that (.he constitution of 
the Osaka Chamber of Commerce differed 
from that of KoIk>,~ in renpect (1ml. every 
separate brunch of business lind its own 
Chamber of Commerce or Guild ; I here were 
81 branches of business represented in (he 
Osaka Chamber of Commeree, ench Guild 
electing a Chairman mid two Vice-Chairmen 
aa their representatives, nnd these rcprokn- 
tativea constituted the Chamber. A market 
report was printed every dny and telegraphed 
to Kobe. 

Mr. Hughes wishrd to know why the. 
Supply of copper had f.-.llen off this year ? 

Mr. Godai said that a l.irgc contract hud 
been made with a German lirui, aud that 
tho Mint waa now coining (5,000 yen daily. 

Mr. Takahashi desired to risk what article 
of Japanese production was of most benefit 
to Kobe, and whether it would bear a still 
greater increase ? 

Tho unanimous opinion wna that tea is the 
great staplo ; and in regard to the tea trade. 

Mr. Goodison made, substantially, the 
following romarka, which cannot bo too 
highly ooinmvndod to tho attention of the 
producers. He said that as far as his ex- 
perience goes, tho quality of the tea has 
deteriorated year by year ; it was not so 
good this year an it was hist year, and not so 
good last year as tho year before. The 
native brokers, — amongst whom there was 
a keen competition, as there waa amongst 
the foreign merchants, — made up their mus- 
ters) by taking some from aay every five or 
ten boxes, but the brokers anid that when 
they camo to open tho boxes, sonio of them 
were half filled with dust, and foreign mer- 
chants found this to bo the case. Year by 
year the quality of tho tea grow worse and 
worse ; the producer looked to nothing but 
the immediate profit to tie obtained, aud 
carod nothing about tho future. The ouly 
market for Japan teas is America ; let Japan 
lofto that— and lose it she will, if the exist- 
ing State of affairs continued — and tho ex- 
port of Japan teas would then stop. The 
Indian, Formoean, and China teas would thon 
as a matter of course take tho plice now 
occupied by Japan. 

Mr. Takahashi said that Mr. Morioka, the 
Governor, regretted that ho could not bo 
preacnt, owing, to tho press of business con- 
sequent upon (ho approaching visit of the 
Emperor, but that Mr. Morioka had request- 
ed that if anything of interest transpired ho 
should be informed .thereof . Mr. Takahashi 
thought that tho imperilling of the tea trade 
was a matter of national importance, and he 
would report the matter* to tho Governor fur 
his consideration. 

Mr. St. John Browne thought that for- 
eigners had tho matter in their own hands ; 
if the ten wna not up to tho muster, reject it 
and refuse to buy, and the adulteration would 
soon ceo6o. 

Some discussion afterward* took place as to 
the beet means to be adopted for encouraging 
the direct exportation of silk from this port. 

Mr. Takahashi said it was intended to 
establish a silk exchange. 

It ia impossible to givo oven a return ti of 
all that passed, but when the company 
separated at 'J. SO, tho general impression ap- 
peared to be that a pleasant as well as a pro- , 
Stable, evening bad been spent,- liiogo < 



Tali U. 8. CONSUL-GENERAL'S TRIP 
UP TUB YANQTSZE. 

( N.-C. J>.irty Nem. ) 

The U. S. corvelto Ashntlot, Commander 
Johnson, left hero on Saturday, tho 6th inst., 
having on board O. N. Denny, Esq., United 
States Consul-General at Shanghai, and Mr. 
F. I). Cheshire, who accompanied him as 
interpreter. The man-of-war arrived at 
Chitikiang tho next morning, and immediate- 
ly saluted the Chineso Hag with a national 
salute, which was returned from the forta on 
the hill. A similar saluto was fired at all the 
opon ports visited during the trip. Tho 
Tootai with several other native officials paid 
n visit to the Consul-General on board the 
A.ihuelot during the day, hut expressed his 
willingness to excuse him from returning the 
visit, tho yatnen being so far from tho vessel. 
After ill. Douuy and tho Commander and 
several of the officers of tho AshnJ.t had 
been entertained by tho U. S. Consul, Mr. 
William Ij. Scruggs, tho party proceeded to 
Nanking, arriving there on Tuesday morning. 
Although Nanking is not an open port, 21 
guns were fired as a saluto to tho Acting 
Viceroy, Wu Yuan-ping, who had been pre- 
viously notified of the Conaul-Goneral's arri- 
val, and this saluto was returned by the 
Admiral in command of fivo Chineso gun- 
boats lying there, four being of tho "nlpha- 
lietical " class, and the fifth a war-vessel 
built nt Fonchow. Tho distance from the 
landing-place to tho Viceroy's yanieti being 
some Bix or sovon miles, tho Taotai caused 
official chairs to bo provided for Mr. Denny, 
Mr. Scruggs (who had accepted an invitation 
to visit Hankow with the party). Commander 
Johnson of tho Aihitflvl, seven of his officers, 
and Mr. Cheshire. The Acting Viceroy re- 
ceived his guests with groat courtesy, and 
said that ho hoped that if tho reception he 
offered were lacking in completeness in any 
way, ho hoped Mr. Denny would attribute it 
to tho circumstance that ho had never receiv- 
ed a foreign official before, aud ao perhaps 
was not thoroughly acquainted with all tho 
ceremonial details that should bo observed on 
such occasions. An interviuw of about an 
honr or an hour-aud-a-half's duration took 
place, in which Mr. Denny took occasion to 
enlarge on the iinmonso natural and mineral 
wealth of China, and to point out bow tho 
development of (ho internal resources of the 
Empire, according to Western ideas, wonld 
benefit (ho nation at large. Tho Acting 
Viceroy appeared greatly interested in the 
conversation, but seemed (o think that the 
greater part of his countrymen wcro content 
with their present condition. His Excellency 
also observed in the course of the interviow 
that if official visits such as tho present were 
more frequent 1-etweon tho foreign and 
Chineso authorities, tho transaction of busi- 
ness would 1« grrntly facilitated, and the 
relations between them greatly improved. 
He expressed a wish to return tho Consul- 
General's visit, but that gentleman explained 
to him that tho vci»sel would only ha able 
to remain a short time, and as His Excellency 
would have to make a long journey to reach 
it he would have much pleasure in c.vcusing 
him. The party then returned to the .-l«Ai.v." 
hit, which proceeded to Wulin. arriving (lure 
about six o'clock on Thnrsdny morning. Mr 
Der.ny went ashore, and, in the course of 
conversation with some of the residents wns 
given to understand that although thu trade 
of the port was not at present so largo aa it 



might bo, yet there seetnod to be possibilities 
for a considerable extension of commerce, 
although how largo a share of that trade waa 
likely to l)e transacted by foreignera, could 
only be shown in the futuro. Kiukiang was 
reached on Saturday morning about day- 
light. Mr. Denny, Commander Johnson and 
several of his officers wcro entertained by 
Mr. George B. Glover, Commissioner of 
Customs, and wcro introduced to sevoral of 
tho residents. Early on Monday morning 
the Athutlot arrived nt Hankow, and tho 
salute fired by her was returnod from tho 
forts at Wuchang, outsido which were as- 
sembled a large number of soldiers with 
many gaily-coloured banners. A visit was 
paid the sntno day to General Shopard, 
United States Consul for Hankow and Kiu- 
kiang, who entertained the Consul-General 
and tho officers of tha U.S. man-of-war. Mr. 
Denny notified tho Viceroy of Hupoh, Li 
Haii-chnng, the elder brother of tho Viceroy 
of Chihli, Li Hnng-chrmg, of his intention to 
visit him the following day, forwarding at 
the same time a letter of introduction from 
the last-named official. Ills Excellency re- 
plied that at eleven o'clock tho following 
morning lie wonld bo happy to rcccivo tho 
Consul - General. About ten o'clock tho 
Ashuclol crossed the river, and was saluted 
by the Chinese forts ; a much larger number 
of soldiers were drawn up along the banks 
than there had been on the previrfus day, and 
they presented quite an imposing spectacle. 
On the arrival of tho Consul-General, attend- 
od by Commandor Johnson and his officers, 
Mr. Consul Shopard and Mr. Cheshire, at the 
yamOu, tho party was most hospitably roceiv- 
od by His Excellency tho Viceroy of Hupoh, 
a Gno-looking and dignified officer, who, ad- 
dressing Mr. Denny, said that ho had hoard 
so much about him from his brother (II. E. 
Li Hung-chang), that ho felt as if ho were 
already well acquainted with him. The con- 
vcrsation at first weut in much tho same 
direction as the one held with H.E. Wu 
Yiinn-ping nt Nanking, Mr. Denny again re- 
ferring to tho advantages likely to accrue to 
all classes of tho Chinese Empire if her 
iutcrnal ' wealth woro developed nnd 
use of. The Viceroy of Hupeh soa 
that ho not only waa well acquainted with 
foreign affairs, but that he took great interest 
in them. Ho sskod Mr. Denny if General 
Grant had returnod to tho United SUtes 
from Mexico, and was very anxious for in- 
formation respecting tho prospect* of the 
General with regard to the Presidential 
election. He went on to say that General 
Grant had shown himself a true friend of 
China, having actively interested himself in 
trying to bring about a settlement of tho 
Loochon question, and that ho (the Viceroy) 
hoped that General Grant would bo elected 
President, as he felt convinced that in that 
case tho Chinese Government would feel 
confident that tho questions arising between 
it and (ho United States Government would 
bo fairly and wisely dealt with. Ho also 
spoke of the general feeling of surprise among 
foreigners at the result of the recent English 
election, showing that ho was interested in 
European a* well as in American politics. 
Ho also asked for information about tho 
newly-appointed Mission from tho United 
States, as to the time of tho probable arrival 
of its members, «fcr>. In reply to a qnostion 
from Mr. Denny with regard to the apparent- 
ly " strained " relations between China and 
Russia, His Excellency said ho did not think 
that, there wns ground to apprehend any 
serious disturbance of affairs at preseut. 
Although there wore threatening appearance*. 
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yet be thought that tho qnostinn at issuo 
might bo ultimately arranged. Aftcr'a most 
agrccablu interview of about an hour's dura- 
tion, His Excellency impressed a wish lo 
rctnrn (bo visit in the afternoon, and aecor- 
ingly lip came to the Athnvfol in his steam- 
launch nt throe o'clock, Ho was received on 
bonvd by Commander Johnson, a navnl guard 
of honour Issing drawn up on dock. A salute 
of nineteen gnus was fired, a compliment nlso 
paid to him on his departure, whilo during 
bin progress to tlie Arnericnn man-of-war tho 
troops and forts had kept up a constant fire. 1 
During his Btay on hoard ho inspected tho 1 
vessel, and spent somo little timo in exami- 
ning her guns. A'c. He remained about nn j 
hour and a half, anil departed apparently 
highly plcaiH.il with hi* visit. 1 be Asli >l 
left on lier return to Shanghai the following j 
morning, and came ti]i tho river l i.it Satur- 
day afternoon. 

Tho wholu trip is regarded n* a highly 
successful ono in every respect.. Mr. Denny 
was received with lliu grcutust courtesy nt . 
all the places he visited, and it is to be 
hoped that tho results of the various inter- , 
viows with tho different high officials will be 
as satisfactory as tlio visits tbcmsulvus. 



777K ISOLATION OF COKE A. 



(Tr<i>,*LiM*i»ci«ll!if«rt!u Si\xxt;n.\i Cockikk.) 

Corea, gays a leading article in the SIkh 
Pno, is a smnll, weak, thinly populated country 
which with a view to self-preservation has 
kept itself severed from all intercourse with 
other nations. But the time hns now come 
when a change is necessary. If it still persists 
in its policy of complete isolation there is reason 
of tear that it will imperil its existence. With 
the exception of its recent commercial treaty 
with Jnpan it has entered into relations with 
no foreign country. The Shen 1'tw recently 
mentioned tiro visit of nn American man-of- 
war to Corea. Fuller particulars have now 
appeared in the Japanese papers. It appeal's 
that tho Ticuniltmja went there with the ob- 
ject of negotiating a treaty of commerce, but 
the Co roans in spite of the good offices of t ho 
Japanese officials angrily repelled tho ad vanee* 
of the Americans. TIkj Tiwi'lrm>j'i then-fore 
returned to Yokohama and telegraphed home 
for instructions. Corea has therefore managed 
to embroil iteelf with the United States. 
It is also said that the Russians, lieing alvmt 
to despatch a Mission to Corea to conclude n 
treaty, havo lately written tnjtho Corcim U.iv- 
renment on tho subject, and m> answer Is-im.- 
returned, have sent a small party of soldier* 
to enquire wby there is no reply given. 
Corea is thus embroiling itself with Russia ns 
well as America. Corea is such a small 
country that one cannot blame it. much for 
trying to avoid fnturo troubles by ke« p ; ng 
aloof fmm other nations entirely. Bui the 
day has come when this policy "ill ■-'» Inr-gi-r 
avail, and the ruler who understand* the 
times must adopt means of picci'var ion 
which will bo effectnal. As Men-ius nn\f, 
the smell and the weak, cannot tight n^niusf 
tho great and the strong. -If Corea intends 
to go to war with Russia and the United 
States, the result cannot bf doubtful, in 
endeavouring to enter into relation* w:lh 
fores ti e Americans only desire In extend 
their commerce and ti-.d a new npening for 
trade. They have nn thought, of such a thing 
as annexation. Russia on the eonlr.iry casts 
covetous gluiicM over the whole of Asia, out! 



even aims at extending her territory. Her 
conduct in taking Hi at a moment when 
China was powerless, and since refusing to 
return it, is plain proof of her desire to seizo 
and hold to every inch of ground she can. 
Vlmlivostock, where there is a largo Ijody of 
Russians troops, is quite close to Corea. 
Suppose the Russians makn a protest of the 
Corenii Governments refusing to correspond 
with them, and march their troops into the 
country, the Corcitis will not be aide to hold 
out against thorn. The strength of n country 
depetids on the goodness of its government 
and administration, If ihesn ho such t,hat 
they can makn themselves felt outside tho 
kingdom, a prince with a terr.tcry of only 
twenty mihs square may attain to empire. 
U.it there is no possibility that a kingdom, 
which is content with its smillncs and doe* 
cot liy to strengthen its goverr.nier.t, shonM 
lie able to preserve its territoi i s intact by 
shutting its doors nnd refusing all communi. 
cation with foreigners. When an enemy has 
once picked a quarrel, hu will try a thousand 
plans to accomplish his designs. Natural 
obstacles and artificial do'cuces will alike fail 
to stop him. The frontiers ami armii-a of 
, Corea are most oertaiuly not impassable or 
invincible. Aud therefore, say the foreign 
papers, thero is no need for Russia and 
America lo ally tho'niBelves together. If 
i cither sends t he first troops she has handy, 
I they n ill ho quite enough. This is but too 
1 true, and therefore one has serious cause for 
thought ; for the fate of Corea in of great 
importance to China. Tho conquest of Corea 
by the United Slates would not matter to 
< China. I!ut its conquest by Russia would he 
tho beginning of endless trouble to her. China 
has hitherto l>een protected against the vora- 
i ciou* greed of Russia on tho North and West 
by Mongolia and Turkestan, whose wide 
wastes cannot easily be traversed by an nnny. 
If KuFjnanei7.es Corea, then she has a position 
suited at onco for offenco nnd defence. 

Moreover Die lands which circle China are 
almost entirely lost to her. Lin-chiu has 
gone to Japan beyond recall. Hi is seized 
i tiy Russia and cannot 1m- recovered. rmnce 
[ is lying in wait for Anuam. Knghuul is 
watching Siam. If Corea l>e hwt so too, the 
enemy will bo at the door. However much 
China may feel at the present moment that 
she ought to fight for her tributaries, the 
circumstances are such that she cannot do it 
Rut still she cannot be content to sit qniutly 
\ by while tho countries which eneiix'le her are 
I destroyed piece-meal, nnd she fools that the 
dangcr which threatens Corea n|iciily, con- 
cerns herself very nenrly at the same time. 
Though tho fnlo of Corea is nothing to 
China, still ns the two countries nd 
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join iuki 

their frontiers intersect, impartial observer 
can see that the fate of the one is of the utmost 
importance to tho other. The best thing thai 
could bo done for Corea uniild Is- lo make 
friends with the Coiled Slates and piny them 
off against Russia. But Corea, alas ! is ho 
Wedded to her old ways, so utterly careless of 
j consequences, that on account of her old 
j quarrel she repulses tho overtnns of the 
! United States at tho same time us she provo- 
kes the wrath of Russia by ignoring her. 
China should at onco send nn Ambassador to 
Corea and arranged matters, and then |M-rha;<s 
tho impending danger might be averted. Il 
is to Is; ferired, however, that China wol not 
caonse In do ties. In making the place Tor 
Cm-en, which (.'urea ought to make for her- 
self, the w fitter is working not in tho interest 
of Corea alone, but in that of China ns will, 
lie fen'.-., however, Unit the task is a hopeless 
uite, 



Jitna.22.1... 

Mr. Hill called upon the counsel for deftti- 
diiut Bush to produce the duplicates of bills 
of lading for any sp oie scut during the years 
lHT-s and 1S7;'.' 

Mr. Litchfield produced ono dated 7th Ja- 
nuary, IS7'.', and said he had no more. 

Kxiuuination of defendant Bush by Mr. 
Hill continued : I did not. recoivo bills of 
hiding for all the specie I remitted lo San 
Francisco ; sometimes I remitted tbiouglt 
passengers. Between the departure* of two 
San Francisco steamers I might bo able to 
buy as much as 3700 or of American 

coin in Yokohama. I don't remember over to 
have sent ns ranch as $o<» by a pasaonger. 

Cross examination waived until tho exami- 
nation in chief bo ended. 

Mr. Hill called 

August Iisngfoldt, who was sworn and 
said in reply to Mr. Hill : For tho stock of 
eoods aud other assets, roc-ived by mo from 
Bush, I must refer to tho assignment. I 
took over what appears in tho schrdulo at- 
tached to the assignment. Tho goods wcro 
taken over at cost-prico. I havo no know- 
ledge of facts that show that Mr. Bush bae 
concealed any portion of bin assets, either 
money or gnods. Mr. Bush continued for a 
short timo after the assignment in possession 
of the goods in store. The reason was that I 
considered it my duty ns assignee to wind 
up the estate in tho manner most profitable 
to (he creditors. During tho timo Bosh was 
in possiwsion «>f the goods under my control 
there were sold 91,'J-t? of goods ; all of those 
were perishable goods. If these goods had 
been locked up until date, thoy woald havo 
been wort Ideas; if they had been disposed 
of at auction, ' tbey would not have brought 
20 cents in a dollar. As soon as tho perish- 
ahlu goods were disposed of, 1 closed Mr. 
Busb's store and locked up tho balance of 
tho goods. Mr. Hush would account to mo 
for the sales, and received a compensation 
for bis trouble I have pa^I him $301) for 
the time from the *27th March to May. I 
have also paid rent for ono month that was 
duo with $<!<), and besides two mouths' rent 
in advance with f 120. I preferred to keep 
Mr. Bush ns salesman as he was best acquaint- 
ed with the prices, and ns bo told inn that 
ho had made an application to his creditors 
in San Francisco to make a settlement with 
them. Of the outstanding accounts Mr. 
Ilnsli collected with my nnthoriimtioii 930, 
ulueli lie afterwards |»iid over to me. Cash 
payments arrived to .Mr. Hush from Shang- 
hai ; oin-c ?oW, another time JttO ; these were 
remittances on account of consignments, and 
the consignees, not being aware of tho 
assignment, sent the money to Mr. Bush 
who handed the same lo me. These con- 

; signtiieti's nro stated in tho inventory, 
luit with a larger amount than what I 

'have received as the consignments are ina 
closed. — The amount in cash now remaining 
in my bands is $l,l»05.7rt ; Is-sides I have 
some goods on hand. — After the 
was cjtecutod 1 corrosp 
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tort in Son Francisco, and from the largest 
creditor, Messrs. Dodds, Swoono & Co., 
creditor* for $5,228, I received a lotter dated 
the lBt May, in which tlioy express their 
satisfaction at my being appointed receiver 
on the est* to ; Hie letter fnrthcr states that 
nil tho creditors had held n meeting, nt 
whioh a committee was appointed, of which 
Mr. Sidney Smith was chairman, nnd- that, 
it had been decided to nominate Mr. Spooner 
to net in conjunction with nin. (The letter 
was here read by witness) I have offered 
Mr. Spooner to act jointly with him and 
Iikowiso to hand all the goods and assets over 
to htm and furnish him with a full account 
of my administration. 1 mndo that offer be. 
foro this suit was brought, and it seems to 
mo that Mr. Spooner by declining my offer 
and suing mo in court hus not carried out 
the instructions of tho creditors, as I gather 
tbo same from the letter jnst read by me. 
The goods still in my bands are stnred in 
Yokoh ama, and their storage is to bo paid 
for. I havo an impression that I have oh- 
served Mr. Bush before tho assignment doing 
business nnd making deliveries vorv Into in 
tho o Toning. 1 recollect that about the time 
when Mr. Mondclssohn presented his first 
bill, the 4th March, Mr. Bush delivered Inrgo 
quantities of goods. • 

Cross-cxAminod by Mr. Litchfield : There 
are only two ways in which wo loso in the 
provision selling business : either goods spoil 
or bad debts occur. It shows had manage- 
ment of the establishment if goods become 
■poiled. Considering the market, the e;oods 
sold by Mr. Bush while 1 was assignee 
brought very fair prices. I bought myself 
goods of tho snma kind at that very time 
much cheaper than Mr. Bush sold his. At 
tho time of tho assignment I went over tho 
store and godown and compared tho goods 
with tho inventory. About one half of the 
goods, imported principally for foreign use, 
wore saleable ; the other half, imported for 
Japanese, were in no demand. Tho slock 
was pretty largo for Mr. Bush's business. 
The godown, in which Mr. Bash's goods 
were placed, was a lnrgo one and might hold 
ton times as many goods as wore actually in 
it, and therefore 1 could not judge whether 
any large deliveries had taken place, by 
moonlight or at other times. 

Tbo cross-examination being finished, the 
witness produced an account nnd explained, 
that before the assignment was made Mr. 
Bush gave some goods in security for a debt 
due in San Francisco of 8378. Before the 
assignment was made Mr. Bush sold 21 
cases of those goods for 52 It), which he paid 
on account, leaving a balance of $16*2, due to 
the creditors. After witness was np|>oinU'd 
ossignco he found (lutt the remaining goods 
might bo sold to better advantage ; he re- 
deemed them and holds them now with a lien 
npon them of $200, Ho will, if so wished 
sell tbo perishable goods at once, lty con- 
sent of all parties so ordered by the Court. 

Mr. Hili now asked that tho books be 
examined by Mr. Itiee lis expert, and that 
ho prepare a statement showing ail amounts 
received from sale of goods from Octo'iAr 
1878 until 1st April 1880. 

Mr. Litchfield said, that Mr. Hnsli being 
without means, ho has to ask for pecuniary 
support for him. 

This Mr. Kill opposed, nnd said that t!ic 
general tenor of the evidence hither!'' (riven [ 
justified him in asking that Mr. Bush he 
now committed to prison, and ho now formal, 
ly mado that demand. 

Tho court refused both motions, aud aJ< 
jourued until tho '2bl\x instant, at 10 a.m. 
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This morning Mr. Hill asked that three 
pages of tho lodgor bo oxaminod, viz. 123- 
120.131. Ho wished tho court to notice 
that ft chango had been mado in tho figureB. 
The cash entries had boon mado in black ink 
and then other figures in rod ink wero in- 
serted, noarly covoriug tho original figures, 
led to draw tho attention of tho court 
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f. I ush recalled:— I have read my own 
evidence as published in the Jupmi G'izf.tte. 

Mr. Hill :— Are you willing to abido by tho 
published statements or do you wish to make 
any alterations ? 

Mr. Litchfield objected to tho question. 

Mr. Hill explained that ho merely asked 
tho question to suo if any alterations wore 
nocessnry. 

His Honour :— I am williug to allow you n 
very largo latitude, but I cannot allow tho 
question. So far as 1 havo read thoovidonce 
as reported it sooms protty correct. 

I. Bush : — I have had dealings with Owa- 
riya and Idzuyn. I havo not storod goods 
with thoso parties and defy any ono to say 1 
havo. I have sold goods to them for cash. I 
havo never sacrificod any goods to my know- 
ledge I think tho nccounts with those 
houses nro shown in the daybook. I think 
tho daybook will show tho prices nt which 
those goods wcro sold. I think 1 can tell 
the prices tho goods were sold at by rcfurenco 
to the books, if I am allowod assistance, but 
am not qualified to do it alono. 

Mr. Hill : — I asked yon on the Inst occa- 
sion about the goods Hold at auction. You 
thon said that yon had sold cheese and 
damaged goods, but in no largo quantities. 
Do yon wish to mako any alteration to that 
statement. 

A : — 1 find by tho hooks that I did sell 
somo goods at auction, but they are entered 
ss cosh sale. I always considered that goods 
in good order aro " staple goods." 1 may 
havo sold somo staplo goods at anction, but 
cannot tell without referring to my books. 
I remember soiling some stoves — either two 
or three — which wcro damaged. Also cooking 
rangei, one or two of which were damaged. 
One was broken, and as I could not sell it in 
tho store I sold it by miction. 

Mr. Hill :— In which direction is your 
memory tho bust, on money matters or mer- 
chandise ? 

A : — I cannot say. I put somo flannel np 
for snlo at auotion, but as tho prico offered 
was not its value I took it out and sent it 
back to San Francisco. In last fall I think 
I sold a small quantity of locks at auction 
whfch wcro in good order. I mean by " small 
quantity " fiftoon, twenty or thirty dozen. 
I don't remember any others being sold. Tho 
.In panose refused the locks because thev had 
iron keys instead of brass. I did not taku 
tin in out of tho case, except one doxin. 
Since the last sitting of the emit l I have 
not been able to find tho bills of lading for 
specie to San Francisco between and 
April this year, though I havo looked for 
them. Sinco tho Inst sitting of tbo court 

I havo conversed with my son about tho 
S-V'O) referred to at that hearing. My son! 
says tho S2,0u'J drawn ($2,000 entered in j 
honk as cheque payable to bearer on Fob. ' 

II tli) wcro brought to tbo store and put in ■ 
the drawer. It was iutendod to buy Ameri-I 
can «old with from a Chinaman. I only ob- 
tained ft small quantity about 8130 odd, tho 1 



balance was put in tho drawer and paid 
out for such items as freight, duty, etc., 
and tho balance left was rodeposited in tbo 
bank, asshown by the books. (Books produced 
nnd examined by the defendant and his book- 
keeper) 8402.20 wero paid for freight on goods 
received from San Francisco on 17lh Novem- 
ber, 1879: on tho 18th duty and drayago 
to 8197.81. Various small amounts 
paid out. from that time to the end of 
the month ranging from 83 to $50— total 
SI 55.47. A doposit of 8461.74 was mado on 
tho Gth Dccombcr. Tho casIi receipts from 
all sources from the 11th of November to Gth 
December wore:— 11th $5 90; 15th $130.00 
and 8180.00; 17th 8208.45 ; 18th 8933.42; 
20th 8283.R0 and 8100.00; 2lst $1,189.97; 
22nd $01.20 and 811.00; 25th 822 84 and 
$35.00; 20th $150.00 ; 27th $30.00; (on tho 
2nd December a deposit was made of 8509.00) 
1 29th $25.25; Dccombcr 1st 8100 00 and 
$123.08; 3rd $189.00; 5th 8111.00; Ofh 
$21.10. Tho amounts I took out. of tlio bunk 
wore paid out and rodeposited. Tbo stub of 
tho cheque book shows on Novomber 29th a 
draft in favour of Blass San Fraucisco, 
of 81,104.90. 

Mr. Hill:— In what book does that appwtr? 

A: — It. does not appear in tho day book, 
but in tho draft book. During Soptemlier, 
October and November, it is castomary to 
import larger quantities of fruits and perish- 
able goods than at othor times. 

Mr. Hill:— Will an abstract from your 
books of mcrcharidi»o imported from Sftn 
Francisco from S eptomber 1878 to April 1880 
agroo with the entries at tho customs? 

A :— I suppose so, if tho books aro correct, 
but am not sure. 

Mr. nill was not satisfied with this Answer 
and tho question was repeated. 

A : — I cannot say if tho books are correct 
or incorrect bocauso my son kept them and 
I havo found somo mistakes, as I havo found 
bills of lading which aro not entered in the 
book, and thoro may bo other errors. My 
nepbow took chnrgo of tho books in March, 
before tho Assignment was mad a I had a 
I branch house at Kobe. 

Mr. Hill :— Whore aro tho books of tbat 
branch house ? 

A :— I don't know. I havo only ono small 
book, somo of theentricajworo kept hero. My 
nephew was in charge of tho branch house 
for about a year, and in tho meantime my 
son kept the books horo. Tho Kobe book is 
in my store, but no others and no papers. 
Tho Chinaman Woo Chung keeps a house in 
Kobe. 

Mr. Hill : — Did I understand, you the othor 
day to say that you bad not sold any con- 
siderable quantity of goods in tho bcgiuuing 
of this year to this Chinaman F 

A : — My son says that a small lot wero 
sold to Woo Chung valuo about $28.00. I 
sold him some after the assignment. 

Mr. Hill:— I am not talking about after 
tho assignment, 1 speak of before tho assign- 
moot. 

A. : — T havn not sold him any goods here 
except tho small lot referred to. Somo 
goods were sold to him in Kobe about 8200 
worth in March. (Day book referred to but 
no entry found). I roocivod tho amount and 
paid tho $200 to Mourilyan, Heimnnn A Co. 

Mr. Hill : — bdou't care about tho payment, 
you may make thrit answer if you like, if it will 
assist you. 1 want to know about the entry 
of the receipt. 

A : — I suppose my sou forgot to mako tho 
entry. I hud ft general oversight of the 
books during my nephew's abseiisc, Pago 
121 iu tho day book is iu my son's band. 
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writing and page 12fi is in my nephew's 
handwriting. Up to 1st April my sou kept 
tbe books. Page 131 i« in my nephew's 
handwriting — nil of it. 

Mr. Hill : — There are entries in rod in« on 
those pages, in whose handwriting arc they ? 

A : — They are in my son's handwriting. 
I never verified tho computations, 

Mr. Hill :— Do you know anything about 
those erasures ? 

A: — No. I suppose my son made mistnles. 

Mr. Hill: — Mr. Bush, I find two entries 
in your book, of which I want some expla- 
nation. On January 29th I find on page 
178 cash drawn by Mr. Bnsh 81,850 and I 
find in tho bank deposit book a deposite of 
$179. Explain to mo for what purpose (lie 
$1,850 was applied, if you can. Tho other! 
day yon said that largo amounts were paid 
in kinsatsu speculations. 

A. :— 1 used that $1,8-'.0.00 for the purchase 
of kinsatsu — not all in one day, but kept it, 
on hand for daily speculation. When 1 1 
aco tho amount in tho book I remember] 
tho transaction. Tho $179 was probably paid i 
into the bank early in tho morning, uud later 
in tbe day tho larger amount was drawn. 

Mr. Hill : — Why did you draw »o large an 
amount whan you did not need it that day ? 

A. : — My reason was that kinaatsu were 
going down and I wished to havo somo money 
on hand to purchase with. 

Mr. Hill : — On the 14th January you mode 
a deposit of $283.50, made up of cash, bank 
notes and cheques. In the month of Jaunnry 
I find that $5,000 or more wcro used to 
speculate in kinaatsu. I want to know how it 
was that you deposited such small amounts ? 
And why did you deposit bank notes and 
cash when yoo required money to speculate 
with in kinaatsu. 

A : — I caunbt answer the question, as I do 
not understand it. The amounts of money 
which I kept from day to speculate in kin- 
saUu, 1 kept on any person. I cannot say 
how much monoy I hare on my person now. I 
have not soon Mr. Takajiro since the first 
sitting of tho court. I have boon looking 

foT 111 itI ■ 

Mr. Hill :— On page 126 of tho ledger is 
an entry dated Feb. 28, "Sundries $1,478.75." 
Will you give some explanation of tho mean- 
ing of the word "sundries ?" 

A :— I do not understand tho books. I sup- 
pose 1" sundries " mean 

Mr. Hill to court :-This 
tho credit side of the ledger. 

Witness:— I havo looked for Mr. Taka- 
jiro, but have not boon ablo to find him. 

Mr. Hill:— 1 think it necessary for mo to ask, 
although it.may incur considerable espouse, 
that tho books bo submitted to an export 
book-keeper and that a statement bo made 
by him. 

His Honour:— Ton have the statement 
mado by Mr. Bioe. It will bo better to put 
that in and then seo whothor it is necessary 
to have anothor. 

Mr. Hill.— I shall ond with Mr. Bush 
nntil tbe abstract* arc produced. I shall now 
call Mr. Itico. 

Q. K. Rice, aworn, said : — I have prepared 
certain abstracts from tho books ntul papers of 
defendant Bush, which havo boon submitted 
to me, as directed by tbe court. I now pro- 
duce soeh abstracts. [First abstract from 
page 1 lodgor marked ex. C] I havo addod 
to this an itom of 81,000 which appears on 
page 27 lodger, data Oct. 21st 1878, which 
plainly states the amount was drawn for pur. 
, of kinsatsu. This shows tliul if all tho 
on page 1 wore used for purohaso of 
, aa stated by Bush, that tho whole 



amount so used was $10,550.00. Abstract G. 
shows the value of goods brought from San 
Francisco in Sept. 1878, $3,761. Abstract n 
shows all merchandise from September ls<8 
to April 1680. 1 is an abstract showing 
accounts paid in March, 1880. Tho next, K, 
is an abstract showing cash received and 
i'.isIi deposited in the bunk from September 
1878 to April 1880 for each mouth in the 
aggregate. The next, L, is an abstract show- 
ing items of different amounts respectively! ul 
drafts, specie and goods returned to San Fran- 
cisco between October 187K and April 18S0. 

By Mr. Litchfield : — I am unable to say 
whether hill of lading of 21st January, 1871.', \ 
is included in abstract L. I have two items 
of proceeds of curios, one is entered on 13th 
January, of $1,140.92. Tho next is entered 
on Jnly 3lst of $780.04. These proceeds 
remained in San Fiancisco to pay for goods. 
I have no means of comparing tho shipments 
with the returns. Hills of lading shown of 
10th April, 1879, 1 packet merchandise, I 
eauiiot say if tlity are iunludod in the 
abstract. I havo never seen them before. I ; 
have compared tho bills of lading, seconds of 
exchango and stubs of cheqno book, aud 
whero I havu found corresponding amounts 
in each of those, I havo so stated in these 
statements. 

Kameya Susumnro, a Japanese storekeeper, 
residing in Tsnk.ji, Tokio, deposed in reply 
to Mr. Hill I know Mr. Bush, at No. 71, 
Yokohama. In the month of March this 
year I bought from him dour in bags, amount- 
ing to about four barrels, and also three 
canes of pickles, and two cases with green 
corn in tins. I paid for tho goods in cash, 
between $70 and 875. I likewise bought a 
few goods from Bush in February ; I havo a 
memorandum in my house of the purchases. 
In January I bought largely from Bush. 

Mr. Hill demanded that the witness make 
out nnd send to court a statement of the 
goods bonjic hy him from Bush during tho 
Gth months October, 1879 to 1st April. I860, 
and of tho monies paid for them. Witness 
promised to do so. 

Examination of Kameya continued :— At 
Bush's request I went to the English liatoba 
and saw there somo goods, of which I after- 
wards took delivery from tho godown No. 71. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Litchtiold :— I have 
never taken delivery of goods from Bush 
after dark. One evening after I had been to 
tho hatoba it camo rather late before I got 
the goods, hut not later than G p.m. 

Louis Seydelberg, sworn: — I am Mr. Bush's 
nephew. I arrived iu Yokohama on tho 1st 
September, 1878 ; I loft for Kobo on tho 
19th February, 1879, nnd returned to Yoko- 
hama in March this year. Mr. Bush's sou 
arrived in December, 1878. I kept Bush's 
books until I left for Kol>c, and I 
havo also kept them since I returned 
from Kobe. I don't know how old Mr. 
Hash's son is, I know his hand- 
writing, ho has also kept his father's 
books, Mr. Hash nover bothered himself 
with any supervision of the books. I know 
my own handwriting whenever I see it in 
the books. There is nn item of $1,000 on 
pago 1 in tho ledger in my handwriting : I 
entered that itom by Mr. Bush's order, who 
told mo that ho had drawn $1,000 which ho 
wanted for buying kituaUu ; ho lost by tho 
operation. I knew of tho assignment mado 
by Mr. Bush to Mr. Langfeldt. When I 
camo back from Kobe in tho commencement 
of March this year, I took np my lodgings 
with Mr. Bush. There was thon no safo in 
Mr. Bush's house, and I have seen none thoro 
I havo not assisted in removing a 



aafc to Mr. Kuhu's placo, nor havo I acted 
as agent in depositing monoy for Mr. Bash 
with .Mr. Knhn. — I wns iu sole charge of 
Mr. Hush's establishment in Kobo. 1 re- 
mitted monoy to Mr. Bush through drafts 
on the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank and 
also otherwise. When I returned from Kobo, 
no entries liad been posted for March and I 
assisted in posting March ontrios. I know 
nothing of any changes or additions to the 
origiual ontrios, on pages 121 and 123 in tbe 
ledger. 

William Bourne sworn : I am an auc- 
tioneer. I have sold goods for Mr. Bnsh at 
auction. I can tell from my books what 
goods it was and how and when they were sold. 

James Winstanloy, sworn : I am an auc- 
tioneer and havo sold goods for Mr. Bush 
at auction. Tho auctions wore between Sep- 
tember last year and the end of January this 
year. The goods consisted principally in 
hardware aud stores. They were all in good 
condition with exception of ono stove. The 
aggregate amount tho goods fotchod was $450. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Litchfield : All the 
goods camtLto me with a reserve price. 

Maruya Bunkichi, warned to speak the 
truth : I am a dealer in foreign goods in 
Yokohama. I know defondant Bush; I 
bought goods from him in January and Fo- 
brnary this year to the amount of $300. I 
paid tho monoy in three instalments: the 
2(5th January, tho 4th February and tho 21st 
February, each time $100. There was also 
a payment on the 9th March of about $50 for 
goods sold in February. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Litchfiold :— The 
goods consisted in provisions. 

Adjourned nntil the 29th instant, at 10 a.m. 

Am 89ft, 

Mr. Bourno, recalled, said : — I havo pre- 
pared a statement of sales by mo ordor- 
cd by Mr. Hush" between July 1879 to 
April 1880 which I now produce. The total 
amount is $G69.09. Ono of tho lots I thiak 
was sold on somo other person's account by 
Mr. Busb. 

To Mr. Litchfield : — In nearly every case 
thoro waa a limit and whon thoro was not 
ho waa generally there to protect tho goods. 

Mr. Hill : — Hero is an acoonnt from Mr. 
Kaniiyo Surngoro of Tokio, showing pur- 
chases from Bush. Another portion of tbe 
ledger, page 110, is now offered aud refers 
to sales and cash received from Maruya, for 
i the purpose of comparing with tho testimony 
of Mr. Maruya; aud also tho ontrios in the 
day-book. I am unablo to find any entry 
against Ah Poy and an other Chinaman with 
whom it is admitted Bush has had transac- 
tions. 

His Honour :— Would it not be better to 
examine Mr. Bush'a book-kooper on the 

point ? 

Mr. Hill : — Porhaps it wonld and I will 
] call him now. 

Louis Seydelberg :— There is no entry in 
tho books. 

Mr. Hill : — Tho nest ovidonco is an 
abstract from tho Japan Gazelle showing the 
rates of satsu for tho months of December, 
January and February last. (Marked oxhibit 

J. Morriman, sworn, said : — I know the 
dofendant Mr. Bush. I know the compara- 
tive amount of goods received by him for the 
lost half year, which waa not very large. 
Prior to that his imports were largo, and in 
excess of what tho trade rr , lirod. 

His Honour:— This is very lot m > testimony, 
and it is questionable whother it ought to be 
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Mr. Hill : — Tlio learned counsel on the 
other side is here to protect himself jf hu dm* 
not like the questions. 

Hi* Honour : — Tho court must protect it- 
golf from having its timi) taken up needlessly. 

Witness: — i am in tlio khiiik line of busi- 
ness, and make it mv business to know (tie 
mounts of goods received ami Hold, find nra 
somewhat familiar with the business of Mr. 
Bush. I know that his sales were largo dur- 
ing the latter part of last year and the be- 
ginning of this. I know from the fact tl;:it I 
havo seen him talcing out the goods. I have 
aeen Mr. Bush's sign on a store in Homura- 
rood. 1 havo aeon goods there which lx>ro 
Mr. Bush's shipping mark. Tlio sign was 
put up about eight months after Mr. Hush 
«amo -to Yokohama, but havo not noticed it 
lately. 

Mr. Hill:— Do you know when Mr. Bash 
sold goods at a sacrifice ? 

Mr. Litchfield objected on the ground that 
the question was a leading one. 

Tho question was put in a slightly different 
form. 

Witness : — I did not soo him sell the goods, 
but I know tho prices at which ho sold from 
general circumstances. From the timo Mr. 
Bush come here, three months aftor« arils, 
1 had a good nativo trade, and Hint trado 
nil left me iu consequence of the juices. — 

His Honour: — No, no; that won't do. 

Mr. Hill explained to tho witness that he 
did not wish him to say anything ho did not 
know. 

Witness : — I hare soon goods sold from 
Mr. Bush's godocn and from tho hatoba. 
They were principally tinned goods. 

Mr. Hill :— What has been tho cash price 
of hams, lowest cash price, of American hams, 
corned beef cauued, and other kind* of arti- 
cles in this market from October, 1870, to 
April 1st, 1880. 

Witness :— That is a funny question. 
His Honour:— That is nothing to you. If 
you know answer, if not any i>o. 

Wituess:— Tho cash tbIuo of No. 1 hnras 
laid down hero would average 20 to 
For first class can 

lown hero would be 
Lower grades could bo 
. from $-4.75 to 83.23. . 

I: -My business is "job- 
bing." My business lias fallen off since Mr. 
Busn came and I have had reason to watch 
biro, but havo never followed him. I follow 
no man. Sometimes I hare dulivvrod goods 
from tho hatoba myself, and there is nothing 
very immoral in doing so. 

I, Bosh, recalled: — Tho natnbor of my 
storo is 71 and I rent it from mouth to 
month. 1 had a safe and have sold it to Mr. 
Knhn at No. 77 Mniti-stieet, about the begin- 
ning of February, for $123. I cannotsay whe- 
ther it is ontered in tlio book or not. 1 received 
tho cash first. When I received the safe first I 
offered it for salo to Mr. Donison. It was 
'sent to mo for sale and not for my own use. 

Mr. Hill :— Now, Mr. Bush havo yuu used 
it for your business ? 

A:— No, I havo not particularly. It cost 
$73 iu San Francisco. 

Mr. Hil' : — Do you remember a largo con- 
signment of calico goods put into Mr. 
Winstnnley's miction ? 
A: — Yes. 

Mr. Hill:— You borrowed $800 did you 
not on the goods ? 

A :— I don't think so much ns that. I 
afterwards sold the goods, but cannotsay 
whether thuy wore sold iu ono lot or not. 
They were sold for cash. I do not remember 
bow much I received for thorn. 1 don't 
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know the cost. I don't remember when the 
goods wero sold. I suppose, if entered, 
the books will show the amount of consign- 
ments to my Kobe house. 

Mr. Hill : — Do you recognise that Blip 
from the Japan (j'uzcIU- published last Satur- 
day. (Advertisement "godowu to lot" shown 
witness.) 

A : — Yos. That was inserted by my order. 

1 had a conversation with Mr. Langfehlt 
about a week or two ago. Ho said ho was 
going to soli the goods, and I dosired to rent 
the godown so aa to keep tho house. 

His Honour : - You stated a little whilo ago 
that you rented tho house month by month. 
What have you to do with tho renting of the 
godown ? 

A : — I spoko to Mr. Donison and ho gave j Jp" 
mo permission to rent tho godown. I havo 
paid this month's rent I do not pay inv 
rent iu advance. It is payablo iu advance 
bnt never is so paid. Tho authority I have 
to lot tho godown is from Mr. Donison. 

Oeorgo Xuchtigal, sworn, said : — 1 know 
Mr. Bush. I havo never soon goods delivered 
from Mr. Bosh's godown, but havo from (lie. 
store. One evening, abont nino o'clock, I 
saw a jinrikisha taking a box or boxes away. 
Ono jinrikisha. I did not see any more 
loaded. 

Cross-examined :— I am manager of tho 
Yokohama BuUhory and told Mr. Langfeldt 
about the boxos. 

Owariyn Towokichi deposed : — Am a Japa- 
nese merchant, No. 0, Snikai-cho, and know 
Mr. Bush. I bought goods of Bush during 
the last three months of last year and the 
first three months of this. (Tho witness 
was requested to prepare a statement iu 
writing of the transactions duriug tho months 
referred to). 

Cross-examined : — The goods wero pur- 
chased for cash, and always paid for at lime 
of delivery or within a fow days. I owe- 
nothing to Bush now. 

Idznmiya Ginjiro deposed : — I havo not 
done business in connection with Bush as a 
partner. I wanted to do business in tho 
foreign settlement, bnt as there waa trouble 
about it I borrowed Bush's name. I have 
goods in my storo which I bought from 
Bush. (The witness was hero requested to 
prepare a atatemont of his business trans- 
actions with Bush.) 

Cross-examined : — I do not import my 
own goods l.nt have to buy them from mer- 
chants in Yokohama littlo by little as I need 
them. 1 do not owo Bush a cent. 

Mr. Hill :— That your Honour is tho plain, 
tiff's case together with tho papors to come 
hen-after. 

Mr. Litchfield called 

I. Bush, who deposed : — I am a German by 
birth, and though I havo been many years in 
America my knowledge of English is not very 
If questions aro plainly spoken I 



was getting dull. My husiness is chiefly 
"jobbing" — wholesale; though 1 do a little 
over thu counter, mostly by tho case. Every 




year it had always boon my custom to import 
more largely in winter than in tho summer, 
and in those months my sales lire I 
in any other part of tho year. 

Mr. Litchfield . — You havo been asked a 
goo.1 diKil nl>»ut oatsu and your insolvency. 
I siipp.isn it was the losses in kiusutMit that 
made you hard up, and the pressure from 
your creditors that eaused you to fail ? 

A : — Yos. All that I had in my possession 
whi n I mado tho assignment, except my pri- 
vale effects, are set forth in tho schedule in 
my assignment and wero handed over to my 
assignee. 1 could not thou nor now lay my 
hands on any property liable to execution. 

o only property I have is my wife and 
children! 

Mr. Litchfield:— Now as to your dealing 
in kinsatsn. Havo yon tried to find your 
broker Takajiro ? 

A: — I have tried hut cannot find him. 
I tried where he gavo mo the address in 
Otam.ichi (to-chome. Iu purchasing kin- 
satsn I had to deposit n margin. When tho 
market went down 1 had to keep up tho 
margin. Tho amount of money on the first 
page of ledgor shows my losses. I might 
havo lost a littlo raoro than is put down 
there. 

Cross-examination of defendant Bush by 
Mr. Litchfield Continued : —On tho 5th March 
goods wore removed from my store : they 
wore tho goods I had turned over to 
Mr. Mendelssohn. Those goods wero diken 
through tho back streets to a godown on No. 
57. — On the 25th March I sold, a quantity of 
cheap goods to procure money wherewith to 
pay a bill. Tho goods consisted chiefly in 
biscuits in tins. On the 20th March I set- 
tled another bill with Mr. Mendelssohn by 
handing him ovor goods : these goods 
were mostly sherry in barrels and cases. 
It was Good Friday, and all the stores 
were closed : after consultation between 
Mr. Mendelssohn and rac it was consider- 
ed best to tako tho goods through the back- 
street to No. 57, in order to avoid mak- 
ing any show in tho Main-street. The 
goods wore handed over to Mr. Mendelssohn 
ut cost prico. Also on the 27th March in 
tho morning, before T made the assignment, 
I put aside in my godown 01 cases of goods, 
valuo I don't remember, as security for a 
claim in tho hands of the U. S. Consul Gene- 
ral. The claim was afterwards paid aad tho 
goods returned. Mr. Mendelssohn had 
threatened me with legal proceedings unless 
[ satisfied him. The counterfoil of my 
cheque-book shows that I on the 1st Sep- 
tember 1879 dru.v a cheque in favor of tho 
Oriental Bank for $l,2U0. It was iu pay- 
raont of a claim held by tho Bank against 
mo for ono Morton. An entry iu my 



ag in Japan 
My trading 
loft Cali- 



Icftinl875. 
then was very successful. Whon I 
fornia in 1878, I did not arrange to have 
goods sent to mo by credit assignments, but 
simply told them I was going to Japan. 1 
left tho purchasing of goods to Mr. Bias* my 
agent, and be purchased from time to time 
as instructed by mo. Whon I first started in 
business I did not give instructions to my 
agent as to .what prico he was to purchase 
goods, but afterward I gavo him a limit, — 
about January this year. I thon began to 
give him small orders with limits. My rea- 
son for so doing was because the business 



journal shows tho operation.— The abstract, 
showing tho cash received by me from Sop. 
tember, 1 878 to end of Mare)., 1R80 has as its 
fourth item : " $0,720.73 " and in brackets : 
- $5,000, real estate S. F. " I don't think I 
received uny of those $5,000 in Yokohama, I 
think they were paid in Srtn Francisco. There 
is another item : " cash received from sole of 
real estate in San Francisco $5,000. the 21st 
November, 1878 ;" this item as well as the 
following item : " discount ou sale real osUiu 
$111" refer to that same Bale of real estate. 
Tho next item, $027 paid for tho passage of 
Mrs. Bush and children from Bau Francisco ; 



$300 paid for mo in 
paid Mrs. Btub'i 
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payment of a loan made by him to Mrs. 
Bosh were all paid out of tho $5,000, obtai- 
ned by tho salo of real estate. So were also 
$1,754, llio aggregate sum of several debts 
due by me to commercial firms in San Francis- 
co. — I have a large family ; I pay hero in 
Yokohama 860 monthly rent, 30 to '■'■!> yon 
in servant's wages monthly, $50 weekly in 
household oxponscs. My expenses in Kobe 
were $105, to $175 monthly. 

This concluded the case for tho defence. 
Mr. Hill said that' evidence from s :m 
Francisco with regard to plaintiff's owner- 
■hip of the claim sued for was still expected ; 
but if defendant's connael' wanteii him to go 
on with tho case now and sum up he was 
quite ready. 

Mr. Litchfield thought it preferable that 
Mr. Hill should go on with tho erne: 
the evidence from San Francisco, whether 
Mr. Sidney Smith was creditor only fur n 
pact of what he sued for or for the whole 
amount, could under present circumstances 
not make any difference in the pei>ceediii^'-i. 
At all evonts he claimed tho right to reply to 
tho summing up of plaintiff's counsel, ami 
he wanted him to specify the ehargo of fraud, 
as he had demanded tho arrest of defendant. 

Mr. Hill replied that tho charge of 
fraud was sufficiently specified, concealment 
of the assets of a bankrupt ostate, and their 
unlawful disposal for tho personal nse of the 
bankrupt ; as for tho demand of arrest it 
had boon refused by an interlocutory deci- 
sion of this Court. 

Mr. Litchfield then addressed tho Court. 
Ho said that this suit is a charge of a serious 
almost criminal character against tho de- 
fendant Bash. The only difference from n 
criminal proceeding is that plaintiff's counsel 
has been able to make defendant and his 
clerk his chief witnesses. Tho plain tiff's 
counsel has himself admitted that when he 
opened his case ho knew nothing about 
tbo same : he has through a long string of 
Questions tried to worm out of defen- 
dant bow the latter had conducted his busi- 
ness during tho last eighteen months. But 
this is not sufficient. If this court had bank- 
ruptcy jurisdiction, it might bo a question 
whether the assignment mado by Bush on 
tho 27th Marcli could not be overthrown. 
But uufortunately this court has not bank- 
ruptcy jurisdiction, and Bush took the only 
honest course open to him, that is when he 
found himBclf hard pressed by a few credi- 
tors on the spot, ho assigned all his goe-ds 
to ono person on bohalf of all his 



Japanese broker had never been found, was 
ho a myth ? But whether tho money werv 
so h>st or not, that does not justify the charge 
of fraudulent concealment < f his goods tit 
the time of as-iignmcnt. It would have 
heen bultr-r if Mr. Bash had not gambled, 
but gambling is quite a different thing from 
deliberate fraud. In fict it is in commercial 
affairs difficult to draw tho lino between 
overspceulalion ami gambling. As to the 
charges of delivery of large quantities of 
goods during night-time, on the hatoba and 
at sacrifice, they have lxson shown to be 
utterly without foundation. 

There can bo no question that tho books 
have liecii very badly kept, that wo look in 
vain into the ledger for much information 
which wo had a right to expect, but there is 
no concealment. The red-iuk-writing on ton 
of a couple of items in the ledger has been 
explained, and bo aiso Ins the employ of the 
$5,000 received by sale of real estate in San 
Francisco. That money was entirely expanded 
in Sun Fniticisci in order to moot claims there 
on Mr. Bash. More difficult it is to reconcile 
the entries of his receipts with those of his 
rcipttt-inecs and deposits. But the abstract* 
made by Mr. ltico from tho books do not 
include Mr. Bush's household • expenses, 
which during 18 mouths a $-'60 make $4,1100 
nor the expenses of the Kobe house, 
which for 13 months,, amount to $2,0s0, 
total $<!,0SO. The remittances during the 
period, October 1H73 to April 188*) made 
by Bush to San Francisco amount to 826, Cl>0 
The value of his stock and assets on 

tho day of assignment . . . . 8,790 

Los on sals a 10,500 

Add to this the expenses just named C.'JBO 



Total 852,870 

which nearly enough corresponds with the 
valno of goods received by Bush from Sau 
Francisco during the above period 854-.000. 

The court adjourned until the 30th instant 
at 10 



creditors, in order to avoid being pressed to 
satisfy a few creditors in full, and to leave 
tho rest in tho cold. 



To tho assignment is attached, a list of 
his debts, showing a deficit of $26,000. This 
list corresponds as nearly as possible wilh 
tho schedule of claims attached to plaintiff's 
petition. Mr. Langfeldt tho assignee has 
testified that ho found the goods in the store 
corresponding with those mentioned on the 
inventory handed him by Bush. Tho value 
of the goods in tho store was about $1.51/0, 
in tho godowu 85,000, of outstanding claims 
82,753 and a mortgngo for money lent for 
85,000 ; this goods and assots wero handed 
over to the assignee, who has spoken high, 
ly of tho assistance- given him by 
Bub in disposing of the assigned goods. 
But Mr. Morriman, has from his neigh- 
bouring storo with disploasuro seen Mr. 
Bush's trade, aud he commences watch- 
ing Mr. Bush, and in examining Bush's 
book* there is found an unexplained item 
$10,500 which is said by him to have been 
lost by him in kinsatsu-specnlation. Tho 



June 30fV • 

Mr. nil! summed np his case. He' said, 
that in action for fraud it wns almost in- 
variably the case that the prosecution had 
to rely upon tho facts elicited by questioning 
tho defendant. Ho had shown tbo Court 
that tho losses of Bosh, while trading in 
Yokohama 187^-1880, according to his 
own statement amounted to tho incredible 
amount of $1,000 n month. To all the 
questions put to him Bush had ono of two 
convenient answers, either ho roforrod to 
bis books which be professed hn did not under- 
stand or ho alleged a bad memory. The 
manner iu which tho books are kept is 
frandnleut : they abound in errors, o'missions 
aud false entries. A cheque dated tho 11th 
November, 18711, for $2,000 was said to be 
drawn therowith to buy American coin to 
remit. As tho bill of lading of that remit- 
tance could not bo found, Bush explained that 
ho had only bought for about $150 American 
coin, and lockod the rest up in a drawer. This 
amount is thus totally unaccounted for.— 
Agaiu, there wua during the fall of last year 
large sales of his goods by auction. Bush has 
in this respect givon false testimony in as 
much as ho stated bore in court that he 
had not sent largo quantities of goods to 
auction. But it has been proved that ho 
did. Wo now come to the kinsatsu-qucslion. 
Hush knew that ho was indebted in large 
amounts, and if ho has roally gambled in 
solan, it. was a Jhing. ho had no right to do 
tho raonoy with which ho 



his own. But tlie wholo kinsatsu story is 

a pare fiction. It is of course impossible to 
prove a negative But it is certain that the 
broker, who acted as go-between for him, 
never existed. Tho period during which 
Bush speculated in Batsu according to his 
statement, was not more than 90 days, bat 
tho aggregate amount of his transactions dar- 
ing that period would amount to many hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars ; and upon such a 
transaction he enters with a Japanese, whom 
ho don't know, who comos to him in a jinriki- 
sha and whom ho can now not find ! Besides, 
kinsatsu were not during the whoto of that 
period going down, there was a short time, 
during which they rose : Bush must conse- 
quently have gained, but there is no entry of 
such gniu. Of tho cash soIob to Maruya 
more than $300 are likewiso unaccounted for 
iu the bonk*. Tbo mine is tbo case with a 
l.irge lot of calico sold to l'achabonaya : no 
entry of the money received. Also with tho 
sales t o Kamoya and with the sale of a safe 
to Mr. Kuho All those tnonios Bush has 
appropriated for his own use in fraud 
of his creditors. — Having established the 
fraudulent misappropriation by Bash of mo- 
nies belonging to his creditors, counsel asked 
for his imprisonment until ho disgorges. — As 
for the defendant Mr. Langfeldt, who was 
necessarily made a defendant the suit 
against Mr. Bush, there is no obarge 
ngniuit him. The counsel thought it won 
an error in judgment when ho allowed 
Bush $300 for assisting in the sals of 
tho assigned goods, but he acted according 
to his discretion. Ho asked that all toe 
goods assigued be sold by 
Court in order to avoid their 



His Honor asked counsel what course bo 
proposed in caso tho court should oome to 
the conclusion that no legal fraud had been 
committed; this was merely a supposition, 
but thero is a vast difference between legal 
and moral fraod. 

Mr. Hill replied that in that case he would 
propose that the assignee under the order of 
tho court dispose of tho goods and band tho 
proceeds ovor to court for distribution. 

nis Honour observed that tho question 
may stand ovor until the evidonoe of the 
plaintiff Mr. Sidney Smith being owner of 
tho claims sued for arrives from San Fran- 
cisco. 

Mr. Hill asked that the question of fraud 
and Mr. Bush's imprisonment in the mean- 
time bo adjudicated upon. 

His Honour remarked that if the evidence 
abovo mentioned is uot obtained in San 
Francisco, then the plaintiff has no standing 
in court, and whether Mr. Bush has been 
guilty of fraud or not is then nothing to him. 
He proposed that the court be adjourned 
from day to-day until the arrival from Son 
Francisco of the ovideuce 
plaintiff's right of ownership to the < 
sued for. 



This was accepted 
*»nding 
sidcred bound to 



understanding lliat Mr^ Bush be 



Hill with the 
be 

tho court 



to-day. 

Court accordingly adjourned until to- 



Botb 

respective, 
Tho 



Julyltt. 

parties wore represented by their 



_ of the C oobuI General ex- 
pressed a desire that the U oks :md papers of 
defondant Bush bo placed in tho bands of a 
practical and experienced bock-keeper for 
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foil examination and report, and that such 
report be ad mi tied in evidence 

Counsel both agreed lo (inch course, if the 
same can be done at a reasonable expense. 

Ordered accordingly. 

The conrt suggested that for tho informa- 
tion of the conrt more evidence be sought 
upon the alleged kinsatsn apecnlntinii, and 
whereabouts of the broker claimed to have 
i employed by tho defendant Hush. 
Adjourned from day to day aa ordered 



niooo. 



( Jliogo Neiri.) 

Wo are glad to learn from an ilem in the 
native papora thai korio ufforta are apparently 
being tnado by the Iiei of Shiga ken to pro- 
tect and encourage the breeding of fish in 
Iiiwa Lake. No doubt any efforts to restrain 
the fishermen from their suicidal policy of 
catching salmon during tho spanning Benson 
will meet with serious opposition, hut we 
hope thia will not deter the Llci from his 
Sonne. If proper protection is afforded to 
the salmon during the time of spawning, and 
restrictions set npon the size of the uieshes 
of the nets used, tho value of the fishing in 
Iiiwa Lake will bo increased a hundred- 
fold. But it is quite possible tho fishermen 
cannot bo brought to sou this, and there may 
be some vested interests which have possibly 
been ignored and which tho Osaka Joto Sai- 
beusho may decide should he satisfied, but 
we sincerely hope it will not render n judg- 
ment which will stop or retard the good work 



Juno So. Aim. baiq. GnrihaUi. Forbes, 070, from 
Nn; iis,iVi. iOili iust . Coal*, to Jurditio Mnthraon 

.'u!y l.Gcininn gun-best H'ol/, Captain Pecka, 428 

Inn*, fioai Knko. 
July I, V. corvette Athurlnt, Cmml. JuhitsDn, 

7s'» ton*, li-iiuua, om Shanghai anil Kobe. 
Julv 1, .Ti.p. nr. 7V.Ini.UuTO. Hogg, I. "42. from 

Ki-bc. MiiiU sad d r ival, t» M. II. H. S. S Co. 



Ju'v 1. Jap. str. Tvlio Mara, 



V,ll!i 



ARRIVALS. 



23, Brit. barq. JWr. Sutherland, SO, from 
too, 3rd last., Sugar, to Jardine, MuLhcaun A 



Co. 

Jono 84, Brit. ttr. Malacca, Sainton, 1,709, from 
Hongkong via Nagsaki, Mails nuil (J poem I, (o 
P. St 0. Co. 

Jane M.Jap, atr. HirothimaMarv, Hnawoll, 1,870, 

from Shanghai and porta, Muila and General, to 

M. B. M. 8. S. Co. 
Jane 16, Jap. Sir. Suminnye-Moru, Frnlim, BB4, from 

Kobe, Mailt and General, to M. B M. r=. 8. Co 
Jano 25, Am. barq. CuU/ornia, Love, 820, frun 

Bnrrard Inlet, Timber, to Walsh, Hall A Co. 
June 21, Urit. bnrq. B/rer tnyau, Quiiiu. 851, 

Antwerp, General, to J. D. <"arrnl| A Co. 
June 25, French gun. boat Lynx, dipt. 

470 tons, 77 H.P., from Kobe 
Juris 26, Jsp. str. /Ilo.yo-Wnni, Moore, HOT,, from 

Hakodate, Moila and General, to M. II. M. S. 8. Co. 
June 2«, Brit bnrq. 0,,h,lia, Kllord, 1.184, frcm 

New York, Feb. lutb, 40,000 cases Krroscno and 

375 tons General, lo Fresar A Co. 
Jan. 28, Jap. str. loritom.-Afirt,. Cotter, HI 2, from 

London via Hongkong, General, to Mitsui Duksuu 

Kuwaisba. 

Jane 28, Brit. str. Or/onijk«rr ( Jones, 

Kobe, General, to Smith, Maker A Co. 
Jans 2*. Brit. bsrq. fltn L 

Antwerp. Oeneral, to C. Ilhcs A Co. 
June 28, Freh. str. Tanau, I)c la Msroclle, 1,735, 

from Hongkong 21st inat., Moils and General, to 

U. M. Col 

Jane 28, Jap. str. Krlonoyt-llarv, Dithlofscu, 1,133, 
from Hakodate, Malta and General, to M. II M. S. 
B. Co. 

Jans 28, Jsp. str. Totoi- J/aru. Hogg, 1,012, from 
Kobe, M*ils and General, to M. H. M. S. 8. Co. 

June 28, Ilsliso xorrelto letter i'uani, C. mil. 
II. It. H. Duke ■ ! Cenua, 12-gnn», 1,800 loim, frLHii 
Manila. 

Jnr.s 30, Am. «hip fVaat Pnullrd.n, Nichol*. 1,1)1, 
rrom ^K sgssaki, 18tb inat.. Coals, lo Jaidinc, 



Mii.iiL'Ii .j nnd poit", Alalia and Gem ml, to XI. li. 

M. S. 8. r„. 

Jul)- 2, Jap. wt r. ira.lirninva-.Vam, Chrinlrlirrn, 
I .Jill, fium Hakodate, Muila and Ceueial, to M. I). 

M. r>. S. Co. 

Julv V. I rosiliun corvette Fital lis OUreira, Capt. 

J. C. <!e Nemaha, :2.gur... from Nagasaki. 
July 2, II. M. corvette .l/,>,J«tr, Cupt. Mend, 1,406 

ton*, 3.*,0 H.l\, from a cruise. 
July 2 Jnp air. Tdtnaura-A/flrii, Ciurrew, 658, from 

Volcano Hi.v, Gonrral, to M. B. M. r 5 . 8 Co. 
July 3, U. S - Flag-ship Birawamt, Capt. Itenliani, 

tX'-O to"", H-guii". frnni Kolx>. 
July a. Am. alnp l.unU.; Talbnt, 1,400, frrm New 

Votk via Mellxisrof, Kinwmi and General, lo 

Jiihu M iil.llt'ton. 
July 6. Ilrit. h»rq. 0I«inJ*r, Juaa , 334, from Nupa- 

anki, Coals, lo Jarvlioo, MatlieKon A Cn. 
July 6, Jap ttr, MijaU-Mai-u, Walker, 1,003, fiom 

Udi.kUi.k via Kobe, Mails auil General, U> M. B. 

M. S. S Co. 

July 5, Am. aliip .^lown ffilniore. Carver, 1,''0'1, from 

New Y<itI, Gotier.il, to Kliiur A Co. 
July r.. Jap. Iian, A-i..u.Jksn.'.Mar«. Niehol, Ofi.O, from 

Ikmin Inland,, General, to M. It. M. 8. S. Co. 
July 5, 11. it. Mr. ..«(.>, Kinlcy, 2.75J, rrora Hong. 

kong. June 2ath, Maila and General, to 0. A O. 

r,,. 

July 1. Brit «tr. Olenifrr, Gralmm, 1,300, from 
Lonilon via Hongkong, General, lo Jardiuo, Matke. 
ROM & t 'o. 



T.tEPARTVRES. 

Jntie 23, Jnp. fctr. Kiutftiu-Marn, Pnvi^on, C90, for 
Kflie, Mail' and Genera' 1 , despatched by M. 13. M. 

S. S. Co, 

Jnnn 23, .'ap. »tr. OmAai-Jfonn, Conner. 1,917, for 
Shanghai and parts, Mails and General, despatoli- 
ed by M. B. M. 8. 8 Co. 

Juno S4, Brit. atr. Zi-n! o/ the Ma, Felgate. 1.660, 
for New York via Kobe aud Atuoy, Tea, despatch- 
oil hy erai' h, Baker A Co. 

Jane 25, Freh. str. Valfa, Gnirand, l,5l'2, for Hong- 
koag, Mails and General, despatched by M. M. 
Co. 

June 25, Jap. atr. Tolai-Afaru, ITogg, 1 .042, for Bsma- 
saws. Mails sad General, despatched by M. B. M. 
8 S Co. 

June VS. Jap. str. A'«mariu>fa..Var«, Drnmmood. 
1,2 10, fur Kiigata, General, despatched by M. R. 

M. S. 8. Co. 

Jnne2f>, Gir. rehr. Peier, M oiler, 311, for Kaga- 

aakl. Bailout, despatched by E. B. Watsvn. 
June 25, Brit. atr. Mrriontltuhirt, Biekiirda. 1.245, 

frir New York via K'die and Anioy, Tea, denpatch- 

cl hy A "Minion, Bell .V Co 
Jnnn '.(I, Jap. str. .Vamija. Main, HalMMiet, 81W5, for 

Il 'ngkoiig via Kobe. Malls and (.'eiieral, de«- 

|uU-brd by M. B. M s. S. Co. 
June ?J, Jup. ftr Suwiniviir-Jfaru, Krahm, f-r.t, for 

Hakodate. Mails and General, despatched by M. II. 

M. 8. S. Co 

June 29, Brit. str. Tea^Jo, Cain. 6S2, for Kobe, 

I alla-t. denpatehed by Tai Tuk Toi.g. 
JuneStf, II. XI. S, IfuJolf. Capt. Moad, 1.4H5, 350 

U.H , for a Cruise. 
June 30, Jap. str. /finyo-J/aru. Xloore, 806. for 

Hakodate, General, deapatelieil by M. U. XI 8. 8. Co. 
Juno SO tier, brig t?nrtat>, Johsutisen, 210, for 

Kobe, Ballaal, despatched by Jardine, Xlatheson 

& Co. 

June 30, Jf.p. sir. innn'i. Voru, Kil^oqr, 800, for 

Kobe, Genornl. drapaleln 1 by XI. II. M. S. S. Co. 
June 30, Preach roivette TJiiwi>. Cn|'i;iin A quier, 

3,H<H| tons. lS-enns, for Hnkodnie. 
June 30, French corvette A'rr'/n. I. -a, Capt. Matl.icn, 

1,316 U uk, 6-guna, for Hakodate 
Juno 3". F.euch gun-boat I-yr, C pt. I". urnicr, 

470 ioiib, 77 H. P., for Kobe. 
June 3f>, Jap. str. Jiiro»ftiiiia-At*iirv. Dn««oll, 1.H70, 

for Mianghai ai d ports. Mails aud Cei;t ral, drii- 

patchrd by M. B. M. S. 8. Co. 
July 1, Ilrit. barq. Bialrrici /lay, Kicolsoa, SH0, for 

Nuguaaki, Ballast, dcupatchod by W. M. Strachau 

A Co. 

Ju y 1, Brit, atr. Malacca, Sealon. 1,709, for Hong, 
ko, g, Mails and Geacral, despatched by r. A O. 

Co. 



July 2, Jap. str. Tolai-Maru, Ho»rg, 1.042, foe Kobe, 
Mailn and General, doapatcbod by M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 

July 2. Jap, «tr. stolronoya- 1/ant, TJitlilefsra, fur 
Hakodate. Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 

M. S. S Co. 

July R, Jap, atr. A'iu^iii Afaru, Davison, 690, for 
Kobe, Malta and General, despstchod by M. B. M. 

s. S. Co. 

July 4, Jap str. J/eiji Mani. Peters, 1,010. for the 

north toast. Siores, despatched by l.ightbouw 
IVpat tin cut, 

July r., Am. aclir. Aritl, Hinkl y, 143. for Pan Fran- 
risro, .-toroa, despatched by Walsh, Hsll A Co. 

Jnly fl, Jnp. sir. lFalranoiira-Marsi, 
1..1<0, for Kobe, Mails an " 
hy M. B. XI. 8. 8 Co. 

FA SSEKGKRS. 

For Jnp. sir. Oenlai-ilaru for Shanghai and porta; 
—Mia. lUudnll, Visa II. L. Parmeloe, Dr. H. IS, 
I'erkina, Xlessra. J. J. Heiirterson, n. S. Tiffmi, Fi. 
C. Kit by, P. Clieoan, F. Aruoox, W. G. XI a tho ws, 
I. Isaac*, K. Beart, J. It. Frniier. Winneberg, XV. 
It, Dnvidaon, and 23 Japanesn in cabin. 

Per Jap. ttr. r/irosAtma-Maru from Shanghai and 
porta; — Mrs. rniper, XIr. und Mrs. Sin Wo, Miss 

H. Gnlick, Miss Clinton, Hevd. J. C Davieaon, 
Kevd. J. Harblrr, Xlosars. Harman, Davi.l, Sluw- 
lioixl, Piry, Al.!rieh and 20 Japanese in cabin ; nod 
6 Chiueae and 253 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit atr. Malacca from Hongkong: — Messrs. 
E. Fullett, H O. Jones. D. Ur.rrr.tt, K. Alien i and 
Chinese. From Southampton : Kevd. Mr. and Jlra. 
Wolah, Meiwrs. A. Conor and J. Playfair. 

Per Freh. str. 1'otya for Hongkong : — Messrs. 
Galopin, Itarre, t^halvet, Graagier. Mangaki, Bar- 
believer, I.e Gullou, Haune. Moki, Dolion. Hoot, 
Abril, Coapmanu, Cloaace, Kcrvella, Perrln, Leu- 
touf. Hiret, Chevalier, L.aucnan, and Iditchi Boski 
in cabin. 

Per Freh. str. Tanai'r from Hongkong: — Mr, de 
bongpraye. Consul if France, and Mr. Gibian in 
cabin. From Marseilles : Mm. Peterson sad servant, 
Mrs. Pangea, Mr. de Lappyrcro nnd servant, Messrs. 
Bougouin, Romaogalle, I lecqiinrd, Caeaidy aud Miaki 
in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Sumida Maru for Hongkong via 
Kobe: — XIr. and Mrs. Musgrave, Dr. Riidgea, 
klcssrs. Van der Osten, E. A . Singleton, J. Lsvrsquc 
and 3 Japancoo in cabin. 

Pbr Jap. str. l'orilomo-Maru from London . — Xlis* 
Smith in cabin. From Hongkong : 4 Japanese ladies, 
2 children and 2 servants. 

Per Jsp. str. J/iro»kima-War» for Shanghai and 
-Hia Ka. Sano, Minister of Kiaaneo, Mr. 
and Mrs. Van Csltaubunih and 2 children, Mrs. 
Bonger, Mrs. Petersen, Mias Hrnith, Mrs. Bodats, 
XI stars. F. Mawhood, E, Coaaidily and SI Japanese 
in cabin. 

Per Jsp. str. Tokio-Maru from 8hangfaai aad 
porta : — Dr. and Mrs. Winn and 2 eh Idion, Miss 
.1. Gnlick, Dr. Lawrenson, Dr H. M. Perkiaa, Col. 
Cunlifle, Messrs. W. Beaumont, Klchobane, Gins- 
U-rg. MacKenzie, IE. ItolM.Mlaou, Won^ and ',7 .lapa- 
neae in cabin ; and 2 Europeans, 8 Chinese and 304 
Japanese in steerage. For Liverpool : Messrs. E. 
J Caldbeck and W. Walter in cab n. 

Per Urit. atr. ilalacm for Hongkong ;— Mosars. S. 
Akiyama, 1'. Kambara, Heakell, Tornschi and De 
Ituatrlt in cabin ; ami 4 Chint-ac in at^rnge. 

Per Jnp. atr, Mi.'ttta-Maiu (rom llongkoug via 
Kobe:- Mrs . W. Walker, Mr*, and Mi*« Mandslay. 
Xlooars. M. Conler, Taylor, Beurt, J. A. Allioo, 

I. Isaacs and 8 Japanese in cnbin ; 4 t'hiiioso and 
U9 Japanese in sLeeiago. 

Per Brit. atr. Garlic from Honckoiig : — Xfajnr- 
Gonetnl and Mrs. Donovan and maid servant in 
cabin. For Han Franoiseo : Mrs. A- D. Falconer, 
Lieut. J. T. Stnnrt and O, G HowlaLd in cabin ; 
aud 2 Europeans and 4*5 Chinese in I 



REPORTS. 

The American Bhlp JfWta .4mrriroa reports:— Left 
Cmdiir February I lth. First eight days had a 
eoi.iii.uiitinu of hard calos from S.VV. to W.S W. and 
v- ry his;li aeo, Crofxil the Kquaior M och 29th in 
Uwig. 25 " "if W. Passed the Ca|m of flood Hope 
April 'Jib. in Int. II 3 4lr- 3. Pn-jed 8t. Pnnls April 
23rd. Hun down easting in max. lat. 43 * 30' 8 
Passed Anjer May 9th Have been 36 days from 
Pule Snpalu. Ilavo lind no s \\\ monsoon. Lq{ht 
winds from K, W N.N.K ' Came through the For- 
mosa Channel, and tho I.inchoteu Ialaada, June 
15th had a hard gale from 8.K. with very lieavy rain, 
and shifting to K.W. June 2nd lat. 18° 44' N. 
117 0 Mf E. Saw the liritiah barks Aiiw 
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COMMERCIAL 



od Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama. 
23rd June, 1880, to the 6th July, 1880. inclusive. 



CIRCULAR. 

for the period of 14 day> 



from the 



I :&£ F O IR, t S - 

Paper currency remains at the nominal quotation of 137 for silver, bat no relief to trade is afforded a* no transaction* of any imp 
recorded. Business in import* is, therefore, to a great extent, governed by the demand for exports, the proceeds of the latter being used for delivery 
of past pur.'hn».-» or for fresh operations. Transactions are confined almost solely to Tarn, the import most serviceable to the Japanese people. 

COTTON. — Yabm. — Sale* reported reach 8,826 bale*, against 4,068 for the preceding period, making op a total of 27,774 bale* for the year to 
date a* follow .—16-24 ; 13,350 bale* ; 38-32 ; 6.695 bale* ; 38-42 ; 961 bale* j SO Ac. j 480 bales ; and Indian ; 4,407 We*. Common qualities rather lower 
in price, bat the general run of quotation is unchanged. SmaTlMO*. and other cotton good* very quiet. 

WOOLLENS — Nothing doing except a small demand for Moussxuhbs. 

METALS. — Very quite. Quotations unchanged. 

SUGAR.— Steady. For Amoy brown tie market has declined fully 25 to 30 cents per picul. 
KEROSENE. — Very limited demand, sales in the interval have been very light. 

183 lbs. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollar* Mexican = 811 Silver Boo*. 



COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14 lb*. ... 

Prints, assorted, 24 ,. 30 „ 

Satins (cotton) 

Shirtings, Grey, 38 1 yds. 39 in. 7 lbs. ... 

38, ,. 39 „ 81 , 



T. Cloth, 82 in. 
Turkey Beds, 



Velvet* (black). 
Victoria Lawns, 



TaBach..-Uaaa, 



38* 

7 lbs. 

8 

24 yds. 30 in. 
24 „ 80 „ 
84 „ 30 .. 
24 „ 80 „ 
35 „ 28 „ 
12 „ 42 „ ... 

8*> >> 22 

12 » 43 ,, 

COTTON TAEN. 



9 „ 



— ft 2 lbs. ... 
8* „ 
31 ,. 

2,<§31h«. ... 



No*. 16 ft 24 

.. 20 English 

28 ft 82 

i»» 8^ (g| 42 ... ... 

32 doubled 

„ 42 „ 

„ 50 „ 

Indian, No. 10 

»» » 12 

sj »» 1* ■*■ 

,# ,, 18 ... ... 

* ,, 18 ... ... 

>■ ,, 20 ... ... 

■< » 88 

m » 84 ... ... 

.. *0 

WOOLLENS AND 

Alpaca, 40 yd*. 82 in 

Blankets, assorted, 7 lb* 

>• ,, 6 to 6, lb* 

,, .2 lbs. ... . ... ... 

Camlet Cords, 30yds. 32 in 

Cloth, all wool, 64 ft 64 „ 

,, Pilot*, 64 ft 64 „ 

„ Presidents, 54 ft 64 „ 

„ Union, 64 ft 66 „ 

Italian Cloth, 32 in „ 

Lustres and Orleans (figured), SO yds. 81 in. ... 

„ „ „ (plain), 40 ft 42 yds. 32 in. 
Mousseline* de Laine fplain & stripes), 24 yds. 81 i 

m >, n (figured) ... ... ... 

SUGAR. 

White, Jimpah, No. 1 

Khihpah, ,, 2 

,, Kokfah, ,, 3 ... ... ... ... 

„ Kungfnn, „ 4 

„ Gnihpah, „ 6 ... ... ... ... 

Brown, Formosa, bag* 

„ 1 basket* 

„ Amoy 

METALS Ac- 
Iron, Flat and Bound 

„ Assorted Nail-roda, (assorted) 

„ $ ■ • ■ ... .»• ... ... 

Lead, Pig ... ... ... ... — 

Quicksilver 

Steel, Swedish 

Tin Plates ... ... ... 

Kerosene Oil 



... 



DDTT CALCULATED 
IK 

xkxicau dollars. 



0.0241 ¥ 10 yd* 
0.0241 „ „ 
0.0643 „ „ 
0.0281 „ ,. 



0.0241 „ 

0.0241 „ 

0.0241 „ 

0.0241 „ 

0.0241 ,. 

0.0643 „ 

0.0321 „ 



• 1.0077 f picul. 



0.0966 ¥ 10 yds. 
1.6077 f picul. 

0.0063 ¥ 10 yd*. 

e.SJU utder M la. t 
0.4010 HOT^lnsMIn 
la vMlh •> 10 jrilt. 

0.09C5 ¥ 10 yds 

o.oskjs .. „ 



DUTY PAID. 




1.621 ft 1-821 



V PC 



2.271 

2.171 ft 2.421 
1.75— 



1.52 ft 1.63 

1.66 

1.62 ft 1.73 

1.90 

7.60 @ 7.70 

0.78 ft 0.76 
0.10 



129.00 ft 33 75 ¥ V*- 

84.40 (a 36.50 ', 

40.75 ft 42 75 
88,00 ft 89.76 , 

89.76 ft 48.00 , 



88.00 

28.75 



80.25 ft 80.25 



¥ pc 



pair 




017*6 0.18» „ 



I 




22.56 ft 
1.00 ft 
0.111 ft 
1.40 ft 
1.70 ft 
8.10 ft 
1.40 ft 
1.80 — 
135 ft 
1.40 ft 
1.50 ft 
1.60 ft 
7.76 ft 
0.781ft 
0.10 ft 
1.00 ft 



2.75 
0.12 
1.90 
2.80 
2.66 
1.80 



1.00 
1.70 
1.70 
2.15 
8.7S 
0.9S 
0.18 




23.00 ft 29.50 



31 IX) 



JI7.00 
0.40 ft 0.48 
0.40 ft 0.46 




$7.80 ft B-20 
7.10 ft 7.60 
6M ft 6.70 



6.60 
4.80 
4.15 
4.00 



6.10 
6.20 
4.20 



3.20 ft 3.40 



0.0965 TP picul. 
0.0965 „ „ 
0.0488 ,. ., 
0.2*78 „ ,. 
1 .9292 „ „ 
0.1930 „ „ 
0.2251 ¥ 1201b* 
6 */. eater***. 

a4oi9 



■VP«i 



$2.90 ft 83.15 

2.76 ft 8.40 

1.40 ft 1.66 

6.80 ft 6.00 



1,600 


M 

N 


lo.ouo 


N 


3,000 


M 


2,000 




1,800 


M 


800 


" 


1,300 


" 


160 


»• 


600 


M 


10,000 


M 


1.760 


" 






1.769 


beta. 


426 


»■ 

H 


810 


»• 


100 


m 


325 




10 


MM 




MM 


8 


M 
M 


£6 


•8 




M 


464 


'» 




»» 




M 



Stock 7,500 bags. 
Stock 76,000 bag*. 



3.80 ft 
6.00 ft 
1 .(» 



456 

6.85 

167* 1 stock 719.000 c 

Digitized by Google 
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aettled at $+95. 
only a small 



SILK. — Our last ima 

then new Huta lure come to band in fair quantities the tine ol the i 

is thorn hu resulted. For some deja past $180 has being freely offered for 11 My bash, but ( 
t advance buyers do not appear diapered to giv. 
Of old silk about 150 bales bare been settled mostly FiUturea at steadily declining rate*. 

to the end of the put season 1879-80 ; the P. A 0. • learner from tbla on the let instant takes 40 bales new and 97 bales 
" pped during aeason 1879-SO. they will appear in the next report, and form part of season 1880-81. 
oro»M>nsmeaa of^ the^past^wo weeks Is about 150 bales new Hanks and 150 bales old Silk. 



Ws now giro the export up 
of old which were actually settled though not shipped during 



London 

France and Italy 

United States ... ... 



1877-7*5. 
9.306 Bales. 

11.808 ,. 
I.M1 .. 



1878-79. 

4,711 Bales. 
11.886 „ 



lRTfl-80. 

6,039 Bales. 

7,0«0 „ 
5,156 „ 



a Toae fairly 
the tail end 



TEA.— -Ths activity reported in our issue of 24th ultimo continued in full force until the turn of present month when buyers becam 
conservative and settlements In consequence fell off. Good Medium and lower grades shew some slight redaction whilst Finest to Choice ~ 
maintain their former qno'attona: some small amount of second crop pickings hare been shewn and represent fair value compared 
parcels of first crop now on offer. 

Settlements since the date of last issae amount to 10,100 picnls and stocks in native hands are ample. Advices from the United 
anything bat encouraging decline may be expected, in spiu of the obstinacy of native holders who express their ootuUdenoe that the sport in this ■ 
which took place last at tie end of July 1879 will this year be repeated. 



DESCRIPTION. 



SILKs- 

Xaytbaahidi 0 2 Hanks 

» « , » 

Med. to T 
■ I Beat 

Common... 

Good Common 

Medium ... ... .»■ ••• *•• -.. ... 

Good Medium 

KLne ... • * ■ ••• ... ... •*. ■** ... 

Fiocflt ... ... ... •■• •*• •-• *•• 

Cbofce ... ■■• .•• >•• mi ... 

SUXDI 

Awabi ... 



Camphor M 

China Root 

Coala, Japanese... 

Copper ... ... ... ... 

Cuttle Fish 

Gall Nate 

( 70 a 80 pea. per catty) ... 
(100 a 1*5 ., „ ) ... 

laiDRlaas 

Mushroom! ... ... ..• ... 

K»p<!»c«i Oil 

Rice ... ... ... 

Seaweed, Fine out green 

Large green 

Sharks' Fine 

Sulphur 

Tobacco, ( 



PRICES PER PICUL. 



I «9o to sno 

ISO to 470 

HO to 680 

•t0 to 670 

to 680 



6o0 



$ — to — per plcul. 

18.00 to 20.00 „ 

2S 00 to 28.00 „ 

24.00 to 25.00 „ 

27.00 to 28 00 ,. 

29.00 to tt 00 „ 
83.00 and upwards 



$20 00 



38.00 
19.00 
2.40 
6.70 



12.00 
9.50 
0M 
0.88 
22.00 
19.60 
6.90 
9.20 

fjM 

2.00 
29.00 
1.90 
6.50 



2.10 



to 934.00 per picul, 
to 48.00 „ 
to 89.60 „ 
to 19.60 
to 2.60 „ 
6.80 per too. 
19.25 per picul. 
1360 „ 
10.00 „ 
0.74 per catty. 
0.50 

to 29.00 per picul. 
to 34.00 „ 
to 7.90 „ 
to 3.50 ,, 
to 2.90 
to 2.40 „ 
to 87.00 ., 
to 1.70 „ 
to 8.00 „ 

tu ifl.oo „ 

to 9Ji0 „ 



REMARKS. 



, but holders 
views of buyers in 



I by the Yokohama General Chamber of 



EXCHANGE. 

i oftlaa past fortnight; there have 



nc aligil'. 



Ox London, —Bank 4 months' light 3s. 9Jd. 

„ „ do Bight Sa. 8td. 

..~6 months' sight 3«. lOd. 

4 do. 9a. 9fd. 

PABIB.— Bank Sight « 4.71 



Credits. 6 months' sight... 

„ SttABOHAI.— Bank Sight It 

., ,. Private 10 days' light 7» 



Ojf Hohokoho.— Bank Sight 

,i h Private 10 days' aight 

., Sax Francisco — Bank, Sight 

,, Private 30 days' sight 

,, Nbw Yobs:.— Bank, 8ight 

,, n Private 30 days' light 



1 */o prem. 

par 

. . . ...91 



P2, 



Kinsaian, 137 per $100. Quotation official consequently nntrastworthv. 
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Biitrn. 

On the 11th instant, at No. 6. Minaml. Odawara- 
eho, Tokio, the wife of F. Adbjam Mktcb of a son. 

On the 16th July, at No. 171, Bluff, the wife of 
S. H. B. Makutv. oT a son. 



DIED. 

On the 20th instant, at the Yokohama Genera] 
Hospital, Mich Ant. Cabboli., aged 43, lato 3rd 
engineer [ 'il 



SUMMARY. 



0' 



,UR last issue was dated 8th instant fo 
despatch by M. M. steamer Tanait for 
Marseilles, and O. A O. atenmer Gaelic for 
San Francisco. The following mails have 
since been received : — 

O. A O. S. Oc«mc, San Frisco, June 19 arrd. July 8 
M. M. 8. FoJ,-, Marseille., May SO „ „ 12 
M. B. 8. 8«wiid« Mam, London, June 14 „ „ 19 

And the following have been forwarded : — 

M. M. S. Tanau, Marseille* July 9 

O. A O. 8. Oawlic, 8an Fran ci sco... ,, 10 

P. A O. 8. finnsto, London ,, 15 



His Majfstt the Mikado arrivnd at Kioto 
on the 14th instant. Ho left for Kobe on I 
the 20th, and embarked for Yokohama yester- 
day. H » return to the metropolis will take 
place to-morrow, the 23rd. His Majesty has 
been quietly but loyally received iu tho 
various districts through which he passed. 

The propositions of the government for 
new treaties with foreign powers were pre- 
sented to the envoys of the treaty nations 
about ten days ago. Tho document is more 
moderate and reasonable than was expected. 
Jurisdiction over the soil, and what may be 
termed sovereign rights, aro expressly stipu- 
lated for; and provision is sought to be 
made for somo system of municipal control 
and jurisdiction over foreign settlements that 
will probably raise a very important question. 
The coast trade is to be specially reserved by 
Japan, and so far as trade is concerned the 
basis scums to be reciprocitarian ; Japan to 
mako concessions equivalent to those made 
in favour of Japan by the other conn tries. 

The publication of the draft of the new 
treaty by a local English newspaper was a 
surprise. The propositions are merely tenta 
tive, and were communicated to the envoys 
of friendly powers in confidence. Their pub 
lioation can answer no good purpose nt pre 
sent, and it is deemed most desirable to 
abstain from soy sot calculated to embarrass 
and hamper the action of the Japanese gov- 
ernment who regard treaty revision as the 
most pressing matter of importance with 
which they have to deal at the present 
time. 

NoTwrTHSiASDixo the steadiness of the offi- 
cial quotation of satsu, 137, the price of rice 
throughout the country indicates a vory much 
vciation. Speculation in currency, 
prohibited, is carried ou with 
among those who formerly con- 
ducted thoir operations on the public bourso; 
official interference, therefore, has the effect 
of taxing all legitimate purchasers of satsu 
without in any way controlling the gambling 
in time bargains which has become a passiou 
with the people. Trade has derived no relief 
from tho nominal steadiness of currency ; 
imports are regulated by exports, and a de- 
maud for the latter is immediately followed 
by purchases or delivery of the former. The 
source of this country's future wealth, rioe 
and other grain, is at present blocked. A 
large surplus of rice, the lowest estimate being 
15,000,000 piculs, is, for want of menus of 
transport to an open port or of export direct to 
foreign countries, of no value to tho producers, 
and a sum of at least 25,000, 000 dollars in 
specio is kept out of the eon dry. Apart from 
the direct loss of this large sum of mouoy tho 
want of an outlet for surplus grain is doing 
great harm to tho agricultural classes who 
' 0 i are thoroughly dishearteued at the nrxwoect 
}® before them. * V 



A beport was recently circulated liy the 
Uochi Shinbun, a Japanese journal of stand- 
ing, to tho effect that tho government are 
likely to withdraw from various trading 
operations in which they are ongaged, witu 
tho object of interesting the people in com- 
trial enterprises frco from official in- 
terference. It is also reported that a largo 
number of merchants have resolved to em- 
bark in operations heretofore exclusively 
confined to government undertakings, and if 
this news should lie true improvement is not 
far off. 

News of earnest preparations for wi 
tinucs to reach us from China. The 
fleet is to be angmcntcd, rind admiral Leas- 
nffsky is to take command. This officer is a 
diplomatist of some rank, and bis appoint- 
is no doubt intended to cover the double 
purpose of persuasion first, and force should 
persuasion fail. 

Some anxiety is shown in China and Ja- 
pan to learn what would be the position of 
the open ports during war. The balance of 
opinion seems to be that all the treaty ports 
aro liable to blockade, and to the suspension 
of all intercourse with the world, in the same 
manner as if they were purely Chinese 
ports. The question is of great interest, for 
tho trade of the open ports might bo very 
severely injured by a prolonged 
undertaken by a great naval power. 

The Japanese members of the Osaka cham- 
ber of commerce recently entertained the 
members of the foreign chamber at Kobe. 
Among the speakers was Mr. Godai of indigo 
and currency speculation celebrity, who ex- 
pressed his anxiety to promote that trade 
which a few months before 4io had donounood 
and contemned. The sincerity of Mr. Godai, 
when his address to governor Hennessy of 
Hongkong is compared with his utterances) 
at Osaka, is doubtful, and no faith is placed 
in bis professions of friendship towards 
foreigners and foreign trade. 

The decline of the silk trade of Japan is 
attributed in great measure to tbe short- 
sighted policy of greedily securing every 
advantage obtainable to-day, even to the sa- 
crifice of the repute of some of the best silks 
grown in the country. 

The university of Tokio bestowed degrees 
upon thirty-eight graduates on tho 10th inst 
A Urge number of friends of the students 
and residents of the metropolis assembled to 
witness tho ceremony, and some interesting 
addresses were delivered by the president, 
professors, and students. A report of the 
proceedings will be found iu another column. 
All frionds of Japnu will rejoice at the 
liberality of her system of education and 
congratulate the nntion upon the wisdom of 
her present rulers iu training tho intellects of 
those who 



10 must eventually take a leading 
in tbe Japan of ten years hence. 
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Acadian JlrttcUs. 



TEE EFFECT OF WAR UPON TEE 
OPEN PORTS OF CHINA AND 
JAPAN. 



0 : 



k,N tho 3rd instant tho Japan Herald pub- 
lished an articlo on the subject of tho 
immunity enjoyed by foreign residents in tho 
open ports of China in ovout of a war 
between that country and Russia ; and a cor- 
respondent of ours, whose letter will bo found 
in another column, doals with the matter 
from an opp<wite point of view, endeav- 
ouring to ahow that the construction placed 
by tlui Herald npou tbo conditions under 
which foreign settlements in China' nre 
occupied, ia forced and unnatural: hia con- 
clusion being, we take it, that a power at war 
with China would be justifiod in disregarding 
the " neutrality " of theso settlements, and 
be free from any of those ooniequencos 
usually involved in an attack upon the 
property of snbjecU and citizeua of nations 
not nt wnr with either of tho contending 
parties. With this conclusion iu its entirety 
we arc reluctantly compelled to agree. 

The snhstauce of tho article in the Japan 
EtraU is contained in one paragraph, which 



cession of sovereign righto by China to the 
treaty powers scarcely admits of doubt : and 
tho assumption upon which much of the 
Herald' t argument rests is, that by accord- 
ing the right of residence to aliens a nation 
may secure one or mora ports which, 
free from blockade by virtue of an ngrco- 
roont with ft neutral power, one of the 
chief weapon* of attack in tho hands of a 
maritimo nation, that of blockade, ia nulli- 
fied because a vast portion of such trnde, tho 
stoppago of which would bo most injurious 
to China, could be carried on iu neutral bot- 
toms between the treaty ports. 

The other seemingly weak point is that 
which declares " The Russian attack must be 
" confined to Chinese towns, Chinese tcrri- 
" tory, Chinese ships, Chinese trade." Ad- 
mitting this to be correct how is the dis- 
tinction to bo drawn between Chinese and 
foreign trado ? In event of a war there will 
not be a Chinose vessel visible. Whatever 
trade is carried on will bo in neutral bottoms. 
It is true there is no precedent; but as the 
object of blockade is to put an effectual stop 
to all trade with the nation atta.ked, it 
becomes evident that when the whole trado 



Our argument is that, in accordance with 
ed first intentions, foreign residents 



in China, subjects of treaty powers, and 
living in places set apart, have tho full rights 
of noutrats, equal in effect to those enjoyed 
by the residents in Hongkong. Further, that 
these nentral rights involve freedom, uot only 
of access and exit, bnt of all the operations of 
legitimate export and import trade." 

Oar correspondent treats this as a positive 
assertion, and proceeds accordingly apparent- 
ly regardless of the qualifying clause which 
tempera the reasoning of onr contemporary, 



and other channels not guarded by oar 
icrs. Thus it was both ineffectual and 
illegal; a circumstance which fortunately it 
did not occur to any noutral power to com- 
plain of." 

The blockade was only partial, consequent- 
ly it was illegal, and according to tbo law of 
nations any neutral power had just cause of 
complaint. Had the blockado been >jffoctiv» 
it would have been legal, and no ground of 
complaint by neutral powers would have 
existed. 

The rulo that held good in Canton in 1857 
would probably hold uood in any other treaty 
port in China in 1880. At nil events we 
have tho exam pie set by a nation which is 
not likoly now to move in any direction the 
result of which would bo to curb, in the future 
her own maritime power in timo of emergency 

Wo are anxious to avoid " hiir-Bplitting " 
in tho nice construction of treaty clauses, the 
meaning of which not even tho original parties 
to them can accurately understand ; and upon 
tho snrao principlo it will bo advisable 
to avoid any pretension to knowledge of 
"undoubted first intentions." The gist of 
tho treaties taken as a wholo seems to 



with foreign countries can bo carried on as be that the Chinese government agreed to 
it is now without let or hindrance, and a j extend to tho nationals of tho respective 
Isrgo portion of the domestic trade can be contracting parties the fullest proteclioa to 
conducted by neutral ships under covor of ' pcnion and property, whenever theso shall be 



extra-territorial rights, a partial blockade 
would be more idle trifling. This may bo 
narrowed by illustration. The city of Canton 
is the wealthiest and most active in China. 
Apart from its large foreign trade it has 
a great domestic trade, a considerable portion 
of which is carried in coasting vessels. 
Any blockade of this port would very 
seriously interfere with the commerce of 
China, and it would certainly be tho 
objective of a blockading squadron. But 
in the city of Canton a portion of ground 
ia set apart for foreign residenoo under con- 
ditions similar if not identical to those which 



who says " extra-territoriality gives rise to I prevail in the other treaty porta of the empire' 
a case for which there is no precedent, If tho assumption that foreign residence de- 
reasoning is based on prives a hostile poiver of the right of blockade 



is baaed 
yot ascertained, 



" and SO far our 
" assumptions of values not 
" and UHSontially constructive." 

We are inclined to think tbe weak points 
in our contemporary's cose aro those which 
treat the concession by the Chinoso govern- 
ment of tho right of residence and trade 
trader certain specified oonrlltions, as equiva- 
lent to a oession of sovereign rights ; and 
the distinction, without boundary or limita- 
tion, drawn botween foreign and Chinese 
trade. There is nothing so far as we are 
able to discover iu the treaties which can be 
oomttraed into tbe cession by China of 
•oven ign righto, and, as we wrote re- 
cently on the violation of Japanese law 
under cover of extra-territorial immunity, 
no country can be taken to have ceded 
sovereign rights by implication when it 
ia on indisputable doctrine that each ces- 
sion must be express and explicit. It is, 
therefore, open to any power at war with 
China to assert that while the righto of 
residence of foreigners shall bo respected, 
the territory being essentially Chinese must 
be subjected to all tho restrictions imposed 
of war, including the effects of 
The treaties are imperfect. Their 
mtly never contemplated the 
which might ariao out of a 
I of blockado by a hostile power ; and if 
of violation is to depctid upon 
ion subsequently put upon cer- 
the treaties becomo in 




bo sound. Canton is a free city, and, at the 
risk of repetition, wo assert that no nation 
would submit to a construction being placed 
upon conventions made with neutrals which 
should deprive her of one of the most formi- 
dable means of .coercion, and stultify, in 
great measure, her naval foroes. Bnt to save 
further discussion wo may refor to tho action 
of the British government in regard to Can- 
ton in 1857. That port was blockaded, and 
all trade was interdicted. The righto of 
residence of those foreigners who desired to 
remain in tho settlement of Canton were 
" respected," as far as circumstances would 
permit; bnt no distinction was made betwoeu 
Chinese and foreign trade. The blockade 
was intended to be effective, and not even a 
neutral steamer was permitted to ascend the 
river without tbo permission of tbo British 
admiral. 

In the narrative of Lord E lock's mission 
to China may be found a short account of 
tbe blockado of Canton. It is there stated 
that:— 

" The ambassadors were anxious to effect 
tbo speedy removal of this restriction. . . 
. . The naval authorities fully concurred 
with them in this desire, and were no less 
anxious to put an end to a blockado which, 
whilo it tended to cxeroiso a demoralising 
influence upon tho class of vessels specially 
employed in enforcing it, had failed in the 
effect | object it was designed to accomplish. 

" trade with Can- 
to the 



■o far as tho question before " Instead of preventing all t 
That there has been uo • ton, it had simply diverted it 



endangered, that lies in their powor : and 
it surely needs no clause in a treaty to pro- 
vide that, if the Chinese government should 
be unable to extend efficient protection, the 
powers whose nationals aro endangered should 
havo tho " right " to step in and protect 
thorn in person. Great Britain, France, and 
Qormany can not be justly accused of in- 
difference to their people's interests abroad, 
and tbe United States has, in the c»so of 
China, expressly stipulated that should the 
Chinese protective power bo insufficient the 
United States may resist tbe attack of any 
power nt war with China. This stipulation 
begins at that portion of tbo clause in the 
Burlingamo treaty whoro our correspondent 
stops. It reads:— 

" And tho United States, for themselves, 
hereby agree to abstain from offensively 
attacking tho citizens or subjects of any 
power or party, or their proporty, with which 
they may bo at war, on any such tract of 
land or waters of tho said empire. But 
nothing in this article shall bo construed to 
proTOtit the United States from resisting an 
attack by any hostile powor or party upon 
their citizens or their proporty." 

In tho treaty betweon France and China 
there is tho following stipulation : — 

" Should China be at war with another 
power, this circumstance shall not in any 
way interfere with the free trado of France 
with China or with tho opposing nation. 
French vessels may always, except iu the 
oaao of effective blockade, sail without 
obstacle from tho ports of the one to tbe ports 
of tho other, trade in tho ordinary 1 
and import and export every kind of i 
chsndise not prohibited." 

In whatever way this clause is read it ia 
strangely at variance with our conk 
aaaertion that " The French l 
" always contended that the French ( 
" sions of Shanghai, Tientsin, 
" are, Ac jure and de facto, French territory, 
" which has all the rights, privileges and 
" neutrality proper to ceded ground." 

The clause ia tho treaty referred to must, 
we think, be taken to mean that China shall 
not institute a blockade, nor interfere in any 
way with tho trado of French vessels from 
China to any porta of the enemy ; but, should 
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a hoatila power establish nn effective blockade, 
the question then becomes one botweon the 
hostile power and France, and not bctwoon 
the latter country and China. 

The spaco at our disposal compels ns to be 
brief. A treaty is a compact binding n|>nti 
China and the country which is a party to ic, 
but it is an untenable supposition that if the 
treaty with Franco, for instance, contained a 
stipulation declaring the open ports neutral, 
and free from all the consequences of hosti- 
lities, Russia, at war with China, would be 
bound by that stipulation. China could bo 
onforco it, and if France choose to do so sho 
would bo acting merely for the protection of 
the interests of her people, tbe right to do 
which, under any circumstances, is discre- 
tionary and not dependent upon the sanction 
of treaties. 

Wo rogrot that dispassionate consideration 
should lend us to form a conclusion so oppoeita 
to that arrived at by our contemporary. In 
event of war Russia will be compelled to respect 
the persons and property of neutral residents 
in tho treaty ports, but there is nothing in the 
treaties, nor do wo know of any moral obliga- 
tion imposed by international law, to prevent 
the exercise towards China of blockade 
which, if effective, and consequently legal 
according to the law of nations, should put 
an ond to all communication ; all trade being 
essentially Chinese though conducted by or 
through neutrals residing in ports oponod by 
treaty to " foreign trade." Any question 
that might arise could not be baaed upon 
treaty atipulationa made by China with other 
powers than Russia. 



China? What was tho "undoubted first 
intention " with respect to this matter ? 

" If Franco bus extra-territorial rights, 
" according to her contention — which so far 
" remains undisputed—." France has no 
! more, but rather less extra-territorial rights 



BRLLIQEREST AXD SBVTRAL RIO UTS. 

AN article in the Japan Hertthl of the 
9th instant contains a passage which 
certainly weakens, if it does not destroy the 
position assnmed by that journal ou the 
3rd instant. It is this : — 

" For instance, if the Minin received a 
crashing blow from tho cannon of one of 
Armstrong's gunboats, is sho entitled to refit 
in Hoogkoug, a British settlement, or in 
Nagasaki or Tokosuka dry docks, both 
situated in neutral territory, or in Shanghai, 
where the docka aro in oxtra-torritoriaJized 
ground ?," 

The question of whether repairs may bo 
done to war-ships of either belligerent in 
the ports of neutrals is one wo are not 
prepared to answer. So far as the resi- 
dents of Hongkong and other British colo- 
nics, and British subjects in Shanghai aro 
concerned, they will repair or refit the Minin, 
orany Russian or Chincso vcssclof war, at their 
own particular peril. The Foreign Enlistment 
Act, and the Queen's proclamation sufficiently 
provide for these matters. With regard to 
Shanghai being "cxtra-torritorialized ground," 
we have already exposed tho doubtful charac- 
ter of this contention ; and no better illustra- 
tion can be afforded of tho monstrosity of 
tho doctrino than tho supposititious case of 
tho Chinese government having so far dena- 
tionalised their own ground as to render it 
lawful for an enemy to use it for the purposv 
of refitting Bhipa of war rendered kort </•• 
tmnbai by Chincso arms! Is it possible', 
putting the most forced construction upon 
the treaties, to proceed upon tho assumption 
that conventions according the right of peace- 
ful residence and trade can be perverted and 
strained to confer upon an enemy tho privilcgo 
of using tho ports for the purpose of equip- 
ping cruisers to proy upon tho navy of 



than other treaty powers possess, as evi- 
denced by articlo XXXI in tho French treaty 
with China. When waa the claim to these 
peculiar extra-territorial rights specifically 
raised, a claim " which, so far, remains un- 
disputed " ? If tho right of trade and resi- 
dence accorded to French men is held by 
tho Fronch government as conferring upon 
thom all tho rights and privilege* appertain- 
ing to conquered territory, or to territory 
expressly coded, their contention must rost 
upon implication of tho weakest character. 
Tho Emporor of China, any more than tho 
Emperor of Japan, has not ceded his 
sovereign rights over the soil ; on tho con- 
trary, ho expressly reserves the " right of 
eminent dominion over tho said lands and 
waters." Upon what, if any, portion of the 
treaty do tho exponents of this monstrous 
doctrino of denationalization of territory 
rely ? Until en explanation is given the 
French demand, if it has been made, must 
be utterly repudiated as ludicrously nbsurd. 

Strong terms these, we admit, but they 
aro not used offensively. 

The question propounded in the following 
words " Whut is tho extent of Russian or 
" Chincso martial law towards foreigners 
" who, by taking servico with one or other 
" power, have ceased to bo noutral ? " is 
difficult of solution. In tho Tacpiug war 
General Statelet ordered tho execution of 
two foreigners taken with arms in their 
hands in A rebel fortress. That Russia 
should extend mercy to thoso persons to 
whose presence tho prolongation of tho war 
is duo, wonld bo a mistaken clemency And nn 
unwise policy. Foreigners serving on either 
sido will, by proclamation usual with neutral 
powers, be excluded from tho protection of 
their nation, and bo ox posed to tho so verity 
which Russian policy must render imperative 
or to tho ferocity of the brutal Chinese 
soldiery. 

DECLINE OF TUB SILK TRADE 
OF JAPAN. 

THE production and shipment of silk havo 
hithorto formed tho chief industry and 
export of Japan. In extent this one article 
forms two-fifths of the gross value of all 
commodities Bent out of this country, and 
any causos tending to diraiuith production, 
or to suporscde the use of the Japanese 
staple, deserve the serious attention of all 
concerned. 

The generosity of tho Japanese, or rather, 
tbo individual greed of a few silk egg 
growors, has enabled the Italian people to 
produce a full average crop at least this 
season. Wo do not intend to assert that the 
total amount of silk produced in Italy 
is obtained entirely from Japanese eggs ; 
but as it is natural to infer that Italy 
would not send experts at great cost to this 
country for tho special purpose of selecting 
useful eggs for reproduction at home, unless 
that country nWdutuly required a certain 
quantity of eggs from Japan in order to pro- 
vido for a full supply of material for mi im- 
portant industry, so it is natural and justifi- 
able to assume that the eggs bought here are 
utilized, and that a large portion, at least, of 
so-called Italian silk is nothing inoro than 
■ilk produced in IUdy from selected eggs 



obtained at a puroly nominal prico iu 
This silk is, by the experienced reeling a 
manipulation of the Italians vastly superior for 
all manufacturing purposes to the filatures 
reeled in this country. This is a point which 
tho Japanese must not ovorlook ; namely, tho 
superiority of Italian reeling to tboir own 
from tho same ground work of material. If 
a parcel of cocoons bo divided into two parts, 
one moiety being sent to Italy and one re- 
tained hero, the silk produced will be of two 
essentially different qualities, tho inferiority 
of the Japanese being oasily distinguishable 
at sight. In consequence- of this, of the in- 
feriority of preparation in Japan, a largo crop 
of silk in Italy has a more detrimental effect 
ujion the silk export of Japan than casual or 
merely superficial observers are apt to consi- 
der. Quite lately tho United -Slates, a country 
that had previously drawn supplies from Eu- 
rope, considered sho might benefit herself by 
importing directly from Japan. American silk 
merchants began by purchasing Kakcda ; 
but when Japanese producors learned that 
a largo demand for this clans of silk had 
arisen for tho United States market, they at 
once adopted the short-sighted policy peculiar 
to this country of increasing tho quantity 
by the adruixtnro of spnriou3 material from 
other districts, reeled in almost identical 
fashion; tho intention, of course, being to 
deceive the purchaser. Practices of this 
description could not survive tho tost of 
consumption and manufacture, and the United 
States merchants immediately discovered the 
deception. Tho result has been the acquisi- 
tion of a bad name for and an evident dis- 
trust of all Kakcdag, even the best and most 
genuine produced in Japan. 

Had Japanese producers not made use of 
this system of deception tboy would still 
onjoy the good name for their Kakcdos which 
has now been forfeited. Tho reputation 
of this silk is lost notwithstanding tho 
fact that there are still some remarkably fine 
silks of this class prodncod in tho country. 

Disappointed aud anuoyed at their pur- 
chases of Kakodas, United States merchants 
turned their attention to filatures of Japanese 
preparation, some of whioh are certainly of a 
trustworthy and fairly good class, hut tho 
largo majority of which, like nnto Kakcda, 
aro totally untrustworthy ; unovcu in reeling, 
difficult to wind off, "cased " to foulness, 
wasteful to extrnvaganco, and altogether of a 
disappointing character. News of tho out- 
turn of tho shipments made daring tho past 
season confirm the worst prognostications ; 
and Japaneso filatures may soon, like Kakedaa, 
bo made the subject of damaging comment 
in commercial circulars.* 

Japan must not forget, if sho desires to 
maintain, or rather to obtain a reparation for 
her silk manufacture, and establish a steady 
business in tho exportation of tho article, that 
she is in competition with all the silk pro- 



• In December 1S79 tho market report attached 
to the mail issue of tUe Japan Qasrltt thus refer- 
red to tbo dubious character of the then favourite 
class of Japan™.." silk. Tho market report in 
quontion wm largely copied by American trade 
Journals, an I attracted eonni loruble intention. 
The report of the Japan G,wtU for Pit-ember 3, 
1S79 read as follows :— 

" Kakedas have not been go much sought after, 
" except tho better classes. It is true that noiuc 
" large parcels of common and spurious have boon 
•' sent into god owns, but it ia doubtful if they 
" will bo actually purchased. It becomes moro 
•• strongly evident, day by day, that this liith. i lo 
" favourite class of silk is fulline into disrepute , 
' many formerly well appreciated marks are tM« 
" Hoasou found to bo mixed au,l < ■•i*ed • w'niV.t 
" large quantities of silk put up as Kakedas )mv„ 
" not tbo Eligliteat right to the title. 
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ducing conn trips of the world, who pay vastly 
more nttcntion to thoir industry, and prodnco 
far moro honest material than Japanese deem 
it worth' their while to do. In connection 
with this it should also bo understood thnt 
■ ilk consumers will always purchase the best 
material they find on offer. Italy now, hav- 
ing a largo crop, and probably a much larger 
production than is required for tho supply 
of tho Earopvsu markots alone, will havo a 
surplus to offer to America ; and America, 
disappointed as she undoubtedly is, with tho 
quality of tho import from Japan, will, in all 
probability, supply herself with exactly what 
sho wants of nn nrticlo warranted to comply 
with its description, in a tnnrkot twelve days 
distant, in preference to Bonding to a market 
at least thirty days distant to receive an 
article which turns out not to bo what it was 
represented. 

No surprise need bo expressed this year 
should largo quantities of the so-called Kake- 
das and filatures bo loft on the hands of the 
producers. It will bo the natural result of 
the consumers' loss of confidence in Japanese 
Bilks, and tho tempting opportunity to sap- 
ply themselves nearer homo with a superior 
silk raised in Europe from seed supplied by 
tho avaricious greed of a few short-sighted 
Japanese dealers iu silk eggs. Experience 
does not seem to have its usual effect ; it 
is familiarly said to be sufficient to make 
even fools wise, but Japan is apparently an 
exception to tho rule. It must be within the 
recollection of many still carrying on their 
trade in silk with foreign merchants in Yo- 
kohama, that previous to tho interference of 
tho government who recommended and 
strongly impressed upon tho attention of 
producers tho necessity of moro care in tho 
preparation of hanks, tbu foul nature of tho 
silk, and the inefficiency of tho reeling very 
nearly caused its utter condemnation iu the 
European markets. So well kuown was it 
that iu the Macclesfield factories when Japan- 
ese silk was brought in tho spinners struck 
work : thoy said emphatically, — " they 
could'nt standi it." The manufacturer was a 
greater sufferer than his operatives. For 
him indifferent reeling in tho first instance 
moans heavy wages, slow process, and a 
heavy per ceutngo of waste; and a couti- 
nuauoe, even a repetition, of the supply of 
raw silk alluded to effectually deters him 
from further purchase* of tho 
article. 

Wo are sorry to think, and to be obliged 
to say it too, that tho Japaueso trade prin- 
ciple seems to bo to make whatever money 
can bo bad to-day and to disregard to- 
morrow and its prospocta. 

This has boon the rolo for soma years past, 
not only in silk but in every other commodi- 
ty produced or made in Japan for export. 
Tho timo for these experiments has passed 
by, and people who wero willing to make 
allowances for short comings then are dis- 
gusted and irritated at t bo continuance of pre- 
tensions which never seem to l>« realised ; 
and if foreign consumers gradually turn their 
attention to tho production of a law material 
plentiful enough to supersede Japanese Bilk it 
will bo well to remember that they will surely 
succeed eventually, the result being thnt the 
most valuable staplo export of this country 
will slowly disappear, or bo sold nt a severe 
loss against formidable competition. 

That such a state of things should be 
possible i» i'uv more to bo regretted because 
Japan ha* every real advantage ready to 
her hand — splendid raw material ; cocoons 
of the best quality j work people in abundance 



of peculiar skill in their trade and with 
amajting delicacy of touch. All these advan- 
tages are, however, counterbalanced by want 
of honesty of purpose and stability of charac- 
ter. Everything is artificial; nothing is 
sound. 

As a first step to restore confidence wo 
would recommend those factories having a 
name not yet lost, to stamp upon tho bundles 
the number of demurs tho silk represents, so 
that, when tested, tho consumers may find 
out whether the silk is what it was repre- 
sented and actually purports to bo. Whon 
this is done thoso factories who havo reelod 
faithfully, and given fair and honest des- 
criptions to tho silk sold by them, may be 
trusted by foreign consumers in future. 



ones. But we observe often that woak 
countries suffer ' injury from stronger ones, 
iudo[MMidrnt rights are interrupted, and in- 

iury suffered : such is tho condition of 
apan. . The unfair and degrading 
treaties now existing between Japan and tho 
treaty powers has caused the balance of trade 
to bo heavily against Japan, tho result being 
a sori»us loss to Japan year after year." 

That Mr. Godai should now advoeato the 
extension of trado carried on under " unfair 
" and degrading treaties, tho result being a 

serious loss to Japan " is, to sny tho least 
of it, remarkable ; the more so whon we learn 
what his opinions wero a year ago respecting 
its continuation. He said :— 



Hit. QOD.irS FEIEXDLT OVERTURES. 



" Ifthisstatoof things continues any longer 
without undergoing change, the exports will 
decreaso more and moro, and the country 



THE raemliers of the Kobo chamber of 
commerce must have lieen agreeably 
surprised at the invitation extended to them 
by their friends of the Osaka chamber, and 
at tho post-prandial speeches so full of good 
will and brimming over with anxiety for the 
prosperity of Kobe, and tho development of 
intimate anil friendly relations between 
native and foreign merchants. That such 
gatherings aro in tho highest degree com- 
mendable, and productive of tho best results, 
we have nn intention of disputing, but as 
Japanese inercluvnls with whom foreigners 
mostly come in contact belong to a class 
little entitled to respect, wo are apt to look 
with some suspicion upon declarations of 
friendship, and to feol impelled to compare 
the utterances of the present with thu ex- 
pressions used some few month* ago by tho 
Osaka chamber of commerce, and delivered 
by the president, Mr. Godai, who was also 
onoof tho most prominent Bpoakcrs at tho 
entertainment at Kobe on Juno 30th last. 

Mr. Godai is reported to havo said in his 
address to the guests preseut, that he had 
long wished for such a meeting, and the gist 
of his words was, that tho numbora of tho 
two chambers should do all in thoir power 
by united action to seenro to Kobo tho trade 
legitimately belonging to it, now diverted 
from its proper channel ; and that he wonld 
bo happy to uso his influence among his 
Osaka brethren for that purpose. We take 
this to mean that the combined Osaka 
merchants, like unto their Yokohama breth- 
ren, would gladly sc* in Kobo tho Urge 
stocks common to Yokohama, tho holders of 
which, when " pressed fo"r money," aa Mr. 
Lenz put it, are frequently obliged to sell at 
prices entailing scvoro losses. Howover con- 
ducive such a stato of things might be to the 
prosperity of Osaka, it would lie of doubtful 
value to Kobe, the merchants of which latter 
plnco would havo tried it long ago had they 
seen any good ground for their action. It 
is not, however, with the sentiments now 
expressed by Mr. Godai that wo havo to do, 
bo much as to compare them with tho opinions 
expressed by him concerning foreign trade ii 
August, 1879. Less than ft year ago Mr. 
GoriAi was undoubtedly of opiuion that 
foreign trade was responsible for tho "obs- 
truction of finance," whatever that may 
mean, and for countless attendant ills. In 
his appeal to tho governor of Hongkong for 
redress for the grievous oppression of foreign 
ministers, Mr. Goon thus described the 
course of foreign trade iu Japan : — 

•' To preserve mutual rights, conventions are 
mitdo by which no larger and stronger coun- 
try may domineer over weaker and smaller 



country 

will become poor, so much so that sha'can 
novor rise again. ... So wo Bay that if 
tho conditiou of Japanese trade bo not 
changed into proper ways, foreigners boiug 
blindod with present and small advantages 
regardless of the, future tho sources of trado 
will soon be dry. . . . Our independent 
rights and privilegos of trado have boon 
seized by foreigners, tho result buing tho 
injury of Japan. . . . Wo aro not wrong 



saying that if foreign powers hold any 
longer to tho present unfair treaties, wishing 
only to promote their selfish advantages, all 
will cease to benefit by tho oastorn trade in 
future." 

These extracts from tho address of the 
Osaka chamber of commerce to Sir John 
(then Mr.) Hsxsesst, aro sufficient to show 
that Mr. Godai is ono of that class of men 
most to bo dreaded and kept in chock by all 
those who havo the tradal interest of Japan 
at hoart. When an opportunity occurred 
ho took ovory advantage of it to i" 
tho commerce of Japan with fo 
tries as injurious, unjust, and obje 
tho highest degree ; and to impute to Eng- 
land and English merchants in particular, the 
dosiru to benofit at tho coat of Japan. Suck 
sen ti menU would bo regarded aa puerilities, 
and passed without notice wore it not for the 
evident animus and jealous hatred of this man, 
who now, forsooth, ventures to como forward 
aa the champion of the very trado ho so strenu- 
ously contemned a few months ago. To mon 
of Mr. Godai's stamp is the nation indebted 
for the depression of its trade, and not to tho 
effect of the treaties he condomns so freely. 
Until foreign merchants oome into direct 
contact with Japanese without tho interven- 
tion of associations liko tho Machigaisho, or 
the combinations of similar character existing 
at all tho.opon ports, any roal improvement 
of trade to tho advantage of the Japanese 



to 



to 
i tod 



The published report of tho eni 
ment given by the Osaki 
commerce made tho temptation 
trast Mr. GoDAl's opinions 
governor He-inhsst with those present 
to tho assembled merchants of Kobe aj 
Osaka, irresistible. It would bo ludicrous 
to find so determined an opponent of com- 
merce, ono so convinced of its ruinous 
influence, upon this country as Mr. Godai, 
coming forward aa its partisan, were it not 
auspicious. What uew object has Mr. Godai 
in viow ? Wo ask, because his connections, 
and his past recorded transactions, sufficiently 
disprove any belief in his disinterestedness, 
aud further, when we read of bis eagerness to 
increase or improve onr commercial relations 
wo have a strong desire to act strictly on the 
kloloiiSivOs 
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^miscellaneous Articles. 



XO ESQ LIB H HAIL 8BRTICS TO JAPAK. 



THE refusal of the British postal authori- 
ties to rescind the resolution to with- 
draw the subsidy heretofore granted to the 
Poninsula and Oriental Company for a 
branch mail Borneo between Hongkong and 
Yokohama, is nothing more than was expect- 
ed, though her Majesty's postmaster general 
could with advantage bare appended to his 
reply a short explanatory note of tho broad 
grounds npon which his decision was based. 

The loss of the regular mail service forms 
a lesson the foreign residents of Yokohama 
will do well to profit by. In every matter of 
public importance or interest we are all apa- 
thetic to absolute indifference ; and when, 
nt last, some movement -is made it is too 
late to be of service; and all will agroo with 
tho Japan Herald that had tho chamber 
of commerce, or the general body of mer- 
chants apart from the chamber, which can 
hardly be said to possess a complete represen- 
tative character in itself, acted energetically 
when tho abolition of tho service was first pro- 
posed, tho result might haro been different. A 
government resolve may be prevented, or at 
least deferred, by timely representation, bnt 
when once made it is usually irrevocable. 

Tho financial measures of tho late English 
government did not often loave a surplus ; but 
it is certainly irritating to be told that tho 
postmaster gcnoml does not feel justified in 
recommending the treasury to incur the ex- 
pense of re-establishment of tho service 
Post offices ought not to be depended upon 
for revenue purposes. If there is a surplus 
so much the better; but it ought always to 
bo subject to charges necessitated by exten- 
sion of the service, or tho reduction of the 
postal rates. Great Britain enjoys a profit 
of not far short of one hundred per cent of 
the gross postal revenues, the amount an- 
nually received from this source oxoeoding 
three millions sterling. In comparison with 
this large sum, and in view of the substantia] 
interests of British merchants in Japan, the 
"expense" is an utterly trivial excuse 
almost as unsatisfactory to the memorial- 
ists ss to be told that the question of con- 
tinuing the branch service as a part of the 
mtal Bystem " was carefully con- 
1"" before the resolution to abolish it 
i arrived at. Is the inferenoe that it is 
for the lords of the treasury to 
' carefully consider ' before forming a reao- 
lotion, correct ; or arc tho words a polite 
paraphrase of ' wo know our business bettor 
than you do ?' 

Them Ls somo consolation ta> bo found in 
the efficient service of the Mitsn Bishi Com- 
pany between Hongkong and this port via 
Kobe, and the excellence of the arrangements 
of the post offioe authorities here and in 
Hongkong. The last four English mails 
have been received in good time ; in fact 
sooner than would have been the caso had 
they been carried by the P. and 0. steamers. 
Thus:— 

Mail of April 9 Arrived May 25 ; 45 days. 
„ 28 „ June 7 ; 45 „ 
„ May 7 ,. „ 21 ; 45 „ 
„ 21 „ July 5; 45 ., 

And, of course, our Kobe friends are decided 
gainers, as their correspondence reaches them 
fully five days Booner than it would do were 
the service to Yokohama direct. 

Taken altogether that which wo fcarod 
would be a serious inconvenience, probably a few days later than they were had it not 



substantial loss, is not unlikely to result to 
our permanent advantage ; bnt this is no rea- 
son why the postmaster general of England 
honld have treated tho mercantile interest* 
of British subjects in Japan so cavalierly as 
ho did in abolishing the service without as- 
certaining what, if any, arrangements were 
available to supply its place. 

With rogard to tho now tolegraphio roles 
and regulations the case is different. Tho 
companies sro not to blame, as the decision 
rests with tho conference of delegates ap- 
pointed by tho difforent governments, parties 
to tho oonvontion, tho resolutions so arrived 
at being imposed upon tho telegraph com- 
panies. Any resolution of an objection- 
able character may, we should be inclined 
to thiuk, bo modifiod if proper, sound 
objections are urged at tho meetings of 
the conference; but such objections roust 
not come from any one section of the mercan- 
tile body, but from a powerful and influential 
gathcrir-g of roprcsontives, or, more properly, 
mercantile delegates from all the great com- 
mercial countries of tho world. 

In the consideration of this matter the weak- 
ness of merchants as a body becomes pal- 
pable. It is within common experience that 
banks, telegraph, and shipping companies, 
railways and other carriers, whoso business 
depends wholly upon, and lias its origin and 
existence in, tho operations of merchants, 
have of lata assumed an attitude of impera- 
tive dictation. Instead of conforming to tho 
wants and needs of merchants, their em- 
ployers, tho conductors of llieso companies 
have ventured to lay down rules and 
regulations to which thoir employers and 
masters must conform. This is an inversion 
of places which, liko all othor abuses, 
cannot long be tolerated. The timo is 
not far distant when j>urcly mercantile in- 
terests, distinct from banking, shipping, Ac., 
will bo formally represented at international 
conferences; and the resolutions thero arrived 
at will carry weight sufficient to influence 
tho whole course of commerce, and finally to 
relegate to thoir proper positions those de- 
partments of state, and private business 
undertakings, such as those above men- 
tioned, which spring out of commerce ; which 
aro but tho emanations of commerce, and 
not the origin of it. Merchants proper are 
inadequately represented by chambers of 
commerce. Tho influence of these associa- 
tions is too purely local to carry the necessary 
weight abroad ; and it is evident if merchants 
are resolved to protect their interests and to 
resist tho numerous petty and growing en- 
croachments upon their privileges, some sys- 
tem calculated to secure unity of action, not 
in London, or Paris, or New York singly 
for instance, but of nil tho leading commer- 
cial countries in conference assembled. That 
such an association should be formed is by 
no means improbable. 



A coHBiaroxDfcKT has taken the lrjuhle to 
point out to us that a passage in an arlielc in 
yesterday's Gaztttt on the subject of the P. 4 
0. S. N. Co.'s service to Japan is open to mis- 
interpretation. Tlir sentence in question reads: 
" The last four Engluh mails have been received 
in good time : in fact sooner than would have 
been tho ease had they been carried by the P. 
nnd O. steamers." What wo intended to con- 
vey in theso wurds wns that, the mail service 
from Hongkong 1o Yokohama having been 
abolished, and the service now being an 
entirely independent line bound to no time, 
the mails would havo been received some 



been for the Mi tan Bishi steamers. On 
reference we find that had the postal service 
been continued, the mails would have arrived 
here per P. A O. ttoemers sobner than they did 
by theMitsu Bishi vessels. The dates below are 
not those of tho schedule, but are based upon 
tho actual arrival of the London mail in Hong- 
kong, the usual allowance of ono day there, 
and a seveu days passage thence lo Yokohama 
have been made. 

The mails would therefore have arrived, and 
did arrive, as under : 

April 9, Duo Yokohama May 21 arrived May 24 
., 23, „ .. June -t „ Juno 7 

May 7, „ ,. „ 18 „ „ 21 
,. 21, „ ., „ 80 „ July 6 

In the first three eases thero was a less of 
three days, and a loss of five in the delivery of 
the last mail. 

The manner in which tho P. and O. Com- 
pany has always performed its mail service 
caused it to be regarded as the most trust- 
worthy and regular means, of correspondence 
from Europe possensMl by merchants in Yoko- 
hama, the centre of foreign trade in Japan, 
and its withdrawal is mueh to be regretted. 
This curtailment of postal communication with 
a country which commands tho bulk of the 
foreign trade of Japan, is the more annoying 
from the fart that hod proper means been 
taken in time to represent the ui it tor in its 
true light to the authorities nt home, wo might 
si ill have been in possession of a mail service 
for the performance of which wo are now 
dependent upon ontsido and casual 
between Hongkong and Japan. 



THE " ATALAKTA," 



REWARD of £200 will be given by 
the admiralty to tho first person who 
gives such information as may lead to auy 
definite knowledge being obtained of the cause 
or locality of the loss of H. M. S. AlUania, 
or who finds the first traces of any part of 
her hull or equipment." 

With sinking hearts from which all hope 
was dispelled tho relatives and friends of the 
brave men and promising youth of England 
who formed tho crow of H. M. S. Alalatita, 
read in this cold announcement tho knell of 
thoso so dear and so well loved. With hope- 
ful gladness the happy bnya and their officers 
sailed from Bermuda on tho bright January 
morning, homeward bound. Old England 
onco more ; father nnd mother, near relatives 
and dear friends waiting to welcome the re- 
turn of tho sailor. Many wore tho good 
wishes and fervent the God speed of those 
who watched the doomed vosset sailing out of 
Bermuda harbour. Keen the impatience ex- 



pressed at tho protracted voyage ; the im- 
patience that gave ploco to doubt ; doubt to a 
vague and awful fear that hope yet prevent- 
ed from assuming any definite form. Next 
came official uncasinoas that conld no longer 
be disguised, and tho vague and indefinite 
fear of relatives deepened into the anguish of 
despair. Then was realised the forco of thoso 
burning passaged in ono of tho great works 
of the greatest living English poet. 

Never morning wore 
To evening, but some heart did break. 

0 father, wliun-aOft'cr thou !•« 
Who ph-dgyst now thy (rallant son ; 
A shot, ore halt thy draught be done. 

Hath stilled the life that beat " 



O mother, praying Ood will save 
Thy sail r, -wliilo thy hrat is l.iw'd. 
Ilia heavy-shottod haaimcv-k-«liron t 
this vast and -andoriag grav.,. 
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The prayers of tho§o who naked for a sign 
have not boon answered oven by the dis- 
covery of a fiagmeut of the devoted vessel, 
though keen search has been made in all 
those parts of the sea where aho oonld pos- 
sibly hare sailed. Hope is now (lend, and 
over three hundred good men and tmc, of old 
Eugln lid's glory and pride, havo disappeared 
for ever, leaving behind them a legacy of 
grief to their relatives and friends and to the 
nation whoso gnllunt sons they wore. 

Ten years ago H. M. S. Captain went down 
off Capo Finisterro. " She capsized in n 
heavy squall shortly nfter midnight, and 
went down in three minutes," said the gun- 
ner who was saved. With that vessel four 
hundred and seventy-two of the picked men 
of tho English navy met sudden and ignomi- 
nious deaths. After the shock caused by this 
awful event had subsided H. II. S. Eiirt/tlicc, 
" plainly visible about throe miles off shore, 
" with every sail standing and lighted up 
"with the bright gleam of the winter even- 
" ing sun, was suddenly hidden in n misty 
" snow squall. When the squall cleared off, 
"which might have boon in twenty minntes, 
" the ship was no where visible." Sho had 
gone down in sight of English shores and 
taken with her three hundred men and boys. 
Now wo havo to speculate upon the form of 
destruction that Bwallowed the Atalaula. 
Did she, too, capsize and founder in a 
few short minutes ? It is to be supposed so, 
though it is probable that, lileo other miss- 
iDg ships, her fate will be for ever a scaled 
mystery, courts of inquiry, naval commis- 
sions, and all other forms of locking tho 
stable door when the horso is stoleu, not- 
withstauding. 

Had the? thousand or eleven hondred men 
who have perished in those three ships given 
their lives voluntarily in their conutry's 
defence; had they died with their faces to 
the* enemy, we should have felt their loss us 
a cruel necessity; and a grateful nation 
would have raised an elaborate trophy to the 
memory of her sons who fell in tue glorious 
victory. Now they have been dofoatod in 
their contest with tho soa : man waging a 
hopeless struggle with the Ocean, 

When for a moment, liko a drop of rain, 

He sinks Into thy depths with bubbling groan. 

Without a grave— unknell'd, uncoffln'd, and 

unknown. 

the name* and fates of these men who 
i perished in their country's servico to be 
unrecorded in the public monuments of a 
nation whose navy is at once 
her strength, and her pride ? 



PUBLICATION OF THE TREATY. 

\JLTVj regret for several reasons to see in 
YV the Japan Daily Herald of 16th instant 
tho first portion of tho draft for revision of 
the existing treaties betweon Japan and for- 
eign powers. 

Tho publication of these propositions by 
onr contemporary may be a very useful 
public service; but we are convinced tho 
copy of tho document mnst have been ob- 
tained in a surreptitious manner, or given to 
the Japan Herald by somo person whose 
action is, in every respect, a gross breach of 
trust nnd confidence. On tho 1 *.th instant wo 
niade nn application to the department of for- 
eign affairs f»r permission to print, for public 
information, the whole, or such portion as the 
minister ui _ln deeni suitable, of tho proposals 
which had i'ecn presented to tho foreign re- 
present ivc». In reply his Excellency tho minis- 



" have been made to the representatives of 
" the treaty powers for a revision of the 
" treaties at present in force, which it is 
" deemed advisable to mako public." From 
this wo may reasonably infer that the pro- 
positions now published were communicated 
to tho diplomatic agcuts of foreign {towers 
in strict confidence, and he who divulged 
the particulars has acted niu/<i jide, and is 
responsible for tho embarrassments and delays 
which aro not unlikely to follow his viola- 
tion of trust. 

While indorsing the general principle that 
Becrecy in matters of this description is 
greatly to bo deprecated, we are constrained 
to acknowledge that affairs of state —of the 
highest import to those concerned — especial- 
ly when purely tentative, are properly with- 
held from public notice and disenssion until 
tho full consideration they demand has given 
to them a definitive form and substance. 

This rulo is observed in Europe. There 
tentative propositions nix? rarely published by 
authority of the parties; and wo may say 
that nn instance of their being divulged by 
any of the diplomatic agents concerned is 
unknown. 

We havo no intention of Inyiug claim In 
nny particular virtue in this respect, but. if 
we had had n copy of the treaty proposals we 
shonld havo hesitated to make it public in 
direct opposition to tho wishes, courteously 
i -x pressed, of the minister of the nation most 
deeply interested. Probably these scruples 
may he regarded contemptuously by many 
persons, I ut wo venturo to think they will 
find approval amongst thoso who are desirous 
that tho Japanese government should have 
every consideration extended to them in this 
matter of treaty revision to which they 
attach so much importance. 
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ASONYMOUS CORUESPOSTjENCE. 

T is no uncommon matter for the conduc- 
tors of newspapers in Yokohama to avail 
of every possible opportunity, ovory occasion 
tho must trifling, to gird at the Japan Gazette. 
Tho Cvnrricr du Japan is no exception to the 
rulo, and during the last few days it has 
displayed an angry violence of language and 
demeanor that cannot bo permitted to pass, 
as previous outrages upon conventional cour 
teay have been, in contemptuous, silence. 

Some few days ago a correspondent ad- 
dressed us upon a matter respecting wbioh 
ho had an unqualified right to express an 
opinion. Tho Courricr retorted with a string 
of impertinences and personal allusions of 
tho rudest character, permitting its obnllilion 
of temper to take tho place of an argumenta- 
tive and dispassionate reply. Our corres- 
pondent replied in a temperate and dignified 
letter, and the Courricr of to-day hoznrds a 
rejoinder that cannot bo pcrmittod to pass 
uncensurcd. 

In the first place it will bo well for the 
Caurrier to understand that when we indorse, 
as we surely do in this instance, the opinions 
of a correspondent, all question of identity is 
at nu end, and the Courriir will bo pleased to 
consider " Xo H.wtilliun " and ' A French- 
man and no Biiatdliaii," as synonymous tormB 
with the editor of the JajMin ll\ixelte who 
is competent, in every respect, to protect him- 
self nud his contributors from jitt&cks dis- 
graceful enough to imperil the scant repu- 
tation of the lowest journal of tho rowdiest 
class ever published in the slums of Paris 



In the next place, wa hare to point ont 
that if free expression of opinion couch- 
ed in language of moderation can not 
be uttered without calling down upon the 
bead of tho writer the furious insults of 
every lunatic who takes upon himself tho 
offico of champion of a certain section of 
the French residents of Yokohama, wo had 
hotter submit to tho censorship of the Cuurrier 
du Japan ; but as we have no intention of 
doing the latter we shall tako tho liberty of 
following tbo coorso with regard to what 
we may and may not publish that seems beat 
for our own and the publio interest, the idle 
covert threats of every bully notwithstanding. 

Thirdly, we have to remark that if any- 
thing recently published in this journal has 
been construed by any person to mean an 
insult, real or implied, to France or French- 
men, the fault is not ours. Kvery gentle- 
men who chooses to plaoo such a con- 
struction upon the letters now in ques- 
tion, is undoubtedly entitled to oxerciso his 
own judgment; hut nntil sufficient canae 
can bo shown to support the allegation 
of insult, or oven slight, we must bo 
excused from paying further attention to tha 
offensive vulgarities of the Cowrier du Japan, 
a newspaper which teems to have divested 
itself of every remnant of decency in its 
eager and obtrusive 



gentleman 

tbo conductor of tho Oourrier du Japan ean 
over know. 

Finally we wish it to be distinctly under- 
stood that calm argument upon any subject, 
whether it accords with our own views or 
not, shall always find a place in this journal : 
and when any of our contemporaries or thair 
sham correspondents ventnro to assail with 
gross rudeness and unwarrantable personali- 
ty any contributors of ours who am pleased to 
preserve their ineognilo, they will do so at 
their proper peril. 



ter for foreign affairs wrote,—" No proposals I that has tho bad taste to mako thom. 



Thr pushing proprietor of a small tea-home 
nt tho further end of the village of Tsugita, 
hat recently started n mineral water bathing 
establishment. Periodically the water is 
brought from Vries in casks, emptied into a 
large bath, and then heated in the usual 
manner from underneath. The country folk 
from the villages around are thus enabled, by 
a somewhat tough stretch of the imagination, 
to fancy themselves luxuriating among the 
seven hot springs of TIakoue. The bath, when 
last seen, was of the pea-soup tint, relieved by 
a delicate prismatic colouring on the surface, 
tho weather evidently having prevented the 
landing of a fresh consignment from the heal- 
ing springs for some considerable tine. But 
we ought mot to sneer at the colour of a native 
bath, when wo call to mind the experiences 
of tho " amateur casual," which were recorded 
in the Pall Mali Gazelle — and was not that 
casual tha brother of Mr. Greenwood himself? 
— who was told by kind hearted old " Daddy " 
that, as he looked so clean, be need not have 
taken that plunge into the dirty, solid looking 
liquid that did service for the cssusl's bath. 

It would seem that the transporting of 
mineral waters to a distance from the springs 
is not uncommon. A correspondent of ours 
wns sorely puzzled for some timo by receiving 
positive assurance that there woro hot mineral 
baths near the Toknido, between Fujisswa and 
Oiso. The mystery was cleared up on a 
shooting cxcusion last winter, when bath- 
houses were found close to the mouth of the 
Banyo, supplied with water brought over in 
junks from the springs of Atami. 
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73. A considerable 
slip of earth on the right 
bears evidence to its 
Tiolence; and in June. 
1876, a part of the road 
and several houses were 
ewopt away Ac. 

(Tho error in the year, 
1876 for 1873. shows the 



EVERY little work that adds to oar know- 
ledge of tho country ronnd nbont n« is 
acceptable, and wc gladly accord to the 
nu thorn of gnido books tho praino their 
hilxiurs demand and deserve. The latest work 
of this kind is the Twimfs' Guide* issued in, 
Tokio, «nd which, at tho 6 rat glance seems, as * 6e 'siklo Gmd* dated 
it realty proves to bo on examination, the 
most comprehensive yet published. And that 
this should bo the case is not surprising coo- 
ing that tho "author" has drawn largely 
upon the writings of others, many of whose 
works are still offered for sale at moderate 

prices. A few examples of what we consider j cant of tho province of 
pilfering without ft word of nc- Shimosa. about nine- 

r do some scant justice to : '«» or . " rent J' from 
„ , , * t Tokio, in a rural and 

pleasant district. 



1878, which was reprint 
ed, without alteration, 
from tbo edition of 1876) 



63. Narita.— This town 
is situated in the north- 



a pro per 
knowlodgmcnt, may dc 

those whose labour Mr. Keeling has apparent 
ly appropriated, sometimes without any 
disguise whatever, and in other cases with 
i trifling variation in phraseology. 



TouroU- (hude. 
Pass 

7. Glossary. 

(Tho similarity be- 
tween them may be, of 
i oun«j, purely acctden- 
Ul). 

11. Vocabulary. Eng- 
lish (local). (This is a 
literatim copy from the 
fatekmna OmU'). 

*6- Many of those 
institutions oharaWeris- 
tic of European civiliia- 
tion are to ne found, Ac. 

86. Yokohama may 
be said to consist of 
thosot- 
ivg 
town, Ao. 



45. About a mile to 
the south of Tetania, on 
the right hand of the 
road to Kam&kura, are 
sou) a celebrated an ifi- 
cial caves. Representa- 
tions of many living and 
i uiaffinary creatnres arc 
carved on tho wall. 



the middle 
it was 
couaiiirmlilo 



creatures. 

23. In 
ages. 1200- 
a city of 

importance, and many 
places within and around 
it possess historic in- 
terest. It was for a long 
time the residence of 
the " later Hojo " fami- 
ly, who came from lae, 
about 1500. conquered 
Idzu and obtained pos- 
session of Olawara, Ac. 

Several instances of this sort are to bo met 
with ; thus. 



47. Odawuro possesses 

coniudcrnMe historic in- 
tenst i From the year 
1.200 to 1.600 it was a 
city of much importance. 
It was for sr long time 
the residence of the 
" later Hojo family." 
They came from Ise, 
about 1 500 and after 
conquering Idsa obtain- 
ed pemi'-Miion of Oda- 
, Ac. 



• • • • 

Narita hn« nbont GOO 
bouses and 3.000 inhabi- 
tants. Out of this num- 
ber of residences, fully 
GOO are hotel's. This 
may at first seem an 
exaggeration ; but it 
will not. when it is con- 
sidered that accommo- 
dation is required for no 
less than 50,000 visitors 
| orery month. Thpso 
come to worship at the 
Xanta-de, a large tem- 
ple on the aide of a hill, 
in the contra of the 
town. 

| • • • • • 

t This temple belongs 
! to the Tendai sect of 
Buddhists, which is one 
of the most powerful 
' and influential in Japan. 

Tho odioeo covctb an 
I area of 225 tsubo ; it 
i was erected 200t years 
ago, at a cost of 100,000 
I yen, and occupied five 
I years in its construction: 
! but the value of pro. 
perty has increased so 
much since then that it 
is now valued at 600,000 
yen. 

• •ass 

This temple is supported 
by 10,000 subscribers 
who pay a certain sum 
monthlv ti-irards its 
900 " .T"! maintenance, ami also 
by contributions from 
the 50/XW who visit it 
monthly. 



Guide. 

P*0*. 

36. Vocabulary. 



89. Vocabulary. Eng 



11. Most of the insti- 
tutions characteristic of 
European lurilliatiou 
aro to be found. Ac. 

1 2. Yokohama may be 
anid to consist, of throe 
divisions, which are 
spoken of as " the set- 
tlement." "the bluff," 
and, " the native town," 
Ac, 

23. About a mile to 
the south of Totsuka.l 
and on the right hand 
of the road to Kama- i 
kura, aro some cares, | 
whivh, if the tourist 
have plenty of time, he 
should vi«it. They aro ! 
artificial, and the walls I 
are carved with repre- ; 

of various ' 



yiito Ovid*. 
31-2. A considerable 
lip on the right 
testimony to its 
violence, part of the' road 
and some houses having 
been carried away in tho 
6th JnpancKQ month of 
the year before but (say 
June, 1873). 



Jajnm GmtU, Aug. 1870. 

Naritaisatown situate 
about nineteen or twen- 
ty ri from Tokio, in a 
rural and pleasant dis- 
trict. The town if com- 
posed of about 600 houses 
and 3,000 inhabitants; 
and it is a remarkable 
fact that, out of these 
GOO houses fully SOO are 
hotels. This at first sight 
may seem incredible ; 
l>u t I must not forget 
to explain that there aro 
no leas than 50,000 visit- 
ors every month to Yuri. 
fa-<io, the large temple 
on the side of a hill in 
the centre of the town. 
• • • • • 



The temple at Narita 
belongs to one of the 
most powerful and in- 
fluential of these sects, 
Tendai, and was erected 
20 years ago at a Cost of 
100,000 yen ; but the 
value of property in the 
town has increased so 
mnch since then that 
it is now valued at 
500,000 yon. It tw>k 
five years to complete 
this edifice which covers 
225 tsueo of ground. 
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47. HnkonePasa. 

55. No 
50-57. 



7C. Ancient Japanese 
statistics give us an ex- 
aggerated account of 
the importance and po- 
pulation of Kioto. It 
was said to contain over 
one million bouses and 
two millions of inhabi- 
tants, Ac, Ac. 



This is the book-caso 
where all the holy books 
have been deposited for 
ages. Four hideous 
devils bear the weight 
of this ponderous ma- 
chine on their 



it monthly. It has 
30.000 subscribers be- 
sides, who pay a certain 
sum every month te- 



25. Hskone Fans. 
16. No 
10-18. 



ffioio Gutdo. 
1. Ancient Japaucso 
statistics supply the fol- 
lowing particulars con- 
cerning Kiuto: It was 
supposed, not having 
any regular censns. to . , 
contain over one million forp . W »'C» 
houses and two millions 
of inhabitants. Ac, Ac. 



preservation of tbo worst faults that dis- 
figured the old guide books. To Mr. Km- 
iho's consideration we venture to commend 
n pnasage with which he must be familiar. 
" It might be of nso to plagiarists to know, 
as a general rule, that what they steal is, to 
employ a phrase common in Advertisements, 
of no nso to any hot the right owner," and 
that exposure of the literary thief is certain. 
Wc loavo him to tho enjoyment of the pre- 
dieametit in which be hi 
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• TourieW QuvU to ToJloAnmi, Tokio, llaione, 
Tujiuama. Knmoiura, FV<twJU, Kanotan, A'.irifj. Xii. 
ko. Kioto, Ot*ka. .fe., compiled by W. E. L. 

, F arson A Co-, sole agents. 
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This proved to be the 
book-case where all the 
holy books for ages have 
been deposited. Four 
devils hideous to behold 
bore the weight of this 
ponderous machine on 
their shoulders. 

Tho error in tho dato of the land ship at 
Xikkrt is significant. I" preface Mr. 
KtKMXd starts himself " The Author," but 
there are so uinny instances of theft " marred 
in the stealing " contained in tho littlo book, 
tlint it would lio unsafe to speak of the 2W- 
riet« fla'uU in any other light than as a 
compilation or re-issuo of tho gnido books 
that hnvc from time to titno been pnbliiOiod 
in Yokohama and Kioto. Any praise, there- 
a guide book, deser- 
ves, is duo to nthc-rs than Mr. KkEUXO, who, ' 
in all probability, has novvr been in the j 
vicinity of any of the places ho writes about, ', 
and whose ignorance is displayed by his j 



SiLk SHIPPERS FROM YOKOHAMA 

SEASON 1879,'SO. 

Bavier A Co 

W. M. Strachaa A Co 

Kicber-Waser 

Valmale, Schoene A Milsom 

Jurditio, Miitlu-k.-in A Co. 

Siljcr A HrvnniniM 

J\»ul iivin>::iiauii A Co 

II... hi. l.iH.-uth;U A Co 

< luuu nu I Japan Trading Company 

Stcuh, IHVrr A Co 

Fraser, Farley A Co 

K.-W« AC. 

l.n.lw;^ A Lo 

Mourilyaii, Heiuiunn A Co 

Km-iicm, Soliwabc A Co. 

Cornea A i"*.. 

Wilkin A Kobison 

0. Bolmida 

Findlay. Biohardsoa A Co 

E. B. Watson 

Molhson, Fraser A Co 

John Middleton 

WnUli. Hull A C<f 

1. >. il'Oi-o A Co 

A. J. M.i>:)>herw>n 

Armouin A Co. ... ... 

P IVi'irill-.' 

A. Scbultxo 

O. H. Allcock, 
Frasar A Co.'... 

Orjjxnhidmer Frfres 

Ziegler A Co 

UrOeaer A Co. 

F. Vivanti, aa agent 
Kjiirsusha 
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21,217 Bis. 
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13,591 BU. 11,941 Bis. 



The Silk Season is computed from 1st July to 
30lb June. 

SILK SHIPPERS FROM YOKOHAMA TO THE 

UNITED STATES FOR SEASON 1879/80. 
China and Japan Trading < 

Smith, Baker A Co «08 

Paul Heinemaon A Co 537 

Fraser, Farlev A Co 5:27 

Jardine, Mnthcson A Co. :tlio 

Mnurilyan. Heimann A Co 338 

Bavier A Co 302 

John Middleton 

Valmale, Schoene A Milsom . 

SibiT A Hrennw»ld 

IWht, Idlienthal A Co. 

Cornea A Co 

Ludwig A Co 

Walsh, Hall A Co 
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Findliiy, Richardson A Co. .. 
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V. Vivanti, i 
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t The temple was re-built 20 years ago at a cost j 
of 100,000 yen, and net 800 years ago.-Bo. J.O. \ 
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THE TDK JO DAIGAKU. 

Saturday, the 10th instant, was tho day 
appointod for tho bestownl of (Isrwh upon 
students of tho Tokio University who havo 
graduated dating tho present term and 
numbered thirty-eight in nil. 

A large number of visitor* and friends of 
tho students availed themselves of the invita- 
tion of tho President of tho University, Mr. 
Kato, to bo present at the interesting cere- 
mony ; and for their pleasure and conve- 
nience tho various lecture rooms, library 
and laboratories wore thrown open for in- 



some vory ancient porcelain, particulars of 
which wcio published in the Gitkuyci Shirin, 



The presentation of degree* took place in 
the very fine lectnre hall of the University, 
in tho presence of about eight hundred per- 
sons. The vcromnuy commenced by tho rend- 
ing of the report fur thu present uendctnic 
year by the vice-president Mr. Huttori, 
who, in referring to the department of law, 
aaid that every effort had been made to 
instil into tho minds of tho students 
a knowledge of tho laws of their own country, 
as well as those of China, England, Franco and 
other nations. Professor Tarring is instruc- 
tor of English law on immovable property, 
tho law relating to tho examination, etc. 
of witnesses, and criminal law in its various 
phases. Professor Terry tcachos international 
law, and the laws relating to marrisgo accord- 
ing to tho English codes. Judge Tamnno 
is an instructor in Japancso civil law nud 
professors Tsurota and Kuaom, in the 
penal codes; while professors Yokoyama, 
Kiniura, and Kuroknwa tench tho ancient 
laws of Japan. Professor Kuroknwa Seiki- 
chi teaches French law. In order thut 
the* students might get a practical in- 
sight into the way in which casts are con- 
ducted in foreign courts, thoy havo been sont 
on several occasions to the English and 
American courts in Yokohama. Tho gra- 
duates in law number six. 

In the philosophical department tho 
branches of education tnught havo been 
chemistry, mathematics, physics, astronomy, 
natural history, engineering, mining, etc. 
Professor Atkinson is instructor in analytical 
and applied chemistry, professor Twai assay - 
or, professors Mendcnhall and Yamakawa 
experimental physics. Several of the stu- 
dents of this department havo been sent to 
chemical establishments in Osaka, Saikai, 
Ikuno nnd other places in order that 
they might acquire a more practical know- 
ledge of chemistry than they woro able to 
obtain in the university. Some of these had 
successfully analysed water, coal, oil and 
other things. The graduates in this depart- 
ment number six. 

The mathematical, astronomical and physi- 
cal sections, are presided over by professor 
Kikuchi mathematics, professor ilendmlnll 
experimental physics, mid professors Ewing 
and Jowett general and analytical cheuiistrv. 
The meteorological observations taken by pro- 
feasor Mcndcnhall have been published in pam- 
phlet form for distribution. Tho observatory 
and main building havo been put in connec- 
tion with each other by telegraph ; and ex- 
periments on the attractive power of the 
earth havo been made. Professor Yutabn 
tenches botany and professor Whitemai: 
xooiogy. Professor Diowsi is teacher of 
antiquities; and several students have been 
sent to Hitachi in order to obtain practical 
information, and while there tbey discovered 



a scientific pamphlet edited by" the sin- 
dents of tho University. In tho engineer- 
ing section there aro professor Chaplin 
civil engineering, professor Ewing mocha- 
nicnl engineering, and professor Kikuchi 
mathematics, professors Mendenhall and Ya- 
makawa experimental physios. Two students 
of mechanical engineering havo been sent to 
Yokosuka and six civil engineers to Sbimosa. 
Others havo been sont to tho now railroads 
between Osaka, Otau and Tsuruga. Tho 
graduates of this department aro seven. 

In tho mining and geological departments 
professor Nnnraan was to have been the in- 
structor, but in consequenco of that gentleman's 
appointment to thu homo department, pro- 
fessor Brown has taken his place. Professor 
Netto presides over mining and metallurgy, 
and professor Atkinson analytical and applied 
chemistry. Studonts of this department havo 
id* i been sent, where they can acquire prac- 
tical experience. Professor Netto has also pub- 
lished a valuable work-in the German and Eng- 
lish languages on tho minrg in Japan ; and as 
it is desirable to have the information collect- 
ed by professor Nulto brought within the 
reach of thoso engaged in mining, it is pro- 
posed to havo his work translated into the 
Japanese language. The graduates of this 
department are three. Professor Dybowski 
was ougaged as nit instructor in physics in 
tho French language, but as his students all 
graduated, his services wero dispensed with 
in December lost; and professor Borson also 
left for Franco yesterday. 

Mr. Hattori then proceeded to give a de- 
tailed account of the progress made by the 
students in philosophy, which he said was 
considerable; but ho hoped that still furthor 
progress would be made. 

In tho literary department it was pleas- 
ing to notice the advance mado by the 
students in philosophy, political economy, 
Japanese and Chinese literature. Professor 
Houghton in English literature, professor 
Toyama in philosophy, logic, and intellectual 
philosophy, professor Fenellosa in political 
economy, and professor Cooper in history and 
moral philosophy completo this department. 

Tho total u umber of students is one hun- 
dred aud eigbty-nino, thirty-eight of whom 
havo this day graduated. In the preparatory 
school there are four hundred and thirty-one 
pupils, fifty-five of whom are to be admitted 
to tho university this term. The library 
during tho post year has boon extended from 
five thousand three hundred aud forty vo- 
lumes, to sixty-nine thousand nine hundred 
nud sixty. Besides these, nine different books 
have been published at tho university ; and 
about one hundred varieties of instruments 
have been added to the collection. Mr. Hamao, 
(ho ex-president of the prepnmtory school 
lias lieen appointed vice-secretary of the 
Moinbushn. From the time this gentleman 
was first .appointed president of the university 
until his rciuovul he displayed tho greutest 
energy, and to his' zeal in grout measure is 
due the present prosperity of tho college. 

Diplomas were thou bestowed by the pre- 
sident of the university, Mr. Kato Hiroyuki, 
upon the following students : — 

N.*jiks 0> Gia.uii.iixu Sti;iu:\ts. 



Yoshiumaa Koga 
Hikorokuro Yoshids 
Iwao Isbikawa 
Monoshiro Mnriya 
Ytizuru YViiUnabe 
0»mu : 



Civil En^M<rui«. 

Yasiito Koshila 
VoshiUupu Kurata 
Titnimobu Oka 
Beujiro Kasakabe 
Motngoro Aoki 
Iliidu r 



Kaaichiro Hiwa 
Miimori Mimorl 
Tokusaburo Kiriyama 
JinmaUu Shioda 
Tndamoto Sawano 
Unari Kobajosbi 
Teiso Namuru 
TotaYasuda 

Lilcratuie. 

Konto WaJagaki, ax. 
TeUnijiro Inonyo, *.». 
Sadanaga Kotsi, B.C. 
Shinesku Kodera, * a. 
Keiio Nakakuuia, ».c 
Knkuzo Okakura, n c. 
Kiyotui Chikaiui, A.a. 
Takaauyo Fukunioti, 



Philosophy. 
Political Philosophy. 



Miehisabnro Miyniaki 
Hajiui" Motoda 
S.ibiir.j Murny.iuia 
KmsalmioOuo 
T»k»u«j«uku Iriyo 
Chojiro Kmc 



Urology. 

Ta'Ul«Uiru Koehibu 
Denkichi Younsliita. 
Mntenjiro N'mhi 



Teiiclii Sakata 

a. Students in 

i>. m u 
•< ■ »• 

The president having complimented the 
stndcuU and encouraged tbom to poraeveru 
in tho paths of knowledge and wisdom, 

Mr. Innuye, one of the students, replied. 
He said that ho wished on behalf of the 
graduates to tender his sinooro thanks to Mr. 
Kato for tho interest that gentlemen hod 
taken in their welfare, but words could not 
convoy the deep gratitude they all felt, nor 
the happiness conferred upon thom by the 
bestownl of tho honourable title of ijttkiuhiu. 
Notwithstanding tho fact that they lacked in 
natural capacity, still they had acqnired con- 
siderable knowlodgo through the indofatig- 
ablo exortious of Mr. Kato and the able 
professors who assisted him, all of whom had 
acted as guides along the pathway which 
loads to knowledge. And the further ho 
and his fellow studonts travelled along that 
path, tho more they became convinced there 
was no end to it, for the greater strides they 
took only developed tho fact that tbe sphere 
of knowledge is practically limitless. Know- 
ledge might be compared to a spring from 
which wnter is ever gushing ;— the deeper 
tho draught tho more copious the supply. 
And, after all, tho knowledge that we stu- 
dents have attained is only like a drop of 
water in the ocean. Yet wo are considered 
worthy of tho honourable titles of Gafruhi. 
But wo will try, by more earnest application, 
to extend tho sphere of. our knowledge until 
wo fully merit tho honourable title of Gitku- 
,hi. 

Professor Cooper, then delivered tlie fol- 
lowing addresH : — 

Yolk Exckli.e.vcy, Mr. Sobi, Mk. Soui-ho, 
and Gbntusjiex: — I can hardly doubt that 
wheu history comes to look back upon tho 
present ago in Japan, she will mark oat ns 
one of the greatest and noblost of tho 
achievements of thoso responsible for the 
conduct of the nationnl affairs, the establish, 
ment of tho now existing uuiversity and 
educational machinery. This mny indeed bo 
more significant than any ono in tin's room 
to-night bus conceived, and I Itirdly tllink 
that you, gentlemen, the studonts of this 
university, are quite aware how singular are 
your advantages in being student* hero. 
Yon aro hero presented with the opportunity 
of seizing, and you are invited and urged to 
seize tho power of realising a lofty ideal of 
manhood. 

Gentlemen, the watchers of human affaire 
have noticed ago after age, with deep emo- 
tion in thoir hearts, that men, like the fields, 
hive a spring time, and tliftt it makes all tho 
diuVrcnce to their future, what seeds aro 
sown, 'how they ftio sown, aud how the 
growing plant* aro tended. But need I 
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the fields, have 
a voice in determining what seeds shall bo 
sown, and how ; and that they mast do, in 
relation to themselves, almost the whole duty 
of the farmer and the husbandman ? The 
solemnity of the responsibility of teachers, of 
course, cannot easily be over-stated, and at 
the close of a session how anxious a teacher 
may woll feel, leat ho should have been iu 
any way unfaithful to his trust, lest he 
should havo lost any one of the unspeakably 
precious moments of doing useful work! 
Alas ! if I have been guilty of this, it is too 
late for me to mend matters now, but I can 
nt least attempt to do to-night, whnt is, I 
conceive, the duty of all who, having hud 
perhaps a somewhat longer experience of life 
and thought than most of those with whom 
they aro thrown together, can speak to those 
latter a few words of encouragement, a few 
words suggestive of hope. Tou know that 
many men are born to minister merely to n 
few of the most trivial bodily or material 
interests of others. It is a strange destiny, 
and happily it is not yours. I do not say 
that you yourselves are not born to minister 
to others, nor that Bucb ministry is not your 
noblest function, but this 1 do say, Hint those 
of you, for instance, who aro studying or 
have just tinishud your course in science, are 
or have been engaged in the preparation for a 
service of others, which in ita lofty and 
anbtlo character ia as fur above the service of 
the jinrikisha man (to take an example) as a 
steam cngino is grander thnu a crowbar. 
You, who have been studying law, or litera- 
ture, or political philosophy, or mental and 
moral philosophy, or history, have been pre- 
paring to guide the thought of a whole 
nation: and since there is a relation of the 
closest intimacy between mind and matter, 
between thipgs mental and interests material, 
it may bo your lot to affect vitally the future, 
as well material as moral, of this nation. 

I should be loo sanguine, were I not to 
recognize that the studios of history and of 
philosophy conducted hero aro attended with 
some peril to the happiness of many. 1 
know woll from my experience of my own 
feelings and of those of various friends, that 
certain thoughts may pass through the mind 
of the student of philosophy, which are 
nnarchio. There are many persons, in whom 
such anarchic thoughts are prevented from 
bearing auy bitter fruit by a most vigorous 
assertion of tho authority of instinctive or 
(to use Herbert Spencer's language) re-repre- 
sentative feeling. Thero are others who 
pass from au anarchic stage to a mental 
situation profoundly positive: hut there aro 
Rome of whose minds anarchy is the state to 
the last. There aro others again, who, hav- 
ing imbibed ideas which though positive are 
at variance with the ideas which rule in their 
society, are disturbing elements in that so- 
ciety. Some of the graduates of this uni- 
versity are pretty Buro to be representatives 
of each of these types, and let us not live in 
a fool's paradise of expected future tranquil- 
lity, when such tranquillity will not be. Vet, 
gentlemen, I venture to trust, that if the 
minds of any of thoso present to-night 
incline to a state of anarchy, they will liclong 
to that class in which thero is whnt I haw 
called, a vigorous assertion of instinctive or 
rc-rcprcscntativc feeling. Let ns do homage 
to the great past which has gone before us: 
that long, very long past, in which humanity, 
amidst all ita falls and pettinesses, has been 
making a grand struggle after conformity 
with nature, after wisdom, and after right- 
eousness. Mr. JlerUrt Spencer's philosophy 

suggests new and deeper reasons for reverence of university students. Some of the ancient 



for the past. If we will hear him, wo shall 
learn that it is not a matter withont signi- 
ficance, that wo all have a reverence in spite 
of ourselves for order, for honour, for 
courtesy, foe industry, for strict fidelity to 
engagement*, for filial piety, for nil the 
modes of conduct which are called virtues. 

One of the greatest of the social "virtues, 
tho lovo for which is part of our heritage, ia 
that which prescribes mutual respect, and 
forbearance, and courtesy, and this most 
amiablu virtue is generally considered in the 
west, ns I believe nlso in tho east^ to bo tho 
special distinguishing mark of the truo 
gentleman. I nued not spend words to-uight 
in praise of a virtue which 1 trust you all 
love, for which, I venture to hope, you all 
have even an enthusiasm. It is a very good 
thing that wo can have this virtuo without 
requiring money or high rank to accompany 
it. It. seems to mo that tho future happiness 
of this country very largely hangs upon thp 
practice by tho graduates of this university 
of this great virtue. 

Gentlemen, I had intended to-night to 
speak principally upon some points of his- 
torical interest in connection with universities 
iu general, but I have been led on to speak 
»t greater length then I had expectation of, 
on matters which aro very near toy heart, 
and which I have not liked to lose this 
opportunity (perhaps tho only one I shall 
over have) of expressing. 

But now let mo a.-.k you in the few mo- 
ments that remain to mo for sponking, to 
cast your eye backward upon ntiiversity life 
and organization and studies of tho past. I 
am obliged to confine my own view to tho 
western world, sinco I know so little of tho 
east, but you, students in Japan, in this 13th 
year of Mciji. in this our wonderful ago of 
the breaking down of national barriers, of 
the extinction of geographical distances, you, 
I Ray, arc the inheritors of tho westvin as 
woll as of the eastern past. It is not nothing 
to you, that university lifo has been lived nt 
Athens, and at Alexandria, at Paris, at Bolog- 
na, at Oxford, nt Leipzig, at Edinburgh, nt 
Harvard. I do not hesitato to tell you that 
the story of these, and of all the other groat 
universities of the west, is in large measure, 
a bright and joyous one. All the most 
conspicuous of human vices havo indeed 
entered thero, and hsvo done their worst, 
and that worst has been in tho end, in the 
case of some particular places, total ruin. 
Avarice, nnd indolence, and lust, and supers- 
tition, and overweening self-conceit, and bi- 
gotry, nnd en the other hand, restless, mor- 
bid lovo of revolution, stranger to all voncra- 
lion: all these have jostled ono another and 
slain one another, whilst they have warred 
iu common against wisdom. But, in respect 
of this war, there is this great eheei-ing fact, 
that, iu spite of victories gained in isolated 
portions of ilie I'cld by Hie enemies of wis- 
dom, tlm strong and glorious foe against 
whom thry have so hmsr been lighting is 
now the mistress of the field nt large. 

Wisdom, in addition lo nil her other graces, 
shows us triumphantly the sears she has 
gained iu conflict, and much moved we ask, 1 
whether it he possible that humanity ran 
have pero. it led In-r to receive wounds like ' 
these ? Well, gentlemen, if wisdom has upon 
tho whole been triumphant, I may rightly 
say that tho history of universities has been 
such as lo arouse in us rejoicing. 

But how could that history havo been 
wanting in joy, sinco wisdom, the very con- 
templation of which is joy-inspiring, has 
ever tho object of 



Greeks, I think, spoke in exaggerated terms 
of the virtue of the life of retired meditation, 
but as with so many exaggerations, there is 
in this ono a great significance in respect of 
truo fact ; and so it has been one gre <t fasci- 
nation of university life, that it has boon so 
far removed from tho worry of the world's 
business, from the excitement of commercial 
speculation, from the din of any weapons of 
war than figurative ones. But besides all 
this, the history of tho universities brings 
before us so many pleasant pictures : such 
bands of generous nnd high-souled young 
men* such venerable forms of honest and 
wonderful teachers : such rich, calm libraries : 
Buch brave, devoted study : such innocent 
and manly amusemoute : such good-natured 
emulation. 

fjet ns go for a moment in thought, to 
the Alexandria of somo fifteen or eighteen 
conturies ago. A writer of tho fourth century 
A.O. spoko of its university as ' tho lasting 
abode of distinguished mon." Great was the 
renown of ita philosophy, and also of its 
positive science. One of tho most magnificent 
libraries on record was bore gathered togeth- 
er, and did not perish until it had oxistcd foe 
n thousand years. (It was then burnod br 
the Saracens). The university buildings, wy 
are told by John Henry Newman, stood iu a 
suburb of tho city near the water's edge, 
traversed by groves of trees. " A noblo 
" portico sin- tolled along the front of tho 
" building, for exercise or conversation, and 
" opontd upon the public rooms devoted to 
" disputation and lectures." But mon, rather 
than buildings, or trees, or groves, make a 
uuiversity, and the prido of Alexandria wsh 
ber long succession of brilliant scholars. I 
wish I could stay to say more of Alexandria, 
and to speak at length of Athens, with her 
grand free-trade in learning, hor university 
springing into being, because an ardent %go 
demanded knowlodge, her great teachers, 
Platos, Zcnoa, Aristollcs, who were lifted up, 
so to speak, on thrones by their pupils, that 
all posterity might see them. 

It was much the same kind of demand for 
learning, that brought into existence the 
university of Paris, which was in a certain 
sense tho mother of all the western universi- 
ties of modern times. It is often said that 
in our own day, with its newspaper press, 
and all its printed literature, universities can- 
not in society hold so lofty a position as they 
used to hold. Some people, it seems to me, 
make too much of this, for I am very sure 
that nothing can strip of its towering emi- 
nence a system in which the living voice and 
the magnetic influences of actual fellowship 
aro brought to bear upon close and organized 
Study. In the course of centuries there has 
come to bo more heterogeneity of function 
iu the whole life of tho world : but hecauso 
the function of any factor in that lifo has 
become more specialized, it ncod not ho tho 
less groat. Still the mediaeval universities 
for m a uiioiiie picture. Imperially situated 
on the south bank of the Seine, thronged 
with students, and popularly credited with 
almost superhuman learning, Paris lilorally 
awed for several hundreel years the whole of 
western Kuropo. Tho modern reader of his- 
tory looking backward sees some dnrk blots 
ou Paris, which may at times almost obli- 
terate for him tho record of her greatness. 
Her young scholars, too vast in number to 
bo properly governed, often ran riot, and 
there were too many instances of lives lost nt 
their opening by scandalous debauchery. 
The bad so oftoii make a mora prominent 
figure on tho surface of story than the gwd, 

numbers and in 



but I believe that both in 
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trne influence the good and wise at Paris 
wcro far before the bad : and thoie were 
wondrous days indeed, days never to be for- 
gotten, when tho angelical doctor himself 
was teaching there. Somo persons taking 
hold of the evil tone of scholasticism in its 
decline, and confining their thoughts to this 
and to n certain excess of ascoticisni and 
coarseness, which at times grossly disfigured 
the middle ages in Europe, fail to see t lie 
true grandeur of thoso ages, how vigorous 
they were in their love of liberty, how pas- 
sionate in their longing after tho realization 
of a higher lifo on earth, how enamoured of 
culture, how powerful in organizing insti'n- 
tions. The university of Paris reflected, or 
perhaps ( ought to say, sho led tho time in 
all its greatness and unfortunately also in its 
conspicuous sins. I am sorry to tell you 
that the sins, joining hand in hand with 
unforeseen and gloomy political and social 
complications, at length extinguished Paris. 

May the like gloomy destiny be ever avert- 
ed from Tokio. It will need the cooperation 
of everybody connected with this place, if 
better things nro in store for Tokio, than 
befel Paris. If this university is to have a 
long and truo life, it must hold its own in 
society by its inherent strength. Napoleon 
when ho was thinking of reestablishing a 
university in France, Baid that he wanted 
a university whoso teaching might be frco 
from the influence of tho passing gusts of 
fashion, a body that might keep moving, 
even though government might bo lethargic, 
whoso administration and statutes might be 
made so thoroughly national, that no one 
should lightly lay his hands upon them. 

This is what surely wo ought all to desire 
for tho university of Tokio. 

And now, — whilst I cxprrsa my very warm 
good wishes for the graduates of to-day, that 
their lives, devoted to their country and to 
everything which iu tho highest sonso is 
good, may be tho worthier by reason of the 
training and tho influences here, — I will 
sum up my earnest longing for tho future of 
tho university in tho good old language, so 
dear to many who have bequeathed to this 
age in ray own quarter of tho globe glorious 
institutions, " Floreat doxint." 

Professor Toysma followed Mr. Cooper 
with an address which caused much tnerri 
ment, after which 

Professor Ewing said.— 

Gextlemkn : — The end of another session 
brings you all, and especially those of you 
who have now finished their university 
course, to a woll marked stage in the pro- 
gress) of your menial culture — to a sort of 
resting place from which you may fitly look 
back on the ground already traversed and 
forward on the path which still lies before 
you. For oven to the graduates there is 
yet an untrodden road ; it would be sense- 
less flattery to tell them that they have 
already attained or nr* already perfect. 
The very namo of the ceremony we are 
now engaged in implies that you must 
think of the future rather than tho past : 
you are to regard this not as comple- 
tion but as "Commencement," tho com- 
meticemcnt of a new course in which 
tho faculties you have been exerting here 
will be called into fuller exercise than ever 
before. For hitherto you have been led by 
the hand, bnt now vou must walk alone— 
hitherto tho path has been continually point- 
ed out to you us you went along, but now 
you have to choose it, each for himself, and 
to discern too whether the path you choose 
» roallr leading you nearer to the goal of a 



full and harmonious development, or farther 
from it. 

University culture and indeed all culture 
should bo both special and general. The 
ideally well educated man has been do- 
finod us a man who knows somotbing about 
everything, and everything nbont something, 
lint there is no possibility of this ideal being 
realized, at least as regards tho second part 
of it. For of no thing can it lie trnly said 
that any man knows or can know all. The 
man who knows most about any ono thing 
will himself be tho first to confess how 
bounded is his knowlodge and how un- 
bounded his ignorance.- Borrowing a well 
known metaphor, wo may say that even 
onr fullest knowledge, of anything is but a 
littlo circle of light in an nnlimitnd ox;mna» 
of darkness, and the greater tho oirclo of 
light the greater becomes the circumference 
across which wo are confronted with the 
unknown. 

But though the idcil is nrnt-Uiinnble we 
may well strivo after it, and at least wu may 
nchiovo this — to know something of many 
things and to know much of one thing. 
Each of theso two aims is valuable as 
supplementing the other, and either of 
them if pursued alone leads to serious 
error. For if a man is content with a 
wide and necessarily shallow knowledge of 
many things ho will be lack tug in purpose I 
and enthusiasm ; ho will through life bo no 
more than an miuilcur, unable to add to the 
storas of human kuowledgo or cvon to com- 
prehend the earnestness of those who try to 
do so. On the other hand, the mere specialist 
who is ignorant of all subjects save his own 
is too likely to look with arrogant con- 
tempt on othor pursuits whose value he can- 
not appreciate, to despise what ho does not 
understand, to fancy that progress in his 
own study is tho only progress worth car- 
ing for, and that in it lies tho key to all pro- 
blems, to lose sympathy with his fellows, 
and to bo incapable of intellectual communion 
with thorn. In our striving after the fullest 
culture wo should therefore make a com- 
prehensive sweep round the circle of tho 
sciences, and then selecting somo one study 
specially suited to onr taste and talon U we 
should branch out radially along that as far 
as we can go, for there ib no other limit. 
To begin this work is especially tho function 
of a university. If it neglects tho general 
and attends only to the particular it is no 
more than a collocation of technical schools. 
You, tho students of the Daigaku, arc for- 
tunate in having a government and directors 
who have recognised this, and havo establish- 
ed a university not unworthy of tho name. 

Of course, in our pursuit of culture we 
cannot lose sight of the harsh realities of life 
according to which (whether fortunately or un- 
fortunately, I will not stop to enquire,) a man 
must for the most part cam his living. This 
at least is fortunate, that the special study 
which is necessary to make culture anything 
like complete can generally bo applied to 
that end, and so servo the double purpose of 
satisfying the higher aspiration of tho in- 
tellect and the lower cravings of the diges- 
tive organs. But 1 would warn you against 
tho mistake of supposing that tho main 
object of university culture is to fit amir, 
for a profession. It is hardly an overstate- 
ment to say that you eorae hero not prim- 
arily to bo made chemist* or Sawyers or 
engineers, but men with well developed 
minds, anil if you are made chemists or 
lawyers or engineer* in the process, it is bo- 
causo tho training you thereby undergo is 
ouo way iu which this development is to bo 



reached and which is at the same time suited 
to tho need yon havo of a profession that 
will pay. For those men whose one great object 
in lifo is to obtain wealth and who measure 
their welfare by the amount of their pos- 
sessions the university is not the proper place, 
and to thorn its culture is so much wasted 
time. But to such persons we may apply 
the words of a distinguished advocate of 
culture and say " consider those people, their 
ways of life, their habits, their manners, tho 
very tones of their voice; look at them 
attentively ; observe the literature thoy read, 
tho things which give them pleasure, tho 
words that come forth out of their mouths, 
tho thoughts which make the furniture of 
their minds; would any amount of wealth be 
worth having with the condition that one was 
to become just like these people by having it ?" 

Your position with regard to the higher 
culture is in one respect unusually favorable. 
In England (and I believe tho same thing is 
trno of other countries) wo are much held 
down by convention to certain lines of study. 
Our great universities afo largely oocupiod in 
teaching the same things that thoy havo boon 
teaching since their foundation, while they 
take comparatively little hood of the progress 
which knowledge has been making sinco 
then. And to a great extent it is true that 
social custom, more binding than a written 
law, ordains that if a man is to bo regarded 
as w ell educated ho mnst have passed through 
a certain curriculum of study, which, however 
appropriate it may onoo hnvo been, is now 
adhered to not so much for its own value as bo- 
canso ignorauco of those subjects is considered 
a disgrace, and knowledge of them tho mark 
of tho education of a gentleman. In Je[>an 
you are without this evil. When a few years 
ago you resolved to add to your stores of 
native learning by plucking the ripest fruit 
which had been growing for centuries on tho 
tree of knowledge in tho west, you wore free 
to take what ever seemed most good for food 
and most to be desired to make one wise. 
You wero able to mako your owu choice un- 
trammelled by tho fetters of custom or the 
prejudices of society. 

No doubt it is to this liberty of choice that 
wo are to ascribe the very prominent position 
which tho natural and experimental sciences 
hold in this university as compared with their 
position in tho older universities of the west, 
where they often meot with but slight and 
grudging recognition. To my mind the large 
place they hold hero is an unmixed advantage) 
and a subject of the warmest congratulation. 
For I am convinced that no line of thought 
offers greater facilities for tho special culture 
wo havo mentioned than does the study of 
natural science. Independently of the uso- 
I fulness of these studios in giving ns right 
| conceptions of our relations to tho natural 
surroundings on which wo so largely depend . 
for health, happiness, oven lifo itself, and 
indopendonlly of the part they play in tho 
growth of material civilization, thoir sub- 
jective value is enormous. Those of you 
who havo advnncod far enough in tho study 
of any of the experimental sciences must have 
felt this for yourselves — especially if you 
hnve been engaging in any independent 
original research. It is only then that you 
will find what full scope research gives to 
all tho best faculties lh.it are in you — how 
it calls forth tho energy, the enthusiasm, the 
per*.iv. r-inee, the self renunciation, tho hopes 
and the fears, the disappointments and tho 
swi et satisfactions and I fear I must add 
the jealousies nn<l heartburning*, too, which 
we are apt to »^*£th ^"-^ 
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the lover of science is never absent from 
tho object of hiii afflictions. The common 
thing* and common facts with which ho 
comes in daily contact afford him unfailing 
material for reflection and bints toward pos- 
sible discovery— and so his mind nocd novcr 
be idle, being always stimulated to its best 
endeavour. 

But groat as are the advantages of scien- 
tific onltore, there are some errors into which 
it« votaries, especially when they are lacking 
in tho general caltnro we have spoken of, 
sometimes full, and against whioh it be- 
hoves us to be on oar guard. Tho scientist 
ought to pray to be saved from his 
friends. He is surrounded by a public who 
for the most part know nothing of science, 
or have only that slight knowledge which is 
moro dangorous thin total ignorance, and 
who applaud tho moro loudly the more fal- 
lacious are the arguments, the mora hasty the 
generalisations and the more intemperate tho 
language which fall from the mouth of the 
popular science oracle. Thero is a most 
ludicrious disproportion in tho popular esti- 
mate of scientific men : the most extended 
reputations ate givon to those who have least 
claim to them, while the true immortals arc 
often not known even by name to tho out- 
side world. 1 do not say that this is 
always so for there are some intellectual 
giants— here and there a Thomson or a 
Helmholtx— who without keeking it cannot 
fail to attract the attention of the crowd. 
But of the greater number of popular 
favourites it may bo truly said that they 
have gained a reputation for science chiefly 
by those very qualities iu them which are 
most unscientific. Let a man professing to 
speak in the name of science make some ir- 
relevant assault on tho opinions of his more 
philosophic neighbours, and be is sure to have 
a largo following among the many people who 
wish to think wrongly and yot have enough 
conscience to seek some apparent justifica- 
tion for doing so. I do uot mean to assert 
that scientific truth does not admit of being 
stated so simply as to bring it down to the 
' snsiou of the public who have no 
training — much, of it does admit of 
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and 



being so popularised and the man who docs 
this well does valuablo work. But against 
i itself popular soionco 1 must warn 
emphatically. Examine its printed 
utterances and you will find in 
blunders in fact and reason and 
> prejadice, more misrepresentation, 
evidenoe of a total inability to soe 
i as they really aro than could have 
been" crowded together under any other name. 
And this goes on under tho much prostituted 
name of science, which of all things ought to 
have the clear eye and tho receptive mind, 
whose only object is truth, and against whioh 
even inaccuracy is a mortal tin. 

Ono error which tho school of popular 
scientists circulates with much industry is 
that thero is what they term a conflict be- 
tween science and religion, that reli- 
gion, namely, which is accepted by thoso 
countries that have dono most fortho<1eve. 
lopment of science. No one will deny that 
history gives instances in which tho progress 
of scientific truth has been opposed by the 
suportitions which linvo oncmsted them- 
selves round the. kernel oftho tn>o faith, 
or that tho custodians of that faith have 
most unwisely taken up an 
of antagonism to the students 
of nature. But they havo done this not be- 
of the light that was in them but 
10 of their own natural human dark- 
And if anything of the ssmo spirit 



continues at tho present day, wo must bla mo The fielding of the eleven wis very good 

not only the fallihility of tho religious but throughout, and the captain must be eompli- 
also tho unscientific temper of those who merited on the masterly msuricr in which he 
take the other side. If we wish to know handled his team. The twenty-two having 
nhethor the progress of scientific thought been disposed of by 4 p.m. a group of players 
has any bearing at all on religious beliefs, we J snd visiters was arranged en {he pavilion, 
should not listen to the teachings of tho mere which was then photographed by Messrs. Stil- 
popnlariscni, Wu should rather look for fried und Andersen. At 4.45 p.m. Dr. 
guidance to thoso men who Imvo penetrated Wheeler snd Trevethii-k took the wickets to 
most profoundly into tho secrets of natnre, tho bowling of Ulolh snd Hearns. Both batted 
who havo devoted themselves to science in better form than wo havo ever seen them 
neither for reward nor for fame, whoso deeper before, and 3S runs were scored before tboy 
knowledge has bred a spirit of humility and separated by the retirement of Trevelhick with 
tolerance nnd has revealed to them its own ^1 to his own bat. The next two wiekott ouly 
impotenco to solve all mysteries. Not to, added 7 to the score; snd having disposed 
mention tho living, wo may turn to men liko of two dangerous bstters tbo tweuty-lwo began 
Newton, Faraday, and still moro recently to huve tome hopes of the game, but tho 
Clerk Maxwell and we find them livinglstcndy play of the Doctor coupled with the 
lives in which the «j>irit of reverence madcjslashiiig stvle of Thomson ran up the score 
no discord with the spirit of enquiry, and to 92 before the next wii ket fell to an excel- 
dying with the profession of their faith lent patch by nodges in the long field. Dodds 
npon their lips. Heligion when it is added 1 1 to the score, and Barlow (really one 
worthy of tho namo is no picco of abstract <> f the twenty-two) contributed 15, in his 
theorising, it is part of a man's life ; usual cautious manner. The Doctor, after ably 



nnd tho lives of great men liko theso give 
tho lio to this imaginary conflict of which 
ouo hears so much. Study such tives, nnd 
see this for yourselves, and you will find 
moreover in them some of tho finest examples 
of that sweetness and light to attain which is 
the aim of tho culture we havo tried to begin 
within you here. 

• His Kxcclloney Kuki Takaichi, Vice 



Minister of Education, then addressed tho 
assemblage, saying how pleased ho was that 
such a large number of students should have 
graduated. He was so pleased that ho felt 
inclined to clap his hands. Such proficiency 
as they had attained to conld only havo been 
the result of study by day ftnd by night 
They muBt have been as industrious as the 
Chinese studeut of anciont times, of whom 
it is related that he studied by the light of 
the firefly and tho glare of the snow. He 
desired to congratulate them on their av 
oess and to remind them that thero really 
was no end to the term for study. No nut- 
ter how much information each individual 
accumulated, still thero was always moro for 
him to acquire ; and he hoped that they 
would riot rest satisfied with the distance 
tbey had travelled along tho path of know- 
ledge but would go on still further with 
untiring leal, so that in tho future thoy 
might be found ablo to fake an active part 
in upholding tho integrity of the nation. 
His Excellency concluded his remarks with 
a fow words of congratulation to the suc- 
cessful students and encouragement t<i those 
who had not attained to such an elevated 
position in tho University. 

The assembly then adjourned to the main 
building for refreshments, a bountiful sup 
ply of which was in readiness. 



defending his wicket through-nit the greater part 
of the innings, was elevcti) caught by Cob-let 
with tho tip se,,rc of 37. O; the fielding of 
the twenty-two we would refm : n to speak, but 
perhaps a few words of friendly ndviee may 
not be out of place. It does not follow that 
bteuttac there h-.ppen to he 22 in the field in 
pluoc of 11 that any one should take less notice 
of what is going on or be less alive for a catch, 
or to slop a good drive. On Saturday tbo 
twenty-two seemed thoroughly demoralised at 
having such a number in the field and in 
many instances it appeared too much troublo 
for anyone to field tho ball and frequently 
there was a grest deal of " fumbling " alter tho 
ball had been stopped before it wus thrown, 
and thon it was generally sent to tho 
wrong end, notwithstanding ihe frtqutnt and 
>.Znin rmuirks of the captain. The bowling 
was very feeble end was changed too often. 
It would have been far better to have kept 
Ilearnc on at tho lower end with yoorf 
slow bowling at the top for most of tho eleven 
are hard and hiijh hitters as will be seen by 
the score, uo less than seven having been 
caught out ; and tho change of bowling was 
generally made at Ihe wrong end. The team 
did not seem to work well together, but wo 
think this was principally due to the cause 
we have already mentioned, and with a more 
unanimous spirit among tie junior members 
we think the result of the return match will 
reverse the pre»»ut decision. 

Tho scoro is as under : — 



TWKWTT-TWO. 

Milne, e. Dumnt, b. Abbott ... 
I)' Almeida, e. Sutter, b. 
Cobden, bowled Thomson 



CRICKET. 

THKmateh First Ei.v.vry i'Twkxtv-two mem- 
bers of tho Yokohama ("ticket (.'bib took place 
on Saturday last (10th), the result, as will bo 
seen by the' sc,-re, bring an easy victory for the 
first eleven, in whu h Mr. Tinrlow wu» ■tihsti- 
tutcd for Sir. Strange, who was unavoidably 
absent, thus reducing the number of howh :sin 
the eleven to eight. Abb. ill and Thornton how- 
ever were so well " on tho spot " fh il ruj change 
wns required and Ihe twenty-two were disposed 
of for a total of The only three who got 

into double figures were Cobden (10), Thomp- 
son (11) snd Cope (12) the lust named playing 
a steady innings for which moro runs should 
have been scored, but for waut of condition. 



Litchfield, do. 
ThorapsoD, do. 
Uloth, do. 
Herbert, do. 
Hctirne, do. 
Cope, do. 
Maxwell, do. 



do. 
do. 
do 
Abbott 
do. 
do 
Thomson 



C. D. Moss, e, Mollison, b. Abbott 

Shand. howled Thomson 

Yivauti. e. Trevitbiek, b. Abbott 

Hong, bowled Thouisoii 

K- .1. Momi, do. do. 

(J. J. h. Hodgm. bowled Ablwtt ... 
Kilby. c .'-utter, b. Abbott 

Kirlimoud. bowled do 

I'uwyn. bowled Thomson 

Gordon, e. Stephens, b. Abbott ... 

McCarthy, not out 

Morse, run out. 

Extra 



1 

•i 
10 
9 
11 
1 
0 
3 
12 
O 
1 
1 
2 
5 
0 
0 

1 

3 

o 

1 

1 
I 

- 



Total 
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, e. Cobden, o. ' 
Trevithick, retired.. 
Dur&nt, c. Hodges, b. Morao 
Abbott, bowled Thompson ... 
Thomson, e. Hodges b Copo 
SutU'r, c. Cobden, b. Hrrlwrt 
podda. c. Herbert, b. Thompson. 
MolliaoD. c. Horse, b. " 
Barlow, c. & b. Thoinp 
Hutchiaoa, run oat... 
Stephen*, not oat ... 
Extras 



Total 







... 21 

... 1 

... 1 

.. i:< 

... 0 

... 11 

... 4 

... 15 

... 2 

... 2 

... 24 

...137 



JiASB BALL. 

Tni following is tho result of the base-ball 
mutch on 'Saturday (17lh instant) between tlie 
officers and men ol (In- U. 8. nary and tlie 
Yokohama base- bull club : — 

Officers aki> mes op run U. 8 Navt. 

Runt. 0»U. 

McCrea 1 4 

Poitsch ... 8 9 

L« S 2 

Harlow -} 1 

Sawyer 0 8 

DugHii 1 :$ 

Lewis 0 4 

Kabemaelo 0 4 
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Yokohama Bask Ball Clou. 



Van Buren, J.S... 

Mudgett 

Msrriman, W. ... 

Denison 

Kuox 

Vau Bureu, U S. 

Churchill 

Merriman, C. ... 
Whito 
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From the Osaka papers of yesterday (Jnly 
13th) we havo been ablo to glean tho follow- 
ing additional particulars of the explosion of 
tho boiler of tho Halcwtui mant, and the sink- 
ing of the ill fnted vessel. It will be seen 
that tho accident arose, as wo anticipated, 
from tho racing of the boat with one of a 
rival lino:— At 2 p.m. on the 10th iuatant the 
fl/iku$m-tnarii loft Knwaguahi, Osaka, for 
Sbimonoscki, via Kobe, tearing the latter 
place at 6 p.m. When off Sbodo-shima, tbe 
f7ra«/<uu>iunr» was noticed to be coming up 
with tho Itakutni-tiinrH, on which all stonm 
was crowdod in order that she should not be 
passed by her rival. Tho bursting of Iter 
boiler was the result, when she immediately 
snnk. Seventeen of the passengers were 
injured, atid fivo of tho crow, including tho 
captain nnd purser, nre missing. TIip wound- 
ed were brought buck to ICibe by the l T A>;/.r- 
su-t/i.iru, and taken to tho hospital. The 
l':irgi> of tlie veSstv-1 was recovered, placed in 
boats, and taken to Tomo, liingo. Hatta 
Chnjiro, tli • agent of the steamer nt Kobe, 
hns gone to Turao to look after the enrgo nnd 
tnako further enquiries into tho lo.is of the 
Skamor.— Uiago AclM. 



Japanese steins. 



July 6 — A. telegrnin announces tho arrival 
of his Majesty the Mikado at Tsu, Mho ken, 
at noon on the 4th instant. The imperial pro- 
gress is marked by the absence of any popular 
demonstration, the people receiving the illust- 
rious traveller with quiet respect. — It is pro- 
posed to rcdurc the annual expenditure on the 
war department by one million yen. — The regn 
latious (or control of puhlie meetings have been 
enforced, but do not seem to cheek tho ardour 
of tho political agitators against whom the re- 
gulations were levelled. In Kochi ken a meet- 
ing was recently held in a theatre attended by 
three thousand attentive auditors, tho subject 
of discussion being the establishment of a 
representative assembly. — Some impostore in 
Osaka lately opened an office Willi tho sign 
•' Agency lor purchase of limber for the 
Mikado's new palace," and several unsus- 
picious persons entered' into contracts f->r the 
delivery of timber worth upward? of ten 
thousand yen, when the police interfered and 
arrested the gwinllvrs before any of their 
schemes had been completed. — A Hokkaido 
correspondent says tint the M. H. S. S. Sltttsu- 
tiini-Marti, from Hakodate to Xetnoro, look 
the ground on the night of the 28th ultimo, 
when leaving the former place, and must be 
discharged beforo being floated. A lighter, 
with 3o0 piculs ol rice on boar.!, was run dawn 
by the steaiuT at the same time. — Tho rain at 
0«ik:i has' been very heavy. It wis con 
tinuuus from noon of the 31th June to (he 
morning of the 2nd July, tho river Yndo 
swelling considerably, and tho Toso-bori 
river rising ten feet, and overflowing the 
banks. Much damage has been done to 
buildings but happily no lives Wero lost. The 
quantity of rain that has fallen since tho 20lh 
June has been unusually heavy, and neurlv 
double the quantity recorded during llic whole 
month of July for many years past. — Ten sen 
satsu being much in request, and those in 
circulation much worn, the finance depart- 
ment will shortly rrnko a rc-issuo. — A mer- 
chant of Miyagi ken has discovered a mountain 
of while stone, out of which he has succeeded 
ill making glass. 



July 12(A.— A telegram has been received in 
Tokio announcing tho aafe arrival nt Kamo- 
yaoiii on Saturday lust of His Imperial Majesty 
the Mikado. —In consequence of tho scarcity 
of small pajier currency, the residents of a 
country village conceived tho idea of issuing 
small cheques among themselves. The impro- 
priety of this being pointed out out to these 
country folk, they went of their own 
accord and reported what they had done 
to the authorities. — Delegates with petitions 
on tho national assembly question are still 
troubling tho government, and with the usual 
amount of success. — On Saturday lsst, 10th 
instant, diplomas wero presented to thirty- 
nine graduates of tho Tokio IHigiiku. The 
grounds of the university won* beautifully 
illuminated! by lanterns and the electric 
light. The national band was in attendance 
and discoursed some lively music ; and speeches 
were made which must have gloddened the 
bear's cf the students. — In consequence of 
increasing demand in Korea for Japanese 
swords, a merchant has sent over fivo hundred 
as a speculation. 

July 13. — It is now said that Iho festivsl on 
I ho Nuinida-gawa will taks place on the night 
of the 10 h instant. — The rebuilding of Hako- 
date is progressing favourably.— In tho vici- 



nity of Tokio the plautiug of rice is completed, 
and the farmers are in high glee at the pro- 
spect of a bonntiful hurvest, the seasou so far 
having besn most favourable. — The editor of 
the ToMru Shinpo has been fined tea yen for 
defaming tho governor of Ysuagata ken. — The 
financial result of the last promenade concert 
in Tokio was moBt satisfactory, the receipts 
being eight hundred and fifty-eight yen seventy 
sen, while tho total disbursements only 
amounted to ninety-eight yen ninety-one sen. 
The balance was forwarded to th 
for deaf mutes and tho blind. 



July 14<A — His Majesty the Mikado was 
present at a review and sham fight at Kamc- 
gawa on the 12th instant, after which ho pro- 
ceeded to Tsuchtyamu and Kusatsu, arriving at 
l he last named placo at 3 p.m. yesterday. — Its 
the first reclaimed land of Hokkaido hemp was 
planted, and the crop gives promise of a large 
yield. — The Korean envoy is expected to arrive 
here on the 10th August. — Home Assam lea 
plants imported are flourishing in the botanical 
garden of Aichi ken. There is a plentiful sup- 
ply of leaves which, prepared after the Uji 
style, have proved far superior in ovory respect 
lo ordinary Japan tea. — A recent downward 
tendency in currency was met by an issue of 
250,000 silver yen by the finance department, 
which caused a reaction of about three per 
cent. — In fatoro the examiners appointed by 
the finance department to investigate the train, 
tactions of the national banks, will announce 
their coming by tolegram in order that every- 
thing may be got into order before their arrival. 
— At Tsukushima the Mikado purchased several 
horses out of a lot brought for his inspection. 
This, writes tho Japanese journalist, " gave 
stimulus very touch to tho people to produce 
good horses in future."— Messrs. Watanabeaod 
Matsumoto have left Shiga ken to present a 
national representation bearing 12,300 signa- 
ture*. 

July 16. — Among our gleanings from Iho 
native papers of to-day, we find a mysterious 
paragraph to tbe effect that a very important 
document, the contents of which are kept a 
profound secrot, has been forwarded by His 
Excellency Rsmejima, Japanese Minister to 
France, to his government; and it is said 
that this communication, whatever it may 
be, has caused considerable anxiety to the 
authorities.— It is also rumoured that as 
soon as His Majesty tho Mikado returns 
from his tour to the provinces, a consulta- 
tion will be 'held on somo very important 
business; but whether this contemplated con- 
saltation is to take into consideration tho 
subject matter of H. B. Samejima's letter, 
or something else, the native papers do not 
hazard an opinion. — It is probable that 
the government will shortly take stops to 
alter tho regulations bearing on collisions 
at sen, as a proposition to that effect was 
introduced by a member of the Geu-Ro- 
In at a sitting of that body yesterday. — 
It U said that the annual government grant 
for the. maintenance of tho army has recently 
becu increased to eight millions fivo hundred 
thousand yen. The MdimC'i o'Amiun, how- 
ever, seems to think this a very doubtful report, 
because of the contemplated curtailment of tho 
expeuses ol other governmental departments. — 
If it is true that an epidemic is committing 
great havoc, among the horses of tho cavalry 
regiments, tho war department will require 
some additional funds to remount the men, — 
rho bay af Sbiuagawa was always exceedingly 
difficult of navigation, but of late it bus be- 
are no proper marks 
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showing deep water ; and tome native specu- 
lator* hare requested permission from the gov- 
ern merit to surrey the bny and to erect signal 
posts at their own expense ; and, in return, 
that they may have the privilege of imposing 
a toll on nil vessels passing lh.it way for the 
next three years. What answer the govern- 
ment is likely to make to this proposition is 
not known. — Suicides by drowning have been 
hovo been very frequent in Tokio ot late, so much 
so indeed, that the authorities have deemeil it 
necessary lo select police officers skilled in the 
art of swimming for duty along the various 
rivers and canals. — The Maiuithi SJiinbmi 
publishes a very improbable story of a com- 
bination between foreign and nutire merchants 
for the establishment of a market for the sale ot 
Kerosene etc. contrary to the government 
regulations. — A notification has been issued 
by tho boijo-kwan to the various departments 
of the government, requesting them to make 
out a statement showing how much metallic 
ich requires per 



ttccaftional ^Totcs. 



Thi Jttehi Slunbun is usually a well inform- 
ed journal, but its issue of to-day (lOth)coutsine 
•n item of so startling a character that we may 
well doubt its authenticity. " The government 
have hitherto" says our contemporary, " under- 
taken all branches of business, not with the 
intention of creating monopolies, but with the 
view of encouraging tho people in the »rt» 
of commerce aud tradal industry. The cabinet 
it now resolved to commence forthwith the 
gradual transfer to the pesple of all the under- 
takings (now carried on by government, or 
by government support), and to bring to a 
dose all official interference with the mer- 
cantile classes proper of Jopan." 

Should this news be truo its effect will he 
more beneficial than that which follows Mm first 
rain upon drought-stricken land. Official in- 
iiling in many instances to 
properly termed "monopoly," has, 
for some years past, prevented any 
of the commerce of this country. So 
as the people acquire the knowledge that 
trade is essentially their own, and freed from 
the incubus of favoured persons supported 
by government capital and endowed with 
exclusive privileges, a great impetus will be 
given to a vocation eminently suitable to their 
enterprise and natural sentences : and. we re- 
peat, if the news published by the Hocki Shm- 
lun is true, great hopes may be entertained for 
the prosperity of Japan at which no on* can 
rejoice more siucerely than we shall. 



on in Tokio without hindrance, under a Chine** 
name, and the legal, though objectionable, ope- 
rations of another foreigucr to be interrupted ? 

It is said in the Japanese papers that a 
mart for the purchase and sale of kerosene nil, 
and time bargains therein, opened nt Xo. 82 in 
the foreign settlement of Yokohama, has been 
ordered to be closed by the Kanagawa kerieho 
We do not know how far this is true, but if it 
i* substantially correct then the governor has 
exceeded his authority and is guilt v of a gross 
interference with the rights of the foreigner 
who in said to ho the owner or ngont of the 
place in question. 

This kerosene business is widely different to 
the rice shoshn transactions here and in 
Tskiji, Tokio. Itiee and exchange operations 
were expressly prohibited by official notifica- 
tions, but the Daijo kwan is silent about kero- 
sene. In tho rice operations interference of 
the authorities was more than justifiable ; in 
the kerosene business there is no justification 
whatever. The Japanese authorities must learn 
that foreign opinion will only support them 
in doing that which is reasonable and right ; 
any arbitrary action not justified by the law, 
can only lead to n conflict of authority emi- 
nently "desirable to bo avoided. 



Whim the Kanagawa kencho is exceeding 
its authority and interfering without justifica- 
tion in the foreign settlement of Yokohama, 
the rice shosha, an open violation of Japanese 
law, is carried on in Tokio without any inter- 
veiition or objection of the fu authorities. This 
is a matter calliug for immediate investigation. 
Is it possible that among the porties interested 
in the Tokio rice shosha are several exulliciiils 
of the government ? Wo hope not, but it is 
very confidently asserted that not only is it the 
case but the influence of the cx-oflicials is suf- 
ficient to protect their unlawful operations, the 
reasons given by them to the authorities having ; ,„ ,„.,. , .„ lrmi 
induced the latter to abstain from meddling f ^niessed (],.,{ || K 



with a matter which might create disclosures 
of an excessively inconvenient character 



Tmi official exchange quotation remains 
stationary at 137. It is said upon good 
authority that the business transacted at tho 
exchange shosha is trifling, as Japanese mer- 
chants are either paying for imports with the 
proceeds of exports, or are permitting their 
purchases to remain in the sellers' godowos. 
business is thus reduced strictly to a process 
of barter; and if the object of the government 
in increasing the tariff of duties is for revenue 
purposes, it is manifest that unless some mea- 
sures bo taken to increase exportation, the 
customs revenue must, cveu though the duties 
be increased ten-fold, suffer. The experience 
of this season is sufficient to prove that the 
trade of Japan is, by a radically bad commercial 
policy, made to depend absolutely upon the 
taste of foreign countries for articles of luxury. 
Tea and silk, the two staples of Japan, vary in 
demand and value under tho inllueuco of cir- 
cumstance* which defy all calculation ; and 
when, as is tho cose now. tho markets of 
America and Europo beconio depressed the ro- 
sction it instantly frit in Japan, where the 
chief loss must necessarily fall. 

His Excellency luouye, minister for foreign 
affairs, is well aware of the truth of this asser- 
tion ; and he, in common with other thinking 
men deeply interested in the spread and suc- 
cess of Japanese commerce, cannot disguise 
from himself that the condition and limitation 
of tho const trade is tho most formidable 
obstacle to be encountered by tho Japanese 
merchant proper : and next to tint are the 
illegal a id pernicious combinations, such as 
the Mc-higtislio and other private and offi- 
cial monopolists, who are npi.nlv violating 
treaty stipulations and exploiting Iho whole 
trado of Japan for the benefit of I heir private 
purses. 

We slmull have tli..u;l,t. the .'..-ire of the 
ministers Would naturally he the extension of 
commerce : but when we recognise. :i* we are 
bound t« do, the unw.llingnesa of the govern- 
ment to interfere with Tested interest* in op- 
pressive nod unwarrantable monopolies, we 
begin to despair of reform and to feel omp:dled 
the common belief so often 
government's wish i« to put 



there be 



importation. Let at reduce our foreign trad* 
to stop the • drain of specio ;' 
hear of any effort to increase the produ 
of Japan for exportation, and should th 
an accidental surplus it is rendcre. 
from want of means of cheap coast 
Tho policy is having its effect, and if silk "and 
tea should still further deelino the commerce 
of Japan for the yen 1880 will be disastrous 
to the native merchants concerned in it. 



Tur official quotation for satsu remains at 
137. This rale is fixed by arbitrary action, and 
ban no bearing whatever upon the real valtio 
of currency, which latter can only hi tested 
by comparison with the co«t of staple fo*l — 
grain. On reference to the report on treaty 
revision drawn up by tho Tokio chamber of 
commerce in October 1*79. we find the aver- 
age saleable value of rice throughout the coun- 
try is yen 4 IS per koku. the cost of produc- 
tion, ground rent, Ac., only amounting in all 
to yen 2.4(5 per koku. These figure* repmsont 
cost and value anterior to the depreciation of 
paper; since that event rice, gradually at first, 
then rapidly increased in value, the cause 
being undoubtedly the rise in cost of labour, 
and they servo to show that labour and food 
have risen in price at tho same time that paper 
currency has become more valuable 

Tho quotation of rice to-day ia yen 11.50 
per koku, or an increoso of yon 7 32 on tho 
average quotation furnished by tho Tokio 
chamber of commerce What doos this mean ? 



It it not perfectly reosouable to infer that every 
riso in the value of rice, rico being the farmers' 



specie, represent* an equivalent depreciation 
iu the money for which it is sold ? If this 
Mtumption ia well founded, the price of rico 
to-day indicates a real, actual depreciation of 
currency to 275, while the nominal official rate 
it 137. 

We cannot be blinded by the official quota- 
tion from recognizing, in the price of com- 
modities, the only true teet of currency value ; 
the same source affording unquestionable proof 
of the existenco of a vast quantity of surplus 
currency over the sura stated by the ex-finaneo 
minister, whose late deceptions, intentional or 
otherwise, have destroyed all confidence in hi* 
figure*. 



an end, as far as lies iu thnir power, to all trade 
with foreign nations not conducted through or 
What wo bave a right to demand to know is , by the privileged few. The cry has been, ami 
thilr-Ol aa illegal aMociatioa to be carried 1 no doubt it it itiU accepted u. touud, "Limit 



The advocates of an increased tariff of import 
duties have rather freely quoted the groat 
disparity between the per rentage of revenue in 
customs duties raised by England and Japan 
respectively. It is tho fashion to treat the 
discrepancy as an injury to Japan, and the 
protectionists are never weary of asserting that 
the tariff is one of the primary causes of the 
embarrassment, financial and commercial, of 
the present time. Thus it is said that whereas 
England raises 25 per cent, of her annual 
revenue by customs duties, Japan only receive* 
5 0 per eeii«. from (he s inae source. Tho 
.• •mil iris hi is. unhappily, between ureal things 
and small. The total vilir of the trade of 
fireit lint ain for Iho ye ir 1X73, amounted to 
$3/171,27-1,000, the eustatns income from 
which rc u-hcil SKM. IH5.000. or approximately 
3 4 percent. The t olid value of the trade of 
Jap in for the ye.-.r ending June 1 S7'.». it as 
S54.43-',? 13. the customs revenue from winch 
imoaiited to $2.3Iii.707, or approximately 

1.4 p.T cent, (ireat Illit all) l<-vii •: custom* duly 

upon less then fifteen commodities ; J:i;»:m 
upon nearly everything. The former country 
has an nuorin 'lis trade; the litter an utteily 
insignificant one. It is the niignitn !e of 
England's commerce that returns to li,rge a 
sum to the state's coffers, and if moro attention 

were paid to the eucourageowut of Jspaucsu 
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exportation n rapidly increasing revenue from 
the customs would be obtainable. Tlio truth, 
unpalatable as it may appear. Seems to be that 
tho trade of this country is too email to yield 
a rovoiiuc, and that to tax it further will bo to 
kill it. The policy" which shall aim at tho 
extension of commerce will also directly affect 
for the better the iialioual revenue. 

Wo have referred to this rnntUT for the 
purpose <>! demonstrating the contrast between 
the two trades which his heretofore been 
Used to :1U>I|.:iIc the a|'c;u:nc,[t llmt Japan in 
tit n gtt.it disadvantage with England in re- 
pis] u> Ida proportion of revenue derived from 
the customs. W'hii: proportion, hi iy .•»•<. 

of tho revenue would ho r sved linn the 

custom* if the trade of England, like that of 
Japan, were represented t>y the p.ittry Value 
of soruc sixty million dollars'.' Will thojc who 
arc so tond of the argument referred to he sur- 
priacd to learn that it would not exceed one- 
half of one pi r cent '. 



not been extensive shipments direct to foreign 
count ries from which largo profits havo boon 
derived, notably rice, black tea, silk eggs. 
4c, Ac ? After due consideration of all these 
things who can say Ja|>au has not been success- 
ful iu commerce ? 



A tmn from Korea to the Qtafai 
reveals the utter insignificance of tho trade 
carried on by tho Japanese residents of Tusou. 
The average monthly value of the gross im- 
port and export from October 1879 to April 
1880, is 122,170 yen, the commissions and 
profits on which have to be divided amongst 
twelve to thirteen hundred people, that 
being the number of Japanese residents. If ten 
per cent, is made, with no losses to be provid- 
ed for, tho result is the handsome sum of say 
ten yen per bead per month of the Japanese 
population. The commodities in chief demand 
as imports seem to be foreign made goods 
re-exported from Japau, Japansse goods form- 
ing about ten par cent, of the whole. This 
is a petty affair iu every way, and a question 
arise* whether, if the United States should 
open the couutry to foreign trade, any enter- 
prising merchant will trouble himself with the 
shopkeeping that roust be the only form of 
trading in that country. 

The correspondent who gives the above par- 
ticulars asks why it is that in Japan " which 
"is so old in the mailer of commerce as to 
" have continued trading nbovo 2,000 years," 
the merchants are not skilled in it, and, in- 
stead of accumulating wealth are always 
suffering losses? The problem is rather 
difficult to answer. One reason for the 
poverty of Japanese merchants ctigagcd in 
foreign trade is that they are victimised by a 
class of men known as eutori, who combine to 
buy from tho foreign importer at the cheapest 
price, and to sell to tho merchant of (he interior 
at the dearest. These men aip the sweets of 
trade while the real merchant is led to believe 
that hie losses are due to the cunning of the 
foreigner, with whom it is dangerous for the 
honest mid simplo Japanese to come into 
direct communication. Another reason may be 
found in official interference wilh every brunch 
of trade I li -it promises to prosper. .Still another 
and in ■>»! impnrlnnt renson is the want ol 
proper inland transport, and ll;e limited const 
transport consequent upon the grant ot a mono- 
poly of tho latter trade lo a:i individual. Trie 
cutn spondent oft!:.- Veda cm scarce- 

ly be deemed c-ri'frt iu s.ijir.g that J ipincsc 
mercantile undi Makings are not prosperous. 
1. i k at the great company known r.< the 
Ko„'i..sH-.-kw ii ; Dm: trading departments ol 
the Okerusho and Kaslakushi: the First Na- 
tional Ii . ik. wnli us nobto b.-Jmeo sheet dis- 
placing n per cent ago of profit that is the 
envy of tho experienced and hardwork- 
ing bankers of nil other countries. 1* 
there not the Mitau Iiishi Company, and 
the Milsui iius.au Ewaish.7 Have there 



News from the country is to the effect that 
in consequence of stagnation in the silk trade, 
and the small demand in Yokohama, notwith- 
standing tho offers of the producers to accept 
lower prices, food of all sorts is getting dearer, 
rice reinaiuing at 10.75 to 1 1 yeu per koku ; 
ln-uii*. wheat. &c, in proportion. 

We havo always understood from the Japan- 
ese press that foreign trade (unless carried on 
hy ollii-ial monopolists I wnis the curse of this 
country, and that lo it was to be ascribed the 
" dram of specio " the depreciation of paper 
currency and the equivalent appreciation of 
food and nil other commodities. It is thcreforo 
miller startling to be informed that now the 
policy which has so loiig aimed at the 
reduction of foreign trade is having its effect, 
tho food ot tho people, if not actually dearer, 
remains at high prices without hope ot that 
reduction which would apparently follow a 
brisk demand for Japanese silk. 

Thanks lo tho suicidal folly which permits 
the export of silk eggs, and to the choking of 
tho coast trade for the benefit of a monopolist, 
the trade of Japan is brought clown to so low an 
ebb as to threaten serious consequences to those 
engaged in it. Possibly, howover, the revisiou 
of the tariff and a material increase of imports 
duties may have the effect of improvement ; at 
all events that seems more promising than any 
scheme which should contemplate abolition of 
abuse* which by limiting exportation will 
not only put an end to tho objectionable 
"balance of trade," but will probably extinguish 
trade altogether. 



is, therefore, considerably longer than 
either of the others the distances of which are 
as follows :— Tokaido, 120 ri 26 cAo, or 294.50 
miles, Nakasendo: 130 ri 26 cho, or 318.76 
miles. 

The ri is 4295 yards, or 2.44 English miles. 
Tax HoxKorDKArDO — Pkom Kioto to Toxio. 

KIOTO (railway) — — — 

Ohtiu , — 3 — 

Seta (steamers : one hour i to 

Skiwotso,t 7 hours ; 3 daily. ..Matsuya ...1 
Kusatsu „ „ ...Daikokuyas.. 3 

Moriyama Sasaya 1 

Musn Komoya II 

Echigawa Takunoya ... 2 

Takamiya (Hikona eaatlo) Tauiaya 2 — 

ToriiraotO (hence Nakasendo to 

Tokio) Ohfu.ljiya*... 2 — 

Malbora (hence to Nagoya 28 ri)Hataya» — SO 

Xagahama Funoya 2 08 

OS 
:ri 
18 

is 
02 

1 2S 

2 — 

2 OS 

- 

■1 — 



VtB aro much indebted lo Dr. von Roretz for 
his kindness in furnishing an itinerary of the 
Hokkokukaido, tho third route between Tokio 
nd Kioto, the two others, the Tokaido and 
the Nakasendo, having already been described 
by Dr. von llorelx. 

The Hokkokukaido is a road from Tokio in a 
north-west direction to Takasaki, a thriving 
town in Gumma ken : from thence it trends in 
a westerly direction via Anaka and Komoro to 
Uyeda, traversing tho best silk growing dis- 
tricts of tho empire : Ihciicc iu a northerly 
liue until Takatu is reached : here the road 
runs along tho Coast for some distance in a 
direction about west by south, to Toyama and 
Kannzawa, tho latter a considerable town in 
Ishikawa ken : from this place it takes a 
southerly inclination via Komotsu, Daishodji, 
Fukuwi, and lake Diwa to Kioto. 

The road is described by Dr. von Horctr. as 
good, and suitable for jinrikishu the whole 
distance, except from Oocni lo Toyama, o dis- 
tance ol about thirty-four ri ; but as his Ma- 
ji .M y ll.u .MiK.ido Has since passed over that 
poition ol the road it is probable repairs have 
been nude to permit wheeled vehicles to pass. 

This route is said to possess superior ad- 
vantages to the Nakasendo, which latter iB, 
in tuiu. more interesting than the Tokaido. 
li.e llokkokiikiud.i leads through some of the 
chief industrial centres of Japan, and os the 
accommodation for travellers ts fairly good, 
and kindness and civility are nulural to the 
people, It cnjiimeiids itself ns an exceedingly 
pleasant trip thn Ugh a vny bcaulilut coun- 
try. 

The distance from Tokio to Kioto is in nil 
IcO ri lo (ho, or 402.30 Jiugltsh miles. The 



an 
18 
18 

18 



llayami Wakaaaya ... 2 

Kinouioto Kauieya 1 

Nakonokuchi Maehiya — 

SMwoUut (tohore atoauier from 

Ohtsu) ....Kiya 2 

T.ubai (mount Kadatoge) Mamiya* 1 

Xakunokawaebi (mount Tochi- 

r.okitogo)... Ohiriya 1 

Hakadori Koineya 2 

Magadan] Mitsnkiya ... 2 

fmaslio (mount Yuwotogo) l)*ikoknyn... — 

Yuwo Maiya 

Koahimoto Sanoya 

I mad 'ika , ,, Matsuya 

Takefu Tawny** 

Seiye Ohnoya 

Asuuii Fukutaya .. 

Fukuwi (large town)..., Kosucbiya* 

Morita 8akaKucbi .. 

Maruoka 



Nakagawa (to tho hot springs 
of Yamanaka 3 ri ; Tamaabi. 



.'7 

OS 

os 

14 



ro 4- ri ; to Kutanl 10 ri) Mataoahima . 1 OS 

Kiusmnra — — — 

Kumaaaka Maruokaye -.1 — 

Uahinotoni — — 22 

Daishodjif Hishiya* 1 — 

Ibwibaahl ,., Mayoaakaya,. 2 — 

Tsukisu Yadaya 1 — 

Komatsu Biaenchaya... 1 

Torai (much Kutanl- ware) Kameyu 1 

A wo Ohta — 

Korobn. — — 

MUushima Motoya — 

Kasbiwano Fukoroya ... 1 

Hatsuila — 1 

N'onoicbi Aburaya 1 

KiMASiWA (large town : famous 
for Kutani-wara, hrooios, silk, 
etc.. Foreign hotel, Toichi, J Jan. Sumlo*hiy* , l 

Morishita Kinoahita ... 1 

Tsubata Nishiahimaya 1 

TakcnoViaehi Konya — 



Imaitsurugi Yamadaya .. 

fukno Yamagishiya. 

Takaoka Yoshiuoja ... 

Kosugi Inosuuiiya ... 

Auelx> „ Chaya 

Toyama (famous for broazc*).Takamatsuya* 
Misuhoshi (very poor place) ... Jtsumlya. 



Xamerigawa 

Vworu 

Mikkaichi 

Tomari 

Sakai 

Icbifuri 

Toruimi 

Uta 

Oh mi 

Itohi^rawa 

Kaciyaahiki 

(>uitict«hi 

Nolaehi 

Arima^rawa 

N'avrnhaina 



...Nabeya 
...Ogawaya. 
...Asaxiya . 
...Kasawayn 
...Muroya . 

...Kikuya 2 

...Hob 2 



...Watanabe ... 
...Haijakawaya 
...Iwasakiya .... 
...Iwasakiya.... 

.-.Kikuva 

. Dairnonniya... 

...Kurno o 

...Kobavaski.... 



(i5 
2S 
22 
*> 
05 
OS 
'..( 

a 



.(.> 

211 
27 
at 
25 
.VI 
US 
It 

lit 



02 

MS 

18 



12 
24 

12 

06 
1X5 
18 
18 



• Tolerable hotels in which I have l>een utayiiig. 

+ Shimitsii (nn the Hiwa lake). From thence a 
new reeid giM'B to Tmrnga, ri. Here th«? new 
nuh-on 1 is iu course of construction. From Tsnmira. 
a small steamer goca in ii hoi r< to Mikuni* and 
from thence jinrikUha to Duisl; ol ji (1 r.) sliorten- 
ing the trip very considerably. At Tsuniga the 
Kobe i-ieainer calls regularly rie Nagasaki and 
proceeds to Hako-lato and Yokohama, and rirc versa, 

I Good hotel (Kaaaxawa). 
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Gochi Sh mUuya*.. 

Takata Ihamkiya ... 

Ami Kagayn. 

Nihoogi Aburaya 

Sekiyama- Tojaaiaya .... 

Futamoto Miyanoahita- 

Sekigawa 
Nodwri... 
Kashiwahora 
Mure 



.................. 



..Ishida 

..Xakamura 
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Tn« U. S. sloop-of-war Altrt, Commander 
Huntington, arrived in harbour on Friday, the 
8th instant, from a surveying trip, the object of 
which was to accurately determine the silua- 
tion of tho various •mall islands and shoals 
which form a chain between Idxu-uo-Oshiina 
and tho Booin* and alio beyond. This in 
the second trip of the Alert in this direction 
with the same object, and on both occasion* 
several islands wero found to bo inaccurately 
marked on the chart. 

The Alert left Yokohama on the 21st of June 
and visited La Dayonaiae, a small and dmgcroua 
island, not more than twenty feet in height, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the position of a 
small five fathom shoal marked on the chart 
as existing eight miles to the south. west. A 
careful search wsa made for the ahoal in and 
about tho locality marked on the map. but the 
surveyors failed to discover it. Nnith and 
Pona6din islaudt were also visited and accurate 
observations of their situations tsken. A 
search was afterwarda made for a rock marked 
on the chart about fifteen miles \V. 8. W, of 
La Bayonaise called Lot's Wife, but it was 
not discovered. The Bonin islands were then 
called at, and the governor of 
Webb, and several other* visited the Altrt. 
After remaining • day at the Bonins the 
sloop's heed was turned towards the Volcano 
islands, a group distant about one hundred 
ond ten miles 8.W. of Peel island. As tho 

in 
a 

On a nearer approach this vapour 
disappeared and largo masecs of black mud, 
ashes and water were observed to be thrown 
up at irregular intervals from a submarine 
volcano. Sometimes the ejections were thrown 
twenty feet into tho oir and at other times 
quite two hundred feet. Frequently a dozen 
or more jets would lapiilly succeed each other, 
aud then a lapso of an hour or so would take 
place before another one occurred, each being 
accompanied by n noise resembling submarine 
blasting. Tuo site of the mass thrown up 
was estimated to be about fifty feet iu diameter. 



Tho Altrt came to anchor about half a mile 
from the volcano, and despatched a boat 
to within one hundred yards of it. Sound- 
ings were taken and it was found thnt there 
were only five fathoms of water a 
hundred yards from the volcano, hence it 
is considered that the crater is very near 
the surface. The locality of the volcano is 
threo miles N.W. of San Alessandrn. Com- 
mander Huntington says that no mention of 
aueh a submarine volcano being in rziatence 
haa ever been made and he therefore concludes 
that it ia of quite recent origin. A ahort dis- 
tance to the south arc breakers which nppenr 
to brrak over an old croler, because the sen 
breaks in all directions, quite independent of 
wind or tide, and the water has every appear- 
ntieo of Wing agitated below the surfarc. 
The Altrt remained in the vicinity of the vol- 
cano two days. At night nothing unnsunl cculd 
! Ix- seen, but the noises were distinctly hennl. 
| The heat wsa most oppressive and seriously 
nffrcted some of the officer* mid men. tluni -h 
the thermometer did not rise to any extraordi- 
nary height. On the first July tho maximum 
reading, dry bulb, waa 87° and min. 7f ~ J : wi-t 
bulb, max. 80° and miu. 75°. The following 
day the register was much the same. 

A landing Was effected, though not without 
some difficulty on account of the surf, on Sun 
AlcsMndro, an island of volcanic formation, 
with a bench of pulverised lava sand. The 
beat was so .intolerable that only a short stay; 
was made ; and Commander Huntington is 1 
of opinion that it would not be conducive I 
to the health of his crew to visit that locality 
again this summer. 



to the native article. A small portion of the 
seed was troated in accordance with the Chinee- 
method, but the result wss far from encourage 
ing, a number of worms perishing ia their se- 
cond or third stage. 



A r.m«R from a correspondent " No ] 
lian," should have been iuserted yesterday, but 
it was unavoidably held over, a circumstance 
for which we tender an apology to the writer. 

There seems lit lie doubt that thoee French 
residents acting in the moveiueut for the 
celebration of a national ovent so unworthy of 
the great nation which has, and always will 
command univors-il rtepect, ore not in accord 
with the majority of Ibcir fellow citizens in 
Japan : and though wc shall probably be 
reminded that it is no affair of oars we 
take the liberty of pointing out that the 
storming of the Bastille was an event of which 
no nation could bo proud, much less a country 
i;i the position of France whose history, 
as our correspondent mentions, sparkles with 
greut deeds of high and noble fame in both 
peace and war ; in civilization ; in the arts and 
sciences; in literature and commerce ; and in 
all those things which give lustre to the gieat 
powers of the earth. Think of this, Frencb- 
raen^ und profane not s gallant record by com- 
memorating an achievement ovor which a law- 
less rooh might have rejoiced, but which the 
French people cm no lunger think of without 
;i sense of humiliation, and tho recall to 
memory of the horrors which preooded and 
followed it. 



National hymns are, with scarcely an 

Iw the neighbourhood of the Bonin Islands j exception, remarkable for their utter vacuity 

occasionally verging upon the 



the I". 8. 8. Alert came 
of immense sharks, five 



toss large numbers 
of which were caught. 



Wg leorn that Mr. Pierre!, consul for 
France, is about to leave us in order to assume 
chargo of the consulate in Hongkong. During 
his stay hero Mr. Pierrct has, by his courteous 
performance of official duties, gained the 
esteem and respect of residents of other 
nationalities than his own ; and his departure 
will be looked upon with very earnest regret, 
attributable, in great measure, to the popularity 
enjoyed by him and Madame Pierrct in the 
society of this settlement. 

It is said that Mr. Jouslain, vice-consul at 
Kobe, will temporarily succeed Mr. Pierrot, 
and thnt Mr. Pcrnal, now chancelier of the 
consulate here, will bo appointed vice-consul at 
Kobe. 



vessel approached a vapour was 
the distance resembling the sn 



A telegram has been received announcing 

the safo arrival of his Majesty the Mikado at 

Kioto tit two o'clock on the afternoon of the 
the group, M(h . |iit 

Tho journey from Tokio to Kioto thus oc- 
cupied twenty-eight days. 

TtiE U. 8. Minister at Tokio having, as 
already intimated, approved tho conviction by 
the consular general court nt Yokohama 
of the scarnuu John Martin Il-tss for murder, 
and iu consequence refused on the ap- 
plication of the prisoner's counsel, Mr. 0. \V. 
Hill, to review the proceedings on appeal, the 
1 ittcr has now taken steps to urge nn appeal 



before the circuit 



urt of the United States 



for the district of California. 



A carton of silk eggs, presented by the 
minister for China to tho agricultural bureau, 
lias been reared in Sjitamn ken in the usual man- 
ner employed in the production of Japanese silk, 
the produce proving superior iu every respect 



of expression, 

confines of idiocy ; and the irrelevancy of the 
matter they profess to treat. It has, however, 
been reserved for the governor general of 
Canada, the Marquis of Lome and eon-in-law 
of tho Queen, to show what a national hyma 
should be. The opening verse coo tains eight 
spirit-stirring lines, which s6und the key-note 
of the remainder. 

Ood bless our wide Dominion, 
Our fathers' chosen bind ; 

And bind in lasting union 

Each ocean's distant strand. 
From where Atlantic terrors 

Oor hardy acAmen train, 
To where the salt sea mirrors 

Tbe vast Pacific chain. 

Each verao concludes with the patriotic re- 
frain of 

O bless oor wide Dominion, 

True freedom's fairest scene ) 
Defend our people's union. 
God save our Empire's Queen. 

This is very fine, we will not say sentimental 
maudlin, as fsr as it goes, but it is with 



psin we observe a sort of 

about tho concluding < 



'filibustering'* air 



Inheritors of glory, 

O countrymen f we swear 
To iruard the flag that o'er ye 

Shall onward victory bear. 
Where'er through earth's far 

Its triple crosses fly. 
For God, for home, our legions 

Shall win, or fighting die ! 
O bless, Ac, 

There ia no particular necessity for the 
Canadians to brag of their " inheritance of- 
glory " about which some people have their 
doubts ; and there is certainly no reason why 
the hardy colonists should be called upon to 
"swear" in such a ridiculous manner to perform 
impossibilities. If tho Canadians will defend 
their own dominion it is not likely they will 
bo interfered with, at least for some time yet 
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to Mine, but if they try any nonsense with 
their " legions through earth's far regions 
they will meet a much warmer reception than 
the nobis poet contemplated when ho j>er- 
petrsted seven vwi of such utterly silly and 



His Majesty the Mikado will leave Kioto to- 
day 20lh to visit Honganji. He will then pro- 
ceed to Kobe by tho 4 20 p.m. train. The 
present arrangements arc that the Mikado 
will leave Kobe tc-mnrTow. 21st instant, on 
bis return to Tokio and he may be looked for 
here early on the 23rd. 

Fbom all sides wo hear of preparations foj 
the wsr between Russia and China. A tele- 
gram has been received announcing that ad- 
miral LcMofT»ky, rice-minister of the Russian 
nary has been appointed to the command of the 
fleet in these watsrs, and his arrival mar he 
looked for in two or three weeks. Admiral 
Leeaofsky holds considerable political aa well 
aa naval rank ; a circumstance which has 
no doubt influenced bis appoiutment to 
a post where diplomacy may bo of great 
value. Admiral Leasofaky holds similar rank 
as political agent to that of admirul Poutiatiac 
who negotiated the Russian treaty with Japan 
in 1858, and his nomination to tho command 
of the fleet is significant 

As previously reported the Russian fleet 
will be increased to comprise over thirty 
Teasels; and the larger ships will carry over 
Are thousand troops for special service on 
shore. The German and French fleets are also to 
be reinforced ; but the English fleet, whether 
from neglect or indifference, is to be left as it 
is — unfit for peace or war — suitable only to 
| harbour. 



Drarao June last the Oaaka mint turned 
out : — 

.. value yen 18,425 

1.177,570 

• U9.614 



Total 



1,345,81s 



Tn price of rice is steady if not actually on 
the increase. To-day's (20th) quotation was yen 
11.45, an enormous rate in comparison with 



fiorreBponAtiue. 



(f/* TPs do not hold ouraelve* retpontibla fur 
opinion* exprttted by correepondent. 

EXTRA-TERRITORIAL IMMUNITY. 

To the Editor of tho Japan Ouu-tU: 
Rib :— In view of the possibly actual, at nil 
events threatened, hostilities between Hr.i-ia 
and China, the Japan Herald, following in the 
wake of some of its Shanghai contemporaries, 
liss, in its issue of laat Saturdny, examined tho 
question of whether the open porta in China 
are exposed to the risk of being blockaded by 
Russian men-of-war, or invaded and occupied 
by Rmsian troops. The conclusion at which 
it has arrived sounds pteasaut, as it declares 
there need be no fenr of such occurrences, 
or, in the HeraliTt own words: " We arc dis- 
" posed to contend that the settlement*, their 
M foreign population and their trado must be 
" held to bo neutralized and free from all hin- 
" drance from either belligerent. W* hold, that 



" the operations of war Mich as landing. 
" blockade, search, seizure, requisition for 
" ransoms or actual occupation may not be 
" suffered to apply to the foreign settlements.*' 

This conclusion, as I have already remarked, 
cannot but sound pleasantly in the ears of the 
residents in all the open porta in China, and 
generally to all who arc interested in the 
Chinese trade ; but when those pcoplo come to 
look ut the arguments from which that pro- 
position has been deduced, then 1 apprehend 
they will not be long in discovering that if 
their immunity from the risks incident to war 
between Russia and China rests on no sounder 
foundation than the chain of reasoning exhibited 
in tbo Herald for tho 3rd inst., they had better 
prepare for the wor*t, as the writer in laying 
down this new international law seems to 
have suffered his wish to becomo the father of 
his thought. 

The question mooted by tho IJerald is one 
nf great importance, involving large pecuniary 
interests, and although its final issue is not 
likely to be much influenced by eastern news- 
paper articles and correspondence, it is at 
present uppermost in many men's minds and 
therefore not only well worthy of discussion 
but also caroful study by a writer beforo 
entering upon tho task of enlightening tho 
public with regard to its merits. For my 
part, I have no intention to give any opinion 
of my own upon those merits j if I presume 
to ask for accommodation in the columns 
of your paper, it is in order to show that the 
HeraUl't premises do hy no means warrant its 
conclusions ; that the examples quoted by it 
as illustrative of the case in question, can only 
serve to confuse instead of to inform tho mind 
of the reader, because they are derived from a 
slate of things toto etelo different from tbo 
subject of enquiry ; that the facts marshalled 
by the Herald in support of its thesis, aro in- 
completely and incorrectly stated ; that the 
whole article, while it abounds in heroic postu. 
lates, does not contaiu a single sentence which 
properly deserves the name of argument ; 
briefly, that the Iltrald, to use Macaulay's words, 
has overlooked the difference between as- 
sertion and demonstration, and that to beg 
tho question is not tho way to settle it. 

Beforo commencing I should not omit to 
state that the italics, where such occur, are 
mine. 

" If ground-rent is paid " says the Herald, 
" the settlements are as much ncutra- 
" lized by law as Hongkong, and in case 
" of war are entitled, we hold, to have 
" neutral rights respected by both belli- 
" gerents," — and later on : — *' Our argument 
" is that in accordance with undoubted first 
" intention, foreign residents in China, subjects 
" of treaty-powers, and living in places set 
" apart, have the full right* of neutrals, equal 
" in effect to those enjoyed by the residents in 
" Hongkong." — Now, as to this repeated quota- 
tion of Hom/lcou'i as an illustration of the 
political status of tho open porta, I really 
feel it a pcrsonnl grievance to bo obliged 
to put ou record the truism that Hong- 
kong ii a British colony, as much British 
soil as Toronto in Canada, and that a blockade 
or invasion of Hongkong would bo a attus Ixlli 
with England. The Nankin treaty, 18-12, tirl. 
III. says: "Tho emperor of China cvdns to 
44 II. M. the Queen of Ureat Britain, Ac, the 
" island of Hongkong, to be possessed in per- 
" petuity by her Majesty, her heirs nnd suc- 
" ecssors, and to be governed by such laws and 
" regnlations as H.M. tho Queen of Great Ilri- 
" tain, Ac , shall see fit to direct." Very 
different indeed, as I shall show by and by, 
is the language in which the s:imo and the 
treaty opcu certain Chin- 



es* ports for foreign trade and residence. Hi is, 
I hope, will suffice to purge the enquiry of the 
utterly misleading Hongkong illustration. 

Another of the Herald"* confusing illustra- 
tions is derived from Macao : " Macao is a 
" concession held upon what is virtually a 

lense in perpetuity." I believe this ex 
cathedra doctrine place* the Herald between 
two stools. Certain it is, the dootrino is neither 
that held by the Portuguese, nor that held by 
the Chinese governments. The former pretend 
to hold Maeiio hy conquest and ci-ssinn in per- 
petuity; the latter that it is held hy a lease 
now broken by the leasee through non-payment 
of rent. Anyhow the nature of the mutual 
relation is just now in fierce dispute between 
the two parties immediately concerned, and is, 
from its amhiguity, manifestly unfit for being 
quoted to illustrate another debated point. 

But the question is neither about Hong- 
kong nor Macao, but tho ports opened 
to foreigners by the treaties of Xuukiu and 
Tientsin. Tho first named treaty says in 
Art. II. ; — " H. M. tho Emperor of China 
•' agrees, that British subjects with their fami- 
" lies and establishments shall bo allowed to 
" reside, for the purpose of carrying on their 
" mercantile pursuits, without molestation or 
" restraint at the cities and towns of Canton, 
"Ac."— and the treaty of Tientsin, Art. XL, 
after opening some additional ports adds : — 
" They (British subjects) shall enjoy the some 
" privileges, advantages and immunities at the 
said ports and towns as they enjoy at the 
" ports already opened to trade, including the 
" rights of residence, of buying or renting house*, 
" of leasing land therein " — art. XV : 44 All 
" questions in regard to right, whether of 
" person or property, arising between British 
" subjects, shall be subject to tbo jurisdiction 
" of British authorities,"— while art. XVII 
provides a Mixed Court for settling disputes 
between British and Chinese subjects. 

The at tides, now quoted,— which are almost 
literatim repeated in the treaties with other 
foreign powers, together with such clauses as 
provide rules fur foreigners travelling in the inte- 
rior, and for the payment of import andaimilar 
duties, — these articles constitute the Ma<jna 
Charta of the. foreign residents at the open 
ports in China : right of residence, of trade 
on condition of paying duties, of travel when 
furnished with a passport, and of extra-territo- 
rial jurisdiction to a certain cxtont are, as far 
na I can see, the principal foaturea. 

The Herald, however, appears to be able 
to discover a great deal more. «' What," it 
asks, <• is the nature or a foreign concession ? " 
—and it answers itself: "It is in if objec 
" Civ* (7) a virtual teuton in perpetuity, con. 
" dilional upon payment of fixed yearly rents, 
" and observance of some regulations, which iu 
" reality are provisions for ensuring respect to 
" Chinese territorial interests external to tho 
" foreign settlement (?)." And to its next ques- 
'• tion : What is tho exact legil status of an 
" extra- territarialittd eoneeuion in time of 
war? - ' its own answer runs; "Wo aro dis- 
'• posed to contend, that tho sottlemouts must 
" be held to bo ntuiratiud and freo from all 
44 hindrance by either bclligorcnt." 

With regard to the first of the two answers 
just quoted, 1 confess 1 do not understand 
the meaning, either of the words " in it» objec- 
tive," or of the oliseure period ab.iut regula- 
tions, which arc " provisions for securing res- 
pect ;" but I observe that wo here encounter 
tho same sinister-looking phrase as already 
used about Macao : 41 virtual, in perpetuity." 
— In tho second question there is a curious, 
but nito insidious misnomer: 44 extra, ter- 
ritorialitod concw.«m," and iu tho answer 
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to that question the settlement* are boldly 
declared to have been " neutralized ;" it i» 
omitted, however, to jay by whom. 

It thus appear*, that in theaa two que*. 
tions and the corresponding answers — whieh 
ought to contain the giat of the problem 
in hand and of its solution — wo encounter a 
heap of qualification*, obscure word*, meaning- 
less phraaea, misnomers, and unwarranted pos- 
lulutet that defy disentanglement and common 
understanding. What is the " objective " of 
the nature of a foreign concession ?— How 
can the word* of tho Nankin treaty about 
the Emperor agreeing to allow foreigners etc., 
be construed into a " Tirtuul cession in per- 
petuity T — And what menus here: " virtual?" 
Does it mean what is not on the face of the treaty, 
but may be implied as meant by tho treaty? 
Is it one of tbose|iusidious words to be used ns 
a mask for tampering with a document ? On 
a par for instance with " undoubted first inten- 
tion," another phrsse used in tho same article. 
W hat opportunity have any of us had of know- 
ing the first intontion, " undoubted" although 
nowhere expressed, of what took piece forty 
year* ago ? And suppose that the " first" in- 
tention was, wlrnt the phrase seems to in- 
dicate, abandoned for a second one ? I called 
is a misnomer to speak about the foreign settle- 
ments as " cxtra-teriitoriulisod concessions." 
The concession is not separated from Chinese 
territory; it is the foreign inhabitants, who, 
to a certain extent, are exempt from tho juris- 
diction of authorities in the territory on which 
tho foreigners have settled. But in the opinion 
of tho lleruld tho concessions aro not only 
" extra-territoriali/od." they are also ■« neutra- 
lised r Switzerland and Belgium, and 
the- small town of Cracovia were neutrn 
by solemn compact* among all the power* ; but 
whan, where, and by whom, were tho open 
port* of China " neutralized ? " 

" The Chinese government ha* relinquished, 
" save in esse of non payment of rent, all right* 
" over the foreign extra-territorialized (tie) 
" settlement*." Thi* fact U reliod upon by the 
Herald in proof of it* the»i» : how ill-founded the 
statement is I shall *how directly. A second 
fact, alleged by the Herald for the *arac purpose, 
is that " the French government has alunyt 
(tie) contended that tho French concessions 
of Shanghai, Tientsin aud Canton urcdejure 
and de facto French territory &c." I saw tho 
same unsupported statement some time ago in 
• Shanghai paper, which, however, did not give 
its authority ; that Shanghai paper is of course 
tbe Herald t authority, and with all due rea|>ect 
for both these journal* I flatly contradict their 
assertion, and challenge them to tho proof. Now 
these two alleged facts, that tho Chinese govern- 
ment ha* relinquished its claims, &c, and that 
the French government ha* alwnysconteudod Ac., 
arc the only historical grounds brought for- 
ward in support of tho position taken up by 
the Herald iu thi* inquiry, and both are pure 
inventions. 

It so happen*, that there exist* an official 
documeut issued ou tho very beat authority, 
which ut oiu-e sets at rest all surmite*. asseve- 
ration* and fuble* about " undoubted first in- 
tention*," " in the objective virtual cession in 
perpetuity," '' extra-territorialized concessions" 
and " neutralized settlements." That docu- 
ment is tho Burliugame treaty, ISO"). Art. I. of 
which road* us follows : — 

" H.U. the Emperor of China, being of opi- 
•• nion, that in making concession* to the citi- 
" zen* or subject* of foreign powers of the 
" privilege of residing ou certain tract* of land, 
n or retorting to certain water* of that empire 
" for the purpoae of trade, he ha* by no MM 



shall 



the tax 

that uo *uch concession or grant 
be construed to give to ajiy power or 
•' party, which may be at war with or hos- 
" tile to the United State*, the right to at- 
" taik the citizens of tho United Stale* or 
" their property withiu the said laud or 
wutera." Here then we have au official 
aud emphatic declaration, that tho Kmperor 
ot China never meant to relinquish hi* 
"eminent domiuion" over the foreign conces- 
sions, which consequently havo neither been 
•' extra-territorialized nor " neutralized." If 
the Herald, when it eompluted the articlo 
to which I refer, had turned to that treaty, 
I am of opinion some modification of its 
conclusions would havo been arrived at. The 
open ports may, after all, cither by inter- 
national law or by good fortune, escape 
the evila of war. As said already, I have uo 
opinion of mv own to offer, but I thought it 
could not be amiss to draw the attention of 
the public, to a discussion of such very grave 
import to all those connected, even remotely, 
with tho commerce of China and Japan. No 
doubt the matter will receive the attention it 
deserve* ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 

TALIS QUALIS. 
Yokohama, July 10th, 1880. 



governor, in pursuance of hi* duty, »tood upon 
tho defensive, but promised not to fire upon 
tho mob if they refraiued from any attempt 
to force the place. Tho governor observing 
that under tho pretence of parleying the real 
object was to carry tho Bastille by storm, 
ordered hi* m?n to »tand to their gun*. Inde 
trot, Tho struggle lasted five hour* ; tho gar- 
rison was out numbered, but the governor 
only surrendered upon receiving a solomn 
promise that his men should be spared. The 
garrison came out unarmed ; they were con- 
ducted to the Place do Greve : their hands and 
heads were cut off, and the head* carried on 
pikes through tho streets by the gallant victor* t 
It should hero bo mentionod that the num- 
ber of victims discovered in that stroDghsld 
of royal tyranny did hot excood *ix or *even, 
all men who had been sentenced for murder 
and robbery ! These person* were, of course, 
set free amidst the vivatt of their deliverers. 

Is not this a glorious ovout well worthy 
of the sentimental effusion* lavished upon it 
by the JScAo aud the Courrier t 

In conclusion, I feel it my duty to declaro 
that any celebration of the (forming of 



much U 



precatod on 



THE FBENC1I CELEBRATION. 

To the Editor of the Japan Oatette. 
Diuk Sib : 

Our gallant fri*nd» of Yokohama are cer- 
tainly losing their tense*. The Echo du Japan, 
a journal hitherto much respected and possessing 
some weight, has hazarded its reputation by pub- 
lishing a wandering dithyramb on the new era 
of triumph, viz. the national holiday of France, 
tho fourteenth day of July, tho commemora- 
tion of the capture of the groat stronghold of 
monarchical tyranny — the fortress of the 
lit rnu.1!. French citizen* who are about to 
take part in tho deraonslrstion heralded a* 
impending apparently know nothing of their 
own hwtory, or it it certain that, instead of cele- 
brating the day a* one of rejoicing, they would 
observe it as ono of shame and humiliation — 
of national disgrace— for the capture of the 
Bastille was but the ruthless slaughter of the 
harmless pensioners forming it* garrison whow 
surrender was in consequence of an oath that 
they should be permitted to. deport in security. 

Let those Frenchmen who delight iu their 
national disgrace, and are indifferent to the 
inevitablo derision their conduct cannot fail 
to excite, subacribo to the so-called "patrivtie 
dinner," but permit me, through your 
columns, to lay before your English-speaking 
reader* a *hort but correct outlino of that 
important evont the capture of the Bastille, 
the first step in revolutionory intrigue and in 
furtherance of the boosted political maxim* of 
178S), which brought upon Franco the furiou* 
reign of Dnnton, Marat, Robespierre, and th*ir 
colleagues, nud which, to thi* very day, render 
that boautiful land a prey to any agitator who 
knows hoW to excite the passion* of the popu- 
lace by harangues a li Gambetta. 

Here are tho facts :— On tho 14-16th July. 
1789, s foul mob, in combination with some 
national guards of the same stamp a* them- 
selves, some thousand* in all, gathered in 
storming array before thi* fortress whieh was 
defended by ono hundred and fourteen sol- 



tho Bastille 
grounds not only of sound reason but 
common decency. Are Frenchmen iu Yoko- 
hama lunatic* that they should seek to hold 
up to the public gaze an event at the reoollec- 
tioii of which most of their couutrymen blush 
with thame ? I* not tho history of France 
brilliant with noble deeds, chivalrous actions, 
and great aud glorious achievements in the 
art* of peace as well as war ? Until French- 
men can answer this in the negative the oele- 
bration of the capture of the Bastille is a 
grievous error, and one calculated to call 
down upon us tho ridicule of mou of other 
nationalities. 

I am. 

Most faithfully yours, 

NO BASTILLIAN. 
Yokohama, July 12th, 1880. 



a letter addressed to yew on 
have not met with the appr 



To the Editor of the Japan 

Dear Six: — I observe that the 

contained in 

13tb instant ....... — — - rr 

of our French newspaper*, one of whom, by 
gross peraonalitic* and unwarrantable rude- 
nesses, seek* to provoke- your cor 
to remove the cloak of anonymity in 
the writer may have an object at 
level hi* impertinences. 

The matter dealt with ia not one in which 
t am personally concerned. What " No Ba«- 
tUlian'"ha» said and what I have to say, 
is nothing more than au expression of the 
Opinion entertained by many of my 
trymen. I •peak, therefore, a* a 
man, not a* an individual; and in that 
city, while I refrain from personal 
and offensive commentaries, I am entitlod to the 

1 not to dis- 



use of a norn de plume, 
guise my identity, but to 
vonture to deal 



the tubject I 

il with purely impersonal. Were 
my name published, however, it i* not im- 



possible it might command some respect, 
from the editor of the Courrier du Japan. 
Pardon mo for trespassing upon your space 
with these explanatory word*. 

The intention of the first latter wo* merely 
to point out thot tho feelings of a section, 
possibly the lamer portion of the French peo- 
ple, aro not in 



portion of the French peo- 
on with those who would 
atormiutt and surrender of 



38 



THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 



the Bastille tit a dsy of importance worthy to 
be celebrated ai tin- grot national anniversary 
of France, in the Mine manner ua tho RnRliali 
and German*, with loyally we eiui respect if 
not shore, celebrate the birthdays of their 
respective sovereigns, and the Ameiicnns bold 
sacred the day upon which wn< proclaimed 
the independeiiee, Wurthilv won, ol a great and 
riaing power. These three countries commcm- 
orato eras in their national existence, but 
Frenchmen, or a portion of iheni, seem anxious 
to reverse the acoptcd meaning of an old 
prororb, Pttlcia fumua iyite tilitno IncuUutior, 
by attempting to r lisc the smoke of France to 
Ihe lerel of the bright fire of nthrr mitiotil ! 

Tho assertions both the French journals 
make that your editorial note wan nti insult to 
the French community will not, it is to be 
hoped, cause, you any uneiisine.-s. Tho words 
you used were words of friendly warning thai 
other nationalities would view the. proceed- 
ing! as ridiculous, and derogatory, to Franco n* 
a great nation, and in those sentiments many 
Frenchmen cordially ogree. That your impar- 
tial counsel was disregarded, and tho prophesied 
ridicule has followed, will perhaps prove the 
soundness of your opinions, which are also 
supported by a comparison of the status of 
French resident! of Yokohama and Tnkio who 
were not present, with thoao who aasembled at 
the local celebration of the fall of the Bastille 

The fact! connected with the destruction of 
thii fortress of evil fame may, of course, be 
liable to exaggeration or modification accord- 
ing to political tendoncea, but it is not with 
trifles we have to deal. The question is ; — 
Shall Frenchmen celebrate, as an event of 
national importance, the storming of the Bas- 
tille, with its attendant circumstances of an 
armed and ferocious mob possessed of the 
" blood-frenzy ;"' of the pledged word and its 
dishonoarablo breach ; of the surrender of the 
fortress, und the butchory of thoso who staked 
their live* upon the word of honour of Frouch- 

Yours faithfully, 
A FRENCHMAN. AND NO BA8TILLIAN. 
, July lfith. 1880. 
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fl.rif THE MIKADO AT OTSU AND 
KIOTO. 

Orncisx Opimxa or thk Nitw Railway. 



(Hiogo Newt Correspondent.) 

Kioto, 14th July, 1880. 

The most important event during the tour 
of H.I.M. tho Mikado is the official opening 
of tho Kioto-Otsu section of the Imperial 
Government Railways, which took place to- 
day (17th instant). Tho railway system of 
Japan is gradually extending ; trafBo on the 
lines increases largely every year ; and there 
is no eutorprise which tho Japanese Govern- 
ment has taken up that has been more suc- 
cessful. The line from Kobe to Kioto was 
opened on tho 5th September, 1876; tho 
OUu section was carried as far as Otani 
nearly a year ago ; and the line has jnst been 
com pie tod between Otani and Otau, so that 
there is now a lino right through from Kobe, 
(the rising port of Japan, and whioh promises 
to be the chief centre of trade), at the head 
of the Inland Sea, to Otau, at the south end 
of Lake Biwa,— a line 58 miles in length, and 
which will continue to increase in 



sinco the link is now completed »r> far that 
all the cargo from tho shores of Lake Biwa 
can be placed on tho railway loading banks 
close to the side of tho Lake, and brought on 
to its destination with all tho expedition of 
the railway. Lake Biwa. tho largest lake 
in Japan, is about sixty miles in length, and 
between the north end of it and Tsurnga 
Hay. on tho west coast, there is only n dis. 
tnucc of eleven miles, over which n railway is 
to be constructed, and tho extensive fiih trade 
from Tsurnga will go ovor this line, down 
tho Lako in steamers, and by rail again to 
Kobe, instead of, as at present, going by sen 
from Tsurnga Bay. It was intended to build 
the railway along tho east shore of Lake 
"Biwa, from Otsn at tho southern extremity 
to Shiotsu at tho northern, bnt this section 
will not bo made jnst yet. It is projected 
also to make a line from Baba Jnnction, on 
the line newly opened, across the country to 
Tokio, but this scheme will not lie accom- 
plished for many years. The Kioto-Otsu 
section was surveyed by foreign engineers 
four years ago (as also the other projected 
lines above mentioned) ; and the lino lietweon 
Otani and Otsu is famous in having tho 
biggest tuiyiol which has been made in 
Japan, and which the Japanese consider a 
very great, although it is, when compared to 
tunnelling on any ordinary lino in England, 
a very small affair. Foreign engineers have 
dono all tho work for the line, in the plans 
and in supervision, bnt the Japanese railway 
engineers, who have boon trained by the 
foreigners in tho work on other linos, have 
had more to do with this line than any other ; 
and they take to themselves all the honour 
and glory, and when tho Mikado opened the 
line, tho Japanese officials Beemed to say 
" See tho great railway which u<« have built." 

The Imperial train loft Kioto to-day nt 11 
o'clock to meet tho Mikado at Otsu. The 
composition of the train was as follows : 
Engine, brake van, 2 third class carriages, 1 
necnud, 1 first, tho Imperial saloon, I first, 1 
second, 2 third, 1 brake van. Tho engine, 
and in front, round the tunnel, along the 
sides, -on tho canopy — was covered with 
flowers and greon festoons, and althongh the 
decoration was not heavy or very imposing, 
it was tasteful and pretty, Tho Imperial 
saloon, which was built at tho railway works 
in Kobe, is a four-wheeled vehicle, something 
similar to bnt of mnch smaller slzo than the 
saloons on the royal train of tho L. & N. 
W. R. ; on the outside it is well mounted, 
and the rich upholstery in light blue satin 
makes the interior look vory handsome. 
When the train left Kioto tho Imperial sa- 
loon was covered with canvas, to keep it free 
from dust ; the other vehicles of tho train 
wore all polished up, and looked like new, al- 
though thoy were only done up for the oc- 
casion. As tho train moved out of tho sta- 
tiou, a large number of Japanese wero crowd- 
ing alongside the lino, to watch its depar- 
ture, and they looked in wonder and admi- 
ration at tho gaily decked engine, the fine 
carriages, and tho canvns-oovored saloon in 
the centre. As wo passed along tho lino, 
groups of people in the fields, nt the villages, 
and travollora on the public roads, which are 
crossed several times, all watched the Imps, 
rial train with interest. Surface men wore 
sUtioucd along the line at short intervals, to 
watch the line, so that no olwtruciiou should 
tako place. The national flag, with the red 
fireball, was hanging over tho door of evory 
village on tho route. From the survey report 
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direction nearly due oast, at the west side of 
tho Tskedn-kaido at the Kioto station, curves 
on 20 chains radius to.the right, passing 
through the north-east ooruerof Genza-raura, 
and half a mile from the station it crosses tho 
Kamo-gawn, which is 500 feet wide at this 
place, on an iron bridge. Tho line curves 
again to tho right, and running along the 
went side of the Fnahimi-kaido, crosses that 
ad on tho level. The line goes by tho west 
base of tho hills which from the Kioto valley, 
to the village of Tanignchi, tho ruling gra- 
dient being 1 in 100; after this village is 
passed the lino is more tortnons and the gra- 
dients from 1 in 57 to 1 in 40, by the latter 
of which the summit is reached ; and from 
this point the lino descends into tho valley 
oast, side of the Kioto range, also on a gra- 
dient of 1 in -t0, the distance being 4J miles 
Tho valley now reached separates tho Kioto 
range of hills from the ranges which sur- 
round Lake Biwa, the lowest point the valley 
being 440 feet below the summit, 3J miles 
farther on. By a gradient of 1 in 40, in a 
of curves of quarter miles radius, the 
lines goes for three miloa winding its way 
along tho base of the hills, until it meets a 
gorge miming down from above the village 
of Koyama, which is crossed by a heavy em- 
bankment. The Koyama- gawa is then cross- 
ed, and a spur which comes far out in the 
valley is passed through in a deep cutting, 
bat only for a quarter of a mile. The line 
then enters tho second hill pass at thevillage 
of Oiwako, and is carried over tho Tokaido 
by n bridge of 20 feet span, and then along 
tho north side of the road until the precipi- 
tous nature of the bills in front renders 
tunnelling necessary. 

This brings tho line to Otani, to which it 

1 the 



published in 1876, wo gather a 
garding the line from Kioto to C 
11 



to Otau, which is 
in a 



haB boon in operation for somo time 
further part of tho section is that now finish- 
ed ; but although tho lino from Otani to 
Kioto has been in working operation, the 
passage of tho Mikado ovor the line is reckon- 
ed as the official opening of the whole section. 
The Osnka-yama rises beyond Otani station, 
the level of the line there, being 394 feet 
above the level of Kioto station, and the 
summit of the hill pierced is 265 feet still 
higher. The tunnol is 740 yards long, and 
for a singlo lino only ; and although it was 
expected that it would bo rock throughout 
and much lining with brick would be avoid- 
ed, it is, as far as we could see, lined with 
brick: throughout. Tho line descends through 
the tunnol at an inolination of 1 in 40 ; the 
Tokaido is again crossed at tho other sido of 
the tunnel, and tho lino duscuuds nt a gradient 
of 1 in 40 in a deep cutting through tho spur 
of a bill, and out into more open oouutry, at 
a love! of 47 feet above the lake ; the lino 
passes above the town of OUu, and terminates 
at 9 miles length, at Babii junction, from 
which a branch lino of about a mile in length 
runs down past the suburb of Ishiba to tho 
town of Otsu, the station being closed to tho 
side of the Lake. From Baba junction the 
projected main line will extent up the sido 
of Lako Biwa to Tsurnga, and tbo other line 
across tho country to Tokio. 

The scenery along the Kioto-Otsu section 
is much more picturesque than at any par? 
of the Kohe-Kioto line; tho rice fields in tho 
valleys, small villages dottod here and there 
at tho base or tho hill* ; tbo winding high- 
ways, the shallow river bods, the tea planta- 
lions on the spurs of the hills, and the whole 
country of great fertility, present a pleasing 
view; while the hills aro thickly wooded, 
with fir trees on the summits and bamboo 
i of the slopes. The 
from tbo OUm station 
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is very fine indeed. Osaka-yama stands 
there in front, eovorod with trees and rich 
foliage; lit ill Imiko there <8 the horse shoo 
arch of granite blocks, the mouth of tho 
tunnel, nnd straight through nt the other 
aide is seen a hor.se- shoo of brilliant light, 
where the ray* of tho nun, reflected from the 
sand on the line, pierce through tho glonm 
of the tunnel. The hill* surrounding Orani 
nro all of them vory picturesque anil rise to 
a good height, tho slopes Ijoing very steep, 
covered with trees nnd shrubs in various 
shades of green. The vitiligo itself consists 
only of rows of small house* along the side* 
of tho Tokaido, tho road passing through a 
narrow gorgo round the base of the tunnel 
hill. The view from tho line after passing 
through tho tunnel is oue of thu best to be 
seen iu Japan. Down below are the roofs of 
tho town of Otsu, the groat I^ike stretches 
away as far as tho eyo can reach, and on 
cithor side il is bounded by grand mountain 
ranges ; most of the bill's are dark green, 
covered with vcgatation from base to summit, 
nnd soino appear to bo well wooded, although 



i have great slupes without any trees 
upon them ; other hills are barren and their 
whitosand ridges shiuo brilliantly, reflecting 
tho rays of the sun. 0;i tho Lake, hundreds 
of -whito sails of fishing boats aud junks nro 
seen, and hero and there a small toy-like 
Bteamcr is flying over tho Lake and leaving 
a long trail of smoke behind it. Tho spurs 
of tho hill on which tho liny pa ties are 
covered with tea plants, aud bamboo thickets, 
nnd tho lower ground between the line 
and tho Lake, where not built upon, is occu- 
pied by submerged rice holds. On a hill 
above Otsu is seen tho famous old tcm- 
plo of Aliidora, and a white obelisk stands 
out from amongst the trees, a monument 
to soldiers who havo diod for their coun- 
try. Otsu is a great military post, and 
away over from the town, at the Uiso of a 
hill, tho military barracks are seen, — a very 
largo square of two-storied white-washed 
buildings. To-day, Otsu presented a charm- 
ing sight, as vicwod from the high elevation 
of the lino. On tho Lake, close to the shore, 
and at tho point where the railway station is 
situated, there was a fleet of small lake 
steamers, and every one was a mass of bril- 
liant colours. These tiny little boats were 
"dressed" with flags of every description, 
, from tho national fireball ou whito ground to 
tho auctioneer's (lag of blue and whito squares; 
the festoons of flags stretched from stem to 
■tern, over head of the small tooth-picks of 
masts, and on somo of those steamers which 
have tiny yards the flags were also hung on 
thorn, lho decks seemed to bo a blazing 
mass, which was produced by tho thousands 
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.nterns in all shades of red, from dark 
crimson to magouta. Tho flags and decora- 
tions at tho station also showed conspicuously 
at a distance, while over the whole town there 
were flags flying from almost every house. 

The Imperial train reached Otsn station a 
little after twelvo o'clock, the branch lino 
from Bnba junction to Ouu being alongside 
tho Lake; and at oue part between tho half 
way station of Ishiba and Otsu there is 
water on both sides of the lino, tho rails 
being laid on a strong stone null like n 
breakwater. An hour had to bo spent here 
until tho departure of the train with iu 
imperial passenger. 

The scene at tho new station of Otsu was 
vory gay, and although the station buildings 
are only temporary erections of tarred wood, 
the profuse decorations with flags, evergreens 
nnd flowers veiled the unsightly nature of tho 
sbcdi, and made them appear as nico looking 



as could bo dosircd. On the east side of tho 
platform, a roof shed was glorified gorgeously 
to fit it for tho reception of the Mikndo ; on 
the gravel a pathway of beautiful matting 
was laid down for him to walk on over the 
platform to the train ; tho ten or twelve 
pillars which supporteil the roof were covered 
with spiral wreaths of evergreens, studded 
with flowers in full bloom; from the eaves 
and under the centre of tho roof, red and 
whito flags were hung ont on small bamboos, 
the national flag being predominant. As tbc 
time wore on, till tho station clock showed 
that only a few minutes had to pass until tho 
hour for lho arrival of His Majesty, the dis- 
mounted cavalry soldiers foruiod a phalanx 
on one sido of the broad pathway from the 
entrance gate to thu glorifiod pavilion, and 
on lho opposite sido there was a phalanx of 
black-coated gentlemen with tho bell topper 
hats. Tho train had now been moved down 
till tho imperial saloon stood opposite the 
pavilion; tho waiting was an eager one of 
suspense until about live minutes past one 
o'clock, when an escort of lancers entered the 
station ground aud formed line on each sido, 
and iu a few seconds more we caught our 
first sight of His Im|>crial Majesty the Em- 
peror of Japan. A fine chestnut horse, with 
long and heavy mane, came slowly and majes- 
tically into the open space in front of tho 
pavilion ; it was gaily caparisoned, and walk- 
ed with pride, as if it fully realised the 
dignity of its rider. His Majesty wore uniform 
similar to that of a field marshal ; polished 
riding boots, white buckskin pants, and a dark 
coloured tunic ; across bis breast ho woro a 
bright sash of blue and red, friuged with 
gold ; and a golden crysanthemum of largo 
sizo-shono brilliantly on bis breast. His 
exceedingly dark complexion, and dark 
moustache and other tufts about his face, 
his coarso features, and his block cocked hat 
with black feathers io it, gave bim an un- 
couth appearance, which detracted from the 
brilliance of bis uniform. He dismounted, 
and after staying a few seconds under the 
pavilion, he entered the saloon in company 
with one or two mombors of his suite. There 
was a good deal of scrambling until all his 
rotiuue obtaiued scats in tho eight carriages 
of tho train. At ten minutes past one, the 
train moved off, and thousands of natives 
were seen crowding tho street leading to the 
station, along the sido of tho line, and on 
every spot of ground, and on every boat in 
tho cambers, from which a view of the 
train could bo obtained. Wo forgot that 
it was a Japanese crowd, and expected to see 
waving of hats and to hear loud hurrahs from 
tho thousands of people but not a sound 
came from thorn, and they bowed down their 
heads, some even going down on their knees 
iu paying obeisance to their ruler. But if 
the crowd of spectators on the shore were 
' dumb, their silence was made up for by what 
took place on tho twenty little steamors on 
thu edge of thu Lake ; for as soon as the 
train pnsteil out of station, and for two or ' 
three minutes afterward.!, the steam whistlo [ 
[of every vessel was blown at full power, and 
they seemed to rival each other in their shrill 
and dopfoning blasts. The train skipped at 
tho Baba Junction for a few minutes, and 
liore tho work of constructing a " turning. ' 
table" is being carried on; the table was 
nearly opposite and only a short distance 
from tho imperial saloon, but thu men 
engaged at work on the tabic were an excep- 
tion to all other Japanese we had seen, for 
| unlike tho others, they did uot stoop down 
1 or bow their head to imperialism, but, kept 
, ou at the most violcut clanging they could 



possibly produce in driving tho rivets in 
somo of the iron plates of tho iron turning 
tahle, and they nover oven looked round 



to tho imperial train. Two engines, ono 
pushing iu the rear, brought the train up 
the Otsu brunch, and the rear engino also 
L'uve a shove up the incline to tho tunnel. 
While tlm train was on or noar tho To- 
kaido bridge on tho Olsu sido of the tunnel, 
a halt was made for n • few seconds to 
allow tho Mikado to sco tho tunnel be- 
fore him, the incline up which tho train 
hail coiue, and the beautiful panorama of 
Lake Biwa ami tho ranges of hills with which 
it is surrounded. Another halt was mado at 
Otani station for a similar purpose. All 
along tho lino from Otsu to Kioto, — nt tho 
villages, railway stations, in rice fields and 
tea plantations, and on tho public roads, — 
the people watched tho passing train and 
nearly all of them bowed down as it passed. 
Tho policemen standing guard along the 
lino in the vicinity of the various stations 
were tbc most formal in their obeisance ; thoy 
doffed their caps with large wbito suns 
and bowed forward with great 
Tho number of old people to bo seen was 
astonishing, — at every place there wore feeble, 
grey-haired old women, who looked like octo- 
genarians or centenarians, and who camo out 
staff in hand to witness tho royal progress. 
In the rice fields women were soon standing 
up to tho ankles in mud and water, and whon 
tho train enme along thuy bowed down till 
their hands were also sunk in tho mud. 

When the train arrived at Kioto ai 2.15, 
His Majesty walked across the platform, 
through lineB formed by soldiers, his retinue, 
and railway officials, and went out by the 
side of tho largo building which is tho front- 
age of the station. Here a state carriage,— 
drawn by two fine hay horses, with a liveried 
driver and footman on box, and two liveried 
servants hanging on behind, — was in waiting, 
and His Majesty nnd one of his Minister en- 
tered it. In the large broad street which 
leads from the station, and all round about 
tho neighbourhood, there were dense crowds 
of spectators. The procession was led by 
about a dozen mounted police officers, follow- 
ed by several Lancers, the Imperial bod/ 
guard) ; the state carriage with His Majesty 
camo next, followed by about twenty Lancers; 
then two or throe carriages, containing mem- 
bers of his suite ; next a host of jinrikishas 
with all the representatives of the native 
press, and in their wake a motley crowd of 
natives, both young and old, on foot and in 
jinrikisha, followed tho glorious cavalcade. 
Tho procession left tho station at 2.20, and 
insrched to Nishi Hongnnji, now the largest 
temple in Japan, — a most striking pile of old 
wooden buildings, with roofs of extraordinary 
sizo and richly ornameutcd. Tho chief priest 
of this temple is related to the royal family, 
and His Majesty went to the shrine there 
to offer his devotions tj Great Buddha. 
The procession afterwards loft tho templo 
ntid marched to the Oosho, — the old Royal 
Palace. The imperial slate carriage pass- 
cd through the portals of tho gate, of 
tho Palaco Bark nt four o'clock, so that an 
hour aud forty minutes hod been occupied in 
a three mile march, aud half an hour's stay 
nt the temple. At tho entranco to tho Park, 
tin-re were largo crowds of nativos of all 
classes, but tho concourse was not so great 
as might havo been expected there; however, 
a large number of peoplo wero scattered over 
the Park and along the road through it to 
the Gosho. As wo mentioned before, it was 
reported that a salute of 100 guns was to 
be fired, bat not a souud was heard, On 
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arrival at tho Gosho, (bo Mikado will find 
himself nt tho homo of hia youth, in a palace 
of tho old stylo, with no foreign innovations, 
and there ho will find rest fur hi* feet anil 
for his eyelids, which he will no doubt 
at this stago of hit* overland 



hleep 

much 



Of the various peculiar characters to lie 
in the imperial retinue, wo must any n fow 
worda about the Iianeers. They were well 
mounted, their uniform is after the French 
stylo, and a troop of them seen at. a distance 
may look decent ; but close at hand they are 
a ragtag and bobtail lot. Tho uniform, is of 
dark greeu, and tho tunics were as full of 
dust as though they hnd never been brushed 
sine* they left Tokio ; their cops are old 
looking and crushed out of shape, and their 
riding boots aro old, worn out, and dirty : 
altogother they aro a most slovenly squad of 
troopers j if an English rnvnlry soldier came 
out to parade in his suit of old uniform fur 
stable work, he would look as tidy as any of 
tho Imperial guard of Lancers. Ono of them 
in particular, who wan dismounted, and was 
walking alongside tho train while it lay at 
Otsu station, was tho direst, most Blovcnly 
looking specimen of a soldier wo evor saw. 

Tho most extraordiuary feature of tho 
imperial retinuo is tho presence of a score or 
more of old and young gentlemen who are 
the editors and reporters of tho Tokio and 
other Japanese newspapers. Wo do not wish 
to say anything disrespectful of any of them, 
but wo would really adviso them to wear 
Japaneao clothes, or else stay at homo. The 
wholo of them aro dressed in black clothes, 
embracing all tho fashions- in frock ennta 
and swallow- tailed coals that bavo over been 
in vogue in England, and a good many 
specimens which are neither ono fashion nor 
another. The black ooaU are comical 
enough, — such as one made out of thin 
alpaca, which" is a cross between a dress coat 
and a Christy minstrel's long-tailed coat for 
a plantation song and dance ; or others liko tho 
coats of parsous and undertakers, with as 
much spare black cloth in the tails as would 
cover a coffin ; — but while there was a great 
variety in the coats, the host of native members 
of the press havo tbo same fault, that is that 
the wearer lias got too long logs or tho legs 
of tho trousers are too short ; soino arc wide, 
and others almost as tight as a jockey's knee 
breeches. The hats are oven more absurd 
than tho coats and trousers ; such bclltop- 
per*, tiles old and new, from the English 
fashions of tho 17th century to tho present 
day; hats with broad brims and lints with 
narrow ones ; hats with a small crown 
and others spreading out as broad as the 
brim ; hats that onco were new but now are 
old, and hats that aro fit only for being kick- 
ed to pieces. It was most amusing to aco 
those people doing pbnance in this 11103 1 
absurd of all conceivable kinds of dress for 
an overland midsummer journey ; heavy and 
big boots, tight nnd short black trousers, 
tight and uncomfortable swallow tailed 
ooats, and crowned with tall black hate ! 
When they might as well, and a groat 
deal better, have dressed in nativo 
clothes, or white summer clothes if they 
will apo the ways of foreigners, is it not 
penance worse than walking with peas in 
the shoes for thoso men, who wail about the 
unfortiiuato and deplorable condition of their 
country, to march by the Tokaido in tho broil- 
ing July sun and wear such unbecoming and 
uncomfortable attire? At the station at 
Otsu, in tho train, mid at the Pnlnce Park, 
we frequently observed them taking off their 
bell-toppor hat*, wiping (ho perspiration off 



their foreheads, and onjoying a breeze round 
their bare head for a fow minutes ; and the 
expression on their faces showed that from 
the depths of thnir souls they might cry, 
" Oh, my God, what a relief." 

(Tli be con <■'(»«>,?.) 



A LKTTEU FROM COBEA. 

(Osaka Shimpo.) 

(Readers will please note that the following 
are extracts from a private letter, dated June 
22nd, sont to a member of this office, by his 
friend in Fusan). 

Concerning tho prohibition of tho export of 
rico, of which so much has been sai.l, there 
were 0110 or two cases more, in which tho 
nrticlo iutendod for export was confiscated 
and tho owners arrested ; however, it appears 
now Hint lliu government proclamation, with- 
drawing tho prohibition, has become tho- 
roughly known to the Corcans, and the 
vessels laden with rico are coming ono after 
another into tho port. 

On tho 18th Juno Mr. Consul Kondo hold 
an evening party, which can be described 
briefly as follows ; — Tho Consnlato, as well 
as the gardens attached to it, was brilliantly 
illuminated with a great number of little 
papor lanterns, and in tho drawing room in 
the upstairs of tho Consulate, tho Corean 
musicians, who were invited for tho occasion, 
played tho national tunes of Corea and 
porformod Corean dances. Tbo last dance, 
performed by an old Corean, resembled very 
much our owu, and it was so comical that it 
provoked tho audience to hearty laughter. 

Tho Amagi-kwan, in tho harbour, was also 
illuminated on both aides with rod and blue 
lights, and some fifty fireworks were display- 
ed to enhance tho amusement of the evening. 
The gentlemen prcsont were the Consul (the 
host), and his attaches ; the captain and the 
officers from the Amagi-kumt, and tho princi- 
pal merchants. 

As to the Corean guests, thero wore the 
Bensatau-kwan (a title of an offico) and his 
suite, and tho officors of the Custom House, 
numbering in all (including tho Japanese) 
nearly a hundred. After spending the even- 
ing in a most pleasant manner, the party 
separated at about 11 p.m. Many people, 
nativo as well as Japanose, flockod near tho 
consulate to seu tho party, and it was the 
grandest gathering wo have ever seen since 
opening of the port. 

Since tho establishment here of the police 
force, the registration of the settlers is very 
well attended bo, but owing to tho want of a 
sufficient number of policemen, theft is very 
frequently committed by tho Corcans, a:id 
no house situated at Hommachi has escaped 
their doprodations. Last night (22nd), dnr- 
ii.g the storm, a largo amount of tho Corean 
cash (soino s:iy it was 5W kwin of cash, 
equal to our 1,!!.V> yen, hut tho accnrato 
amount is not known), which was deposited 
in tho godown belonging to tho First National 
Hank, by which it was taken as Security, was 
stolen ; aud tho whole inhabitants nro so 
much disturbed, that thoy cannot sleep with 
ease and comfort. 

There being signs of cholera breaking out 
in many Fu and Ken of our native laud, a 
meeting was opened on tho 20th June to deli- 
berate 011 sanitary matters, and it is to con- 
tinue for ten ilnyx, every evening. It is 
presided over by -Mr. Kondo, and thero are 
2L> persons assembled, consisting of tho at- 
taches cf the Consulate, the police officers, 
tho physicians, the members of the Cbambor 



of Commerce, and tho principal merchants. 
Tho constitution of tho members of the 
Chamber of Commerce of this ports is of a 
different nature, from those of our native 
land. The mombers aro oloctcd by ballot from 
every ward, and tboy aro not only required 
to attend to commercial matters, but often to 
political matters. In this respect, thoy re- 
semble tho members of a Fu assembly. So 
they are now called upon to participate in 
the delilwrntion on sanitary matters. 

The Aimtli-focitH left this port suddenly fi r 
Gousan-shiu yesterday (22nd). It is said 
that the engines of that ship aro a little 
damaged, so after a short stay at Gonsan-shin 
she will be sent to Nagasaki, whore tho tloocs- 
sary repairs will be made. 

Tho appestanco of foreign men-of-war at 
this port seems to ba the order of tho day. 

We had an American man-of-war in tho 
harbour, and soon after an English one, and 
again, ou tho 10th June, a French man-of- 
war Fournier [tho namo of tho captain, ap- 
parently mistaken for the namo of tho ship, 
which I presume was tho Lyux — Tr.] mado 
her appearance. The captain and a few of- 
ficers immediately landed in our settlement, 
and applied to Mr. Consul Kondo for his 
introduction to the governor of Toraifu, and 
begged tho permission of that functionary to 
travel to that city, through Mr. Kondo. Mo 
also requested Mr. Kondo to forward a letter 
(the captain's private letter) to the govornor. 

Tho Consul accordingly communicated tho 
matter to tho governor of Toraifu, but it cmi- 
not bo supposed for a moment that tho officials 
of the Corean government, who are strict 
adherents to tho policy of closing the ports, 
would ovor ontcrtain suoh a desire with 
favour, so they not only forbade tho journoy 
of the Frenchmen, but also refused to rccorVo 
tho letter, acting in the same maimer as they 
did to tho Americans. 

Tho Frenchmen having no hope of success, 
left for Nagasaki on tho 18th, very early in 
the morning. 

The weather at this port is naturally very 
hangeable, but we are now in the wet season, 
and when the sun shines the thermometer is 
between 75 and 60 degrees, but when it rains 
it suddonly falls to 64 or 65 degrees, and we 
have often to change our clothes, which is 
troublesome. 

The origin and commencement of our 
commerce with foreign nations aro very old. 
More than two thousand years ago, in tho 
90th year of the rsign Suijin Tonuo (A. P. 
61), Taji Mamori was sont to tho country of 
Tokoyo to obtain some fragrant barbs ; and 
this wap the first occasion. 

The codo promulgated in tho 4th year of 
tho reign of Montokn Touno (854), contains 
the following articles : — " No bows, arrows, 
and no other military weapons are allowed to 
bo used in exchange with the goods of any 
barbarians ; and no iron-smith is allowed to 
live in tho eastern and the northern portions 
uf the rmp ie." " Before tho government 
.iflicial* have made tho exehango of goods, no 
person is allowed to mike tho oxchnugo 
secretly with any barbarians." " No articles 
so prohibited are allowed to be sont beyond 
tho boundary (of the empire), except those 
granted by the emperor to the barbarians 
who come to pay horaago to tho Imperial 
court." BesideB, in tho 2nd year of Jingo- 
koiun, in tho reign of Sliotoku Tunno (708). 
quantities of cotton were distributed to Sa- 
duljin, Udaijin and downwards, to purchase 
with the goods of Sniraki (one of tho king- 
doms in ancient Corea) ; in tho 2nd year of 
Kasho, in tho reign of Jiuimio Tenno (813), 
a trading ship from China (To dynasty} 
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arrived At Daznifu (in Kiushiu), and in the 
14th year of Jngan, in tho reign of Sciwa 
Teuno (872), tho Knranoriyo (department i>f 
treasury) exchanged goods with tho people 
from tiokkai (a province of China), and the 
people of tho capital wero allowed to iniiku 
oxchango of good* with them. The number 
of arrival* of the Chinese ships inert-used 
throughout the dynasties of So, (Jen and 
Min. As to the European ships, tho Purtu- 
gncso vessel, whieh nrrived in the 12th veur 
of Tonraon (1,143) at the time of the Shogiin 
Aahikaga Yoshiharu, at Tatiogashimn, intro- 
ducing the gnus, wnu the first. The opening 
of Nagasaki to tho trade with the Portuguese, 
which wax largely done, was in the 1st veur 
of (Jt-uki, in the reign of Cgimacht Tennn 
(1570). The trade with tho English and 
Dutch was commcuccd in the 5th year of 
Keicho (1000), in tho roign of Ooyoji Ter.no, 
when the trading ships of the two nations 
arrived at Sakni in Id/.nmi, whei.ee thev 
went to Ycdo, where (?) Ynuyniis and Anjil, 
(Will Adams), the Dutch and the Knglinl, 
chiefs respectively, had interviews with Toku- 
gawa Iyeyasn and obtained permission to 
trado regularly every year. 

At this period, our merchants knew the 
advantages of going abroad for trade ; and 
the oxamplo of one Ibarnkiyn and ono Aniagn. 
•akt, who obtained permission of the govern- 
ment to trado in Auuarn, was followed subse- 
quently by about five or six thousand men, 
who obtained permission to trade i» Cam- 
bodia, Siam and other western conntrios, and 
they went abroad, bat it is to be regretted 
very much that tho bravo and enterprising 
■pirit of those men was checked by the policy 
of tho expulsion of foreigners, since the pro- 
hibition of the Catholic religion, and such 
■pint was soon crushed down after a few 
years. Tho trade was now confined to Naga- 
saki, where tho merchants wero content in 
getting tho goods, brought by tho foreign 
ships; and the government did nothing but 
limit the number of the trading ships and the 
general foreign trado ; so tho advantage* of 
the commerce was seized by tho merchant* 
of Mm (China) and of the West. 

Tho import of manufactured goods was 
great, but gold and silver wore shipped away 
in large quantities. During fifteen years 
onlv, between the Uth year of Genroku (1696) 
and the 7th year of Hoyei (1710), in the 

and tho shogun 
I gold and silver 
' yen in tho prcsont currency 
were shipped away. 

Again, during rive years between tho 1st 
and tho 5lh years of Shoteku (1711-1717), 
in tho reign of Ifakamikado Tonuo and the 
•hogun lyeteugu, 173,000 yen worth of tho 
precious metals left Japan. Since then, for 
143 years till the 5th year of Ausei (1858), 
when the treaty of commerce was made with 
America, English and other western nations, 
more or less coins were sent beyond the sea 
ovory year. Still at the present day, while 
the trade is carried on largely withn dozen 
foreign oouutries, the export of the precious 
metals is increasing. 

Ah ! in the country whieh is so old in the 
matter of commerce as to have contiuuod 
trading abovo two thousand years, wliat is 
tho reason of our merchants not being skill- 
ed in it, and instead of accumulating wealth, 
of their always occasioning losses ? 

We think there are more than ono reason 
for this, but the fact of their !.ot trading 
abroad, and being coutontud in awaiting the 
import, of foreign goods, has a sharo in it to 
a great extent. There are many places nb rural 
for their enterprise, aud those who have ro- 
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cently established themselves at Shanghai, 
Tientsin, ITongkong, Fusan, and Vladivostok 
are doing pretty well. 

Fusan is tho only port which was opened 
solely by ns, so Coroa, amongst all other 
countries of our commerce, stands first for the 
promotion of our enterprise. Wo have there, 
our own settlement, which will serve as the 
model to our merchants in future. Although 
tho country itself is but a poor and sterile 
ono, either the decline or prosperity of the 
t'orcan trade will have great concern in ours. 
We arc in receipt of a table of import and 
export of Fusan, which wo will fulry produce 
in our future issue ; wo hero only make the 
brief mention of it, as follows: — 

October, 13th year of Moiji. 

Original Value. 



Japanmo goods — 18 
Impost— 

Foreign „ 18 
Export— 

Corean ., 21 



..Yen 5,233 
02,478 

W.300 



Number of srttlerB-798 ; 523 male, 275 female. 
November. 

Japanese goods— 24 sorts Yen- 0,387 

Impost— 

Foreign ., 17 „ 25,711 

Export— 

t.orean „ 35 09 ,387 

Number of settler*— 1,008 ; 883 male, 325 female. 
December. 

Japanese goods— 10 sorts Yon 0,025 

Imimbt — 

Foreign ,, 19 , 05,410 

Expokt — 

Corean „ 28 „ 03,368 

Number of srtUer.-l.150i 780 male. 364 female. 
January. 13th year of Moiji. 

Japanese goods— 18 sorts Yon 5,570 

Im pout- - 

Foreign „ 15 „ 44.102 

Expobt — 

Corean „ 22 „ 08,5°1 

Number of settlers -1,141 ; 703 male. 381 female. 
February. 

Japanese goods— 15 sort. Yen 4,131 

Impost— 

Foreign ., 10 , 47,879 



Number of settlers— 1,147 ; 703 male, 378 female. 
March. 

Jnpanose goods— 11 sorts Yen 6,394 

Impost — 

Foreign ,. 12 „ 42.802 



.. 18 

Number of sottlers-1,103 , 703 
April. 



tOO female. 



..Yon 4,288 
. 41,550 



Imiv>kt— 

Foreign „ 
Export— 

Corean ,. IS 91,200 

Number of settlers— 1,291 ; 850 male, 435 female. 

Can the increase or decrease of our popula- 
tion at the Suttlomunt indicate tho prosperity 
op decline of our trade with Coroa ? Accord, 
iug to tlie foregoing tables, wo see that the 
population, which numbered 70S in October 
last, had increased to 1,(8*0 in tho following 
month, 1,144 in Juutmrv, 1,193 in March, 
growing to 1,291 in April, Hhowing an in- 
crease of 500 persons since October lust. 
This alone would appear to be an indication 
of the improvement of trade, but tho port of 
Fusan being merely a trading place, and not 
a permnnent colony where tho cultivation of 
tho soil is required of ns, the prospect of 
trade cannot l>e judged by tho increase of 
population only. Can we judge it, then, by 
the increase or docrense of the amount of cx- 
porta aud imports ? 



The total ox port and import trade in Octo- 
ber last was 1*28,371 yon; in December, 
1-11,428 yen ; in February, 132,000 yon ; and 
in April, 137,146 yen. Thore is a slight in- 
crease to bo noticed this year, but there aro 
some articles which have to be reshipped to 
Japan, which average from MO to 1,000 yon 
per month. As to the diffcruuoe ic value 
between tho exports aud imports, wo see a 
worse result this year than last, the Corean 
demand having fallen off. In October last 
tho imports exceeded tho exports by moro 
than 7,000 yon and in December by over 
8,000 yen, but in February of this year tho 
balance of trado waa reversed, tho exports 
exceeding tho imports by nearly 3,01)0 yen, 
and in April by over 4.500 you ; therefore the 
increase in the total amount of tho imports 
and exports cannot be taken as an indication 
of the favourable prospects of the trade. 

Besides which, thoso imports comprise 
moro foreign goods than our own, tho latter 
lint reaching half tho amount of tho formor. 
I In order to show this difference, let us 
take tho month of October last as an example, 
when the total imports exceeded 09,000 yen, 
the foreign goods amounting to 57,000* yon. 
Though it may be .said that there has been a 
slight improvement this year, still of a littlo 
over 48,000 yon, which was the total amount 
of tho imports in March, about 37,000 yon 
was for foreign goods. Therefore our future 
efforts to reduce the imports of foreign goods 
will moot wiUi tho utmost difficulties ; and 
wo have a great task before us in order to 
import foreign and Japanese good* in equal 
proportions. Our Government, boing sensi- 
ble of this, bestows especial attention on the 
trade with Corea, and our merchant* there, 
knowing this, have established a Chamber of 
Commerce, hold friendly raeotings frequently, 
and strive in ovory way to improve Uio trade ; 
but if the tables givon are correct, wo cannot 
undertake to say that tho trade with Core* 
has manifested Bny signs of improvement 
from October to April last, a period of 210 
days. 

Such is tho lesult of tho trado at Fuaan, 
where the natives thoroughly understand the 
bonoGts to be derived from commerce. Can 
we then hope with confidence for tho future 
prosperity of trade at Gensanshin, with yel 
another port to be opened ? If we consider 
tho present condition, we cannot have much 
hopo for the future, but may suppose that 
tho general prospects may he soraowhat im- 
proved, Qonsanshin being near tho capital of 
the Corean kingdom aud tltoso merchants 
who aro going to resido thore being of a 
richer and higher class than the others ; to- 
gether with the fact that better regulations 
for oommorco shall be framed out of the 
experience gained by contact with the Coreans 
at Fusan. 

As regards our merchants at Fusan, they 
certainly would not prefer to import foreign 
goods in preference to our own, but owing to 
the choice of the Coreans being rather on the 
side of foreign goods than our own, they aro 
probably obligod to do contrary to their 
wishus, in order to suit the defnaud. So, 
notwithstanding the good advice of tho Con* 

'sul, and against their own wish, they have 

, been importing foreign goods greatly in ex- 
cess of our own. 

Ou further consideration of this matter, we 

■believe that although the Coreans in the 
interior may bo different in point of honesty 

J aud simplicity from those who lire ne.tr 
Fusan, who uavo had long intercourse with 

• These and etln-r figure* do not ngr.'.i with tho 
Table* given, out I eta do nothing but loavu tbeut 
m they aie.-Xa, 
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Japnncso and are acquainted with 
•till there will bo no difference in their par- 
tiality for foreign goods, no thoso gold by na 
at Fnoan have doubtlessly found their way 
into the capital and other large towns. Somo 
are compelled to conclnde that the result of 
the opening of tho now port and the obser- 
vance of tho improved regulations may appear 
in tho increase of imports and exports, bat 
it is impossible, while our own national pro- 
ductions rcmaiti unimproved, to prodnco ati 
entiro change of prospect, by reducing tho 
imports of foreign goods to one fourth or 
one fifth of our own. 

Wo shall have something farther to remark 
on this subject in our noxt issue. 

Even we, who arc not directly interested 
in tho Core/in trade, fool strougly tho im- 
portance of entirely withdrawing foreign 
good* from iho Corean market, in order to 
insure our prosperity there ; nnd we cannot 
help deploring that this cannot be done now. 
How much more, then, must this be felt by 
tho merchants who arc trading in Corca. 
However, neither the wish of the Chamber 
of Commerce, nor tho efforts of tho Consul 
at Fusan, can'nlter tho choice ol tho Coreans 
from foreign goods to our own j and of our 
imports there the former are always far in 
excess of tho latter. How difficult is tho 
trade with Core* I 

This wo believe, as we have said, arises 
from tho fact that our commerce with Corca 
was opened in the time of Shiraki and Koma 
(ancient kingdoms in Corca), which lias 
been continued above 2,000 years, and the 
two countries being closo to each other, with 
•onoowhat similar national customs and pro- 
ductions, they do not feel so much curiosity 
nnd convenience in our goods as they do in 
foreign goods. Thorefore it is certain so 
long as our manufactures aro not improved 
our goods cannot havo any weight in the 
Corean market, in spite of tho efforts of the 
Consul and the Chamber of Commorco* 

The policy of tho Coreans — upper nnd 
lower classes alike— is tho closing of their 
ports and the expulsion of foreigners; bo 
they dislike America and Franco as serpents, 
and hate Russia and England as demons, 
strongly resembling our own condition dur- 
ing the period of Kayei (1848-53) ; however, 
it is evident that a littlo country like Core* 
cannot keep for long her stupid policy 
against tho tide and wind of the world. 

Notwithstanding, whether through peace- 
ful moans or warlike force, if a port is ouco 
opened to the nations of Europe and Ame- 
rica, their influence will bo sure to produce 
a revolution in her policy, unexpected to the 
Coreans, and will move her towards tho path 
of civilization. This wo know from our own 
experience, in what has taken placo in our 
own country during the lust ten yenrs. Then 
the now things to be undertaken by Corca 
will bo tho reorganization of her army and 
navy, the establishment of scientific schools, 
and the construction of railways and tele- 
graphs ; and tho merchandise to be demand- 
ed by her will necessarily bo arms, medicines, 
scientific instruments, iron and glass ware, 
korosiuu oil, sugar, blankets, and all other 
article* of European and American produc- 
tion. 

It is well as long as our merchants con- 
tinue to hold the monopoly of the Corean 
trade, and act tho part of brokers for mer- 
chandise from abroad, but it will not be 
many years before a treaty of eornmerco is 
forced npon Corea by Russia, England, 
America and Franco, m will ho scon from 
our correspondence from Corea (is well as 
tho foreign news, given in our columns from 



So it will not bo long before 
and Americans shall establish 
in Corca, where their merchandise 
shall bo directly imported by thomselvcB, 
when there will bo an end to our brokoring 
business. What result will we see iu tho 
amount of imports and exports, if our trade 
remains till then in the same condition as 
at present ? 

If wo compare tho amounts of imports and 
exports during March and April last, wu will 
find that tho total amount of exports in 
March and April was 63.402 and 01,290 yen 
respectively, whilo that of the imports in 
tho same period is only 5,394 and 4,288 yon ; 
and tho round sums of 50,00") and 80,000 
yen, tho difforence between them, being paid 
I in specio by us to tho Coreans, will serve 
las their funds wherewith to purchase more 
I foreign goods. Everybody who has seen 
' the tables of imports aii'i exports at Fusan 
| should be aware of this deplorable fact, and 
jthis only after a few years' intercourso with 
that country. 

Although, therefore, the number of set- 
tlors has ten increasing and tho general 
condition of things seems improving, the 
commerco thcro can not be taken as an en- 
couragcraont of catcrpriso abroad to all 
merchants. Such is tho fact at prosont, so 
when wo shall come to witness tho sad event 
of our brokerago of foreign goods being 
destroyed and our merchants being driven 
out of tho field by tho new comers — tho 
Europeans and tho Americaus — and tho 
money expended hitherto ou the Corcan 
commerco by our government and pooplo 
turn ont to be mcro water floss. Besides, 
our failure in Corca will greatly discourage 
our foreign trade in tho future, and hindor 
tho growth of our general commerco, of 
which wo havo no doubt. 

In order to prevent the future failure, to 
maintain tho trade in Fusan, to secure our 
prosperity at Octisanshin, and another port 
yet to bo opened, and to contond successfully 
against tho smart Englishmen and Ameri- 
cans, and tho cunning Russians and French- 
men, who will establish themselves there 
and will try to doprive us of our commercial 
advantages, what means will servo tho pur- 
pose best ? We believe if our patriotic 
people will, with united effort, giro attention 
to tho mining of motels, and tho grazing of 
cattle, to tho cultivation of waste lands, and 
to tho establishment of manufactories, whore 
arms, medicines, scientific instruments, iron 
and glass ware, korosino oil, sugar, blankets, 
and any other such articles as arc imported 
from Europe and America, can be produced, 
whereby wo can prevent tho excossivo im- 
ports of goods into our own country, and 
thora is no reason why we, who aro only at 
a distance: of 18 ri from the Corean market, 
cannot cope with the Europeans aud tho 
Americans, who are many thousand r! away 
and therefore compelled to spend a great 
deal of time and money in coming there, 
provided we form a large " Corean Trading 
" Society," and find out the taste and fancy 
of tho Coreans. 

Resides, the Coreans being people of 
simple nnd economical habits, they would 
i rot enre whether the articles were of Euro- 
pean or Japanese make, so long as they 
j were handy and convenient, and the prices 
! cheap. Also our national productions, which 
| will suit the tsslo of the Coreans, are not I 
I wanting. Indeed, our merchants being na- 
turally only accustomed to tho sitting trade i 
(meaning trado nt home), and not to the 



foreigners ; and now what would 
as the step of trading abroad anfl its en- 
couragement, breaking tho old dull custom, 
can bo sought nowhere except in our trade 
iu Corea. 

At this threatening moment, whon the smart 
Englishmen and Americans aro about to enter 
into commerce with Corea and encroach upon 
our trado, it is generally considered that tho 
best way to prepare ourselves for a successful 
contention against these powerful rivals is to 
create perfect unity among ourselves, and to 
carrv out every moasuro of improvomont, 
destroying all evil practises which may exist ; 
and in order to create this unity it is neces- 
sary to hold frequent social gathering*. Upon 
this principle, a society call tho Olmwakn (tea- 
drinking and talking club) was recently 
established, beaded by some fifteen gentle- 
men, both official and non-official ; and a 
meeting is held twice n month, in which 
every member is froo to amuse himself in any 
way ho pleases, — such as lecturing, discuss- 
ing, playing checkers, oxoreising penman- 
ship, and making poems, — and there is to bo 
no ceremonial restraint. This institution 
appears to havo mot with good success, for 
the number of the members is increasing 
gradually, and it is confidently expected that 
the objoct in view will bo accomplished at 
last. 

As to commerco, there has been very littlo 
business since my last report, nnd tho market 
prices remain tho sifrno ; hiowovor, as a general 
reduction of market prices at homo if report- 
ed by tho last mail, thoy will bo also roduood 
hero. 

The average number of arrivals and depar- 
tures of Bhips from and for Japan has been 
00 each, per month, but iu March last there 
were arrivals of 60 junks, 1 sailing ship of 
foreign construction, and 2 steamers ; and 
departures of 01 junks, I sailing ship of 
foreign construction, and 2 stoamers. In 
April last there were arrivals of 60 junks, 7 
sailing ships of foreign construction, and 2 
steamers ; and doparturos of 123 junks, 9 
sailing ships of foreign construction, and 2 
steamers. — Wwjo Nexrt Trantlation. 



Wo learn that Mr. O. B. Emory, who has 
for several years past occupied the post of 
Agent to tho Oriental and Occidental Steam- 
ship Company, and for somo timo filled tho 
same position for the Pacific Mail Company's 
Steamers, has been appointed Agent to the 
former Company at Yokohama, in place of 
Mr. Center. It is also stated Mr. C. H. 
Has well, from the Yokohama office succeeds 
to the agency at this port. The transference 
of Mr. Emory will remove from onr midst 
one of tho most popular of our American resi- 
dents, whose gonial manners and genuine 
worth have drawn around him a Inrge circle of 
friends. To those who remember the first con- 
cert at which Mr. Emory wielded a how and 
" brought down tho house," it will be un- 
necessary to speak of tho gnat delight bo 
has often occasioned to renl lovers of music 
in I >i is innsiml Colony. This accomplished 
amateur has for years been one of tho great 
supporters of tho musical entertainments 
belli hero, and his ready aid will bo sadly 
missed by nil. Our Yokohama friends may 
bo congratulated upon their acquisition. Mr. 
Emoiy will carry with him tho good wishes 
of n largo circle of friends and ac-juaintanee* 
for his continued welfare and success iu tho 



walking trado (meaning trade abroad), the I for his continued welfare and success iu tho 
advantage, have always beou soiled by the I new sphere of his duties. China Mail. 
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covery of moneys 
lulently obtained, 



Tokio Saidansbo. 



Before InsDA, President. 

Bktwbes tub Netherlands Trading Societt, 
plaintiff, and Mrrstri IIachikobmox, Tsiji 
•fusion. Tabata Kkxzo, Auao Kamkjibo, 
Tscrcoka SnTMPACHi, and Katsi-mata 
Seisabueo, defendants. 

This is an action for the r 
alleged to lmvo been frau 
and for Uio redistribution of tho assets of a 
bankrupt estate. The judgment of tho Conrt 
is as follows : — 

1. Tho principal allegation of the plaintiffs' 
counsel is that Tsnji Jnnichi and others, 
Mori of tho Tokio shosha, hearing that tho 
broker, Shimada Koisuke, had preferred a 
petition against them in tho district oflico on 
tho 30th January, called a meeting at the 
house of Katsunuita on tho 2nd February, 
and informed tho party of Mitani Sankuro 
that Bhonld an action bo brought in respect 
of tho oil transaction, it would not ouly bo 
prejudicial to the Bhosha, bat that Milan is 
business secrets would bo divulged, which 
would be very undesirable ; that thereupon 
Kato Tashichi took the opportunity of in- 
troducing his difficulty in procuring a loan 
from the plaintiffs in Yokohama without tho 
assistance of tho defendants, and proposed 
that if, when tho plaintiffs' messenger Bhould 
some to Tokio to inspect tho oil, the defen- 
dants would tell him he would bo safo in ad- 
vancing money on security of tho oil, ho, 
Kato Yashichi, would get Shimada Keisnko 
to withdraw his potition ; that the defendants 
agreed to this proposition ; that even sup- 
posing Shimada's petition was not filed until 
after the 30th January, it was certain that h« 
had been making complaints as early as the 
19th January ; and that thoreforo, at the 
meeting above referred to, the defendants 
and the party of Mitani agreed to assist ono 
another, the defendants by undertaking to 
doceive tho plaintiffs' messenger, and Yashi- 
chi by undertaking to pacify Kcisuke, and 
that thus a conspiracy was entered into by 
which the plaintiffs wore defrauded. 

The Court, however, boos ovidonce to the 



contrary, and cauuot accept the 



as facts ; for Mori Seiitsycmon stated 
on the 3rd May, 1*30, that on the 30th 
January, 1873, bo and Fujita Jihei went to 
imt, and spending ono night there, 
upon Mr. Sohnell on tho following 
g, tho 31st, after which Jihei wont 



morning, tlio 31st, 
alone to the office of tho plaintiffs, and re- 
turned to Tokio abeul noon with tho informa- 
tion that tho plaintiffs' interpreter, by name 
Bada, was coming to Tokio to exam in© tho 
oil : — Fujita Jihei Btatod, also on the 3rd 
May, 1860, that about tho 27th January, 
1873, he wont to Yokohama with Mori Soi- 
sayomon and others, that ho went alono to 
the office of the plaintiffs, and that after 
making arrangements to borrow tho money, 
ho returned to Tokio by tho 10 o'clock train. 

Though tho evidence of these two witnesses 
is at variance as to the date, thoy agree in 
saying that Fnjitn alone went to tho offico of 
tho plaintiffs ; so there can bo no doubt on 
that point. Bearing this iu mind, it is seen 
by tho record of the judgmont of tho Court 
of the Judicial Dapurtmont in tho case of 
Pistorius verm* Mitnni Sankuro iu 1873, 
that Historian, on the 17th February, 1874, 
the following statement to that Conrt ; 



— " tho first proposal thoy made to me to 
" borrow money was on the 2nd February, 
" 1873." 

Again, on the 10th February, 1874, Bada 
Kcisuke handnd to the same Court a memo- 
randum of tho transaction, in which appears 
the following statoment : — "About 10 o'clock 
a.m., 2nd February, 1873, mooting with Pis 
torins, Ac. ; Fnjita Jihoi camo on behalf of 
Mitnni Sankuro, Ac. ; in cotiBcqiietico of ap- 
plication mado by Fujita, went with him to 
Mitnni, Ac." 

These two gontlemen are dead; but the 
time at which thoy mado the foregoing 
■Uttcmonts was not retnoto from tho time at 
which tho affair took place; their stntoineuts, 
therefore, will not bo far from the truth. 

Comparing tho statements of these four, 
and remembering tho circumstances in evi- 
lenco as to what took place, tho Court is 
convinced that tho titno at which Fujita made 
the application to the plaintiffs on Mitani's 
behalf, and tho time at which Bada docid- 
ed to go to Tokio to ascertain tho exist- 
ence of tho oil which was to be mado security 
for tho proposed loan to Mitaui, was, as 
a matter of fact, tho forenoon of tho 2nd 
February, 1873; and that at which Fujita 
returned to Tokio was tho afternoon of the 
same day. Now bearing in mind that the 
meeting at Kataumataya also took place at 
about a.m. on tho aamo day, that is on tho 
2nd February, 1873, it would appear that the 
two meetings, tho ono at Tokio, and other 
at Yokohama, took place almost simul- 
taneously. 

Now Tokio and Yokohama being several 
miles apart, how could Yashichi know of the 
plaintiffs' messenger's proposed visit to Tokio 
when ho attended tho meeting at Katsu- 
mataya without having beou in communica- 
tion with him ? It is simply an impossibility 
that be Could have dono so. Honco it is 
clear that tho arrangement alloged to Uavo 
come to at Katsumataya could not have 
, for there was nothing upon which 
the same, 
the contrary is provod by Shi- 
co himself, who stated that ho 
did not file any petition until tho 27th 
February, 1873. 

From these considerations the court ia 
compelled to artivo at tho conclusion that 
Watanabo Yashichi's evidence is artificial, 
and that no conspiracy was outorod into at 
Katsuinatoya whereby the plaintiffs' messen- 
ger was to bo deceived. 

2. The plaintiffs' counsel contends that as 



to be good reason for it. 
counsel alleges in his argument that Wata- 
nabo Ynsbichi and Fujita Jihei, leaving Bada 
at Kayotei, wont to tho shosha, and saw 



tho defendants know of Bada's proposed visit 
to tho shosha, thoy went to tho ontranoe to 
recoivo him on his arrival there on tho 3rd 
February, 1873; in other words that the 
respect thoy showed him in going out to 
meet him is evidence of the existence of a 
fraudulent scheme. 

But it being provod that the dofondants 
were not aware of Bada's coming when they 
mot at Katsumataya, and that they bad 
entered into no conspiracy with Yaahichi, it 
is evident that they had no reason oithor to 
anticipate his visit or to receive him with par- 
ticular attention. At that time there were no 
special rules for tho reception of strangers 
or visitors at tbo shosha; and consequently 
there was nothing strange in their " Going 
out to the front cntratico to receive Bada." 
Tho court therefore cannot accept tho sugges- 
tion of counsel that the defendant's manner 
of receiving. Bada is evidence of the exis- 
tence of an underhand scheme. 

Evon assuming that tho defendants were 
aware of Bada's coming, and that they did 
receive him iu the manner 



Tabata and Arao, to 

that the plaintiffs' messenger was ooming to 
the shosha to ascertain tho quantity of oil 
deposited with tbo shosha, and tho amount 
paid for the same, and asked whether it 
wonld bo convenient to receive him ; to 
which ohquiry they received a reply 
to tho effect that although all the lodori 
had not yet arrived, Bada might come. 
From the statement of the plaintiffs' oonn- 
sol himself therefore, it would appear that 
Yashichi montionod Bada's visit on the 3rd 
February, that is, on tho day on which 
tho visit was made. Tho tone in which 
bo spoke to the defendants was an ordinary 
ono ; and hence tho defendants learned of 
Bada's coming almost accidentally. It it 
only natural that after this thoy should have 
expected his arrival. 

Wo come to the conclusion, therefore, that 
tho statomont of tho counsel of the plaintiffs 
that tho defendants purposoly went out to 
meet Bada is, after all, a more conjecture. 

3. The plaintiffs' counsel alleges that the 
dofondants gave false answers to Bada's ques- 
tions about tho oil ; and that they did so in 
furtherance of their undertaking, mado at 
Katsumataya, to doceive Bada Keisuke and 
thus assist Mitani. But we have already 
conclndod that tho defendants did not at the 
time know of Bada's coming ; and that con- 
sequently no fraud could have been oonoooted; 
also that thoir meeting him at the Shosha 
was accidental. 

Looking at tbo manner of their disconrso 
from this position it wonld appear that 
though Bada's chief object was to ascertain 
whether the plaintiffs might safely tain) 
tho oil as security for their proposed loan 
to Mitani, ho nevor stated that object 
to the dofondants ; and "it was natural 
that the defendants should have failod to 
perceive the deeper bearing of his enquiries. 
And that being so, it was sufficient for thorn 
to answer tho questions they were asked; 
and it was unnecessary for them to go further, 
and impart information whioh was not sought. 

According to the rales of the shosha, ofl 
was bought and sold through the medium 
of brokers. So also this oil whioh Mitani 
>urchssed. and pledged to Mitani A Co. 
surity for a loan, had first to bo handed 

lastly to be delivered to the shosha. 
sqnently tho defendants' reply to the 
question put to them by Bada, namoly, whe- 
ther the oil was deliverable to Mitani, was 
not an irrelevant one, seeing that thoy stated 
that tho oil would bo delivered to Mitani in 
ordinary course and providod the rales of 
the shosha were observed. 

The three letters pnt forward by the 
plaintiffs' counsel as having been addressed 
at that timo by Tabata Kenzo to Kato Ya- 
shichi are unworthy to be 
donee of the existence of 

fraud. 

Again, though tho plaintiffs' counsel 
allegus that tho defendants verbally under- 
took to repay the money borrowed by Mitani 
from the plaintiffs, that allegation cannot be 
ontertained in viow of the actual oiroam- 
staucos of the cose, and of the reasons upon 
which the judgment of tho court of the 
judicial department is based. We therefore 
conclude that thoro never was such an under- 

4. The plaintiff's counsol oon tends that 
stated, "there ! even assuming the defendants practised no 

Digitized byCjOO; 
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fraud upon the plaintiffs, still, the latter 
have a right to bo paid the money of wtiich 
the/ wcro defrauded by Mitani Sunkuro, 
been MO Mitani was inadu liankrupt on the 
ground that he had obtained that monoy by 
fraud. And ho supports that argument by 
citing a clause of tho Code to tbo cff. ee that 
all property obtained by fraud shall bo re- 
turned to the rightful owner. Ho tberoforo 
demand* a redistribution of Mitmii's estate. 
But Mitani was adjudged bankrupt under 
tbo 24Gth clause of the Amended Code, which 
clause applies exclusively to tho improper 
use of written documents, and is inapplica- 
ble to obtaining mouoy by deception and 
false pretences. The clauso cited is there- 
fore irrelevant to the present case, aud can- 
not govern our judgment. 

Moreover" tho Civil Courts hare nlroady 
delivered judgment in the matter of Mitaui'a 
debt to tho plaintiffs ; aud the plaintiff* have 
endorsed the document marked B, thereby 
acquiescing in tho order that they are to bo 
repaid when Mitani shall recover his lost 
estate. Consequently it is ret judiciifo, and 
cannot again bo adjudicated upon. 

Wo conclude, therefore, that tho plaintiff 
bavo no right to claim a redistribution 
of tho assets of Mitaui's estate. 

5. For the foregoing reasons tho claim of 
tho plaintiffs' counsel is rejected, and the 
plaintiffs are ordered to pay the defendants' 
expenses. 

Dated 6th July, 1880. 

TOKIO SAIBANSHO [Seal]. 



Ik thi U. S. Cossular-Gesiral Court. 

Before Gen. T. B. Vax Bcrkk, OomuLOeneral, 
Friday, July ltth, 1880. 
E. H. Hopss vs. Wm. L. Clark. 

The petition stated that defendant from 
the 1st September, 1877, to 31st October, 
1879, sated as plaintiff's agent in tbo busi- 
ness management of the Tokio Timet, and in 
that quality collected money for plaintiff ; 
that on the 31st October, 1879, tho contract 
ended, and the books were turned over by 
defendant to plaintiff, who found the account 
erroneous, and after giving defendant credit 
for every thing doe to him, bo remains plain- 
tiff's debtor for 9380.38. 

Dofendant in bis answer denied that his 
contract with plaintiff came to an end on the 
31st Ootober, 1879, and also that ho had 
given np the books. Uo alleged that tho 
books had been removed without his know- 
ledge, and ho knew of no errors in the 
books. Ho bad performed several extra ser- 
vices for plaintiff, for which oxtra compensa- 
tion was duo to him and had been claimed 
by him. 8noh compensation plaintiff tried 
now to evade. Defendant asked that the 
plaintiff's suit bo dismissed, and plaintiff 
ordered to pay costs. 

Mr. Hill appeared for plaintiff ; 
appeared in person. 

Counsel for plaintiff briefly stated the sub- 
ject in dispute and offered to bring evidence. 

Defondant asked that the plaintiff bo pro- 
eluded from giving any ovidenoe with regard 
to the chum moutioned in the petition, be- 
cause defendant had on the 7th July last 
demanded from plaintiff's counsel a detailed 
statement of tho claim preferred agaiust 
him, to which request he had received l 
verbal reply fn n counsel that be, counsel 
did not know what dofendant meant as dc 
fondant knew well thai he owod the money. 



Mr. Hill did not admit having received any 
hiwIi written request as now mentioned by 
defendant. 

Defendant called for an account, which 
had been shown him originally, and which 
materially diffurod from the memo, now 
in bis possession. 

Mr. Hill denied the existouco of any such 
account. 

The Court ordered that the caso be pro- 
ceeded with and that if it be attempted by 
defendant to provo tho existence of an account 
different from the informal memorandum 
now in his hands, ho shall bo entitled to 
oak for an adjournment in order that ho may 
bo furnished with such account. 

Mr. Hill then proceeded to read a letter 
from plaintiff to defendant, dated tho 1st 
September, 1877, and defendant's response 
dated the 7th September, 1877, which two 
documents counsel considered constituted 
tho contract between the partios. 
These documents run as follows : — 

"Yokohama, September 1st, 1877. 
W. L. Clark, Esq. 

[>bau Sin :— In accordance with the understand- 
ing of our conversation respecting your assumption 
of the busine«* management of tho Tvkiv Timet. I 
desire to Bet down the terms upon which I believe 
u couBent to undertake that duty. I shall be 
oblige*! if yon will let me kuow that the terms 
arc acceptable and agreeable to you. 

Tou will keep the books aud regulate the ac- 
counts of the business, in such form that it will be 
plain at the end of each mouth in what condition 
the affair* stand. You will arrange for the collec- 
tion of all outstanding accounts, and of those thnt 
may require collection in the future, aad will en- 
deavour to have them settled with all convenient 
promptness. 

You will receive from uie in such periodical pay- 
ments as thai) suit your own wishes, the Bum of 
$2SO annually, daring the continuance of your 
engagement, and also 6 per cent, of all 



19 was shown on which was the following 
ontry 30th April, 1878 : " balance to my ac- 
count $203.28." 

Both parties admitted that the book is 
tho cash book of tho Tokio Timet agency. 

Mr. Hill next submitted the letter-press 
book page 52, containing a letter from de- 
fendant to plaintiff, dated 4th May 1878, 
reading as follows : 

"4th May, 187a 

Dear Mr. House, 

Please receive memo, for April : 

Balance from March $131.26 

196.61 



Total ... 
Paid out for : 

i Postage 

E. H. House 

Expenses, including Wntana- 
bes faros to Tokio 



$ 72.13 
25.60 

26.80 



12V49 



actually paid in aud received on account of tht 
ToHo Tim**, that is to say 5 per cent, of all moneys 
collected for subscriptions or advertisements i the 
same to be deducted from the said amounts at the 
time of their collection or receipt and retained by 
you, the balance being transferred to my account. 

I also under Hand that, in addition to the (nisi- 
noss of the Totio Times, you will kindly give mt 
your assistance in the adjustment of certain preli. 
miliary affairs in connection with Mr. J. W. Hall 
the exact settlement of which will present some 
difficulties which my experience is not equal to. 
Those are r 1st the winding up of all accounts with 
Mr. Hull, which relate to my newspaper business; 
2nd the completion of arrangements for payment 
of various sums of money lent by me to Mr. Hall 
and partly secured by mortgages. So far as thine 
matters do not concern the Tokio Tima, of course 
I ask only for your friendly counsel, and do not 
wish to imply that a positive obligation exists on 
your part. 

At the termination of our engagement, It is un- 
derstood that accounts dating within your term, 
the amounts of which shall be subsequently col- 
lected, shall be subject to the before-montioned 
commission of 5 per cent, payable to you. 

I am, Ac. 
(Signed) E. H. Housa. 

Yokohama, September 7, 1877. 

E. n. House, Esq. 

DxAa Sib :— Replying to yours of the 1st, noting 
your views as to terms on which we are to base our 
business transactions in tho matter of the Tokio 
Tima. I desire to confirm the same, simply naming 
in addition that my freedom to attend to outside 
business in other affairs of my own is admitted. 

Aud if in the settlement of other matters referred 
to in your letter I can be of service, my efforts ore 

I am, Ac, 
(Signed) W. L. Clam. 
Dofendant horo admitted the correctness 




Mr. Hil 
letter $203 



of tho first item on tho 
Utnod cash $104.00" 

Mr. Hill called Mr. House, tho plaintiff, 
to whom be submitted tho cash-book, Pago 



CLABK. 

stated tliat the balance in tho 
!8 corresponds with the balance 
just quoted from the cash book. The balance 
in the letter is wrong, it should bo $303.28 
and implies nn error of $100. 

Mr. llill next submitted entries in the cash 
book page 3(3 and in tho ledger page 179: 
horo is also on error of $100, the ledger 
showing a collection of $100 more than 
entered in the cash book. The ledger has 
2 items : — • 

Gaimusho 15 copies to Juno 

30th, 1880 $180.00 

• • ■ * > . • 10.40 

Total ... r . $190.40 
But tbo corresponding date in the cash 
book referring to the proper page in tho 
ledger has only $90.40, difference $100. 

The next item is an entry in the cash 
book under October, 1878 whero plaintiff is 
credited with only $147 instead of $157, 
orror in defendant's favor of $10. 

Again in April, 1879 there is a similar 
deficiency of $10, the amount collected being 
$238.33, but plaintiff only being croditcd 
with $228.33. 

Again in December, 1878, the ledger 
shows a collection of $3 from the British 
Legation, which is not onto rod iu the cash 
book. 

Alio in tho aamo month a collection of 
$3.00 from Mr. Mouuaey, of which no ac- 
couut is given cither iu tho cash book or to 
plaintiff. 

In tho ledger, March, 1879, thoro is a 
collection of $f..00 from Sato Monotaro, of 
is uo trace in the cash book, 
book for Soptombor, 1877 con- 
tains an entry to defendant's credit : " $42.40 
general oxponsos," for which no vouchors are 
furnished. 

Tho day book for Soplomber, 1879 has an 
entry iu tho following terms : " Extra-allow- 
anco for tho year ending 10th August— 
$100 ;" this allowunco is wholly disputed by 
the plaintiff. 

Tho same book for tho samo month has 
the following entry : " For examination of 
and roport on the title to No. 44— $25," 
which claim is likewise disputed by ] 

The cash book for February, 187 
item : " Qatttio $3.00," which disbursement 
was uovor authorized by plaintiff. 
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" 0<iMttU 93.00" of which claim 31.00 is like- 
wise disputed. Likewise in September 1879 
there is an ontry: "Japan Gazette, a.m. edi- 
tion $1.00," end in October the same year a 
similar ontry for 31, both claims disputed. 

In June 1879, there is a charge for 2 
months, " watering, $1," which in disputed, 
and again in September the same year a 
similar entry also for $1, both disputed 

In February 1878 there is a charge in 
favour of a Japanese printing company for 
924. it is claimed that t\M in the rat* of 
exchauge between dollars and yen arc un- 
accounted for. 

Mr. House, sworn :— As to tho item of 
942.40 charged by defendant in general ex- 
penses, I havo seen no vouchors and received 
no explanations. Tho money hvs been retain- 
cd by defendant without my consent. As to 
tho item of 5100 charged by defendant for 
tho past year's extra service*. I received a 
letter from defendant, claiming such com- 
pensation ; I wrote an answer, which must 
bo in defendant's possession. 

Defendant produced letter, which was read, 
and in which plaintiff promises vorbally to 
giro a definite answer. 

Examination of Mr. Tloaso continued: — 
No final agreement was ever come to be- 
tween us. Mr. Watanabe, whose absence front 
the Tokio Tinut office in Yokohama had by 
plaintiff been made pretext for tho claim for 
compensation, wa 
by me removed 

afterwards discovered that defendant 
helped himself to tho compensation, and 
then I considered it proper to discontinue 
Liu services. I accordingly wrote to him 
on the 15th September 187'J to closo up tho 
Yokohama office. 

Letter called for, produced by defendant 
and read. 

Mr. Hill now produced a letter from de- 
fendant dated the 16th September, 1879, 
which ho considered to bo an answer to 
plaintiff's letter of the 15th, and in which 
defendant suggested that tho closing of the 
office sbonld take place at the end of some 
month. 

Mr. House : — After that 1 directed that 
the office should be closed op on the 31st 
October, 1879. The day-book for 13th 
September, 1879, shows that tho commission 
charge amounting $210.47 shoald be 9199,46, 
the difference being 911.01. The commis- 
sions ran from September, 1877, to Sep- 
tember 30th, 1879. The first charge of $3. 
mentioned above, in favour of the GazetU, was 
for a Hong List : I hod one already, which 
defendant coutd have had on application. 
Tbe expense was not authorized, nor was 
tho chargo for the morning edition of the 
Oautte, nor for watering tho streets. Than 
is a charge in tho cash book for " adverti- 
sing 93.00;" but I was only fnrnishod 
voucher for 92.00. There is also a charge 
of 924 for printing : the account was origi- 
nally in yen, and tho difference in oxebange 
is 51.38. In August, September, t letober, 
NovemW and December 1878 the cash-book 
has entries of $1.00 each month for " assis- 
tance in mailing work," of which I know 
nothing. It was understood, that defen- 
dant's own servant should do certain work 
for the Tokio Time*, and that defen- 
dant should chargo mo proportionately. 
Tho first clinrgo made was " 52.50, ono 
month's half share of boy's salary," from 
which I was led to believe that tho month's 
salary was 95 Although the boy did not 
devote half hi.i time to mo, I was willing to 
pay half of his wages. Presently the charge 



against mo was increasod to 33, then to 94, 
and again to 95, without my being consulted, 
the fact being that the salary of the boy was 
for tho greater part of the time 95 per month 
and never more than $6. 

Examination of plaintiff by his counsel 
continued : — As to the boy's wages I find 
myself charged with $103 ; the boy received 
140 yen and as I was willing to pay half 
his wages, hut not more, I was griovously 
overcharged. As to defendant's chargo of 
325 for examining and repotting upon tittle- 
deed ; I had bought a certain property, nnd 
I Hiked defondant to ascertain in tho Br 
Consulate, whether' tho tittle-deeds wcro in 
order. I have disallowed the charge 
I consider it exorbitant. — When establishing 
my paper, I allowed tho sum of 5 yen a week 
as a regular expenditure for ]iostage, and 
I allowed, during tho months previous to Mr. 
Clark taking charge of the business manage- 
ment, newspapers to go out to make up 
to 5 yon every week. When Mr. Clark took 
over tho management, I mode no mention of 
this arrangement but continued it as before ; 
the postage was subsequently roduoed by Go- 
vernment, but I increased tho numbor of free 
papers, which I sent out, so that tho woekly 
ontlay should bo tho same. Before Mr. Clark 
took charge, the postage never exceeded 5 
yon a weok, nor did it after his departure ; 
but Mr. Clark's postoge-chargo is on an 
average $7.50 a week, that is from com- 
mencement of 1878 to end of October 1879 
Mr. Clnrk's total chargo is $743.50.— Defen- 
dant has claimed as a set-off a certain amount 
of commission on money ooming in : I find 
in tho lodger undor tho hoad of the Oknrasho 
that this department is vhargod with $1000, 
a chargo which I nover authorized. Defen- 
dant knew that I hod increased the number 
of free papers I sent out ; he always objected 
to free papers being sont, and often requested 
me to euter a claim for papers which I had 
sent oat gratis and for which I had no claim 
at all, I have therefore struok out that 
entry in the ledger. — In tho day-book for 
September 1879, Mr. Clark has charged, as 
already montionod, $100 for a year's extra 
services, and ho has besides charged for one 
month at tho thus arbitrarily increased rate 
$29.25 instead of the usual chargo of $20.83, 
making an overcharge of $8.42. 

Mr. Hill to Court: — So far your Honour 
I havo examined plaintiff on the memorial 
lent me for that purposo by defendant. 

Plaintiff in cross-examination by dofon- 
dant :— You havo sent mo monthly reports 
from you of your management of the Tokio 
Time*. I am not now in possession of your 
report for the month of September 1877, 
but 1 will allow your copy. I don't re- 
momber how far any documents 
panied that report. I don't 
whether your now disputed charge of 942 
for general expenses was proven! by vou- 
chers to that report. In answer to your 
letter of tho 19th August, 1879, in which 
yon made a chargo for extra services, I nover 
gave my consent, I told you that I would 
not assert to it, nnd you informed mo 
that you had already entered it on the books. 
One of tho steps I then took to closo my 
Yokohama offico was that I notified Moikle- 
john that I should not want tho office after 
a certain date. He then informed mo, 
that ho had hoard so from you already. 
My statement that from tho 1st September 
1877 to tho end of October 1879 you wero 
only entitled to 9199.40 in commission is 
founded upon an extract of all tho amounts 
with 



amounted to $4,010.94, upon which you are 
entitled to 5 per cent, commission. But a 
deduction is to bo mado of the sum of $21, 
entcrod twice on the receipt side of the cash- 
book, respectively in October and December 
1877; when this amount is deducted the 
correct figure of receipts is 93,989.29 and 
the 5 per cent, commission thereon is $199.46. 
— 1 may havo used tbe Hong List oc- 
casionally on my visits to Yokohama. — I 
enn't say whother the morning edition of tho 
Gazette was in tho offico or not ; I was not in 
tho habit of consulting it with regard to 
shipping or exchange. — As to my being 
charged $3.00 to tho Qaielle and only finding 
voucher for 92.00, I cannot say whether I v 
during that month sent for two oxtra num- 
bers of tho Mail Summary. — My impression 
is that when you took charge my own servant 
boy was not in tho office, but came some 
since afterwards, at the ond of 1877.— The 
interpreter Watanabe camo, I think, to tho 
oflico at tho beginning of 1878. Ho was 
engaged by me as translator and not for any 
other work. (Defendant here produced and 
road a letter from plaintiff dated July 1878 
in which it is said that Watanabe wants to go 
in tho country, and will procure a substitute 
to assist in mailing Ac.) 1 understand that 
Watanabe, after he went to No. 16, not only 
translated, but also assisted in other offioe 
work, which was no part of his original eu- 
gagemont, and which ho was not obliged to 
do. I always understood that tho wrapping 
etc. of the newspaper was done by you. 
After Watanabe bad gone in the country ho 
never came bock to me.— I cannot give the 
cxnot postage account* for tho 3rd or 4th 
quarter 1877. (Shown entry in day-book 
for Docembor 1877 by which plaintiff is cre- 
dited with 966.66 paid in amount of post- 
age for last quarter.) I cannot remember 
to have paid that amount, but probably I 
have as yon have credited me with it. 
(Shown a memo, in plaintiff's handwriting 
stating that post* ge paid during the quarter 
ending September 1877 amounted to 996.78). 
I remember one quarter that my post- 
ago amounted to yen 200. The fact is that 
until you took charge I did not keep 
my Tokio Timet postage account separated 
from my other postage, which is always 
large. After I removed to Tokio my postage 
expense increased by the forwarding of ma- 
nuscript copy and returning of proof. I 
- the free list. Both 



you and Mr. Cole wrote me frequent 
I cannot tell the number of copies published 
by me when you took chargo. I think 
that during your charge my free list 
was so increased as to bring my postage, 
after tho price had been reduced by govern- 
ment, up to the aamo 5 yon a week as before. 
I think tho increase sufficed to make up a 
circulation of 350 copios. On a average there 
about 50 copies in tbe 
I was not in the habit to aend to you 
frequently for extra oopies of the paper. 
(Defondant here produced several memos, of 
dates on which ho on plaintiffs request had 
sont extra-copies to plaintiff.) The free list 
was sometimes reduced by orders to your- 
self, sometimes by order to Moiklojobn to 
print 25 copies less. I ordered you to 



sond an »xtra-copy to I 
Mr. Hill called 

Tokitojiro, a Japanese, who said that he 
in Clark's service from tho timo Mr. 
Clark bad a godowu at No. 44 and until 
November 1879. In September 1877 ho 
went with Mr. Clark to 
offico at No. 16 ; his 
5.00 ; ' 
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yen COO ; the two following month* ho had Jo'y 12. Jap. str. Si.mincyr-.Varu. Fmhro. from 
yen 5.00 a month, in December again yen \ ] .' """date, Wiiils and General, to M. B. M. S. S. 
COO and in 1879 he bad sometimes yen 
600 a montb, mostly yen 5.00. Hii 



Co. 



work was bo divided Hint Mr. Clark occupied 
two-thirds of bis time, and the Tukio T.'nr-i 
oiic-third. On the 8tb November, 1879, the 
Totio Timet office wss abut up, and bo was 
discharged, lie got do other money from 
Mr. Clark tban what just stated. 

Cross-examined by defendant :— My work 
for Tekio Tiuut consisted in wrapping np for 
mailing copic* of the newspaper every Satur- 
day ; I also carried letter* about the settle- 
ment and collected bills. I also did little jobs 
between the shipping and shore. 1 oponed and 
cleaned the office every day. I never received 
one oont. from you besides my wages. I often 
stayed very late at the office, so late indeed 
that the poliie used to come to see what I 
was doing so late. 

Adjourned until Wednesday, the 21st inst., 
at 10 a.m. 



July 12, Jnp ftr. Aiuiniu Mani, Davison, 69 i, from 
Kobe, Mnila ond General, to M B. M. S. >i. Co. 



Walantnura-lUru, t'hristenseii, 
Mail* aod General, to M. li. M. 



The P. d O. Co.'s steamer Ravenna left for 
Shanghai this moruiug (9th July) with Colo- 
nel C.G. Gordon, 'CD., R.K., on board, en 
route to Pekiug. The Ravcuna is the most 
recent addition to the Company's fleet, and 
from her performances during this, her first 
trip sho promises to keep up the prcstigo of 
the later-built steamers for speed. She did 
the distance from Singapore to Hongkong in 
five days and one hour, and the mail of 4th 
June was delivered here on the 7th July, 
two days under the contract time. She in 
a handsome vessel, and is fitted with all 
modern appliance both as regards ma- 
chinery for the safe navigation of the ship 
and for the comfort and convenionco of her 
Wo gave, on the 1st instant, a 
i of the vessel.— CAfna Mail. 



passengers. 



Referring to the formation of the Chinese 
Society for the Prevention of Kidnapping 
and the Protection Women and Children, onr 
Catholic contemporary says that " without 
doubt such a Society would render most 
valuable assistance in the suppression of kid- 
napping, and wo are glad to see that some 
official countenance has been givon to this 
laudable scheme." 



£hippftt0. 



July I.; Jnp «tr. 
I.IIOO. from Kobe, 
8. 8. Co. 

July 12, Jnp. Mr. KumamcUs-Uaru, Drummond, 
from Funakuwn, Mulls and General, lo 11. 

B. M, H. s, (' Dt 

July 12, Brit, b.rq. Sottish Fain,, Town, 750. from 

Liverpool, rVb. L'KtK aeuera), to Malcolm A Co. 
July 1*. Brit. barq. faryi. Brown. 761, from Ant- 

worp, March 1st. General, to A. Beiuiern. 
July li, Jup. str. Genkai-Jlaru, Conoor, 1,017, from 

Miar.jtl.jii and ports, Mails und General, to M B. 

at. S H. Co. 

Joly 15, Brit barq. FtwAern, Corlyou, 760, from 
Kobe, t'alluat, to U. MiicArthur A Co. 

July 17, Brit. barq. Ceres, MeWilliam, 454, from 
Newcastle. N.S.W., 2L'ud May, Coal., to Walsh. 
Half A Co. 

July 10, Am nhip Matchless, Dnvrei, 1,198. from 

London, Mureh 7th, General, to C lilies ft Co. 
July 18. Jap itr. Rumida-Uarv, Hubenet, 80S, from 

""'s's" "c,," 8 K " hL '' " ud 0<; '"■' ^ • ,, • ^ M - 

Jaly 10, J R p. Uanj, R" 0 »7jnuo.iforu, Ecketrand, 1,181 

from Nagasaki, Coa s, to M. B. M.S. S. Co. 
July 20, Hrir. barq. Clyde, Romnoy, Mi, from New- 

ca-lle. N.S W„ Coals, to Walsh. Hal! A C<>. 
Joly 20, Jap. »tr. Slario-lfuru, Kilfour, isoO, from 

llalofli.te, Mail* and General, to M. B. Co 
July 1:0, Jap. atr. Tamnura-.l/aru, Carrew. 558, f ro m 

Hakodate, Mail, and General, to M. B. Co. 



DEPARTURES. 

»tr. Tamoura-lfatu. Carrew, 
de«| 



July 10. Ger barq. Anna Berths. Krause, 336, for 
Nowrhwaiig. Oeneral, despatched by Tai Tok 
Ton ir. 

July 10, Jap. »tr. Toyoihima-Um, Hubbard. 9W, 

for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 

M. II. M. S. 8. Co. 
July 19, IF. p. corvette A.hneUt, Cored. Johnson, 788, 

fi.guns, for Tiontsln. 
July 20, Urit barq. Alt* Newton, Newtoo, 80S, for 

Guam, Ballast, despatched by Chinese. 
J"Jy S ^j i Ge " n * n B 0 "" 00 *' W °V- Captain Becks, 4*8, 



and Gouenil, 



558, for 
toiler! by 



Kwnin. J.H9, fo 
do* 



and General, to P. A (). 

from Tukoo, 



ARRIVALS. 

Jaly 7, Brit. atr. Simla, Reeves. 1,704, from Ho n| 
kong via Nagasaki, Mail' 
Co. 

July 7, Jap. bsrq. CAtit'-Jfara, — , 810, 

Sugar, to Milan! Bnaaan Kwiii>bn. 
July 8, Jsp. atr. Takaugo-Uani, Vouug, ],:30, from 

Shanghai aud porta, Mail, nod "Gouerul, to M. U. 

M. S. 8. Co. 

July », Jup. atr. ToJUi-Afnru, Hogg, 1,0*2. from 

Kobe, Mail, and Uaooral, to M. B. M. S. 8, Co. 
Jnly 8, Brit. atr. Oceanic, Metcalie. 3,700, from 

8aa Frauciaco, llaila and (Jooorul, to O. A O. Co. 
July 9, Gor. barq. Anno Bertha, Krauao, i$G, from 

Takao, JSth Juop, 8ugar, to Tal Tuk Tong. 
July 9, Hpaniah oorrotto Da Maria dt Afattna, Copt. 

Hoiiiro, 10-gaua, ],fiO0 tool, from Kube. 
Joly 9, Am. gun-boat Alert, Comd. Huutingtoo, 

4-gaos, 600 H I'., from a oruiao 
July 10, Aro. ahip flokemia, Fraak, 1.R45, from 

Antwerp, March 18lb, Geoeral, to Jardine, Matbe. 

son ft Co. 

July 10, Brit. barq. Alan. Ancton, Nowtou, S08. 

Iron Takao, Judi- 28th, Sugar, to Chinese 
July 1», Krcb. atr. Volga, Guiraod, 1,602, from 

Hongkoog, bth io.t.. Mails and General, to M. M. 

Co. 



July 7, Jap, 

llaki<lnto, Muil. 

>l. P. M f\ 8 Co. 
July ", Jup, atr. Toiw.JIfarn. 

sbnrigbai and portu, Mui'ii 

patcluil by M. B. M. H. 6. Co. 
July 8, II. M. eorrctio Afo.fr,.^, Capt. Mond, 1 ,4»>fi 

Una, 14-gun., 3M H.P.. far Hnkmlate. 
July 8, II. M. Ship frcn Duke, Captain It. F. Clor 

Und, 800 II P., U.gnns, for Hakodate. 
July 9, Frch. str. Tanair, l»o la Maroello, 1,735, f ■ r 

Hongkong, Mailt and General, despatched by M. 

M. Co. 

July 9, Hrit. sir. Oifordthire, Jonoa, 998, ft 
Vork via Kobe, General, despatched hy 



Baker ft Co, 
Joly 10, Brit, str 
Hongkong, Mails 

O. A 0. Co. 

July 10, Brit. str. (latlic, Kidley, Z,7S«, for 

Frar.ciwo, MniLa and am,.T»l, despatched by 

O. Co. ^ 
July 10. Brazilian oorveUe Cifcit d« Oliwriw. Cap*. 

J. C. do Norouha, 12-guna, 1,650 tous, for Han 

Kranoisoo. 

July 10, Jap. air. .Viijoto-Aforu," Walker, 1,603, fur 



Jtctcalfe, 3,700. for 
Cctwal, despatched by 



Km 

>. ft 



patohed by M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
July la.J.ip.str.Toiu.'-Wanr. H..gp, l.0»2, for Ha- 
kodate, Maila and General, despatched M. B. M. 
8. 8. Co. ^ 

Varu, Kilgoar. 800, for 
L-ucral, dcspatclicd by M. 



iiir.<yo~Maru, Moore, ryb, 
and Oeneral, to M. B. Hi 6. S. 



July 12, Jap. str. 8hai 
Uakodato, Mails and 
n. M. S. ti. Co. 

July U, Jap. atr. Taki 
Shanghai and porta 
patckod by M. B. M. H 



•hip Sumatra, Cloug'% 1,090, for Kan 
General, despatched by Ed. FUcher ft 



lii-Jfuru, Young, 1 .230, for 
Mails nod General, des- 

a Co, 

July 15, Jap. str. Wakanoura-ilaru, Cbristonsea, 
1 .300, for Kanakawa, Gouend, despatched by M. 
!i. M. S. S. Co. 
Jnly 16. Jap. str. /7irv».»fa™. Moore, 89rt, f or nsko- 
date, Mail, and General, •le.palohed by M. B. M. 
K 8. Co. 
July IS, 
Fraoi 
Co. 

July IS, Brit str. Sundo. Rneves. 1.70(, for Hong- 
koog. Mail, and Oeuerul, despatched by 1'. A 0. 
Co. 

July 17, Jap. str. A'urwaitwto-Jfdrv, Ilmmmond. 1,240, 

for Hakodate and N igata, Muibj and Gcnrrnl, 

d«patch«<l hy M. B. M. 8. H. < u. 
July 17. Am. ship Fron* Pendietoii, Xio ols. 1.114, 

lor I'uget 8ound, Ballast, dospatcliol by JaidiLO, 

Matboaon & Co. . 
July 17, Brit. str. Olontfer, Grahaio, 1,360, for 

London via China and Japan ports, Mail, and 

General, despatched by Jardine. Matkeson A Co. 
July 19, Aro. sbip Nortk American, Creelman, 2,214, 

for Ban Francisco, Geoeral, despatched by M. M. 



PASSENGERS. 

Per Brit. str. Sunda from Hoagkong via Naga- 
saki : — Three Chinese nn deck, 

1'or Jnp. str. 7bKo-l/an« for Shanghai and ports : 
— Mr. and Mrs. Clataud and child. Right Reverend 
Bishop Williams, Mr. L. h. Fobes, Mr. Ginaburg, 
Mr. Merriman, and 13 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. atr. Tasaso^o-Afani from Shanghai and 
ports ; — Mr. and Mm. Cattnnburch and two children, 
Captain K. Barton. Messrs. Casaidys, 8. Bing, 
Marrable, Barrett. Ching Bang and 18 Japan»«e in 
cabin i and 210 Japanese, 1 European and 3 Chinese 
in steerage. For San Krancisoo: Revd. 0. F. Fitob, 
Mrs. Fitob and child in cabin. For Liverpool : Mr. 
D. Fitz Honry in cubiu. 

Per Brit. «rr. Oceanic, from Sao Prnnoison : — Mr. 
and Mr*. J. U, Angell, Miss D. Angell, Master J. 
Angetl, Rev. Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Cooper, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jno F. Swift Miss E. Torbort, Miss A. Barney, 
Messrs, W, H. Treeeott, T. C. Tresoott, J. H. Perrine, 
C. K. Hill, H. Herring, Adolph Worch, J. C. Banner- 
man, Prank E. Sawyer, J. O. Homing, J. F. Seaman, 
Jno. A. llnldermau, R. S. Grans, and Count Do.. haft* 
iu cabin; and 15 marines u.s.in., and I European in 
steerage. for Hongkong: Mr. Jno. Martin and 
family, Mr. Kdward Davis, Mr. Geo. do Ginenl, Cap'. 
Thnmsott, and Mr. All Yet and Family in cubiu ; and 
1 European, and 2K) Chiueee iu steei ui'C 

Per H ich.slr. 7anaiji for llmi^koag : — ^Mrs. Pieho6T 
Mrs. Maeda and servant, Mr. and Mrs. Nagaoka 
and three servants, Mr. Nubeshima and two servant*. 
Moaara. Uorson, Greuorieffe, Beanmnut, Matsudaira, 
Yoahida, Kudiuki, Kato. Casaidy, F. Kakann aod 
Bervant, Hiaktako aod servant, and Col. Co.al.fle 
iu cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Gatlic, tut San FranHsco : — Mrs. A. 
G. Falconer, ltev. Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Fitch, and • 
children. Lieut. J.T. Ktuart, B.K.. Dr. Blake, Mr*8rs 
G. G. HowUnd, A. 0. Foster, M. do Langraye, L. 
David, R. Herman, F. V. Farsrell, C. D. Cun- 
ningham, George Blake, Helverton Jones, James 
Ogilvic, J. Cunningham, and John Nicolls ill cabin; 
and 1 European in steerage. For l.rrorpool ; Mr. 
and Mrs. Budgsii, Miss Budgetl and maul. Messrs. 
D. Fiu Ueury, Wm. Walter and C. J. Caldbook in 
cabin. For London: Meson. M. Cordor and H. A. 
Taylor in cabin. 

Per Brit, str. Oceanic, for Hongkong ;— Com- 
modore Smith sun., K. tteart and servant. 

Per Frch. str. Volga from Hongkong: — Mr. and 
Mrs. Eajima and infant, Messrs. Karjiel, Yamauobe, 
Roijograiisa, La Eullieo, E. Pyn, Chin Fook and Uiss 
Sherman i" cabia. 

Per Jnp. "sir. ffiiyata-Jfaru, for Hongkong via 
Kobo —Mr. and Mrs. Rosnr, Lieut. Charley, Liens. 
Beunett, Messrs. Paul Hoinomaon, llurehard, A. 
Patterson, J. McDonald, J. Dauean and 1 Japanese 
iu cabin. 

Per Jap, str. ToiiMajro-.Varw for Shanghai' an I 
port.:— Mr. and Mrs. K. 11. Watson, Messrs H. 
Ahrens, M. L. Gordon, Worch, C. E. Hill. 1. F Sua- 
man. Graves, J. J. Enslie, F. W. ilellyor. General 
Halderuiau, Captain F. Dgun an>l 28 Japanese in 



Per Jan. str. Oenkai- Varu from Shanghai and 
—Mr. and Mrs. Fogg, Mrs. 8pooner and child, 
Messrs. C. Meubauseo, W. O. Ckriaman, l'.s.h., 
Wobljartb, Roqaeeutociso, J. Levtsque, You dec 
Omon, J. der Rykn, and 11 JapniieM in cabin ; and 
2 Earopouns, -60 Japanese and 5 Chincso in steerago. 

Per Brit. sir. Sunda for Hongkong. — Mr. and 
Mrs. Hewitt, 1 child and 1 infant, Messrs. J. 
combe, G. B. Montana, S, J. Badcoek 
Hutchison in anbiu ; and 0 Chinese iu I 



REPORTS. 

Tho Britiih etenmer Ocrwni^, rej«>rl8: — Left Suu 
Fruuoisco June 19th at 0.30 p m , passed light ship 
Yokohama at 4.30 a.m. nn (ho 8th July. Paatnge 
17 day. and 23 hours. Ota the bomovmrd pass- 
age, left Yokohama on May 23rd. Arrived ut Han 
Froocisoo ou the Cthjunc. Passage II days, 23 
hours, and 40 miuutos. 
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Duties payable. Prices realised, Quotations 



and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 14 days 
7th July. 1880, to the 20th July, 1880. inclusive. 



i. the result of the l 
at 137, is 



quantity of 



O IRv T S 
in 

bated i H»nt» Is 



•o far very limited, 
arbitrary, and uuauc-J irrespective 



A 

nominally 
specie or paper. 

COTTONS. — Tabm. 8al«a reported reach 2.789 bales against 3,330 for tbo preceding period, making a total of 90,663 bale* for the year 
aa follow: — 16-24; 16.S75 bales; 28-38 ; 7.436 bales; 83-42; 1,051 bale* ; 50 4c; 435 bolus ; and Indian ; 4,687 bale*. The common qualities 
24 remain about a* last quoted, but bettor qualities arc more in favour. 28-32 art! inquired for ; anil SS-42 are in demand at an advance, bat th 
Or«t SitiBTiNoa.— Si lb*, doll. 9 lb*. ; a fair business has been done at an advance which is maintained. Velvets in slightly 
1 at an advance- Viotobia Lawm quiet. Other Cottons but little doing. 
\v OOLLENS — A largo business has t>eon done in Mousselikes at about usual prices. 



to dato 

of 16- 



MKTAL8.— The market is somewhat weaker, but prices show-so important change. 

stocks account for a tall of about ten 



r : brown increasing i 

: mainly of damaged goods. 



133 lb*. = 1 Picul. 



100 



= 811 



7 lba. ... 

8i„ ... 
9 



COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14 lbs. ... 
Prints, assorted, 24 „ 30 „ ... ... 

(notion) 

38| yds. 89 in, 

H it •> B9 >l 

.. 88J „ 44 

T. Cloth, 32 in. 7 lba. 

M 8 *» 

24 yds. 30 in. — («| 2 lbs. 
24 30 ,, 2| ,. 

2A „ 30 „ £|<3 3lbe. 

35 h 22 M ... ... 

12 ii 48 ... ... 

35 » f 392 | t ... ... 

12 ( * 43 M ... ... 

COTTON YARN. 



Velvets (black) 
Victoria Lawns, 
Cotton Italians, 



No*. 


16® 24 


»* 


2oE, v: l.«h 


» 


23 <S 32 




38 (S 42 




32 doubled 


» 


42 „ 




60 „ 
n. No. 10 


India 


H 


13 




., 14 




„ 1G 


P 


., 18 




:: 5 






»» 


„ 24 


•t 


„ 30 



WOOLLENS AND 1HXTDEK8. 

, 40 yds. 32 in... ... ... ... ... 

, assorted, 7 lbs 

„ „ 6 to 6i lbs 

t , ,, 3 lbs. ... ... ... ... 

Camlet Cords, 80 yds. 32 in. 

Cloth, all wool, 64 g 64 „ 

„ Pilots, 64 (g 64 „ 

„ President*, 64 g 64 „ ... 

„ Union. 64 @ 66 , 

Italian Cloth, 88 in 

Lostrea and Orleans (figured), 80 yds. 31 in 

(plain). 40® 42 yds. 32 In. . 

Housaelinea do Laine (plain A stripes), 24 yda. 81 in. . 

». »» (ijrarwa) ••• - 

SDGAE. 

Whits, Jimpah, No. 1 

t, Khihpah, 2 ... ... ... ... 

>t Kpkfah, 3 ... ... ... ... 

„ Kungfun, ,, 4 ... ... ... ... 

„ Gnihpab, ,, 6 ... ... ... ... . 



" Amo, 

AUJUJ ... ... ... ... ass 

METALS Ac 

Iron, Plat and Round 

.. Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) 

„ Pig ... ... ... ... ... 

Lead, Pig ... ... ... ... ... 

Quicksilver 

Steel, 8wcdlsh 

Tin Plate* 

t Oil ... ... ... ... ... 



0.0241 V 10 yds. 
0.0241 
0.0643 

'1.02*1 

•'•••'32! 



tt „ 
It it 



0.0241 

0.0241 
0.0241 
00241 
0.0643 
11.0321 
0.O643 



•I If 

*» M 



1.78 ® i oS* 
7.60 <fl> BOO 
0.76 



188.76 g 83 60 V P«l 



1.0077 V picul. 



0.0965? 10 yds. 
j 1.6077 ? 



10 yd*. 



| e.JJIS nattrti la. to 
o.4ni > neeHlif » ta. 

} la wMlk riOrli 
0.0965 V 10 yds. 
0.0965 „ „ 
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STAPLE lEIXIPOIR/TS. 



SILK. — Our hit issue was dated Hth inat. The general poaitioa of the market remain* unchanged ; dealers allege that demand for native use 
k«p« up price* in the country at a higher level than is obtainable from foreigners at Yokohama, and an consequently unwilling sellers ; : 
buyers, on the other band, are not numerous and show little disposition to ] 
Settlement* for the fortnight are about 200 bales mostly Hanks. 



In Filatures very little has been done, and in Kakedas nothl 



fowl 



latures so far compare! 
havo exceeded sales, a 



and the stock of all kinds, old and new, is estimated to be 1,300 bales. 



kJxroBT rot 8iiio«. 



Italy 



1879-80. 

1*8 

157 „ 

334 Bales. 



1880-81. 
130 Bale*. 
213 .. 
127 ., 

470 Billon. 



8,700 picula 



TEA — The weak feeling on our tea market reported in our last mail issue of 9th Instant continued for a day or two, good medium teas receding 
as low as $23 @ $23.60 per picul, other grades following suit; but on the 11th instant advices of an improved state of the tea market in the United 
State* coming to hand, a marked change in the tone of tho market here was at once perceptible, for a day or two, owing to native holders being glutted 
with heavy stocks, prices continued unaltered but as the demand continued holders became firmer and prices stiffened accordingly. 

Settlements from 10th July to 81st inclusive, amount to 16.200 piculs, whilst arrivals returned for tb* same period only amount to 
and stocks are consequently greatly reduced and are at the present moment rather light considering the period of the season. 

Prices since about the 12th inst. have rallied from $2 to |3 per picul. and holders arc strong and confident, so much so that nothing under an 
almost suspension of buying will bring back rates to a level with those reported in our last issue ; to-day price* ore firm and not many musters on offer. 

The Flntrt Cattle is expected here in tho course of tho next few days to take cargo via Sues Canal to New York at £3.6*. per 40 cubic feet and 
will have speedy despatch for that port. 

i Cyans has obtained a full cargo for San Francisco at $7, and will hsro speedy despatch for said port leaving tho Lwl* oo the berth 
amount of cargo on through B/L to New York at 2 cents per 1" 



Tho barque Cy> 
»w ; this latter 



DESCRIPTION. 



SILK:- 

Xayebasbi ; H 8 8 Hanks 

y, i „ ... •>• ••■ ••• ... ••• 

I, 2| M ... ••■ ••• «*• ... •«• 

1t 3 9 ^4 m ••■ ■•* ••* 

Kakedas ; Med. to Beat 

Filatures; Best 

„ Seconds ... ••■ ••• ... 

TEA:— 

Common... ... ••• ... ••• ... ■•• ••• 

CKhxI Common ... ■■• ••• ... ... ••• ••• 

Medium ... ... ... •*• *■. •-. 

Good Medium ... ... ■•• ••• ... ■•• ••* 

Fine ... ... ••• ■•• mi ... ... ... 

Finest 
Choice 

BUND1 

Awabi 

Bees-wax 
Camphor 
China Root 
Coals, 
Copper 

Cuttle Fish 

Gall Nuts 

Qlnseog ( 70 a 80 pes. per catty) 

(100 a 120 ,, ,. ) 

Isinglass... 

kt usbrooni* 

Kapeseed Oil 

Rice 

Seaweed, Fine cut green 

„ Large green 

Sharks' Fins ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Sulphur ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Tobacco, C'ommou 

Tcgotable'Wax ... 

Wbout ... ... ... ••• ... ... ... ... 



PRICES PER PICUL. 



REMARKS. 



per picul. 



$ 490 to Ooo 

455 to 170 

690 to 630 

6(0 to 670 

tkO to 630 



$ 17 .00 and under per picul. 
18.00 to 22.00 „ 
23 00 to 24.00 „ 
25.00 to 27.00 ., 
28.(10 to 30.00 ,. 
31.00 to 22 00 „ 
31.00 and upwards 



$20.00 to $34.00 per picul. 

26.00 to 43.00 „ 

39.00 to 39.60 „ 

19.00 to 19 10 ,, 

240 to 2.50 

5.70 to S.fjO per ton. 

18.00 to 19.25 per picul. 

12.00 to 13 50 ,, 

9.50 to lt'.OO „ 

0.6S to 0.7 « per catty. 

0 38 to 0.50 ,. 1 

22.00 to 29.00 per picul. 

19.50 to 31.00 

6.90 to 7.30 

3.20 to 3.50 

2.00 to 3 30 „ 

2.00 to 2<0 

29.00 to 37.00 

1.30 to 1.70 

5.50 tu 8.00 „ 

15.80 to IGOil 

2.10 to 220 



Teas at 



snpplj 



Quoted by the 



A fair amount of 



has 



EXCHANGE. 

been doing, principally In Tea bills, the bulk of which was settled at 3/94 'or 4 months ; since then rates hare 



On LohDo.n . — ltank 4 mouth»' sight 3s. Mo, 

„ „ do Wight 3s. 8}d. 

„ .. Credits R months' sight 3». lod. 

do. 4 do 5*, 9|d. 

„ Paw*— flank Sight 4.72 

„ „ Credits •.months' sight 488 

„ 8BASOHAl.-r.nnk Sight 72 

Private .....In dav*' sight 7*i 



I OM HO>OKO»0.— Hank fMgbl 

,, ,. Private 10 days' sight 

, Saw Francisco — Bank. Sight 

,. Trivate 30 days' sight 

,. Nkw YORK.— Bank, Sight wot 

Private 30 days' sight \i 



Kinaateu, 137 per $100. Quotation official consequently untrustworthy. 
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'•'So*. 
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BTBTHB. 

On the ZZnd July, at No. M 
of C. 3. StbosTs, of a daughter. 
On the 86th July 1880, M 



!<■ wife 

of a 



■M'W'W'"-.-^'---'"*-' 



DEATH. 

Deeply lamented, at Monaco, Massachusetts, 
on the 19th of June last, the Reverend S. B. 
Bsowx D.D., late of Yokohama, aged 70 years. 



SUMMARY. 

OUR last iwoo **» dated 22od ultimo for 
despatch per M. M. steamer Volga for 
Marseilles. The following mails havo since 
been received : — 

P. M. S. Cit V of Toii., SanP™ g ^ ^ ^ 

M. M. 8. Tsasss, Marseilles June 18 „ „ W 
O. A 0. 8. Oeeanie, London ria 



Ox the 23rd ultimo, tho expected date, 
his Majesty the Mikado returned to Tokio. 
He left Kobe on the 21st on board tho iron* 
clad Futo-lcan, and arrived in this harbour 
at 9 a.m. on the 23rd, amidst salutes from all I 
tho ships of war and the fotta at Kanagawa. 
Hit Majesty was received on landing by 
several ministers of state, and immediately ' 
proceeded to Tokio by special train. 

Rcmoub, always busy in Japan, assert* that | 
the rot urn of tho emperor to the capital will , 
be the signal for a thorough investigation 
into the political and financial systems. Tho : 
steady earnest demands of largo numbers of | 
tho people, shown in their petitions and 
memorials to tho throno and senate for the 
establishment of a national representative 
assembly, have at last, it is said, attrasted 
tho attention of his Majesty ; and as the 
majority of the cabinet is in favour of ac- 
cording a share of political rights to the 
peoplo it is just possible that rumour may, 
in tn is instance, rest on good foundations. 

The matter of greatest concern is the 
financial situation. Paper currency is in 
such disrepute that its value as a circulating 
medium is comparatively at an end. Farmers 
and others who hold a snpply of rice over 
and above their own wants will no longer dis- 
pose of it for currency except at prices almost 
prohibitory. In Tokio alone it is calculated 
that 250,000 koku=l,428,720 bushels, will 
be required before tho new crop is harvested, 
and only 80,000 kokn are stored in the city. 
For some tirao past no rice has come in from 
tho interior ; and it is said there is a 
perceptible unwillingness on the part of 
bolder* to sell even at the quoted prices of 
the day, whioh are far in excess of tho rates 
ruling during the famine years 1869-70. 
There is much distress throughout the coun- 
try. Suicide, a crime which the cheerful 
temperament of a hitherto happy and con. 
tented people prevented, has become alarm- 
ingly frequent of late; dead bodies in great 
numbers being fonnd in tho streams and 
rivers. Want is snpposod to bo tho exciting 
cause. 

While tho price of rice indicates the 
depreciation of currency to 27.5 for silver, 
tho rate assessed by the officials at tho mono- 
poly exchange Bhosha is steady at 137 to 
138. This is mrn ly a tax upon bo*& fide 
purchasers of paper, and speculation, whioh 
tho government fondly hoped to check, is 
carried on privately on a larger scale than 
before. Native trade is staguaut consequent 
upon the lews of purchasing ponror of cur- 
rency, and foreign trade is reduced < 



barter of imports and exports, the former 
being governed from day to day by the 
latter. Reports are current that effort* are 
being, or will shortly be, made, to obtain 
ppecie assistance to remedy this evil state 
of things, Japan is a conntry that could 
nse a specie loan with great advantage and 
repay it with case ; but not under the exist- 
ing order of things. There is no proof of 
the snm of paper aflont ; its serious deprecia- 
tion is tho strongest oridonce of an over- 
issue vastly iu excess of the sum admitted 
in the finance minister's estimates ; and tho 
government havo persistently refused to 
declare that no farther sums in paper will 
be pat into circulation, or the so-called 
national bank issues suspended. 

Statistical tables of the foreign trade 
of Japan fur twelve years ending with 
1875 have been drawn up from H. B. M. 
consular returns. For reference those tables 
will bo found useful. The most striking 
feature is tho cessation of rice exportation. 
It seems that the large surplus crop of 1879, 
stated by the Tokio chamber of commerco to 
bo about 17,000,000 piauls, is stored in the 
interior. Government exportation has had 
such unsatisfactory results that its discontin- 
uance becamo a matter of prudence ; but tho 
peoplo who would gladly sell rice for specio 
at moderate rates cannot do so for want of 
vessels to carry it to treaty ports. Tho Japan* 
see government trading companies can charter 
foreign ships to trade with non-treaty ports, 
but no subject possesses the same privilege : 
the coasting trado is, therefore, a matter of 
constant anxiety to the people, whose effort* 
to increase production are rendered abortive 
by want of means of carriage. 

Nothing trustworthy reaches ns from China 
respecting tho complications with Russia. 

The promised additions to the British fleet 
heralded by the arrival of the Comtu, have 
given great satisfaction. Wo shall shortly 
give some useful and detailed information to 
support our unvarying assertion that, com- 
pared with the Russian and French fleets in 
theso water*. Admiral Coote'e flotilla is a 
disgrace to Great Britain. 

News has been received by telegraph stat- 
ing that the Iron Duke, while on her way 
from Hakodate to Aniwa Bay, Saghalin, got 
ashore at Oknroshima, west coast of Yeso. 
Tho Module, and a French man-of-war in 
Hakodate had gone to her assistance, and a 
telegram was received yesterday that she had 
boon floated without damage. 

The United States court has been busily 
engaged, An action of some importance be- 
tween tho Mitsu Bisbi S. S. Co. and tho 
Pacific Mail S. S. Co., is adjourned to 2ith 
inst The other suits were of (!><• most trum- 
pery character, as will lie seen from the re- 
port, which we unwillingly proride space for. 
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£ta4U9 Jlrticles. 



NEW ASPKCTS. 

"\ I7E havo on two previous occasions— 20th 
» * April and 1st May — placed before onr 
reader* a sketch of tho strategic relations be- 
tween China and Russia. But Colonel GOBnos 
is now in Tientsin, and, probably, npon his 
division the mows on the ehoss board may 
vary, because ho knows that Russia is ondea- 
Touring to precipitate action, while China 
remains unchanged and unready. A Russian 
offensive action nocosaiutes a change of 
Chinese tactics, and any modifications or 
concentrations of the Chinese linos of opera- 
tion, roost bo met by military equivalents 
on part of Russia. 

As the Russian government has pressed 
forward its military and naval forces, so as 
to be able to take action in tho coming 



great me 
, her herb! 



en seem 



to 
is 



know the result of Colonel Gordon's visit to 
Li. Ou tho visit will depend the notion or 
submission of China, upon questions amongst 
which tho Limdia treaty is but one incident 
in many. Whether the gallant officer 

tnkes service or not, he will certainly give j outlying provinces and dependencies of 

. . ... ... .. , , • , could bo retained, if Colonel Gorpok 

nd vice, which will modify the whole Chinese f . A , ' , . 



or frittered away: her 
prefer ruin to reform 
contemptible. 

all 



act, whether China 
Probably 



tactics. Judging from what wo hear from 
China, we expect, thnt revolts against Cbineso 
authoiity are impending in both Mongolia and 
Manchuria, so that ne may surmise Colonel 
GoRl'ON will adi'iso withdrawal from the 
north- west, as Tso's positions may qnickly 
become untenable. A general concentration 
on the line of tho great wall will probably bo 
recommended, as in consequence, the ultimate 
difficulties of tho Russian f <vccs would 
become enormous and, perhaps, excessive, 
because, though many tribal people* may 
revolt against China, such rebels would be 
opposed by the Mongols and Manchtia who 
would remain loyal to tho Tutting dynasty. 
Peking might bo great I v enilwuassod, but 
spring, we nro inclined to think thnt every j ft UBS j a m - Xt ,\ x t a| S o bo so hampered and incom- 

moded, that no benefits could be drawn from 
tho treasonous revolts. 

Since we last discussed the general ques- 
tions, wo have loarned that General Kackv. 
max is to go to Kuldju. The step means 
political and military pressure on Mongolia. 
But it has become plain that the Russian 
forces in eastern Siberia — some say 30,000, 
others 40,000 men — are to be massed on 

tl 



endeavour will bo made to deliver an 
blow npon China in April or May 
A war, at snch a vast distance from 
Russia, is ruinously costly. China after a 
fow reverses may become wiso, strong, and — 
perhaps — aggressive, and iu the miserable 
■lato of Russian politics, it is necessary to 
divert by war attention from a hntcfal auto- 
cracy and a society in decomposition. We 
therefore think that Russia will strongly act 
on tho offensive and as qnickly as she can. 
Submission by China may not now save the 

outlvintr territories of the Celestial Empire. 

* ™ r 2,ri00 or J,000 men. Tho counterpart of a 

Colonel Gordon's position has become land invasion by tho Amur line would be : to 
enigmatical. He speaks as an advocate 0 f take Newchwang by force— a work for which 

* consequence 



tho lino of tho Amur, before 
spring. This means operations 
of Chinese Mnnrhur 



Onsuri and Sungari 



i, by tho lines • 
rivers. The Russian 
ironclads, corvettes, Ac, Ac., will have 
ou board 5,000 soldiers at least, and 
could give, in addition, a landing force of 



think that 
submits or re»i 

dencics of China 
would 

act, and had power to engage foreign soldier* 
of fortune in sufficient number to drill and 
lead the Chinese soldieis. Bnt, aoctfrding to 
accounts received yesterday, thoro are grave 

isj-i net f V %** a it eiuu*! i tk<r f 1 aslL 1 1 a as. a a 1^ ■ aIj tar ill 
WJ ilo IUi "Un lr"_H^L 1 1 r^ L llnv WiiJ ' tlrvl IMeB i*T 111 

refuse to Colonel Gordon, or any other foreign 
commander, the full power required to invite 
foreign help. If the suspicion is confirmed, 
tho efforts of our honoured countryman must 
perforce be directed so as to keep th« integ- 
rity of China proper, as marked by the line 
of tho Great. Wall. Probably such a decision 
might not take tho Chinese rulers by surprise, 
as the possibilities of the Russian intngsos 
during the past tweuty years, must have beon 
a daily subj-ct of painful reflections in Peking. 

For Japan, the qnostion is in all aspects 
most serious. For the present, we may leave 
out any discussions as to what might qccnr 
if I'hiua emerged victoriously in the end, 
liecanse Ru ssia is pressing forward, and, aa 
yet, China takes no thought for the morrow. 
Tho chances seem to incline to the probabi- 
lity that Russia, by war, or by diplomacy 
enforced by armies and (Toots, will by this 
timo next year havo actual or virtual posses- 
sion of a uew Pacific coast line, beginning at 
Possiett and ending —perhaps ? — at Qnefpart ; 
and on the western side, from the southern 
point of Korea, to the head of the gulf of 
Liaou-toug. The position of Japan is likely 
< j om '."' r thereforo to becomo changed, and the most 
tbe side strenuoaa tiutriotie self-sacrifice of the entire 
>f the 



peace, but his advocacy will bo qnalified. He 
may require peace, but it must bo peace on 
honourable terms, and not obtained by an ab- 
jeot submission which would convert China 
into a province or dependency of Russia. We 
will not try to interpret Colonel Gordoh's 
onigmas, but we nro auro he will counsel 
righteous resistance to unjust demands and 
spoliation, and we know he is a man who will 
not weigh the cost* of a strnggle, when 
the nntional honour and national existence are 
at stake. Colonol Gobdcix, too, is a soldier 
of the most scrupulous honour, and if he 
becomes leader of the Chinese hosts will 
suroly enforce his conditions. He is a jnst 
man, therefore he will not let tho soldior be 
defrauded ; ho is hnmane, therefore bo will 
stay the savagery which has turned three 
rich Chinese province* into desert wastes ; 
ho is niercifnl, and therefore can havo no- 
thing in common with the grin butcher who 
during the last ten jtara hah imposed on *>, 
many \A. » order like that which erst 
reigned in Warsaw : ' Tho silence of death, the 
peace of the grur„ ' 

In two or three weeks at most, we will 



the fleet is competent. The 
will be — unless stout and scientific opposi- 
tion be made — tho detachment from China of 
Manchuria, and ultimately of Korea as well. 
A vast territory may t hus pass over to Russia, 
which might add, in a campaign, twenty mil- 
lions of souls to her rule, with fertile 
countries, scores of accessible harbours, and 
actual domination over the Pacific shoros of 
Aain. 

We havo no sympathy with China, though 
Russia is tho aggressor in this case ; noi* can 
Russia be commended. Tho action of Russia, 
whether in 1858 when MotttuvtKW got a treaty 
and cognomen — Amursky — or, again in 18fi0, 
when Igsatiew obtained oue of the moat 
scandalous cessions known to history : or in 
Hi, which was occupied on a false prentenco: 
or in Mongolia and Manchuria, where treason 
has liven fermented continually, during the 
last 20 years ; her action lias been grossly 
flagitious. Rut we do not pity China. She has 
had earB to hear but would not hear, she has 
had eyes to see but wonld not see ; she has 
not chosen to accept progress or civilization, 
but 1ms rather craved for isobtior, retrogres- 
sion, and a return, not so much to pre- 
Cotifucian but to some idt-ul p. o historic 
ways, and tho consequence of the crass hesi- 
tancy of her Wdprs is, that she is yet, af er 
all her dreadful leaions, a chaotic, incohe- 
rent, rim! in. I'd n nt series of provinces. She 
l.as all the dements 'if strength, but no out 
his utilized them : her forces are supprcasud 



people mny be needed, to keep this anoient 
empire from becoming the dependent I 
' of its mighty neighbour.— July 27. 



THE FOREIGN TRADE OF JAPAN. 



"T1TE publish below statistics of foreign 
VV trade for twelve years ending with 



1879, compiled from the annual reports of 
H. B. M. consols in Japan. The returns from 
Hakodate and Niigata havo not yet 
published, but aa the trado of both 
places is comparatively insigninoao*, we 
hare not deemed it advisable to delay the 
summary of the returns of the three principal 
treaty porta. 

Tho year 1879 shows : — 



Total import*.. ..»32.5P9.379 
„ export*. ..4*">.tW0,4e5 



Import* are in excess of the mean of eleven 

preceding years by $7,829,015 ; and show a 
ducroaso of $730,013 on 1878. Compari- 
son of the two yearn 1878-1879 ahows 
the chief articles of increased importation 
to be shirtings, $1,100,000 ; mousselliBos, 
$346,000; sngur, $373,000; keroseno, $328,000; 
and rice, $218,000. The demand for shirt- 
ings appears to havo been increased, as 
7*8,000 pieces in excess of 1878 were im- 
ported ; the qunlity must, however, havo been 
common, for the average Valuation is given as 
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$2 01 against $2.39 in 1878, though the number 
of piece* of 9 lb. sbirtiugs has been con- 
siderable. The principal items of decrease 
are yam, $1,380,000 ; cotton goods, $307,000 ; 
raw oottoo, $187,000; blankets and cloth, 
$700,000 ; arms and government good*, 
$580,000 ; end metals, $253,000. Yarn seems, 



Tbe nnfair and dei_ 
existing between Japan and 



treaties now 
.sety powers 

have caused the balance of trade to bo heavily 



a gainst Japan, the reault being 

year after year. The trade of the past ten 
years shows an excess of 64,312,219 yen of 
imports." 

Upon what ground Mr. Gorm bosod his 
assertion and from whence ho procured his 



as in the case of shirtings, to be of inferior j figures, we know nothing, 
quality, the returns giving a decline of 13 .95 
per cent, in quantity, and 18.27 per cent, io 
Talne on the figures of 1878. 

ro in excess of the mean of 



It 



i« clear 
i in fare 



the balance of trade has be 
this country, and if, as Sib Harby Parses 
points out,— 

" There has been a heavy money expend U 
turo on the part of Japan in recent years it 
hy $t.,119,..29, and of ;„ m , t difficult to account for such an outlay 
Tho items of increase are although it brain no connection with the 

,000 and $3,033,000 res- cour *° of ,rlM,c -, U ' ,M ? * uffico lo P° int t ,° 
,, ... the snms paid by the government for rnil- 
pectively. Practically there is hut one item >ay p)jMl| T m » c |,i nory Apparatus cm- 
showing • decrease on the export of 1878, and ployed in their various public works and 
that is rice which stands at $375,000 in 187!l commercial establishment-., for ships of war 

■ , .iciinm • i07U - - „ f and war material, and their tleot of merchant 

against $4,b41,000 in 1 



1878, by $421,040. 
silk and toa $2,153 



in 



1878, a decrease 
$*,2<k.,000. The silk eg;; trade, which 
1873 brought in three mi 

gradually fallen to iU present figure; and 0|WM| forei empWoe8 

may expect that this objectionablo export will 1 
soon wholly disappear from the returns. 

Sir HiRBT Pabeks in his despatch covering 
the trade returns for 1878 says: — 

" The prospect of a revision of the treaty, 
nnd of the tariff which is attached to it, has 
lately given rise to much local discussion, 
in the course of which Japanese writers have 



attempted to maintain that the present condi- 
tions of foreign trade are injurious to Japan, 
because the imports exceed tho exports. They 
have been influenced in this view by Ameri- 
can advisers, who advocate a high protective j and 
tariff as a means of limiting the import trado 
in which the United States is only slightly 

the assertion that foreign trade is 
to Japan we will rofer to the re- 



To test 

injurious to Japan 
turns for tho past twelve years : — 
Total imports $303,078,581 



Of this Oleosa a large portion represents 
abnormal and government importations, as 
follow . — 

Bice $17,000,001 

Amu and government goods 15,077,981 

HUolteU and Cloth. One third for gov- 
ernment use 

Tea lead and matting 

Imports for foreign use, estimated at 

$S00j000 yearly... 

Coal estimated a* timid by foreign »hi Jin... 
L'Deold iroode in the hands of importers, 
: of srhich is included in tbe 
i 31st Dec., 



vessels, fnr interest on foreign loans, the 
traile, wincn in cfjgt o{ | ORlUioill( consulates, other and 

''""i 'j ! expenditure abroad, and for tho salaries of 

On the 

other hand these treasure ruturns do not 
take note of tho considerable sums in 
coin which aro disbursed iu Japan by foreign 
merchant vessels and ships of war iu pay- 
ment of supplies, or by foreign residents and 
visitors in meeting their cost of living or 
travelling expenses, — " 

we may safely conclude that foreign trade 
has been directly advantageous oven from 
a Japanese point of view ; and that the 
exhaustion of specie is, as wo have frequently 
pointed out, due to governmental expenditure 
not to nny necessity for providing 
money for payment of an " excess of imports " 
that never had an existence. 

The policy of Japanese political economists 
appears to be to export much and import 
little. Iu all their calculations there is one 
confusing element— money. They ignore tho 
truism that trade is not an exchange of com- 
modities for money, but of commodities for 
commodities. One of tho most able living 
writers on commerce thus describes the prin- 
ciple of protection applied to young slates :— 
" These young communities are generally 
located in tbe midst of an inexhaustible area 
of fertile laud, which only waits the applica- 
tion of human industry to bo converted into 
mines of wealth Itscominorce is thus 



S42,850,7H1 $50,22i,7!>0 



• »•••"•'• 



6,000,000 



$53,6311.07!! 



ferenco is small, and may bo taken to 
i p present errors, omissions, profits, and tosses. 
These relurns have been prepared and 
examined in tho most careful manner, and 
may consequently be taken to correctly 
represent tho foreign trade of I his empire for 
the period subseqnetit to that n hen the 
exports were greater than the imports ; and 
they effectually prove the fiillncr of the 
theory that the " balance of trade " is agnitiHt 
this country, or, as Mr. Gouit stated to the 
governor of Hongkong,— 



3.S«fl,63S 

1,535,443' carried on under the most favourable possible 

j conditions, and tho working power of the 
G,000.00ti|y OUU g nation is ull directed into the most 
J.l&o.oxi prog^bic channels. . . . It is now proposed 
to niter this prosperous state of things. The 
capital and labour which are now working 
with admirable results are to lie abstracted 
from the production of commodities so cheap 
nnd good that foreign countries willingly buy 
I them, and to be devoted to the prodnction of 
I commodities so dear nnd bad that, in order 
In compel the nitive consumers to buy them 
the iinportiil ion of the same article from 

prohibitory 

duties. . . The plausible cry under which this 
mischievous policy is usu lly inaugurated is, 
' Do not let us pay the foreigner for what we 
can produce ourselves V i he answer is ob- 
vious, ' Ynu do not pay the foreigner for his 
gotids, in the sense 
morn y. Imparls at 

in bullion.' All commerce is barter. You 
simply exchange with tho foieignor what you 
can produc better than ho can, for what he 
can produce better than you can, and both 
parties are Lenefited. In prohibiting that 



The deduction of this sum leaves a halanci 
of $249,514,502 of imports as the v 
the proper trade of Japan, puid f»r by '. . 

exports Talced at $252,850,791. The dif- abroad lew to 1*3 prevented 
nail, and may bo taken 



exchange you at the eame time nullify both 
tbe sale of your own, and the purchase of tho 
foreign ooinmodity. In order yourselves to 
produce the foroign article you have to pro- 
duce so much less of the native article which 
you would otherwise have given in exchange 
for it ; for tho same capital and labour cannot 
produce both, and by stopping tho import of 
t he former yon stop the ox port of the latter. 

pay the foreigner 
for what wo can produce ourselves,' correctly 
interpreted moans, ' Do not let us exchange 
oar productions for those of the foreigner,' 
or, in other words, ' Do not let ns have foreign 
trade.' "• 

If we refer to tho list of exports we find 
the two items representing nine-thirteenths 
of the trado to be the only commodities of 
importance allowing an increase ou the muau 
valuo of tlte export of eleven procoding years, 
nnd this increase is duo to the largo prices 
paid by foreign consumers for silk and tea 
in 1879. The two items of decrease are silk 
eggs and rice. Tbo commercial policy which 
sanctions tho export of a commodity used to 
found a formidable competition in the most 
valuable article of Japanese production has 
"y condemned by nil disinterested 
Japanese commercial progress ; 
and as silk eggs ought never to have appear- 
ed on the list of exports, their gradual disap- 
pearance is matter for congratulation. Thia 
is not, however, the case with rice. If Japan 
is resolved to trnst for foreign trade entirely 
to the silk and tea she can produce, a slow 
but snre commercial decline is inevitable. 
The demand for such prod notions depends 
upon the caprices of taste and fashion to so 
great a degree that the adoption of a wool I on 
or cotton fabric in place of silk by a die- 
tinguislied loader of European fashions in 
dress, might entail upon Japan a serious 
curtailment of exports and an equivalent 
redaction in importa. In rice, on tlie other 
hand, Japan possesses a staple export of 
immense valuo. If producers can be pre- 
vailed upon to be satisfied with a modorate 
per contage of profit on large trans- 
actions in place of the desire to secure an 
exorbitant profit on sinull ones, tliore are 
sure and permanent mark eta in China and 
India for all the grain Japan can produce. 
The land not under cultivation probably ex- 
coeds that utilised as eight to one ; and while 
there is at present no practical limit to the 
production of articles of constant and increas; 
ing consumption tho painful fact stares us out 
of countenance — the rice exported in 1879 
represented a vulne of $375,000 less imported 
$248,000 ; a balance in favour of a grain grow- 
ing country of $127,000 ouly!t Scarcity is 
not tho cause of this stagnation. The crop 
of last year left a largo surplus which, were 
the navigation laws modified, would have 
brought into this country commodities in 
exchange — money if you like— of the valuo of 
$25,000,000 in silver. Hut. the commercial 



on mean it. Hint is, in 
paid for by exports, not 



mditioiiR of Ji<pnn aro such that the holder 
of rice is unable to dispose of it in exchango 
for an article pos8Cs*ed of an equivalent pur- 
chasing power. Paper money he will havo 
none of, and his last resort is to storo his 
jniin in the vain h >pc that times may 
change before rats aud insect* have wholly 
I destroyed the little wealth that blessed his 
i!at>otir, and enabled him to defray the de- 
mands of his tax masters, the paternal gov- 
erumont of Japan.— July 31. 



/•rot, <•<;. 



i ij. ( .r..- i to ) 

Lou Ion, 1SS0, 



SJuugrodien : 
t Ruturns from Niigala not to band. 



u, by Au-unlu. 
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TABLE OK VALUES OF IMPORTS AND EXPOETS FOB TWELVE YEAES ENDING 1879. 





KANAOAWA. 


HIOGO * OSAKA. 


NAGASAKI. 


HAKODATE k NIIOATA. 


TOTAL, 














IitroBT*. 








1868 ---- 

iseu .... 
mro .... 
is7i .... 
1878 .... 
1878 .... 

1874 .... 

1875 --- - 

1877 .... 

1878 • ■ - - 


12.390,040 
12,017,174 
23,42s,i8..-, 

14.445.231 

20.U03.125 
19,535.758 
10,710,298 
21,953,900 
18341,380 

19,490,485 

26,011,300 
23,326,010 


17,608,000 
9.073.302 
11.331.4S2 
14.431.480 
15.450.HO5 
15,095,208 
12,741,521 
12,460.730 
21.431.879 

15.623,337 

IG,092,921 
18380,272 


822,404 

2,OS7,052 
3.783,605 
1 004,342 
4.246.779 
0,206.599 
5,649,521 
5.900,427 
4,155,056 

l,.K31.ss7 

5.83.8,024 
7398,71 7 


388.090 
816,674 
2399,567 
2,081,703 
5,078.224 
3,116,033 
4,062,897 
3.038,123 
8,500,952 

4,693,910 

0,554,890 
5,818.166 


1.774.998 
2.609.463 
2,409^57 
1,545,432 
1. 850,549 
1,620.775 
1.840.010 
1.625.090 
1,003,199 

1,578,169 

1,484,468 
1,674,662 


1.988.190 
1323.268 
1,325.539 
2,380,646 
2,742.786 
1.899,793 
2,179,154 
2,159303 
1,959,673 

2378,806 

2,398301 
1382,027 


6,320 
43,241 
58,214 

15,600 
21,988 
15.936 
17.791 

27380 

Niigi 

Hakodi 


860,441 
263.401 
86,658 
291,583 
416.717 
549,948 
281.013 
360,784 
770,962 
441,655 

tte 24.000 
624,167 

lie 688.940 


15.000371 
17356,932 
29.770.641 
17,700,605 
16,188,441 
27.444.068 
24,223,029 
29,467,067 
24,087315 

25,900341 

33334,302 
82,599,379 


20,435,333 
11,475,645 
15,143.246 
19 185.508 
24.294,532 
20,600.994 
20,164,585 
18,014,890 
27,669,466 

22,866,708 

26,269,419 
26,880,468 








52.934,013 


43,048.327 


21,078.673 


24,417,086 


234,111 


6.056.219 







not to hand 31.t July 1880. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE IMPOHT TRADE. 



Yarn ... 

Other Cottons... 

Raw Cotton 

Mousaelinca 

Blankets 

Cloth 

Woollen* A Mixture 
Anus A Ammunition 
Government Goods, 
Tea load and mats 

Metals 

Sugar , 

Bioe. , 

Keroacne 

Various ... 



1.724.854 
1.703,191 
1,234.538 
783,084 



312.507 



1.882.011 
2.730,051 

80,478 
003,780 
345,2.18 
1,315,705 

1,717.984 



16,000371 



1870. 



1871. 



1.760,441 
2,612,240. 
878,643 
858.04U 
IS ixit>:t, 
380,038 
652,310 
977.305 
1.857,625 

200^922 
032,255 



1,730,582 
3.700,277 
1 (HWptt^^i 
771.144] 
.ari liixturt* 
1613671 

r,r,o,85- 

1,101.223 
206,008 

68.490 
320.081 
1.597.944 2,482.203 



1872. 



1873. 



2.770,388 
2,176,981 



12,756.331 
3,908,89: 



3,489,450 
3,609,44-4 
912.624 
60,340{ 

aotn isn. 
100,111 
580,250 
1367,428 
203,120 

I 

1H2.200 
536.201 
3308,549 
768,1 Bo' 

2,563,500 



2,250,926 
5,933,342 
1,874387 
67,376 



2,597,404 
8, 176, 788 
3,805.782 
270,083 



461,188 371,525 
1,963331 
6,166.161 
83,617 

46.856 
416.642 
2,266380 

58,608 
5,612,127 



6,582,000 
577316 
797,39 
101,432 
451302 

2,108.235 
84,192 
323,3 

5,806,224 



1874. 



1875. 



3,780,628' 
3,576,6541 
1,796,568' 
1,152,066] 
l,074.«31i 
70.000 

107.01 2 
2.057.5l2 
20,835 
1309,1161 

100,8161 
1,131,184 
23<9.40« 
14.873 

202,646 
4,685,467 



2,602,813 
4,057,S5< 
2,313,374 

303,000 
2393,13 

179,10-1 

492,107 
2,806,8011 
44376 
3,475,2781 

164,300 
1,043,3,82 
3,482.588 
2,050 

570,245 
6,473,774 



173541,932 29.770,641 17,700,005 28,188,441 27,444,008 24,223,629 20,467,067 24,087,615 25,900,641 33,334,392 32,599370 303,073381 



1876. 



2.970,647 
4,149.094 
1,023367 

724311 
2.263,273 

128,113 

1,311 $6 
61.959 
730,311 
203,431 
919383 

2.743,820 



1877. 



2.131,855 
4388,300, 
2.132,930 
424.439 
2373,621 
460,164' 
684.428 
1,859,805 
461.729 
671,037 
144,112 
1 392,052 
2,872,148 



1878. 



455,79* 602,726 
4,864.145 6,400,546 



2.548,621 
7,660.963 
2,638,087 
289,20r 
2,779,983 
352.28r 
735.971 
1,925.417 
296,878 
598,463 
129,933 
1, 80S,i »*> 
3,073,282 

1,856,881 
6,750,413 



1879. 



3.640,223 
6,179,853 
2,230,367 
101,603 
8,126,042 
174,900 
212,108 
1,966,066 
46,494 
200,295 
204,377 
1,644304 
3,446,000 
248372 
2.185,223 
6.913,360 



313<»8,394 
60.408.086 
23,574,611 
6,866362 
14,011,007 
3.162,176 
8.437.779 



0,671387 
8,406394 
1.565.445 
11379,163 
30,306,410 
17.909,009 
6346,491 
56,876,412 



COM PABATIYE VALUE OF IMPORTS. MEAN OF 1869-1878 WITH 1879; AND 187B WITH 1870. 



COMMODITIES. 



Shirtings 

Yarn , 

OtWsrOcttiM ... 

Raw Cotton 

Mous*'lini-»(.-iT-ur» 

only) 

lltnnkeU 



Mr** r*jJ ViMJi DIFFEREN'CE. PER CENTAGE. 



VALUE. 



is.;-. 



2.5O5.370 
4,<i2li.74H 
1.940.404 
321.115 



WcolkriH A 



Mi 



Arms and Ammuni- 
tion 

GorernuMnt Hoods 
(6 years only) ... 

Tea f-ud and Muta 

MetaU 

Hngar 

Rioe .■..........••..*. 

Keroi 

V.lli IH 



271. 57i I 
7»7.<;->7 



0(12.327 

1,350,2( 
I22.XJ4 
875.806 

2.441 ,850 



2.2:10.36; 
101.603 



2.176.993 8,126.043 



174.0011 
212.108 



2.371.."" 1 



45.404 

I 

200,205 
2IH.377 
1. 644.304' 
3,446.006 
248.272 



4,450.915 6,915,350 



Ikcbkask. 


lit. in t >. 


Ikcbeabi 


Dkchbau. 


1878. 


1.143,844 




45.6 




2,548,62 1 1 


3,169,105 


53 7 




7360.963; 


280,003 




14.9 




2.53.1,087 




422,512 


• 


415.8 


l'o; 


040.040 




44.1 




2,779.083 




'96,664 




"55.2 


362.287 




535,580 




252.6 


735,071 




404,734 




20.6 


1.925,417 




556,833 




1,223.8 


200,87.- 




1,086371 






598,*a 


81,553 




' 66.4 




129.933 


7.W.KJ8 




S7 0 




1 ,808,006 


1.004.150 




41.1 




3,078,282 


,. 


1,357.249 




546.6 






,*• 


267.7 




1.856.881 


2,46i;«5 


... 


55.4 




6.760.413 



IS79. 



3. 010.223 
6.179,853 
2.230,307 
101,603 

3,1 26.042 
174300 
212.10H 

1,966,956 

45.104 

aa>.295 

804377 
1.6H.304 
3,446,000 

24*1,272 



6.915,360 



DIFFERENCE. 



Ini'ickmk. Di 



1. 100.602 



346,050 



41,530 



74.444 

372,724 
248.272 



164,937 



1,381.110 
307.720 
IM7.0O4 



177.381 
323.803 



261384 
329. 16" 
253,702 



0 



PER CKXTAUE. 



I vt biasi. 



43.2 

12.6 
2-3 

573 

1J.1 

"l7.7 
2.4 



1H4.6 



247.0 

55 2. 5 
122.2 
"l6.4 
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SYNOPSIS OK 1 





MM. 


1869. 


1870. 


1871. 


1878. 


1878. 


1874. 


1876. 1876. 


1877. 


187a 


1879. 


TOTAL. 


Silk 

8Uk Egg. 

Tea, 

Kic*» t 


10.761.081 
4,199,138 
3,084,580 

2,390.58* 


5,042.775 
2.728,50(1 
8.019,130 

1.086.840 


5,:-:u0.r..Kt 
3,473,150 
3,848,231 

8,512388 


8.467.H39 
2.184,688 
4,051,292 

8,891.689 


7.353.623 
1,963,159 
5,445,438 
3,122,931 
0,409^81 


7,165,481 
3.0.12,40) 
4,398,711 
521,709 


5,620,315 
731.275 

7.7ri2.244 
839,619 

5.181.132 


5.735.691 13,775.501 
474,921 1,902,271 

6.915.692 5,127,218 
17,091 810,70n 

4.868,485 5,753,713 


10,060,038 
346.99* 
4.409.380 
2.260.930 
5,789.41 H 


8,995,341 
082,606 
4,412,457 
4,641.653 

7,527,362 


11,148.640 
682,023 

7,445,489 
375,943 

7.127.770 


99,428,911 
22,301,789 
89,849303 

6M79.647 


— — ■ 


20,436333 


11,475,645 


15,1433*0 


io.is;.3sh 


34,294,532 


20,6CO,£)94 


20,104^885 


18,014300 27.069.46(5 


83.866.708 


26,259,419 


26,680,465 


852,860.791 



COMPARATIVE VALUE OP EXPORTS. MEAN OP 1868.78 WITH 1879; AND 1878 WITH 1879. 



COMMODITIES. 



Silk. 
Bilk ] 
T.m. . 





YaLOX. 


DIFFERENCE. 


PER CENT AGE. 


VALUE 


DIFFERENCE. 


PER CKNTAGE. 




1879. 










187a j 1879. 










8,025,479 
1,974,470 
4,764,028 
1,110.487 


11,148.640 
588,683 
7,445.48(1 
875.943 

7.187,770 


3.183,179 

8,681,461 

*•• 

8,441,836 


1,891.847 
734,484 

• *• 


38.9 

50.1 
... 
52.1 


238.9 

1953 

••• 


8,995.341 1 11,148.640 
682,6061 682,623 
4,412,457! 7,445,489 
4 641,653 375 943 
7,527,362 7,127.770 


2,153,299 

3,033,032 

... 
... 


99,988 
4,865.710 


88.9 
OS. 7 

• 


"17.2 

1,134.8 

6.6 





SHIRTINGS. 




YARN. 






Number or Pi He IS. 


AVXBAOS VAttTB. 




QUAWTITT IN PlclXL*. 


AvKjlAOK Valub. 


1808 


576,078 


8330 




1868 


35,965 


$49 00 


1809 
1870 


608,981 


8.93 


1869 


53,327 


49.00 


604,012 


8.86 


1870 


76,255 


- 4M.53 


1871 


1,345,089 


2 59 


1871 


79.970 


46.13 


1872 


898,091 


8.63 


1872 


131,671 


45.06 


1873 


1,003,488 


2.69 


1873 


92,204 


34.43 


1874 


1.686,049 


2.88 


1874 


104,904 


34.08 


1876 


1,184,174 


2.20 


- 1875 


137,253 


89.60 


1876 


1,400,318 


8.13 


1876 


147,085 


28.21 


1877 


1,008389 


2.12 


1877 


150,358 


27.20 


1878 


1,066,429 


8.80 


1878 


273,943 


27.60 


1879 


1,814386 


2.01 


1879 


235.712 


20.23 



valuo $2.38 per piece. 



Average rulue $33.02 per plcuL 



TEE 00A8T TRADE. 




TP a passage in an imporUi 
1 ment correctly describes the view* held 
by the governmont^of Japan, the fuuire of 

to be given to tho 'ex- 
of the government to 
reaerve the trade of the littoral, and the laws 
by which that trade is to be regulated. The 
subject ia one bearing directly npon the 
trade of this empire, and a brief review of 
the arguments that have been pnt forward 
during the past few years may servo to 
revive publio interest in a question vital- 
ly affecting the relations of Japan with thoae 
nation* with whom treaties of commerce and 
navigation are proposed to be made. 

Tho real or supposod organs of the govern* 
ment party have professed to meet the arga. 
menta of this journal in favour of an exten- 
sion of tho ooast marine service by a series of 
counter-assertions of facts never disputed, and 
only incidentally referred to. The line of 
defeuco has always been that the trade of the 
coast is essentially national property : that the 
preservation of the right is reasonable and 
jut ; and that the examples of the United 
Slates now, and England in tho past, war- 
rant Japan in assuming "n staunch stand 
for the control of her own coasting trade." 
This position has been supported by reference 
to Adam Smith, McCulloch and other dis- 
tinguished writers, and not no frequently by 
garbled and imperfect quotation. Wo may 



free tho question of all the sentimental 
■(relevancies in which it has been purposely 
enshrouded, by one broad and general admis- 
sion. Japan has, in common with all other 
nations, an indisputable " right " to control 
tho coast trade. The exercise of that right 
has been doprecated it is true, but tho correct- 
noss of the principlo has never been denied ; 

juito willing toconcedeevery point 
! the "right" in order to put an 
end to the fruitless presentation of obvious 
propositions which should not have been per- 
mitted to enter into a discussion based upon 
the advantage or otherwise to the people of 
Japan of rigorously enforcing the existing 
navigation laws. 

This journal first raised the general ques- 
tion. Every arguraont urged in dofenco of 
tho laws now in forco has been traversed 
and, we thiuk, satisfactorily answered. We 
have dealt with the theory from every point 
of view, and havo exposed the ahsur'dity of 
its practical application. It has never been 
part of oar contention ( t<> ndvocate direct 
foreign participation, though wo have steadily 
and unswervingly recommended tho condi- 
tional employment of foreign ships hy Japan- 
ese for Japanese cargo, until such time as na- 
tive built and owned vessels are sufficiently 
numerous to drive ont their foreign com- 
petitors. The great object has been to show 
that the incipient trade of Japan reqnires 
the cheapest menus of conveyance : that with 
the development of trade a native merchant 
navy will sping up without the questionable 
protection of government which, as in tho 



case of the government steamship company, 
taxes tho struggling traders for tho benefit 
of an individual who has no claim whatever 
to tho privileges with which he ia 
and that the relief to which the 



are entitled is to be fonnd in free 
for them to use th« 
vessels, Japanese or foreign, thoy can i 
In short, tho Hue of argument we havo 
adopted is based upon the maxim that uaviga. 
tion is the effect, not the causo, of commerce. 

Tho position of Japaneso navigation is 
unique. Commerco requires n considerable 
extension of the facilities of ooast transport : 
but there is an evident disinclination on tho 
part of the government to accede to the mo- 
dest and reasonable doraands of tho people. 
There is in tbe country one official steamship 
company owning some forty ships, of which 
a few are under repair or laid up, two 
are engaged in tho Hongkong, and five 
in the Shanghai line. Probably not thirty 
vessels, certainly not more, are availablo 
for the performance of the whole coast trade 
of a large island ompire. There are, iu addition 
to tho government company, two or throe so- 
called shipping companies owning a few river 
steamors and cock boats engaged in an insig- 
nificant trade between tho little towns of 
the southern const; and now tho Mitsui Bua- 
snn Kaisha owus a steamer which is to be 
employed in foreign not domestic trade. The 
government company is, therefore, iu posses- 
sion of a virtual monopoly of the ooast trade ; 
and apart from the freights charged which, 
for want of competition, are abnormally high 
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the cargo capacity of the vessels is too limit- 
ed, the service too uncertain, and tho favour- 
itism to official monopolists in tho carriage 
of good* too glaring, to permit the real mor- 
ohauta of Japan to derive any benefit what- 
ever from the means of coast transport at 
their disposal. 

To prevent the possibility of roisapprehon- 
on wo may point out that any native of 
Japan has the right to trade on the coast, 
but as only Jnpancso owned vessels nro 
permitted to enter Japanoso ports tho vessels 
employed.in the service most be purchased 
and transferred to the Japanese flag. This 
tales tho outlay, to procure tho 
of carriage, of the capital retired to 
tho commodities designed to be 
and throws upon tho shipowner the 
of loss inseparable from ignorance of 
of merchant ships. Tho capital 
in the hands of Japanese merchants is too 
small to permit any portion of it to be dig 
bnrsod in tho purchase, of stcatuc 
as it cannot be used in tho develop- 
ment of trade, for which there is no out- 
let for want of cheap carriage, it remains 
idle and useless, and the merchant is compel- 
led to a life of inactivity or confined to the 
business of a peddler. If, on the other hand, 
tho merchant could have the privilege of freely 
chartering cheap vessels for bin own purpose* 
his poeitiou would be entirely changed. (I) Ho 
would lay out his paper capital in the produc- 
tion of commodities to be exchanged for specie 
or its real equivalent : (2) the certainty 
of payment for his labour would bo an un- 
failing stimulus to production : (3) lands now 
lying waste would bo utilised to the advant- 
age of the national revenue : (4) with increas- 
ed wealth the wants of the people would be- 
come larger: towns would spring up with 
thriving industries where a few woodon hovels 
now stand : (5) that large portion of the 
population now comparatively idle because 
there is no reward for voluntary labour — and 
disaffected because idle — would find profitable 
employment, and as tho result of labour is 
production, and production is wealth, scarcity 
would give place to abundance ; poverty to 
affluence : (0) ns the national revenue must 
Deregulated by the means of the tax-payers, it 
is evident that the policy which tends to 
increase trade will increase tho revonuo in 
proportion ; (7) and finallv, as it is impos- 
sible for any government to carry out their 
projects by the receipt and disbursement of 
their own paper promises to pay, it is of the 
first importance to obtain payment of taxes in 
mouty, and to do that the tax-payer mast 
hare some means of procuring money, or ita 
tangible equivalent, in return for his com- 
modities, to tho production of which latter 
there is practically no limit. These nro na- 
tnral consequences thnt would How from the 
modification of the navigation laws of Japan ; 
and it is no exaggeration to assert, aa we have 
always asserted, that the prosperity of this 
empire is wholly dependent upon the coast- 
ing trade. 

Tho fallacy of the proposition that Japa- 
nese may charter foreign vessels for trade 
with non-treaty ports upon proper application, 
has been sufficiently demonstrated. Official 
evasion and delay arc insurmountable obsta- 
cle* in the way of private individuals who 
have now ceased to vex their souls with 
fruitless implications at government offices. 

This being tho state of affairs it is not 
without rfismav tliat Japanese view the 
indications of a still closer reservation of 
the right of coasting. Merchsnta proper re- 
gard the professions made of '■ protection " 
of the tnde aa declarations of tho iutoutiou 



to give additional advantages to 
nopolists, knowing that government 
ed trading associations can and do 
foreign vossels for non-treaty ports, while 
applications for the grant of similar privi- 
legea to the people are evaded in tho manner 
wo have described in proviouB articles on the 
same subject; and they urge, reason- 
ably enough, that in Japan tho government 
make laws and regulations tlioy are tho first 
to violate, while the people arc held firmly 
bound by them to their grievous injury and 
permanent detriment. In fine, the coast 
trade of Japan is now a closo governmental 
monopoly surrounded by restrictions which 
bind tho people, that is, the unofficial traders, 
but not the government; and this arises 
from the fact that those interested in the 
maintenance of tbo coast monopoly are 
largely represented in the government, while 
(ho landed interest, the agriculturists, and 
the mercantile clauses, arn not ; a state of 
j things thnt could not possibly exist if the 
people had any means of making their wishes 
known in high quarters. 

All well-wishers of Japan would have been 
gratified with a proposition which, while 
distinctly rosorviug to Japan absolute control 
of the ooast trade, should haw given to 
the people the means they so urgently 
require to develop© the resources of tho 
country. Tho charter of foreign vessels 
under conditions expressly stipulated by 
treaty would have provided Japan with a 
ready-mado merchant navy on tho most 
favourable terms, without in any way detract- 
ing from the reserved right of tho nation to 
control the traffic between its own ports ; and 
a double purpose would havo been served : 
the government would have retained the 
"right of protection," and tho peoplo would 
havo had opened to them tho channel through 
which, in time to come, an enormous trndo 
will bo conducted. — July 24. 



A YAltN IMPORTATION COMPANY. 

THE Chiitgai Pukka Shin/M is very much 
exercised about the importation of 
cotton yarn. This article is, according to 
our contemporary, the chief import of Japan, 
ita monthly value ranging from 500,000 to 
800,000 yen ; bnt only ten per cent, is im- 
ported by Japanese, the balance being sent 
out to foreign morchants, which means that 
the transactions must necessarily bo against 
the Japanese. It is in view of this unplea- 
sant condition of affairs that five dealers in 
yam in Tokio hare resolved to form a com- 
pany with a capital of one million you, with 
the object of importing direct without the 
meddlesome interference of foreigners ; nnd 
to act upon tho principle that tho establish- 
ment of commercial rights is dependent upon 
direct trade with other countries. 

Wbonever Buch Bchomes as these ere made 
public the childishness of the native charac- 
ter is exposed. Tho importation of yarn, 
equally with any other business operation, is 
aa open to the Japanese as to the foreigner. 
The cousomer of yarn will not benefit by 
an extension of the trade, and an increased 
import by Japanese companies; but the 
tait»ri will. Tho seven or eight Japanese 
brokers, and the Machigaislio, effectually 
control tho trade of Yokohama : and the 
vested interests are too valuable to permit of 



dealers 
assume 

if any 



j to permit 
vasion by a company of five yar 
in Tokio. We may, therefore, safely 
that the proposed company has little 



any chance of seeing the light of day. 
lor years past the practice of foreign 



merchants has been to compete with each 
other in the sale of imports, the consequences 
of which have been (1) the accumulation of 
large stocks; (2) an oxtonsive assortment 
for the Japanese dealers to select f r om on the 
spot ; (3) sales at the lowest prices, frequent- 
ly bolow the cost in Manchester ; and (4) the 
capital necessary to carry on the business 
must be provided by foreigners, the Japanese 
only paying as they tako delivery. Under 
i conditions as these what special attrae- 
is offered by direct yarn importation f 
We suspect tho founders of tho company are 
led to believe in the onormous profits obtain- 
ed by foreigners by comparison of the prioes 
charged by the tailori with the rates in 
Manchester quoted by- telegraph, instead of 
by comparing the prioes demanded t>y tho 
tailori with those for which tho same yarn 
was sold by the foreign merchant. Should 
this assumption be well founded it is another 
and strong evidence of the rottenness of the 
system which prevents tho free intercourse 
of the consumer and produoer. The former 
may procure yarn and all other imports 
direct from foreign merchants in Japan 
cheaper than if imported direct ; but whilo 
seven men are permitted, in violation of the 
latter and spirit of the treaties of commerce, 
to monopolist* tho entire foreign trade, to 
buy from the foreign merchant on the cheap- 
est and to sell to tho native consumer on the 
dearest possible terms, there is no hope of 
any improvement of our commercial relatione. 

Wo may ask the Ckiuyai Pukka Shinpo to 
p-it aside ita silly and offensive comments 
upon foreign interference in commerce, and 
give in their place somo information on the 
following head. Can a Japanese company, 
say, for instance, the Mitsui Bassan Kaisha, 
buy yarn cheaper in Manchester, or sell it 
dearer in Japan than any foreign firm can 
do ? At present we are inclined to think 
that the inexperienco of the Japanese, al- 
ready sufficiently demonstrated in the results 
of transactions undertaken in direct foreign 
trade, notably in silk, blaok tea, rice and silk 
eggs, will place thorn at considerable disad- 
vantage with the foreigner ; but assuming 
they can lay down imported yarn on equally 
good terms thoy will always hare to compete 
with the foreign importer, though, unlike 
him, they will posses no counterbalancing 
advantages in the export of Japanese pro- 
duce, the import and export transactions 
forming one adventure. 

A year or two ago the Ohiugai Pukka 
Shinpa advocated the manufacture of yarn 
in this country, and, in an unguarded moment, 
volunteered to furnish estimates of cost and 
working to show the large profits that mast 
accrue from such an undertaking. Those 
estimates showed that the produce of tho 
factory, if sold at fully ton per cont. above 
the ruling market rate, would yield a net 
return of . r »,549 yen to provide for repairs 
to machinery, to keep the buildings in order, 
depreciation fund, insurance dr-o., and to pay 
a dividend on over 200,000 yen ; and when 
closely examined and corrected the estimates 
showed a considerable loss annually undor 
tho most favourable circumstances. Finding 
the manufacture of yarn nmciiiiiiierative the 
Chimjni Pukka Shinjn— the blind lender of 
the blind— now proposes tbo formation of a 
company to compete with foreign merchants 
in a trade that even tho ingenuity of r.ur 
native contemporary cannot show to be 
in any way advantageous to those who engage 
in it. 

Wo shall welcome any Japanese commercial 
enterprise undertaken by persons not support- 
ed by official ro fl«uc« ; and the promos 
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may rsly on every assistance being afforded 
to them by foreign merchants resident here. 
The basilicas, so far, has boon very unprofit- 
able to all concerned in it accept the tailor i ; 
and losses must be looked forward to as the 
sequel of the proposed adventure. What we 
object toil the flippancy of the Chiagai liukka 
Skinpo,*iul its grossly impertinent and unvrar- 

7*^28. COmn,OUt " Up °" for8 '& n 



SILVER YEN 

XAT% reprint from tho China Mail of July 
YV 21st, the following item : — 

Id regard to the proposed introduction of 
the Japanese yen into this colony, we learn 
from undoubted authority tbat, although the 
Home Government do not propose to inter- 
fere with existing arrangements in the Strait*, 
there is no intention whatever on the part of 
the Imperial Government to extend the cir- 
culation of the yen to any other colony. 
Lord Kimbcrley has stated in writing that 
the coin will not be introduced into Hong- 
kong, and it is satisfactory to havo an 
answer of a definite nature, even although it 
may not coincide with tho provioos opinions 
or desires of many of those concerned. It 
may be remembered that the Hongkong 
Chamber of Commerce passed a resolution in 
favour of the yen's introduction, when Mr. 
Nelson delivered himself of some strictures 
upon Mr. John Pitman's connection with a 
Chinese petition in favour of the coin's lega- 
lisation in tho colony. These matters have 
lately received a prominenoe otherwiso than 
on fiscal grounds, and they will be fresh in 
the minds of our readers. It is believed that 
of the question in the 
*as a somewhat sudden and in- 



was passed in favour of the yen being i 
duoed, the opinion of the Chamber 
shortly afterwards found to be much divided 
on tho subject. It appears, however, thBt 
the Imperial Government are satisfied with 



the Mexican, as, while they deelino to ranko 
a British dollar, they also refuse to recognise 
the Japanese yen. It may also be within the 



i yen. it may 

of some that H.K. Governor 
tod the Japanese officials and people 
to believe tbat he bad no small influence, in 
regard to this matter, with the Imperial 
Government. This decision on the part of 
H.M. Principal Secretary of State for the 
Colonies will, therefore, tend to place the 
Governor of Hongkong in a moro natural 
and less fantastic light than he appeared foi 
a few short months in the land of the Rising 
Son. 

This is intelligence of great importance, 
and as our contemporary is invnriably well 
informod aud accurate we may consider 
that all hopo of making the Japanese silver 
yen a leual tender in Hongkong at par 
with the Mexican dollar, is at an end. 

The action of the Oriental Bank Cor- 
poration and the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bauking Corporation here must now be 
taken into reconsideration. The entire 
coarse of foreign exchange is disturbed by 
the fact that two English banks hero have 
arranged with the Japanese government to 
accept silver yen at par with the dollar, 
when the former coin is at a discount in 
Hongkong. That it is a measure of con- 
venience to tho government, and one that 
entails uo loss upon the banks will be 
readily admitted; but that there is a loss 
npon every transaction and consequent do* 
tsriontioB of money in Yokohama, will bt 



as readily affirmed. The report of onr 
general chamber of commerce was suffi- 
ciently emphatic in condemnation of the 
batiks' action, as tho followiug extract will 
show. Referring to a recommendation 
made by tho chamber in a previous report 
to tho effect that the acceptance of the yen 
here would bo reasonable, provided it is 
accepted as current in China, tho report 
continues : — 

Soon after arrangements were made by 
which the foreign banks beginning with the 
19th September, agreed to accept the silver 
yen on a par with the Mexican dollar; or 
rather by then© arrangements the latter coin 
wss virtually excluded from circulation. It 
is somewhat to be regretted that this should 
have been done before currency bad been 
obtained for tho yen in China, or nt least in 
Hongkong. Tho result has been that onr 
rates of exchange instead of ruling higher 
thau those iu Hongkong have kept bolotv 
them, and it may bo said that in one sense 
the money bold in Yokohama has beon de- 
preciated to tho extent of 1 or 2 per cent. 

We trust that now the matter is finally 
settled that Japanese coins are not to be 
made a legal tender in Hongkong, steps will 
bo tnkon by our loading morchants to bring 
about reform in tho rates of exchange. The 
experiment ha* been tried long enough to 
satisfy the parties concerned that any benefit 
from its continuance is impossible; and that 
this new system of taxing foreign trade in 
Japan should come to an ond.— Jnly 31. 
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THE MITSU BISHI COMPANY AND 
TUB CHINESE GUILD. 



MR. TRIPP, agent in Hongkong of the 
Mitsu Bishi Steamship Company, has 
sddrcsscd the following letter to the CAmo 
Mail.— 



T» tht SdiUr «/ tae " Cmiu Mail." 

li Steamship 
July 5, 1880. 
Sik, — Referring to an extract from the Japan 
GatrlU which appeared in your issue of the Zuth 
ultiu-o. headed " The Hltau Bishi Company and 
the Chinese Guild," I au> requested by the Direc- 
tors of the Company to contradict the statement 
made try tho Editor of that paper that " Mr. Iwa- 
saki Yauoaki was present at the meeting." as that 
gentleman was not there, and therefore could not 
hare made the remarks attributed to him : and 
that tho whole of the article was equally erroneous. 
They did not think it necessary to reply locally 
to tho article on its first appearance; in the 
meantime they do not wish the rtongkoug 
public* to be led away by any false impressions 
which the said article may give rise to. 

I remain. Sir, 

Yours faithfully. 

H. J. W. THIPP. 
[We insert the above an a matter of course, al- 
though wo think the wiwet thing would have been 
for the DiriM tors of the M B S. 8. Co. to have ad- 
divined the Editor of tho Ocuttlt.— Ed. CM.] 

It is not customary for a newspaper to take 
notice of communications of this character 
inserted in other journals which ought, in the 
ordinary course, to havo becu addressed to 
the paper in which the matter complained of 
first appeared. In this instance, however, 
our veracity is impugned, and tho article in 
tho Japan Gazette of Juno 10th, headed "The 
Mitsu Bishi Company and the Chinese Guild" I 
is declared, on the authority of tho directors | 
of tie Mit.il Bishi Company, to to altogether | 



erroneous, and calculated to create false im- 
pressions it ia moat desirable to do away 
with. 

Great stress is laid upon the inaccuracy 
of the statement "that Mr Iwasui Yasofki 
was present at tho meeting." Tho informa- 
tion upon which we relied as the basis 
of tho article now so authoritatively con- 
tradicted was given to us by a Chinese 
merchant of standing and experienco who 
wss present nl the meeting of tho guild on 
June lith. On referring to him *o find that 
when tho complaints of the Chinese mer- 
chants were made known to tho MiUu Biohi 
Company the chief manager in Tokio had an 
interview with tho chairman of tho guild, to 
whom the following letter was addressed. 
(Copy). No. 38. 

Tokio, June 13th. 1880. 

Mr. Chsono Wo Tjli, 

Yokohama. 

Sia, — I respectfully inform you that I will cal 1 
upon you at your o«ce at 7 p.m. on the l&tb inst.. 
in reference to the matter we conversed about 
You will please accep t this intimation. 
(Signed) A8AVUKI YKIJI, 

Mitau Bishi Company. 

The members of the guild were not satis- 
fied with this communication. It was con- 
sidered that if the matter were to bo dis- 
cussed with a view to a aottloraont it was 
necessary for one of the principals or the 
directors to bo present at the meeting. Inti- 
mation was conveyed to Mr. Iwasaki Yataro 
of this resolution, and at the meeting on ths 
evening of tho 1.1th June tbe following letter 
was presented to tho guild : — 



(Cop,). 



Wo T*i. 



Tokio, June 15lh, 1880. 



Mr. 



Sir, — I have the honour to inform you that I 
herewith authorise the bearer Mr. A s a f n kl Yeiji, 
manager of the chief office of this company, to 
confer with you upon ths matters under review. 

You will be pleased to consult him without re- 
servation. 

(Signed) IWASAKI YATABO, 
President Mitsu Bishi Steamship Co. 

(S-l). 

This letter of introduction authorising 
the chief manager, under the band and seal 
of tho sole proprietor of the company, to 
confer with the guild, was deemed satisfac- 
tory by the meeting, and the business 
entered upon without delay. The 
questions of short delivery of cargo; 
damage to goods while ou board tbe i 
pany's vessels ; of the effect of certain cla 
in the bill of lading to which consignees 
so constantly referred in answer to their com- 
plaints ; the many promises of redress mads 
by the company left unfulfilled ; the treat- 
ment of Chinese shippers at the several 
agencies ; and othor grounds of complaint 
were travelled over and discussed, Mr. 
Astruci Yeui promising, on behalf of tho 
comtiany he represented, to thoroughly inves- 
tigate live matter and give redress should 
he find the action of the company bad beon 
arbitrary or unfair. 

Tho majority of members of the guild, 
however, while fully appreciating the ex- 
pressed intontions of tho company to do 
away with the grievance* complained of, 
considered themselves justified iu assuming 
a firm attitude of resistance to what tbey 
behoved to be a system of abuses ; and a 
resolution was therefore adopted binding the 
members to refrain from shipping by the 
Mitsu Bishi vessels nntil better and more 
liberal regulations are made in connection 
with cargo dtlivsry. 
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reforonco to the 
members of the Chinese guild present at the 
meeting of Jnne 15th, shows thru everj fnct, 
with one exception. Bet ont in the article de- 
clared to bo false by the directors of the 
company, was correctly Btated. The mistake 
was iu referring to Mr. Asafeki Ykiji as Mr. 
Iwasaki Yanoski, our informant in tho first 
instance being clearly nnder the impression 
that the gentleman present who spoko with 
authority was Mr. Iwanaki Yaxoski, 
yonngcr brother of Mr. Yatabo, and a 
director of tho company. Wo must apo- 
logize to Mr. Iwasaki Yasobki for doing 
him the injustice to suppose bim cap 
able of attending to a matter of snch import- 
ance as the Chinese business on the Hongkong 
branch of tho company's service; but in 
•very other respect wo confirm, in the most 
minute detail, the account of tho proceedings 
of the Chinese guild hold on Jnno 10th, and 
reported in tho Ju/hiu Oasetla on" the follow- 
ing day. With regard to the comment* we 
thought fit to mako we cannot admit any 
responsibility. They were made in the in- 
terest of the pnblic and with dno regard to 
the welfare and reputation of a company 
the management of which has always re- 
ceived its due acknowledgment from us 
whenever occasion required. 

Wo cannot conclude without imputing to 
the directors of tho company a deliberate 
attempt to discredit tbo substance of the 
article by dwelling upon a trifling inaccuracy, 
wbilo they were fully aware of the truth 
of tho circumstances upon which tbo article 
was bused. Mr. Iwasaki Yaxoski waa not 
present, but the chief manager of tbo com- 
pany, specially aocredited by the president of 
the board of directors, was. '1 ho distinction 
we cannot appreciate, but, no doubt, tbe 
merchants of Hongkong interested in the I 
matter will be now able to place the proper 
construction upon Mr. Tkipc's letter, and 
upon the action of tho directors of the Mitsu 
Bishi Steamship Company who were fully 
acquainted with all that passed at a meeting 
wherein they were represented by their chief 
manager which they subsequently, not in Yo- 
kohama bat in Hongkong where verification 
of tbe statements made was impossible, at- 
tempted to discredit by an official denial baaed 
opon a technicality of no moment — July 22. 



PUBLICATION OF THE TRBATT. 
TARIOUS excuses have been put forward 



by tbe lit 



astilii 



. pro 
the 



tion of its 
posals for 



weakest. 



action in publishing tho newes 
treaty revision, the last being 
The attempt to conclude a secret treaty witl 
the United States is quoted by our contem- 
porary as an instance of mulafiJti still re- 
corded and neither justified nor condoned ; and 
tbe action of Japan in that matter is then urg- 
ed as a reason why each foreign representative 
should consider himself absolved from every 
obligation of secrecy imposed alike by the 
proper request of this government and tho 
duties of his office. Worse reasoning than 
this it would be difficult to find. It is 
equivalent to saying that because an instance 
of bad faith has been proved against the 
government, foreign ministers are juHtified 
in retaliating by exposing orery measure or 
proposition laid before them by the Japanese 
authorities. 



We have excellent reason to 
know that these propositions were not com- 
municated in the ordinary way, and that 
measures were taken to convey, in courteous 
hut unmistnkablo terras, the earnest desire of 
tho Mikado's ministers for confidential 
secrecy, at least for tho present. ' State 
documents are not tho pro|»rty of the 
representatives but of their governments by 
whom they are aocredited; and, under 
the pccnliar circumstances of this easo, the 
propositions made by Japan wore essentially 
confidential. The foreign minister — if it is 
possible that any foreign representative can 
have been guilty of so gross an indiscretion 
— who divulged the contents of tho document 
translated and published by the Japan Uerald, 
is not fit to occupy tho post ho holds ; and 
there can bo little doubt that a note from the 
Japanese government would lead to his im- 
mediate recall. 

If we reverse the positions and assume 
that tbe British government had made an 
important and confidential communication 
to the Jnpaneso government, tho full text of 
which appeared, in translation in the XtekV 
Nichi Shinbun a few days afterwards, would 
tbe British government not be justified in 
serious remonstrance and even absolute with- 
drawal from further negotiation ? 

Thero can be little doubt about it; and as 
Japan now fiuds her confidence grossly violat- 
ed it is not improbable that considerable 
delay will follow and interfere with the settle- 
ment of this question of treaty and tariff 
revision which has been kept suspended over 
tho head of foreign trade for eight years past. 

With regard to the necessity that for- 
eigners resident in Japan should know every- 
thing that passes, rocootly urged as one rea- 
son for tho publication of a document sur- 
reptitiously obtained, when was it that tbis 
lively interest in public matters was first awa- 
kened? As a soltlomcut Yokohama is remark- 
able for its apathy and persistent neglect of 
its own affairs. Every opportunity has already 
been given to foreign merchants to convey 
their views upon tradal changes involved in 
treaty revision ; and there oan be little doubt 
their opinions will receive full consideration 
in duo time. Tbis being so, it is bard to 
understand bow they can be interested iu an 
inchoate negotiation which may never be 
concluded in its present form. 

Tbe act of presenting tbe document to tbe 
Japan Herald for translation and publication 
was a gross and utterly unjustifiable broaob 
of confidence : the pnblination was an indis- 
cretion made ten-fold worse by tbo bombas- 
tic nousonso which preluded it sotting forth 
the difficulties overcomo by the Uerald in its 
anxiety to cater for the public welfare; aud 
each subsequent attempted explanation or 
justificatory passage forms au apology in- 
finitely worse than the offence. 

We should not havo referred to tbis matter 
which conld with great advantage be per- 
mitted to rust in silence, were it not for the 
Btrained, unjustifiable and wholly unnecessary 
lino of defence adopted by our contemporary. 
—July 22. 



volvedin iU violation), merits the 
reprobation, and would, had it occurred in 
Europe, hare entailed an immediate cessation 
of the diplomatic functions of tbe offender. 

The " obsorvatious " published with tho 
Hrafu ore in the original English: they do 
not form part of the treaties, and were not 
addressed to the governments concerned ; but 
formed a semi-official note to the represen- 
tatives of those governments. 

These facts will show that the Japan 
HeraU is deserving of no special meed of 
praise. There is no particular difficulty iu 
procuring what is given one for the asking. 
On the other hand the gift reflects anything 
but credit upon the giver, who is debarred 
from pleading ignorance because his first 
offence was not passed over in silence at the 
time it was committed. — July 28. 



\Ys have received information respecting 
the source from whence the Japan Herald 
received the French copy of the government 
propositions for treaty revision, which leads 
us to believe we made an unjust imputation in 
tho closing lines of a paragraph in the Japan 
OateiU of July 2Sih. The tniuister who 
sanctioned the publication in this instance, is 
not the minister who furnished the Japan 
Herald with the detuils of the proposed tsriff. 
This correction we moke with much pleasure 
for we believe it to be strictly accurate. 

There is no justification for calling upon the 
Japan Herald to divulge the name of its in- 
formant, but it would be well if the miuister 
in question, who U understood to be prepared 
to defeud bis action, could have the courage of 
bis opinions and authorize the publication of the 
authority under which the Uerald acted. This 
suggestion is made with tbe best intention. — 
July 29. 

Thki is a report to the effect that a foreign 
resident of Tokio, not iD government service 
or attached to any foroign legatioi 
session of the propositions for treaty r 
on July 13ih, throo days before ths Herald 
published the first part. Should this be true, 
and our information is from an 
source, the charge of indiscretion 1 
greater force at the door of tbe 
government. 

If any one unofficial person was entrusted 
with tho details of a negotiation of snch a 
character by, or with tho sanction of any of 
tho Japanese ministers, there was no further 
obligation of secrecy, and tbe publication of 
the whole paper became necessary and useful. 

If the Japan Herald had known of this 
on the 16th instant, and hsd, instead of tak- 
ing credit for overcoming difficulties it never 
encountered, given it as a reason fer the pub- 
lication, few of tho strictures so fully justified 
would have been made — July 20. 



s in pos- 
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It is as well the public should know that 
the proposed treaties published by tho JW/w/i 
Herald were translated from a French v.rsion 
of the drail— itself a translation from the 
English. Little or no doubt remains as to 



of trust, bnt the delivery to a newspaper for 
publication of a document given in confidence 
by ths government of Japan to tbo govern* 



It is not the publication of the document ! the source of the HtruUV$ inspiration; end 
that presents the seriooa aspect of a broach this second grave breach of international 

etiquette (an etiquette which should have 
more than tbe force of law, inasmuch ss the 
honour of ■ government and people is in- 



Wt are given to understand thst tho i 
tcr who supplied the Japan Herald with the 
proportions for treaty revision, detends his 
action on the grounds that no obligation of 
secrecy was imposed upon him when the 
papers wore delivered: and that he is, as 
the protector of the interests of his co-ns- 
tionals, justified in using his own judgment 
with regard to the publication or otherwise of 
state documents transmitted to him. VThon 
reference il made to tho propositions formu- 
lated by the Japanese government, it becomes 
plain that the draft of the treaty of friendship 
is communicated to the governments of the 
powers with whom such relations sre desirable. 
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propositions it contains 
confidence by one government to others. Even 
if this were not tho esse wo unhesitatingly 
that it is not usual for a government 
transmitting state papers to tho rcpre- 
i of other governments, to ask that 
they may be kept secret. It is the duty of the 
minister receiving them to treat them as 
confidential, without being asked : more 
especially when they are addressed, not to him- 
self, but to the government whom he serves. In 
the case in point, by making the contents of 
•tote papers public, the minister has betrayed 
a trust reposed in him by his own government 
as well as by the government to which he is 
accredited This is the view taken of the tran- 
saction by a number of well-informed persons who 
regard a foreign minister in snch matters as 
tho bearer or receiver of a communication 
from one government to another. To mnke 
that communication public before it has reach- 
ed its destination, or thereafter without the 
consent of his own government, wo may any, 
of both governments, is a breach of trust. 
80 strictly particular are governments in 
this respect thst documents prepared at the 
legation abroad for transmission home can- 
not be published without the consent of 
tho principal secretary for foreign affairs. 
An instance of this ia afforded by the 
British consular trsdo returns. Before these 
useful documents eould be published here 
previous to their receipt in Loudon, Sir 
Harry Parkes had to obtain the special 
sanction of the foreign office If ono govern- 
ment is so strict in cases of this kind wo ore 
justified in assuming that other governments 
would be equally so when the communication is 
from a foreign government on a subject of tho 
utmost value and importance to tho nation that 
puts it forward ; and we have no reason 
to retract or modify any of the strictures it 
has been our duty to pass upon an act which, 
to say the least ofit, is not calculated, to in- 
crease the esteem in which the Japanese 
government regard the plenipotentiaries of 
foreign powers accredited to Japan. — July 20. 
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The quantity of ground required for tho 
proposed road purposes will not 
one hundred and thirty tanbo ; 
"upon this land some building* 
tho removal of which will be necessary. 
Are there no means by which the 
owner of the lot could be induced to accept 
a reasonable remuneration for the surrender 
of the ground, the cost of which, together 
with tho expenses of removal of buildings, 
Ac, should properly bo charged to the muni- 
cipality ? What can the total sum be ? Mr. 
Copi's original proposition stated by him at 
tho trial, was $6,785 for the land Ac. for 
which he had furnished a statement of parti- 
culars. Whether this sum included the cost of 
removing the buildings wo do not know, but 
if the quantity of land does not exoeed 130 tan- 
bo, $52 per tanbo is excessive. Landed 
property is happily steady, if not actually 
increasing in value, but wo shonld bo dis- 
inclined to recognize any greater value for 
ground in the louality of No. 95 than $25 per 
tanbo. Thia would bring the purchase price of 
the land to 83,250, and the oost of removal and 
re-erection of buildings to about $1,250 more ; 
in any case $5,000 should be ample. This 
is not a sum of money that on t to bo allowed 
to stand in the way of an arrangement of 
such great service to the community, espe- 
cially when we consider that at the land sale 
lately held of swamp lota over $60,000 was 
received by the government. Although 



corpse down 
ice at a few re 



y rii*lifc to inquire into 
we may still point out that if 
not come to terms for any- 
1 the sum of his original pro- 
y $6,785, hi 
an awkward 



EXTENSION OF THE SETTLEMENT 



THE great extension of the foreign settle- 
ment to the south and west, and the 
erection of numerous buildings on the land 
hitherto known aa the swamp, re-opens the 
question of a road to communicate with the 
centre of the settlement, Main and Water- 
streets, and Homura-road. 

More than two years have elapsed since the 
action brought by the Japaneeo government 
against the owners of land lot number 95, 
which resulted in a verdict in favour of the 
defendants ; but as that matter ia still pen. 
dents lite on appeal to the court at Shanghai, 
there is little hope of an arrangement being 
arrived at until judgment has been given, 
or nnleas both parties can be prevailed on to 
abandon litigation both tedious and expensive, 
and come to an understanding baaed upon 
common reason and due consideration for tho 
public convenience. 60 far as the govern-' 
ment are con corned we understand, from the 
explanations of their counael for the action 
brought against the owners of lot 95, that 
their desire to recover a piece of ground they 
contended to be improperly incorporated 
with land to which it nover belonged, was 
to construct just snch a roadway as would 
now bo most useful and convenient to a 
number of merchants whose communica- 

ia materially ob- 



we have r 
private attaint 
Mr. Cope will 
thing less thn 

position namely $6,785, he ia placing the 
government in an awkward position ; bnt if, 
on the other hand, a reasonable arrangement 
can bo arrived at, based Ray upon indepen- 
dent valuation of the ground in question to 
be made by a person agreed to by both parties, 
we think that litigation might be abandoned 
and tho interests of tho foreign landrcntora 
of a considerable portion of the settlement 
consulted, with advautage to all concerned, 
and without any loss of dignity to the gov- 



ernment. — July 31. 



VENALITY IN RUSSIAN OFFICIALDOM. 

A recent French publication la Tixutie «< It 
NikQitme, whose author M. Pierre Frede" 
claims to have resided a long time in Russia 
and to have closely studied the national cha- 
racter, relates tho following story as a fair 
instance of the widely spread corruption in 
the official ranks of Holy 

Even yet the worst ai 
among robbers is the soldier, ft is a sorry 
truth. When a man at night-time is on hia 
way homo from one of the more distant 
quarters of the capital, he will do well to be 
on hia guard against soldiers, and if he 
should meet any of them in the streets nover 
to take his eyes off him. 

On a winter evening a citisen passes the 
river Newa on the ice ; a soldier watches 
him, cleaves his skull by a sword-cut, or 
strangles bim with a Innso, takes his clothes, 
his watch, his pelisse, first of all the pelisse, 
which is a piece of clothing that is always 
worth at least 200 to 300 francs, very often 
double that amount, according to the quality , 
of the fan. Then the soldier pushes the J 



a hole, which he makes in the 
roda distance from the footpath. 
After having accomplished the robbery and 
concealed tho murder— the waters are dumb 
during winter— tho soldier sella hia vic- 
tim's pelisse »t Tchukindwore (the dog— or 
rather vermin — market) before the eyas of 
everybody. A robbery is suspected, but none 

darea to inform against the robber a 

military man! A ttealor offers 50 francs; 
he is not ignorant of the manner in whioh 
his bargain liaa been obtained, but a quarter 
of an hour afterwards the article is sent into 
tho provinces, and can never be recovered. 
The receiver has immediately put himself oat 
of all danger. 

The soldier returns to his barracks, and 
invites aome of his comrades to an ontertain- 
ment, which invariably consists of whiskey, tea, 
onion pies, pastry, and sour or salted herring. 
In his boisterous drunkenness, he reveals tho 
truth and raises tho suspicions of his officers, 
who nre watahing for an opportunity to 
plunder the soldier in their turn. The officer 
sends for tbo soldier Yegor, robber and mur- 
derer, who with hia right hand to his fore- 
head and his left hand resting on tho hem of 
his pantaloons, moves automatically towards 
his officer. 

"You gavo an entertainment this morn- 
ing ?" 

" Yes, Sir." 

" Where did yon got. tho money from f" 
" I found a pelisse on the Newa." 
" For how mnch did you sell it ?" 
" Fifty roubles." 

" Where is tho balance of the money ?" 
" In my boots." 

The boots of the soldier and peasant 
form their place of safe keeping j in them 
everything is stowed away, onions, potatoes, 
nnsrtir, bread, tobacco, cheese, etc., etc. 

"Very good!" says the officer, and sear- 
ches the boots ; ho takes what pleases him 
and thereupon he sends tho soldier to prison 
for a fortnight to amend his morals. 

In the course of the day, tho oaptain be- 
comes aware of what has bapponed, and im- 
mediately summons the lieutenant, who pre- 
sents himself in the same posture aa Yegor 
did to him. 

" Lieutenant, this morning you sent one 
of the grenadiers to prison ?" 

" Yea, oaptain." 

" why r 

" He had stolen a pelisse, and sold it in 
the market." 

" And yon have possessed yourself 
money ? Am I right or not ? Wl 
that money ?" 

•' In my | 

" Step m 

And tho captain 
pocket, where ho findB about thirty 
which he transfers to hia own pocket, 
ho retires saying inwardly : " I am going to 
stand a l»ttle of champagne for myself :" 

He takes hia loag pipe, lights it, draws a 
few mouthfuls of smoke and empties half of 
the bottle, when suddenly the colonel enters 
without knocking at the door. 

" Halloo, captain ! what are yon drinking 
there?" 

" Champagne, colonel, at your service." 

" The devil ! yon are rolling in gold it ap- 
pears. Have you perchance robbed the stage 
coach ? But by the way, what ia it that has 
happened at the barracks ? Eh ?" 

" Oh, nothing ! only a grenadier baa stolen 
a pelisse." 

" For how much did he sell it P" 

" Twonty roubles or thereabout, T believe." 

* Whioh I hope hia lieutenant has taken 
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(rood care to take away from him. It it not 
■o P To amend the soldier's morals, captain ! 
to amend his morals." 
'« Yes, colonel." 

" And of which you have dispossessed the 
lieutenant ; is it not so ?" 

" Of coarse ! to amend hit morals. I could 
by no means allow that officer to keep money 
that had been so unrighteously gained." 

" And you have treated yourself to a bottle 
of champagne ?" 

" I could not invest the monsy in any bet- 
ter way. Your health, colonel !" 

" Yours, captain ! Where is now the ba- 
lance, captain P" 

" Of the champagno ?" 

" No, of the mor.ey." 

"In my waistcoat pocket." 

Tho colonel with feverish haste digs his 
crooked fingers into tho captain's waistcoat 
pocket, and brings forth 15 roubles, which 
he without delay puts into his own pocket 

The colonel leaves and soliloquizes : " I 
am also going to treat myself to a bottle of 
champagne. I shall drink a glass to the 
health of this poor Yegor. Thnt grenadier is 
a brick; this is at least the sixth pelisse that 
has passed through our Wids sinco the 
beginning of this winter; I am going to 
release him from prison." 

Scarcely has ho had tiino to drink one 
glass of champagne and emit three clouds of 
tobacco smoke, before au orderly knocks at 
the door and enters. 

" Colonel !" 

*' What is the matter ?" 

" General Poohardoff asks you to call aud 
see him." 

" All right ; I am coming." 

And inwardly he says : " I know what 
that means, but I shall at least put a portion 
in safety for myself." Ho then places five 
roubles in his boots in company with several 
old cigar-stumps. One does never know 
what may happen. 

He puts on his uniform, tightens hia scarf, 
tokos his cocked hat, which is ornamented 
with many-coloured plumage, and hastens at 
double quick to his chief. 

"Good morning, Andre Feodorowitch " 
(thus tho colonel is called) ! 

"Good morning, general? How is your 
Excellency's health ?" 

"So, so; I am very much bothered by 
what 1 have just heard. It appears that last 
night there was some noise and scandal in 
the barrack room No. 23 ; what was it, 
colonel ? Do you know ?" 

" A grenadier named Yegor treated bis 
comrades." 

" Where did he steal the money ?" 

" It is said that he found a pelisse on the 
Newa." 

"And has the owner not claimed it ?" 

" I believo that he is at this moment tra- 
velling through tho water. Ho! he! he." 

" Thousand sapperment ! You laugh, 
colonel ! bat do you know that this is very 
grave. Such an attempt against the Musco- 
vite army's discipline and honesty can not he 
allowed to pass unpunished. For how much 
did he sell tho pelisse ?" 

"I believe, about 15 roubles." 

" What has become of those 15 roubles ?" 

"Tliey have passed through the hands of 
the lieutenant, aud then through tho captain's 
hands." 

" And then through yours, colonel ?" 
tho general. 

The ci/U jl bows : 
" Yes, general." 

" Very well ; hand me that money ; I have 
use for it." 



says 



The colonel hands five roubles to the 
general, who puts them in his own pocket and 
then says. 

" Colonel r 

" General !" 

" In future you mult look out that such 
things do not happen again. It is truly a 
shame if a soldier robs a pikin and I do not 
receive more than miserable five roubles. 
What do you mean, colonel ? I say, what do 
you mean ? Thousand millions of wooden 
swords !" 

The colonel retires, and General Pochsrdoff 
sends his orderly for a bottle of Clicquot. 

In the evening there is a reception at the 
rosidenco of the minister of war; tho general 
proceeds thither in all the glory of his gilded 
uniform. 

"Good evening, general!" — cries the mi- 
nister. — " Let us have a little talk together. 
I have just hoard that there has been some 
exoiteineut in one of tho rooms of the Proo- 
brajensky barracks." 

" Yoa, your Excellency ! one of the soldiers 
treated hia friends." 

" Ho had of course stolon tho money." 

" It appears thst he had stripped a pekin, 
who passed the Nowa during the night.'' 

" And ho has sold the booty ? What has 
he dono with the pekiti ?" 

" I duu't know ; I believo ho travels nndor 
the ico. If he is still journeying, ho must 
be far off." 

" That is also my opinion. And in the 
name of morality yon have of courso do- 
rounded that the proceeds of tho robbery bo 
banded to you. How much have you re- 
ccivod ?" 

" I am ashamed to tell. Sovontoon kopeks 
was all that was left. Here they are !" 

" Thousand Bapperment ! That colonel is 
a rascal ! Put him to-morrow in prison for 
a fortnight. This is disgraceful, general. 
Do you understand mo? If the tmpcror 
should hoar of it, what would he think of 
you and mo? Yes, what would he think? 
That wo are two blockheads." 

•' That would be bettor, your Excellency, 
tbau to pass in tbo opinion of his Majesty 
for two rogues." 



general 



It 



pass in your so pen or s 
The blockheads never 



" I am not of yon 
is always better to 
opinion for a rogue, 
succeed !" 

Si won i veto, & 5ei» trovalo. Although the 
details of the above grotesque scene may not 
be literally true, the substance is correctly 
rondcred. 

It is a sketch of the corruption and de- 
pravity that pervade the administration of this 
country, a deep oancor which, since the times 
of Pctor the Great, preys on the vitals of 
Russia.— July 31. 



Steftrt. 



Thkbi is a report current in Tokio to the 
effect that one of the directors of a leading 
bsnk in that city had entrusted hit brother 
wilh a loan of five hundred thousand yen. The 
borrower invested Ibis large sum in a •pecula- 
tion which resulted, as speculations not infre- 
quently do in Japan, in a crash, with assets of 
a few yen and sen, and, of course, the bank 
now occupies tho enviable position of creditor 
of s person who has sought the friendly pro- 
tection of tho bankruptcy court. 

The laws of Japan in respect to banking are 
not very stringent, or we might hear, as a 
sequel to ths little story, of tho arrest of the 
offending director and the commencement of a 
searching iuveatigatioo iuto the bank's affairs. 



TERRIBLE EARTHQUAKE AT MANILA, 
A T NOON OF JULY 18th, 1680. 

Toe lalo telegraphic newt announcing in the 
barest onrl roost doubtful terms the occurrence 
of a terrible disaster resulting in the destruc- 
tion of the city of Manila, will give unusuul 
interest to the following paragraph taken from 
the China Mail of July 14th. If an earth- 
quake, or sevcro shocks o( earthquake should 
have taken place while a cyclono was raging 
the horror of horrors must have been ex- 
perienced by the inhabitants. So far we have 
no further news by wire from Hongkoug or 
Manila. 

" Homo interest was excited to-dny by the 
receipt of a telegram from Manila this 
morning (July 14th), to the effect that there 
were indications of a typhoon there. In 
view of the fact that the barometer hss 
been a liitlo unsteady here lately, some 
fears were entertained ; but the glass has 
been fairly steady to-day, aud the weather, 
though hot, looks settled. Some of our wea- 
ther-wise friends sre of opinion that a typhoon 
st Manila would form good ground for the 
belief that it would not come near to Hong- 
kong ; but there is no doubt that tho telegraphic 
communication now established with the Phi- 
lippines will prove of great service to i 
folks by reason of the ready and quick i 
of the advent of these unwelcou 
Speaking of typhoons, it may as well be re- 
marked that great difficulty will be experienced 
by readouts and some, ship-captsins as well iu 
making out the signals for foul weather hoisted 
either at the Harbour Office or on tho Polico 
Chop off Causeway Bsy. Why not utilise tho 
Kowloon Police Station or (with consent) the 
Ftcfor Emanuel ? 

•' Sinco writing tho abovo, wo have been 
courteoutly supplied by Mr. Enstou Squier, 
Superintendent of the E. E. A. &, China Tele- 
graph Company, with a telegram received from 
Manila to-day. Unfortunately the mesa age is 
mutilated, or at loast obscurely put, and repeti- 
tion has been asked for. It is as follows :— 
"July 14th. 1830. 

4 Inspector General to Supt. Sqoier.— Please to 
publish. Bar. oar. 752.80 utillemetres Sea Isvel j 
tendy. descend. W.O.N.O. 6 miles p. h. To. dry, 
30.06 cent. ; Th. wet, 2S.O— very cloudy— « typhoon 
probably forming at N.B. Luton and UE For- 



" From this we may gather that the barometer 
corrected to sea level is going dowu ; that the 
wind, whioh is W. N. W., hss a force of 6 ; 
that the thermometer is 30 8 centigrsde (dry), 
and 20 (wet) — 30 (J being equal to about 90 
Fahrenheit; and that our Manila friends be- 



lieved a typhoon was approaching the 
or Balintaog ™ " 



(Special accomifor tho China Mad.) 

Manila, July 20. 

Manila has again been the scene of 
these frightful geological phenomena that 
from time to time afflict these Islands. 
Fortunately the hour it occurred lietweon 12 
midday and one o'clock in the afternoon of 
the 18th, saved us from a calamity which 
compared with that of 1863 would have 
been terrible to contemplate. As I now 
write, every hour or so we are feeling slight 
shocks, and the general opinion is they are 
far from finished, as from past experience we 
look for more shocks for days to come, and 
perhaps may have a heavy one to end up 
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ana every one expecting mine 
Families are leaving the city i 
into the country, into the 
last night I heard that a nati 



with. Tho sight is imposing, and tho effect it 
has upon the observer who has felt the shocks, 
and wanders through the town seeing the 
ruinous state that many buildings are in, 
one can bat realize the danger that yot 
surrounds us on every side. The frightened, 
terrified look of tho peoplo going through the 
streets, the slightest noise being sufficient to 
startle and set every soul running oat of the 
houses to the middle of the streets, and to 
the squares, every slight shock of the earth 
strikes terror into the soul of every one, each 
and every one expecting unheard-of calamity. 

! '- and rushing out 
native huts, and 
i native askod for his 
hut, about 8 foet square, 320 a night from a 
family who had escaped from a fsllen house, 
saving only what they stood in. The terror 
that overcamo the inhabitants at the moment 
of the heavy shock it is not possible to 
describe. The movement of the earth was 
such as to deprive people of the use of 
thoirfoot; oven the coolest and bravest 
who did not for a moment lose thoir pre- 
sence of mind, found it very difficult 
to keep on their legs ; then the thundering 
noise of the falling buildings, the dust rising 
in thick clouds where the ruins foil, caused 
many people to cry out : Fire ! Fire ! This 
caused agony upon agony, and the terror- 
: natives (principally the women) threw 
i on the ground and, praying aloud, 
called upon their God in the most heart- 
rending tones. It was altogether a scene 
the longest life can never efface from 
memory. I am trying to brace my nerves 
and writ* plainly, but with tbo earth moving 
from your feet every now and then it is 
hardly possible to do more than make your- 
self understood, so I hope you will make out 
the letter. 

The loss of life and accidents to persons 
may be fortunately considered very small 
taking into consideration the force of the 
shocks j this is owing to the hour at which 
it occurred. Had they happened at night, 
i have saved us from a general 
i all the houses being lighted 
up, and the majority with kerosene oil, none 
would havo stopped to put out a fallen lamp, 
and thus wo should have had fire set to every 
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until they rebuild the 
f from the Kscolta 



first shocks were slight, i 
for peoplo to ran out of the 
places of security. • 

The length of time the shocks continued 
consecutively wss from 70 to 80 seconds — 
they wero very much more severe than 1863, 
as wall as being much more prolonged ; had 
they finished as in '63 with a rotatory 
motion, not a house would have been found 
standing after tho shocks. To private pro- 
perty losses must be immense, as the streets 
arc all more or less covered with ruins from 
the buildings, and many houses have their 
roofs fallen in whilo not a stone or tile 
has dropped in the streets— complete collapses. 
Many are in such a ruinous state that it 
would require but a very ordinary shock to 
bring them to tho ground — the vehicles are 
not allowed to pass through some of tho 
most dangerous parts of tho town, and the 
authorities have been to the fore with most 
praiseworthy euergy ; sending out the troops 
and police to examine the interiors of all 
dwelling houses for tho wounded or otherwise ; 
the engineers to survey and examine tho 
interior of the houses ; ordering out the inha- 
bitants where danger existed, and taking all 
necessary precautions, as to medical at- 
i for those who required it. 



Up to tho present time there aro reported 
10 dead and 29 wounded ; among the latter 
Mr. Parker, the bookkeeper of Messrs Peelo, 
Hubbell & Co., upon whom fell the ruins of 
the back part of their dwelling house, break- 
ing his arm in fonr place*, and so severely 
wounding him in tho face that it is feared 
he will lose one eye. Looking upon this sod 
catastrophe from a commercial point of view, 
the losses in produce must be enormous, above 
all in sugar. I visited several of the largest 
claying establishments and found them in a 
most rninous state. The immense godowns 
of Chudian Buenaventura A Co. aro all rased 
to tbe ground, and the sugar (thoy wero 
filled) all buried in the ruins. Where wo 
coold see the pots of sugar, most of them 
appeared almost bottom upward ; this will give 
an idea of the movement of the earthquake. 
Tbe loss outside of tho value of the buildings 
must be many thousands of dollars ; of course 
all claying is 
godowns. 

and taking tho side or bank of the Kiver, 
there is scarcely a building that has not suf- 
fered more or less, as far as the heavier class 
of buildings reaches — the end of San Miguel. 
Tho distillery chimney and portion of roof 
havo fallen, Tbe Luzon Sugar Refinery, — 
tho largest godown fallen, no damage to 
machine, loss slight in Sugar; the Engineers' 
dwelling house in a dangerous state and all 
tho hands out in compound, where they have 
erected temporary mat huts, fearing to sleep 
under the tiled roofs. 

The next Sugar claying works to the 
Sugar Refinery has suffered fearfully, both 
in San Miguel and their other works in Con- 
tuti, which aro nearly all to the ground ; this 
is the same firm that suffered so largely from 
tho Zambosnga lire last year. Next come 
the Admiral's offices and Dwelling-house; 
the upper part has all fallen in, and the 
Admiral, his wife and servants were all en- 
tangled in the ruins ; with the except inn of 
the lady referred to, no personal damage was 
however, sustained, and she I believe has 
only slightly grazed her arm. All tho hand- 
lgs along tho San Miguel road 
A, both roofs and walls. Hnrrette 
and Co.'s Engineers' shop and large godowns 
are in a ruinous state, but happily their 
dwelling bouse has stood well and sustained 
very little damage. You will see by the 
papers the details of damage to property, 
which is estimated at about 1,000,000 dollars 
as far as is at present known. It is to be 
hoped that tho authorities will in future not 
allow tho style hitherto adopted in buildings, 
but compel proprietors oven in their own in- 
terests to chango the style of architecture for 
lighter and more socura buildings. If the 
Government were to commence on thoir own 
buildings, the example would be praise- 
worthy. 

The view during tho earthquake from the 
vessels in the river, was, as described by an 
eye-witness, something to be seen to be ap- 
preciated. Tho rocking to and fro of the 
buildings was something terrific,— the vessels 
moving about and bumping each other as 
though in a heavy seaway ; the water of the 
river, bubbling up aud mixed with the black 
mud of tbe river, was all the colour of ink ; 
hundreds of people rushed off to the ships 
and remninod all night. In the Bay the same 
bnbbling appearance was observable on the 
wator, and tho shock was distinctly felt on 
Ixwrd the ships ; the water's depth close in 
Bbore has been shallowed some four feet in 
some places. Most of the English houses 
have suffered, the offices being a complete 
having fallen in ; and 



tome build i 
bavo suffer* 



in fact all buildings have more or less tbe 
iudelible mark of the past phenomena upon 

them. 

We may all thank a Divine Providence that 
we livo to tell the talo, and trust we have 
seen tho worst of it. Wo may say we havo 

lived a decade in a few moments. The re- 
pairs and reconstructions may go on, and 
thoy who have money can rebuild and havo 
thoir incomes once more socurod to them, 
but the tranquillity of spirit and souse of 
security has loft our minds for a long time 
to come, ami on many a one a lifo-lasting 
impression has been loft, and norvous tem- 
peraments have had a shock from which 
some may never recover. 

Telegrams are constantly coming in from 
different parts of tho Island, in which details 
are given of the shocks felt. Santa Crux 
on the Lake is a complete ruin. 

I give you the dates of tho heavy earth- 
quakes felt hero since the Spaniards had 
these Islanda-1645, 1706, 1824, 1863, 1880. 

Enclosed find a copy of tho figure deacribod 
by tho horiitontal Seismometer taken at tho 
Jesuits' Observatory, with a description of 
the movemeuts made, 

1st. Maximum oscillation from E. 5° S. 
to W 0 ° N. Amplitude of oscillation, 22 ° . 

2nd. Maximum oscillation from S.W. to 

bT.fi. 

3rd. Maximum oscillation N. 4 0 W. to S. 
4 ° K. Amplitndo of oscillation, 16 0 . 

Index of vertical Seismometer has moved 
31 millimetres from its position. Time 70 
seconds, subsequent movements from the 
East including to S. W. and North. 



Another Account. 

Captain Talbot, of tho British steamer 
Etmtraldii, gives a connected and graphic 
account of the terrible Catastrophe that baa 
happened, of tho fearful state of panic in 
which the people were, and of tho tremend- 
ous damage that has been done to property. 
The small loss of life that has resulted from tho 
visitation is perhaps tho most extraordinary 
part of tho whole story. Leaving Hongkong 
on Tuesday week, the Etmeralda fonnd, even 
upon her arrival at Manila, on the Friday, 
traces of an earthquake, in some demolish- 
ed buildings, aud a community of all 
classes, occupations and races half panic- 
stricken. How the vessel got discharged 
and loaded for her return trip is more than 
any one can tell. Business was done by fits 
and starts only, and that with tho imporfeot- 
ness and unsatiafactoriness customarily ac- 
companying spasmodic action in all depart- 
ments of business. A drive through tho 
town on Sunday revealed the dire distress in 
which tbo poor peoplo lay, and the terrible 
havoc occasioned by the frequent shocks of 
earthquake or tremblings as they seem to 
have been described in tho earlier parts of 
the visitation. Private houses and public 
buildings on either side were seen, a mass of 
ruins. Others were more or less shaken ; 
roofless homes wore to bo counted by tho 
dozen, and in the walls of large numbers 
of them rents were to be seen. Streets wero 
blocked. Godowns with a hugo storage 
of valuable goods were razed, tho goods 
buried in the ruins, and likely to be rendered 
unmarketable should an unwelcome heavy 
abower follow. Tho shocks still continued", 
and thousands of peoplo at each threatening 
rumblo were rushing out of their houses into 
tho streets, and taking their stand on what 
open space could be found, believing in thoir 
than in the houses where 
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the falling walls and timbers were 
dreaded. Many of those thus rushing 
had on them the oniric of having a 



to be 
| about 
ing already 

from the falling debris. Tbe people 
i all leaving Manila, and were betaking 
i unto Nepa or Indian houses, which 
are simply bamboo erections of the slightest 
description with straw roofs. Little insigni- 
fioant places wliioh in an ordinary time one 
could hire for (3 or $4 *vere being lut out 
first at $50 to $100, and afterwards at any 
money the holder liked to nsk, if the nida- 
tion and class of building were considered 
tending to safety, to pro ride accommodation 
for the poor people, who were devoid of home, 
and half demented with fright, and the terrible 
strain upon their nerves. Tho strouts were 
filled with those, thus fleeing from the calami- 
ties that threatened to overcame them. Capt. 
Talbot says, "A nigger oxodns was nothing to 
it." The Admiral's bouse, which stand* near tho 
river, was destroyed ; tho Pnlaco was in ruins ; 
almost every house of any note not destroyed, 
and the private houses as well, were shaken 
severely ; but of these other contributions in 
these columns give more details. There does 
not seem to have been any looting to that 
extent which generally characterises a fire or 
othor great catastrophe like this ; tho thieves 
and those who might be rempted by such nn 
occasion as the exposnre of valuables of all 
kinds unprotected, were as scared as those to 
whom tho property belonged, and fled for 
dear life as far away as they could from these 
valuable properties. The Jesuit Brothers, who 
have a splendid observatory there with the 
most elaborate and extensive machinery for 
denoting aud recording the movements, their 
direction, force aud duration in the time of an 
earthquake, notified from timo to time, what 
the probabilities wore, judging from the facta 
they had collected and considered. What 
authenticity the prophecies as ci renin ted in 
their name really had wo cannot confidently 
say, but they seem to have been accepted as 
genuine as they were repeated from mouth 
to month, and tho excited state of the 
community was heightened or decreased ac- 
cording to their purport. It was fore- 
told in this mauuer that as soon as the 
moon wont down there wonld be a severe 
•bock. This came tfruo to a few minutes, 
one of the severest shocks that occurred 
before the Ktmeralda left having taken place 
then. It was next stated by tho same 
authorities that there would bo another sovere 
shook about 12.30; and tho suspense and 
agony must have been something terrible of 
those who waited, and wailed with feelings 
that cannot be described aud can scarcely be 
imagined. Tho hour passed, and although 
there were tremblings and palpitations and 
slight upheavals, there was at that time no 
such severe shock as had been foretold aud 
had been deeply feared. Tho sufferings 
of the people however may be said tu 
havo been fully as great as if the 
shock hod come ; perhaps greater. Noxt 
day, that is on Tuesday, tho volcano Tat 
broke out into a considerable state of erup- 
tion, and it was hoped by the majority of 
tbe people that this was a good sign and 
that the internal disturbances from which 
tho Islands wore suffering might find iu this 
a safety-valve of escape. The greatest shock 
of all was yet, however, toouuie. It happened 
after tho letter which appears in our present 
issue was written by our correspondent, after 
the Etmtralda bad clcaml and was leaving ; 
that would Iju about 4 o'clock on tbe after- 
noon of the 20th (Tuesday last.) The 
Cathedral spire and several other ennapicnons 
buildings were seen to topple ami fail iu oua 



> pile with a terrific crash, clouds of 
dust covering tho whole town in a fow seconds 
afterwards arid obscuring the view of every, 
thing. This shook was distinctly felt in the 
Day, where the Ktmeralda was lying. The 
water bubbled and boiled up noisily all nronnd 
her.tho vessel tossed as if in a heavy gale ; 
and was bumped heavily as if tho bed of 
tho river was also concerned in tho ge- 
neral state of excited upheaval. The 
wreck of a ship which hud boon sunk 
nenr the beach was thown right up outol tho 
water, bodily, and one of her iron masts was 
seen to give way. Sho had been snnk for 
some time, nnd the raising of the vessel had 
been given up ns an impossibility. Tho con- 
dition of all the shipping in tho river was 
something frightful, and all those who were 
in tho midst of it will pray earnestly they 
may never have to go through tho like 
again. Tho sensation both on board ship 
and on shore was a fierce tremendous 
strain on the nerves ; the shocks came with 
remarkable unpleasantness, and tbe feel- 
ing they ongondored, besides tho movement 
of tho ground, more particularly on shore, 
was that of being suddenly connected with 
a galvanic battery, strongly charged. Their 
frequency was as great as their unpleasant- j 
noss : tho company of friends with whom 
Captain Talbot dined on shore on Saturday 
evening was interrupted by four distinct 
shock* dnring the progress of dinnor. There I 
are many cases in which Europeans hnvo 
sustained slight bruises aud other hurts, but J 
only one case of serious hurt happened to J 
any European so far as we have heard. Mr, | 
I'urkur, assistant in tho house of Messrs. Peelo, I 
Hubhell 4 Co. escaped from tho buck room of j 
the premises when from a severe shook col- 
lapse of tho building threatened, and he was 
struck by the falling roof ; his right arm was 
broken in four places and dislocated as well ; 
his bead was fearfully smashed behind, and 
an ugly gash was inflicted over tho left eye 
which was considered likely to destroy it 
entirely. As to the number amongst tho 
native community killed or seriously injured, 
thore would seem to be considerable variance 
of opinion ; in such a chnos it would have 
been most surprising bad there anything liko 
systematic statistics of casualties either with 
promptness or anything like accuracy. The 
likelihood is that will wo not know for some 
» eeks tho full record that has to be placed 
against this series of earthquakes, which let ns 

In this case there 



ity will have to i 
hundreds of lives. It seems inc 



able that 



was a ru mou r pre valeu t that the Gaol had f al len 
in ami that 40 persons, Mainly prisoners, had 
been killed. On enquiry it was found that 
there had been a partial fall of the gaol, but 
only four men were killed. Those sensational 
items would likely spread and grow as they 
progressed ; bat on tho other hand there is 
tho record of tho lives of those buried within 
the ruins of fallen houses, and, if not killed 
then and there, loft to die like rata in a 
hole, no power to holp themselves and 
no one near to give them a helping hand. 
Life iu circumstances litre these is sometimes 
long prolonged, as witness the tragedy of the 
fall of houses in the High Street of Edin- 
burgh iu 1860, when ono boy, after an impri- 
sonment iu a confined space for an almost 
incredible length of timo, with tons of 
debris over the rafters which hnd fallen 
on him and saved him, was able to 
cheer his deliverers and guide them more 
safely to his risky hiding place by tbe call of 
M Heave aw a', lads. I'm no deed yet." But 
looking at tbe whole circumstances of tbe 
Manila cnt.aatropho so far as we bare them 
before us, we should opine that the fatalities 



a city of the siie of this could be reduced to 
rains and only some fiftyor sixty poople killed. 
Ono consideration comes prominently before 
one's mind in totalling np the result of any 
sad disaster like this, be it railway accident, 
fire, earthquake, mining accident or typhoon. 
The disastrous result is not confined to the 
mere destruction of property, pins the loss of 
life ; jdu* the permanent and manifest per* 
sonal injuries that have been sustained. The 
fearful mass of harm done is to be found in 
tho shattered nerves, the great shock such 
an event gives to debilitated constitutions 
of men, women and children, the disease 
and death that are, in insidnous and nn- 
thought-of ways, bred by the excitement, 
the worry, the exposnre, the agonising 
strain that snob a timo throws open the 
nervous systems of those who are colled 
on to undergo them. It has been well 
said that there is not a man in Manila 
who has a nerve left in him. Every- 
body is in a state of prostration. Capt. 
Talbot and his officers speak with no little 
concern of the shattered state of thoir norvous 
system, thoir sleepless nights and unhappy 
recollections of the wbolo oxporionces of the 
time. Any one can understand this feeling ; 
it is the basis of tbe expressive Eastern 
proverb that a man once bitten by n snake 
ever afterwards runs from a rope, aa also of 
our own more quaint if loss strong saw, that 
a burnt bairn dreads the fire. 

It should bo distinctly understood that 
these dutails to hand to-day are not tbe worst 
news we are likoly to hear from Manila. 
There seems to be every reason to believe 
that tho shack of earthquake that came over 
the city as tho Esmeralda was leaving was 
the severest that had yot como. It was after 
that, next day in fact, that the telegram 
arrived hero to the effect that " Manila was 
iu ruins : nil offices closed for a week; living 
in sampans." As early as tho 19th, tbe 
European inhabitants were taking themselves 
off to tho shipping for safety. Then on tbe 
afternoon of the 22nd we had the terse tele- 
gram full of meaning up to that late data, 
"Constant earthquakes; liusiuesa suspend- 
ed : Europeans all well." The arrival of 
tho noxt steamer from Mauila— which should 
be the EUano, tho Diamaute following,— will 
bo onxiously looked for. # 

From another source wo have tho 
ing:- 

On Tuesday afternoon, th 
shortly before the departure of I 
for Hongkong, another shock 
of considerable severity. Houses were blown 
down, towers over turned and tbe spire of 
the Cathedral destroyed. A sunken vessel, 
which had been lying at the bottom of the 
harbour for the past four years, was thrown 
out of tho water, one of her iron masts falling 
overboard. It appears that this ship had 
been on fire and was sunk, but all efforts to 
raise tho vessel hod been unavailing, and 
she had been allowed to remain in the har- 
bour till when probably renewed endeavours 
to raise her will be m iJo. Only one ac- 
cident of any consequence is mentioned as 
having befallen an European, although many 
narrow escapes might be recorded. On Sun- 
day afternoon, Mr. Parker, of Messrs. Peel, 
Hubbell A Co., was making his escape from 
his house daring a shock of some violenoe, 
wbon ho was struck by the falling debris of 
the roof. Tbe injuries be has received are of 
the most serious nature. He sustained a 
severs oat on the bead and face, his left 
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■honldor dislocated. The graveBt fcara are 
onterteined that ho will not recover, ns it 
was rumoured that mortificatian had sot in, 
and, as Mr. Parker suffers from heart disease, 
hia medical advisers nro consequently unable 
to administer chloroform to effect an Bmputa- 
tion of the injured limb. The inhabitants 
arc in a state of tlio utmost panic, throwing 
themselves down on tlio streets and calling 
on tho saints for protection. There is scarcely 
a house in the whole town uninjured, and the 
European residents have Ukcn up their abode 
amongst the shipping in harbour. 

Manila may be called an abiding-place for 
earthquakes. Wo take tho following note 
from the Directory published here, which may 
be interesting at tho present time :— 

The city was founded in 1571. In 1645 it 
was almost entirely destroyed by an earth 
quake, in which upwards of three hundrad 
lives were lost In 1863 a great part of the 
city whb again destroyed from the same 
cause, and the inhabitants are in constant 
fear of these visitations. The dwelling-houses 
•rebuilt with especial rtferance to safety 

and, although 
us to architectural 
ow, and 
id to se- 
curing shade by the growth of trees. There 
are several ancient churches which are worthy 
of notice. The cathedral, founded originally 
in 1578, has been several times destroyed by 
earthquakes and did not escape in 1863. It 
has been since rebuilt. The city and its 
suburbs contain a population of nearly 
300,000. 

According to tho census of 1873 there 
were residing in Manila 250 foreigners of 
European origin, 4,089 European Spaniard*, 
15,157 Chinese, 46,666 Chinese mestizos (or 
half- breeds), 3,849 Spanish metisos, and 
160,896 



Tut " Du&IO DE MiSIU " 09 TUB DISASTER. 

(Translated for the China Mail.) 

The Diario do Manila of the 20th July, 
■ays:— 

One of those moat mournful geological 
phenomena which from time to timo nfflict 
these countries, destroying in a moment the 
progress of three lustres, happened the day 
before yesterday to the immense consterna- 
tion of all in this capital and probably all 
within the provinces of Lusons as well. 

Such events so muoh confuse the mind that 
only a suporbumsn effort, prompted by the 
duty which is incumbent on us, to narrate 
all the news, whether important or other- 
wise, could allow us to no as wc now pro- 
pose, namely to collect all our strength to 
comply with our mission. Given tho un- 
settled slate of our mind at this moment, wo 
are unable to give fnll details of what lias 
occurred, and we therefore bog of our readers 
to excuse us from any 



to bo 



We are, above all, debtors to tho Divine 
Providence for a groat benefit which can 
best be paid with fervent prayers, for that 
amidst our misfortunes, God has saved this 
country from a yet more terrible catastrophe. 
This capital was during Sunday disturbed 



by slight shocks of earthquake which have 
been succeeding oach other tho last few days, 
but it was not thought that thero wasany cause 
for alarm as the terraquutl movomoi 
jjot of nicJi tM&ursj sU to oo id pel t*bo 



is apprel 

The inhabitant* of Manila having generally 
disposed of their breakfasts bj 12 MM 
the circumstance of it being a holiday, and 
the public and private establishments being 
closed, permitted the families to be collected. 
While at many houses the inmates woro all sit- 
ting at the table, and whon the clock marked 
10 minutes to 1, tho first terrible shocks were 
felt, with a violence that left no doubt as to the 
intensity of this visitation. Tho people imme- 
diately ran for plnues of security, and those in 
the streets were filled with confusion, Some 
rati without a fixed direction ; others fell on 
their kneos, giving forth fearful cries. Tho 
sight proecn tod by tlio city was frightful in 
tho extreme ; for sovvnty mortal seconds tho 
city was in oscillation, and the inclinations 
threatened to raze to the ground the creaking 
edifices ; while the noiso of the fulling build- 
ings increased tho general panic. Tlio hour 
in which the earthquake took place, and the 
slowness of its movements arc attendant cir- 
cumstances of the event ; which account for 
Manila not being by this time a heap of ruins, 
under which would have been buried its thou- 
sands of persons, killed in a most tragic and 
terriblo manner. It is impossible to estimate 
the duration of such a minute and a quarter 
unless by living during thst time between life 
and death, at any momont to sink to eternity ; 
it is a space of time that for pleasure would 
be lint a fleeting moment, while it represents 
a century in tlie historyof our disasters ; it is 
a minute, according to the graphic expreesiou 
of an eye-witness of the earthquake, that 
makes us older by ten years. 

Tho Jesuit Fathers observed, from the 
Ateueo Municipal, a strage appearance of the 
sky on the 18th, tho wind from the third 
quarter, but steady ; Barometer rising, tem- 
po rat nro moderate, evaporation 6.1 mil- 
limetres. 

Relieved somewhat of their anxiety at the 
end of the earthquake, although under a 
burning sun, the greater part of the in- 
habitants were seen going ont to tho etroota, 
sotno from their falling houses to go with 
all haste to find a place in neighbouring 
villages where they conld live temporarily in 
wooden houses ; others wont to visit their 
relations and friends to enquire after thoir 
health and safoty. 

Whon we feel aggrieved by a general catas- 
trophe, a most cordial confraternity is at 
once established; tho passions disappear; 
thero is nothing left bat reciprocal interests. 
This was tho case yesterday. Persons un- 
acquaiutod with each othor, or separated by 
a past rancour, were seen to talk iu a most 
friendly way with each other. 

The damagca as at present ascertained in 
tho public and private buildings, are very 
considerable, but it is not even possible yet 
to estimate approximately tho loss of mate- 
rials, which must have run up to an impor- 
tant sum. 

[Our contemporary then goes on to a long 
list of tho public and other buildings destroy- 
ed or seriously damaged, detailing tho da- 
mage in each case. Tho translation of this 
list will have to ba condonsed, and may be 
given at another ti.ne.-Eu. CM ] 

Fortunately of peinonal disasters we have 
to report very few, far less thau waa estimat- 
ed, judging by the violence of the shock. 
The Eoropcan population, with a fow excep- 
tions, nsi'iiped with a very few accidents, 
which originated through precipitate escape. 
Bat tbe natives and Chinese fared badly. 



In the foundering of the Bilibid gaol 

were wounded ; four doad bodies 
Ukon to the hospital from the dif- 
firent fallen houses. In a house which 
name down yesterday, in the Roxario Street, 
five Chinamen perished. In the houses of 
some of these completely ruined, the authori- 
ties had to force an entrance to romoro tho 
inmates who persist in remaining in tho 
house for fear of lieing robbed of their pro- 
perty. News of further disasters may reach 
us in course of time, but we put a limit to it 
here, awaiting, with great precautions in this 
time of exaggerations, news from reliable 
quarters. 

Tho telegraphic news letters from the pro- 
vinces are something terrible to read : — 

In Tayabas the oscillation continued for 2 
minutes and 30 seconds. 

In Santa Cruz of Lextina the shook was 
felt at 12.42 and continued for more than 
a minute : the Government House, the 
Convent, tho Telegraphic Office and tho rest 
of the province formed a single mass of ruins. 

In almost ovcrv province, so far as tele- 
graphic nows could bo obtained, nows which 
must bo very short aud sometimes imperfect, 
tho news of the foundering of tho priucipsl 
buildings waa reported, such as Churches, 
Convents, Government Houses, Schools, Ac. 



0<ta*ional jftotrs. 



A valcsd correspondent in Tokio informs us 
that his Majesty's return to the capital will bo 
the signal for a thorough examination into tho 
existing order of things. The finances are a 
source of constant anxiety, snd the crisis 
long impending promises to paralyse tho 
working power of the government. Under 
such circumstances an appeal to the people is 
the oulv course left, and the people will no 
doubt reply that when they arc called together 
iu national assembly they will tender their 
opinions to his Majesty, but not otherwise. 
This desire for popnlsr representsHon is 
growing in intensity, and the prime movers, 
while anxious to avoid snythiug like strong 
or subversive measures, are determined to carry 
their point, and to permit neither delays nor 
rebuffs to damp their ardour. 

The condition of trsde is such thst if not 
speedily relieved it will sustain very severe in- 
jury ; and tro are pleased to learn thst one 
of the first incisures to bo brought before 
the national assembly ( our correspondent 
writes in this confident way, snd as though 
an assembly were already established ), 
will be the state of commerce und the 
wisdom of permitting its absorption by the 
privileged few. Other mutters of vilsl interest 
and importance will also bo dealt with, and, 
adds our informant, paper currency, its issue, 
and its renl v;ilur when compared with tho 
t/xeU reserve und the possibility of redemp- 
tion, will I"' promptly t.dieu in hand with a 
view to the restoration of rontidenro 
iu sstsu and the entublishracnt of a 
.omul rate of exchange in place of tho 
factitious quotations assessed daily by gov- 
ernment officials. It is said that with 
three exceptions tho whole of the Sangi ear- 
nestly counsel the Mikado to listen to the 
petitions of the people, and concede ti» much 
ss is possible of their reasonable demands. 

Ws reprint from the Courritr <lu Japo* a 
translation of a letter addressed to that journal 
by Mr. G. Boiasonade, pointing out that tho 
phenomona connected with the famous magic 
of Japan < 



bj Mr. W. K, Ayr. 
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ton in a paper reviewed by the Journal da Dt- 
baU, had, by simultaneity of separate re- 
searches in two different eountriea, been al«o 
independently discovered and accounted for by 
Mr. Beraon, lately professor of natural philoeo- 
phy in the university of Tokio. Mr. Boissonade 
laya atreaa upon the ignorance of Mr. Hereon 
of what had been discovered by Mr. Ayrton who 
returned to Europe tone lime since, whereae 
Mr. Bersou only communicated the information 
he had gathered to his pupils und friends three 
months ago. 

Without for a moment questioning the se- 
of Mr. Boiasonade's surmise, or the 
;ness of Mr. Bersons discoveries, there 
one point in Mr. Boiasonade's letter that 
attracts attention ; and in juatice to Messrs. 
Ayrton and Perry we think proper to refer 
to it here. The discoveries made by Messrs. 
Ayrton and Perry were embodied in n paper 
communicated to the Royal Society through 
the secretary, Mr. Spottiswoode, read on Oct. 
2nd, 1878, and the lecture was subsequently 
published in the Japan Oautte of 13th and 
25th January, 1879. Thus, if Mr. Berson'e 
paper was not written until March or April 
of this year, there had been ample time for 
him to have heard of and read the lecture 
on the » Magic mirror of Japan * prepared by 
Messrs. Ayrton and Perry during their stay in 
Tokio. 

Mr. Boissonndo evidently is not acquainted 
with the publication of Messrs. Ayrton and 
Perry's paper in the Japan Gazettt, or he would 
not probably have dmwn attention to a matter 
that will now be investigated. The following 
is Mr. Boissonade's letter :— 

[Translation.] 
Cowrrier du Japan, Thursday 22nd July, 1880. 

Tokio, the 21st July, 1880. 
Ma. Editob : — In the Courrier du Japon for 
the 19th you republished from the Journal (Us 
Defxtti an article concerning an explanation 
recently given Jby Mr. Ayrton, civil engineer, 
of the phenomenon of the so called magic 
Japanese mirror. 

It is a curious coiucidsnce that an analo- 
gous, if not identical, explanation of tho same 
phenomenon was given about three months 
ago by Mr. Bereon, then professor of natural 
philosophy st the Dai-gakko, which explana- 
tion is known to bis pupils and several of his 
friends, snd has even formed the subject of a 
memorandum addressed to tho minister of 
education in Japan. 

Now, Mr. Beraon could not know what had 
been done by Mr. Ayrton, who has returned 
to Europe long ago, and the article in the 



Debat* has doubtless only arrived hero by one 
of the last mails. Nor could Mr. Ayrton 
know wh.it had been done by Mr. Beraon. 

It wooid thus appear that there has been 
a simultaneity of separate researches and dis- 
coveries in two different countries, a fact that 
is not without precedent. * 

As Mr. Beraon has just left Japan I fulfil, 
by the advice of several of his friends, a duly 
as a Frenchman and a university man when I 
ask you to bring this fact to the knowledge 
of your readers. 

I am, Mr. Editor, etc., etc., 
(Signed) O. BOISSONADE. 

Anorr ten minutes past 10 o'clock July 24th 
a fire broke out in a lighter loaded with six 
or seven hundred boxes of kerosine oil. The 
vessel was lying in tho creek nenr Sugita road 
■where she had slopped to transfer the cargo to 
tho oil godowns. The boat was entirely des- 
troyed snd tho oil continued to bnrn in tho 
water until daybreak when it burned itself 
oat. The cause of the accident U unknown. 



news from Tokio sbout rice is daily more 
discouraging. For some weeks past there have 
been no arrivals from the country, aod all the 
rice stored in the Fnkagawa godowns has 
been withdrawn from offer. During the three 
mouths of July, August end September, 
250,(H>0 koku at least nre required for con- 
sumption in the city ; and there appears to be no 
hope of any further supply being brought down 
until this year's harvest is gathered in. Deal- 
ers in rice are very firm, and a rapid increase 
in tho already high pricoa is confidently anti- 
cipated. 

While this is going on in the capital city of 
Japan the official exchange shops quote the 
worthless paper currency at 137| ! Note the 



Major-Geserat. Nobjsu, who has been un- 
well for some time, died yesterday, the 22nd 
inntnnt, of acute inflammntion of the lun£s. 
Tho deceased waa au uflicer of distinction in 
tho army, and had seen much active service iu 
the insurrections which followed the change of 
government in 1668. He was born in August 
1835, and waa consequently in his forty-fifth 
year. 



to the Mainichi Shinbun the 
Korean troops number 1,430,850 officers and 
men. If these figures aro correct, it is 
a very formidablo army for a serai-savage 
country to possess. Tho writer, however, puts 
in a saving clause, and says that this is the 
number put on paper. The guardians of the 
principal castlo aro said to be either 3,772 or 
5,772, the Mainiehit informant is uncertain 
which — and a few thousands in figures does not 
amount to much in Korea at any time. 
These guardians |of his Korean Majesty's resi- 
dence have, it would appear, until lately boon 
under the command of a general, wbo however 
does not seem to have given satisfaction, as a 
popular non-combatant, who is probably reckon, 
ed a genius, has taken the command and is in- 
tending to perform wonders in the reformation 
of the guard. The troops composing the main 
ormy consist of infantry, cavalry and artillery, 
who aro armed with rifles, swords, lances, 
bows, and various other miscellaneous 
woapons. The men are paid in rice and money, 
tho latter being equal to two yen twenty-fire 
son monthly per man. Each soldier is also 
presented once & year with a uniform made 
of cotton. The province of Kokai boasts 
of having three thousand horsemen, who are 
divided*into squads of three hundred to guard 
the caatle turn about. They aro estimated to 
be very valiant soldiors. A few years ago, 
presumably when tho Japanese first forced a 
settlement in Korea, the government of that 
country became awaro of the inferiority of 
their war material and purchased a number 
of foreign mode weapons from a Japanese firm 
named Okura & Co. It is not intended, how- 
ever, that these superior weapons shall be 
permitted to bo used every day, but rather 
to serve as models for the naiive guti- 
mnkcrs to manufacture others by. In a 
pecuniary sonso this experiment does not 
appear to have been a profitable investment, 
as the Mninichi's informant says that each 
rifle the Koreans have turned ont has cost 
them three time* as much as they gave for tho 
original — (jnst as the government of Japan 
have paid three times as much for every sheep 
they have reared on tho Shimosa farm as they 
could import them for. So much for the 
principles of protection as exemplified by the 
Japanese and Korean government in these in- 
stances.) The naval affairs of Korea appear to he 
on much the tame basis a* the army. The 



number of men-of-war is so great, says tho 
ilainickrs correspondent, that they cannot be 
counted. And as every " man-of-war " is 
about equal in dimensions to so ordinary 
fishing boat, there is reasonable ground for 
supposing that this is not an exaggeration. 
These vessels have no guns so it may be taken 
for granted that the fleet is comparatively harm- 
less In peaceful times the "men of war* 
aro allowed to rot on the beach, and the 
writer aforesaid may therefore be pardoned 
for saying that they are only fit for fuel. 

It is said that tho Korean government are 
constantly causing lurgo bodies of men to bo 
drilled with the ultimate object of fighting 
with the Japanese. 

Mb. Tada, an officer of the Agricultural 
Bureau, has left the capital for the purpose 
of inspecting tho manufacturing of black tea 
in Kiuahiu and Hiogo ken. — The long con- 
templated construction of a railway from 
the Mine of Ohaahi-mura Iwats ken to tho 
branch office of the Mining Bureau at Kuma- 
ishi port, distant about twelve r>, has been 
nearly completed and will be opened on 1st 
October when H. M. the Mikado wilt be 
represented by one of the princes.— The new 
road now being constructed between Odawara 
and the hot springs of Atami is expected to be 
completed on or about the 1st October. It is 
an wide as to permit two carriages to be 
drawn abreast. — Two large markets for the 
sale and purchase of cocoons have besn 
established in Fukoshima Ken.— The rice bro- 
kers of Tokio are said to have applied to the 
Tokio futho for the sufferance of their business. 
— Somo of the ex-retainers of the Tokugawa 
family hare turned their attention to industrial 
pursuits, and have raised a large capital by 
hypothecating their pension bonds. They have 
already eatablished umbrella, thread, tee, silk, 
and stocking factories wherein numerous girls 
above 13 and under 20 years of age have 
found employment ; thus they are supporting 
and raising; themselves above the contemptuous 
assertion that : — " Tho shizokus, with some ex- 
ceptions, are the grain destroyers of the coun- 
try ss they eat without labour, depending for 
their support upon government pensions merci- 
fully given to them." 



The Mainichi Shinbun rather confidently 
asserts that it haa been definitely decided to 
commence tho discussion of the treaty re- 
vision in September noxt ; and that a special 
office for the purpose will be erected in tho 
Enrio-kwan. — The health of Major General 
Nodzu of late has not been as good as could 
bo desired. He, however, seemed to get 
better, but within the past few days has suf- 
fered a relapse, and is now said to be in a 
dangerous condition. — The members of the 
Seujisha, a society composed of political lec- 
turers antagonistic to the government, 
have recently got thoraselvos into trouble. 
They held a meeting and some of tho speakers 
became rather excited and used language which 
was construed by tho police to bo detrimental 
to tho national welfare, and they therefore at- 
tempted to stop tho meeting. Tho audience 
resisted and a conflict ensued in which a police 
officer drew a sword and wounded several of 
the people. Eight persons were srrested. — 
Some of tho residents of Tokio are getting 
anxious about the spread of Christianity 
throughout the empire, and are endeavouring 
to establish a society for tho purpose of thwart- 
ing the influence of the foreign religion. — 
Tho Hothi Shinbnn says that the repairs 
to a Russian man-of-wur now being pro- 
ceeded with in Yokoeuka are being rapidly 
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> of the probable 
. of hostilities 'between Russia and 
Chins, in the evsnt of which it is said Japan will 
declare her neutrality. — A Russian living in 
Nagasaki hat purchased coal to the value of 
600,000 yen to tend to Yladivoetock. 

Tub intelligence brought by tho last mail of 
the death of tho Rot. S. R. Brown, D.D., will 
bo received with feeling* of deep regret, not 
only by tho missions with which he writ con 
nected, but by a very large circle of friends 
both in Japan and China. In him the mission* 
have lost one of their best scholars. He was 
•elected in early life to fill the important pott 
of educator, for the training of Chinese youth, 
in the Morrison Institute. Here he left hi* 
i on an influential class of men, some of 
have arrived at distinction as officers of 
government, financiers, capitalists, and physi- 
cians ; ono of them is now ambassador at 
Washington, and is said to be a devout Christian. 
Their old pupils sought their teacher on his 
late visit to China for health, honouring him 
with a free passage to their chief cities, nnd 
testifying their gratitude, at the time of his 
return, by costly presents. 

Dr. Brown was ono of tho first missionaries 
to enter Japan, arriving in the same yesr with 
Drs. Hepburn and Verbeck. Of the twenty 
years he spent here, the latter half was largely 
given to the translation of the New Testament 
Ho was chairman of the translation committee, 
and bis last work was to finish the closing 
chsptors of Revelations. Few were his superiors 
in kuowledge of the original scripture tongues, 
and to his sharp and clear discrimination is 
doubtless owing a good portion of the merits 
of the present revised translation. 

As a preacher, he was remarkable for his 
originality of thought and facility of expres- 
sion ; for his broad charity, his genial spirit, 
and hearty devotion to his work. He was an 
honoured and valued member of the Asiatic 
Society of Japan, and of tho Japan Evangelical 
Alliance, of which he was one of the origina- 
tors, and for many years the president. His 
death, at the age of seventy, wsa a peaceful and 
happy seqnsl to his well-spent lifo. He had 
been out to visit the graves of his parents in 
Massachusetts, was in remarkably good spirits 
throughout the evening, and in the morning 
was found dead iu bed, having passed away sp- 
parently without a groan or struggle. 

A coBBraoSDBfT calls attention to the wan 
of sanatory measures in Japan, and to the 
careless habits of tho Japanese people in the 
collection and distribution of manure used in 
agriculture, to which he very correctly ascribes 
the pollution of the air and water of this 
benutiful land. 

It bos long been an open question whether 
the Japanese are a clean people. They have 
sn innate love for personal cleanliness, but 
their houses sre too often "whited sepulchres" 
fair enough to the eyo but foul on clone ex- 
amination. The experience of every traveller 
into the interior may be appealed to in cor- 
roboration of tho assertion (hat every pleasant 
rural district is exposed to the effluvia arising 
from neglected collections of garbage and 
excreta of the most offensive description. So 
objectionable is the odour some times that 
persons of no more than ordinary sensitive- 
ness havo been compelled to chango their 
quarters from a hotel charmingly situate snd 
replete with every convenience, for one where 
• little more attention is paid to the means 
of checking the disgusting exhalations. 

In no part of the country is the wayfarer 
safe in drinking water. Springs are not 



numerous : the wells in towns and villages 
arc, iu common with the streams and riveis 
that intersect the rice fields, contaminated 
with the most deadly of all poisons, the source 
of pollution being renewed year after yesr. 
Much of the mortality thnt made 1879 me- 
morable in the annuls of Japan had, in tho 
opinion of many well informed men. its origin 
in tho water consumed. In many places 
discaso which had assumed a virulent form 
was checkeel forthwith by the purification of 
the water supply : but although the govern- 
ment and local boards of health have done 
much to show the people what to do the latter 
display an apathy in a matter of so much 
social importance that tho native press would 
do well to combat with vigour snd persever- 
ance. 

Our correspondent is a very competent 
authority on the matter dealt with, and we 
commend his suggestions to tho consideration 
of those who have influence in the direction 
where reform is 



the terrible brevity of the telegram received 
Manila in ruins." 

It is, of course, possible that a tropical storm 
and not an earthquake may be the cause of the 
immense damage to the city ; but those who know 
the place are of opinion that nothing but an 
earthquake could have wrought such damage 
as may be inferred from tho news received. 

Wi are happy to learn thstSir Harry Farkea 
has so much improved in health that he will 
be ablo to resume his duties in Japan before 
long. The new French minister is expected by 
the next or following Mcssageries stesmsr. 



Wx are informoJ tliut Mr. J. J. Enslic, Fro- 
CodbuI at this port, has been transferred to H. 
B. M. Court of Japan, an appointment un- 
officially notified some months sgo. 

H. B. M. Acting-Consul bus appointed Mr. 
Senior Assistant Hodges to be Pro-Consul at 
Kanagawa in Mr. Enslie'a place. 



The settlement has been brightened to-day 
(July 31st) by the display of a number of yel- 
low flags with green dovice that rather mystified 
tho uninitiated, and proved particularly irritat- 
ing to many of our Japanese friends, who look- 
ed upon the representation of a Chinese dragon 
engnged in attempting to swallow tho image 
of tho rising sun as a personal affront to Dai 
Nippon. 

The event celebrated by the Chinese 
of Yokohama is the birthday of the 
of China, Tsaifien, born July 31st, 1871, and 
who has attained the uiuth year of his age. 
T'ien-tie, the Son of Heaven, that is, the 



only 



now living of whom we have 



any hearsay knowledge, is the ninth emperor 
of Chiua of tho Tartar dynasty of Tsing. He 
is a son of Prince Ch'nn, and was elevated 
to his present position by a palace 
intrigue on the death of the late em- 
peror in January, 1875. Demonstrations 
of any kind beyond the now year festivities 
tiro unusual amongst ths Chinese ; but we 
understand their patriotism is awakened by 
the course of political events, and the emper- 
or's birthday of 1880 is to be observed with 




An snnounccment tsken from a 
paper to the effect tbst the British 
Olympia *as loading at Kuchinotsu for ! 
hai on the 8th instant, is an example of what 
is doue with foreign ships. It is well known 
that when government rice shipments to Europo 
were in progress several vessels were chartered 
to load at Shimonoseki and other unopened 
ports ; and it was uot uncommon to observe in 
the shipping lists tho despatch of these 
by foreign sgents who had chartered i 

No more positive demonstration of the un- 
fairness of the regulations can be adduced 
than the fact that government traders or pri- 
vileged persons sre permitted to do that freely 
which merchants who have no off 
are strictly prevented from doing, 
the lews are s< 



three days rejoicing, flag flying, pyrotechnical 
displays, and general congratulation. 



His Majesty the Mikado arrived from 
Kobe at about nine o'clock this morning 
( July 23rd ) in tho manof-wsr f\uo-Kan, 
and was saluted by the ships of war of 
all nationalities in harbour. Shortly after- 
wards his Majesty proceeded to land amidst 
another salvo from the men-of-war, and 
was received at the Port Admiral's office by 
members of the imperial household, their Ex- 
cellencies Iwaknra, Okuma, Inouyo and other 
high officers, and in the course of half an hour 
proceeded to Tokio by special train. 

Ripoxts have reached us during the courso of 
the day (July 23rd) to tho effect that Manila has 
been reduced to ruins by some awful convulsion 
the nature of which is not known. Should 
the news be true, and there is no reason to 
doubt its authenticity, the cutastropho is pro- 
bably tho result of an earthquake of unusual 
severity, and we may expect to hear of great 
loss of life and destruction of property. The 
last great earthquake of Manila occurred in 
July 1863, when over one thousand lives were 
lost. Since then there have been no shocks 
sufficiently strong to do sorious damage, and 
of the forco of thst now supposed to hare 
Ukto place ws can only form an opinion from 



ir the 1 aws are so framed as to exclude 
foreign vessels from non-treaty ports why 
should officials be permitted to openly violate 
them ? This is a quest iou which, if propound- 
ed by a national assembly, would create an 
animated discussion. While such practices are 
permitted it is quite reasonable to assert that 
it is neither the protection of the merchant 
navy of Japan, nor fear of the aggressive 
foreigner that are the motives for the naviga- 
tion laws of the present, which have their origin 
really in a desire to benefit and advantage official 
monopolists who openly do that which other 
Japanese subjects are forbidden to perform ! 

W« have been i 
aider very good authority," that the Marine 
Department has granted a pilot's licence to a 
young native boatman. This boy has just left 
a pleasure boat, and was formerly employed on 
ono of the pilot boats. Should our informant 
be correct the new pilot cannot have complied 
with the regulations, nor can he posse** the 
qualifications to entitle him to the certificate. 
There has been no vscancy for a pilot ; no 
nptificalion was given in compliance with tho 
pilotage regulations ; and, as the boy had never 
been on board a square-rigged vessel— an in- 
dispensable condition— an examination, if held, 
must have been partial and incomplete.- 

Wo hope this report is either untrue or 
grossly exaggerated. Should it be substantially 
correct the pilotage license becomes a farce ; 
and worse still the act places tho government 
in the position too often occupied ; namely, 
that of being tho first to disregard the laws 
themselves havo I 



Tux want of some official control over tho 
boatmen at the English hntoba is frequently 
severely felt by foreigners, who are often com. 
pe^totako.^u with ool, ono «, 
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■imply because it happens to be the torn of 
that individual to take the first passenger. 
Remonstrance only produces scoffing and im- 
pertinent remarks ; and the foreigner is told 
that if he does not like to take that boat he is 
welcome to stay on shore nntil it is the turn 
of some other sampan to go. 

The filthy condition of many of these boats 
and their proprietors is abominable ; and the 
state of the landing place ia worse. The sloping 
■bores of the pier are so ingeniously contrived 
that a boat cannot he brought close to : and 
the passonger in embarking has Brat to crawl 
down the slippery boulders, then to risk brook- 
ing his neck when the loose stones give way 
under his feet, and finally, with a rush, u 
plunge, and dreadful execrations to leap into a 
dirty boat without a seat or covering of any 
sort. Ladiea and invalids cannot perform these 
feats of agility, and, at low water especially, 
communication with the ships by ordinary 
hired boats is an almost impossibility for some 
people. Five hundred yen well laid out would 
create a transformation scene on the English 
hatoba. Tho amount is, we are aware, too 
small: — say then, fifty thousand, and wheu the 
items oro charged we promise to aak no 



on the bluff nearly lost a 
chain a few daya since. A 
i under tho pretozt of wanting 
to see a servant walked iuto tho house and 
seeing the watch picked it up. A boy short- 
ly afterwards missed the watch and, suspecting 
the strango woman, ran after and searched her, 
finding the watch and chain neatly stowed 
•way in her obi. 

fire has occurred at the Isbi- 
downs. A boat containing 
some 600 cases of kerosene caught fire by 
some means and burnt for a long time. 
It u rather extraordinary that two fires should 
have occurred at the same place two nights 
following. 

Tn cultivation of tobacco from plants im- 
ported from Havana, Florida, and other places 
is favourably reported on. Some experiments 
made have resulted in a plentiful yield of 
leaves of quality far superior to the best Japa- 
nese tobacco, although the plants were of very 



RnrjBxs of the foreign trade of Japan for 
the mouth of June last show as follows : — 



Imports ... 
Exports ... 



i yen 8,aS2.G><3 
„ 2,187,80* 



Thb following is a translation from the 

Chiwjni Huickii Shinpo .' — 

Cotton yarn is a principal import into 
Jspuu, and the purchases usually amount to 
between fire or six hundred thousand to eight 
huudrcd thousand yon monthly. This valu- 
able commodity is chiefly imported by for- 
eigners, not more than ten per cent, being 
imported by Japanese ; the business is, there- 
fore, under the control of tho former and con- 
sequently always unfavourable to tho latter. 
Five native merchants, desirous of changing 
this state of affairs, have subscribed a capital 
of one million yen to form a company to trade 
in yarn direct with foreign companies in order 
to cvudc the officious intermeddling of foreign 
merchants (in Japan). This is the only way 
of restoring our commercial rights ; and wo 
ought to congratulate ourselves upon the 
action of the five merchants. 

The uniform for the nuvy has hitherto been 
made of imported cloth, but orders have now 
been issued to use only the material manufac- 
tured at the government wool factory at Senji. 

As might have been expected in any case 
the Japanese papers hove received positive 
orders to refrain from publishing a transla- 
tion of the proposals for treaty revision. 



yen 8,724,301 
„ 139,110 



(K>»,87» 



i of export 



yen 2,685,276 



Tur. Japanese armoured eorvc-.te JThjei-K'in. 
sailed a short time ago for Persia, has 



forthwith. The Itioj.o-Kan 
to cruise in foreign waters, is ordered 
remain on thia coast. 



Reports are to hand of a very serious inun 
dstion reused by the overflow of (ho Matsuya 
msgawa in the Okavama ken. Tho damage 
done is considerable ; no less than 8,437 houses, 
27 warehouses, and 166 granaries were des- 
troyed ; sixty-nine lives lost, and twelve per- 
sona, injured. The land flooded is estimated at 
4,333,920 tsubo (about 3,682 acres) ; and the 
crops will suffer severely. 



fine and melodious voices, well trained by 
admirable musical methods. The three pieces 
for the voice were, first i a beautiful song by 
Oouood— Lt Scir. The air is sn excellent 
example of the French composer. Monsieur 

F sang the air with rare refinement and 

beauty of voice. The second work was a 
dramatic duet by Halevy, whose noble works 
— La Juive, for instance— -do not deserve the 
neglects of modern evil days. Tho duo was de- 
claimed with force and fire by M ossieurs 8 

and V . The third piece was a very fine 

air, taken from u poor opera of Dhz, the only 
air indeed, by which he will be known or re- 
membered. This air — tl ttt vtnu — which has 
passages of ecstatic elevation, was given in 
grand style by Monsieur 8 , who has a 
sonorous baritone voice and much dramatic 
power. 

A few small alterations should bo made in 
the music stand before the noxt concert is 
given, so that all sound should be projected in 
one direction, and not, as is now the CJse, 
diffused in all the four quarters of the winds. 

Mr. Iburg's enterprise is in all ways worthy 
of high commendation and we hope he will, as 
he deserves, have a successful season in thU 
place. 



After some necessary postponements, a 
concert was given in the Bluff gardens on 
Saturday (24th July) by Mr. Iburg.who had the 
assistance of three accomplished amateur musi- 
cians. Tho gardeus wcro lighted by some 
hundreds of pretty lumps, and in comfort, uuder 
tho stars, we listened to music by Schumauo, 
8pohr, and other composers. 

The most beautiful piece of all, was that 

with which Mr. Iburg and Monaieur V 

opened the concert. The composition was one 
of 8chumann's best works, now well known 
owing to tho pious cere of his widow, as it is 
generally given once or twico each season 
at tho popular concerts. The sonata is a 
piece of pure meledy, and was one of the best 
inspirations of the middle term of the great 
composer. As is well known, Schumann's first 
compositions, though evidently productions of 
a master of his art, were almost as destitute of 
tune or melody as Berlioz's strivings to pour- 
tray the subjectivity of chaos with bassoon 
obligato. In fact, Schumann's first ambitious 
work, Paradise and tfu Peri, is absolutely 
insupportable; but a few years later he became, 
as wo see, one of the kings of melody. The 
sonata given on Saturday by Mr. Iburg is 
exquisite, but the delicate link'd sweetness 
was somewhat wasted in tho open nir. To be 
heard aright, in all its perfectuess, it should be 
played in a fitting chamber. As every one 
noticed the arrangement of airs from La 
Sonambula, — which as regards quality are far 
below tho beautiful piece of Schumann — was j 
much more effective, though Mr. Iburg did ' 
full justice to the delicious sonata. 

During the evening Mr. Iburg phyed three 
other pieces for the violin, viz: a brilliant 
fantasia on airs from La SonamMa : a con- 
certo of Spohr, one of the master's most char- 
acteristic works, full of rich and stately 
harmony, rising in parts to tho high level of 
Ilavdu ; and finally, we listened with pleasure 
and surprise to tho beautiful air of Haydn's 
Austrian hymn, and many variations on it, 
some of excessive difficulty. 

Thanks to three accomplished gentlemen, 
two belonging to Franco and one to Belgium, 
Mr. Iburg was enabled to favour the audionce 
with sioging of uncommon meritorious noes. 
The three gentlemen referred to b«T« each 



Thb usual summer cholerine has made its 
appearance inTokio, and the hospitals, Ac., are 
made ready against an outbreak of disease. 



As unusual capture has been mode at 
Inosima. A sea-lion (genua PLttyrhyndtut) 
•brat ten feet in length, pure whito in colour, 
and weighing, as estimated, from four to five 
hundred pounds, was taken by some fishermen 
brought to shore. 



Wg learn that Mr. H. Pierret, who was 
recently appointed to fill the office of French 
consul at Hongkong, has now been definitively 
nominated for the same post at Manila. Mr. 
Pierret leaves by tho next French mail and 
proceeds directly to Mauila vL4 Siugaporo.— 
fi'JScAo du r 



We observe from the China Mail that some 
efforts are likely to * be made to build a 
railway from QuoenVroad to the peak via 
Wanchai and Pokfoolum. Mr. R. G. A I ford 
has put forward a scheme showing the cost of 
the line to be $285,962 for 4.83 miles, or 
960,205 per mile. The incomo and expendi- 
ture are s tated at $35,600 and $28,237, leaving 
a profit of $7,363 or about 2$ per cent, ou the 
outlay. 

Should the colonists undertake the construc- 
tion of this railway residence in Hongkong 
during the summer mouths may be rendered 
not only bearablo but agreeable. Tho air of 
the peak and tho uplands is cool and fresh for 
half the twenty-four hours, advantages that 
cannot be availed of at present for want of 
suitable conveyances at comparatively small 
outlay, both desiderata the railway will provide 
for, fare* being cilouUlod at fifty cents for 
Europeans and ten ciuls for Chinese. 

H. M. S. Comut arrived on the 30th nit., and 
IB a very satisfactory first instalment of the new 
British float we hope to see far service in these 
waters to replace the various most unsatisfactory 
experiments of Mr. Reed. The Comut is a fast 
steel vessel ; short, broad, and of moderate 
draught. She is aa long as the Module, but has 
five feet more beam. She carries about 25 days 
coal for slow steaming, aud can, if required to do 
so. go at tho rate of nearly 14 knots, at a mo- 
derate consumption of coal, say under two pounds 
| per indicated hone-power for one hour. Hot 
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is about 1,600, displacement 2.300 
ton*, and engine power over 2,300 effective. 
Her battery is uot equal to the merits of tbo 
vessel, aa abe baa only two short seven inch 
00 cwt. guns, and tbo reat are the poor 04 
which are the weakest and most in- 
aed by any European naval 



The Com in has eight or nine sister 
vessels, all named with titles beginning 
with the letter C. Tho designs wero roado 
by II r. Barn ut>)', chief constructor to 1I.B.M. 
navy. The vessels were, in six cases, 
built by Messrs. Elder 4 Co., and the con- 
struction U in many w»)s novel and special. 
Tho frames, keels, longitudinal girders and 
beams are made out of tough Yorkshire iron. 
Tha plating consists of soft Siemen's Lindore 
steel, and tho horizontal armour, fore and aft, 
was made at Sheffield. The rudder post, spur, 
screws, 4c., ware cast from old bruss cannon. 
The engines are three-cylinder and compound, 
and the boilers are steel. The vessel has a novel 



foreign bred horse or dog often finds it hard to 
tolerate, their senses seem to be so blunted 
that they take little or no note of the noxious 
gate* and effluvia which float off on the balmy 
breezes of tho morning, or arc washed away 
in the babbling brook all day and all night long, 
rendering both air and water unfit for human 
use while at the same time losing the greater 
portion of the fertilizing power of the manures 
which they think thoy are so carefully 
storing up for their fields. Their closets and 
kitchen middens arc not only placod in cloao 
proximity to wells and springs of water, but 
are left so exposed to sun and air as to 
cause the most dangerous fermentation, and 
withal are generally so located that their 
fsscal exhalations float through the entire house, 
and wheu the outer shutters are all closed, as 
they ofton are in the warmest nights of sum- 
mer, the ntmosphore in the rooms is filled with 
the breath from numerous pairs of lungs 
seasoned with abundant effluvia from adjacent 
closets, and up through the straw mats and 



steering apparatus for use when tho rudder is 1 tho loose board floors, the space beneath having 



shot away or damaged. The masts are of iron, 
and the vessel is divided into so very many 
water-tight subdivisions that it. is hoped she 
may prove unsinkable. 



€orr«poHdentf. 



fi" We tire not TttpomibU for lh» opinion* 



JAPANESE AGRICULTURE POISONS THE 
AIR AND WATER OF THE LAND. 

To the editor of the Japan OaztUe. 

TiM Sib : — In former letters I have given 
you some accounts of tho peculiarities of the 
people, or of tho towns and country that have 
attracted my attention at various points during 
my several journeys among the provinces. 

These were intended chiefly to iuterest your 
foreign readers, but now I propose to say a 
few words upon a great and important subject 
which everywhere, and at all seasons of the 
year, very forcibly attracts my atteutiou, and 
forms a subject which more intimately sod 
directly concents the native inhabitants of this 
country and it is for their especial benefit that 
I now offer the results ot my observations and 
impressions. 

The varied noxious and offensive odours that 
disgust tho sensitive olfactories of forsignors 
from western lands who visit or sojourn in 
this country, and the pollution and poisoning 
of the water in wells and springs from adjacent 
cesspools, 4c, have been talked about and writ- 
ten about literally ad nauuam, and wo should 
all be glad to ignore mid forget the entire cate- 
gory of noxious, deadly mistinesses, if such 
thing were possible. Hut, tike Hamlet's ghost, 
these with most of the other ills aud discom- 
forts of this life cannot bo banished from the 
face of the earth by a mere lilt of the will. But 
a kind Providence bus furnished man with su- 
perior intellect, which when brought into 
action enubles him to ameliorate and improve 
his condition, and so to riso above the estate of 
the dumb beast which rests content, wallowing 
iu its own filth. 

The people of this country have evinced 
more than an ordinary desire to riso in the scale 
of civilization, but one of the most important 
and radical of the steps by which they must 
ascend has been as yet but little thought of by 
themselves. 

Born and reared among the offensive odours 



irtitions or dividing wells to separate them 
from the open pools of reeking filth that are 
almost always found in various parts of the 
house. 

But still further to intensify the putridity of 
the sir which they breathe and of tho water 
which they drink, nearly every day, and often 
more than onco a day, a man with a pair of 
buckets and a large dipper visits these deposits 
of putrifying excreta and, baling out the con- 
tents, leaves it standing about in buckets, and 
at convenient intervals it is carried forth and 
scattered over the fields, from whence it flows 
into all the fountains and streams of wster, so 
that in my varied travels I have been unable 
to And a single draught of cool water that I 
could confidently imbibe as being of ordinary 
purity. 

Besides the prime causes of impurity of air 
and water already mentioned, I would also 
coll attention to one or two others which I 
find to be equally prevalent if not equally 
potent in their deleterious effects. One of 
these is the constant habit these people have 
of washing all kinds of food and clothing and 
household utensils at tha side of their wells 
or springs of water, making a foul pool of 
mud all about the fountain head of their water 
supply, the impurities from which percolate 
through the soil and find their way to tho 
bottom of tho deepest wells. 

In my travels, when hot and thirsty, I 
have sought in mountains, bills, and valleys 
for pure cold water, but as yet have not found 
one well or spring or rivulet, among thousands 
examined, that was clear of contamination from 
ono or other of tho above mentioned sources of 
poisonous infiltrations, 

In some. parts of the country artesian wells 
ore quite numerous, and when I first came 
upon some of these, I thought now surely I 
can indulge in a satisfying draught of pure 
cold water. But lo ! when 1 tasted it, the 
flowing fountain coming up from the depths 
of the earth waa no better than the water of 
common wells which I had tried before. 
Was it possible that the general con- 
tamination of all tho fields and brooks had 
penetrated to the deep caverns and recesses of 
tho earth, hundreds or thousands ot feet below 
the surface, so that the water obtained by deep 
boring was no better than that of the surfsce ? 
But a little further examination showed 
me that it was unnecessary to suppose that 
all the deep fountains in the bowels of the 
earth were poisoned, for I soon discovered 
that these artesian wells, like all the other 



water, the accumulations of months and years 
of household washings, saturating the soil to 
the dopth ot many feet all about the up-boiling 
stream, which thus received its allotted por- 
tion of decaying matter, so that it might not 
be puffed up with pride ou account of superiori- 
ty over its neighbours ! 

Another cause of the more effectual poison- 
ing of air and water is the very bad habit 
which prevails in this country of storing up 
the manure all about the houses in separate 
amall receptacles, thus by dividing it into 
small portions, giving greater exposure to the 
air, aud consequently increasing evaporation, 
and by placing it in small heaps all about their 
fields, making it almost sure that no stream of 
water can escape the washings brought down 
by frequent rains. 

So if, by some happy chance, a breeze of 
untainted air comes to long disgusted nostrils, 
and the happy lungs begin to expand and rejoice 
in memory of oldtimo sweetness almost for- 
gotten, once enjoyed in lands of higher civiliza- 
tion, the turn of a corner or the approach of 
a pair of buckets, turns all the shortlived 
happiness into ususen, disgust, and sorrow 
that not even one day, or scarce one hour of 
pure breathing, may be enjoyed. 

But it may be asked, — What is tbe use 
of this rehearsal of what is so wsll known 
to all European readers, who recoil at the 
recital of the story of all tho nauseating odours 
among which they must live while in this 
country, especially if they travel or mingle 



much with tho nativ< 



jpulation 



? Aud would 



of tu«lr bouses aud tbsir fields, which a wells, were surrounded with » pool of filthy 



it not be better to leave the native population 
iu their present state of blissful ignorance of 
all the blessings of pure air and water ? 

It might further and more rationally be 
aaked, what remody has the writer to propose 
for this groat and naaseating evil and lost ; by 
which this people msy take a great stride 
upward in the scale of civilization ? 

I reply, that I would have all the closets 
and cesspools about the human habitations, 
well enclosed and isolated, and large enough 
to obviate the necesity of dsily dippings ; tbe 
honscs better protected from miasma 
beneath and better ventilated from above ; 
wells and springs separated and protected ft 
all chance of percolating impurities ; no wt 
ing to be allowed iu their vicinity, and asm 
as possible protected from ull inflow of 
water. The little atoragea aud heaps of manu 
for the fields, I would collect together in T 
masses, away from human habitations 
thoroughlarcs where they would be 
removed from water courses and fountains; and 
protected from evaporation and woabing of 
rain. Into these large receptaclesl woal l cast 
all the straw and other refuse vegetable matter 
uow burned or otherwise wasted, which would 
sbsorb the greater portion of tbe gases and 
fluids which are now allowed to float about in 
sir and water thus making a vast saving in 
fertilizers as well as avoiding the ' ' 
poisoning and pollution of earth, air ■ 

Manure manufactured in this manner in 
great compost heaps or tanks, would lose a 
great measure of its offensive qualities, would 
be increased at least fourfold in quantity and 
quality, which would be a direct gain to the 
country each year of millions of yen, more than 
sufficient to cancel all public debts, and might 
even be made to supply the entire yearly 
revenue of the government ! 

On the other hand thousands upon thousands 
would be saved in greater salubrity of climste 
and purity of water supplies, and consequent 
good health and respectability and a higher 
grade of civilization attained, all of which can 
never be had iu the present polluted it»le of 
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earth and water And atmosphere of this country. 

While residing in the foreign settlements 
at the various open ports we tee hat a email 
portion of the great evils hinted nt above, but 
extended travel in the interior bring* tho whole 
subject with each tremendoua force to bear 
npon the physical senses that tho mind can 
no longer disregard their existence, and seeing 
the great loss and damage which this people 
are incurring every day and every hour of 
their lives, and the great obstacle here oppos- 
ing their advancement in refinement and 
civilization, I am compelled to make this 
attempt to draw their attention to this great 
and important subject, which can only be hinted 
at in a newspaper article, but which they may 
find more fully elucidated in the practices and 
teachings of any of the more advanced and 
civilized nations of the West. 

Hoping for a good result, 

Respectfully yours, 



OCR SATURDAY " REVIEW." 

To tho editor of the Japan Gazette. 

Snt : — Is it aot a new departure in journal- 
ism for a weekly paper to publish a lengthy 
acrostic in the first pages of its edition ? And 
yet this is what seems to have been served up 
to a too long suffering pnblic in the first and 
. second shoots of last Saturday's Japan Weekly 
Mail, a professed review of ' Japanese com- 
merce, politics, literature, and art.' It is to 
be hoped that tho koy will appear in due 
' course on Saturday noxt. And, again, under 
which heading of those ' too much protest inge ' 
can that dished up plagiarism on the ' Passion 
Play ' be classified? Commerce, barely ; politics, 
hardly; literature, scarcely, unless the two 
last syllable!) nre left unpronounced ; while no 
height of the imagination will allow of its be- 
ing dubbed artistic. One would have thought 
that this generation, at least, had had enough 
of this subject. The European papers have 
from timo to time and at all times discussed it 
ad nauuam. Then we are treated to a few 
dreary plstitudinal notes — if I may coin a word 
—grandly pronounced to bo editorial. In the 
*' notes of the week," it would have been 
thought that, here at least something inter- 
esting to the community would step in ; but no ; 
a few local items to a great deal of — tale, I 
w«s going to write— reprints from home 
journals, constitute what ought to prove the 
most welcome pert of tho paper to home 
subscribers ; why these reprints should appear 
in a professed record of our daily doings, 
paaaeth all understanding. To pad up, n 
lew pages of sickly translations from the 
native press sre introduced, a rechauffe of the 
startling intelligence thst has appeared during 
the week in the daily edition, informing us how 
colonel this, lieutenant that, and general so 
and so have returned from, are going to, or are 
expected at the hot springs of Atami ; and 
other astounding information of a like nature 
8everal columns of stalo European telegrams 
that everyone has read in the evening papers, 
help to fill up. A well meaning native, doubt- 
less, but mystifying in his composition, ad- 
vances authorities by the score ou given subjects 
only to knock their arguments into a cocked 
hat, like a child building houses with toy bricks. 
Then appears a letter from a home corres- 
pondent, and, for a grand wind up, the fast 
dwindling subscribers arc treated to an extract 
from a treaty port contemporary. It can bo 
imagined with what disgust an old Japan ran- 
ger at home will receive this precious number, 
srbea he vainly searches for the expected 



roview of Japanese commerce, politics, litera- 
ture, and art. Finally, why is this nondescript 
journal styled a "reviow"? Is it becsuso it 
is noi o review ? . 

A paper, too, of incorporations and announce- 
ments. It would not be surprising to read 
that, " During the temporary absence of the 
editor, the well known office boy, Sarunoske, 
will assume editorial charge of this review." — 
Or, " The manager having been seized with a 
colic, the night watchman will attend to his 
department, to whom all communications are 
to bo addressed " ; — or, "The editor and pro- 
prietor of tho Tekio Tearer having gone on a 
six months' spree, we have incorporated bis 
journal with this review, both papors being 
suckled by the same old milch cow." 

A paper of no known proprietorship, no one 
with coursgc enough to own it, a veritable 
journalistic orphan, and with all the wants of 
an Oliver. No known agents, but thoao popu- 
larly supposed so to be, who can be pictured 
as standing on the bund, intently gazing on 
Kadsnsa's distant shore seeking inspiration on 
the subject of future rice exportation. A paper 
that derives its principal subsistence from taxes 
wrung from the sons of the soil. 

Is it not time that this much enduring 
community asserted itself, and let this poor 
relic of what was onco a readable journal 
depart from the scene in peace ? Or, mayhap, 
some kindly 'bum' may step in and take 
possession, peacefully enjoying tho same, thus 
relieving these toilers in tho deep, or rather, 
deep toilers, from ill further anxiety, and com- 
parison with the two disciples of old who both 
sold and doniod their 



Pity the drones. 
With sighs and moans. 
Who manage this paper 
That nobody i 



I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
TILE- OFF. 

Hakooe, July 28th, 1880. 



THE NEW TREATIES. 



To tho editor of the Japan Qatettt. 
Dear 8ta :— Can you or any ono else tell mo 
what is the matter with the editor of the 



Herald"! Ono would have thought that, after 
his great triumph in getting hold of the pro- 
posed new treaties, ho would have been all 
smiles, but alas 1 hois not so; ho is, on the 
contrary, « wery, wery weird." What can bo 
the cause of this ; has any one trodden on his 
? Howovor, if he has not met with the 



he hoped for he is at least quite right 
iching into the diplomates. for these 
-masters," " birds of passage," or " med- 



corns 
kwlo$ 
in pitcl 
" post-masters," 

roeritios," as he calls them hsvo no 
to rcceivo any documents from the Japanese 
without his permission and approval. Were 
it not for the ever watchful eye of the 
tlcrall, there can be nr. doubt that the 
interests of the foreign community, and 
tho world in general, would como to griof 
at once. Lot mo hero mako a suggestion 
— one which, I am sure, only his innate 
modesty has prevented the editor of the 
Herald from making himself -namely, that all 
diplomates ho at onco recalled, and that the 
iutorcsts of all tho Treaty Powers be entrusted 
to tho Talleyrand of No. 28, Herald Street. 

I remain, dear sir, 

Yours obediently, 

Asotukr Mebcaiob. 
Tokio, July 22nd, 1880. 



To the editor of the Japan Gaxetu. 

Drab Bra:— Your remarks in yesterday's 
issue are quite correct in reference to a pilot 
license having been granted to a Japanese 
boatman, without the necessary qualifications. 

Will you beliovc, Sir. that there are 
now in Tokio, no less than six Japanese boys 
knocking at the door of the msritie depart- 



ment asking for licenses to pilot foreign ships ? 
What trade the candidates are of, I am not in- 
formed, save that none of them are sailors. 
They say they are going to turn all the foreign 
pilots out. 

Your truly, 

A RESIDENT. 
Yokohama, 27(h July, 1880. 
- ■■ — - '* 

fche ©ntports. 

H.IJf THE MIKADO AT OTSU AND 
KIOTO. 

OrnoiAL Ofbxmu or thb New Railwat. 



(Hv.iijo Newt Corretpondenl.) 

Kioto, July 15th. 

The new lino from Ot*mi to Otau was 
opened to-day for passenger and goods 
traffic, and all the trains hitherto run from 
Kioto to Otani now go right through to 
Otsu. There will bo ten passenger trains run 
each way every day, besides goods trains and 
specials. Tho traffio will no doubt be largely 
incroasod by this extension of tho system. 
From an offioial report we take the 
following : — 

" Not only is there a considerable passenger 
traffic converging on and pasaing through 
Otau but tho goods traffio also should be 
large, judging by the carrying trade now in 
existence. Goods arriving at the shores of 
Lake Biwa are transported to Otau by water, 
thenoo by land carriage to Kioto and to the 
sea coast via Fusbimi. Fish, charcoal, grains, 
and roots, Bilk, tea, and other products, be- 
sides manufactured articles and balo goods, 
are among the oxporta or imports passing 
through Otsu." 

The town of Otsu will be visited by a large 
number of people, taking advantage of the 
now facilities now avilablo, and tho place is 
woll worth a visit. Although there is no- 
thing to be seen in the town itsolf, the 
surroundings are exceedingly fine, and the 
view from Miidera Temple on the hill above 
Otsu in perhaps tho finest to be seen any- 
where in Japan. We visited Otsu to-day and 
found it is a pretty large town, and although 
wretched looking in many quarters, there 
are sign of a large trade being dono in cargo 
from the L:iko, so that tho opening of tho 
railway will greatly improvo it. At present 
there is no place in Otsu for foroign visitors 
to obtain food or refreshments ; bnt it is 
most likely that some enterprising Japanese 
will establish a house fit for the reception of 
foreigners. 



U. I. M. THE MIKADO AT KIOTO. 

Kioto, 18th July, 1880. 

On Friday II. I. M. the Mikado went to 
Soniuji, to visit the graves of his ancestors, 
where they have all been buried since the 
jm 1,200. On Saturday as want to Kttsa* 
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ra-no-miya, the Rammer palace,, where No 
dancing took place. It is reported that on 
Monday ho will go and see a game of foot- 
ball played by the Knwazoku, or ancient 
nobility. 

On Friday evening there was a grand dis- 
play of fireworks in the bed of the Kamo- 
gnwa, at Shimo-gamo. At short intervals, 
shells were thrown to a groat height, and on 
banting thoy dropped showers of whit*, red, 
and green fire, in the nsoal form known at 
home as willow trees, or Prince of Wales 
feathers. On a slope of Dai Monji-yams, 
on the east side of the city, there w»s a very 
brilliant display. Two of the Ch ineae charac- 
ter** t'a, or as the Japanese call it rfai, were 
seen ablaze on the hill side, and the out lino 
of a Japanese junk in firo was also a very 
pretty sight. These firoworks were pro- 
duced by digging holes in the ground form- 
ing the ootlitio of the characters and of the 
jnnk, the holes being a few foot apart, and 
filled with pine wood and pitch ; and when 
the whole was lighted simultaneously, the 
outlines appeared complete ; they burned 
Tery brilliantly for several hours. 

On Saturday there .were two great proces- 
sion from the Gion temple at Gion-machi. 
In the morning the Mo festival began, by 
the great cars being drawn from this temple 
to another ono in tho west side of the city, 
where they will remain tou days and then 
return. On the top of tho car a large spear 
is carried, which is said to be the one nsed 
by Susa-no-O-no-Mikoto, to put down rebel- 
lions during his reign ; daring a plague the 
people carried forth this spear to frighten 
the god of disease, and as tho logond has it, 
the plague disappeared ; hence tho origin of 
this annual festival, when the spear is carried 
on the top of the great car. In the evening 
another procession took place, when three 
mikothi were carried from the Gion temple 
at_Giou-machi, accompanied by a boat of cho 



B.I.U. TUB MIKADO IN KOBE. 



(Uioijo Netrt.) * 

The young and flourishing town of Kobe, 
the model settlement of the Foreign Conces- 
atOD to tho east and tho old town of Hiogo to 
the west, were yesterday decorated in tho 
most gorgeous style, as a welcome to His 
Imperial Majesty tbe Emperor of Japan, who 
has now completed his overland tour from 
Tokio, — a journey undertaken from lore of 
the country and its people, a desire to see 
them in their evory-day life nnd quiet 
pursuits, and which will have the effect of 
fostering their strong spirit of loyalty. It 
is therefore meet that at this stago in the 
Imperial tour, and in this important ceotro 
of the rising trade of Japan, a specially bril- 
liant display should be made to weleorno His 
Majesty, and that, while the natives and 
their officials have done everything in their 
power, the foreign community also nhonld 
not fail to do their part. Anyone who has 
seen tho decorations will certainly bo of 
opinion that their grandeur and striking 
effect is greater than they anticipated. 
Yesterday morning, the preparations were 
nearly all complete, and throughout the day, 
tbe appearance of tbo streets was gay and 
charming ; the festoons of coloured lanterns 
and hundreds of flags in all the principal 
streets presented a brilliant spectacle in ti e 
unshino; a striking effect which 
only bo surpassed by tho scene at night, 
under the full moonlight, the myriad* 



of lanterns were illuminated, and lit up the 
whole town, from tho bay to tho baao of the 
hills in tho background. Tho harbour pre- 
sented n fino sight daring tho day, as there 
wore thirteen merchant steamers and sailing 
vessels, besides threo Japanese men-of-war in 
port ; and added to these thero was tho fleet of 
pleasure yachts owned by foreigners here : 
all these vessels were dressed in brilliant 
colours fore and nft. The Bund of the Con- 
cession was glorified by a profuse display of 
lantorns on all tho buildings ; from tho 
verandahs and tho oaves of the roofs, lines 
of lanterns wero hung ; the British Consulate 
was almost covered with flags ; the United 
States Consulate was very profusely decorat- 
ed with lanterns, while -the other building* 
were all decorated more or loss in tbo snr 
style. At tho ond of Division Street, a 
double archway of white lanterns wwsfrected 
and nt the Bund end of tho other streets of 



tho Concession n single arch spanned the 
street. Tbe Municipal Council, with nn 
ppropriation bill for $200, laid out the 
noney to the best advantage, nnd made it go 



a long way, for the erection of four pole* on 
the Bund on which were hang sixteen long 
linos of lantorns constituted n very good and 
effective method of producing n brilliant 
spectacle. On the Bund of the Native Town, 
the Iliogo Hotel made a good display, nnd 
further along, at the buildings occupied by 
agencies of native shipping companies, the 
array of flags and lanterns was tasteful as 
well as extensive. The roost brilliant dis- 
play of all was that in tho Sakayo-machi, in 
the vicinity of the old One Bank premises, 
which were prepared for the use of His 
Majesty during his brief stay here. Look- 
ing east from Division Street, tho Sakaye- 
mac hi was a gnrgootis and flaming mass of 
colours. On tho left hand side, tho first 
thing which attracts attention is a prodigious 
triangular arrangement of white and blue 
lanterns, fixed on a very high pole ; the 
lowest line is about forty yards in length, 
and tho lines decrease as they rise upwards, 
till the summit of the pyramid of lantorns is 
reached at the top of the pole. The roadway, 
repaired, is in beautiful order ; the saplings 
which formerly lined the street are now 
doubled in number by the yonng trees plant- 
ed for the occasion ; besides those there are 
small bamboos stuck in the ground, with 
their feathery tops still preserved, and a little 
lowor down on tho cane a large red lantern 
is fixed ; nnd still another feature in the 
decoration of tho roadway is the bamboo 
cane surmounted by a small parasol from 
which tho paper has been torn off, and the 
ribs covored with pink-coloured imitations 
of flowers, and round -the circumference of 
this brilliant parasol, long thin strips of 
silvery paper are flying, their reflection of 
tho sun's rays being qnite dazzling. The 
first foreign-stylo building on tho right hand 
side of the street, which is to bo the residence 
of His Majesty, is a two-storied house, 
with largo portico nnd verandah above, tin 
columns being in Corinthian style. The 
gateway is surmounted by a beautiful arch of 
evergreens, and national flags are crosod 
over tbo arch. On tho left hand side, and 
nearly opposite tho temporary Imperial resi- 
dence, a vacant plot of ground has boon 
utilised for the erection of stabling for the 
horses of tho Imperial suite j the rude and 
rnnko-shift character of those stables is en- 
tirely concealed from view by tho drapery 
hung in front of them, and the lines of trees 
bamboos, lanterns, and flags. At the cross 
roads, where tbe first broad street crosses the 
Sakayo-machi, tbo height of spl 



been reached. Two tall poles stand, one on 
either side of tho street ; from the top of 
oach pole, a long line of coloured lanterns 
descends to tho roadway eastwards, nnd 
another westwards ; threo lines of lanterns 
from the top of each polo join togother im- 
mediately over the centre of the roadway, 
and n huge and brightly coloured paper 
nmbrclh is suspended from the festoon arch, 
while round this umbrella nro dozens of 
lanterns nnd large fans for illumination, nnd 
from tho long handle of the umbrella threo 
or four lines of lantorns arc suspended, and 
stretch U> opposite sides of the street. There 
are many other poles hung with lanterns in 
this street, some of them having largo square 
frames with over a hundred lanterns close 
together. All along tho fine broad street — 
the Salcayc-machi— there were rows of lan- 
terns hung in front of the shops, nnd bright 
screens of drapery hanging in front of tbo 
houses; the lanterns were in endless variety, 
all shapes and colours,— some with tho rising 
snn, others with painted characters, and 
others with landscapes and figures. Tbo 
streets at right angles with the Sakaye-mnchi 
nro all richly docorated with poles and 
oaracrs of lanterns or festoons crossing tho 
street. At tho Japanese Post Office, tho 
gateway was surmounted by a fino arch in 
evergreens, with two largo dragons on tho 
sideB of it. At tbo ond of Main Street, look- 
ing back from the Railway Bridge, thore is a 
bright display along the front of the shops 
and houses, and a large pole bearing a myriad 
of lanterns in triangular designs and festoons. 
The railway as seen from tho top of the 
bridge ia lined on either side with red lanterns 
and the fence is stuck full of national flags. 
The road loading to the Minato-gawa, always 
a gay and crowded scene, is now iu surpas- 
sing brilliance, and every shopkeeper seems 
to have done his best to decorate tho front of 
his shop in a tasteful manner. Kasonoki 
Tomplo is ono mass of bright coloured lan- 
terns and flags. The steep assent op tho 
bank of the Minato-gawa is lined with dazzl- 
ing tinsel ornaments, flower covered parasols, 
and lanterns ; while across tho dry river bed, 
from tbo upper bridge to tho third one, 
thero are hundreds of festoons of lanterns 
crossing from the trues on either bank, and 
along the Bide from one tree to another there 
are numerous lines of lanterns. 

H.I.M. the Mikado, it was announced, 
would leave Kioto (where ho has been since 
the 14th instant) at 4 p.m. and arrive at 
Kobe Station'at 0 p.m. An honr'beforo that 
time, the station grounds were occupied by a 
largo detachment of hlue-jackots from the 
Japanese men-of-war in port, and accom- 
panied by the Admiral's band from the Fu*o- 
fa»n. The police were in large numbers on 
the lino of mnrcli from tho station to the east 
nd of Sakayo-machi, and inside the station 
grounds. Crowds of people were gradually 
congregating at various points on the route, 
where they waited patiently to get a view of 
the imperial procession, losido tho station 
grounds there was a very largo number of 
people, and a great army of jinrikislin coolies, 
Iressod np gorgeously and regardless of ex- 
penso with blue jackets nnd yellow sashes, 
and in their jinrikistn s they carried tho 
national flsg; they wore engaged to convey 
the minor officials of tho imperial rotinue and 
tho small looal officials who would join in the 
procession. The presence of officials was 
shown even an hour before the time, by tha 
raerous black coat* and tall black hats, 
whose wearers pcrspirod dreadfully ; with tho 
irray of black ennu nnd bolUopper hata 
await.og tho arrival of tho traio, „d tu. 
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number of similar cos tamos which wonld 
come from Kioto, there was promise of a 
jood display of grotesque anciont and modern 
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At a quarter past six o'clock tho Imperial 
train arrivod, and everything was ready in 
the station grounds for tho reception of 
His Majesty. His state carringo was drawn 
np at the door of the passage for egress from 
the station ; in front of the main building tho 
escort of Lancers were mounted, farther off 
were other carriages for the snite, and from 
the outer gate tho blue-jackets formed in 
line two deep, with the band of the Fato-kan 
at the head of the line. The members of the 
Consular body, which was folly represent- 
ed, were on the ground some distanco from 
the state carriage, but they were invited to 
come up close between it and the doorway, 
and when Ilia Majesty walked oat of tho 
station tlioy snluU'd him and ho returned tho 
salutation. He then entered tho state car- 
riage, the advance guard of Lancers led the 
way, and the procession moved off. The 
hand played tho national anthem when His 
Majesty passed and tho blue-jackets present- 
ed arms. The distant booming of heavy 
guns was also heard — being the salute fired 
on board the Fiuo-kan, the Wyci-kan and 
from Hiogo Fort. Along the road to tho 
Imperial residence in Sakayc-machi thoro 
waa a dense crowd of people, and thousands 
fell into tbe wake of too procession, but 
everyone was quiet and orderly. The bril- 
liance of the decorations, and the much 
greater concourse of people, made tbe recep- 
tion infinitely better than that which greeted 
His Majesty in Kioto. 

The illuminations on Tuesday night (20th) 
were ou the whole very successful, and tbe 
brilliant spectacle on the Bond of tho Foreign 
Concession was superior to any of the sights 
in the native town, with the exception, per- 
haps, of the aceno on the bed of the Minato- 
gawa. The four or five poles and about 
twenty lines of white lanterns suspended 
from them, stretching across the Bund from 
the sea wall to tho front of the houses— tho 
work of the Municipal Council — did not 
quite como up to our expectations; the lan- 
torns were too late in being lit np, and 
although the lines of lanterns looked very 
well when riewod from tho ond of the Band, 
tbe viow from tho harbour was not so good 
as it would have been had there been lines of 
lanterns along the sen wall instead of so 
many festoons from the tops of the poles. 
The frontages of tho buildings on the Ound 
were vory gorgeously illuminated, and the 
archways of light at the ends of the street* 
joining tbe Bund were very pretty. At No. 1, 
the display was very brilliant ; a largo obry- 
santhomum on a canvas screen being illumi- 
nated, wbilo it was flanked by horizontal and 
obique lines of white lanterns. The Uuited 
States Consulate wsb very pretty, tho columns 
of the verandahs being hung with rod and 
whito lanterns, and round tho caves of the 
roof there wore similar ones. At No. 3, an 
office and a godown, with no facilities in 
themselves for decorations, were hid from 
view by a facade of light, six lines of lanterns 
being bung close together, extending over 
the whole frontage, and higher up a group of 
five shorter lines were hang — each lantern 
being decorated with tho United States flag. 
Tbe German Consulate (a bungalow), besides 
having numerous lanterns, displayed a bright 
illumination in gas over the verandah, bat 
tbe design was not very distinct ; the bril- 
' of tbe light outshone all the lanterns 
On tbe next building, No. 6, tbe 
was bang wilt lanterns, and two 



linos descended from the small tower to the 
ground. Over the gate way of tho next house. 
No. 7, thero wore two very beautiful lanterns, 
in the design of gold fish ; on this and on 
No. 8 thoro wero profuse displays of white 
lanterns. The British Consulate was deco- 
rated with fine effect, by columns of red 
lanterns in front and a line of white one* 
around the roof, and another similar line 
round tho railing. Tho other buildings, to 
tho end of the Bund, had a great array of 
white and red lanterns. At the bottom of 
the broadest street in the Concession — the 
Kiyo-machi — thoro was a triple archway of 
whito lanterns; and in this street tho Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank, tho Clab Con- 
cordia, No. 82, and other buildings woro 
conspicuously illuminated. A very brilliant 
display was made on the top of Mr. Kirby's 
house at No. 13 ; in front of the roof there 
was a small chrysanthemum, and several linos 
of light, whilo above tho top of the roof a 
chrysanthamnm of very large sixo was fixed, 
and tho wholo illuminated with gas, which 
burned steadily and with great brilliancy, so 
that it could bo seen all over the town. On 
the native Bund, the best display was that in 
front of the China and Japan Trading Com- 
pany's premises, where tboro was a great 
array of variegated lanterns, and in the 
centre an illuminated chrysanthemum. The 
Sakaye-machi and other streets of tho native 
town werii very beautifully illuminated, but 
not with such great brillianco as the Foreign 
Bund, on account of tho inferior quality of 
tho candles used. The Miuato-gawa | resented 
tho moat charming scene of all, where the 
myriads of coloured lanterns hung from the 
trees on either Bide of tho river bod, formed 
a soft and pleasant river of light between tho 
avenuo of tho old and stately treos. A 
splendid view was obtained from the east 
bank of the Minato-gawa of the illuminations 
all over the place, including tho Harbour, the 
foreign Band, the towering poles and festoons 
of light in Sakayo-machi, the lights on bun- 
galows up on tho face of the hills, and the 
large lights which were burned on tho hills 
from Taka-tori to Suwa-yama. Tho blase of 



light on the Foreigu Bund lookod vory well 
at a distance. In tbe Harbour, tho throe 
Japanese men-of-war — tho Futo-hau, tho 
Hiyei-kaa and tho Amaki-kan— showed dark 
crimson linos light round thoir bulwarks and 
on the yards ; while the Mitsu Bishi stoamor 
Hirothima-maru had threo lines of white lan- 
terns,— round tho main, upper, and hurricane 
docks. Firoworks and rockets were set off 
from the Japanese men-of-war, and some of 
the showers of coloured light were vory 
beautiful. Rockets were also sent up from 
Qleniffer. Tho illuminations commenced 
about eight o'clock, and by eleven tho most 
of tho lanterns were getting dim, or the lines 
broken by somo of them going out , and by 
midnight tho ephemeral brilliance of tnllow 
candlo* had come to an end. 

Yesterday morniug (July 21st) at eight 
o'clock, H.I.M. the Mikado rode in his 
carriage, with mounted escort, from the 
Snkayemachi to Hiogo Kenoho, from there 
to the Shihnngakko, and then to the Kioshin- 
kwai, or Competitive Museum. Ho then 
proceeded to tho Minato-gawa Jinsha, or 
Kasutioki Templo, and after a short Btay 
thero proceeded to tho Minato-gawa, crossing 
the river bid, going down tho west bank, re- 
crossing and then returning to his residence 
in Sakayc-machi. The scene at tho Minato- 
gawa was a very brilliant one, ss all the 
lanterns used in tho previous night's illumi- 
nation were still hanging from the trees ; 
and the ma»io by the band of tbe JWJGm 



made the^gay scene more lively than 

The last incident of His Majesty's tour, 
before ombarking on tho Fuso-Kan, was bis 
visit to tho Custom House, which took place 
between two nnd three o'clock yesterday 
afternoon. The ti mo onnonnoed for his de- 
parture from his residence in Sakayemachi 
was two o'clock, and by that hour largo 
numbers of foreigners and Japanese hail 
assembled on tho Bund of the Foreign 
Concession. At half post two, the imperial 
procession came down Division Street, and 
along the Bund, His Majesty riding in a state 
carriage accompanied by H.E. Sanjd, the 
Prime Minister, and escorted by a troop of 
Lancers, passing along tho Band at a mode- 
rate trotting pace. A brief stay was made 
at the Custom Houbs, where a case of muslins 
just landed from tho Qlemffer by Messrs. H. 
Abrons A Co. had boon opened for His Ma- 
jesty's inspection, at the request of H.E. 
Sano, Finance Minister. His Majesty, toge- 
ther with the Prime Minister several naval 
officers, went off in a boat rowed by twelve 
sailors, tho rising sun flag flying at the stern, 
the imperial standard, a golden crysanthe- 
mum on red ground, being atuok through the 
awning amidships, wilh another royal stan- 
dard at the stem. A long cannonade was 
kept up by tho Japanese mon-of-war and 
the Hiogo Fort from tbe time His Majesty 
loft the Custom House till he went on 
board the Futo-kcui. The gunboat Atniiki-han 
left the harbour about four o'clock, followed 
by the Futo-kan, and tbe Hiyet-Jbanaf forwards, 
with about a quarter of an hour's sail be- 
tween each of them. His Majesty will land 
at Yokohama and proceed by rail to Tokio. 

A good number of people, unfortunately, 
will have nnpleasant reminiscences of tbe 
Imperial visit to Kobo, for in the few minu- 
tes when tho crowd of people lined tho cam- 
ber wall, witnessing tho departure of His 
Majesty, some pickpockets were very busy, 
and succeeded in carrying off two or three 

fold watches from foreigners, and some 
apauese also lost thoir watches. On Tues- 
day night, when the streets were crowded 
with people witnessing tho illuminations, 
several coses of watch snatching also occur- 
red, and in ovory instance the thiof did bis 
work so smartly that no capture wns made, 
so far as we have beard. 

The Imperial train mado a very good run 
from Kioto on Tuesday, having done the 
journey in one hour and forty-one minutes. 



THE DECREE PARDON ISO OH' UNO 
HOW. 

(X.-C. Daily Ntwt.) 

Yrsterday (July 13th) we published tho 
following as an extra. 

We have received from Peking the follow- 
ing translation of tho Imperial decree pardon- 
ing Ch'ang How. Tho decree, a brief notice 
of which appoared in our columns of that 
morning, was issued on the 20th June, and 
was communicated to the several Foreign 
Legations at Peking on the 3rd inst. It is 
said to be tho result of tbe deliberations of a 
High Council of State oxpreasly called to 
consider the present political situation, and, 
according to our correspondent, " it is doubt- 
leas intended as a sort of concession to tbe 
feelings and opinions of tho several Foreign 
Ministers who protested last February against 
tbocoumUUnbyChin. .pit* oVung 
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How." Tho statement in the decree that 
Cb'nng How is to "be detained in prison 
until the Marquis Tseng shall have reached 
Russia, and it shall appear how the matters 
at isane may be adjusted, when a farther 
decree in his case will be made known," is no 
donbt a concession to the anti-foreign party, 
and intended, perhaps, at tbo same time to 
act with a certain amount of influonco on 
Russia j but it is difficult to sec how it will 
affect Russia's action in the remotest degroe. 
The decree is as follows : — 

AX IVPXBIAL DKCTtKK. 

Received 25th June, 1880. 
As Ch'ung How. sent M Our Envoy to 
Russia, violated his instructions and ex- 
ceeded his powers, and because the treaty 
made by him contained many stipulations 
which were impracticable, Our High Minis- 
ten of State iu Connoil deliberated upon hi* 
offences and decided that he tdiould be de- 
capitated after the autumn assises as a punish- 
ment befitting his guilt. But now we hear 
from without (outaide the Palace), that this 
matter is discussed and that many are of 
opinion that the punishment of Ch'ung How 
on the part of China reflects upon the dignity 
of Russia. This is very far from being the 
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In rat U. S. CoxsctAB-amfEiuL Coobt. 

Before Gen. T. B. Van Burks, Co»$uUGeiteral, 
Messrs. Hussit and Faulkt, Jck., Attetton. 
Mrm- Bishi Mail Steam Ship Compasy 



design of the Imperial Throne. China has 
been upon a footing of amity with Russia 



upon 

for more than two hundred years, and it is 
assuredly Our desire that this may continue 
to the end of time, and that tho amicable re- 
lations of friendly States may not be des- 
troyed. 

Ch'ung How, in obedience to Our man- 
date, acting as Our Minister, without de- 
liberate and careful negotiations with Russia, 
recklessly govs assent to stipulations whioh 
China cannot fulfil. He has brought bis 
punishment upon himself. The Throne deals 
with him according to the statutes, and main- 
tains that in thus acting the laws of China 
deal with a Minister of China and that Russia 
is not affected in any way. But We fear 
thai as the report of Our action must travel 
to a great distance, and be transmitted from 
on* to anotbor, the real motives which have 
prompted the oondnot of China in this busi- 
ness may not lie perfectly understood, that 
aversion and distrust may spring from a 
misapprehension of Our motives, and that 
friendly relations will be unavoidably inter- 
fered with. 

We, therefore.acting outside of the statutes, 
and as a special mark of grace, remit tem- 
porarily the sentence of decapitation after the 
autumn assises passed upon Ch'ung How. 
Let him, however, be detained in prison until 
tbe Marquis Tsdng shall reach Russia, and 
it shall appear how the matters at issue may 
be adjusted, when a further decree in his case 
will be made known. 

Let the Marquis Tseng, upon receipt of this 
decree, inform the Government of Russia 
that the sentence of decapitation passed upon 
Ch'ung How has been temporarily remitted, 
and let him state that in this act is to 1 e 
seen an evidence of the friendly sentiments 
of China towards Russia. 

In tho treaty stipnlstions which ho must 
negotiate, let him deal with the business and 
reach a satisfactory solution in accordance 
with Our will as already expressed to bin*. 

Respect this. 



Hakodate seemingly is fast becoming quite su 
important summer naval statiou. Oo the 88th 
of Let month there were one Russian, three 
French and two English men-of-war in port ; 
and several more warships of various national- 



PACinc Mail Stiam Skip Company. 
TWoy, /«Zy SOtA, 1880. 

This was a claim for $5,000 with interest 
at the rate of 10 per cent, annually from 14th 
January. 1877, until paid, money alleged to 
be duo for carrying the United States mails 
from Shanghai to Yokohama in the steam- 
ship Nevida in January, 1877. 

Mr. Kirkwood appeared for plaintiffs. 

Mr. Hill for defendant;. 

The defendants in tneir answer to the 
petition demanded that the suit bo dism.ssed 
and tho plaintiffs ordered to pay 8300 
costs. They ploadod that the carrying of 
tho U. S. mail by the Nevadi in January, 
1877 from Shanghai to Yokohama was part 
of an agreement made between them and 
the plaintiffs on tho ICth October, 1875, 
whou tho defendants, who were under con- 
tract, with the U. S. govornment to carry the 
U. S. mails from China to San Francisco, 
sold the Nevada to tho plaintiffs with the 
proviso that tho carriage of tho D. S. mails 
between Shanghai and Yokohama ghonld be 
performed by tho plaintiffs. 

Mr. Kirkwood opened his case. He said 
tluvt. on the 16th October, 1875 tho M. B. 
S. S. Co. and P. M. S. S. Co. entered into 
an agreement, by which the latter hired to 
the former the steamship Nevada for 15 
months from 1st October. 1875, to carry the 
U. S. tnuiU between Yokohama and Shang- 
hai. The disputo that has arisen is briefly 
this, that about the expiration of tho 15 
months, which ended on the 1st January, 
1877, the P. M. S. S. Co. called on the M. B. 
S. S. Co. to carry an additional D. S. mail 
on the 14th January, 1877, wliioh the M. B. 
S. S. Co. refused. On the 23rd December, 
1876, Mr. Poster director of the P. M. S. S. 
Co. wrote to the M. B. 8. S. Co. intimat- 1 
ing this interpretation of the charter party. | 
On the 25 th December Mr. Ness wrote j 
iu reply on behalf of the M. B. S. S. Co. \ 
that the latter would bo willing to convoy t 
tbe mail as desired by the Nevada against a 
compensation of $5,000. Mr. Foster wrote | 
back on tho same day that no compensation 
was due, whilo Mr. Ness in a letter of tbe 
20th December maintained his former posi- 
tion. On the next day Mr. Foster wrote 
that the M. B. S. S. Co. was aooording to the 
charter party bound to carry the mail from 
Shanghai to Yokohama in January 1877. 
The Nevada carried that mail, reserving its 
right to compensation. Tbe charter party 
provides that all disputes shall be settled 
by arbitration of the Jndge of H. B. M.'s 
Court of Japan, and tho M. B. S. S. Co. 
took in the spring of 1877 stops to 
bring tho question under arbitration, but 
the P. M. S. S. Co. intimated that thev 
refused to submit to arbitration, and tbe M. 
B. S. S. Co. have now therefore brought 
snit in this court. The defendant in t 



15 months, and tbe plaintiffs have no oogni. 

tance of the contract between tbe U. 8. . 
Government and the plaintiffs. — Tbe charter 
party biuds the M. B. S. S. Co. to do cer- 
tain things during 15 months, from tbe lit 
October 1875 to 1st January 1877 ; the ohor- 
ter-moncy is included in a lump sum of 
$750,000 paid by the M. B. S. S. Co. for two 
steamers. What the M. B. S. S. Co. un- 
dertook was to carry the U. 8. mail onoe 
a month from Yokohama to Shang- 
hai and intermediate ports and onoe 
a month from Shanghai to Yokohama 
and intermediate porta. Tbe Nevada carried 
these 30 mails ; it was when the 29th mail 
had boon carried, that the correspondence 
took place betweeu the M. B. S. S. Co. and 
Mr. Foster on behalf of tho P. M. S. S. Co. 
It carried in fact a 31st mail in January 
1877, which was outside it charter party 
and for which it had reserved its right 
to compensation. Tbe charter party stipu- 
lates that in esse the Nevada should be 
lost dnring the fifteen months, the M. B. 
S. S. Co. shall supply another steamer to 
do the mail service until expiration of the 
charter-party. The charter-party further 
provides that after the expiration of the 15 
months tbe P. M. S. S. Co. shall on demand 
transfer to the M. B. S. S. Co. the right of 
proprietorship in tbe steamer Nevada, -tho 
purchase-money having already been provid- 
ed for. — The plaintiffs claim $5000 for the 
service rendered in carrying tbe mails in 
January, 1877 and also interest on that 
money from the time when thoy consider it 
became dne. Thoy stipulated for that amount 
in a letter written to tho P. M. S. S. Co. 
when they wore requested to perform that 
service, and he contended that by sending 
tho mails by the Nevada tho P. M. S. 8. Co. 
submitted to that price, if their own pie* 
that tho M. B. S. S. Co. was bound to < 
tho mail should break down. 

His Honour observed that the $5,000 must 
as in all cases of damages bo proved by the 
claimants, and that tho defendants could by 
no moans be said to have submitted to the 
price demanded by tbo M. B. 8. 8. Co. in 
Dcoember 1R75. 

Mr. Kirkwood continued and said that the 
P. M. S. S. Co. in virtue of Act of Congress 
receive $500,000 from tbe U. S. government 
for carrying the mails from Shanghai to San 
Francisco ; tho voyage from Shanghai to Yo- 
kohama is about one fourth of the whole trip, 
and $5,000 would about cover what falls on 
one single voyage. Besides, the Nevada was 
in order to carry the mails detained four 
days in Shanghai, and he should call wi tne ss to 
prove that the demurrage for a ship like 
Nevada in the port of Shanghai is 
$500 a day. 

He now called as witness 
Mr. William Bramsen, who t 



answer to the petition have pleaded that they 
are under contract with the D. S. Govern- 
ment to carry the mails between Yokohama 
and Shanghai for ten years; bat 



and penalties of perjury affirm*! that he would 
speak tbe tenth. Witness said : I am the 
senior foreign employe in the office of the 
Mitsu Bishi Co.; I have been there since 
February 1875. Between 1st October, 1875, 



•uarv IcVo. Hotwoon 
1st January, 1877 the 
ied 15 U. S. mails 
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to Yokohama and 15 
Shanghai, the last of whioh was 
livered until in the coram* 
of January, 1877. ( List handed). 
This is an extract of tho Nevada'* log show- 
ing her dotes of sailing with the U. 8. mails 
from Shanghai and Yokohama during the 
poriod referred to. Tho extract was mode 
by myself. (Extract read). The mail from 
San Francisco usually arrived lure once a 
h, during the Utter weehof toe ^tb, 
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aa it generally li ft San Francisco on the let 

pf tho month. Tlin mail l«ft Shanghai o»eo 
■ month, about, tlie middle of the month, on 
tho umn day ns the steamm- left Hongkong. 
If the KevatLi had beni ontirrly andor oar own 
control we should linvo despatched lior on the 
10th January, 1^77, but now we had to keep 
her until the 14th; we were obliged to bring 
the U.S. mail here within 48 hours before the 
dopartnre of the steamer for San Frnncisco, 
and as the D. S. mnil wan advertised to leave 
for Snn Francisco on tlio 24th January 1877, 
wo had to bring thii Nevad-i here about the 
22nd. It was in consequence of our corres- 
pondence with tho P. M. S. S. Co. that we 
had to keep tho Netada in Shanghai for 
4 days, that i<t if wo intended to carry that 
mail at all. Our regular day for dispatch- 
ing a steamer from Shanghai was uvery 
Wednesday: in consequence of delaying 
the Nevada until Sunday tlio 14th, the next 
steamer sailed on tho regular day, on tho 
17th, hardly throe days nfterwards. The 
detention of the Nevada in Shanghai for 
four days necessarily caused the M. D. S. S. 
Co. a loss in freight. I consider 8500 a day 
a fair demurrsgo Jor Arr<«f«. 1 should 
think $4,000 to $,">,000 a proper compensa- 
tion for carrying tlio mails irrespective of the 
detention. 

Adjourned until 1.30 p.m. 
The court resumrd its sUting nt 1.30 p.m. 
Mr. Bramson in cross-examination by Mr. 
Hill said: — I nm familiar with the greater 
part of the transactions implied in the trans- 
fer of steamers from the P. M. S. S. Co. to 
tho M. I). S. S. Co. It was a mistake when 
I in my chief examination stated that the 
Shanghai steamer was to he here 48 hours 
previous to tho departuro of the steamer for 
San Francisco ; 1 should have said that tho 
steamers carrying through cargo or through 
passengers for San Francisco were to be hero 
48 hours previous to the departure of the San 
Francisco steamer. I was not present at any of 
the conferences between the representatives 
of the two steamer companies, I am no 
expert as to the value of a trip carrying 
mails from Shanghai to Yokohama. I con- 
aider it impossible to give an exact estimate 
of the value of such a trip. The Mitsu Bishi 
Co. is a mail steam ship company ; I am 
familiar with tho amount received by the 
company for carrying the mails. There is 
no special payment now for carrying the 
■ails from Shanghai to Yokohama. When 
I said that the Nevada had made 30 trips 
between Yokohama and Shanghai during 
the 15 months I meant thereby to convoy 
that sbe had done so in completion of the 
charter read here in the court. Tho contract, 
that contains that charter, is signed the 16th 
October 1875. On that day I believe the 
Nevada was on her way from Shanghai, 
f Referring to log) : She left Shanghai on 
. 7th October, 1875 and arrived in Yoko- 
on tho 13th October. Consequently 
'evada was in Yokohama on the 16th 
tho contract was signed. I 
i to the opinion that tho Nevada 
, 15 round trips under the cbar- 
Wben tho Nevada was detained in 
ai in January, 1877, it was I who sent 
detaining her. Before the 1st 
y, 1877, that is during the time of the 
charter, there would have been nothing extra- 
ordinary in the detention. I cannot say what 
Company's llag the Nevada did fly when 
sho left Shanghai tho 7tli October 1875. I 
i it was the Pacific Mail Company's, 
if', and I sn|- >osc she flew the same flag 
she arrived, in Yokohama. But that 
flag must have been hauled down and the 



Mitsu Bishi Company's flag substituted im- 
mediately after tbe signing of the contract 
li*)th October 1875. (Reforring to log). 
There is no log kept from tho 13th October 
to tho 21st October 1875. On the Inst 
named day I ehonld think the Nevada was 
under the Mitsu Bishi flag. — With regard 
to the detentions of the ■ Nrcada previous to J 
January 1877, I can only say. that changes 
in tho sailing day nre always pro- ! 
judicial, but I cannot here state particular I 
losses at any particular occasion. — The 27th I 
January 1877 was advertised by tho P. M. 
S S. Co. as the sailing day of the steamer 
for Sun Frnncisco. — 1 saw several drafts of 
the contract finally signed on the 16th Octo- 
ber. Several modifications were successively 
introduced. 

Mr. Kirk wood objected, that a written con- 
tract ought not to be variod by oral evidence. 

Mr. Hill explained that it was not his in- 
tention to vary the contract, but to explain 
its meaning. 

Mr. Bramaen continued : I don't think I 
have the right to answor any questions with 
regard to these various proposals and modi- 
fications. 



the Nevada 
still 



• Thvreday, July 21nd, 1880. 

Mr. Hill for the defendants addressed the 
court. He said that it must be admitted that 
the contract of 16th October, 1875 is obscure, 
means and the present litigation is probably by 
no tho last caused by it. But anyhow it is not 
a charter. It is a contract of snlo of two 
steamers against a certain Bum of money and 
the performance of certain services. Tho 
clauao which provides th,\t in cane of tho Nevada 
being lost the Mitsu Bishi Steam Ship Com- 
pany should furnish another ship to perform 
the service proves sufficiently that it is no 
charter. The term for which tho Nevadi 
was to be engaged in that service, and after 
which the final transfer of the ship to tho 
M. B. S. S. Co. was to take place, was 15 
mouths, not from the 1st October, 1875, for 
the Pacific Mail Company carried tbo first 
I mail from Shanghai in October 1875, and tho 
contract was not signed until the 16th Octo- 
ber, 1875. In the original draft of contract 
" the 1st October " was not mentioned, but 
at tho suggestion of one of tho parties that 
it would bo proper to mention a dato, that 
date was carelessly put in, just as carelessly 
as in anothor place the .word " charter. 
Mr. Bramsen'a evidenco has proved that the 
Nevada was under the Pacific Mail Company's 
flag until tho 18th October, and from that 
date only can tho 15 months be computed, 
in which case the voyage from Shanghai in 
January 1877, for which the plaintiffs claim 
compensation, falls within tbo stipulated 15 
months. Ho intended to examine Mr. Bram- 
son with regard to tho modifications succes- 
sively introduced into tho drafts of the con- 
tract that was finally signed on tho ltith 
October 

Mr. Kirkwood replied and maintained the 
interpretation of the contrai 
in his opening address. Claui 
tract stipulates that at any time after the 
1st January, 1877. the Mitsu Bishi Company 
could demand the final transfer of tlio Nevada, 
which proves that no service wax to ho de- 
manded from her by the Paoific Mail Com- 
pany after the 1st January, 1877. The 
learned counsel then proceeded to quote at 
considerable length several authorities on 
sevoral questions. 

Tho President of the Conrt observed, that 
that was all clear as daylight ; bat it appeared 
to him, that the question was whether clause 



3 in the contract does not contain two con- 
tending elomonts : on tho one hand it stipu- 
lates for running the mail during 15 months, 
on the other hand it refers to tho contract, 
by which the Pacific Mail Co. has bound it- 
self to carry mails for tho United States 
government. The contract is most assuredly 
a most remarkable document : language seems 
by the learned lawyer, who drew up that 
contract, to havo been omployod for the pur- 
pose which Talleyrand said was tbe purpose- 
of all language. It is known that he was 
paid by both parties. There can scarcely be 
any doubt, that both partios were under the 
wrong impression, that tho Pacific Mail 
Company's contract with tbe United States 
ended with the year 1876. 

Mr. Kirkwood protested that his clients 
nover saw tho contract between the P. M. S. 
S. Co. and tho U. S. government. 

His Honour replied, that it was a most re- 
markable circumstance with this contract, 
that nobody over saw anything connected 
with it ; tho contract with the U. S. govern- 
ment is repeatedly expressly mentioned in 
the contract, which is signed by tbe Mitsu 
Bishi Steam Ship Co., and the M. B. S. S. 
Co. must bo presumed to know what it was 
about when it signed tho contract. — The 
contract of tho 16th October 1875, says that 
the P. M. S. S. Co. " hires " to the M. B. S. 
S. Co. tho steamship Nevada, to carry the 
U. S. mails between Shanghai and Yoko- 
There is no meaning in that phrase : 



put forward 
4 of tbe 



if anything it was the M. B. S. 8. Co. that 
ohartered tbe Nevada to the P. M. S. S. Co. ; 
but then again in order to be able to charter 
a ship, you must bo owner of that ship, and 
the M B S S. Co. was not the owner on tho 
16th October 1875. Tho contract is decided- 
ly a curious document.-Tho first mail , 
this contract was carried on the 2nd No 
bor 1875, that is, tho mail from 
Shanghai under Mitsu Bishi Co. 'a flag; how 
can it then he contended that the contract 
took its commencement on the lit ( 
and that tbe 15 months had 
the 31st Dooember 1876? The 
carried from Shanghai to Yokohama in the 
commencement of October 1875 by the Paci- 
fic Mail Co., not by tbe Mitsu Bisbi Co. 

Mr. Hill : — Moreover, the contract pro- 
vides that during the 15 months all the ex- 
penses of tho Nevada, officers, crew, 4c. are 
to be paid by the .Mitsu Bishi Co. ; but the 
expenses of the first trip in October 1875 
from Shanghai to Yokohama were defrayed 
by tho Pacifio Mail Co., under whose flag 
that trip was performed. Consequently the 
Mitsu Bishi Co. had not on tbe 31st Decem- 
ber 1876 paid tho expenses of 15 round trips 
between Shanghai and Yokohama ; it had to 
pay for ono more, and that is, the one per- 
formed in January 1877, for which neverthe- 
less tho Mitsu Bishi Co. now demands com- 
pensation from tho defendants. 

The President of the Court said that under 
these circumstances be should not refuse to 
receive evidence with regard to the moaning 
and intent of the parties when thej entered 
upon tho agreemout of October 1875, and 
read the following 

Intkkxocctort DgClSIOS. 

It was impossible for tbe contract Or condi- 
dition of sale set up in the 3rd clause of the 
contract of sale in evidence to commence run- 
ning on the 1st October as the vessel was then 
on tho high seas, and tlio first service per- 
formed by the plaintiffs under said condi- 
tions was not performed until tbe 2nd 
November, 1875, and could not hare been 
performed until tbo 21st of October, 1875, 
aadth. term of 15 month, m^ in 



THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 



71 



conditions, if important at all, roast be con- 
sidered to have commenced from the 21st 
October, 1875, the time when the Ner<ida 
wna taken possession of by the plaintiffs. 
The object therefore of the letting of the 
vessel as set forth in clause three referred 
to having apparently been the carrying 
American mails in the manner and at the 
times set forth in a contract then existing 
between the United States Government and 
the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company it is 
proper that said contract be produced in evi- 
penoe and that parol evidence is proper to 
explain the real meaning and intent of the 
parties. 

Mr. Kirkwood took objection to this deci- 
sion, and naked that his objection be taken 
note of. 

Mr. Hill demanded the contract between 
the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Co., and the 
United States Government. 

Mr. Kirkwood replied that he was not 
bound to produce it. 

The President of the Coart observed that 
it was referred to in Mr. Kirkwood's plead- 
ings. 

Mr. Kirkwood said that he had not pos- 
session of it, nor did his clients possess it. 

Mr. Hill was surprised at that answer, and 
if he had expected it, he should have pro- 
oared a certified copy from the United 
States ; he offered, however, a copy that has 
been for years in tho office of defendants. 

Mr. Bramsen, in reply to questions by 
Mr. Hill, said : — I am not in a position to 
state on what day the Mitsu Bishi flag was 
hoisted on the Nevada. From the date when 
tho Hug was changed, the Mitsu Bishi de- 
frayed the expenses of tho Nevada. (Docu- 
ment called for by Mr. Hill and produced by 
Mr. Kirkwood.) This is the bill of sale of 
the Nevada, dated the 23rd January 1877. I 
am cognizant of the correspondence between 
the parties to this lawsuit previous to tho 
plaintiffs' petition. (Bill of sale read, con- 
taining words to the effect that the M. B. 
Co. having performed its duo voyages the 
•ale of tho Nevada is now executed " without 
any further payment or consideration what- 
soever by the Pacific Mail -S. 8. Co.") 

Mr. Kirkwood observed that theso last 
words were nothing further than a recital of 
a former document, namely the contract of 
16lh October, 1875, in which recital an evi- 
dent mistake had been committed, tho words 
" Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company " having 
been erroneously substituted for " Mitsu 
Bishi Steam Ship Company." 

Mr. Hill denied this interpretation, and 
on the strength of tho document now moved 
for a dismissal of the suit with costs. 

The motion was overruled. 

Mr. Bramsen re-examined by Mr. Kirk- 

0* draft* o? the "oiUrait of October°1875 n 
One I remember distinctly tending to pre- 
vent the P.M.S.S. Co. from running any ad- 
ditional steamer to Hongkong. 1 likewise 
remember having put in the words " with- 
oat any farther consideration" to preclude 
any demand for further payment. I also re- 
momber that the term of 15 months was dis- 
cussed. I was . ot present at any 
between the two parties. 1 was only _ 
at conferences between Mr. Iwasaki aud Mr. 
Kreb*. 

plaintiffs' counsel applied for a 
I to be issued to receive the evii 
of Mr. Ness with regard to tho meaning of 



Monday, July 2«Ja, 1880. 
Mr. Kirkwood for the plaintiffs called as 
witness 

Mr. Irwin, who was sworn and said : — In 
the year 1875 I offered somo Pacifio Mail 
Company's ships to the Mitau Bishi Com- 
pany for sale, besides the Pacific Mail Com- 
pany's property in Shanghai and Kobo. 
Tho Mitsu Bishi Company offered 1300,000 
or thereabout, and that offer was by Mr. 
Center, to whom I communicated it, tele- 
graphed to the head office in Now York. 
The ships, Ac., were finally bonght by the 
Mitsu Bishi Company. The negotiations 
lasted from February or March until October 
1875. At the special conferences one of the 
two brothers Iwasaki, Mr. Center and myself 
wore present. Besides, I had numerous in- 
terviews with both sides. At ono interview, 
when tho final terms of sale were arranged, 
Mr. Ness appeared. The Shanghai pro- 
perty was to bo delivered as soon as possible 
after signing the contract the Kobe property 
likewise. The Nevada was to become the 
practical property of tho Mitsu Bishi Com- 
pany on Monday the 18th Ootober, 1875. I 
myself hoisted the Mitsu Bishi pennant on 
board of her on that morning. On the 1st 
January, 1877, tho Nevada was to bo aotually 
transferred to tho Japanese flag. Mr. Center 
said that the Pacifio Company had a contract 
with tho United States government about 
carrying the United States mails for 10 years 
from 1st January, 1867, to 1st January, 1877, 
and that tho Nevada must therefore remain 
under American flag until the last named 
date and cany the United States mail up till 
that date. Mr. Center promised that the 
Nevada should bo alsolutely the property of 
the Mitau Bishi Company and able to hoist 
the Japanese flag on the 1st January, 1877. 

Mr. Hill here insisted that his contention 
is that the 15 months are not to be computed 
from the 1st October, 1875, and all the oral 
testimony that ought to be permitted is with 
regard to the meaning of tho parties 
when entering into the contract Instead of 
plaintiffs being justified in claiming $500 
demurrage a day for 10 days' detention in 
Shanghai, it is the defendants, who, if his 
learned friend's interpretation of the con- 
tract is oorreot, are entitled to claim $5000 
from the plaintiffs, who ought to have left 
Shanghai with the mail for Yokohama be- 
fore the end of December 187G. 

Examination of Mr. Irwin continued : — 
No definite time was specified daring which 
the Nevada was to carry the mails ; she was 
to carry them until the 31st Dec. 1876, bat 
no term of how many months was aver men- 
tioned. 

Mr. Kirkwood : — Did either Mr. Iwasaki 
Yataro or Mr. Iwasaki Yanoaake accept 
as a term of the agreement the duty of car- 
rying the mail which the Pacifio Mail Co. 
had to carry under its contract with the 
U. S. government, and if so ui 



up to what 
date? 

Mr. Hill objected to this question as im- 
proper and the question was overruled by 
the court. 

Examination of Mr. Irwin continued : I 
nover ahowed the Mitau BisM Company tike 
contract between tho Pacific Mail Company 
and the Unitod States government. Mr. Ness 
received his instructions to draw up the 
contract on the 15th or 16th October, 1875. 
The instructions were given in my presence 
by Mr. Iwaaaki and Mr. Center to Mr. Neat, 
who acted for both parties and was paid by 
both parties. I was acting on behalf of the 
Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company. Mr. Ness 
was told that the Nevada wu sold 



1875. 



about the 



ith the Coeta Rica and some other pro- 
srty, and that Mr. Center wished to protect 
the Pacifio Mail Company in carrying out 
its mail-oontraot with tho United States 
government, which was for 10 years form 1st 
January, 1867, and that tho Nevada therefore 
was to carry tho Amorioan flag until the 31st 
December 1876. According to these instruc- 
tions Mr. Ness was told to draw up the 
contract. 1 don't know why the 1st Ooto- 
ber 1875 is mentioned in the contract; I 
may have an idea. I think I was present at 
all the conferences. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hill :— I was present 
at tho signature of the contract, whioh I think 
took place Sunday night the 17th 
I don't know anything 
itioood by Mr. " 
Mr. Haswell, sworn :— I 
agent for the O. ds 0. Steamship Company. 
I know the Net-ado. I consider $500 a day 
a low limit for tho demurrage of a vessel like 
the Nevada. 

Mr. Kirkwood : — What do you consider a 
fair remuneration for carrying the U.S. mails 
one trip from Shanghai to Yokohama and 
intermediate ports ? 

Mr. Hill objected ; he asked whether tho 
witness was here as an expert. There could 
be no better proof of what the trip is worth 
than what the plaintiffs themselves receive 
from the Imperial Japanese Government, 
which is 2 sen per letter or about $40 per 
trip. The remuneration given to the P. M. 
Co. by the U. S. government is no standard ; 
there is a difference between subsidy and 
freight. 

Objection overruled. 

Examination continued : — I should con- * 
sider the 'Nevada to have been nntitled to a 
fair proportion of the amount paid by tho 
United States government to the Pacifio 
Mail Company, taking into consideration the 
distanoe over which the Nevada carried the 
mails. The distance from Yokohama to 
Shanghai is 1,180 miles. Some mail con- 
tracts have been as high as $30 a mile, others* 
only $5 a mile. Contracts may be made by 
the trip, by the letter or by the mile. $5 a 
milo is generally supposed to be a handsome 
remuneration. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hill : — I consider 
that the Pacific Mail Co. rcoeivo $5 a milo 
so do also some Atlantic lines. Thess are what 
is generally known as subsidised lines. Oar 
S. 8. Co. receives government remuneration, 
for carrying mails, I am not disposed to 
divulge tho Company's business by telling 
the rate. I am not on my own responsibility 
and I think the disclosing of the rate might 
injure oar company's business. I belie v« 
that an American ship in any port in the 
world, when called upon by a United States 
Consular officer to carry tho United States 
mail, is obliged to do so. 

Mr. Kirkwood next called 

Mr. Falcon de Cimier, agent for the Mes- 
sagcries Maritimos Company. 

Mr. Hill objected to any more testimony 
of the same kind as that of the last witness. 

His Honour cautioned Mr. 
if the witness be asked in 
tion what his own company gets, he must 
answer, or his evidenoe will not be reoeived 
at alL 

Mr. Falcon de Cimier made affirmation 
to speak the truth : I am a French oitisen. 
I am not acquainted with the Nevada. I am 
agent for the Moeaagories Maritime* Co. ; 
and have been in the service of that Company 
since 1860. For a ship of 2,143 tons capacity 
a daily demur-ago in port of $500 would not 

t*> niaiMrnratod at all 

fcg )igitized by Go< 
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Mr. Hill objected to asking the witness 
any question what lie considers a fair remu- 
neration for currying the U. S. mails one 
trip from Shanghai to Yokohama in 1877, 
distance 1180 mile.. 

Objection anatainod. 

Examination of Mr. Falcon do Cimior con- 
tin nod :— I ha to been sailing in tlie Co.'s 
sbipt as parser for. the last 2b year*. 1 con- 
sider $2.50 per mile a fair remuneration for 
carrying mails in the east. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hill: — 'Our com- 
pany receives u subsidy from the Frunch gor- 
ernment. I can't say wh it the remuneration, 
outside subsidy, is for postal service. The 
freight is paid by kilogramme. 

Mr. John Rickott, sworn : — I am ajront for 
the P. & O. S. N. Co., and hare bee 
nected with that company since 1654. I 
know tho Nevada, I should say $50') a day 
ia a fair demurrage for a ship of that site. I 
have been over 1 1 years in Japan. I am wol 
aoqaainted with the route to Shanghai ; tin 
distance from Yokohama is in round uumbers 
1,200 mile*. 

The Quettim, what witness considered a 
fair price for carrying tho mnil in Nevada 
one trip from Shanghai to Yokohama in 
1877 was objected to by Mr. Hill on the 
ground that the ovidonce tendered by his 
learned friend is not tho best evidence ob- 
tainable on the question. Tho best evidence 
is manifestly to be derived from eliBting 
contracts, and it so happen.] that the plain- 
tiffs are themselves under such a contract 
with the Imperial Japanese 
on allowed. 
• :— I should toko the 
for carrying mails in the East and 
from them strike an average j whioh I think 
would be about $2.50 per mile. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hill : — I think 
unsubsidised British vessels are paid from 
Hongkong to Yokohama 90.01 per lettor 
and $0.02 per newspaper. Tho distance is 
•boat 1650 miles. I never beard that the 
Hongkong government pay the Paoifio Mail 
Co. $25 a trip for taking the Hongkong 
mail to San Francisco 

Wedneiday, July 2S7A, 1866. 

This was an action for $5,000 with interest 
at the rate of 10 per cent, annually from the 
14th January 1877 and costs, money alleged 
to be due to plaintiffs for having carried the 
U. 8. mails from Shanghai to Yokohama and 
intermediate porta once in January 1877. 

Mr. Kirk wood for plaintiff moved for a 
commission to take the evidence of Mr. Cen- 
ter, now in Now York, and of Mr. Ness, now 
in London, as to the meaning of the oontrnct 
signed on the 16th October, 1875. 

He read affidavit* signed by himself in 
support of both these motions. 

Mr. Hill for defendants opposed both mo- 
tions. He said that according to the 65th 
rule of the Act of Congress regulating 
proceedings the motions should have been 
made earlier. But apart from this formality 
be moat strongly objected to his learned 
friend's request on its own merits. He had 
not made a single question to any witness 
that could justify the other side in assuming 
that snob outside evidence was required to 
prove the meaning of the contract. Every 
circumstance points to the fact that the 
mail service waa the principal object and not 
the time. The evidence of Mr. Irwin has 
moreover reveah d the fact that Mr. Ness 
was only present at the very last 
when ho received his inatrnotionB. 



Mr. Kirkwood replied that it was just with 
regard to theso instructions that he wanted 
tho evidence of Mr. Ness, while he wanted 
Mr. Center's evidence as to what took place 
at the several conferences between the 
parties. He repeated his domand that the 
ordor be issued for n commission, and that 
ho be admitted to file his interrogatories 
with the Court. 

Hi* Honour observed that the evidence 
desired by plaintiffs' counsel appeared to him 
to bo matorial as undoubtedly tho contract 
is open to a donblo construction, the one 
laying the principal stress upon the mail 
making 



service, the 



tho 



the 



material point. Suppose besides both parties 
being ignorant of the time whon the mail 
contract with the United States 
was to cease, and they in 
agreed on a fixed terra to that 
then that term must stand, 
thor the mail contract with the United States 
government bad really expired. Of course 
the character of the interrogatories are liable 
to be discussed before the court, and if tbey 
bo found to contain anything improper that 
may be struck out. The ambiguity is whe- 
ther the parties intended that the Mitsu 
Bishi Company should carry the United 
States mails as long as the contract be- 
tween the Pacific Mail Company and the 
United States government stipulated, — or 
whether it was only intended that tho Mitsu 
Bishi Company Bhonld carry tho mails for 
fifteen months. 

Mr. Hill now renowod his motion for au 
absolute dismissal of this case on the terms of 
the deed of sale, in whioh tho plaintiffs ex- 
pressly relieved the defendant* from all claims 
arising from that salo. 

Mr. Kirkwood replied that a release from an 
indebtedness ought to be under the seal of 
the party who thus releases. But this deod of 
sale is solely under tho seal of tho Pacific 
Mnil S. S. Co., which certainly conld not by I 
its signature and seal release itself from it* | 
debtednesses to the Mitsu Bishi Co. He 
wished to point out to the court that the 
dead of sale contained a recital of the agree- 
ment. 

His Honour acknowledged that it wag n 
recital, and that ho waa in error tho other 
day when giving a contrary opinion. 

Mr. Hill maintained that oven if the in- 
strument contains a recital it also contains 
an insertion of a now clause, and ho wished 
to call Mr. Foster to explain that insertion. 

This the Court refused, and it likewise 
refused Mr. Hill's motion for a dismissal of 
tho case. 

Adjourned until Wednesday, the 25th 
August, at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, July 21rf, 1830. 
E. H. Housk vt. Wm. L. Clim. 
This was a claim for $880.38 with interest 
and costs amounting to $150, money alleged 
to bo due from defendant in sottloment of 
account. 

Mr. Hill appeared for plaintiff, defendant 
appeared in person. 

Cross-examination of Mr. House by Mr. 
Clark continued : — I think it very possible 
that my private postage-account, ontside the 
Tokio Timet, may for one quarter have 
amounted to $200 ; but I can't remember 
any special quarter. Anyhow, it has not 
been so much since the establishment of the 
Tokio Timet. I am aware that the postage 
of the Tokio Timet during the first half year 
1877 did not exceed 6 yen a week. (Mr. 



Clark handed in two bills from the Japanese 
post offico against E. H. House for the two 
first qnnrters of 1877 the first of thom 
amounting to 115 yen.) 

These bills probably represent partly 
charges for Tokio Timet, partly my private 
postage charges. I don't know who paid 
these bill*. — Krora tho 1st January to the 
1st Mav 1877 tho Tokio Timet was printed 
at tho Gazette, office. I think the agreement 
with the Gazette was that they should print 
a maximum of 500 copies. That maximum 
was certainty printod at first, but how long 
it continued so I ean't say. My memory 
is generally a good one. In May, 1877 
Meiklojohn commenced printing tho Tokio 
Timet. I had the same agreement as to num- 
ber of copies with him as with the Gazette; 
but I think he 




by printing about 
I can't 



the i 
when 

postal raUja came into force. At that l 
I liave stated that I increased my < 
up to 350 copies : between May, 1877 and 
the new postal arrangemont the circulation 
had been considerably decreased. I am in- 
clined to think that the new postal rates came 
into force in 1878. Of those 358 copies 175 
to 200 were sent to Europe ; The postage 
undor the reduced tariff was 2 sen per num- 
ber. About 100 copies were seut to the United 
States ; the postage was 1 sen per number. 
For China and Japan were mailed from 75 to 
100 copies. For somo of these the postage was 
i sen, for somo 1 sen. The i son onoa were 
those used in Yokohama. My momory is 
very had as to flgureB, and I am not certain 
aniens referring to memoranda. I believe 
thero were usually from 25 to 50 copies re- 
maining in tho office.— I don't think Meikle- 
john ever printod the maximum of 500 
copies ; I don't think thore were over 400 
copies printod. In a certain month in 18781 
increased my publication by about 200 copies. 
I can't say whether it was in May or June 
1878. — Before tho reduction took place in 
tho rate of postage, I believo the rate to 
United States was 4 aen per copy and to 
Great Britain 4 sen ; I may for a mouth or 6 
weeks before the reduction took place have 
sent the same number of copies abroad as 
1 did after the reduction. I can't romomber 
whether it was for 3 months previously. — 
Prior to 1st September, 1877, the folding 
wrapping, stamping and mailiog of the Toku> 
'I'imet waa done under thogenoral supervision 
of Mr. J. W. Hall. I am not aware that 
there was sny servant of mine in the office 
performing that labour from the time I 
engaged you and until tho end of the year 
1877. Nor did 1 in 1878 engage any person 
for that work. Tho translator was exclusive- 
ly engaged for translating. His engagement 
was verbal. The wrapping and mailing I 
considered to bo your duty ; I have seen you 
occupied in wrapping, the mailing proper 
was always done after I bad left the office. — 
With regard to the property purchased hore 
by me, the only service you performed for 
me was to examine tho record of 
in the British consulate, 
did so before or after the 
was paid, I can't say. I distinctly deny tba't 
the purchaso was made in consequence of a 
report made by you. Yon made a report to 
me covering many subjects whioh I never 
asked you to report upon. In fact I never 
asked you for a report. 

Mr. Clark asked Mr. House to produoe the 
report, but Mr. House had it no mora in bis 
possession. 

Cross-examination continued i — Your Japn- 
y ma after ha bad bean 
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charged by you and asked me to procure him 
ftn employment. It then came ont that he 
had been in the habit of receiving from 
yoa less in salary than what you had 
charged mo aa my half share of 
bis salary. — After I had discontinued 
exchanging copies with the Qaiette, 1 con- 
tinued to procure the evening edition of the 
through subscription by one of my 
's. — i asked you verbally whether 
I charged me with the $100 extra, 
whioh yon had asked my permission to charge, 
a permission which I never gave. You said 
yon had. I than closod the Yokohama office 
as speedily as I could. I had in fact previously 
determined to do so and mentioned it to yon, 
but your action hastened the execution. I now 
notified you that everything was to be closed 
»t the end of October, 1877. I think that 
notice was given you in September. It. was 
in the same month that I had ascertained that 
you had made the charge of $M) without 
my permission. (Cash-book produced.) The 
charge is entered in this book in the month 
of September, and if my knowledge of tho 
charge had boon derived from that book I 
should not have been able to give you notice 
in September ; but the fact is that I never 
saw that book while you were iu my employ 



to that offect. (Letter dated the '23rd De- 
cember, 1877, from Mr. Honse to witness 
produced and read, in which House consents' 
to pay witness $25 monthly on condition that ; 
ho besides the translations from Japanese ] 
takes charge of tho mailing of the paper on 
Friday night) I performed these duties 
accordingly from January to the end of July 
1878. Surplus Papers sometimes remained 
every week, sometimes none ; when any re- 
mained, it was usually from 10 to l.V 

Cross-examined by* Mr. Hill :— The reason 
why I left Mr. House in August IR78 was 
that I got a letter that my father was vcrv 
sick in the interior. I asked Mr. House s 
leave to go and see my father, which he 
gave me. 1 did not return until December 
the same year I got a letter from Mr. Clark- 
asking roe to return, but I replied that 1 
could not come at that time. When finally 
I returned in December, I went to see Mr. 
House in Tokio, and he told me that bo had 
engaged another JapancMS as translator. I 
did not bring the copies of tho Tokio Tim** 
to the post-office myself ; that was done by 
Mr. Clark's servant. 

John Mciklojohn, Bworn :— I am a printer 
carrying on business nt No. 16. 1 commenced 
printing the Tokio Time* in 1877, I think in 
latter part of March, and continued 



— Yoa are entitled to 5 per cent, commission the 

on all monies collected, due from yonr manage- until tho end of June last. My agreement 

ment of the Tokio Time*; you have already was to print a tnaximnm of 500 copies, 

been notified that $236.50 have been collect- I don't remember ever to have printed 

ed sinoe yon left ; further have been received the full maximum. I don't remember 

$78.00 from the U. S. Legation and $12 how many copies I printed at tho com- 

from Baron Seckendorff, besides $5 on some mencement. Nor can I tell even approxi- 

othor bill. No settlement has ever been mately bow many copies I printed at the 

made with the " Central Hotel." When end of October 1879. I did not buy the 

that Hotel's account was opened, it was paper. My books show that in May 1878 

agreed that there should bo an off-set my charge against the Tokio Time* was $160, 

with chits. It is hard for me now to tell to wit $40 every week for printing and proof 

what chits I had in the " Central Hotel " reading. In Juno there are 5 weeks, each 

when tho Hotel was burned. I have not pre- at $40, besides a charge of $14.12 for 115 

sented the bill of Mr. McCarthy and do not wrappers. In July thoro is also a charge of 

intend to do so. Aa to your entry of $1,060 $10.25 for 80 wrappers. Previous to June 

agjuost the Okurasho, I never in any way 1878 tho last charge for wrappers was in 

directed yon to make a memorandum against January 1878, to wit for 44 wrappers. Sub- 

tbe Finance Department of that charge, sequent ly to July 1878 1 find a charge in 

The papers for which yon have mado that December 1878 for 168 wrappers. I can't 

charge were by my direction sent free. say whether I in Sept. 1877 printed ss many 
Cross-examination of plaintiff by defendant 



continued : I never intended to allow any 
expenditure in my office without my authori- 
zation. I was asked with regard to tho 
expenditure for fuel, and I allowed it. I also 
authorized the payment for a book-case. I 
receivod postage stamps, envelopes and post- 
cards from No 16. The amount I cannot 
tell ; my impression is that it was about 16 
yen. I can't say whether any of those 
stamps were Hongkong stamps. — When you 
left my office, all the books were sent to me, 
I presume by you. 

He -examined by Mr. Hill: — The total 
amount charged to me for postage from 
April, 1878 to 31st October, 1879 is $743.03. 

Mr. Hill .—A cash balanco of $104.00 I 
believe is admitted by Mr. Clark. I wish 
later to examine Mr Clnrk upon the report, 
handed by him to Mr. House with regard to 
the property the latter wished to purchase. 
Mr. Clark called as witness 
Y. Watanabe, who said : — I was employed 
by Mr. House at No. 10 from the 5th 
January 1878, nntil (he 2nd August 1878, 
when I asked learo to go into the country. 

ploy from the 



as oi 
mate 



) copies. I cannot give the approxi- 
n umber of copies printed daring any 
reek from 1st Jannary 1878 to 31st 



Jctoher, 1879. I think I havo printed extras i follows: 
for the Tokio Time*. I find in September 
1878 a charge run 



of conrae it wonld make a difference in the 
labour of my servant who would then be 
worth more. At the same time it was men- 
tioned that Watanabe was coming to tho 
office to attend to tho wrapping, etc, of tho 
newspapers. (Note from Mr. House produced 
and rend, that he had discharged his servant.) 
I rcreived in the second week of December 
a letter from Mr. Houso asking me to keep a 
wntchfaleye on his servant whom he suspected 
and whom be intended to dismiss at the end 
of tho roar. (Letter produced and read.) 
Up till that time Mr. House's servant had ox- 
elusivelv attended to the mailing; the posUge- 
smmps were brought woeklv from Mr. House's 
residence at No. 67. I complied with Mr. 
House's request and looked after his servant 
during the remainder of 1877. In January 
1878, Mr. Watanabe entered the office and 
from that time until he left in August the 
same year ho attended to all the work con- 
nected with the mailing nf the nowspapcr. 
1 furnished him with stamps as he called 
for them. In folding, wrapping and stamp- 
ing he was assisted by my servant It was 
no paf t of my contract that I should do any 
of that work. Mr. House removed to Tokio 
in Febrnary 1878. From that time nntil 
31st October 1879 I bought and paid for the 
stumps used in the office. Besides those for 
the paper I supplied the printer with stamps 
for his own and Mr. Cole'a correspondence 
with Mr. House, likewiso Mr. Watanabe for 
his correspondence. The bill of the post ofiico 
for tho first two quarters 1878 did not sgrco 
with my memorandum, and I found in the 
first quarter's bill a charge for envelopes 
and stamps furnished Mr. House to tho 
amount of about $4. This post-office sc- 
connt was loft in my office when I quitted. 
There was an extra paper issued in Septem- 
ber 18/8 and may be one later. The amount 
charged by the post office from 1st January 
1878 to 31st October 1**79 was $743.56. In 
September 1877 the circulation was 300 
copies, in November it was decreased by 
25, in May and June 1878 it was increased 
by 200. 1 don't estimate that there were 
ever sent 175 or 200 copies to Europe. I 
produce a memorandum which I believe 
contains a correct statement of the mailed 
circulation of the paper between 1st Janasty 
1878 and 31st October 1879. Paper read as 



made for 175 copies of 8 pages < 
I printed wrappers, I printed * li0 c „ 



To Enrov* — 

M cnp»o Sir II Rkl 1 ."Ml 



I had been in Mr. House 
commencement nf the establishment of th 
Tokio Time*. When I wont to No. 16 my 
duties were increased : I was charged be- 
sides translations with the mailing of the 



extra. When 
15 of each address. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hill : — The noin- 
ber of the copies used to vary by directions 
either from Mr. House or from Mr. Clark. 
Sometimes tho issue was increased by 25, 
sometimes decreased by 25 copies. 

Re-examined by Mr. Clark : — Those chan- 
ges were not only previous to January 1878, 
bat went ou all the time. 



Friday, July 2:M, 1830. 

Defendant sworn : Prior to entering into 
this contract I bad many interviews with tho 
plaintiff. Concerning the mailing of the 
paper after it came from the printer, the 
plaintiff stated that his servant would attend 
to that. Cn my enquiring who was to attend 
to the office, it was decided that this should 
be done by my servant and that 1 should 
charge for his services 82,50 per month. 



copies 

►■ 

IMH 
prlft 
<i> »s ks 
To AsitrtM— 

IIS) ropie* 
To Am«rV* — 

ICO crc4r* 
Til llntlthoiir— 

* eopir* 
To Stiuflui, de- 
ll . 



«.JD0fej»M« MOO 
Mil 

Mwo <«, > «m I4I*> 

71." (.., 3 crllU ,U»J 

(S: * k« K.0S 

::3C & 1 wn ».* • 

<si In »sw 

JJixi & 1 sn ll.oo 

rtn 1ISM flS.M 

I 7.7. 



. 21 

■ Si- 



ll topiM for *» 
To Totan »»4 Km — 

Ifo ropk* hi Si 
To reioliattM— 



J.B I* IITrloOct.J'.M 1870. *> irwkt, i 
per mi 

The postage is put partly in yen and part- 
ly in dollars, because the foreign post sue was 
paid in dollars. Up till the 12th April 1879, 
i.e. 67 weeks, the postage for the 'Trkio Time* 
and higher rate ; 
change in the postage-rate 
>r the remaining 28 wetks 



The plnintiffs servant did his work until was paid under tho formet 
the end of December, 1877. In the caryl at that time the 
part of December Mr. House informed 1 took place and 
newspaper. This charge was conferred upon [ me verbally of his intention to diachat go 1 postage was paid according to the present 
»• by writing. I produce Mr, House's htter I bis servant, and I moutiooed to him thst 1 rate- As to the cbargo of $42 it has for 
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general office-expenses, And the bill was 
banded to Mr. House with tny first re-port. I 
have got no copy of it, but I remomber ft 
few items as a humboo screen, new paper on 
the walls, two door mats, new press- copy- 
book, painting the wood-work in the office, 
and bnmboo-hlinds for two windows with 
other small items. — Oil the leaving of Mr. 
Watanabe in August 1878, which I thought 
merely temporary, Mr. House wrote to me 
stating that lie would send somebody to at- 
tend to the mailing of the newspaper. I 
thought it unnecessary to engage a new 
hand as I could with assistance of my own 
servant get on for a few weeks. Mr. Wftta- 1 
nabe wrote mc that his father had died and 
he did not return until December, and then 
Mr. House had got another translator. I con- 
tinued for a wbolo year to take care of ttie 
mailing work Watanabe had hitherto done; 
in August 1870, I called Mr. House's atten- 
tion to it in writing. He replied that he 
would speak about it on the following Fri- 
day. That Friday would have been the 
22nd Augnet; nothing however was said until 
the 10th October, when he enquired from 
me whether the account for September, hand- 
ed in by me a few days previously, contained 
the charge for $100 extra, of which 1 had 
Bpoken to him. I said it did, and ho loft 
without saying auything further. On Sep- 
tember 12th, 1*79, Mr. House mentioned to 
me that lie intended moving the office to 
Tokio, but that he bad not yet decided upon 
the date. I did not understand his enquiry 
in a note " when it would be conveuiout to 
me to close tho office ?" to refer in any way 
to my contract, or my reply wonld have been 
different. (Press-copy of letter dated tho 
4th November, 1879 produced and read ; 
" Will you please tell mo in what way you 
wish to utilise my services for the balance of 
the quarter during which you retain them ? 
Do you prefer that I come to Tokio and 



write up the book from yonr memorandum 
or shall it be done here ?") 



that letter was 
vember, and i 
31st October 



vember, and my offer of 
dooli 



The receipt of 
6th No- 
fter the 

ned with thanks. I per- 
for which tho $100 
imes remained 
in the office on account of mailing the papers 
the whole Friday night. 1 consider the 
charge of $100 a year as a very low charge. 
When I conversed with Mr. Houao about bis 
servant leaving and my aorvant in conse- 
quence having more work to perform, it was 
X I should have a right to charge 



His Honour : — But why should you charge 
more when you did not pay your 
more t 

Defendant : — The servant was mine and 1 
hired him out to tho Tokio Timet. — As for 
the commission charged by mo they arc cor- 
rect with exception that I have omitted to 
charge 5 per cent, commission upon collect- 
ing a mortgnge-delt through J. W. Hall. 
Tho amount collected by mo and paid over 
without any deduction of commission 
$759.10, on which 5 per cent, commit 
$37.97. — In October 1877, there was an 
amount of $12.57 collected for tho Tokio 
Timtt and of $107 for Mr. House: on both 
these amounts commission is charged, be- 
cause they sre not covered by my contract 
with Mr. House. — The work for my servant 
was from the 1st January, 1878, much en- 
. banoed by the assistance rendered by him 
to Watanabe and myself. During twenty-six 
months I have charged Tokio Timet on ac- 
count of my servant $114. or $4.24 per 
ffiOQ&h| wjxic.il }B a, TOjry PBcdfirajbs, Qba^r^ro^wl 



now pnt in a press copy of my report on lot 
Nr. 44 as called for by tho other party. (Or- 
dered to produce copy). Several conversa- 
tions took place and letters were exchanged 
between Mr. Houso and myself concerning 
the property, f suggested to Mr. House the 
necessity of looking well after the title, as 1 
had heard something about Mr. SchuoH's 
title to his landed property. Ho asked 
whether it would bo nccesssary to employ a 
lawyor, and I told him that I would do ftll that 
was requisite for $22. (Letters and papers 
from Mr. House, four in number, and oue 
enclosure produoed and read. Letter dated 
2nd February 187!) rend, in which defendant 
is asked to do the lawyer's business in the 
matter of tho sale; letter of 4th and 5th 
February, 1879 in which the price of $3,750 
was roferred to and also defendant's assis- 
tance in examining title deeds.) The property 
was bought. — Mr. Houso did not give special 
authorization beforehand to every office-ex- 
pense : the bonk case was bought at anction 
and Mr. House expressed subsequently his 
satisfaction. — The Gatette Hong List was 
bought for the offico and used in the office 
by House, myself and tho printer. — The 
item of $3.00 in March to the GatetU was 
$2.00 for advertising and $1.00 for two 
mail-summaries bought at House's request. — 
The charge of $2.00 for watering tho street 
during 4 months ia probably a clerical error 
in Blend of 2 yen.— 'I bavo already admitted 
a cash balance of $104 in my hands on the 
31st Ostober, 1879. — Thoro are six charges 
n the statement of plaintiff, aggregating al- 
together $232, whioh were unkcowu to me 
until the statement was shown to me by Mr. 
Hill in May 1879. — I have charged no com- 
pensation since the end of September 1879 : 
I claim for the last quarter of 1879 $62.50 
besides commission, as I had never received 
any notice of cessation of my contract and 
had commenoed services on that quarter. I 
further claim $62.50 in lieu of one quarter's 
notice. I claim my commission, $37.97 on the 
collection of tho abovementioned mortgage 
bond for $759.50 ; further $6.21 commission 
on collections in October 1879; further 
$16.59 commission an collections subsequent 
to October 1879 ; further $80.32 commission 
on the Okuraaho account; furthor oom- 
■ion on the accounts of Mr. MscCarthy 
and of tho " Central Hotel f I further chum 
$13.88 iu compensation for the months of 
August and September <tc , Ac, making a 
total claim of $309.35. 

Defendant continued his statement : - 1 had 
undertaken to assist Mr. House in his money 
affairs with J. W. Hall and I did so. In 
addition to the amount of stamp* stated to 
have received by plaintiff, there were $2.00 
in Hongkong stamps. Tho morning edition 
of the OaseUt, charged for two months, was 
used in the office, where it was quite neces- 
sary. It was usod both by Mr. House for 
ascertaining tho rale of foreign exchange 
by me for ascertaining tho mfiils. On 
1st of November 1879, Meiklejohon 
into the office and said that Mr. House had 
sent to taken away the furniture of the offico. 
Tho messenger took away the furniture. The 
books were taken away away on tho 7th 
November after the office waa closed.— About 
the middle of May 1878, I waa told by 
Mr. House that he was going to increase bis 
issue by about 200 copies. An increase of 
100 copies was accordingly made at tho end 
of May, and another increase of 100 copies 
in tho month of June. Several issues were 
made on written wrappers. Later on I was 
informed by Mr. House that these copies 
not to be charged for at the regular 



rate, and after repeated consultation between 
us it was decided by him to charge $10.50 per 
100 copies. These were the papers, abo at 
which I several times afterwards ask ex] 

instructions to post the books. For a lonjr 
time I could not ascertain to whom these 
copies should be charged. Mr. House said 
he would defer tho charge until something 
drfiuito was settled. In reply to my ques- 
tion, to what department the copies should 
be charged, he answered the Okuraaho ; bat 
he never gave mo any definite order to enter 
the charge. 

CroBS- examined by Mr. Hill: — I think I 
am iudebtod to Mr. House in a small amount. 
I h«ve stated my willingness to pay oven 
more than what I considor due. 1 hare 
written so to yon. 

Mr. Hill to Court :— It is falso, and Mr. 
Clark, whose manners of business are, to 
say tho least, peculiar as shown by his 
famous adm migration ease, has tried to 
swindle Mr. House. 

Defendant : — In answer to a communica- 
tion received from yon I wrote to you, but 
I havo mado no other offer of payment. I 
havo paid you as plaintiff's counsel some 
money since October 1879. My indebtedness 
has been standing since last Octobor, I was 
ftwaro that I held a cash-balance of $104, but 
1 considered that I had off-sets against it. It 
is not a fact that I during the whole period 
of my management of tho Tokio Timet was 
largely indebted to Mr. House, at least not 
as far as I know. I am not outside the 
Tokio Timet now largely indebted to Mr. 
House, one item being a note of $500 against 
J. W. Hall, on which judgment was obtained 
by me. I decline to answer whether I ob» 
tained judgment on such a note. 

Mr. Hill to Court : — If this were an ordi- 
nary case of accounts, I should perhaps not 
insist, but Mr. Clark is charged with keeping 
false books. The evasive replies of Mr. Clark 
are characteristic of his honesty. 

Cross-examination continued : — I handed 
in my report for September 1879 to Mr. 
House as usual. I cannot account for its 
absence from my press-copy-book. — The 
nn£C8 paid by Mr. House for my servant 
were fixed at a certain amount, without 
reference to the boy's wages : I cannot tell 
why I entered the charge of $2.50 as " half 
of a month's wages." During the 4 months 
in which I charged Mr. House $10 for my 
servant, 1 did not pay my servant $20; I 
paid him yen 20. I heard my former boy's 
testimony here in court the other day, and as 
far as the receipts go I think tho testimony 
was correct. But ho rcccivod other things 
from mc besides money. — I cannot swear 
that the postage on the extras published as 
mentioned by me on the 9th September 1878 
watt more thau 1 yen. I can swear that 
the stamps furnished Meiklejohn and Cole at 



the 



to more than 1 yen monthly. 
I think the amount during the 21 J months 
from March, lr-78, when Mr. Houao moved 
to Tokio, to tho 31st October, 1B79, furnished 
to Meiklejohn and Cole in postage stamps 
d more than S12, but 1 don't think 
to "more than $14. The memorandum of 
mine, which I mentioned as not agreeing 
with tho post-oflico bills for the two « 



of 1877, was kept by me on a 
bills were left with Meiklojohn at No. 16.- 



Thu memorandum I produoed in court to- 
day of the circulation of the Tokio Timtt from 
1st January, 1878 to 31st October, 1879 *m 
written by me this morning. It waa mads 
out from dates to which I had access, for 
instance notes from Mr. House of additional 
to who. paper. w.ro to b. 
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list and my memory. (Moiling 
by Mr. Hill Mid produced by 
Mr. Clark.) From this mailing list I as- 
oerteined for instanoo how many papers 
were sent to the various fan, how many 
to Tokio, how many to Yokohama, how 
many to Hongkong, to Shanghai, to En. 
rope. (Letters from Mr. House produced 
by Mr. Hill, ordering an increase by 115 
copies, and another letter ordering an in- 
crease of 45 copies.) I think the increase of 
115 copies continnod from May 1878, and 
that of 45 copies from Jnno 1878 until 
31st October, 1879. 1 cannot tell etartly the 
amount of copies sent any one week. — I claim 
that I had a right to increase the charge for 
my boy's increased work, although I did not 
increase his pay. Mr. Honse was notified 
by roe in December, 1877, that I was going 
to increase my charge for my boy's labour. 
My boy's statement here in court that iu 
Augnat, September, and October l»«t year he 
received C yon a month in wages i'b correct. 
My charge against Mr. House was $5 a month. 
I can't say which of these two nmounte ac- 
cording to the rate of exchange is the higher. 

Defendant to Court :— Reference has been 
made by plaintiff's counsel of my having given 
my boy a satchel belongingto Mr. House. It 
was an old satchel which had been a longtimo 
used for carrying papers to the post-office; 
it had been often repaired, was condemned by 
Mr. House himself and replaced by another. 
This closed defendant's case. 
Plaintiff thereupon made the following 
statement: — With referenco to the copies 
ishued of my nowspaper I hare to state that 
my largest publication was during the last 
six months, i.e. from 1st Jan. to 30th Juno 
1880, and the largest nwrago publication was 
389 copies. The total postago paid during 
those C months was yon 124, and the weekly 
average 4 yen, the largest average ever paid 
for the paper. With regard to the Okurusho 
affair I have to swear positively that Mr. 
Clark's statement is fictitious from beginning 
to end; and with reference to the statement 
that I agreed to pay $'25 for tho examina- 
tion of the title-deeds in tho British Con- 
sulate, that is alao an absolute fabrication. 
No such charge was even agroed to by me or 
expected by mo. 

Croes-cjuestioned by defendant : — When I 
in my letter of the 4th February, 1R79, re- 
ferred to our agreement with regard to the 
purchase of lot No. 44, I meant that you 
were to ascertain whether the party, from 
whom I bought, had his title deeds properly 
recorded. As to yonr report I never asked 
yon to examine tho lot or measure its taubos. 
I was through other channels, either Mr. 
Moss or Mr. Cole, perfectly will acquainted 
with the lease existing on lot No. 44 to a 
Chinaman and its term*. 

Defendant to court I— Mr, Cole was the only 
one who know about the terms of the loase 
to the Chinaman ; I got the particulars from 
nnnicated thorn to Mr. House. 



Mr. E. H. House iu connection with the Mb 
Timet on his (Clark's) employment as busi- 
ness manager of the paper ceasing on tho 1st 
Ootober, 1870 :— 

$ cu. 

i 1 . — Balance as per cash book on the 31st 

. October, 1879 not handed in by him... 104 00 
8.— False balance shown in cash book ac- 
count of April, 1878, vis. 1203.38 in- 
stead of $303.»8 tho correct bolaace... 100.00 

3. — False entry in rash book in September 
' 1878 of amount received from Oai- 

inuaho. the ledger account showing 
f 100.40, the amount doe, and the cash 
book only $90.40, the foruwr amount 
having been paid by that Department 100.00 

4. — Short additions of the receipts in cash 

book in October, 1877 10.00 

5. — Short additions of the receipts in cash 

book in April. 1879 10.00 

ash credit* in ledger not at all accounted for : 
Gash book: English Legation ac- 
count Dec, 1878... 13.00 
A. Mounsey account 

Dec. 1878 8.00 

M. 8ah's account 
March, 1879 0.00 12.00 



Saturday, July 24/A, 1880. 

The defendant and after bim the plaintiff's 
counsel summed up their respective cases, 
and travelled agaiu over the already much 
beaten {(round with which the depositions of 
tho parties, the examination and cross-exami- 
nations have already made so familiar j there 
is no cause for repetition. 

Thi Court Rbbkrvid its 3vmnm. 

The following is a copy of the memoran- 
dum drawn np by plaintiff's counsel, which 
haa formed the substratum of the present 
lawsuit. 

Statement of Mr. Clark's indebtedness to 



7 — Postage overcharged from lit January, 1878 to 
Slat October, 1979 = 

Charged in cash book $743.50 

Allowed for the above period, 
vit. 95 weeks at 5 yen per 
week = yen 47S at an average 
discount (having regard to 
when the respective payment* 

made) of 15 per cent ... 413.95 330.61 



8.— A 



Amount charged in cash book in 
September, 1877 as "general ex- 
ni-nsen " but never accounted for.. 
Salary overcharged as per day 
book one year to August 1879 
and for the month of September. 
1879, no authority to charge $350 
having been ever given 

10. — Commission overcharged as per 

dav bdbk to 30th Sept.. 1879, vit. 
$210.47 instead of $199.40 the 
correct amount 

11. — Office-boy's wages overcharged 

for 26 months from Sept. 1877 to 
Sept. 1879, charge as per day 



42.40 

9. 



108.42 



11.01 



Allowed at rate of 2J yen per 
month =y en 02.60 eta. an average 
diaoount (having regard to when 
the respective payments were 
made) of 12 per cent 68JO 47.10 

12. — Amount overcharged as per day 
book fsr CJtatninine and roport- 
ing upon title of No. 44 Yoko- 
hama. Charged 

Allowed. 6.00 20 00 



13. — barges in cash-book disallowed 

Feb. 1878, Own* Hong Just 3.00 

March „ „ advertisement 
charge 3.00 

14. — Bill for 2.00 1.00 



16. — Sept. and Oct. 1878, OauUt morn- 

ing issue , 

10.— Aug. and Dec., 1878, mailing 

17. — June and Oct. 1879, watering 



18. -Feb. 1877. printing alips $24.06, 

bills for yen 24.06 at 7 per cent. 
82.48 

19. ~Oct. 1979, office-boy's wages $6 

allowed 84. yen a 24 pi 



2.00 

6.00 

2.0J 

1-58 

3.00 18.68 
$914.02 



DsDUCrTWO I 

Mr. Clark's salary for Oct. 1879 20.83 



him in Oct. 1879 
Commissions on short 
tailed, vi*. : 

tiaimusho 




12 

tlS2at6"/, 6.60 83.04 
dm by Mr. Clark te Mr. House ... 1580.33 



Friday July 30<A, 1880. 
JuDOKKtrr. 

This is an action to recover a balance of 
moneya alleged to be remaining in the hands 
of tho defendant, and received by bim while 
acting as agent of the. plaintiff in charge of 
the Yokohama office of the Tokio Timet. 

The petition claims as such balauce the 
sum of $880.38. The answer denies any 
indebtedness, but tho dofondnnt in his Bum- 
ming up, and in his written statement pro- 
Rented to tho Courts admits his indebtedness 
to plaintiff in the sum of $24.05. 

The plaintiff charges in hia petition that 
tho books of account kept by defendant as 
his, plain tiffs, agcut were false and fraudu- 
lent. 

The defendant in bis testimony admits a 
number of errors, which indeed are palpable. 

The disputed items upon both sides are 
numoroua, and the testimony, owing to the 
carelessness of both parties and the dis- 
crepancies in the accounts, is conflicting, 
confusing and unsatisfactory, and tho Court 
is left, in many instances, almost to con- 
jecture what is right. 

After a careful consideration of the whole 
subject I have decided to allow the de- 
fendant as follows : 

1st, What is admitted by the plaintiff, aa 
taken from the memo, furnished by hia 
Connscl : 

Commision on collections by plaintiff, 

Before action $236.60 

Since action 95.26 

6 per cent, on $331,28 

Salary for October 

2nd, On amounts not credited in Cash book 

6 per cent, on $132.00 

3rd, On collections by defendant for October 

6 per cent, on $124 15 e.gl 

4th, Extra compensation for one year 60.00 

6th, Extra compensation for Aug. and Oct. 0.94 

Cth, Examination of title to property 15.00 

7th, Com. on collection of Mortgage $750.60 37.97 

8th, ... ., Mr. McCarthy's a/c. $5.95 29 

9th, Cash entered twice $21.66 leas Com.... 20.67 

Total I1S0.99 

Aa to the 4th item, for extra compensation, 
it appears that by the contract between the 
parties is was not the dnty of the Defendant 
to fold, envelope and stamp the papers for 
the mail. A third party provided by plaintiff 
did this work from the start until Mr. 
VVatanabe left in August, 1878. After that 
the Defendant performed the service, without 
conferring with plaintiff, and, at the end of 
the year presented a clam for $100.00 as extra 
compensation. To this claim plaintiff replied 
in writing that be would see the defendent 
on a date named and would allow what waa 
right. Nothing however was afterwards said 
about it, but tho plaintiff testifies that find- 
ing the claim charged against him in tho 
books he ordered the Yokohama office of tho 
paper closed at once and ended his connec- 
tion with the defendant. 

While it is true that the defendant should 
have informed plaintiff at the commencement 
of this extra labor that he expected to bo 
paid for it, yet I think, having performed it 
for the benefit of plaintiff, be is entitled to a 
fair compensation which I have fixed at $50 
per year. 

Of item No. 6, the plaintiff was under tho 
impression that he requested defendant simp- 
ly to see that the papers conveying the 
property referred to wore properly recorded, 
and he still maintains that idea, bat hia 
letter te defendant upon the ■ abject fully 
warranted the defendant in doing much more 
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Io. 7 is * commission of five per 
. on $749.50 collected by defendant for 
pUintiff and not charged in (ho defendant'* 
a/c. There seems to be no contradiction of 
this claim in the evidence. 

The 9th itoru is admitted by tho plaintiff 
in his evidence. 

And now, per contra, the defendant is 
indebted to plaintiff a« follows : — 

1st, Admitted own feiUnee Oct. 31 70 10400 

2nd, ,, error* in entries 
3rd, „ M ., m 

4th, Overcharge on boy's wages . . . 
6th, ,, examination title to 
6th, ,, extra compensation 
7th, „ of 




$54510 

Item No. 4 is arrived at by charging plain- 
tiff with the amount ho agreed to pay, vis ; 
tho ono half of the servant'* wages, or 2.50 
yen per month, and deducting this from the 
amonnt oharged in tho books. 

Tho 5th item I have already referred to. 
Tho charge made by defendant was $25, I 
have allowed $15,000. 

The allegation of the plaintiff that the 
defendant baa made an error in his addi- 
tion of commissions amounting to $11.01, I 
find by examination of tho books to be 
incorrect. The charges arc proper. 

The 7th item is the one which has given 
me much thought and trouble, and one upon 
whioh a largo amount of evidence was taken, 
all however of a most unsatisfactory charac- 
ter. 

Tho charge of $743,56* for postage as made 
by the defendant is admitted by him to bo 
wrong in the important particular of having 
been charged in dollars while most of it 
was paid in yen, and this, together with the 
numerous other, admitted and proven, errors 
in the books render them very inconclusive 
as evidence. 

The plaintiff baa testified that the average 
charge for postage per week for the paper 
while in his hands both before and after the 
defendant conducted tho Yokohama office 
was never more than 5 yen. The charge in 
the disputed account averages about $7.75 
per week. It is in evidence that a considers- 
ble amount of postago was paid by defendant 
upon correspondence with the plaintiff after 
the latter* s removal to Tokio, and in transmit- 
ting to him manuscript copy, proof sheets of 
tho paper, translations, etc. Ac, and the 
defendant contends that this, nddod to the 
estimated postago on tho average circulation 
of tho paper will cover his agggregate chnrge. 

It was the duty however of the Defendant 
to have kept correct accounts as far as pos- 
sible of his expenditures on this account, and 
havo presented them in evidence. Itemised 
accounts however of postage expenditures, 
showing every tea expended and for what 
particular pnrpose, are not by any means 
usual. 

Upon examination of tba press copy book, 
kspt by the defendant as agent of the 
plaintiff, I find that in the quarterly reports 
made by defendant to plaintiff from May 
1878 to April 1879, and in each monthly 
report thereafter, tho amount of postage ex- 
pended is clearly stated. Certainly it was 
plaintiff's duty to have objected to these 
charges ss they were presented to him, if he 
deemed them incorrect, and tho Court, after 
all this lapse of time and without reliable 
evidence, cannot be expected to properly 
adjust them. The amount of $100.00 which 
I have named as the deduction to be made 
from the aggregate charge for postage is 
at by calling the charge of 743.56 



dollars, the same amount in „ 
ascertaining what such amount would 
produce in dollars with the latter at 15 per 
cent, premium, which per cent, seems to me a 
fair average during the laBt two yonrs. This 
produces 04*5.5? dollars which deducted from 
742.56. the charge presented, leaves $9699. 
I have called it in round numbers S100 .00 
and have allowed tho other Hmall charges 
objected to by plaintiff. In this calculation 
it is possible I have dono the dofondant an 
injustice, but I see no other way of adjusting 
tho account in tho absoncc of proper testi- 
mony. 

I find that the business relations betwoen 
tho parties legally terminated on the 31st of 
October 187t>, and the defendant's claim 
therefore for salary after that time is disal 
lowed ; ho also are hiB charges for com mis 
sion on accounts of "Central Hotel" Morso 
and Pollard, and the Okurasho. 

Tho expense account of $42.40 which 
plaintiff disputes, and which he has no re- 
collection of ever seeing in detail, is sworn 
by defendant to bo correct, and to have been 
presented to plaintiff in itemized form, and 
ho gives in his evidence a number of the 
items, from which it would appear that the 
expenditure was not an improper one. 

The difference then found by theso calcula- 
tions between tho accounts of tho parties as 
allowed is tho sum of $36-1.11 and the 
judgment of the Court is that the defendant 
pay to tho plaintiff tho said sum of three 
hundred sixty four and 11/100 dollars, with 
interest at one percent, per month from the 
31st of October, 1879, aud also to pay the 
costs of the Court. 

Tnos. B. vas Bums, 
Consul General 



Johh W. Hall vs. E. H. House. 
Thursday, July 29th, 1880. 

claim for $130 with 10 per 



This was a" 
cent, annual interest, money alleged to be 
due in house-rent for the months Novem- 
ber and December 1877, and January, 1878. 
Tho defendant doniod liability 
Mr. Kirkwood appeared for 
Mr. Hall for defendant. 
.1. W. Hall sworn: — (Paper exhibited). 
This is tho lease of the premises No. 67, 
Yokohama, for tho space of three years from 
the 1st March, 1876, to 1st March, 1879, 
from Messrs. Strachan and Thomas to me, at 
a monthly rental of $65. I sublet part of 
the premises to defondant at $32.50 per 
month. 

Mr. Kirkwood here asked defendant for an 
account current dated 15th Aug., 1877, and 
rendered to dofeudant by plaintiff. 
Mr. Hill said that ho bad not got it. 
Mr. Kirkwood produced press-copy, which 
Mr. Hill admitted ; Mr. Kirkwood pointed 
out that in that account-enrrent appears an 
item of $97.50 as house-rent duo from de- 
fendant for the three months June, July and 
August, 1877. 

Examination of plaintiff continued :— With 
that account current I banded defendant a 
balance of $79.23. 

Clark who is present in court.) This is an 
account current rendered by mo to Mr. Clark 
as agent for defendant on tho 29th Octobor, 
1877. With that account current I handed 
to Mr. Clark as due by me to defendant 
$111.13, for which I hold Mr. Clark's recoipt 
In that account current appears an item of 
$65, two months' house-rent due ' 
dant ; that is the last house-rent 



by defendant. He remained on the premises 

until the 13th February, 1878. I gave him 
notioe to quit ; I have repeatedly asked him 
for the money that is the subject of tho pre- 
sent suit. Ho never gavo me any reason 
why he does not pay. (Document produoed.) 
This is a letter written by me on the 14th 
January, 1878, to Mr. Clark as defendant's 
agent and returnod to mo with an endorse- 
ment in pencil from Mr. Clark calling my 
letter " saucy." 

Mr. Hill objected to this letter being pat 
in evidence. 

Objection sustained. 

Examination continued : — I have paid 
Messrs. Strachan and Thomas their house- 
rent for the time for which I now sue. 

Mr. Hill said that there was no lease to 
dofondant from plaintiff ; there was a joint 
occupation of the premises and a joint mesa. 
Various amounts were paid by defendant to 
plaintiff during tho time of occupancy, and 
the conscquenco was that plaintiff remained 
and is still defendant's dobtor for a Urge) 
amount. 

Plaintiff cross-examined by Mr. Hill:— 
(Papers shown). Those two papers are ac- 
counts rendered to defendant by me. 

Mr. Hill pointed out that among the 
in theso accounts is " gas " 
work." 

Cross-examination continued : — Mr. ITonso 
messed with me and had to pay his half share 
of the mess account. (Papers produoed by 
Mr. Hill, whioh aro accounts rendered by 
plaintiff to dofondant and in which defondant 
is debited with " half share ") When I rented 
tho premises No. 67 it was agreed that Mr. 
House should pay $32.50 for tho rooms ho 
occupied ; of the mess account he was to 
pay his half share. Tho agreement with Mr. 
House about the rent be should pay was 
made before the lease was signed. There aro 
besides tho mess some other joint accounts, 
for instance repairs and stairs-carpet with 
rods. The carpet was worn out before Mr. 
House left and the rods left behind. Half 
share of an ice-chest was likewise oharged 
Mr. House with $15. It was loft there when 
Mr. House vacated the premises. 

Mr. Hill said that if the money was doe 
for rent perhaps his cliont would be preclud- 
ed from bringing forward any off-sot; but 
ho contended that it was a joint account, and 
that defendant is entitled to bring forward 
his set-off, which will leave him plaintiff's 
creditor for about $600. 

His Honour observed that thoro oould bo 
no donbt of it being a joint account, aud 
that any set-off could be 
against plaiu tiff's olaim. 

Mr. Hill thereupon produoed seven month- 
ly accounts rendered to defendant by plaintiff 
and proceeded to enumerate various expenses 
of which during the joint occupancy and 
joint mess the half share had been oharged 
to defendant (a corkscrew for instanoe) and 

Cross-examination oontinued :— Many of 
tho charges in these accounts are for work 
dono at Mr. Houso's request. When Mr. 
House left, I remained behind on the pre- 
mises. Certain improvements remained after 
he had left. There was no agreement be- 
tween us about my refunding him any ex- 
pense made for joint nccmtit. There were 
certain other business transactions between 
Mr. House and myself. I have given him a 
for $500, 
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Hw Honour Mid ht could not forbear from 
remarking that it appeared to liira exceeding- 
ly irregular to introduce snch a defence 
without tho answer to tho petition contain- 
ing the least intimation to plaintiff of such 
- the intention. Ho now ordered de- 
's counsel to prepare a list of the 
on which he relies in his defence, and 
ho same to-day. 
Adjourned until to-morrow, Friday, the 



30th inst.. at 10 a.ni. 



Friday, July 30/ It, 1880. 

Cross-examination of Mr. Hall by Mr. Hill, 
counsel for defendant continnod : I continued 
to occuyy the premise* No. 67 until September 
1878, when my lease was cancelled by consent. 
A reduction had previously been made in llio 
reut. I can't say whether that reduction wns 
made during Mr. House's joint occupation 
(Paper handed by Mr. Hill.) I have not the 
■lightest remembrance of the transactions, to 
which allusion is bore made as being con- 
summated by notes, which have now been 
lost or destroyed, except it be a note in 1877 
for 8100 given by Mr. Hayes for a loan to 
him by Mr. House. All other monies receiv- 
ed from Mr. Houso by mo have been shown 
in my accounts current ; nmong them a loan 
to me of 1500, for which 1 gave my promis- 
tory note to Mr. Houae, who in October 
1877, transferred that note to Mr. Cl-.rt. : 
believe that Mr. Kirkwood in bis capacity ss 
my counsel wrote some letters to Mr. House 
; last year reminding him of bis debt 



act aa Mr. House's agent for the Told" Timet: 
my agency ceased in August 1877, when I 
rendered accounts to Mr. Diekins. Until 
yesterday's hearing in court I had notice of 
any claim ngninst me set up by Mr. House. 
(LiBt of half expenses amounting altogether 
to $76, paid by Mr. House and now claimed, 
submitted to witness). Japanese mats 
were mats for Mr. House's servants room ; 
stairs cvrpeU 84; blinds and mats 83.75 was 
a cash payment entirely for Mr. House's 
this ejtpcnso was j 



Mr. Kirkwood objected to this cross-ex- 
amination as turning upon a point not men- 
tioned at all in the examination in chiof. 

The Court overruled the objection. 

Cross-exarainfttinn continued : — Thero were 
no other loans to me by Mr. House than 
those $500 when Mr. Clark took over the 
agency of the ToKo Timet; I took up Mr. 
Hayes' promissory note in order to settle 
everything with Mr. House. During the 
joint occupancy of No. 67 1 gave Mr. House 
no J. O. U.'s for various small loans, and 
received no letters from Mr. Clark with re- 
ference thereto. If such notes had been 
issued by me my bill-book would have shown 
the same. I remember the fire last December 
in Tokio. To the best of my bcliof 1 never 
gave such I. O. U.'s as you mention. If 1 
had given them, I should probably remem- 
ber. However, I am not certain that I never 
gave such I. O. U.'s. Whenever I received 
money from Mr. House, I gave him either 
an 1. O. U. or a receipt, which would 
appear in my account current. One 
month I might be indebted to Mr. House, 
next month he might be indebted to me. 
On the 15th August 1877 all accounts be- 
tween Mr. House and myself were made up 
by me, and balanced and handed to Mr. 
Diekins, as counsel for Mr. House. A few 
items were objected to and altered in the 
account rendered in October 1877. That was 
the final adjustment between us. 



duo to Mr. House's demand to have the gate 
placod in front of tho honse : blinds $6.7". j 
were blinds for tho verandah upstairs : gar- 
doner nnd coolie* were hired for joint ac- 
count ; error in calculation for June 1877,sct 
down with 81.75 is not discoverable by me; 
improvements 85 must have been certain car- 
penter's .vork, but what it was I can't re- 
member ; ice chest $7.50 : when Mr. Ilonso 
left, the ice chest stood useless in the sUblc. 
and f am unable to U-ll what since became of 
it ; improvements, mats, corkscrew, stoves : 
these must be purchases and expenses on 
joint account; improvements $0.50: this 
was a partition downstairs built at Mr. 
House's request; repairs to well 8": Mr. 
Honso complained of the water, in conse- 
quence the well was re-dug, new tubs put. in 
and half of the expense charged to him ; 
tubs and chairs S3, retained by me : I 
retained nothing, Mr. House took away his 
chairs, his tubs I believe are on the 
premises still. — Several of tho rooms on 
lot No. 67 in joint use were furnished entire- 
ly by me ami I mado no charge against Mr. 
Houso for his half share. — I 



Saturday, July 31s/, 1880. 
JUDrtMEST. 

This action is brought to recover the ram 
of $130 alleged to bo doe from defendant for 
rental of a portion of tho premise* No. 67 
Yokohama from October 1877, to the 28th 
February, 187*, a period of 4 months at the- 
monthly' rental of 8-12.50 

'I he ilercudsiit claims thai the plaintiff and 
himself had for a considerable period of time 
a joint account inclnding mess acoonnt, rent, 



times applied to Mr. Clark for payment of 
my rent. Mr. Clark sued mo in the British 
Court, on my promissory note and I set up 
my claim for lent as n set off, and it was 
allowed, but the decision was afterwards 
reversed in the Supremo Court in Shanghai. 

.Mr. Wm. L. Clark, sworn, I took over the 
agency for the Tukio Timet in Septombor 
1877 (Papers handed by Mr. Kirkwood). 
This is an account handed to mo by Mr. 
nail, aud this is a receipt given by me 
for the balance shown on the account. 
I signed that receipt as I did becanso 
the account was a composite one, account- 
ing for money duo to mo and money due 
to Mr. House. There is an item of $5, 
which is a mouth's interest on a promissory 
note for $500, that was endorsed to mo. I 
belive that account was the last one settled 
by mo with Mr. Hall. I had no agreement 
with Mr. Houfec to settle Mr. Hall's accounts. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hill :— I am not an 
enemy of Mr. Hall. 1 be account on which I 
have just been examined had roroaiucd as an 
exhibit in British oourt until yesterday 
morning w hen Mr. Kirkwood obtained it and 
handed it to me. 

Mr. Hill explained tint his client Mr. 
Hotisea's unavoidable absence had been a 
threat disappointment to him but as Mr. 
House is*loavinK by next American mail bis 
lime is now very much taken up. (Letter 
from Mr. House of this day read.) He 
I should have proved by tho evidence of Mr. 
Rc-cxaminat.on by Mr. k.rk wood: -After th(j \. xi , Utieo of promissory notes, 

which Mr. Hall has now forgotten, aud which 
unfortunately perished when Mr. House's 



miscellaneous expenses &c. Ac. upon which 
joint account tho plaintiff is largely his 
debtor. 

The principal and almost only evidence is 
that given by the pin it: t iff himself. From 
that it. appears that the joint accounts referred 
to were kept by and between the parties, but 
that the same were finally adjusted and closed 
on the Mist October, 1877, when a balance 
found due to defendant was paid by the 
plaintiff, and that the claim presented in this 
action iccrued after that date; nnd that no 
legal or equitable off set exists thereto. He 
denies that any other business or pecuniary 
transactions occurred between the defendant 
and himself after said 31st October, 1877, 
and he denies also that he is indebted to 
defendant in any amount for any oause what- 
soever. 

The defendant represents that many of his 
books and papers wore destroyed or lost in 
the last groat lire lliat took place in Tokio, 
and that he himself was so occupied on the 
eve of his leaving for San Francisco tbat he 
could not be present in Court to testify in his 
own behalf. 

Undor tho circumstances Uie Court baa 
nothing to do but render judgment in fsvor 
of the plaintiff for the amount claimed in the 
petition. 

It is thoreforc ordered aud adjudged that 
defendant pay to tho plaintiff the sum of 
$130 Mexican with interest at the rate of 
one per cent per month from the 28th of 
February, 1878. 

And that ho pay coats of suit. 

(Signed) Tuos. B. vax Bciikn, 
Consul General. 



October 1877 I had no other ncconnt with 
Mr. House than what arose from our joint 
occupancy of No. 67. In October 1877 I paid 
the balance of account 8111 to Mr. Clark, 
as agent for Mr. House. With exception 

of the 8500 due on my promissory note. , ^ jt u , t Umt J(r. Hall should have 

,ot aware of any amount pa,d to forgotten them, 

by Mr. House that does not appear I 



residence was burned down in the Tokio fire 
last Keeeinber. Thero were among tlnne 
notes two for 8250 each and one for 8100, 



1 am 
me 



in my accouut 
ing together L 



rurrer ' 

» May 



Wo stopped 
1877. 1 tued 



■it reserved, 
,at ll.30a.ro. 



i ill be given to-morrow 



According to the report of a man who baa 
lately arrived from Kagoshima, Yanashita 
Uunpei, who was a commander of the rebels 
under Saigo and was dcgiadcd from the rank 
of shixoku and sentenced to two years 
imprisonment by tho Special Court at 
Nagasaki, has lately become a strong 
advocate for tho establishment of a National 
Assembly. He h«s collected 3,700 associates 
in Satauma and Hingi, and in company with 
240 of the principal members of tho associa- 
tion, visited tho n^idenee of Mr. Sliimndsu 
Hisamifsu, to whom he gave a draft of a 
petition for the vnlablishiuimt of a National 
Assembly, requesting him to endorso tho 
petition and present it to the Cabinet. 
Although Mr. Shimsdsn would not giro a 
decided answer, be said he would reply after 
he thoroughly understood the meaning of tho 
petition. 

The Coreau envoy is expected next mouth, 
nnd it is said that on his nay to Tokio he 
will remain at Kobe and Osaka for a time, 
and therefore the locnl officials are making 
preparations to entertain him. 

Everything is dear in Cores, nnd many poor 
people are starving. Therefore those who 
are visiting Japan to tied means to support 
themselves are nsmerous, and it is said they 
re of 5 wn cach.-7f.oyo 
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ARRIVALS. 



Jury 81, Brit, atr. 

Imm via 

P. * O. Oo. 
Joij 88, Jap. atr .Snt'nae* 

Hakodate, Mails ud 

Co. 



Uataeea. Soatoo, 1.709, from 
Maila ud<1 General, to 



Jfaru, Walkor. 908. from 
to M. D. M. 8. S. 



July 82, Kueelan 
Kalogera*. !,(U0 



IFnlm»K'«r» Marti, Christenseu, 
Mailt and General, to M. I.. M. 



corvette Kaietdnii, Captain 
Uiiu, 8-guns, 250 U.P , from 

Kobe 

Joly 18, Jap. »lr. 
1,300, from Kobe 
& 8. Co. 

July 33, Jap. str. A'H<one-lfaru, — , 810. from Kobe 

Mails and General, to M. B. M. S. S. Co 
July 23, Jap. str- Hirotkima-Uaru, Haawell, 1,870, 

from Khenghni and porta, Hails and General, to 

M. B. M. S. 8. Co. 
July 28, Japanese Iron-clad fan-Kan, Capt. MnUu- 

nura, 7.740 tons. 3,(00 II. P., 12-gaus, from Kobe 
July 8S, Am. »ti\ ftfsy o/ Toito, Maury, 5,0*0, from 

S«« Frnuoieco, Mail* and General, to P. N. H. S, 

Co 

July 86, Frctt. sir. Taenia, Do la Marco Ir, 1.785, 
bom Hongkong, 19th laiL, Maila and General, 
uoM.M Co 

X»]y W, Brit. atr. Plsvrs Costls, Kidder 1.6X5 from 
Shanghai, 23rd inat., Tea and General, to Adam- 
eon. Bell & Co. 

Jaly IT, Brit atr. TtunMU, Walker, 1 Ml, from 
bhaoguai. 19th inat., General, to Wilkin A Rolrisoo. 

July 88, Brit, barq SaUou; Gadd, 795. from Sydney, 
N.S.W.. Jnne IHib, Conla, to ("on.es A Co. 

Joly 19, V 8 cuvette Svxitaro, Com. Sampson, 
1,900, ft.guus. 800 awn, from Kobe. 

Joly 80, Brit. barq. terd o/ Ik, UUs, Watt, 317, 
froa Tekeo, 14th inat., Sugar, to Soon Loo. 

July SO, Jap. atr. Tbkio-Jfaru, Swaio, 2,1 19, from 
Shanghai and porta, Uaila and General, to M. B. 
M. 8. 8 Co. 

July SO, Britieb corvette Coin as, Cnpt. J. W. East, 

14-gaoa, 2*0 H P., froai Hongkong. 
Jul* 81, Brit. atr. Ocean*:, Metcalfe, 3,700, fom 

Hongkong, Slth inat., Maila and Geu.ral, to O. 

It O Co. 

July SI, Proa, atr. Utntaltk, Hotuery, 1,878. from 
Hongkong, Uaila and General, to M. M. Co. 

Jury 81, BriL etr Canloa, Jaque., 1.09S. from Lon 
don ria Hongkong, G< 
A Co. 



July 89, Brit. atr. Malacca, Beaton. 1,700, for Houii- 
kong, Uaila and General, deapatohed by P. A O. 

Co. 

Joly SI, Jap. atr. Tauniya-Jforu, otandman, Gfil, for 
Kobe, Uaila auj Ooaoral, despatched by M. B. M. 

S. 8. Co. » 



PASSENGERS. 

Vor Brit. atr. Uataeea from Mongkoug ria Nnga- 
anki : — 1 Japanese and 4 Chinese. 

Per Jup atr. Ucuk'ii'il&ru for Shanghai and 
porta: — Miss Harney, Mia> J. Gutirk, Mostj. A- 
Silvertlioroe, Dousdebes, de La Povrire, Swift, 
Battelle, Hillier, Bannerman. Fleming, Midge, Uuder- 

I loin aad Id Japanese in cabin. , 

j Pit Frcb. atr. Folja. for Hon . kong :— Meiare. C. 

j J. ran Doom, Hum ana^A. Sit in cabin. 

Per Jap. atr. Himhi'na- Mam tram Shanghai and 

| porta : — Mrs. Kudale, Right Iter. Hiattop Williams, 
Capt. Abbott. Meaara. C. II Mac?. A. Wilson, II. 
.Ahron*, J. T. lllnckninre, II. B. Wbitmore. Haroha>d, 
Giigor. Hathbone. J. West and 18 Japiiieeein oabin ; 
anil 2 European, 1 I Chinese and 241 Jnpnueae in 
steerage. For Liverpool : Mr. J. 8. Mullins in cehiu. 

Per Am. atr. City of Tokio from San Francisco : — 
Mrs. Verheck nn<l 8 children, Geurral and lira. C. 
A Jones, llesers. William Till, G. Knusit, Jaa. Simp- 
son, J ia Dykes »nd Wm. Ycomans in cabin ; and 
1 Chinese iu ateera+re. 

Per Frch. atr. Tanaif from Hongkong : — Mr. Han- 
aen in cabin i and 4 Chinese From Marseille 
Meaara. Baatide, Jauaa. Moulron, and Fakuda in 
cabin. Fiom Singapore : Mr. Knox Oeryou in 
cabin. 

Per Jap. atr. //irofninta-Jfaru f or Sliacgltai and 
porta :— Mrs. General Jo «, Rer. J. C. Uariaon, 
Captain James, Jaeur.. W Hair, (5. Patoo, A. W. 
Thomson, W. Foeman, O. Kauat and 4 Ja|»uea« iu 

oubin. 

Per Brit. atr. Kis.trs CasM* from 8bangbai :-Mr. 
and Mrs. Tout). 

Per Brit. str. Uataeea for Hongkong : - 9 Chinese 
and I European in ataa r age 



(ttaTAMASHKU OCTOUMl, 1867.J 



urta of law : 
notnew and all 
|»nrtiinr c to <be 



•ItlllS niutnal i« ptil.!i*l"-d tvary t»ening, and 
1 contains lite wltoltf of the l«<-nl ehippiiig. c-m- 
m*Toial and jit'tn'ral n»ws ; tho lateil t>ilegrnins from 
ill pans of the world: the spirit o( the Japanese 
l>iess ; loll lepoita of nil trials m 
ncetiujrs of public l»jtli«Si rortt»poi 
mailers of common in'errit mid im 
uniinunii r. 

Tl.e . vetting issue is supplemented by a 

MORNING SHEET, 

news ; ronect and 
ts of ehtppiUK ; iK-tnila of the ailk 
preriotia day, and a quantity of 



General, to W. M. Strachao 



DEPARTURES. 

July 81, Jap. atr. (VWai-lforu, Conner, 1^17, for 
Shanghai and pnru, Maila and General, despatch- 
ed by M li. M. 8. 8. Co. 



July tt, Spanish corretto Da Maria <U Jfalina. ('apt 

Rosaro, 1,500 tons, 10-guna, for Hakodate. 
July 83, Ger. barq Black Diamond, Veal, 670, for 
Na 



1,60* Tor Hong, 
by M. M. 



barq. Singapore, McKeniie, «56, 
«l. riespatched by C. Jtliee * Co. 



fo, 



Jnly 88, Frcb. atr. F< 
koog, Maill and 

Co. 

a 8. Co. 

July 81, I'rit barq. Ulloel. Rwirtoslamk . 779, foi 

Kobe, Original Caigo, despatched by C. Illtea k Co. 
July 84, Jap. atr. .fumida-Uar*, Hubenct, 896. for 

Hongkong ria Kobe, Hails and Qeueral, despatched 

by U. B. U. s. s. Co. 
July 85, Am. atr. CUy of Tokin, Maury, 5.0*9, f„ r 

Hongkong, Maila and General, despatched br P. 

U. 8. S. Co. 

Jnly 26, Russian onnrette Xait*dn&, Cnpt. Kalngetaa 
1,400. S- K ai>s, i'ifl II V , foi Ko.to. 

Jaly 86, U. 8. Flag-ahip HieKnvmd, Cnpt. nei.hnm, 
2.000, 14-guna, fur Nagasaki. 

July 26, Brit. barq. Cere: McWilliam, 4 -4, for Kobe. 
Ballast. d«p«tcb«l by Walsh, H.U & < <» 

July X6, Bt iU barq. FlerArro, Corlyou, 75^', for Hong- 
kong. Oil, <h-apati.-l.ed by II. UacArthur & Co. 

July 86, Brit, battp Jliw Vajan. Qninn, ftfll, for 
Kobe, Ballaat, des-wtobed by J D. Carroll a Co. 

July 26, Jap. atr. HtrasAima-Jfai-u, llaswell, 1.870, 
for Shanghai nod porta, MaiU and Gcnoral, dea- 
patohed by M. M. M. S. 8. Co. 

July 88, Jap. atr. Tnmouro-Moru, Carrew, fi'8. f r 
the North, Genera', despatched by M. B. U. 8 S. 
Co. 

Jnly Z8, Jsp. atr. Wakamura-ilarv, ChrisieLsen. 
i^Ott, for Kobe, MaiU and Genera), deauatvhed 
bjr M. B. M. B. 8. Co, ^ 



••HoLuiiiintr tin? latest itetrta 
tmstarorthy rei>otts of ahipi 
■ iiiiiie-9 id tli 

,il-.-r i iiitlur ot i-maiilcrub-'- m-i for i, I, itnce in 
•6K-es *od pnlflo" | iacija. 

lwice, so I occasionally three limes, tnnntlilr, all 
.iri.nl interval iai-nndeina-il illt i a 

SUMMARY 

ut roii.ct.tetit ►lmpc and f< nil. with tl.e addition 

<>l rot.imerrisl tablrs . f imports and exports, eom- 
oled Irom n tiirna fnrnished froen able and indepen- 
t< nt •oiirccrf. 'I his summary iainteiuletl for tbu use 
,1 |.tl>«nsonl of .'span who, by its nteana, are kept 

m i. ttt ed of «r..ty event of imporUu« occumiig m 
i .. i otty with which tltey are mor- or less inli- 

malelr l 



Per Jap str. Toltio-Maru from Shanghai and ports 
—Mr. and Mrs. Sprague, Dr. Soboube. Capt. M. A 
Austen, Mrs and Miss True, Dr A. de Roreti 



Rjreij, 

Meaara. J. J. JooaUin, Perciia, J, Witkowaki, Felix 
Uarariglia, P. L'oit, V. I,. Fobea, Mariana, J. Beiber, 
F. Marshall, A. B. Wurthington and 32 Japanese in 

cabin.' ' P 

Per Brit. atr. Ocsontc from Hongloug : — Aaat. 
Comet. Gent K. Vansittart, Rot and Mrs. J. M. 
MoCanley, Meaara. Oaaker ituokrooh, 8. Von Fiiar, 
Geo. B. Emory, agent O. A 0. 8. 8. Co., and latwia 
■n cabin ; and 2 Chiueae in steerage. For San Fran- 
cisco : Mr. and Mrs. ¥ G. 8tebbina an l child, Cspt. 
< . V. C.oagh, Mr. aud Mrs. P. D. Boyd and child. 
MesRrs. £. Bnrmoister, Thos. In nee, E. A. 8tereu- 



Vet ins for adreitising arc moderale : and iu lha 
si' 1 1 on of Notices care ta taken to use as little space 
' ill- measure of cost) as dne prominence rrqntrea. 
i Iu addtlioii to the circulation of the evening Iaane 
Advertisers have tbe aulrautage "f a repetilion of 
their adT«rti«meota at regular int«iala in the 
Morning Paper gratia. 



aon, C. Yon Pnatan and Dearlone in 
3 Europeans and 856 Cbineae in atoeragn. 



REPORTS. 

Th» American steamer City of 7'otio 
Sniled rrom San Kiauciaoo July 3rd, all 2.50 
Died July 13th, at 2 p.m. Bernard, infant sou of 
Mari i Vttrtx'ck aged i>ix nndiths, body embalibed \ to 
'uly 17th had light rariabln winds und 6no weather. 
July 18th ai d I9lh strong irales from 8.K. to K.N E. 
and cloody. Arriving at Yokohama July 23rd, at 
3 80 p.m. 

Ti e U. 8 corretto Suufarn reports : — l-cfl Kobe 
ou 27th. Strong N.E. winds snd ruin. Arrived at 
o p.m. 29 th inalaut. 

Tin Japanew rt*amer Tolv-lfucu repnrta: — (^ft 
Shaogliai 2in<l July. AncboriMl in Side Saddle Hay 
on scomint of threatening w,«alher Msr. 28. Ml f 
rain. 23rd inst, at 7 a.m. weiirlied ifkiorior. freeh 
breeze 8.N E. with htavy swell from N.E at.d rainy. 
Arrived at Nagasaki aith inst.,at ft a in. Left. Naga- 
saki 2'uil iust. at 6 p in Dutin/ pnvsage strong 
bre. r.o with rain from N K. with hcuivy sen. Ar- 
| rivod at Kobe 27th in.t. at 6 p.m Left Knbe 2Sth 
|inst. at 1 a.m. I're-h breese N.E. and S S E. with 
I rain squally and heavy swoll from N.W afterwards 
S.E. Arrived at Yokohama 3'Hh July at noon. 

The British ataamer Oceuair reports: — l^>ft Hong- 
kong July 24tb at 3.35 pm. Nbihl vaiiable winds 
to Turnabout ; thence to O >-»ima moderate and 
fresh Northerly, N.H. and Easterly winds, with 
considerable see, at times; Oo-,ima to •vrt liirht 
S. Easterly aud SootUorly win<U. f ■ CUm 

of Takw on tho 29th inat at 8.80 . 

ui«e. 



THE 



"JAPAN GAZETTE'' 

(oats less; 
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c oim: meroial 



tor the period of 13 days from 



Shoiring Duties payable. Prices realized. Quotation*, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, 

21st July, 1880. to the 2nd August. 1880. inclusive. 

IMPORTS. 
The operations of the past thirteen days, abow a falling off in the greet (taple yarn ; aome few foreign i m po rt e r s have been pressing sale*, and 
the broken hare consequently exerted themselves to (fire a weaker tone to the market generally, and hare partially succeeded is 16-24 and 88-32 



The 
i. 



combination of seven broken who control the whole import Ira ie among themselves and effectually prevent the possibility of free com- 
moat prejuriuaa.1 to business, which ia irregular and dependent upon the capricious views of the combination. 

"ON — Yabm. &U«* reported reach 2,299 b*J.<s egiiuat 2.7S9 for tbo preceding porio i ; making a total of 32.762 bale* to- tho year to date 



aa follow* 1—16-24;- 18,376 balea; 18-12 7.885 baloe; 3ti-42; 1 251 bales ; 50 Ac ; 416 bnl«» ; and Indian ; 4,918 bale*. 16-24 and 28-32 yarns are weaker, 
but there being little or no stock of 38-12 an advance bas bettn established. Out SniariMO. Hf lba small business ; 9 I be. A fair business has been 
done at former ratoa, and the demand seems to be well based as tbeae goods are steadily growing in favour. Vilvxts. More buaines 
I firm. Trias rr Rids and Victobia Laww quiet. 

WOOLLEN8 -No business ia reported, esc pt in Motfssxmvas. 

METAL8.- -Slight improvement with small but steady inquiry. s— 
8UOA.1..— White lm; Formosa brown weakened by arriTals. Quotations slightly lower. 
KEROSENE.— Sal.-s bar,, been chiefly of damagr-l. Market slow and uncertain. 8took 726,000 cases. 

133 lba. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollar* Mexican = 811 1 

— — 



COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American. 40 yda. SO in. 14 lba. ... 
Prints, assorted. 24 M 30 „ 

i (cotton) 

881 yds. 39 >n. 7 lba. ... 
38* m 68 8* „ ... 
„ „ SH* „ 46 ,, 9 ,, ... 

T. Cloth, 32 in. 7 lba 

8 „ 

Turkey Reds, 24 yds. 30 in. 

.. .. 24 
.. .. 24 
24 

Velvet* (black) 35 
Victoria Lawns, 12 
Cotton Italians, 36 



30 
90 , 
30 
IS , 

42 , 
22 

43 i 



- @ 21b*. 
21 ,. 
2i .. 

8| & 3 lbs. 



COTTON YARN'. 



9 24 
English 



1G 
SO 

28 (fr 32 
88 



:: SE-a* 



No. 10 •<• ... ••• 

,, 12 ... ... 

.. 14 

ii 10 f« •-• • •• 

ii 18 i.. ... ... ... 

iso ... ... ... ,,. 

,. 22 

» «♦ 

,, 30 ... at. ... ... 

WOOLLENS AND MIXTURES. 

, 40 yda. 32 in 

' , assorted, 7 lba. 

,. 8 to 6* lbs 

„ 8 lba. ... ... ... 

Camlet Cords, 80 yda. 32 in 

Cloth, all wool, 54 fl 04 

„ Ptlota, 64 @ 64 

„ Presidents, 54 ft 04 

„ Union, 64 A 66 .. 

Italian Cloth. 32 in 

Lustres and Orleans (Sgnred). 30 yds. 31 in. 

(plain), 40 ft 42 yds. 32 
i do Lsine (plain A stripes), 24 yds. 



i (plain A St 
(figured) 

8UOAR. 



in. 

31 in. . 



Jimpsli. No. 1 
Khihpah, ,. 2 
Kokfah. „ 3 
Kungfun, „ 4 

. 5 



M RTAL8 *>. 

Iron, Flat and Round 

., Aaaorted Nail-roda, (aaaortod) 

,, Pi»5f **• •■• ••• *-■ 

Lead. Pig ... ... 

Quicksilver 

Stt-el. Saredish 

Tin Plate* 

I Oil ... ... ... ... 



0.0241 • 10 yds. 

0.0241 „ „ 

0.0043 ., ,. 

0.0281 „ ,. 

0.0281 „ „ 

0.0321 .. „ 

0.0241 „ ., 

0.0241 „ ,. 

0.0241 „ „ 

0.0241 ., „ 

00241 „ „ 

0.0643 ,, „ 

0.0321 ,, ,. 

0.0548 *. ,, 



DUTY PAID. 



PBICH »T WHICH 
UUI IIAVX BBXM 



- V pc 



1.85 ft 2.05 
2.17* ft 2.67s 



g 33.00 V- pel. 



1.6077 V pieul. 




0.0966 %> 10 yds. 
1 1.6077 » pieuL 

0.0966 f 10 yds. 

| O.nu ander S3 tn. to 
i* O.Mlt exceeding Se In 
I In width #• 10 jrtw. 

0.0965 f 10 yds 



0.8218 ? picnl. 



0.12 



0.0966 V P»«»l- 
0.0005 ,. „ 
0.04>i2 „ „ 
0.2672 „ „ 
1.9292 ,. „ 
1880 ., „ 

J19 ypicul. 



« 4260 ,. 



-*pair 



017* 6 0.17* 



17.99 f 

7-80 « 

fl.30 ft 

6.60 g 

4.80 ft" 

4.00 " 
8.90 



840 

7.80 
6.80 
6.20 
6.20 
4.10 
4.00 



▼ pel, 




$2.55 


ft 


3.60 


1.00 


ft 


2.76 


0.111 « 


0.12 


1.40 


(* 


1.90 


1.70 




2.30 


2.10 


\ 


2.60 


1.40 




1.80 


1.80 










1.35 


f 


1 GO 


1.40 


1.70 


1.50 




1.70 


1.C0 




3.16 


7.75 




9.00 


0.731 ■•« 


0.93 


0.10 
1.60 


1 


0.16 
2.00 



24.50 

26.00 

26.60 ft 28.00 

28.76 

28.00 ft 29.60 
29.00 ft 30.50 
31.00 



15.50 
0.40 
0.40 


817.00 
■ 0.48 
® 0.48 


4.00 


ft 


6.00 


0.80 


ft 


1.60 


0.80 


ft 


0.60 


0.60 


ft 


0.70 


0.36 


0.60 


0.26 




0.40 


4.00 




4.76 


6.50 




6.70 


0.161 
0.26 




0.18* 
0.40 



$2.70 ft 13.15 

2.76 @ 3.80 

1.40 ■ 1.66 

6.80 1 8.00 



3.80 ft 4.65 
0.00 ft 0.36 
1.58 &. 1.68 



MM 



400 
3.2S0 
3,000 



1.600 

325 
176 
126 



126 



6,600 piece* 



Btock 90,000 ptctiU. 



Stock 718,000 c«e* 



80 



THB JAPAN GAZETTE. 



STAPLE EZPORTS. 

8II,K,— Our la«t issue was dated 28nd ulto.. since when buying ha* gone on slowly, settlement* b-)ing about 270 bale*. Arrivals keep exceeding 
■ales, ud *tock of nil kindu U now estimated at 1,000 bales. The oourse of prices may be briefly summed up by remarking that there is bo change 
whatever. 

Demand for native use is reported to be falling off, but as yet holders show no signs of weakness. Japanese appear inclined to ship on their own 
account especially to America, and it is expected that their shipments pur Oceanic to-morrow will exceed loo bales ; this is exclusive of above reported 
settlements- It is to be regretted that a want of attention in reeling Filatures of suitable sites for the Continental and American markets is again 
, several of the parcels shown being too coarse in aUe for the one markot. and not full enough for the other. 

sJxpobt roa Sxahojc. 1879-«0. 1880-91. 

London 191 Bales. til Bales. 

France and Italy 887 .. 2&* „ 

United State* 100 ,. 127 „ 



i our last iasne of 



July. 
Settle: 



still 



and a Urge 

to 13,600 piculs 



TEA. — The in 
S.000 picula 
quotation*. 

The quality of the lenf this season is becoming daily more and more unsatisfactory ; an excessive amount of dust and 
all parcels of Tea grading under " Fine." 
proper manipulation of the raw leaf, 
an article which hits lost favour from 

decline in favour to an equality with low grade China Toung Uyaona. 

The Fleur. Cavil* for New York via Kobe and Suet Canal left this for Now York on the lit inst. having the S. 8. Canton fuUy engaged to follow at 
j£3.6t. for same destination. 

The O. 8. S. Co. steamer Agamemnon, due here on the lGth inat., will also load for New York at 43.10*. per 40 cubic feet. 



son ib owo iiing uaiij move una more unsutisiAciory ; an env-saive aiuount. or ausi una r>rotfl 
lo." and pointing out clearly that the producer* up country are becoming thoroughly oareles* 
They may discover their error too late and find out that it is muoh more difficult to re-est 
falling off in it* former standard of quality, and with an increasing export of Formosa Oolot 



n loaf is perceptible In 
or indifferent as to the 

J span Tea* i 



DESCRIPTION. 



81X1 1— 

Kayebachii U§! Hank* 

» ' H 

n «t 

s 0 H „ 
Kakeda* ; Med. to Best 
Filatures i Best to rxira 

TEA :— 

Common... 
Good Common ... 



*•■ ••* 



... •*• 



Good Medium 
Fine ... 
Finest ... 
Choice ... 



Awabi ... ... ... 

Beche-de-roer 

Bees -wax ... ... 

Camphor 

Chum Root ... Ml 

Coals, Japanese. 

Copper 

Cuttle Fish 

Oall Nut* 

aiaseog ( 70 a 80 pes. per catty) 



(100 a ISO 



Oil 



i, Fins out 
*■ Large green 
Sharks' Flna ... 
Sulphur 

Tobacco, Common 
Yegetabls-wax ... 



) ... ... 



... ... 



... ... 

... ... Ml 



PRICES PER PICUL. 



REMARKS. 



per picul. 



$ 610 to 610 

490 to (M) 

435 to 470 

590 to 630 

S50 to 080 

fiOO to 680 



f 17.00 and under per picul. 
18.00 to 2* 00 .. 



2<1.00 to 27.00 „ 
28.00 to 30 00 ,. 
31.00 to ?2 00 „ 
84.00 and upwards 

117.00 to $83.00 per pioul. 
• to 41.60 „ 
to 40.00 „ 
to 20 00 
to 2.40 „ 
to 6.00 per ton. 
to 18.60 per pienl, 
to 13.60 „ 
to 9.00 

to 0.78 per catty, 
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SUMMARY. 

npHB last issue of this Summary was dated 

L Angust 3rd, for despatch to America 

and Europe per O. A O. 8. S. Oceanic which 

left hers on ths 4th instant. The following 

mails have been sinoe received : — 

0. A O. 8. B»lei«, San P'oisco July 15 arrd. Aug. 5 
M M. 8. Folofl, Marseilles Jane 87 ., „ U 

M B ' S 'with^L^dOT'Mairc5 k Jul| t „ „ 10 
And the following have been forwarded i — 

4 

a 
la 

9th 



havo been received from China 
to the effect that Russia has pnt forward 
certain demands npon China which are to be 
enforced. Wo haTe no particulars, but as 
Russia has been pat to great expense by tho 
action of China, a money indomnity will, no 
doubt, form a chief condition. Tho Chinese 
loan bonds declined ten per cent, on the news 
becoming known. 

Tar troubles of China are internal as well 
as external. Li Hnng-Chaog, the most pro- 
minent Chinese of the day, and a man of 
signal ability and decision, is supposed to be 
regarded with jealousy and hatred by the 
court party, and his fall is not improbable. 
The character of this notable statesman, his 
influence, and the probable effect of his fall 
upon the fntnre of China as a nation, have 
been treated at length in a leading artiole to 
which we refer. 

NoTwrrnwisnrao the nominal steadiness of 
currency, rioe, the Japanese staple and stan d- 
ard of value, continues to increase in price. 1 1 
is absolutely nsoeasary few non-resident* of 
Japan who desire to understand one of the 
chief causes of trade stagnation in this ooun- 
try to regard the official exchange quotation 
as fictitious, and at variance with other 
evidences. Rice baa always been regarded 
as the sole measure of value : the taxes have 
been levied in rioe and the finances isgnklad 
accordingly. In the statement recently 
issued by the finance minister for a period of 
eight rent, 1868-7S, a table ie given •how. 
ing the ruling rates in Tokio for that article, 
the mean of which is yen 5.41 per koka, 
which includes heavy charges for transport 
the prodocing districts to the metropolis. 



O. A O. 8. 0»i— <r. Ban Francisco 

Bf . M. 8. TanaU. Marseilles ■ 

F.kO.8. Sand*. Hongkong ., 

The Froneh mail with London dates t 



July, Has left Hongkong, and ii due here on 



f 

The Tokio chamber of commerce estimates 
the average saleable valae at yea 4.48 ; and 
yen 5 is a fair valuation throughout the 
country. The crop of 1879 was large, and 
great quantities of rioe are held in store. 
The quotation of to-day is yen 12.10, 
which means an exchange for currency 
of 242 as compared with the official 
specie quotation of 137. From all parts 
we bear of great distress consequent 
upon the scarcity of food, and should this 
year's harvest yield as large a surplus as last 
year still the unwillingness of the owners to 
I part with their grain in exchange for currency 
higher value than 



f. 



I oStimate 



The financial statement for the year 
July.Junr, usually issued in June, has not 
yet been published for 1880-81. It is 
nuxiously looked for in tho hope that the 
minister is in a position to take some steps 
to restore confidence in the currency. The 
revenne of laat year was estimated to produce 
yen 55,000,000 and tho expenditure was 
placed at the sama figure. Whether, owing 
to the depreciation of currency, the govern- 
ment have been able to avoid a large deficit 
is a qnestion of vital interest almost equal to 
that of the amount of reran no to be < 
this year. 

Tn Iron Dike wna floated off 
the struck on July 30th 
to Hongkong for repairs. The French 

also took tho ground and was towed off by 
the UodetU, not without having sustained in- 
arte* which necessitate her being dockf d at 
okoauka. The Moderfs ia aaid to be i 
need of dooking, and she will shortly \ 
to Nagasaki for that purpose. The Vigilant 
sailed on the 19th for Nagasaki en rents for 
Cbsfoo accompanied by the Modette. She ia 
aaid to have only one paddle available, and her 
condition ia each that if she were a merchant 
vessel bar departure from this port could and 
would have been pro rented, 
accident occur to this vessel i 
China sea during the typhoon season, it is 
to be hoped that responsibility will neces- 
sitate the call to account of those who are 
acting ia defiance of the strongest expres- 
sions of public opinion which found 
simultaneously in all the for 
in Yokohama. 

The " balance of trade " which has boon so 
long quoted as a reason for the urgent revi- 
sion of the treaties, is, Japanese ministers, 
journalist*, and merchants are beginning to 
discover, largely in favour of Japan : but 
his excellency Iwakura, in a recent address 
delivered by him to tho nobles club, thought 
proper to ascribe the depreciation of the 
currency to the adrorac balance of foreign 
trade. Against misrepresentation of thai 
character uttered by a minister of 
eminence it ia difficult to 
fully. 

Tn report of the Hongkong and Shang- 
hai Ranking Corporation has been issued, 
and we hear by telegram that the result of 
the half-year to Jane 30th, ia mora than 
usually satisfactory. A' dividend of £1. 5s. 
per share ia payable, $100,000 will be carried 
to r eservo fund and $25,000 forward to next 
account. The resources of the bank will 
stand as follows : — Capital paid-up $. r >,000,- 
000; reservo fund $1,600,000; marine in- 
surance balance $200,000 ; in all $6,800,000, 
a sum that should suable the bank to extend 
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1 mingled dread and hate ; 
proof of extraordinary ability 
character, that ho has been 
post and power so long, fie 



grading JUttrles. 



LI HUNQ-CHANO. 



IT is certain that although Russia is ((train- 
ing her military and naval resources to 
the utmost, to get ready for combined attack 
— by sea and land — upon China, the councils 
of China become more and more discordant, 
and the highest officials (ire divided into two 
hostile camps. 

The feuds of put year*, though often sup. 
pressed for a while, are onco more aflame, 
and the two antagonistic parlies are so 
bitterly opposed to each other that the 
common enemy is disregarded ; no prepara- 
tions are being made against hint, and it is 
becoming possible that Russia, through the 
blind hatreds of tho reckless factions, may, 
at a critical time, obtain an easy and possibly 
unopposed triumph. 

Ever since Tseno-kwo-kan died, Li-huso- 
chano has been regarded as his legitimate suc- 
cessor. Ll has, however, — but not conse- 
quentially — been regarded by the court party 
and by the majority of officials, high and 
low, as an object 
and it is a sun 
and dominant 
able to keep his 

is accused of being ambitions, bnt undoubt- 
edly he has served the state loyally. On 
some notable occasions he might have upset 
the dynasty ; tho temptation was before 
i; he probably had the power and ho 
i imposed terms that at least would 
I him into dictatorship ; bat he let 
opportunities, one after the other, pass 
by nnused, so that no one has the right to 
yal projects. Li's history re fa ten 
fe. Bat although he has rendered 
of vast service* to tho Ta-ts'iho 
dynasty, he has always been a suspected man. 
Now Taua-iwo-rai rendered even greater 
to China than Lf hss done, bat a 
of suspicion was never uttered against 
him. Tsuto to the .lay of his death was 
revered aliko by Mancbn and Chinaman, and 
by consent was regarded ab the greatest sub- 
ject not of the age bat 
Too is a most eminent 
no jealousy, although he is known to 
desires for reforms, that would cat at the 
root of the chief provincial corruptions and 
abuses of the empire. Shen was another 
™«° " f "ko rank and equality of importance 
with Tso, and, like Tao, always eujoyed the 
fuTJ trust of the Manchu conrt, of Chincso 
officialdom, and of the Chincso people as 
well. But Li is always under strong and 
general suspicion ; in consequence ho has to 
suffer continual opposition, and there is in- 
cessant irritating attrition between him and 
his peers, fie is a man of fierce temper, 
harsh, vindictivo, insatiably greedy, and a 
nepotist whose abuse of power scandalizes 
oven Chinese officials, but as nearly all the 
high men of the empire have, in degree, 
similar moral defectiveness and absence 
of " sweetness and light," the common 
antipathy against Ll is not explained. 
I robably a true solution would be, that after 
tho deatb of Tbiso-kwo-m*. Li formed or 
headed the beginnings of a nationalist party 
amongst officials, high and low. Saoh a party 
baa abundant materials to its hand in the 
numerous secret societies which exist, whom 
formulated deaign is the re erection of a 
purely Chinese dynasty, the first step for 
which would be the expulsion of the Mas- 
80 that although Li has many el 



of weakness, Peking may yet be afraid to try 
conclusions with a possible, national leader, 
whose brother is Vieuroy of Unpen, nnd 
whoso adherents have been carefully distri. 
buted throughout the empire. 

For a time Li's position was strouger 
than it is now, ns Snrs-rAO-cnes arranged a 
pact between the two rivals Li and Tso, 
and it was faithfully observed as long as 
Shen livod. As soon na Shkn— the great 
Moderator of Chinese politics— died, the 
divergence be! ween Ll and Tso became 
manifest. A seeming trnce was made for a 
tiroo upon Chcxu How's return from Liva- 
dia, bnt at present the two chiefs of China 
are in open hostility- We have no reason to 
doubt what we hear from China, thnt the 
memorials presented to tho Empresses against 
Li — smoke proving the presence of fire — 
have had the sanction of T10, who is openly 
in league with the Einpornr's father, tho 
Prince of Cii'ux. The incident, which re- 
produces on a large scale some previous 
occurrences, is certainly of great, importance, 
and may be tho movement of the long impend- 
ing and radical evolution in Chiuese politics. 
In one or two weeks, as ovents nro now 
moving fast, wo will know whether the 
J urgent need of tho empire will induce the 
rulers of China to cast away all factious 
intriguos, for tho present at least, so as to 
nnite the forces of the empire against 
Russian attack, or, what at the moment seems 
more likely, the bitter feud will go on, and 
the empire will bo given ovor as a prey for 
Russia 

If the empresses should have courage 
onough to degrade Li by edict, we do not 
think be would resist the mandate. His 
position is essentially precarious. Almost 
all the high officials are inimical to him, his 
soldiers have on three or four occasions re- 
volted against his harshness, and, although he 
is a great name in the empire, he has always 
been distinctly unpopular and mistrusted. 
If Li should resist, he would probably bo 
opposed by every provincial governor except 
him of Hupeh, and though Peking is inde- 
fensible against a man who holds the Peibo and 
Tientsin forte, and has 70,000 well armed and 
fairly drilled soldiers undor htm, a revolt 
would soon become a mad enterprise. If 
Peking can nerve itself to issue the man date 
of degradation, we have no doubt Li would 
submit to it as to the inevitable. 

Some lime ago we received a letter from an 
official friend, who has had relations with 
some of tho most powerful Chinese rulers of 
the last two decades, Tshso, Shin, Tso, Li, 
Ma, Two, and others, and whose opportunities 
of observation have been many. We copy the 
letter, as far as is permissible, with the omis- 
sion of some names and references which do 
Our friond says 1 
think of attacking Japan, 
and fall well knows her weakness for any 
aggressive action. On tho contrary, Cbins 
fours attack, and the mandarins dread that 
the means of dofenoe in thoir hands are 
inadequate to bear any strain. At the same 
time, there is a strong reluctance to be led 
by Li and his following, who wish to make 
China strong for defenoo first, and then to 
indulge in alter thoughts. 

" Guns are to be ordered, Ac., Ac., bat the 
Chinese will assuredly go wrong in their pre- 
parations, because there is no tytUm. Nan- 
king will not order what Tientsin recom- 
mends, and Canton and Foochow will do just 
as they please. No power to 
formity yet exists. 
"I have no 

of any 



defensive system, and in this point differ 
widely from you. Even if Li han the power 
he claims, I question if he would do what is 
right. Ll has genius and is an extraordinary 
man, but his talont lion in politics. He is 
not a good administrator, he generally 
selects servile and bad officials for posts, and 
judged by ottr notions has not even a 
theoretical knowledge of war, as tee under- 
stand it- Ho is too proud and too conceited 
to take advice • • • recom mended him to 
obtain from • • • a competent professional 
administrative soldier of good rank, who 
would carry out improvements, and do what 
the Poles and Magyar refugees did in 
Turkey. But Li thinks he understands tho 
art of war pnrfoctly, and pooh-pooh'd the 
suggestion. I agree to * * * opinion 
that Ll has no military talent, and in case 
of a serious or foreign war would make 
dreadful mistakes. Li will spcud much 
money, and will probably got good arms, bat 
if he had to direct tho defence of the long 
coast and Formosa as well, against an invad- 
ing force supported by a good fleet, and 
commanded by an active general, Li would bo 
helpless. Tho officers of tho Chinese army 
would in a few days show their worth- 
lessness, and tho armies of China might 
dissolve into mobs. If, however, even at the 
last, Li would take, as he did in 1862 and 18433, 
a lot of foreign advontarcrs into pay — plenty 
are to be had from Europe and America at a 
bhort notice — an invading force will have 
a bad time, and experience checks and re- 
verses. Tho Chinese troops will have good 
arms, and will fight if they havo leaders, and! 
the navy will make itself unpleasant to aa 
enemy's fleet. In short, if China wants to 
defend herself, she must have foreign aid. 
Li wants to mako China into a strong mili- 
tary power, with himself as supreme leader, 
but he recoils from the first step, which is to 
got foreign soldiers of talent 

u The navv though far from perfect is more 
creditable than the army, and might hare 
been a fine force if Li had not again noted on 
his fundamental error, which is that he knows 
all about war, and is in fact the Moltko of 
the East. Li's overweening confidence 
would bring trouble to China, if she is 
vigorously attacked- As for SBBX, Tiso, 
Timg-pao-chbn and others, they are good 
civilians, but I think their ideas about for- 
eign war tactics, idiotic." 

Our readers have at any rato an unflatter- 
ing picture before them, and so far tho warn- 
ings are justified by events. That China 
should aot aggressively, is absurd now, bat 
her defensive preparation are also ridiculous, 
and Li seems to think his gun- vessels are fit to 
cope with the Russian fleet. The first clash 
will show that the alphabetical vessels are not 
aea going craft, and are only fit for attack 
when protected by other vessels, or for de- 
fence when protected by forts. 

If Colonel Gordon should take office he 
will have to begin in every way de nurt, and 
the most troublesome opponent he will havo 
will prove to be Li, whose fifteen or sixteen 
years of office, vast boards of money, and 
golden opportunities, have been squandered. 
The years, the treasure, the ohanoos — all ' 
been wasted. 



Li has had groat difficulties to 1 
but might and ought to have sc 
them. If power falls from htm, his revs 
will be just. His greed and vanity will havo 
ruined him. He has not deserved well of 
his country, and his fall may bring about 
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HIS EXCELLENCY TWAKURA ON 
FOREIGN TRADE. 



translate from tho Ch»ja BhirAun of 
5th tho following passsge: — 



w August 

" At a recent meeting of the Nobles' Clob, 
his Exoellenoy IwAEtnu, Udaijin, president 
of tho club, seid:— 'The importation into 
this country far exceeds in amount the 
erporUtion ; paper money has therefore IobI 
its value, and the 
a more 
before.' " 

The moaning of this passage in the original 
is, that consequent upon an excess of im- 
ports, the paper currency of Japan has 
depreciated, and the finances of tho empire 
are deranged. His Excellency IwiKiitu 
is the most eminent member of the 
Mikado's government, and his opinions 
upon state and publio affairs will probably 
command attention and be accepted in thoir 
fullest moaning by the people, more especially 
by those wbo are only partially acquainted with 
the real causes of the depreciation of satan 
and the financial difficulties which now besot 
the cabinet. For this reason, therefore, we 
feel it incumbent upon us to traverse the 
statements of bis Exoellenoy, io order that 
foreign trade may be relieved of the stigma 
sought to be oast upon it of being tho res- 
ponsible cause of the fatal decline of govern- 
ment credit. 

The grounds upon which his Excellency 
two in number j 1, that imports 
i; 2, that currency is 
oies 



the consequences of their own acts. 
There is nothing more opposed to tho com- 
mercial progress of Japan than tho persistence 
with which her ministers, and even her load- 
ing merchants,* misrepresent tho results of 
foreign trade. The beneficent effects of 
extended intercourse with the world : the 
incentive to industry arising from an in- 
creased demand for those commodities Japan 
can raise better than other countries, ami the 
consequent employment of the idle and 
vicious : the rapidly growing influence of a ] 
mercantile nation : tho increase of wealth : | 
snd the acquisition of abundance of tho . 
necessaries of life for the least expenditure J 
of toil ; these considerations, and tho count- j 
less blessings that spring from peaceful . 
intercourse with other nations, arc all ijrnor- ! 
ed by those who should bo tho guides of 
the common people, and to whom it is their j 
duty to explain the very converse of the doc- | 
trinos now enunciated by one of the highest j 
ministers of Japan. 

Happily for this country, the gentlemen to 
whom his Excellency Iwakuba addressed his 




twelve 
of 



to this 



i of trade for the past 

far as tbc 
is concerned, the 

it is in fsvour of 
if the previous eight years be 
of foreign commerce 
twenty-five millions 
into this country. There 
this the payments 
dnring years of 
, and'a net sum of $7,000,000 thon re- 
in favour of the people as the so- 
balanoe of twenty years' of foreign 
i that have accrued 
foreign intercourse 
with any approach to justice, be 
by the excess of imports or exports. 
Due consideration most be given to twenty 
years' expenditure of foreign residents and 
visitors, and the shipping that frequents the 
ports; to the large sums annually disbursed for 
wages to Japanese employes; for house build- 
ing ; -for purchase of land and its rental, snd 
the numerous other items of regular expendi- 
ture, tho full benefit of which is enjoyed by 
tho peoplo of Japan. These disbursements 
from 1800 to 1870 inclusive, cannot be over- 
estimated st seventy-five millions of dollars, 
a sum whioh at onee throws the " balance " 
vastly in favour of Japan. In fact, if there were 
no other evidences of the ad vantages of foreign 
trade, we might point out that in the suburbs 
of the foreign settlement of Yokohama alone, 
some 30,000 persons derive their daily sub- 
sistence from the crumbs that fall from the 
foreigners' tables. We cannot refrain from 
an expression of keen disappointment that an 
enlightened statesman, such as his Excellency 
Iwakpri professes to be, should be found to 
indorse in its fulloslaiid uiostdangerouscxtent 
the ignorant party ery originally raised to dis- 
guise the true cause of tho failure of govern- 
ment credit — bad financial policy — and to j 

relieve the responsible ministers of the Mikado the snpply ran short, then 



meaningless commonplaces cannot be deceived 
by the idle and false assertion that foreign .trade 
is tho reverse of beneficial to the nation. Every 
advance in the arts of modern civilization, a 
word frequently used by tho people of Japan 
without regard to its incongruity with tho real 
state of the country now and of twenty years 
ago, is duo entirely to foreign commerce. De- 
prived of her foreign trade which statesmen, 
merchants, and chambers of commerce seem 
to agree to denounce as injurious upon 
grounds dovnid alike of truth and justice, 
Japan would sink back into her former in- 
significance, snd disappear from tho list of 
nations. 

Foreigners have been too long silent, and 
have submitted too patiently to the misrepre- 
sentations of ignorance and prejudice. If, 
instead of accusing foreign trade of being 
tho oause of currency depreciation, his Ex- 
oellenoy bad pointed to the enormous sums 
of paper issued by tho finance minister, and 
the monstrous privileges accorded to the na- 
tional banks to inflate the currency at plea- 
sure, and had ascribed tho appreciation of all 
articles of domestic production to its true 
muse — an over-issue of inconvertible notes — 
he would have accused the government, the 
members of which are too pore and spotless, 
too talented and too patriotic, to have done 
anything thai could be injurious to Japan. 
The oaose of the national embarrassment, 
says his Excellency, is not a radically bad 
financial policy, it ia foreign trade that is 
responsible, for all the evils that havo fallen 
upon this country. This is, in offeet, what 
a minister of the highest rank has declared 
to an assemblage of educated men who, we 
trust, received the assertion with the derision 
it provoked and deserved. — Aug. 14. . 



rub the address of Mr. Godai. president of th.i 
to Sir John Pop* 



Hennessy. 



HIS EXCELLENCY 1WAKURA ON 
CURRENCY DEPRECIATION. 

EXCESSIVE importation has lessened the 
valno of paper money, said his Excel- 
lency but he omitted to state that tho execs- 
import is purely due to government re- 
What the government 



hare 



ai v 

quit'emonle 

imported they have paid for in money, 
snd how has that money been obtained ? 

sources of revenue, nntil 
by the issue of 



(1 silver coins being but tbo 
to represent the various objects 
e tho wealth of the country, the 
bling tho oountors would be, 



Hi 



ordinary 



kinsatsu so long as the people would accept 
them in payment for supplies, or specie 
could be purchased on tho markets. The 
quantity of paper thus issued, without 
any reserve for its redemption, wa* and- 
denly increased when the national banks 
bongbt pension bonds worth 30,000,000 you 
in September, 1878, from which date the 
appreciation of commodities began through- 
out the country. Satsu are in excess of 
the requirements of the people; there is no 
outlet for them ; holders nre willing to givo 
them away at a discount, and there is 
no limit to that discount while the issue of 
paper continues. These are tho real causes 
of the loss of valno of paper money, though 
bis Excellency is pleased to ignore them for 
tho purpuee of casting tho responsibility 
upon foreign trade. What is foreign trade, 
and what is its relation to money P 

Foreign trade is but an exchange of com- 
modity for commodity. Let us suppose 
this country to ex|mrt largely without 
importing in return any commodity except 
bnlliou, and to compel tho roteutiun of the 
bullion by prohibiting its re-exportation ; 
would this country be the richer for it? 
Mr. Moxobedien resolves tho problem in this 
way.— 

"Certainly not, Let ns work it out. There 
could be no increase of real wealth for tho 
bullion being in ovor-supply in respect to 
the commodities it represents would fall in 
value in the exact proportion of sonh over- 
supply ; in other words tho money prioe of all 
commodities would riso in that ratio. . . . 
Tho gold and silver coins being but tho 
counters used < 
that constitute I 
result of doubling 

not to increase tho wealth of the country, but 
Bimply to diminish tho purchasing power of 
the counters, and make two of them necessary 
to represent the same commodity which was 
before represented by one. " 

A simpler illustration of this msy be given. 
If tho money required to rarry out the inter- 
change of commodities in Japan should be 
ono hundred millions of yen in gold, snd 
tho government shonld bo possessors of vast 
Kupplies nf that precious metal and should 
issuo in return for commodities and labour 
supplied to the state another hundred mil- 
lions of gold yon, tho exportation of which 
is prohibited, tho country would not be 
richer ; two gold yen would have to be paid 
where one sufficed before; the currency 
wonld lie depreciated ; and under such circum- 
stances gold would suffer equally with paper 
promises to pay. 

The position of Japanese finance is this: — 
Tho currency consist* of n large but un- 
known snin of government promises to 
pay at an indefinite period their equivalent 
in gold coin. The government, therefore, are 
debtors for tho whole sum in circulation. 
And how did they become debtors? For 
every promise given to pay one gold yen 
they have received and used commodities or 
labour worth one gold yen ; they have had 
full consideration for every fraction they owe 
to tho people. The government for ten years 
past havo been great consumers : they have 
acquire.! rice for their promissory notes, and 
that rice has been sold abroad for specie. 
All the money that conld be obtained in the 
open market in exchange for saUu h.-is 
purchased and sent away from Japan. What 
for ? To defray the balance of foreign trail.- » 
Cortanly not, for the government never trade : 
provide ships of war aml^ mmhjjnt 



to equip an army 
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military police : in tho acquisition of 
largo supplies of wsr material : to con- 
struct railway*, telegraphs, dockyards and 
poblic works of other description* : in 
the maintenance of professors- for high, 
class colleges, and of skilled foreigner* 
in other brandies of tho civil service : 
for the expenses of legations and consulates 
abroad j and, in brief, every expense iiiaepnr. 
able from the creation of a nation ont of the 
rains of ita former system of government. 
His Excellency Okcma declares this great 
work has been performed and the cost defrayed 
oat of the ordinary revunne, with tho ex- 
ception of some twenty-six million yen; 
and if that is the case it reflects the highest 
credit upon the oxecotive ; bnt in whatever 
the liability for paper was incurred no 
i question the general principle that the 
government debtors have had an equivalent 
for every yen they owe to the people, 
and that uo responsibility whatever attaches 
to foreign trade for the natural decline 
of credit which was good so long as the 
amount of tho debt did not supply a currency 
in excess of the ordinary requirements 
of the nation. Our chief anxiety so far 
has been to refute the assertion so wantonly 
made, and to relievo foreign commerce from 
the imputations cast upon it. We now go 
farther, and repeat that in every respect 
foreigu commerce haa Iweu in tho highest 
degree beneficial to the empire. The revenue 
baa received at least thirty millions of silver 
dollars in customs duties alone. Any excess 
of importation as alleged, nasuming such an 
excess to be real, would be more than counter- 
balanced by the large aggregate sum of 
money disbursed by foreigner* in Japan, a 
c rcumatanco which has never yet been taken 
into consideration by the " balance of trade" 
theorists. 

These reasons seem sufficient to relievo 
foreign trade of the injurious charge made 
against it. It is in the extension of foreign 
trade that relief from financial embarrassment 
is to be sought. The policy has been and 
apparently still is, to limit importation, but 
nothing is said of increased exportation 
The advocates of the false doctrine of re 
duoed importation seem to forget or ignore 
the certainty that for every one hundred yen 
worth of foreign articles which, by prohibi- 
tion or increased duties, is prevented from 
coming into this country, one hundred yen 
worth of Japanese produce is prevented from 
going abroad, if the government will accord 
to the people freedom of trade, free coast 
carriage, and free intercourse with the men 
chants of the world, those difficulties of 
which tbe nation now justly complaine will I ( 



THE MAOHIGAISHO; ITS ILLEGALITY 
AND INJURIOUS INFLUENCES. 



TWO years ago the Japan Oa«tt« drew 
public nttcntion to an institution com- 
monly known as the Machignisho, which 
flourishes, in the full light of illegality, in the 
midst of tho foreign trade of Yokohama, and 
no donht of the other treaty porta also. The 
poaaibility of a revision of the trade treatios 
at an early period inducps us to revert to the 
subject for the express purpose of ngain invit- 
ing the attention of government to a series of 
abuses of the cxisloricc of which they arc pro- 
bably ignorant, but which most bo romoved 
if the trade of the people is to bo freed from 
the evil effects of an illegal combination of a 
few persons who have not the slightest claim 
to tho privileges they now unbloshingly 
exi 



upl 

soon be swept away. Permit tbe agriculturist I 
to aell his rioe for money — not paper — and 
an instant stimulus will be given to produc- 
tion. Tho exports of silk and tea and 
a few other commodities measured by an 
annual average sam of twenty millions of 
yen, will rapidly increase : there will then be 
an influx of capital which will for some few 
y<iars be applied in the restoration of the na- 
tional credit by payment of taxes in specie 
to be partly applied by the government iu the 
redemption of currency. The currency onco 
adjusted, capital, in Japan as elsewhere, must 
have an outlet, and as productions for export 
increase the import of commodities will 
increase in due ratio, and the trade of 
the empire will improve so speedily that 
Japan m , under reformed commercial 
policy, with some justice claim to rank 
as a commercial nation, a title to which, at 
present, sho has uot the shadow of a claim.— 
Au.j. 14. 



We have tried in vain to discover the 
principle upon which tho Mnchigsisho works; 
its organisation and list of members. No 
information can lie had direct from any in- 
terested parties, and we are compelled to 
full back npon the particulars furnished 
by those who have had some personal 
experience of the obstructive interference 
of the association. In brief, tho Machi- 
gaisho is an illegal association consisting 
of a number of men who have formed 
thpmselves into n close corporation for the 
pnrposo of levying imposts upon foreign 
imports and exports, ami for tho con- 
trol of all purchsscs from foreign mer- 
chants. This powerful syndicate has for its 
special objects the prevention of all friendly 
commercial intercourse between the consum- 
ers and producers and the foreign impor- 
ters and exporters resident in Japan, and 
tho suspension of that stimulus to trade 
which is called competition among bnyora. 
Some seven or eight, or perhaps nine, per- 
sona, styling themselves " the hoard of import 
merchants," pre-arrauge the rates at which 
purchases shall be made from the foreign 
importer, and deputo one or more buyers to 
act under their positive instructions. The 
iui|K>rter, however unwilling he may be to 
submit to dictation of this description, has 
no alternative: the price offerod possesses 
at least ono element of certainty — it will 
not be increased, but it may, and speedily 
too, bo decreased. Competition there ia 
none ; the rate has been fixed by tbe syndi- 
cate, and if it is not accepted there is no 
chance of othor purchasers unless under very 
extraordinary and nnosunl circumstances, 
such as a large and imperative demand for 
nsumption, combined with small stocks 
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advancing prices at tbe man uf to- 
con t res. To prevent the consumer 
gumitirig directly with the importer, all 
pu retinues made by thoso persons not mem- 
bers of tbe Maohigaisho are intercepted in 
transit from the foreign settlement ; Machi- 
gnisho Spies being posted at all tho bridges 
and thoroughfares leading out of the conces- 
«iou. These goods, the property of bond ji>l*? 
purchasers but non-members of the Machi- 
gauho, are not merely subjected to taxation, 
but their removal is prevented. Tbeowuer 
may protest, but when a policeman appears as 
tbe authority, a native merchant has no more 
to say. If, however, the person who first inter- 
feres, snd the policeman were interrogated as 
to the authority under which tbey acted, and 
the troth could be extracted, it would appear 

that the " board of import merchant* haa mostly of an inferior order, evoked no 
fanned from the local government tbe right | miuistorialremoostratioes, and callotl 
to tux all goods entering or leaving the 
.lament i 



these privileges, and that the sum disbt 
by them is said to be used for municipal pur- 
poses, although no each item is to bo found ia 
tho accounts of the Kanagawa prefecture or of 
the imperial government. Tbs collection, of 
the tax (which we are informed ia equivalent 
to about one-third of one per cent, on the 
assessed value), is secondary to the main 
object of the syndicate — tbe sbsolute control 
of tho foreign import trade for their 
individual benefit The member* of tho 
combination are swar* that if the consum- 
er could once deal direotly with foreigners, 
and acquire practical knowledge of the 
prices at whioh they sell yarn and shirtings 
and buy silk and tea, tha occupation of 
the syndicate would be gone for aver, and 
the laitori, or brokers, who have for years 
exploited tho whole of the foreign trade for 
their own purposes, and at the expense of 
buyer and seller alike, would find their in- 
fluence weakened if not absolutely destroyed. 
It may be urged that the foreign merchant 
has in his hands effective weapons with 
which to successfully combat tbe oppressive 
nature of the combination which limits 
his business operations and deprives him 
of any prospect of profit. But any mer- 
cantile firm that should venture to resist 
tho decrees of tbe Maohigaisho would be 
at once isolated, and ita business suspended 
by so order providing that nntil the offending 
firm has made due submission the syndicate 
will prevent any business whatever being 
done with it. As we have explained before, 
the influence of the syndicate is so potent that 
nono care to risk the little business tbey are 
permitted to carry on, virtually upon suf- 
ferance, by resisting the powors that bo ; and 
ss foreign merchants compete to sell there is 
no hope of united action on their side. This, 
then, is an outline sketch of the Maohigaisho 
and ita influences. 

The foregoing statement* are not mere 
idle assertions. We pat tbsm forward npon 
what we firmly believe to be truthful in- 
formation received from Japanese of great 
respectability, who resent the existence of the 
Macliigaislio as bitterly as foreigners do : and 
the knowledge we have of tbe consternation 
with which our former exposure of the 
practices of tbe Machigaisbo was received by 
the members is moral proof of the substantial 
truth of tbe accusations now made by us. 
If we have exaggerated we are open to cor- 
rection : we oballenge investigation into or 
denial of tbe truth of tbe o barges we make ; 
and we unhesitatiugly deoounoe the Maohi- 
gaisho as sn association directly injurious to 
Japanese commerce, and in open contraven- 
tion of the letter and manifest spirit of the 
various treaty engagements entered into by 
the Japanese government. The treaties all 
contain clauses of similar tenor framed to 
prevent interference with trade, the Istost of 
which, from tho Austro-Hungerian treaty 
with Japan, we quote : — 

"Article XII. — All goods imported by 
citizens of the Anstro- Hungarian monarchy 
into one of the open ports iu Japan, on 
which tho duties stipulated by the present 
treaty have been paid, m.iy — .viiethor they 
are iu the poeseasioii of Anstro- Hungarian 
citixeua or of Japanese subjects — be trans- 
ported by the owners into any part of the 
Japanese empire without the payment of any 
tax or transit-duty whatever." 

In tho early days of commercial relations 
with Japan tho interference of officials. 
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i devoid of ambignitv. The London 
signed June 6, 1862, in according 
Dt of the Britiih government to the 
nt of the opening of Niigata, 
I logo, Ac., went on to say that, — ' Her 
Majesty'* government expect that the tycoon 
and hi* minister* will execute, in ell other 
respect*, the stipulations of the treaty. 
And that they will •peci6cally do away with 
and abolish ' : — 

" 5. — All restrictions limiting the closaes 
of persons who shall be allowed to trade 
with foreigners at the porta of Nagasaki, 
Hakodate and Kanagawa. 

" 6.— All restrictions imposed on free in- 
terooarse of a social kind between foreigners 
and the people of Japan." 

These conditions " which indeed," Kaki, 
Hum ill added, " are no other than those 
which they are already bonnd by treaty to 
fulfil," are, possibly unknowingly, violated by 
the existence of the Maobigaisbo. If that 
institution pays to the local government a 
■Dm of shout one hundred thonaand dollars 
per annum for a licence to tax aH foreign 
goods in transit to the interior of Japan, the 
Aostro-Hnngarian treaty stipulation is bro- 
ken : and the mere fact that this licensed 
association does restrict the class and number 
of persons allowed to trade with foreigners is I 
proof, or at least forms strong prima facie 
evidence, that the conditions of the London 
protocol are entirely disregarded. 

We make this complaint to the Japanese 
government to whose notice we present what 
we believe to be sufficient reasons for a 
searching investigation into an intolerable 
abuse. No hope of extended trade can be 
indulged in while these birds of prey the 
members of the Mochigaisho arc permitted 
to tax importer, producer, and consumer 
alike. The whole profit of foreign trade is 
absorbed by these persons whose combination 
we denounce, and into which we ask for in- 
vestigation. No proper suitable commercial 
intercourse can arise between foreigners and 
the people of Japan until the illegal opera- 
tions of the Machigaisho receive their death 
blow from the rulers of this country whose 
commerce bss been too long hampered and 
confined for the benefit of a parcel of 
7. 



corvettes able, in good weather, to crawl a 
knot or so faster, are afraid to make com- 
plaints about a matter that is a scandalous 
public injury. Probably the admirals in com- 
mand were also afraid of being snubbed 
by Mr. Smith, and in consequence did 
not disclose to him their secret misgi rings 
about the competence of the ships, one and 
all, for anything but harbour duty. It was 



The facts are :— The English 64 ton gun, 
with a charge of SO pounds R. L. G. powder, 
projects a 115 pound shell at an initial rate 
of 1,458 feet, and nt 9.* elevation has a range 
of 4,800 yards. 

The English 4) ton 7 inches gun, with a 
charge of 14 pounds of R L. G. powder, at 
10. 10 elevation has a range of 3,800 yards. 
The English 64 pounder, with a charge of 



full time that some one having neither fear of > 8 pounds, has, at 10." elevation, a range of 
the M. P. for Westminster or his successor, 3,600 yard*, A few guns of this class now 
nor compunctions for the deplorable experi- carry 10 lbs. charges, with better results in 
ments of Mr. Rikd, should speak out, and proportion. 

urge upon unwilling cars, the fact that H. ! The Russian breech loading steel cannon 
M. floot in these waters was a collection of of 6 300 inches bore, weighs 95$ cwt. By a 



obsolete and useless vessels. 

At least, H. M fleet which costs so heavily, 



powder charge of 25 pounds, the shell of OC 
to 100 lbs. is propelled at an initial velocity 
and from which so much is expected, ought | of 1 < SU f «" P° r second. At 10 degrees ele- 
to bo on an equality with the war ships of *»|£ 0 " tnB K on h »" 14 r * n K» of S' 600 J*** 



other maritime nations. To compare our 
ships with the new French men-of-war is 
scarcely fair, as France at a vast expense 
has constructed an entirely new fleet 
for a special occasion, for which, that speed 
and offensive power may be secured, every- 
thing i lee is subordinated. The German vessels 



The Russian gun of 0-inch bore weighs 
75] cwt The powder charge is 20 pounds, 
the shell weighs 80 pounds, the velocity is 
1,680 feet, the range nt 10 degrees is 5,406 
yards. Our figures arc approximate, and 
mar be incorrect by J or 1 per cent. 

We know to our sorrow the results of 



the Vineta excepted, of new classes, but ' pitting English frigates of 1,200 tons— armed 
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H. B. M. NAVY. 

WE are most happy to be assured that 
at last, the British government hsve 
become aware of the alarming and incurable 

deficiencies of H. B. M.'s fleet on this station, 
and that, with all speed, a new fleet worthy 
of England will be sent out. The first 
instalments : Comui, Cnraeoa, Cleopatra, and 
the flag-ship Nel$on, are satisfactory vessels , 
if the remainder of the squadron pro- 
mised are vessels also adequate for all pur- 
poses of war, cruising, or convoy duties, our 
trade will be in all ovente carried on with- 
out undue interruption. 

We take credit to ourselves for help- 
ing to bring about the long desired re- 
form, as in spite of remonstrances ad- 
dressed to us by unwise though well 
meaning people, we printed the strictures 
on tbe shameful composition of Admiral 
Coon's fleet, and took care that those justifi- 
able complaints were sent to fit people at 
home. The officers of our 



navy, who know 
r.aoe is six knots, and of lumbering sloops and 
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the German admiralty has not been under 
the disagreable necessity of having a numbor 
of bod vessels, bad from the first, to wear 
out at tho remotest distance possible from 
home ports. Tho United States ships of war, 
Richmond, Ticoudernya, >watafa, arc all . 
powerful and efficient vessels, fit for any ■ °' Naf 
required purposes. But what concern* us ' 
most is the Russian fleet, which is becoming, 
on account of itn power and special composi- 
tion, an object of anxiety to the British 
authorities, and to the British community. It 
is made up of one very powerful ironclad. 



and carrouodes, against 
of 1,600 tons, armed with 
lers. Only ten years ago we 
nagnifioent French artillerymen 
Inel with German soldiers, whose 



tbe M 

thickly plated 
uld not 



swift ship, heavil 
whose guns the 
resist fo 



H armed, 
Iron Duke 
three minutes. The 



guns had ranges of 2,500 metres greater than 
Icon bronco cannon. 
Our offioers and men are able to maintain 
our honourable traditions, bnt should not- be 
com polled to go into action with inferior 
weapons. We do not ask for superiority, bat 
have a right to expect equality. The cost of 
oannon is a small item, not 5 per cent, on the 
value of a steam man-of-war, and although 
Sir J. WmrwoBTH has remonstrated and Sir 
W. AsilsTROsa has demonstrated that England 



other three Russian ironclads — Pojartky, [ "twelve years behind other European nations. 
General Admiral, Due d'Edinbourg—nro also ! "« change has been made, to rectify our 
powerful vessels that can be faced by, admitted defect*. Yet we know, that at a 
ironclads only. So far we have only the really small outlay, the C<mu* for instance, 
Nelson, which is not nearly so power- could have been armed with eight 100 
ful as the Minin, though doubtless in P°ond K on "< which, with 50 pound charges, 
numerous important respects has points of would hurl shell at a speed of 2,000 feet, i 



superiority. Then come the Russian 
veltss, Natednik, Zabiaea, Spe., a 



oor . j with a range of over 11,000 yards ! 



fsst : 0° r readers will, we hope, agree with us 
under' steam and most efficient unaer canvas, \ t°»t the false confidence of our authorities is 
and these admirable cruisers are supple- ! wry surprising, and justifies tbe present 
men ted by the Aeia, and others of her class, ' remonstrance. — Any. 5. 
oapable of steaming 14 to 14} km 
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armed 

with long range guns, and able to keep the 
sea under steam for a month at a time. 
Evon the Comue cannot cope with those 
vessels in speed. 

To show now justifiable our warnings were, 



JUDICIAL OATHS. 



HE action of Mr. Chicle* Bkidlauoh, 
newly elected member of parliament 
we give to our reader, hgnrcs for comparing fo, Northampton, in refusing to subscribe 
the English with the Russian guns, and may the calltom , rT wtli pre|Hirat«ry to taking his 
at same time mention that the German navy <olU ,,„„ miw , d % qnwt j on ot mmo jmport- 
gnns are about equal to those of Abmtmc. wjth to th „ (ire<e ,„ t system of 

KolokUtow, while the French guns are only ^n,;™,^,,,, of judicial and extra-judicial 
about 5 topper cent, inferior. osutbs. The oath of parliament has been 

Tbe English gunboats, sloops, and corvettes ma dified at itany different times, the word- 

' ing of that now in nse being so framed as to 



are armed with a few 6} ton 7 inch gun* 
some 4i ton short 7 inch guns : and, mostly, 
with 3} ton C4 pounders. The first gun i* 
n powerful weapon, which lift* only 17C foot 
(10.7 |*r cent.) per second inferior initial 
*|ieed to tbe Russian guns. The light 
7 inoh gun, an excellent rifled howitzer, is 
only good for »hort ran^e, and the 64 pound- 
er is an obsoleto gun, as much so as tho Sni- 
der of 1867 is to the Martini of 187C. For 
instance a* in most cases the English 64, 
pounder may have to be pitted against the I .* f-f °« th of ■» 

Russian 100 nouuder or 80 ounnder it will mm P ,e t<,r ™ 

, pwuuuer or ou poll , ^ f^Qf,,! iw^t llu<l »urgisnu> vw n«r jiijiw; 

be well for our authorities to get a little in- "Qu«<m Victoria, her heim and mm.mr*. »t*l. 
formation on the matter from our columns. •■ h* to Ut. So help me W 



suit all members whether or not belonging to 
the church of Kngland* : while (jankers, and 
other persons who have conscientious objec- 
tions to the oath are permitted to make 
afTirmatinnin lien thereof. Mr. Bbadmuoh had 
no conscientious objection* ever contemplated 
when the parliamentary oath was framed. Ho 
first refused to take the oath, bnt subsequent- 



u>euutc« is in tho following 
I, A.B., tin swear that I will I- 
and bear true allegiance to h«r Jlsji-oty 
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ly expressed liig willingness to perform s 
ceremony bo candidly acknowledged had 
no binding effect upon his conscience over 
and above tho ordinary truthful asseveration. 
We only refer to theae details here for the 
purpose of pointing ont tho bitter sarcasm 
implied in Mr. Bium.attoh's vacillations. Onr 
taak is to show that the uso of ontbs in most 
cases is a species of profanity that cannot too 
soon bo checked, and our courts of Inw 
purged from the senseless mummery which 
provokes the ridicule and contempt of nil 
persons of educated and refined minds who 
are compelled to submit to it, or to be present 
daring its performance. 

Wo do not wish to imply that tho oath 
should be wholly done away with. We 
are quite aware that, however abused or 
perverted by ignorance and superstition, an 
oath has in every age boen found to supply 
tho strongest hold on the consciences of men, 
citbei* as a pledge of future conduct or us n 
guaranty for the veracity of narration ; and 
as readily do we ndmit tlio truth of the 
maxim, Jurats e»t Deum >u ttutem i'vcar>>, el e*l 
aeliu diciui ctilltU. There are cases in which 
tho solemn administration of an oath is not 
only justifiable, but proper; as when :t priso- 
ner is on trial for murder, or for trcasormblv 
betraying his country; or other crimes so 
abhorrent to mankind that limy who bear 
testimony against the accused should do 
so under tho most binding moral obliga- 
tion within the power of humanity to 
impose. In the ordinary affairs of life 
the use of the oath could be dispensed 
with without interfering with the due ad- 
ministration of justice; and wheu we re- 
cognize the fact that the form used is the 
same in a trial for murder as it is when Tom 
sues Dick for two dollars and a half, the 
absurdity of its retention, in civil causes at 
least, becomes palpable. 

The proceedings iu an ordinary court of 
justice are familiar to all. The witness is 
called into the box, and a constable ap- 
proaches with a greasy aud disreputable 
looking volume, which may be a bad transla- 
tion of a French novel so far as any of tbe 
parties concerned know or caw. The judge, 
secretly disgusted nt the exhibition, instantly 
becomes absorbed in the study of a work of 
reference, or in tho earnest perusal of the 
pleadings, while the following conversation 
ensues : — 

Constable (to witness). " Are you a Catho- 
lio or Protestant?" 

Witness (very uncertain). " ProtesUnt, I 



i (hands to witness the disreput- 
able volome abovementioned). " Then take 
this book tbe evidence yon snail give to 
tho court shall be the truth the 'ole truth 
and nothing but the truth so help von God 
kiss the book." 

Tho witness with a shudder, not at tbe 
oath but at the command to kiss the book t. 
raises the dirty tome to his lips, by which act 
he is taken to impose upon his soul the form- 
meutma which prevents him from deviating 
from whnt tho form of 



f The kissing the book here, and the teaching 
tho Brahmin's hand and foot at Calcutta, ana 

in dii-rent countrie*. are no part of the ontli. but 
s only i"»v>«n«ni»s invented to add tho gnwttr 
enmity to iu ■ taking of it, and to express tho 
a**>nt of th-- parry to the oath when he docs not 
repeat the oath itiwlf ; but the swnsring in all of 
th. m. be tb« extant tl foriu what it will, i* onlling 
<i.vi Almighty to be a wiine*s.-fl«t en *Vid«ii«: 
Cth ed. p. 65. 



tautology, describes as " the truth, the whole 
tmth, and nothing but tho truth." 

This proceeding to tho reverent and well or- 
dered mind is nu nwful mockery. The invoca- 
tion of the Deity to sanctify the testimony to 
bo given about a trumpery claim for money 
or money's worth is, if it moans anything at 
all, blasphemy of the worst description ; and 
more especially so, when it is dono in all deli- 
beration, under sanction of the law, but with 
absolute disregard of the solemn character 
of tho engagement entered into. 

Most of us resident in Yokohama have 
bad the pain of submitting to be brow- 
beaten by some yottthfnl member of the 
bar; some counsel "learned in the law" 
but void of courtesy and experience. How 
these young gentlemen, confounding im- 
pertinence with acumen, and venturing 
upon liberties they could not haxard 
under any other circumstances, dwell upon 
the oath. It is their mainstay when 
'badgering' a witness "Upon your oath, 
Bir," and " remember yonr oath — the solemn 
oath you have taken, sir," to a witness upon 
whose moral being tho oath is not a feather 
weight; and who gives his evidence in the 
same manner as he would testify to any 
serious occurrence in tho ordinary affairs of 
life. Happily this statu of things is ch inged. 
Our courts are presided over by judges, and 
the bar is represented by gentlemen ; never- 
theless the onth is a humiliation scarcely to 
be endured under ordinary circumstances. 

To the imperfectly educated, or wholly 
uneducated men, especially those rank weeds 
which grow so rapidly in the world's garden 
of morality, the oath possesses a sort of 
quti*i- mysterious influence to bo evaded by 
trickery, or by a enrapositinn with conscien- 
tious scruples. The men who arc so affected 
ere those who would have had faith in trial 
by ordeal; who wcmld have relied upon the 
hot iron or the consecrated crumb. The 
binding force of the oath u|K>n such 
men may well be doubted if not entirely 
discredited. We next come to those per- 
sons npnn whom the oath may have the 
effect it is popularly supposed to have. 
They are usually persons endowed with 
earnest religious impressions, a high sense 
of honour, or with a natural inherent 
love of tmth. The testimony of these 
men will icvarinhly bo truthfully given, and 
there is little donbt that those persons most 
affected by the oath are those to whom its 
administration is least, necessary. Our argu- 
ment, therefore, is that, in nearly overy oase 
in which it is used in courts of law. the oath, 
•part from it* profanity, is of doubtful va- 
lue. The man resolved upon falsehood will 
lie whether he bo under oath or not. The 
only deterrent in such cases is certainty of 
detection and foar of the penal consequences 
to follow. Wo cannot realise any state of 
things in tho ordinary concerns of life 
whore tbe oath is of valuo ; on the con- 
trary, it is an insult to the understand- 
ing : tho mode of administering it is 
revolting in the highest degree; ita bind- 
ing conscientious influence npnn those who 
know its meaning is not calculated to 
affect tho testimony such persons would 
give ; while its valuo iu other cases depends 
more upon the ponishmout awarded for per- 
jury than the moral obligation imposed by the 
oath. 

Some of the ablest jurists agree that 
tho modification of tho law permitting 
the substitution of affirmations for oaths 
was not merely a necessary but a wise 
measure. Witnesses may affirm to the 
truth of the testimony they arc nbout to 



givo and they do so nnder all the pains and 
penalties of perjury which, by tho laws of 
England, are sufficiently severe to render in- 
dictments for that offence comparatively rare. 
These reasons strongly support the wisdom 
of a still further amendment of the law em- 
bracing the abolition of oaths, except in cer- 
tain cases, and the substitution of declara- 
tions made with full knowledge of the con- 
sequences of falsohood. 

The administration of oaths in other mat- 
ters than oral ovidonoe may also bo reformed 
with advantage to public morality. Tho 
question has now been raised, and it is not 
improbable the pious sensibilities of Lord 
Chnncellor Sei.boese will lead to the removal 
of this stain upon our judicial system. — Ah>j. 



Jtfw 2 oolw and #etr fclttiotis. 



Tbis edition of Virgil's works (>) is it I 
which, apart from its merits as a scholarly 
translation, will bo found vory useful to all 
classes of readers, and a valuable addition to 
the lihrary of all workers in literature. 
Messrs. Lee and Shenard may bo oongre- 
tnlnted npon procuring the publication of 
tho work at a reasonable price. 

The name of the late John Conington was 
so intimately connected with that of Virgil 
that tho announcement of a translation by 
the learned professor was widoly welcomed. 
Tho JB»*i<l in verse, published in I860, 
proved, ho 
fail to ret 

and the classical moaning of 
English poetry. Tho toreeness 
ness of tho Roman epic is 
charm : one line has frequently required a 
quatrain at the hands of its translators, and 
even then the whole expression of the Latin 
poet has been lost to the renders of an Eng. 
lish versification. By tbis translation, 
edited by Mr. Syraonds from the manuscript 
of the late professor Conington, all difficul- 
ties to the true appreciation of Virgil are re- 
moved ; and the scholar is afforded assistance 
in the choice of apt phrases, as the following 
rendering will show : — 



satisfactorily tbe poetic fire 
" Virgil into 



cUraquo in I 
o similis, i 



Oe htimeroeque deo similis, u> tuque ipsa do 
Caesariom nato genotrix luroenqae inveatae 
I'lirpuroum at lseto* oeuli* adflaVat honores : 
Quale man o« addunt ebori decus aut ubi flavo 
Argeatum Partuave lapis cireamdarar aura." 

IM>. I. 

"Ont stood Xnoae, and shone again in tbe 
bright sunshine, his faeo and his bast tbe imago of 
a go>l, for hW great mother had shed graceful 
troaee* owr her son's brow, and tho glowing flash 

of youth, and had breathed the breath of beauty 
and gladness into his eyes, loveliness such a* th* 
arti*t's touch imparts to ivory, or when silver or 
Parian marble is enchased with yellow gold." . . 

Tho student may rely upon pure grammati- 
cal rendering; the danger and of making 
a silly mistake in translating " tristc lapns " 
will no longer lie the bane of tho school bov. 
Now that more nttention is paid to the 
elegant translation into English of the classi- 
cal authors, that thereby m.iy l». acquired the 
true appreciation of the senso ami beauties 
aliku of the origin*!, (lie nso of such a work 
as this by professor Conington may be allow- 
ed as an adventitious aid, oven in the hands 



(1) TS< Worltt of Viryil, translate! into English 
Prose, with an essay ott the English traual&tors 
of Virgil, bj John Conington. lata Corpus Protease* 
of Latin in the Uniformly of Oxford Kitted hv 
J. A fyuionds, lota fellow of Magdabm College. 
Oxford. Boston: VVillard ? 

Kelly * Co. 
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ol lower boys, instead of being Ubooed m 
wii the aee of the older untrustworthy 
"cribe:" whiUt the "sweet girl graduate* " 
of Girton will find more poety in their pages 
than in the verses of Dryden. It is, in our 
opinion, a better part of education to lead 
the minds of s to dents to an understanding 
of the best Greek and Tjatin authors, tbsn to 
warp the young idea, or to waste the energy 
of the ripe scholar by listless disquisitions on 
the force of the particles and adverbs, in or 
oat of composition. For this purpose pro- 
fessor Conington has dono good service The 
purity of the English, the attentive study of 
the phrases of his author, the retention of 
the conoise diction of the poet, are qualities 
that stamp the work as that of n master. 

It is not for us, even if space permitted, to 
quote largely from this book ; we prefer to 
give a specimen of the way the translator has 
dealt with his task, that they who wish to be 
further acquainted with the author may snek 
out his beauties for themselves. Thus when 
Juno (&nei<l lib. 1) mourns her thwarted 
efforts to crush the wandering Trojans : — 

" And ins I to giro up what I have taken in 
band, baffled, nor bare power to prevent the king 
of the Teueriaiu from reaching Italy — beeaase, 
forsooth, the Pates forbid me t What I was Pallas 
•traog enough to born np utterly the Grecian fleet, 
and whelm the crews in the sea for the offence of 
a single man. the frenzy of Ajax, Oilena' son Y 
Aye, aho with ber own hand launched from the 
clou da 
and turned 



Robert Lowe, Arthur L. Perry, aud Augustus 
Mongredien place implicit reliance. If, there- 
fore, we find nothing original in the Pint 
Principle* of Politiral AVonomy, ( s ) it is because 
the author has confined his work to a brief ! rican guarantee 
yet clear and concise elucidation of tho bases . is paper. With 



notes may be issued to given amounts guaran- 
teed by the government. In all other respects 
the regulations are similar, and there is only 
one distinction between the two — the Ame- 
is money; the Japanese 
America the redemption is 



Jove's winged fire, dashed the ships apart, 
rued up the sea-floor with th« wind— him. 
r out the flame which pierced hla bosom. 



blast, and impaled on a rock'a 
walk the sky as its queen 



she osoght in th 
point — while I, a 

Jove's stater and consort both, am battling with a 
single nat ion then* many years. And are there 
any found to pray to Juno » dmty after this, or lay 
on ber altar a suppliant's giftr" 

—The translator follows Use text litorallv, 
and at the same time equals the original in 
poetic fire. And so through the whole work 
of the AEnM, to tbe final struggle that ends 
it with the death of Turnt 

he is equal to 



The work is not quite complete; here and 
there in places lines are wanting in tbe 
translation, even where the omission is not 
noticed by the editor, and tbe seventh book 
of tbe &>ieid is shorn of the last 176 lines. 
But errors are few ; and we have donbt 
whether we should class as one the rendering 
of " Incipe, parve puer, ritu oognoscore ma- 
trem :" (Eel. TV. 60) as—" Begin sweet child, 
with a smile, to take notice of thy mother " 
— or whether to consider the authority of Mr. 
Coington to have settlod a long vexed ques- 
tion : but we are certainly in favour of the 
other senso of the ablative in this place, as 
that sense would agree better with the suc- 
ceeding lines," cni non risere pa rentes, nee 
deus nunc meusa, dea nec dignata cubili est." 
If the meaning of run is teilk a smile, the 
ems to have been guilty of a w» fqai- 



free 
any 
Tho 



of n science which has for its object the hap- ! real ; with Japan the guarantee to redeem is 
piness of tho greatest number of mankind. I met by the issuance of government paper in 
The earlier chapters of this little work are I lieu of the national bank paper. In the first 
confined to an elementary explanation of 
tho principles of commerce and labour. 
It proceeds upon the broad ground that com- 
merce ia universal not national : — 

" The nations of men are of one blood and 
constitute one family. 

" All the face of tho earth, with its great 
diversity of rcsouroes and productions, is 
givon to the one human race. 

" Tho blessings which the earth has to 
yield are developed in largest measure as the ! gold eagle wonld bo, a quid pro quo for 
people of every land devote themselves to the tho butcher's meat : yet it will serve as a 

medium of oxcliange, while men have faith 
in the government. Bnt let tbe suspicion 
arise that the government can not or will not 



case tho debt is paid ; in the i 
is transferred, but not paid. 

We make the following short extracts from 
tho chapter on paper money The thoughts 
are not new, but they are clothed ia simplo 
and familiar language. 

" Ton owe your butcher ton dollars, and 
give him a greenback in payment. You are 
released thereby, but the government is now 
the debtor in yonr place. It is not itself, as a 



production of those forms of wealth for which 
their country is best adapted. 

" Tho happiest distributions of those bless 
ings is secured by intercommunication and 



free as possible 



mutual exchanges, made as 
between all 

And that these are true principles we 
implicitly believe. In the words of the great 
organ of English opinion, The Timet, " Wo 
do not argne the earth is a globo — we do not 
argue free trado." Our author characterises 
as false and dangerous doctrines, the stock 
cries of protectionist and reciprocitarian par 
tisana that " Nations are natural enemies to 
each other ;" " In trade, one nation can gain 
only what another nation has loat ;" " A 
nation's wealth is increased only as monoy is 
brought iu and held fast ;" " Better to give 
two dollars which remain in the country for 
a commodity, than only one dollar which goes 
the country." 



out of 
led to the 



•ays Dr. Chapin, 
on all 



sought to build u| 
breaking down that 
absurd laws were 



build up its own industry 



and 




But in spite of ( 

take the highest 



is upon 
solid t 



to be 

the objects of serious attack, 
theories are capable of demonstration so far 
tbey approach the borders of exact 
:e, and seem to partake more of that 
than of tho empirioal argument* 
which tbe advocates of protection rely, 
new work traverses afresh the beaten 
the evidenoea of each year prove the 
less of the principles upon which such 
as Stuart Mill, Fawcott, Bonuuy Pries, 



upon 
Ever 1 
path 



things the people should and what they 
should not consume, and resisting or 
ing all the natural laws of trade. 

In those opinions Dr. Chapin is supportod 
by a writer of signal power and ability, Mr. 
Augustus Mongredien, who says : — 

" And if we continue to carry out the 
principle to its logical results, we finally 
arrive at a state of things which in primitive 
times did really exist, viz., that in which 
each family lived on their own farm produce, 
and in clothes of their own spinning 
and making — a sUto of things in which 
there would be no imports, and which 
would afford complete protection against 
foreign competition." 

Chapter IV is devoted to a wonderfully 
clear exposition of banks aud paper money. 
The national banking system of the United 
Suites is accurately described, nnd we ran 
see how closely Japan has followed the 
example of her mighty inslruclor without 
having the energy, tlio trade, or the resources 
to carry the scheme to a successful Us no In- 
deed the national bunks of both countries are 
indention! in constitution ; they invest u pro- 
portion of their capital in government bonds, 
upon tho deposit of which in the treasury 



fulfil their promise, and the purchasing power 
of these paper slips at onea declines and 
quickly comes to nought, as did the Con- 
tinental money and the paper money of the 
Confederate State* ..." While paper 
money may be a convenient medium of ex- 
change, it can never nerve as a tianda'd of 
value. Its promise must be expressed in 
terms of real money, Aollir$ ; and a dollar 
means a specified number of grains of silver, 
a defined substantial value. 

"Governments, whether republican or mo- 
narchical, when onoe they have begun 
to issue paper money, are under strong 
temptation to go on increasing its volume, 
till its redemption is impossible. It is said 
that no paper money issued by a | 
on its own credit alone has 



We have no further room for 
from a work we commend to all 
to obtain an insight into the first 




Numerous works have been compiled to 
assist in simplifying ordinary mercan- 
tile reckonings, and to obviate as far as 
possible the risk of error arising from want 
of practice in such calculations. There are 
the admirable exchange tables of Rotter, and 
separate treatises on interest, commission, 
freight, and bullion, but the book before us 
is probably tho most comprehensive and use- 
fnl we bare had the pleasure of seeing (*). 

The contents arc divided into four parts ; 
rupees, sterling, dollars and taels, and bul- 
lion ; each part being sob-divided into tables 
for interest, commission, exchange, freight at 
40 and 00 cubic feet per ton, and bullion 
shipments from nnd to various countries. 
The great utility of this work can bo beat 
shown by a few examples. 

1. StKi.-l.lNii IVlSKLsI. — Required to find 
tho interest due on £1117 at per cent, per 
annum from 1" November Ui January lit. 

y ir by Go 1 dnjs^OCUOl 



(3) M,rck,i.<lt' n«idtrt I. 
for calmlatiny inltrrtt. fommuu 
r\nsijr« tiWirten India Km-jlnnd, 
ttrrtiNi?, and 



frriyhl nnd n- 
'jmi LVoittl. is VTififfi 
d> thutr tkt Tyile* of 



(2) FirH Prineipla of Puhlural Heonomy, conciittd 
prttrt\tcd fat tkt aw of cXautt ia JUja »:/uh-Ij any 

academic By Aaron L. Chapin. D.D., President «<*•"•?« ,«»<' l"^e» °f bMion. By Uanekji K»v*„ji 

- "~ ?h* &• s& • ' c ° i mar 
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, 16. 4. Ml 

IS. 6. 2.WJ 
10. S.40 
1. 0.84 



JU. 0. 10. 3.21 



xjuired tbe amount of 
due on £747.18.8 at 3[ per cent. 



4 7*li 

7 



.18 



£ 24. 1. 0. 

4. 6. 2.4 

7.0.0 
1.0 



Jt 747. 18. 8 * 24. 6. 1. 3.4 



3. StuudiO imto dollars. — Tbii is a most 
table ranging from 3s. 6d. by incre- 
of V, of a penny to 4s. 7\id. Tbo 

division of the penny into sixteenths in 
calculations U a vast couvonienco in 
of fractional exchange* ; and its application 
to taels will be found to bo moat useful. 

4. Freight. — Required to find amount of 
freight payable on 7,875 feet 10 inches at 
47s. 6d. per ton of 40 cubic feet. 

7,875.10=184 tons 15 feet 10 inches. 



tooi iH4 Jt 437. a a 

feet 15 17. 9.76 

in. 10 11. 87 



patriotic (orrises of Caleb Cashing, bit 
conspicuous ability, literary attainments, and 
legal and diplomatic acquirements, more than 
justify the posthumous eulogies of his 
countrymen and admirers. The appendix con- 
tains a short but well written biographical 
sketch ; and the work is enriched by a large 
and ex 



Of the 
par ton. 




.147 



at 50 cubic feet 



Jt 349. 2. fi. 
1. *. 9. 
0.80 



147. 25. 10 



350. 7. 0. 50 



Tbeso tables are from 3 pence to 62 shil- 
ling*, rising by 6d. per ton. 

In dollars and taels we have interest, 
on and brokerage tables from ^ to 
5| per cent., and exchange of both coins for 
sterling. In tbie section the exchange tables 
are, of course, the most important ; tbe rates 
are : — dollars, 3s. 6d. by I of a penny to 
4a. 8d. ; taels 4a. lOd. by J of a penny to 6s. 
6d. A supplementary table for sixteenths of 
a penny is given in each case. Thoso tables 
combined with sterling into dollars and taels 
at rates varying from 3*. 6d. by i\ of a penny 
to 4s. 8d. for dollars, and 4a. lOd. by ,»< of a 
penny to 6s. 6d. for taels, make up the most 
complete series of excltango calculations we 
have yet seen, and they cannot fail to attract 
attention. 

Of tlio merits of tbe bullion tables we 
cannot speak for we do not sufficiently un- 
derstand them ; but if the book bo taken in 
its entirety we can strongly recommend it to 
every merchant and banker, nono of whom 
will regret the expenditure of the modest 
sum of $6.50 for a work of over 700 pages 
of uloso calculations, which have been worked 
out on a principle that leducua the chance 
of error to a 



Those wishful to acquire practical know- 
ledge of tbe art of preserving the various 
specimens of natural history which this coun- 
try famishes in abundance, will do well to 
consult a little manual of practical taxidermy 
just publishod ('). 

The author is a sportsman of experience, 
and in addition to much valuable advice to 
practical naturalists as to outfit, camping 
out, travelling, trapping, weapons and in- 
struments and their care and preservation, 
wo find a scries of excellent instructions rela- 
tive to the preparation of beaats, birds, fishes, 
and insects, and their suitable mounting for 
" home decoration." 



(5) Practical Tasidtrmy, and Home Decoration. 
By Joseph U. Batty, Taxidermist for the Harden 
expedition, and other government surveys and 
many of the leading colleges and museums in the 
United States, 4c. With 125 illustrations. Mew 
York : Orange J odd Co. Yokohama = Kelly A Co. 
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have orderod the publication of 
of the proceedings at public meet 
ceremonials convoked and held in I 




a distinguished 
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Caleb Cashing-, from tho city 



i»U by order of the city 
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Rcmock ststos that Mr. Shibusawa, presi- 
dent of tho first Nnlionsl Bank, is to be ap- 
pointed minister of finance, or chief sdvisersnd 
counsellor to his Kxcelltncy Sann. Whether 
the story hss any foundation we cannot say. 
It seems almost too improbable that the two 
officials who spoke out boldly, and no doubt 
honestly, seven years ago, and exposed tlia 
rotten condition of the financial system, to be 
rewarded with dismissal from office and sub- 
sequent proceedings infinitely more disgraceful 
to the promoters than the victims, should now 
be placed in charge of the most imporUut 
department* of the government — foreign affairs 
and finance; yet this very improbability is 
sufficient, in Japan, to (rive strength and colour 
to the rumour we refer to. 

The present finauce minister doe* not appear 
anxious to grapple with the open danger uow 
menacing the credit of the nation — paper 
money. He perhaps cannot recognize that if 
the issue of paper was no more than it is said 
to he its present nominal depreciation would 
be an impossibility : nor can ho realise that 
the official quotation of Iho gorcrnmout ex- 
change shops is a flat contradiction to the 
price of riro sud every article of necessity 
throughout tho empire. The nominal rale of 
exchange is 130 ; but the farmer or holder of 
! rice will no longer part with his grain for 
paper. The quotation for rice is tantamount to 
a depreciation of paper to 275 ; and the price 
of rice is almost prohibitive. The consequence 
is that famine stares the poor people in the 
face while the warehouses are fillod with grain 
the hulk of which will b» destroyed by rals 
and inserts. Whether Mr. Shibusaws has the 
moral courage and honesty of purpose requisite 
to encounter the almost fathomless depths of 
Japanese finance, we know not. Much as we 
respect his business qualifications as demon- 
strated in the nnnnal reports of the First 
National Dank, ho must excuse us for saying 
that a greater man than he is imperatively 
called for to reduce the fiscal chaos to some- 
thing approaching order and certainty. 

The nation has bad more than enough of 
" brilliant finance." It waoti now something 



less brilliant bat more certain. It wants to 
know the amount of currency afloat ; and for 
tills purpose tho present issue of satsu mast 
be recalled aud replaced by new, vouched, 
numbered, and authenticated note*. When that 
the public will know how to believe 
tbe statement that the gross issue of goveru- 
t paper is only 114.000.000 yen ; sod to 
effect su adjustment of the price of food. But 
until that has been done the public will 
continue to believe that the issue is more thin 
doable the acknowledged sum, that more paper 
is issued ss occasion requires, and that redemp- 
tion is absolutely hopeless. This is a common 
topic of conversation ; and we see no reason 
wby^we should rofrjiu from giviug it greater 

We have some further news from Tokio 
confirmatory of the report that Mr. Shibutawa 
is shortly to be nppoiirted to an important post 
in the department of finance. Should Mr. 
Shibusawa be called upon to advise in the 
present condition of affairs the matter requiring 
hi* first uttention is paper money. That the 
quautity said to be iu circulation, together 
with the issue* of the national banks, is suf- 
ficient to bring about the alarming appreciation 
of all articles of common necessity we 

be in. 




liability and let the peoplo know tho < 
It i* not the amount of internal debt that is to 



be fesred ; the danger lies iu the 
The nation is told thst the issue is not more 
to hundred and fifty millions of yen, in- 
of the national bank notes i and of that 
sum thirty or forty millions is in the I 
forming the so-called reserve fund, 
declarations, unsupported by any evidence, are 
opposed by :— (1) The fact that a few yenrs 
ago the country could employ a similar amount 
at par. almost at premium, with specie. (2) 
Trade is larger now than then, and the circula- 
tion of money is proportionately greater. (3) 
The prices of rice and food staples show the 
depredation of paper to be 275 to 235, while 
the exchange shosha, presided over by govern- 
ment nominees, quotes 136 as the discount, s 
ralo at which no specie can bo obtained. 

The finance minister, whoever he may be, may 
bo assured that until proof is forthcoming of 
the national indebtedness for paper, relief to 
trade aud restoration of credit are impossibili- 
ties. 

A Rifls match for a tankard presented by 
a member of the Yokohama Association was 
shot for on Saturday and resulted in Mr. A. H. 
I)*re winning after n tie with Mr. Favro- 
Ilraiidt. Hinges, 400 and 500 yards, five shots 
at each rang*. 

Scorr. 
400 yards. 600 yards. 

Dare 35450 55530 35 points. 

F.vre Brandt. 34333 44533 35 .. 

Ouiasani 45435 03235 34 ,. 

B.mnnl .34445 90242 33 „ 

Talbot 03032 95 W2 2B „ 

Douglas 34204 02230 20 .. 

Glennie 02342 30032 10 „ 

Symes 32020 00400 1 1 

The winner u»cd a Peabody rifle. 



We gladly give insertion to a letter from 
Mr. F. A. Cope, wherein he explains th i! the 
delay in making a road iu a part of tho settle- 
ment where it is urgoutly require! arises from 
no difficulties created by him, but is due to 
the indiffereuco of tho gjrommout to the pro. 
position be has made. 



At the trial at the soit of the Japanese gov- 
ernment, in March, 1878, the jury found upon 
a number of issues in favour of the defendant 
for whom a verdict wee entered. The cause is 
on appeal, hat in the meantime the verdict 
materially strengthens Mr. Cope'a poeilion and 
weaken* that of the claimants to the atrip of 
land in dispute. Any fair proposition made 
by Mr. Cope is. consequently, a concession on 
hi* part which should be received with some 
show of consideration, though we are sorry to 
see uo reply has been given. The third pro- 
posal seems eminently fair and just, and the 
amount, $4,063, ia twenty per cent, lee* than 
oar estimate made at hazard on Saturday last. 

The increase of business in the direction of 
the swamp is considerable ; and in the interests 
of the land renters there we venture to point 
out to the governor of Kanngawa that, if a road 
ia to be made at all, the property in dispute is 
of too trivial value to warrant the delay which 
threatens to be indefinitely prolonged if an 
appeal lie*, aa we believe it does, from Shang- 
hai to her Majesty's privy council. 

This following important item of commercial 
intelligence appears in one of the native pa- 
pers I — u The export of Bah oil ia increasing 
day by day. On the 29th July 2,000 pounds 
were sold by a Japaneee merchant to a foreign 
resident in Yokohama. • The average price of 
thi* oil range* between yen 2.20 to 2.40 per 
100 lb*. 

It is interesting to know that a transaction 
value about yen 46 ha* actually taken place, 
but ia it worth recording in a Japanese com- 
mercial journal? 

He. Coxier Picaarr is not to be permitted 
to leave Yokohama without being made the 
recipient of some slight mark* of the respect 
and esteem the performance of his offlciul 
duties has gained for him during hi* residence 
in Japan, On Friday the Chinese consul 
entertained Mr. Pierrrt at dinner ; on Satur- 
day the French resident* of Tokio aatd Yoko- 
hama received the consul st a banquet given in 
hi* honour ; and yesterday, the 1st August, the 
consul* of the treaty powers entertained Mr. 
Pierrot st dinner at the Grand Hotel, when 
Mesdsmes Pierret, Zsppo, and Cercauo were 



li his last issue Punch prefers a complaint 
we can very fully appreciate. He aays :— 
" The editor of this journal once lent two books 
to a friend; the friend lent them to another 
friend who lent them to another friend who 
leul them to a friend who has promised them 
to seventy more friend*. It i* now eight year* 
since the *bov« idiot lent the books. What a 
fool be must be r Very many months— almost 
years ago.— the editor of this journal lent 
several books trusting to promises that have 
never been fulfilled. It is needless to say that 
the books have not been returned. Perhaps 
the sixty-ninth friend has got them, and in the 
course of a year or. two the tattered remain* 
rauy bo given up to their lawful owner. This 
paragraph has particular relation to two vo- 
lumes of the '* Cobden Club Essays." the return 
of which is earnestly requested. 

The readiness with which books are harrow- 
ed contrasts forcibly with tho indifference, not 
to say culpable neglect displayed in their 



reathcr of late in the islaud of Yczo 
has been very wet end cold. A correspondent 
writing on tho 2Cth ult. says that day was so 
cold as to render fires absolutely necessary ; 
and it waa so very dark a* to almost necessitate 
the lighting of lamp*. 



Tax Mai Siehi Shinbun of 5th instant aays 
that the long expected Korean ambassador 
arrived in Kobe night before last He will 
arrive in Tokio in a few days, and Honganji 
of Atekoea is being prepared for his respection. 



Tut wonderful voyage of Jules Verne's hero 
who made the circuit of the earth in eighty 
daya, loses much of it* romantic interest when 
evidences appear that such a voyage is easily 
performed iu seventy-five days. Mr. T. H. 
Ismay, of the While Star line, left Liverpool 
in the Ootanie March 13th, and arrived at New 
York, June 19th, having travelled 22,320 miles 
in sixty-six days exclusive of stoppages at 
different points. If a passage of nine day* be 
allowed to Liverpool, the round voyage would 
be made in seventy-five days, and a distance of 
25,480 miles covered at a mean speed of 14.16 
miles per hour. As nearly 22,000 miles of 
the entire distance travelled is by sea, the 
performance speaks well for the vessels of the 



Wsnt the Suez Canal waa proposed, nud its 
cost estimated at 200,000.000 francs, it was 
regarded aa a stupendous undertaking which 
could never succeed. The work was. however, 
carried out, and it the returns are inefficient 
to remunerate the *hareholder* at present they 
soon will be ample for that purpose : bat, apart 
from *occ**s a* a mere speculation for dividend, 
the object of the promoter* was to benefit the 
world at large by facilitating the transport and 
exchange of commodities ; end in this respect 
ihe 8uex Canal may appropriately be described 
ss Ihe greatest effort and most lasting monu- 
ment of end to Ihe t-irliration of the nineteenth 
century, though the nation, which has the 
honour of it* creation hesitated at the outlay 
of 200,000,000 francs to expend an immeaae 
sum,— shall we say 7,000,000.000 franc* r— a 
few year* later on the Franco-German war ! 

A mightier scheme than the Suez Canal is 
now proposed in America. General Gilmore 
ha* just completed the survey for a ship canal 
through the Florida peninsula. He estimates 
the cost st $50,000,000. end say* that with 
canal dues at 28 centa per ton. two-third* of 
the tonnage which passed through the Straits 
of Florida last year will enable the expenses 
of the canal to be paid, but that a dividend of 
five per cent, on capital will require the pro- 
ceeds to be quadrupled, whieh is thought to 
be impossible under the most favourable 
circumstsiicee. It is not, however, improbable 
thst the United States government may give 
material help in this matter. Should they do 
so, and tho works are carried to successful 
completion, ou immense benefit will be con- 
ferred on the world at largo ; and the result* of 
the art* of peace will live end counterbalance 
all the results of tho infinitely more costly 
art of war. 

Should the Punnroa ship canal also be under- 
taken, and we are mistaken in Americans if it 
be not, the last thirty years of this cenlnry 
will huve rnised up three monument* to de- 
monstrate to future ages the vast superiority 
of peaceful commerce in its effect upon man- 
kind to all the glories scquired by warlike 
nations, who seem to exist for the solo purpose 
of disturbing the peace and good will of the 
earth. 

Fusan hsrbour and Gcnsantsu, Ihe new 
in Korea, is about 184 W, and a steam 
36 hours to accomplish the distance. The new 
port is situste in a vast plain and in a most 
favearabl* tittutioD. The harbour is lirgs 



and picturesque in appearance. The port of 
Fusan is not to be compared to it. The 
Japanese settlement is about 100,000 tsubo 
(shout 83 acres) in area which . is partially 
occupied, and a consulate is nearly finished 
building. The principal merchants viz. :— 
Miteu Bishi ( Tokio), Iked* (Kobe), First 
National Bank, Sumitomo (Osaka), Bisshin Sho- 
kw«i (Tsushima), have commenced building 
in Ihe port. At preseut they live in tem- 
porary houses not very well fortified, and 
tigers have visited three or four time* at mid- 
night and scared them nearly to death. The 
principal productions of the neighbourhood are 
gold, silver, leather, bones of horse* and bulla, 
grain, fish, and sea weed ; and gold is i 
abundant in this part of Korea. 



Accordiho to our Kobe contemporary the 
Italian corvette Vtttor Utani left that port on 
the uight of the 2&th ulto. for Korea, calling 
at several placea on her way down the Inland 
Sea, and at Ihe islsnd of Tsushima. From 
Korea, it is axpected the corvette will proceed 
to Hakodate, which port it is anticipated aho 
will reach iu September. 



A Mr. Kodak a Shosukx, in a petition or ad- 
dress to a hie;h officer of the government, points 
out that in ihe distressed state of the people, 
" when the price of rice has reached a point 
uever before heard of in this country, and the 
poor, finding it impossible to subsist, ssek reliof 
in suicide, or wander from place to place and 
degenerate into gamblers end thieve*," it would 
be an act of necessary consideration for his 
Msjesty to countermand the erection of the 
new palace, until the overburdened people eau 
afford to sanction the outlay themselves must 
eventually bear. 

Mr. Kodama then advocates the virtual dis- 
bandment of the army ; and suggests that every 
fn and ken should call out a number of volun- 
teers to be under regular drill, aod to be in 
readiness for active service when celled upon. 
The time of the men forming the standing 
army of Japan, a standing army when there 
are no sign* of disturbances at home or abroad, 
could then be utilized, and a vast body of 
unproductive consumers be transformed into 
useful members of the commonwealth by being 
put back to their original and more congenial 
occupation of agriculture. 

There is some reasou in what Mr. Kodama 
aays, and we believe the Mikado has, by 
an imperative order, suspended the works 
of the new palace ; hnt in ihe present condition 
of esstern politii-s Japan could not, without 
suffering material loss of prestige, disband the 
army which has taken so much time and money 
to drill and equip. The only difficulty wilh 
the army and navy ia to pay the men. What 
such a state of things msy lead to, history 
affords some pregnant I 



Her Britannic Majesty's ironrlud man 
Iron Puke, got out of her track during a fog on 
the 30th ultimo, and ran on the island of 



Akushiri, about niucty miles from this port, 
and stuck there hard and fast. Finding 

vessel 



attempts to 
it assistance 



get tho hugo 



would be vain, the 



despatched to 
p. In an 



that all 
off without 

tecessary help, 
of time H. M. S. AJodalt was under 
way to render what aid was possible to the 
flagship, and was closely followed by the French 
men-of-war Thtmil, Clittm^lain, and Kerqueleu, 
the Russian flagship and a Japanese gun- 
boat. The local authorities here al*o *ent 
lighten sod B*o to unit in unloading tb* 
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•hip. In attempting to drag off 
the Iron Duke t lie Champlain took the ground 
and had lo be lowed off by the Mudeete. At 
ten ii. m- on I ho 2nd instant the Iron l)ul e was 
drugged - Irom her unpleasant and dangeroua 
position into deep water, amid cheering from the 
crews of all tho wur vessels, the baud* striking 
up " tiod save the Queen." The stores, etc., 
which had been tukeu out of the Iron Duke 
were thcu taken on board again. Iu the 
meantime the French ahijia returned to Hako- 
date and the KuMinti went on her waylo 
Vladivostock. On the following day the 
Iron Duke and Modetle returned lo their an- 
chorage, the various vessel* in harbour dis- 
playing all the bnntiug they posacsee<l in 
token of welcome. The alacrity with which 
assistance was rendered to the stranded ship by 
tho various men-of-war and by the loeul 
authorities was highly gratifying to and ap- 
preciated by the British admiral. 



We were tinder the impression that the Iron 
] Duke was towed off the rocks by the French 
' tnen-of-«i'iir. This isini error, for though nil the 
men-of-war were lying by ready to render 
i assistance, ss soon as the tide rose the 
stranded vessel floated without any aid. The 
reef on which she struck is composed of soft 
rock and situate uearly a mile from the shore. 
The locality is but little known and has never 
| been surveyed. 



We regret to find that the Champlain sus- 
tained such damage in assisting the Iron Dide, 
that it is necessary for her to go into dork 
at Yokosuka. 

The Iron Duke went ashoro at Okursshima, 
during a fog, and on the news reaching Hako- 
date Captain llichaud at once proceeded to 
her assistance. Arrived upon the spot the 
Champlain in concert with the Motleete, made 
an effort to low the Iron Duke off, but in 
doing so the hawser fouled the Champlain't 
screw and that vessel drifted on the rocks 
and anstained, we fear, very serions injury. 

We lake the liberty of expressing tho grate- 
ful acknowledgments of tho English residents 
of Japuu for the timely and energetic aid 
rendered by the French men of war to tho 
Iron Duke, and their deep regret that such 
generous assistance spoutaueoualy given should 
have resulted in serious damage to so fine a 
vessel as tho Champlain. Every thoughtful 
action ot this kind goes far to increase the 
feeling of respect and mutual esteem that has 
arisen between France and Groat Britain dur- 
ing the last ten years ; and though thanks are 
but words tbey sometimes, in this instance cer- 
tainly, possess tho merit of sincerity. We do not 
omit a word of thanks to I he Japanese and 
' i who volunteered their valuable 



At the Iron Duke owing lo her structural 
imperfections has already become visibly 
' hogged' the contact with the shore of Okaru- 
shima may have the eflcct of removing her 
from the service list of II. B. M. navy, though 
aho might perhaps, if she should hold together 
awhile longer, do work as a hulk, or harbour 
ship. Only four of her obsolete class will 
then remain, viz.: I he Triumph, SwifUure, 
Invincible, and Audacious, each of which, like 
the Iron Duke, has hud to carry wboul 400 tons 
of concrete ballast to ensure reasonable stability. 



Thkoco!! the courtesy of Curtain M.ud of 
II. SI. S. .\lt»lat< we have received informa- 
tion regarding tl.e Iron Did* lo the effect that 
tho damage done In Hint vessel, though 
necessitating dwk»g», is of a trifling nature 
II is true that two holts were kiK-cked into hei 
i.liaft the bilge ; but (he Iron D«lt is a ship 
within a ship, and the rock* only penetrated 
the outer casing. She is now oti" her way to 
Hongkong, via Nagasaki, having lell Hakodate 
on tho f<il. instunt. The dock at Hongkong 
will be ready for her reception on tho 22ud of 
this oootb. 



H. If. S. Modetle, recently arrivod from 
Hakodate, will shortly proceed to Nagasaki for 
the purpose of going into dock for general 
repairs. The SlodetU came to Yokohama 
nearly twelve months ago iu order to be docked 
at~Yokosuka, but the dock hud a vessel ou the 
slip then, and has never been free since. 

TllR announcement (lint H. M. 8. Vigilant, 
which has been laid op in our harbour for some 
time, is now under orders to proceed with 
Admiral Coote to Chefoo has elicited much 
indignation and surprise. The vessel — a ty- 
pical specimen of Mr. Keed's improvements — is 
a weak ship ; she has but one wheel available, 
as her shaft is broken ou one side, and as at all 
times the vessel has indifforent sen going quali- 
ties she must, now that she is partially disabled, 
be unfit to meet the rough seus and winds of 
northern Chinese waters iu tho typhoon season. 
We hope Admiral Cooto will, for sake of huma- 
nity, reconsider his decision. The Vigilant is 
not fit to cope with bad weather, and if nny dis- 
aster occurs a most serious responsibility will 
rest upou the Admiral. With the Atalanta 
disaster fresh in memory it behoves tho public 
to keep an unusually watchful eye upon the 
movements and condition of tho vessels com- 
posing H. B. M. fleet. 

No merchant steamer in tho condition of 
the Vigilant would be allowed to go to sea. 
The insurance would be vitiated, the crew 
would refuse to work, and the consul could 
detain the vessel. It is notorious that the 
rio-iinnc is unfitted for work, and that she 
should stay here uutil a new shaft can be p'aced. 
It is high time that some public action should 
be taken about the uusoaworthy vessels of the 
British fleet in China and Japan. 



Tub prospects for silk and tea in Europe and 
America are very discouraging. Lite telegrams 
are to the effect that the parcels of new China 
silk are nrrivingiu London upon an already over- 
stocked and decidedly sluggish market seriously 
depressed by tho threatening aspect of political 
affairs. Silk shipped from Yokohama is said to 
have cost far too high a price, and serious losses 
on the first shipment s appear inevitable. Tea also 
is declining in London and New York ; and 
in the latter city strange complaints are re- 
ported in connection with the last shipments 
of Japan silk. Complaints of indifferent classi- 
fication are not infrequent from London when 
the market is weak and declining, but if what 
we hear ia correct, the grounds of com- 
plaint in Now York are substantial and not 
imaginary. 

This news, unwelcome at any time, is 
particularly so now when the commerce or 
Japan, confined to two staples, tea and silk, 
and dependent upon every freak of fashion or 
taste, is reduced to the lowest ebb. 



At 12 30 on the morning of the 8th instant, 
a fire broke out in Niigata, and destroyed five 
thousand houses, including the kencho and 



secure n suitable 



Tbk efforts that have 
time past to 
house for the 
Rowing Club h«vo at last 
we believe the Frencl 
ornamented with the 
the required purposes, the 
club having, with 
paid tho first year's grouud 



for some 
site for a boat 
of tho Yokohama 
*ful, and 
will speedily he 
necessary for 
mil tee of (he 
promptitude 
rent yesterday. 



We learn by telegraphic advice* from Hong- 
kong that Iho accounts ol tho Hongkong and 
Shanghai Winking Corporation h ave been is- 
sued, a n. I ilio results ar- iu every way satis- 
lactory- For tho half-year ending June 30 1 h 
last, a' dividend of £1. 5s. per share, equivalent 
to Id [>er cent, per annum, is proposed. This 
will i.h»,.,hS222.222; iu addition, $100,000 
will be earrud to reserve increasing that fund 
to SI, 000,000, and a balance of S23.000 will 
he carried forward lo lite n. xt account. The 
marine insurance account shows a balance lo 
the good ot about S20O.000, so that iu addition 
to the piid.up capital of S5.00o.000, and cx- 
dividend lo Juno 30lh, the fund* of I he buik 
availuble exceed 81,800,000, or thirty. six per 
cent, of the paid-up capital. 



The national financial embarrassment is nut 
all evil. When the currency is adjusted, that 
is, when it* gross amount is accurately as- 
certained and public confidence in some measure 
restored, the attention of tho rulors of this 
country will bo turned to the extension of 
trade. Japan has been open to commerce for 
twenty years, and tho wholo of her foreign 
Irado is barely sufficient for a tenth rate 
European state end bears no comparison with 
any of the Australian colonies. 

Japan only requires the abolition of govern- 
ment monopolies, and entire freedom in com- 
mercial intercourse, to apring into a great 
trading nation : but while tho existing policy 
is persevered in trade will remain dormant, 
and in the hands of the few favoured officials 
whose influence is sufficient to cxeato monopolies 
aud command capital belonging to ths state. 
Every scheme of financial reform must bo 
abortive so long as the avenues to trado are 
barred against the people aud opeu only to 



Tae envoy from Korea arrived on the 10th 
inatant. The preparations made for his recep- 
tion are on a scale that makes us wonder whst 
Japan thinks of Korea ; or what Korea will 
tbiuk of Japau. 



A XRt.AHClloLT cose of accidental drowuing 
occurred in the bay on the evening of tho 
10th instant. It appears that Captain lw»- 
shita, aide de camp to Uenoral Oynrnn, 
was bathing in company with soveral gen- 
tlemen op[K»ite tho Pacific Miil Steam- 
ship Co.'s coal shed about 0 o'clock. Cap- 
tain Iwaahita loa|ied from the boat and 
swam s short distance, then returned and rested 
for a minute or two, and again took to tho 
water. Suddenly it was noticed that the un- 
fortunate officer was struggling, and an instant 
after, before any aid could b« rendered, 
ho aank to rise again no more alive. Every 
effort was immediately made to recover the 
body, the gctitlernen who were bathing 
diving several limes but unsuccessfully. An 
expert Japanese swimmer was obtained 
from shore, but he, too, failed to 
find any traco of Ihe drowned man. A 
fishing net was procured and the spit was 
dtagged uutil eight o'clock, wilh no hotter 
success. At 4 a.m. this morning (llth)tlie 
search was resumed and about 0.30 o'clock 
Iho body was found and conveyed to tho resi- 
dence ol Mr. Favre-Brandt, from whence it was 
removed to Tokio this afternoon. 
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A litter from a Russian Missionary in Japan 
published in the Church .Veies speaks of tho 
(treat number of missionaries of every kind of 
Christ tun belief gathered together from Europe 
»ud America. He thinks thai, muny of these 
sure meeting with comparatively lit i lo success 
iu their proper work but uteatitiine are very 
much taken up with disputes and distcrniiong 
smoDg themselves. He says the American 
Church Missionaries are an exception. They 
have the good will of a portion ot l he Japanese 
aristocracy, and have made a number of con- 
vert* among those, aud also among the loner 
classes. He naturally thinks the prospects 
of the Russian Mission in Japan most favoura- 
ble. He does not fear the influeuce of Rome : 
' The Japanese are not inclined toward the 
Romanists. Lately a mob broke in the 
windows of the bouse of a xculous Romish 
priest on account of his undue interference 
with Japanese family nffniro. For Romanism 
future. The country is for 



in China, and yet we hear that at the present 
time purchasers are yet not eager to continue. 

Iu Yokohama duriug the same period 1876- 
7d, 2j to 3 hanks averaged from 9385 to 
$305, with an exchange of 4s. l£d. The 
price of an equal quality of this silk to-day is 
9460 to $475 at (he lowest computation, with 
an exebauge of 3/9 The comparison there- 
fore is : — 

China Silk 
Japan ,, 

or a difference of $50 in favour of Chinese silk, 
l'urchasers of silk will therefore see thst China 



than in 1875-78. *20 per pci 

•» W) M 



silk is 
silk. 



per cent 



than Japanese 



Japan has no fu 
Orthodoxy and the 



filei 



we learn that the 
narrow escape of 
iring ber ascent of 
It appears that 



Between eight and nino o'clock on Satur- 
day nighl (Tlh'iust.) says Ihe Uioyo Scvs, us 
Mr. Badge was walking alowg the Ikuta-maye 
in the direction of the temple, and had just 
passed the premises of Messrs. Bongrr Bros , 
he met two men dressed in Japanese clothes, 
who opened out so that he had to pass be- 
tween them. He had hardly passed them 
when he received two severe blows on the 
forehesd, one coming from either side of him. 
The blows were not sufficiently well directed 
taj stun him, bat they caused the blood to flow 
p>relty freely, nearly blinding him, and thus 
preventing him from defending himself ss he 
might have done with the stick which he 
carried. He struck about with his stick as 
best he could, however, sod called for help. 
He received a third blow on the back, and 
two on one arm which he put up to guard his 
bead. He managed to make his way back to 
the concession, and went to No. 53 for as- 
sistance. Mr. Hughes at once procured 
medical aid, -and the wounds were quickly 
dressed : luckily they were found not to be 
of e serious nature. Tho motive for the out- 
rage can only be surmised. Mr. Hedge may 
have been mistaken for someone else, or it msy 
have been an attempt at highway robbery. If 
the latter it is the first time we have had to 
eh an attempt on a foreigner, and is 
of the increasing boldness of the 
thieving fraternity of this 
is somewhat alarming. 



Fhox our Shanghai 
S. S. OUmffer had a vcri 
suffering severe dsmago 
(he river on tho 20lh ultiu 
the captain could not obtsin a pilot and had 
no resource left but to pursue bis way without 
one, and the result wss that the steamer took 
I be ground near the Wooaung bar. For- 
tunately she floated without having sustained 
any serious injury. It is very strange that an 
important port like Shanghai should be with- 
out an efficient corps of pilots, more especially 
when it is said that tho harbour master could 
obtain the services of a number of properly 
qualified men without difficulty. 



It is said that the local government of the 
province of Miye have made the people happy 
by Ihe adoption of seme new system for the 
development of foreign trade What this new 
plan of operations is has not transpired, bat 
I report says it has caused considerable jealousy 
[among the merchants of neighbouring ken. 
I We wonder if it is tho establishment of a sho~ 
sha or marhigaiaho, such as that which rules 
with evil hand over Yokohama, which has thus 
caused a mercantile revolution in Miyo ; or, 
which is tho more likely theory of the two, if 
the new system is for all merchonts to transact 
their own business with foreigners as seems 
best to them without the officious and intolera- 
ble interference of saitori, 
checks upon free coran 



Tni; native papers report a typhoon in the 
neighbourhood of Osaka on the 7th instant, 
which did much damage to plantation* and 
wrecked a large number of junks. 



The heavy rain-fall in some part* of Japan 
haa so washed away the roads this summer 
that traffic is rendered both difficult aud 
dang 



A <i«!rrr.snEii in Tokio, Mr. Taniguchi, has 
conceived the idea of facilitating trade by the 
cutting of a canal between Funakoshi-mura 
and Inotori-raura, and thus conuecting 



Mb. L. C. Misrur, the former ni imager of the 
Chartered Mercantile Hank's branch in this place, 1 
has left London to return to Yokohama aa tho j 
directors have determined to carry on business 
again in this place. It is said that fresh | 
powers have been given to Mr. Mssfcn ot an 
extended and alastic nuture to enable him to 
compete upon an equality with the bunking 
institutions already established or to be estab- 
lished here. 

Iu our judgment it was a serious oversight 
to close the branch of the Chartered Mercautile 
Bank at oil. 

Fhox August 1875 to April 1867, a time of 
great depression in silk, tho prirc of •• Blue 
Elephant" in Shanghai, ns quoted by the 
chamber of commerce circular, was the equiva- 
lent of a laying down eost in London of 16s. 
per pound. Ttie latest commercial circulars 
from Shanghai quote this silk at a laying down 
price of 15s. 4d., or. accoiding to our calcula- 
tion here, $20 per picul cheaper 



Ix referring to uaval movemcuts, the Shuny- 
A/it Mercury says ths British guubost Swinger 
has been overhauled and had her boilers re- 
paired sufficiently to enable her to run for six 
months. This means at half-speed of course, 
as is propor for all British ships of wsr which 
never show their sterns to the enemy. She is 
expected to lesve Hongkong for the North 
sbout the 1st proximo. The British corvette 
Modtttt, says the CAi'iki Mail, is ordered 
from Japan to Hongkong, to refit, which 
she is much in want of if report speaks 
truly. She will then proceed to Singapore 
to relieve the Cwagoa ordered to Hong- 
kong, and on the arrival of the Cleopatra 
from England, will proceed home to be paid 
off. She was last recommissioned at Hong- 
kong, on tho Uth May 1877. The British 
gunboat Moorhen is shortly expected from 
Foochow to relieve the Kettrel, at Singspore. 
The Ktttrtl will return to Hongkong for the 
purpose of being fitted with a poop. She was 
sent to the Straita rather hurriedly from this 
port before her new poop was erected, on ac- 
count of Ihe amall number of gunboats in that 
part of the command, but now that another 
boat is avuiluble, she will return to Hongkong 
to complete her refitment. Tho Portuguese 
gunboat Tamtija, Copttiin Rio do C'arvalho, 
arrived at Macao on Ihe 21st July. The 
French gunboat Lynx arrived at Hongkong 
from this port on Ihe 21st July. The Rus- 
sian frigate Kn'vii Pojnrsly left Hongkong lor 
Nagasaki on the 22ud July. The survey- 
ing-vessel Hying Fitli arrived at Singapore on 
the 20th July. Tho British gunboat fox- 
hound nrrived at Nigniki on the 22nd July, 
from Hongkong. The Russisn corvette AVriVs- 
dmrk arrived at Kobe from Nagasaki on the 
17th July, and had on board Reor-Admiral 
Aslanbegoff. in command of the Russian squa- 
dron on the Pacific station. She left sgiin for 
Yokohama on the 10th. The Italian corvette 
Vtttor Pitnni arrived at K»bc from Yokohama 
on the 22nd July, and is expected lo leave 
for Nsg*«aki on ihe litfih. The Spanish 
corvolle Donnn Marin d< Molina arrived at 
Kobe from Yokohama on the 23rd July. 
Tho U. S corvette SmtUira left Nagasaki for 
Kobe ou ths 21st July. 



Gulf of Sagami wilh the bay between Yoko- 
suka and Kuuauvs. The cost of this enter- 



prise is set down at 450.000 yen. 

A CiUiUKaff was killed in Yokohama at 
about three o'clock this afternoon (13th) by. 
another Chinaman running him through the 
body with a sword. We have not heard the 
particulars of tbe com but believe the 
took plsce during a row. 

The "City of Tokio Directory," • native 
publication, haa recently been issued. It t* 
printed iu Japanese and contain* a Dumber 
of advertisements, soma of which are translated 
into English. The following is a sample : — 

" Ho tan has been discovered by ■ in 
tbe second year of Bun-kin, and now it is 
extensively used iu Japan for the cure of every 
description of the sudden diseases, such ss 
vomit, comms, cborela, sun-struck, tooth-pain, 
cold, atom ach-sche, disrrhis, sgus, sea-sick, 
car-sick, and such like cases, the Hotan i* very 
wonderfully effective cure ; and now it is ex- 
ported to tbe cities of China, Shao-Hai, Hong- 
Kong, Can-ton, and as far as the American 
Continent." 

It is surprising that Jspanese merchants aud 
tradesmen, when they go to the trouble and 
expense of advertising in the English language, 
do not employ some competent person to write 
their notices for them. The abovo is a speci- 
men of the absurdities which frequeutly meet 
the eye iu the shape of huniue** announce- 
ment! ; aud the writer in the present instance 
is probably labouring under tbe impression 
that be has expressed himself in elegant aud 
vigorous English. 

Thk mineral wealth lying dormant in Japan 
is practically limitless and only require* 
capital to develop it into a source ot revenue 
which, if properly managed, would in • few 
years redeem the millions of comparatively 
worthless paper now afloat in this country. Of 
coal there is an abundant supply ; but only one 
mine, the Takashima, haa been fitted with 
modern appliances. There are several other coal 

Stable I 



all of which are . 
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want of rspital lo develop their resource* ; 
and now we hear that Profoaaor Atkinson, 
daring a sojourn io the Mitake mountain*, 
i of Koahu, haa 
i deposit of coal. 



Duma* hia recant tour of inspection through 
the province*, the Miniver for Education. Mr. 
, ia aaid to hare been greatly impressed 



dvsntsge* likely to result from the 



free educational system, 
and haa appointed a committee to enquire into 
the practicability of anch a scheme and to com- 
pare it with the educational ayatem now in 



The steady increaae in the price of rice ia 
matter for daily remark. i'o-day's (18lh) 
quotation ia 12.10 yen per koko, which meana, 
taking the average value of rice on the baaia 
of the Tokio chamber of commerce quotation, 
a depreciation of currency to 27.1. 



Thk official quotation of tho exchange 
ehoalie ia in marked contract to tlio nppre-is- 
tiou of rice. The rite in thi» staple 



proportionate increaae in every other article 
of Jepauese production and in wugee, and yet 



Thi A'ichi AieAi Shiitbuu says that the 
circumference of Fusiysma at the base is fifty- 
fire n ten e*o, which is about equal to one 
hundred and thirty-eight English miles. 

It ia reported (hat the province of Sado, lias 
recently become so infested with wolves that 
the lives of the people are oflen in great peril. 
They are particularly bold and troublesome in 
Hsmogori, not hesitating to attack even a Urge 
body of meu ; and cattle and dogs are entirely 
at the mercy of the ravenous beasts. Not long 
since a farmer heard the dismal howls of a pack 
in hia rear, and ran for the nearest tree, up which 
he climbed. It was not very high, however, and 
when the wolves came up they almost tore the 
poor fellow from his retreat. Tho ahrieks of the 
man, and the cries of bnffled rage of his 
relentless foes, aroused tho inhabitants of a 
neighbouring village, who mustered in force 
and arming themselves with sundry kinds of 
weapons, went to the rescue. They succeeded 
in killing eighteen waives sud dispersing the 
remainder of the pock. 

T*« competition for a tankard presented by 
a member of the Yokohama Rifle Association, 
took place on Saturday 14lh, with tho follow 
ing result :— 

Douglas 30 

Glcnnis 36 

Barnard 36 

Cocking... 33 

Talbot. 32 %t 

D*»TO , , 2 i , , 

S j" mcs , . . ... , , , . , , ...... ...... 2*5 ii 

Brewer 16 

Highest possible score 50 points. The w 
ner used a Pea body rifle. 

It ia said that the Sooth African diamond 
fields produced no leas than three million* 
fivo hundred thousands pounds worth of (rem* 
in the last twelve monlba. - hAian Herald. 

Reports from India say thorc appears 
to be aomo prospect of a cattle famine in 
SOmo parts of Rusaia owing 1 to tlio seve- 
rity of the lato winter. The Russian 
Governor of Orenburg report* that in fine 
district only 50,000 out of 85i.i/M.» head 
of cattlo are left-, whilst hay and corn 
hare risen in price from fonr to fivo hnndrod 
per oent. Horse* are selling for next to 
nothing, as there is no fodder to be obtained. 

Official and private telegrams from Shang- 
hai confirm the news received on 17th instant 
to the effect that Russia has presented claims 
and has given notice of her intention to take 
action unless the demands are satisfied. Great 
consternation at Peking at once resulted. At 
Shanghai the Chinese loan bonds are unsaleable 
at 10 per cent, discount on the ratca quoted a 
few days beforo the last news was received 
from Pvkiug. 



in our midst is an official money exchange 
formulating a currency exchange in direct 
contradiction to the evidencea afforded by the 
condition of domestic trade. 

The practice has hitherto been fur the 
finance minister 4o issur his annual estimates 
for the year just before the commencement of 
the financial period : thus, the estimates for 
1879-80 were presented to the primo minister 
on Jane 26th, 1879, but to this date H. E. 
Sano hail mndo no sign of following tho ex- 
ample of his distinguished predecessor. 

Thnt much anxiety shmld )»• felt with 
regard to the finances of the current year is 
natural. Tho revenue hi* long been regarded 
aa in excess of the means ot the tax-payers, 
and its increase by ordinary measures, such 
ss additions to the land tax, excise, and customs 
duties, or by sale of crown lands, oVe., is felt 
to be impossible It is true a large sum of 
money is due to the government for advances 
made lo native industries, none of which are 
flourishing ; and to various persona who have, or 
profess lo have discovered some wonderful mine 
or other only requiring a few hundred thou- 
saud kiusalau to unlock its treasures, and 
these loans may be called in with advantage : 
but beyond this there would appear to bo no 
possibility of adding to the revenue by normal 
methods. On the other side the rate of ex- 
penditure, notwithstanding the efforts of the 
deportments in the direction of economy, must 
be materially increased, for the most deter- 
mined opponent of Ihe depreciation of«urrency 
theory will not be bold enough to declare that 
the machinery of government can bo workod 
for 55,000,000 paper yon as before when the 
svorsgc prices of all staples, wages, 4c., are 
Ic what they wore when the lost estimates 
framed. In addition to the already heavy- 
charge for debt, the interest on (hut most 
unfortunate undertaking, the internal loan, 
will this year entail an extra charge of 750,000 
yen. 

There is an impression fast gaining strength 
that the minister whose policy hn brought the 
finances lo their present state, should return 
to tho post ho fonneily hold, that is. active 
finance minister, and relieve H. E. Sano from 
a tank he is anid lo be unequal lo, and which 
is imposed upon him by a combination of 
cireumstauces, equivalent lo n crisis, (hit he 
could never havo contempt ited when he ac- 
cepted the dangerous and arduous pist of 
chief of the exchequer. 



will be willing to contribute toward* the pro- 
ject, which is estimated to cost 104.900 yen. 
It is to be feared that tho present state of the 
finance* of the government will hardly permit 
ot such a sum b«iiig devoted to even so useful 
and necessary a work. 



It is said by the native press that some of 
the principal inhabitants of Oita ken have 
resolved lo form themselves into a cattlo breed- 
ing association. There is a large plain between. 
Uaa-gori and Knehiu-gori, exceedingly fertile 
and abounding in good grasses and water, 
which is said to be, in many respects, superior 
for grazing purposes to the plain* of Shimosa 
This plain Ihe association propose to utilise a* 
a pasture. They believe the speculation will turn 
out a profitable one : and. properly managed, 
we soc no reason why it should not if the 
government let the people have the land on 
reasonable term* and do not, interfere in Ihe 
management themselves. There is a very 
largo quantity of good grazing ground in other 
part* of thi* country which might be profitably 
utilized in the same way. 



Tub residents of the town of Oitamvhi, 
Oita ken, appear to be aa much in want of it 
good harbour aa tho Hakataites, but they are 
going a somewhat different way lo work to 
get one'. It *ocms that the only water way to 
this city is by means of a canal, which is in 
every way inadequate to tho requirements of the 
place, and consequently the people are becoming 
poorer every year. It is now proposed to make 
a harbour in Kojima bay, the cost of which is 
to tie defrayed by contributions from the peoplo 
in the shape of shares, tho shareholders to be 
allowed tho privilngo of levying a toll on 
shipping fur a spsco of ninety ye»rs. Th» 
governor of the ken has applied lo the govern- 
ment for permission to carry out this i 
ond. strange lo say, for a loan to i 
the work with. 



Hakata is an important town distant about 
fifty r« south of Xsgssaki, but the accom- 
modation for shipping is very poor, its the 
water is so shallow that even a small steamer 
cannot approach nearer than half a W to the 
shore. For a long lime past tho inhabitants 
have been patiently waiting for Ihe authori- 
ties to take some measures for facilitating 
the loading and discharging of cargo, but so 
far they hare waited in vain. However, t lie 
governor of Ihe ken has taken tho matter 
in hand at last, and haa gono to Tokio to 
the ■ 



Stares the publication of the address of his 
Excelleocy Iwakura at the noble* club, the 
Akrbono ShinbuH has appeared with a leading 
article on a similar subject. Foreign trade 
ia all that is evil and injurious ; England is 
avaricious and a powerful oppressor of the 
weak ; but the United Stale* i* a great country 
and a generous. To support thi* tissue of 
sickly sentimental rubbish, the writer quota* a' 
lot of figures which are not merely incorrect 
but grossly incorrect in every instance ; and 
if he has nothing more lo rely upon than 
statistics of that Sort ha would do well in the 
future to write upon subjects ho knows somoj 
thing about, which is certainly not the case 
with the trade oT Japan. 

We venture to recommend to the editorial 
staff of the Akefwio .SAi.iAmn a little book we 
had tho pleasure of reviewing u few days 
ago, called " First Pi irmiple* of Political 
I Economy," which Messrs. Kelly A Co. will 
furnish for a dollar or two. It is a school tv>ok, 
and consequently not above the opacity of 
those lo whnso notieo wo commend it ; and 
once read the Aktbono Shinbmi will ceaso 
publishing foolish and weak articles which 
could not be written if tho authors had even 
an inkling into the elements of political 
economy. 



A xoTiricATioif has been issued by the go- 
vernment to the effect that the rice shosha will 
be permit ted to recommence business that wis 
suspended in April last, but the operations must 
be bonA fide purchases and sales. For Ihe con- 
trol of lime bargain* regulations will be isia^ l 
•hortly. 
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It would seem from this that the govern- 
ment are beginning to recognise the fact that 
officin I interference with trade has- an effect 
exactly the converse of whet it *u hoped it 
would have. Iu April, when speculation in rice 
waa put au end to, the market price fixed by 
the sboaha averaged 9 yea : lea* than four 
months later the price becomes 12 yen, while 
the exchange for currency improved from 161 
in April to 139 in August. Wonderful 
try this! 

y : 

JAPANESE NOTES. 
The Japanese .iron-clad man-of-war A"on;/o- 
kan left Yokohama for Hakodate yesterday 
(2nd),— There are a number of suspicious look- 
ing persona in Tokio, who frequent the 
haunts of the advocate* for a national assemb- 
ly, and talk eloquently in favour of the 
scheme. They profess great indignation at 
tho conduct of tho governmont, but somehow 
the people think these men arc only a pics 
aetit to watch tlioir movements. — Makone lake 
is ahortly to bo surveyed. — The priest* of the 
various creed* in Osakti /ii, Saknye. ~hiiniine. 
and Shiga lent have resolved to meet in Kioto 
for tho purpose of discussing tho ques- 
tion of the establishment of a national as- 
sembly, and delegates will be chosen to 
present a petition to the government. — As the 
Mmgi are reported to have met in council 
yesterday, it is supposed they discussed the 
tiatiouul assembly question. — Messrs. Naka- 
yama and M urate have recently arrived in 
Tokio as the representatives of sixteen hun- 
dred people to agitate the national assembly 



£orrapondencf. 



A telegram haa been received announcing 
the arrival at Hakodate of H. E. Knorooto, 
minister of the navy. — The Korean envoy 
had an audience of his Majesty the Mikado 
to-day (13tb), when be presented his creden- 
tials. — It is reported that the Tokio rice ex- 
change guilds which have been for somo time 
suppressed will be re-opened, bat transactions 
will only be permitted to a limited extent. — 
The man-of-war Raiden-hwan haa returned from 
a surveying cruise in the neighbourhood of 
Yezo. Her officers report thnt snow is oa 
the ground in the middle of summer, and that 
the thermometer ranges from about 57° to 64°. 
The inhabitants are engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, and appear to be prosperous. — The 
farmers in three villages in Shiga-ken have 
quarrelled with the farmers of three other 
villages about the water reserved for contin- 
gencies, such as firo or for irrigating purposes 
when the ruin supply fails. The quarrel waxed 
so strong that a number of police had to be 



ed to compel the belligerents to keep 
the peace. — A dock is about to be constructed 



in the Kawaguchi river, Osaka. 

The eatimated coat of maintaining the 
army for this year is set down at 8,150,0u0 
yen.— The proprietor of a new publication 
colled the Korhi Shinbun has offended the 
local authorities in some way unknown 
to himself and his paper haa conecquent- 
ly been suspended during their plocauro. 
—Messrs. Takahashi and Ota. the delegates 
representing 3,600 people of Owari and Mitio 
counties will shortly arrivo in the capital 
in order to present a potition to the govern- 
ment praying for tho establishment of a Na- 
tional Assembly. — The cost of the new palace 
to.be constructed within the Tokio castle is 
expected to amount to yen 5.000.000, of which 
sum yeu 70,000 will be expended on the foun. 
dation alono. Bat tho work has been 
for the preaeut. 



C-$T W* are iutt rittpoxaibU fnr the npiuioni 
ejrprmttd hy correipondenU. 

A ENW STREET IN THE SETTLEMENT. 

To the Editor of the Japan Qatetle. 

Dsib Sir:— Apropos of your remarks in 
Saturday's issue on the subject of a roa.l 
through Lot 95, I shall feel obliged if you 
will kindly insert the following which will. 1 
think, demonstrate that I have done all in rax 
power to come to reasonable terms with tin- 
Japanese government for the formation of such 
a road: — but, from the fact thai the highrnl 
representative of the lm|ier!sl Japanese Gov- 
ernment during the suit in H. U. M. 
court was a mere office messenger I am of 
opinion that the proceodings were instituted 
at the hands of "interested parties" and that 
the government were talked into allowing their 
name to bo u»cd to prosecute a cliiru which 
from tho first Ibey must have known wm 
unjust and founded only on fiction,* 

When Mr. Kirkwood first gave notice of 
legal proceedings he offered me the mttijni- 
fitent(t) sum of S50O as compensation for the 
value of land required and to pay for the re- 
moval of the buildings; Mr. Smcdley's estimate 
for the latter being £650. The amount I 
naked, $6,785, included coal of moving build- 
ings, three months rent, compensation to a 
fire years tenant for breach of lease, and $500 
for probable legal expenses in order to secure 
myself against further frivolous claims : an 
item I felt to be very needful. 

Since the trial waa ended I have made 
several propositions to the Japanese govern- 
ment through Mr. Kirkwood, and also though 
a gentleman in the employ of the government, 
but have never been favoured with any reply. 
Three of these propositions I will enumerate. 

1. That the government should give me 
a piece of ground equal in aire to that requir- 
ed . lor the proposed road purpose, and in a 
suitable position in the settlement, and pay 
for the removal of all buildings, and rccom 
pease roe for loss of rent during that period 

2. That the government should give me a 
piece of ground on the bluff equal in value 
to the laud required for the road, and $650 
for coat of moving buildings. 

3. Vide following memorandum which I 
seat to Mr. Kirkwood on 14th ult. 

Corv or Estimate or 9th March, 1878. 

Oronnd required for rcuwl-wsy 30 by 

111 ft = Ta. llSi. at$X$i $2,fi03.S3 

Smcdley's estimate to remove and re- 
build godown B • 500.00 

Cost of removing bungalow and remu- 
neration to tenant for breach of lease 

Cost of building boundary wall, drains, 

gates Ac * 150 00 

Two months rent of godown B. during 
time of removal... 

Legal expenses for examining amended 
title deeds so as to avoid possibility 
of future dispute • 150 00 

• These sums are subject to any reduction that 
can be made by gutting the work done cheaper. 

Whether any of those propositions hi 
been laid before tho government I cannot 
say, but I think they will clearly show that 
I am willing to come to any " reasonable 

* The suit being still pending on appeal to the 
court in Shanghai, this sentence U scareoly justifi- 
able ; but a* the view of tha defendant and respon- 
dent it must be permitted to pass for what it is 
worth. We, however, distinctly decline to Indorse 
the opinion of a party to a cause while that cause 



arrangement " and that I am not trying to 
plat* the governmont in any awkward posi- 
tion. I think that having once profess e d 
a wish to benefit the foreign community by 
endeavour* to obtain a road through my 
property with the mighty aid of the law, 
and having so far failed, the Japanese Govern- 
ment ought to feel themselves 
to come to an amieohlo 

Yours faithfully, 

P. A. COPB. 



ORTHODOX? IN JAPAN. 

To the editor of the Japan OaietU. 

Disk Sir : — I wonder whether the worthy 
Russian missionary who champions that 
vaguest of nil thinkable entities called ** Ortho- 
doxy," and who seems to lay such astonishing 
stress on saving the poor benighted souls of 
the aristocracy of Japan, is the same gentle- 
man who some lime ago gave expression to 
bis delight iu having the opportunity of riding 
in jiurikishn drawn by mombers of that moat 
influential and advanced section of the com- 
munity. Of course one oan have no possible 
desire to throw obstacles in the way of good 
people from either Rossis or Sooth Ame- 
rica teaching the nobility of Japan to better 
their ways, which are certainly not very good 
ways at all ; but surely they, on the other 
baud, have nothing very valid to say against 
either the worthiness of the motives or tho 
shrewdness of the policy of those who persist 
iu thinking that the souls of 10 or 100 sensi- 
ble heimin, who form the solid backbone of 
the country, are equal to at least that of ons, 
perhaps somewhat empty-headed, kumaioku. 

There can bo no barm in those sects trying 
to ' bag' a wealthy and " influential" daimio if 
they can, but that may surely be left to seek 
their quieter aims in peace. This dreadful 
communism, 8ir, of which we hear such pain- 
ful things from Russia, goes to show the im- 
portance of religious teachers giving some 
little stteotioo to the moral training in love 
and loyalty of the norm to God and good 
government, doe* it not ? I daresay, after doing 
all this, there may be quite room enough left 
in the Heavenly Homo of many maosions for 
some people who were hers rather bigoted, 
snd sometimes almost stupid. This is by no 
means meaut ss a description of tho old 
aristocracy of Japan, whom everybody ought 
to respect 

I am glad to congratulate our " Orthodox " 
friends on the recently announced liberal ad- 
dition to their funds for propagandists in 
Japan, at s period of financial strain, ilagtta 
fit veritai et prarmUbit ! 

Yours, with modest meekness, 

A VERT OLD AVD OrTBOBO 



ABNORMAL STATURE. 



To tho editor of the Japan < 
Sir:— Apropos of a paragraph from the 
L. d- C. Exprtu, which appears iu your issue 
of last evening, concluding with the words:— 
" he has several brothers and sisters, some of 
" whom meaturt fix fttt." It may perhaps 
interest your readers, ss well as yourself, and a 
certain distinguished professor in Tokio, to 
know that there are one or two Cbinamcu in 
Yokohama, who meature hundred* of feet ; and 
whom I shall bs hsppy to indicate. 

Your* respectfully, 

ANTHROPOPHAGTNIAN. 
Yokohama, August 7th, 1880. 
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THE EARTHQUAKES AT MANILA 
AND THE PROVINCES. 

Our files, received by the Elrano this 
niog, reach to the 24th, nnd are full of 
Jl details regarding tho earthquakes 
experienced during tho fearful week from 
the 16th to tho 22nd. As it is quite impos- 
sible to nolo evory item in them in one issue, 
wo confine ourselves to-day to giving tho 
most important paragraphs from tho 
Diario:— 

THE fcABTHQCAKE OF SUNDAY, 18tH. 

Among the bnildings which sustained 
damage on tbo 18tb, was tlio Mint Hoase, 
which suffered considerably iu tho first 
storey. 

Orders were given to pull down the 
bnildings which threatened any danger to 
the pedestrians ; and engineer* wore goiug 
round surveying tho buildings with that end 
in view. 

The Admiral and his wife 
to live in a steam-launch. 

The emigration of 
on a large scale. 

The peoplo at Cavite saw Manila, on tho 
occasion of the oar houiko, enveloped in n 
donse cloud of dust, and thought that Manila 
was completely destroyed. 

The pillars supporting the wooden honsos 
were found forced into the earth by one- 
fourth of their length. 

The authorities have intimated that for 
the space of fifteen days wooden houses may 
be constructed witbiu Manila for tho ac- 
commodation of the inhabitants, without the 



phenomenon was ob- 
18<J3, a"few days previous to 
ake in that year, in 
f the suspension bridge in the river, 
i of blackish wfttor was soon to burnt 
up, which attracted the attention of tho 
people. In 1809, the same phenomenon 
occurred, then also previous to an earth- 
quake. This year no such thing occurred, 
but during the intensity of tho eartbquako, 
in the anchorage of Cavite, columns of black 
mud were seoti to burst up, with a strong 
smell of sulphur. In Canacao and a few 
other places crevices were opened, and from 
them fine sand and dirty water were ejected. 
In one of these crevices opened in Xueva 
Ecija, tho rent was so wide and deep that an 
old man and a hoy disappeared in it. 

Telegraphic news from Tanl, dated 20th 
instant, 10.25 a-m. says : — " Volcano since 
yesterday afternoon, iwuing lnrgo mass of 



AXOTHER BARTH.^ AEK. 

July 21.— There remains another disaster 
for this country ; God still desires to test onr 
resignation. 

At 3.40 in tho afternoon of yesterday, the 
earth with very violent trepidation, reduced 
to completo ruins tho buildings previously 
partially destroyed, dostroying others which 
were in a state of security. 



The following is tho brief scientific des- 
criptiou of tho phenomenon, according to 
tho observations taken at tbo Atonuo Mu- 



" At 3.40 p.m. to-day, the 20th, strong 
repetition of the earthquake. Duration 45 
seconds ; first maximum oscillation : direc- 
tion S.E, 15° N. to N.W. 15° S. ; amplitude 
Of the total oscillation 17 g ; 8° toward* N.W. 



and £>' J towards the E. -, second maximum 
oscillation: S.E. .V N. to N.W. 4 C S. j total 
amplitude 12" : 5 U to tho E. and "° to tho 
W. Tho iudox of tho vertical seismometer 
deviated 22, 5 J millimetres from its position." 

'I ho sensations produced amongst tho in- 
habitants' who remain in Manila were painful 
indeed, but fortunately wc saw several per- 
sons with true conrago going round, nnd 
with words of consolation, trying to diminish 
the anxiety of tho alarmed and terrorstrioken 
peoplo. 

As soon as the earthqnake ceased, which 
startled many workmen who wuro engaged 
in the reconstruction of tho City, tbo Autho- 
rities turned nut into the streets, amongst 
whom the first we saw were H.E. the Gover- 
nor General, Che Archbishop nnd General 
Director of tho Civil Administration, the 
Civil Governor, nnd tho Colonial Secretary, 
giving to every ono who saluted them a 
consoling word. 

One circumstance wo must note which 
we consider as a precursor of tranquillity 
for the future, that was the eruption of the 
Taal Volcano, which was ignited yesterday, 
sending forth a large quantity of smoke, a 
fact which may be regarded as a favourable 
change in the geological state. 

Telegraphio news from the provinces have 
received, giving the time and strength 
of the shock felt at each place. In Binan, 
tho Church, Court House, and all tho brick 
houses were destroyed. 

The tower of tho Manila Cnthedral fell in. 
Crevices were opened iu several places, 
and among them the Plaza de Palacio. 

Numerous buildings have sustained dama- 
ges, seme of them completely razed to the 
ground ; tho highest buildings suffered most, 
such as churches, palaces, towers, Ac., but 
a detailed description of this as giveu by our 
Manila contemporary is considered to bo too 



long nnd to be almost unnecessary. 

July 22. — The night before yesterday was 
a more sad one than those previously ex- 
perienced for the afflicted residents, . with 
those ever-present movements of trepidation 
at short intervals. There was one at 11 
o'clock, tho violence of which was even 
greater than that of tho afternoon of the 
20th. 

The most courageous man loses his valour 
before a phenomenon so continuous, the con- 
sequences of which will only with difficulty 
bo erased from the mind of tho present 
generation. 

The duty which wc owo to our subscribers 
is a sacred one, but wc cannot, amid the 
general panic and turmoil, infuso into our 
advices the necessary order and tranquillity. 
It is true our work ought to be limited, given 
the state of the city and the whole provinces 
tho brick buildings, toge- 
of tho wooden houses wit I 



of 

ther with 

metallic roofs, have sustained damages or 
more or I us* consideration, nnd with especial- 
ly those rif Manila which are in a complete 
ruin. Without tranquillity to arrange our 
idea, however, and without sufficient rest to 



our labour, wc have decided to give 
cho news in order in which it was received. 

A tolegram from Lingayen, dated 19th 
instant, says : —Yesterday a violent earth- 
quake, time 12.42, oscillation N.E. to S.K. 
duration 1 minute 50 seconds ; deep sub- 
terrancan noise. 

As we noticod before, tho Governor Gene- 
ral sent by telegraph the details of tliu earth- 
quake of the 18th on the afternoon of the 
20th to the mother country, hut as soon as 
that was forwarded, the terrifto earthquake 
uf tbc 20th wai felt at 3.40, owing to which 



ho began to telegraph anew, after going 
through tho streets to infuse peace into the 
minds of the inhabitants with his presence. 

It is ascertained that tho violence of the 
earthquake of the night of the 20th was 
greater than of the 18th. 

In Santa Ana all tho brick honsos camo to 
the ground, some of them built at groat 
expense, and with iron roofs. Tho church 
was tendered useless, and mass was said 
yesterday in tho middle of tho field, when all 
residents joiuod in a rogation. 

Tho ohnrch of San Mateo, also c=*me to 
tho ground. • 

From Cavito wc received a list of buildings 
damaged by the earthquake of tho last few 
days. Largo numbers of inhabitants havo 
abandoned their houses, to go to the neigh- 
bouring village of San rloque, in viow of tho 
security offered by houses of light construc- 
tion. The panic is great, and terror is painted 
in all faces. Those who could not loavu 
this placo contented themselves by living iu 
lower houses, fearing a repetition of the 
earthquake. 

In Canacao the public bnildings have 
sustained mora or loss damage, and in somo 
places boiling water was poured forth from 
crevices in tho earth opened by tho shocks. 

Many nativo families passed the night of 
tho 20th in tho fields and public grounds, 
somo of them being exposed to tbo ram 
which fell at daylight. 

Even in the dredging vessel |*tople found 
refuge shortly after tho violent trepidation 
of the 20th. 

A petition was sent to the Socrctary of 
State for tho Colonies, by wire, requesting 
an increase in tho public works staff to give 
a greater impulse to tho works of reconstruc- 
tion, which are to commence as soon as the 
country is quiet. 

With tho shocks of the night of the 20th, 
tho part of tho tower of the old Cathedral 
standing, came almost completely to tho 
ground, the debris falling upon two adjoin- 
ing houses which had been rendered uninhabi- 
table for tho last two days. 

In a place called Sapa, in the villago of 
Panducau, several crevices were opened, somo 
of two palms wide, from which a kind of 
clny was thrown out ; yesterday these crevices 
were somewhat reduced in width. 

According to tho opinion of persons on 
whom wo place entire credit, tho centre of 
tho great geological commotion of those fow 
, days is described as covering Manila and 
Laguna especially. In the rest of the pro- 
vinces the effect is believed to be of smaller 
consideration. 

The greatest portion of tho private establish- 
ments, both inside and outside the walls, 
were closed yesterday, and tho sight was a 
mournful one t<» contemplate; very few 
pedestrians were to lie seen, and tho carriage 
traffic was considorally reduced. 

Yesterday, at noon, a British man-of-war 
anchored in tho port, of whoso name and 
fmm what port sho came we are ignorant. 
What receptions and what sights will meet 
these seamen in going through the streets 
of this city ! 

A most touching pastoral letter was pub- 
lished by tho Arch-bishop of Manila, Fray 
Pedro Payo, infusing consolation and devo- 
tion into the paoplo asking them to practise 
penitence in order to decrease the anger of 
God. According to this pastoral a m iss was 
to be celebrated in the cirap of Baijnnbayan, 
ami navy, public officers. 



to which the army 
Ac, will have to 
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Jnly 28. — The rims, as announced to bo 
Mid in tho Bagnnbayan camp, took place 
yesterday. Tho ceremony was imposing in 
ths extreme, after which the Pastoral 

Benediction and a sermon follosved. The 
congregation dispersed in processional form. 

A fine allocation by the Governor Gene- 
ral was published in a Gattta extraordinary 
to tho inhabitants of the Phillipinos, 
yesterday. 

It is impossible to arrive at a correct idea 
of the immense number of residents who lire 
on board the steamers in the bay and in the 
port, and also in every insignificant vessel in 
the harbour. In the CadU ulone there are no 
less than twenty families, with some forty or 
more children ; some forty people were in tho 
Churruca, nod as many in the Elcano ; eighty 
in the Salovlorn, five or six families in the 
dredge, nml several more in the lorcha and 
boats. Praise is due to Messrs Olnno 
Larrinaga, and Reyes A Co. for then gal- 
lantry in placing their vessel* at tho disposal 
of thoae who songht refuge afloat, and for 
the hospitality they have shown to the 
guests. 

A schooner rigged Portuguese man-of-war 
arrived here yesterday. Owing to the stato 
of the city, and the concussion that may be 
caused by the firing of ordnance, the ncknow- 
lodgement of salutes by tho shore battery to 
vessels of war that may arrivo at this ]>ort 
baa been prohibited. 

The water works in course of construction 
were not affected by tho shocks of earth- 
quake. 

Amongst the measures adopted by the 
authorities towards a speedy reconstruction 
of the city is that uo more than 10 per cent 
over tho current price will be allowod on tho 
sale of materials for building. 

The following reassuring note of tho 
Jesuit Fathers regarding the earthquake of 
yesterday reached our hands : " The com- 
motions continue, but it is observed in 
tbem a sensible decrease in the shortness of 
the intervals as well as in the intensity 
of the shocks. The pendulum, which had 
not been quiet since tho 18th up to 3 p.m. 
yesterday (2lst), this morning and this even- 
ing has been soyeral times in complete quiet- 

The following was received at the last 
moment, dated Li pa, 22nd, 3 p.ra, —Since 
yesterday morning the state of the volcano 
baa improved, and it possibly will booii return 
to its normal condition. 

July 24. — the leng truce between the ces- 
sation of the shock and tho moment we write 
this, seems to indicate the disappearance of 
all fresh danger, and we can now proceed 
with our daily work. We noticed yesterday 
aome following this sound example, and we 
feel sure, all will soon be joined in the same 
endeavour. 

Tho Inspectors of Public Works wore 
detached to survey the buildings in danger. 

It is proposed to a»e dynamite in a most 
prudent and moderate form to blow down 
the base of the tower of tho old Cathedral. 

Peoplo arrived from Hoilo say that the 
phenomenon of Sunday was not folt there, 
and owing to this oiroumslauce the earth- 
quakes of the following days would also 
seem to have passed unporceived. 

Prayors continue in all tho churches for 
the complete cessation of the earthquakes. 

The photographers engaged taking views 
of different buildings wilh tho object of send- 
ing them to Europe, tho pro 
other ermntrie*.— Chim MaiL 



ACCOUNT OF KOBE KU-* 



(Hiogo News Traction.) 

Kobe Ku comprises the two ports of Kobe 
and Hiog,. ; it U 154 ri from Tok.o, and 
measures 3.770,614 umbo. 7 go, 4 shaku. 
The small stream called the Cji-kawA separa- 
tes the town of Kobe from that of Hiogo. 
To tho north of the town there are the 
of Suwa a FoUtabi, and it has 



three harbours faciug the soa on its south 
side. To the southeast it has a view of tho 
mountains of 8ettsu, Idsumi and Kii, which 
hare tho appearance of green folding screens 
at a far distance, and tho island of Awaji 
stretches from west to Bouth. One point of 
Awaji being opposite to Kii, a Urge sea g»te 
is formed, with the small island of Tomago- 
shima in the "centre. The point of Wada, at 
the western extremity of Hiogo, faces the point 
of Nishinomiya, embracing a piece of sea. 
The harbnnr of Kobe lies between tho mouth 
of tho Minato-gawa and the shore of Ono. 
This district has main roads lending to the 
provinces of Saniudo and Sanyodo, via 
Harima, at the west, and it is connected with 
Saikio, Osaka and Shiga by tho railway at 
the east. Tho situation is in the centre of 
tho Empire, n:id the immense vessels which 
pnss via the Inland Sea through the Straits 
of Bnkan anchor at this port. Indeed there 
is no other port in . tho Empire so advanta- 
geously situated. The creation of the port 
or Hiogo is of very ancient date ; the vessels 
which sailed from Kiushiu, Sikoku and the 
Northern provinces assembled at this port as 
now. The opening of the port of Kobe took 
placo quite recently. Tho treaty with the 
United States and other foreign powers 
having been made in the 4th month of tho 
3rd year of Kciwo (1867), the 7th day of 
the 12th month of tho same year was tho first 
dnv on which foroiirncrs resided at Kobe, but 



16,897; population, 43,738, including 5,104 
temporarrrosidenU in 2.721 houses. Tb* 
returns of tho 1st month of the HUi year 
gave : Houses, 17,679; population, 47,201, 
including 5,&36 temporary residents in 8,880 
bouses. Showing an increase in one year of 
722 houses, or over 1.27 per cent, and 3,463 
», or over 7.917 per cent. The 
„ for tho 12th year gave : Houses, 
18,660, with a population of 50,337 ; showing 
an increase of 1,041 houses, or over 5.99 per 
cent., and of 3,136 residents, or under 6.644 
per cent. In this 13th year the houses 
Immber 18,403, with 55,211 inhabitant., as 
abovo mentioned. In comparison with last 
year are there 257 houses less, or about 2.38 
per cont, but there ha* been an increase in the 
population of 4,874, or about 9.682 per cent. 
Tho cause of tho unusual docrease in the 
number of tho houses, in face of an increased 
population, is to be accounted for in that last 
year local taxes were collected according to 
the number of houses ; but if the figures for 
this year are compared with those of the 10th 
year it will bo seen that in three years the 
number of houses has increased 1,506, or 
about 861 per cent., and tho population 
11,473, or about 26.23 per cent. 
There are 212 houses occupied by 858 
its, of nationalities as follows ■ — 

Houses. Male. Female. Total. 

96 146 48 103 

30 80 84 CS 

Gorman 10 S8 9 43 

Dutch 4 t» 1 10 

Portuiruese 7 H ... 8 

D.anish 1 4 ... 4 

Austro Hungarian... 2 3 ... 8 
Hawaiian 

Chinese 42 426 91 517 

Italian ■ 1 1 - 1 

French 1 8 7 15 

As tho port of Kobe is very conveniently 
situated, the trade is progressing favorably. 
When the port was opened after the treaty 

loruwun. , — in tha 3rd year of Kowo tho foreigners who 

now the Japanese and foreigners are becom- se ulod at tho port woro Dutch, German, 
ing nnmcrous and tho masts of vessels are | British and American people who had already 
standing like tho trees in the forests. Before 
the opening of the port the district consisted 
only of three villages, viz: Kobe-mura, 
FutaUujaya-mora, and Hashindo-murii, com- 
prising in all 1.800 houses, tho inhabitants of 
which consisted of sollcrs of articles used by 
junks, sake and rioe merchants, fishermen, 
Ac. The ward of Aioioho, which lies between 
the Minato-gawa and Uji-kawa, is now a very 
thriving place, but aome ten years ago the 
site was bare fields. 

The honscs in tbe two ports nnm,ber 18,403, 
with a population of 55,211; 2,773 of the 
houses are occupied by temporary residents, 
who number 2,764. Among the temporary 
residents, the pooplo of Osaka stand first, 
numbering 1.199; tho people of Okayama 
Ken and Kioto Fu coming next, with over 
440 each ; then come the people of Sakai 
Ken, Wakayama Ken, Yehime Ken, Nagasaki 
Ken, Ishikawa Ken, Tokio Fu, and Sliye 
Ken. Among tbe people of the provinces 
under tho administration of tho three Fu and 
37 Ken. there are no people from Okinawa 
Kan iu Kobe, but there are a few of those of 
other prefectures than those above named. 
Tho population and honscs are increasing in 
proportion with tho progress of trade. In 
connection with the state of affairs during 
the past two or throo years, I offer tho follow- 
ing statistics. In tho 1st month of the )0th 



mora ana customs, una 
the trade has happened 
of the port till the present 



year of Meiji 



return 



Houses, 



e A report on Kobe and the neighbourhood by 
Mr Murioka. governor of Hiogo Ken, aodprassatea 
to His Majesty tho Mikado during his - 
Journey through the provinces.— Bd. J. 0. 



been engaged in trado at Yokohama and 
Nagasaki, and moat of the Japanese who 
opened trade at this port were the merchants 
of Saikio and Osaka, who also had experience 
in foreign trade at Yokohama. Consequent- 
ly the Japanese and foreigners were not 
utter strangors to eaob other, as they knew 
each others' manners and customs, and 
nothing to disturb 
from the 
time. 

Trade made considerable progress during 
the 1st and 2nd years of Meiji, and has 
.v^adily progressed ever since. According to 
tho returns of the Bureau of Customs of the 
Finance Department, there was an increase 
in tho amount of. exports and imports every 
year for the four years from the 8th year of 
Meiji to the 11th yonr, is follows:— 
Vitus or ExroBTB. 

St by*ar(lS7S) Yen 3.0^.342.896 

9th s,ouopWeo«»»w 

loco 5,SH«,779.817 

Uth 5,445,76013 

Valub or Imfobt*. 
Hth year Ten 4,748,950.8*1 

Uth ,, -.. • •• 3,776,043^60 

10th 6,01)2,533.042 

11th 6.604,038.223 

According to this return tho amount of 
exports in the 11th year was over 420,000 
yen leas than in the 10th, but this was 
owing to a large quantity of rice, whioh is 
not an ordinary export, being exported in 
tho latter year. I will therefore make a list 
tbe export :— 
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. Yen 2,906,756499 
8.oa7.2«7.715 

3.788.088.5Ot; 

"th r- 4.281,420.127 

From thU lint it in clear that both the ex 
port aim] import trades are increasing veer by 
year ; bat the real progress of tho trade of 
this port is not apparent unless it is com- 
pared with that of other porta. Therefore 
tho liata of export* and import* will be re 
spoctirely oomparod with thoso of other 
ports : — 

Exfokts raoM othik P.«ts. 
8th year... Yen 15,0*7,500 

23.l!»4.4H9-increas<)over57'' 

10th 31.0l3,5U-,lecr««e ,. 11 ,. 

19,178.996- ,. ,. 8.8.. 

Port. 



19.178.996- 
)BT« ntn* 
.Yen 8.030.242 



9t»« 3.*W.'.WH-increaae over S5.7 ",' 

»°»h „ &.860.779— ,. „ £4.1 .," 

Hth 3,435,704— <iec«vBii. i .. 7.3 ,. 

On looking at this lint the exports of this 
port do not show a comparatively great in- 
crease, but thore is no export or ailk at 
Kobe, this trade being cntirnly confined 
to Yokohama, although a considerable 
portion of silk is manufactured in this 
vicinity. In tho 9th year there win a 
groat increase in the export of silk from 
Yokohama, owing to failure of the crop in 
Europe, aod therefore this export may bo 
considored unusual. Tho yearly export of 
silk averages between 5,000,000 and 9,000,000 
yen, and in tho 9th year it reached 13.000,000 
yen. Consequently, deducting 5,000,000 for 
an excessive silk export in the 9th yonr, ami 
exeluding rice, the increase and decroose'of 
exports from this port compared with others 
will bo as follows : — 

Extobts raon oraas Pobts. 

8th year Yen 14,716.487— 

9tb 18.064.454-increBse aboat 23 

18,346,383- „ over 2 „ 

18.881,798- .. .. 2.9 „ 

Expobts raoM thib Post. 

Yen i.W»5,7.V,— 

■j* S^M7.»S7-lucrease about l.l 

lOih tt 8,7H8,0R8— „ over £5 „ 

Xlth „ 4.881,420— ., „ 13 ., 

: to this list the exports from all 
inoroaaing, toe increase from 
lis port being the greatest.. 
The rate of increase and decrease of im- 
ports is shown in the following list:— 

Sth yetr Yen 3*0(9^4,163 

IKa „ 21,345.860— increase over 1.6 

10th » 26,836.430— ,. „ 26.7,, 

11th , 23,811,110— decrease „ 13 „ 

IHroBTS TO THIS PORT. 

.Yen 4.748,950 

3,776,043— decreaae over 20 7-. 

6,002,588— increase „ 34.9 ., 

6,504.038— „ „ S7 „ 

to this list the imports in tho 
9th year decreased over 20 per cent, whilst 
in the 10th and lltlt years they increased 
35 and 27 per oent. Therefore tho increase 
of imports at this port was greater than tt 



10th 
11th 



There have lately been aigna of change in 
tlie trado of Kobe, and thoro is a matter 
which it is considered will bring about an 
alteration in tho aspect of trade at this port. 
This ia the opening of a direct lino of steam 
communication by tho Mitan Bishi Mail 
Steam Ship Company between Hongkong 
and Kobe, on the 1 1th month of the 12th 
year of Moiji (November, 1880). The follow, 
ing ia a lint showing the exports and import* 
between Hongkong and this port for the six 
innntha ending June 30th, 1879, compared 
with tho corresponding period this year : — 

Six Mouths 



Rrports . 
Imports 



Juas 80th, 1879. 

Ysn 410,921.935 

, 108,058.716 



; to tho above lists, Brat— the ex- 

ehave increased ; 2nd— tho increase has 
greater in comparison at this port than 
i; and 3rd — in comparing the 
of imports at this port with other 
porta, the increase at this port is shown to 
bo comparatively more. 

There are 138 houses carrying on trade at 
this port tinder the designation of Boyeki-sbo 
(trading merchants), who hare established a 
guild with 
pose of 
procure 

I than in 



th dnly authorised rules, for the pur- 
improving trading facilities and to 
future benefits. They number 21 



8ix Mowtbh cwoiNO J una 30th. 1880. 

Exports Yen 493,777.567 

Import* 4U .514 467 

lucres*? of Exports Yen 82.854.637 

„ Imports 308.455.751 

According to this list tho increase in ex- 
porta for tho first half of the 13th year of 
.Meiji was over 82,855 yon or ovor 20 per 
cent. But this increase is still nnaatisfactory, 
because tho incrcaao in imports has been 
as great as 308,455 yen, or about four 
times more than tho increase in exports. 
The principal exports are copper, isinglass, 
camphor and wax, the export of wax 
being doublo that of last year. Tho prin- 
cipal imports aro yarn, sugar, tin, leather, 
drugs, and iron. The increase in has 
boon over 28 times, in iron over five times, in 
leather and drugs about double, and in sugar 
about six times. There was no tin imported 
from Hongkong during the first six months 
of last year, whilst this year it amounted to 
over 13,383 yon. 

The aspects of tho trade with Hongkong 
are as above mentioned. Now if the Osaka- 
Kobe railway's branch roaches the port of 
Tsnruga, which is a harbour for vessels 
trading in the north sea, thus oponing up a 
convenient means of transport, the trade of 
the port will no doubt greatly progress. 

Commercial business at Hiogo is carried 
on according to old customs with the people 
of the various provinces, but thore is no 
means of knowing the amount of exports and 
imports. Kstituates will therefore be made 
in accordance with tho number of vessels 
that have entered during tlie past ten years. 
The average amount of imports per year is 
a* follows:— Rice, 1,050,000 koko, rained 
at about 8,400,000 yen ; Hokkai products, 
250,000 koku, rained at about 2,600,000 yon ; 
products of the Western Provinces, 
I in 690 vessels, rained at about 
000 yen ; dried fish, imported in 1,350 
Is, about 500,000 yen ; salted fish, im- 
ported in 2,000 vessels, about 400,000 yon ; 
fresh fish, imported in 75,000 vessels (fish- 
ing boats), about 375,000 yen. The total 
Imports are about 13,435,000 yen, 70 per 
cent, of which is exported to other pi 
and the remainder consumed at this port. 

Thus the trade of Hiogo and Kobe is pro- 
grossing favorably, owing to these porta be- 
ing farorably situated for transportation. 
The steamers — large and snvill — >vhioh run 
between Osaka and tl.o ports of Shikoku, 
Kiushiu and Chiugoku, calling at Kobe and 
Hiogo, hare increased to 60, the largest 
owners being the Kaikosba, at Sakayemachi- 
yochomo, this company having ten steamers 
with an aggregate tonnago of 1,463 tons, be- 
sides which three other steamers are in 
course of construction. This company waa 
established in tbe 4th month of the 12th 
year of Moiji, with a capital of 120,000 yen, 



which was increased to 200,000 yen in the 
first month of this year, and a farther ad- 
dition of 160,000 yon is now being made. 
The steamers are divided into foar linos, as 
follows : 

1- — To Hiyakunnki, Higo, via Bakwan 
(Shimonoseki), Nagoto; Hakata, Chikasea ; 
and Nagasaki, Hisen. 

2.— To Tmari, Hixen, — via Tadotsn, Sanu- 
ki; Hiroshima, Aki ; Karainoseki, Snwo; 
Mitajiri, Sowoj Bakwan, Nagate; and Ha- 
kata, Chiknsen. 

3 — To Uwajima, Iyo,— ria Tadotsn, Sa- 
nnki; Mitaugahama, Iyo; Nagaharaa, Iyo ; 
Beppn, Bungo; Saganoseki, Bnngo ; and 
Yawatahama, Iyo. 

4. — To Hiroshima, — ria Okayama, Bixen ; 
Takamatsu, Sanuki ; Tadotao, Sannki ; To. 
motau, Bingo ; and Onnmichi, Bingo. 

There is a branch office of the Mitan Btabi 
Company at Kobe, and the arrivals and de- 
partures of the steamers of this company 
during the 12th year of Meiji were as fol- 
lows : — Arrivals, 212; departures, 210. Total 
tonnage, 517,345 tons. 

With the adranoe made in navigation, the 
shipbuilding art has also progressed. The 
principal shipbuilding establishment is the 
Hiogo Koaaku Bunkioku. From the 12th 
month of the 4th year of Meiji to the 6th 
month of the 13th year, 15 ressols— steamers 
and sailing vessels — have been constructed 
at these works, besides which a large quan- 
tity of machinery for the use of rossels has 
been manufactured. The Iron Works of 
Messrs. E. C. Kirby A Co., British subjects, 
at Ono-hama, come next. The prinoipal 
business of these Works ia the building of 
ships and the construction of machinery to 
be used in vessels. Twelve steamers — large 
and small — have heen constructed at these 
works from tbe 1st month of the 12th year 
of M eiji to the present date. There are 
seven other shipbuilding establishments at 
Hiogo, where 4 steamora, 9 sailing vessels of 
foreign style, 3 largo Japanese junks and 
many small junks have been built from the 
1st mouth of tbe 12th year of Moiji to tho 
present time. 

There aro many other establishments in 
this town, sueh as newspaper offices, print- 
ing offices, paper mill, Ac., but leaving these 
without remark, I will conclude this report 
of Kobe distriot, having only directed atten- 
tion to the prinoipal subjects 
the prosperity of the town. 



X&vc Reports. 



Is H. B. M.'a Court fob Jafa*. 



Before R. T. 

I»B wis versus 

IWAiy, Any<ut 17th, 1880. 

This was a claim for $130.60 proceeds of 
an auction held by defendant over plaintiffs 
goods at No. 81-A, and for a furthor sum of 
$100 damages on account of plaintiff baring 
been prevented from leaving Yokohama 
through defendant's failing to pay. 

Tbe defendant denied liability, and brought 
a cross suit under which ho claimed 993.75 
for goods bought by plaintiff at tbe auction 
bold on the 12th July. 

m^SS^^JS^L 7th «y 
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I authorized Mr. Bourne to sell my furniture 
by public unction. The auction was adver- 
tised in a local paper and hold at the 
" Britiiih Queen " No. 81-a on Monday, the 
12th July. (Copy of advertisement in the 
Japuii Gazette produced.) I purchased some 
goods at the auction myself, for which Mr. 
Boom claimed $98.75, but the claim ought 
only to be $2H.75 because part of these goods 
were afterwards rem o rod to Mr. Bourne's 
auction room and there re sold for higher 
prices than tboy had brought at the first 
auction. As for the U tter produced by Mr. 
Bourne as his warrant for handing too pro- 
ceeds of my auction over to Mr. Kirkwood 
on behalf of the distrainer, which note pro- 
f osaes to be signed by Mr. Litchfield in my 
name, I declare that I nevor gave Mr. Litch- 
field authority to sign such a document in my 
name. Nor did I myself authorise Mr. Bourne 
to hand tho proceeds over to a third person ; 
I fully expected that the money would be 
handed to me. Mr. Bourne told mo that be 
would detain the money in consequence of 
Mr. Kirkwood's letter until next Friday, 
when I might come for it. When I called on 
Friday, Mr. Bourne told me that ho had hand- 
ed the money to Mr. Kirkwood. On Saturday, 
tho 10th July, a distress warrant bad been 
executed on my premises by the United 
States Marshal. I had already previously 
Bold tho buildings to a Chinese merchant. I 
had bought the buildings from Mr. Living- 
stone, who is lessee of the ground under a lease 
from an American citizen, Mr. Bridgens. 
believe the Chinaman now holds the lease. 
Tho distress ou my premises was for Mr. 
Bridgens' debts, and 1 thought it Btrange that 
M Mr. Bridgens has other buildings on th 
same compound distress for his debts should 
be made on my premises. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bourne -. — Mr 
Litchfield, on the 10th July, told me that he 
had made an arrangement with Mr. Kirk- 
wood regarding the auction proceeds re- 
maining in your hands nutil tho question of 
the right of distress had been decided. I 
agreed that the money should so remain 
until Friday. 

This closed plaintiff's case. 
Win. Bourne, sworn : — I am an auc- 
tioneer, carrying on business at Not. 70 
and 71. On the morning of tho 12th July 
before the auction of plaintiffs goods com- 
menced, I received a letter from Mr. Kirk- 
wood (letter produced and handed in) desir- 
ing that 1 should retain the proceeds of tho 
»ale in my hands until Friday next and 
providing the dispute was not settled by that 
time the amount should be paid to Mr. Kirk- 
wood. He bought goods for 893.75 and after 
the auction I left them in charge of my 
servant with orders not to deliver them 
until paid for, On the 17th and 21st July 
I received letters from Mr. Kirkwood (letters 
produced and handed in). Part of tho goods 
which Lewis had bought in, woro forcibly 
detained by Lewis, and I had to apply to 
the United States consular guard to get 
them back. From my counter-claim of $93.25 
has to be deducted $29.17 proceeds of goods 
resold by me. After receipt of Mr. Kirk- 
wood's letters I sent him a copy of tlie ac- 
count-snlc niid ft cheque for $130.60. My 
authority for doing so was a document 
signed by Mr. Litchfield in \he name of 
Ijevri*. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lewis :-I have 
repeatedly asked you to pay me ; the last time 
in the preeenoo of Mr. Litchfield and ray 
clerk : the former said he would advise you to 
pay. 

Mr. Bourne called as 



Mr. G. W. Elmer, who said :— On tho 10th 
July I was United States Deputy Marshal. 
I rece ived from the United States Consul 
General a warrant of distress against 
Lewis for rent duo by Mr. Bridgens to the 
Society Mobil ier at Shanghai. I executed 
the warrant and left a man named Valen- 
tino in possession. He remained there from 
Saturday afternoon nntil tho following Mon- 
day the 12th, when Messrs. Bourne A Co. took 
charge of the goods in ordor to sell them by 
auction. On the 10th Lewis brought Mr. 
Litchfield to me, while I was executing tho 
wan-ant : he told me that Mr. Litchfield was 
hia counsel. On Monday morning the 12th 
1 went to Mr. Kirkwood's office, wliere I 
received from him, as counsel for the dis- 
trainors, a letter signod by him and Mr. 
Litchfield authorising Mr. Bourno to sell the 
goods in a shorter spaoo of time than warrant- 
ed by tho distress warrant. I showed that 
letter to Mr. Lewis, who said " all right." 

Mr. Litchfield, sworn: — Mr. Lewis came 
to my offico on the 10th July for advice as 
to a distress warrant. I followed him to his 
house where 1 inspected the warrant and 
found it in order. I advised him not to resist 
the warrant. 1 afterwards saw Mr. Kirk- 
wood, who wss acting for the distrainer. I 
arranged with him that the sale should be 
allowed to proceed on Monday the 12tb. I 
thou sent for Lewis and informed him of the 
arrangement made. He promisod to como 
back on Monday morning the 12th bntdid not 
come, and I went to Mr. Kirkwood's office, 
where 1 signed documents embodying the 
terms which had been arranged between us 
tho previous Saturday. Two days after the 
sale I sent for Mr. Lewis and then learnt 
from him that he repudiated my authority. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lowis : — 1 consider 
that yon authorised me to mako the arrange- 
ment. 

To tho Court : — I expressly told Lewis that 
if an arrangoiAont was not arrived at by him 
before the next Friday, the proceeds of the 
auction would be handed over to Mr. Kirk- 
wood. 

Harold Van Buron, sworn : — I am U. S. 
Marshal and produce the warrant of distress 
which I received from the U. S. Consul- 
General, and I will send in a certified copy. 
The warrant was executed by Mr. Elmer. 

Wednesday, August \%th, 1680. 

This was a claim for $130.60 proceeds of 
I an auction held by defendant over plaintiff's 
goods at No. 81a., and for a further sum of 
' $100 damages on account of plaintiff being 
i prevented from leaving the country by not 
being paid his due. 



the distress put in by the landBW in order 
that a sale may proceed. 

If I had not agreed to pay the money to 
the landlord the sale would have been i 
ss the goods were no longer in Lewis | 
sion. As to the counterclaim, I hare i 
on proceeds for my oommiesion so, ■ 
ed to sue. The goods mentioned in Lewis's 
as being put in for sale 




Mr. Lewis said : On the 6th July I sold 
the premises to a Chinaman with tho | 
to give np possession on tt 
10th. On the 7th I got my 
the same day I authorised Mr. Bourne to 
the auction. I only askod Mr. Litchfield for 
his advic*, and I never authorised him in my 
name to sign the letter binding me to hand 
over the proceeds of the auction. 

Judgment reserved. 



The defendants, Messrs. Ba 



4 Co., 



denied liability aud presonted a counter claim 
for $93.75 for goods bought by plaintiff at 
the above-mentioned auction. 
The parties appeared in person. 
Plaintiff produced a copy of the lease he 
bought from Mr. Livingstone and also tho 
document, bv which ho transferred tho pro- 
perty to a Chinaman. Ho added that Mr. 
Litchfield was in possession of the original 
lease to Mr. Bridgens. 

Mr. Bourne addressed the court and said : 
Before the sale began the goods were in legal 
custody under distress. The authority of 
the counsol for the landlord countersigned by 
Mr. Litchfield on behalf of Lewis was suffi- 
cient to justify me in paying the money over 
as directed; even if Mr. Litchfield had exceed- 
ed his authority an auctioneer has authority 
to promise on behalf of his principal to satisfy 



i Mabtik Dohmem, Esq., Acting-Judge. 
Saturday, Avgiut 7th, 1880. 
Ecqshi C. Ditookt v*. Joseph Sierra. 

This was a charge of aasault and 

The accused denied tho charge 

Plaintiff, sworn : — I am an 
citizen, second mate of the Bohemia. On the 
4th ins t., in the morning, I left the publio 
house called " The Richmond " in order to go 
on board my ahip the Bohemia. Arrived on toe 
French hatoba 1 received a blow on the head 
with a olub and found myself set upon by 
several people, who beat me most unmerciful- 
ly TUe accused Smith is however the only 
one whom I have been able to identify. I 
loht a ring, an umbrella, a hat and a coat 
on that occasion besides receiving several 
bruises both in the face and on my body. 

Cross-examined by Smith : — You were the 
first man who bit me with a club. 

Plaintiff called as witness 

A. Clifford, third officer of Bohemia, en 
American citisen, who was sworn and said I 
I came ashore with the plaintiff on the 3rd 
instant, and early in the morning of the 4th 
we went from the Richmond house to the 
French Hatoba to go board. On our way 
wo were attacked by some unknown people, 
I received some blows myself, and I heard 
somebody sing out : " Smith ! what are you . 
about P but I did not recognito the ac- 
crued. 

Adolph Cauldridge, carpenter on board 
the Bohemia, sworn : I am a German sub- 
ject. I was in company with plaintiff, the 
2nd and 3rd mate of the Bohemia, when I on 
the morning of the 4th left the Richmond 
house to go to the French Hatoba. On onr 
way we were assaulted by more than half 
a dosen men, who armed with olubs 
and stones were waiting for ns in the 
street. I distinctly identify the accused 
Smith as boing one of the attacking party. 
Wo ran to the hatoba, but were followed and 
again attacked and severely handled. I saw 
the plaintiff had lost his ring aud hat, hia 
coat and pants were all torn up- 
Cross-examined by Smith : — I was the 
man who seised a man who was standing at 
the corner with a club behind hia back. 
This closed plaintiff's case. 
Defondant called as witness, 
Ludwig Hanson, a Norwegian, discharged 
sailor, sworn: — I had been dancing in the 
" California House," and I and several other 
were stnnding in the morning at the street 
corner, when the Bohemia people passed. I 
had a small cane in my Lund, mid the ear- 
pen ter of the Bohemia wanted to take it from 
me, eaying that aomebody had thrown some- 
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thing at him. I wna struck with an umbrella 
and a fight ensued : we were only three, but I 
the Bohemia people ran and we followed and 
gave them a hiding at tho hntoba. Wi had 
seen nothing of the Rohtnria people during 
the night before the row took place. Tho 
2nd mate of the Dnheinia was tho only | 
one who had an timbrel la ; it waa with hia 
umbrella that I waa atrnck ? whether it was he 
who struck me or not. None of us 
bad n elnb, only I had a stick. Smith bad 
no elnb. Plaintiff flung stones on tho 
French hatoba, he wna struck by Smith, 

Thomaa Burns, discharged British sailor 
confirmed the evidence of the former wit- 



Ang. 14, Jap. str. Tiuruga-Marv, Stesdman, fifil, 
from Kobe, Muila and General, to M. It. M. S. S, 



Hi 



I 



Ana. 1«, Am. skip LueiU. Talbot, 1,400, for Ban 
Francisco, 2,490 tooa Tea, despatched b 



f, 



Defendant said that it waa about 2 o'clock 
in the morning of tho 4th that be and two com- 
i left a dance at the California house and 
standing together in the Btroet when 
1 men from the Bohemia' passed, and the 
second-mate attacked and strnck him. The 
fonr men then ran for the French hatoba, 
and witness followed them to take satisfac- 
tion oat of the second-mate 
nn provoked attack. Tho carpenter 
bar hia way and witness struck, 
witness got hold of the second 
punished him. 

His Honour observed, that defendant had 
now admitted tho assault ; it waa not proved 
to his satisfaction that that plaintiff had 
attacked defendant first. 

He ordered defendant to be ii 
during; a fortnight with hard labor. 



Fonaxrd Ho. Wade, 941, fiom 
lemdon, (Ion, ml. to Malcolm A < V>. 
Anir 16, Jap itr. Suimda-Maru, llobonet. Sttfi, from 
liungko. u vin Kobe, Mail* and tieurra], to 11. II, 

>l. S S. Co. 

Auk h', Hiii. barq. Partita, Pateraun. 1,012, finm 
Amwrip, March 14th, General to A. Reim»r« i 

Co. 

Aug. 17, tier barq. mark /XainW. Veal, «U, from 

Nattiisuki. Coals, to I'. Hohm. 
Aug IT, Jap. barq. Auwjishima'Maru, Creigltton, 

. S24 fi Kuuoeak'. Cor.l», to M. H. M. H. S <U> 

Aug. IT, Hiil str. JpawM-, Wilding, 1,4 in, from 

London via Hongk„ng, General, to hiittrrfield * 

Swire. 

Auk !7, Am. >tr. City of Tot-Co, Maury, ft .OH), from 
Hongkong, Muilii aud General, to IV bt. S. 8. Co 

Ann- 19, Brit, ulr Halatta, Scaton, ),7»5», 
Hongkong via X Ka»nk i am' 
lieneml. to P. A O. Co. 



Auj; 1H. .lap. str- 

fnr Hakodate, Haila 

M. II. M. S. S. Co. 
Aug. IS, Jap. atr. Oimkai-Uaru, Conner, 1,917, for 

Shanghai and porta, Hails and General, despatched 

br XI. B. M. N. S. Co. 
Aug. 19. II. M. corvette .Vodeits, Capt. Mead. 1,402 

tons, 3M> H.P.. for tho Sooth. 
Aug. 19. H II M. despatch-vessel Initial, I.fceot- 

Comd. Annosloy, 985 tons. 2-guns, for Kobe. 
Aug. 19, ." 

I»." Co. 



PASSENGERS. 

Per Jap. str. Wiiaoto-Varu from Hongkong via 
t£™ Knb * ■— Mr - M " K- B- Watson, Mesars. Kirby, 
and D ™»"«b»». J- w »» rt - McCarthy, Da la " 
nod 5 Japan' se in cabin ; and I Europeans 



IW 



DEPARTURES. 



the 

ll In 

Finally 
and 



^hipping. 



ARRIVALS. 

July 91, Brit, sun-bant Fos Jwtniil, Capt. Howell, 
*70 HJ> , from " 



Aug. 1, Jan. sir. ToyosAima-lfaru, Hnbbard, 94«, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. M. 
8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 1, Jap. sir. H'aJwpKwnj-Jforu, Christenseu, 
1.300, from Kobe, Units and General, to H. B. SI. 

Aug. 1, Brit, barque Cuba, Slsbell. 320, 
Takao. IStfc Jnly, 8,500 pieals Sugar, to K 
Man Tat 

Aag. 1, Jap. atr. .V..,nl«-jfoni, Walker. 1,803, from 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 
• I S.I.Oo. 

Ang. 6, Jap. atr. Taioaayo-Mam, Yoong, 1,230, 
from Shanghai and purl*, Malls and General, to 
M. B. kf. Co. 

Ang. 6, Brit. str. BeUjic, Davison, 2,6-7. from Sau 
Francisco, Mails and General, to O k O. 8. 9. i o 

Aug. 6, Brit. str. Suiufa, Reevea, 1.701, from Hong- 
kong, via Nagasaki and Kobe, Mails and General, 
to V. k O Co. 

Ang. 9, Jap. str. TaJbseAiAo-J/am, Nya, 1.407. from 
Bakodate, Mails and O.neraJ, to M. B. M. R. S. 
Oo. 

Ang. 9, Jap. str. K'i*(mo y e- Vara, Dithlefun. 1 1.13 
from Hakodate. Mails and General, to M. B. M 
8. 8. Co. 

Aag. », Freaeb eorveUe CAamptata, Capt. Minbaud, 

1^40 tons, 10-gons, V*> 11.1'.. from Hakodate 
Ang. 10, Jap str. I'oyoaAima-Ifjru, nabbard, 94tj, 

from Kobe, Haila and General, to M. B. H. H S. ( 
Aug. 10, Jap. barqae TaiKei-Man, Black, 700, from 

Nagasaki. Coala, to M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Aog. 10, H. H. oorvetta Vodsats, Capt. Mead, 1.401 

tons, 860 H.I'., from Hakodate. 
Aug. 11, I' rob. str. I'olaa, fluirand, 1,502, from 

Hongkong, alalia and Geoera , to M. M. i 'n. 
Aug. 11, Jsp. str. Buyo-Mar*. Moore. »M, from 

Kob*. alalia and Genoml, to M. it. M. S. s Co 
Aag. 11, Jap. atr. 14'atoaouro-lforu, Chriatenaen, 

1,900, from Kobe with Korean Embassy on board. 
Aug. 12, V. 8. flag-ship RicAiaond, Capt Beolum, 

800 H.P., 14-guna. from Kobe. 
Aug. IS, Jsp. str. ', raAa<-.V«w, Conner, 1,917, from 

Shanghai and poi is, Hails and General, to M. B. 

M. S. 8 Co. 

Aug. 14, Am. barq. How, Brans, 798, from New York, 



Japan' i 
Japnueae in steerage. 

Per Am. barq. Cy>in« for Ran Francisco : — Mrs. 
Latham, Mins Latham, Misses Brown and Maatrr 
Latham. 

Per Brit. atr. Ottanie for San Franoiaoo : — Revd. 

August 1. Britiali gunboat FWaouml, Cap'.. Howell, 1 and Mrs. Sprague, Mrs Jsnkina, Ensign A. T. 

4 ,;ui 8. 470 H.P.. for Hakodate. 1 Freeman. i\n a.. Maalvr W. Eldridite, Mr. and Mrs. 

August 1. Jap atr. Cnkai-Maru, Until, \ ,r>tt, for W. H. Fegjf, Mr«. Raddle. Mrs. Graham, Mr. and 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. | Mrs, Jewett. Messrs. U. O. Chrisman. u s.» , J. Bell 
B M. S. 8 Co. , Irving H. P. Lillibridge, n. B. W Whitmora, A. 

Aaguai 1, Jap. str. Shano-Haru. KilKoar, S00, for ' Woiller, K. H. Massie. T. C. Brooklebnrst, O. 
Y'.kksiohl, fleuernl, deipatched by M. B. M. 8. 8. M. I.ncey. M. Isaacs, Baron Henry Weatoabolti, 
r,, Oustav Bin, V. Adachi, C. L. Gould, Colonel and 

August 1, Brit. atr. Flturs C-utle, Kidder, l,fl2S for Mm. P. T. Dvokensou and chil l, Mr. and Mrs. 

Kobe, General, despatched by Adamaon, Bell At Co. F. G. Btebb ns and chi d, CWpt. C. V. Creagb, 
Antr. 'I, Am. Warq. Cyan*. Hai 



anaon, 

by W, 



2a I, for Snn Mr. and Mra. T. D. Boyd and ohlld, Messrs. B. Bnr- 
moiater. Tboa. Imia, C. Von Puatau, A. Dearlove and 
K. A. Storeiiaon. in cabin; 11 European and 3S8 



riHuciaco, Ten, 
Co. 

An«. 3, I 7 , H. corvstie Sivaiara, Com. Sampson, Chinese in ate*' rage. To New York : Mr. and Mis. 

1,900 (ona, K-guna, 200 men, fur Hakodate. Youd and Mr. T. A. Rathbone. To Liverpool : Miss 

Aug. 4. Brit. atr. Oceanic, Melcalfo, 3,700, for Han Maodal .y, Mesars. K. Msjor, J. W. Hart, T. L. 

Fraooisco, Mails aud General, deapatohel by • >. A Mullioa, C. Hsudslsy. Pereivat and R.D. Bobison. To 

O. Co. Luodou: Mr. Meosbauseo. To Havre: Mr. J. Pa- 

Aog. Jap. atr. T.jJlio-lfnru, Swain, 2,1 19, fur 8hang- tenotre. To Taris : Mr. E. H. Houao and Miss AokL 

hai and ports. Mails and General, despatched by Per Jap. str. 7a*a*aao-.4/on<, from shanghai and 

M. B. M. S. S. Co. porta Mr and Mra. Lens and infant, ilev. J. H. 

Aug. 5, Brit. atr. Thornhill, Walker, 1,224, for Sedgwick. Rev. John Dematrina, Mr. Arangnann, 

Kobe, General, deapatohod by Wilkin .V Kobiaon. >eerotaire Spanish Legation, Msasra. A. Woreh. Ha* 

Aug. 5, Jap. str. 11'aaraiio«rii..l/arw, C'hristenaan, railtou, J. J. Knslie, J. C.aik, A. Witt, aod 11 Japan- 

1.300, for Kobe, with M. B. Hulk KafosAinua-Mam, ese in the cabin ; 220 Japanese, 1 European and 1 

in tow, deapatclied by M. B. M. 8. Co Chinese in steerage. 

Aog. •% Brit- barq Clyde, Romney, 562. for Guam, Per Brit. str. Bet.jic from San Francisco i— For 

Ballast, deapntched by Captain. Yokohama: Mr. and Mra. C. A. Fonchard, and Mr. 

Aug. 6, Krcb. str. 7a naif , Ds la Maroslle, 1,786, A. Damelin, in saloon ; 1 European and 1 Japanese 

for Hongkong, despatched by M. M. Cn. in the atserage. For Hongkong: 130 Chinese in 

Aug. 7, Brit. barq. Cuba. Htsbell, 820, for Kuchi- steerage. 

not.. Ballast, despatched hv Kwong Man Tal. Per Frch atr. Taaots, for Hongkong :-Mr and 

Aug. 7, Jap. atr. rswusa-Jforv, Staadmao. 661, for Mme. Pierret, Mesars. Boquematine, Penhallow, and 

Kobe. Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Oaravaglia. 

M. S. S. Co. Per Brit. str. SanAa from Hongkong via Nagasaki 

Aug. 7, Brit. atr. Tlrljric, Davison, ?,C!7, for Hong- and Kobe :— Colonel and Mrs. Gsdder, C children and 

k.,njf, Mails and General, dospatcbed by 0. A 0. Europann aerrant, Mrs. H A. Ritchie and Mr. Si.-nnr 

S. 8. Co. Casati, in oabin j three Chinese on deck. 
Aug. 7, Jsp. str. .Vn^ola-lforv, Walker. 1,603. fori Per Frch. str. I'olyo from Hongkong :— Mme. 

ongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, despatch- Benjamin, Mme St. laal eta la Croise, Me 



Georges Lieb 
the oabin. 

Per Jap. atr. AVnJItai- Mum from Shanghai and 
porta :— Mr. and Mrs. Ueonieke, Mrs. C. Smith, 
Mr. J. U Anglin, Lieut Clay, t'.a.x„ Rav. Mr. 
Ewrard, Messrs. S. Cox. Whitehead, AlexandroeT, 
Michselis, C. 1. C<»per and IS Japanese In cabin ; 
and 1 European, 8 Chiueae and 23 1 lapsnese in 



rr Bill. atr. Snaats for Hongkong : — Messrs 0. 
Fries and Hing Kee in cabin ; and 1 European 



ed by M. B. M. S. & Co. 
Aug. U. Jap. str. ^lJtil*KsAiiisa-,Varw, Fralim, 1,761, 

for Hakodule, Mails and (iencral, despatched by 

M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Aug. 9, Brit barq. Oleander, Joasa, 334, for I^edoo 

via Knbe, Geaerml, despatched by II. Mnc.lribur. 
Aug. Ill, Brit burq. Laid of tkt IiUs. Watt, 317, 

lor Nagasaki, General, despatched by -oon Lou. 
Aug. 10, Brit, str, Canton, Jaques, 1 .098, foi Kobe. 

(ienernl, despatrhesl by W. M. Siracnan A Co. 
Aujr. II, Jap. barqne Kano^ama- Varu. Eckstrand, 

l.li4, for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B and 1 Chiueae in ateerage. 

M, 8 c. C". Ter Am. ahip iurils f^r San rrane.aco :- 

Aug. II, Jnp. atr. Toioauifo-J/arw, YdUug, 1,23.>, for and Mrs. Foibea and Capt, Austin. 

Hhnnghni and ptyrta, Maila and (loneral, despatch- lVr Jap. str. SumvJa. iiam from Hottgkoog:— 

ed by M. B. U.S. S. Co. l European and Burmese boy in steerage. From 

Aug. 13, Brit. str. Aimdn. Reevea, 1,704, for Hoog- Kobe: Mr. C. J. Strome and 5 Japanese in cabin! 

kong. Mails and Ueoe.nl. despatched by P. A 0. 137 Japaneae in steerago. 

Co. Per Bi il sir. .1 (taearmxcm from London via Hong. 

Aug. 13. Jap. atr. ToyasAima-.l/nni, Hubbard. &V6, koi.g :— Mr Hoffmann. 

for Asblnohay, Geuernl, dosputched by M U, M. Per Am. atr City of Totij from Hongkong :— 

*• 8. Co. Mrs L. W. Johnson, Messrs. J. H. obioson, W. 

Ana;. 13, Am. ship 8n»»n Qtlmor', Carver, l,3»il, fur M. Ileeres j and 1 Chinese. For San Fianeiseo: 

lloilo, General, deap.itcl.csl by Frasar a Co. , Mrs. Q. A. K lrri'.g ; and 171 Chinese. 

, Aug. 15, Jap. atr. Kokancijf .Uoru, Utthlefsen, 1.133, i Per Jap. sir. Qmkai- l.'arn for Shanghai and ports: 

for Hakodate, Mails and Gencrul, despatched by —Mrs. Clinton, Jln-<it, J. I.. BUekmore, J. 8. Cox, 

M. B. M. >, S. < •«. M. 7. Mattin, F. Coil, R-t.I. fainter and 13 Japa- 

I Aug. 16, Jap. str. TatarAiAo.Maru, Nye, 1,'07, for neso in oabin. 

Hakodate, Mails and Ueoeral, despatched by M. Per Brit. sir. Jtalacea from Hongkong j — Mr. 

B. M. S. s. <_o. Brown and S Chinese. From Southampton : 

Ana;, 16, Jap. atr. ira&anoura-Maru, Chrislensea. Benny and Mills. From Galle : Mrs. H < 

1.8U0, for Kobe, 

by M. B. M. f - 



, str. 11 aianoura- Jlaru, Christeiisea, Kenny and Mills. From Galle: Mis. 11 skins and 

Kobe, Mails and General, despatched 2 ohlldreo. From Nagasaki: Otto Hteio. From 
.8.8. Co. Kobe : Messrs. West, PetersoD and Nicnols. 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCTJLAB. 



8howing Duties payable, Prices realized. 



Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, 
3rd August, 1880, to the 18th August, 1880. inclusive. 



for the period of 16 days from 



IMPORTS. 
The demand for Ua having twan strong, and more doing in silk, a somewhat brisker too* has bson given to import* generally. - Transactions in 
yarn hare be-n larger than any recorded since Fobruary last, notwithstanding the heavy depreciation of paper currency which i* now practically rc- 



COTTON — Yams. Sale* reported reach 5,007 bales against 2,299 for the preceding [wrloi ; making a total of 37.7C9 baled for the year to date 
;— 16-24 i 22.4PH hales . 28-32 8,230 bales; 38-48 ; 1 351 bales; Doubled Ac. ; 566 bales ; and Indian ; 5,126 bales. An a " 
ties, but generally quotations are unaltered except for 38-42 i " 
a fair business has been done at a slight advance on f 



liehed for a fow special qualities, but generally 
lbs. larger business ; 9 lbs 
Rrrw and Victobia I,awx quiet 

WOOLLENS. — Bfore Inquiry for Blankets. 



i are tl to $2 higher without stock. On 
VcvBTS. Steady business at about last 



KUO 
KKR 

133 1b*. - 1 Kcul. 



100 Dollars Mexican - 311 



COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14 lb*. ... 
Print*, assorted, 24 „ 30 „ ... ... 

Satins (cotton) 

Shirtings, Grey, 381 J<1»- 39 in. 7 lb*. ... 

99 99' 

T . doth, 32in. 7 8 ib*. " • - * " ::: 

8 „ 



Turkey Reds, 



VelveU (black) 
Victoria Lawns, 
Cotton Italians, 



1* lb*. ... 
S l®31b*. 



24 vds. 30 in. 

24 „ 30 „ 

24 ., 30,. 

24 „ 30 ., 

35 ., 28 „ 

12 „ 48 „ 

85 „ 22 „ 

12 ,. 43 

COTTON YARN. 



*>• 



No*. 



16 (1 24 

20 English 

29 ft 32 

88 (m) 42 

33 doubled 

♦2 „ 

80 ,. 

No. 10 

M „ 18 

,, 14 ... ••• 

u „ 18 ... 

, ,, 18 ... ... 

,, », 20 

„ || 2s ... ... 

» ,» 34 

„ „ 30 

WOOLLENS AND 

Alpaca, 40 yd*. 82 in 

Blankets, assorted, 7 lb* 

.» ,. 0 to 64 lbs 

„ ,, 5 lbs. ... ... .., ... 

Camlet Cords, 30 yds. 32 in 

Cloth, all wool, 34 6j 64 

Pilots, 54 ft 64 „ 

„ President*, 64 ft 64 „ 

„ Union, 64 $ 66 „ ■as ••• hi 

Italian Cloth, 82 in 

Lustres and Orleans (figured), 30 yds. 81 in. ... 

,, „ „ (plain), 40 @ 41 yds. 32 in. 
Monsselinea de Laine (plain k stripes), 24 yds. 81 i 



i (plain 1 
(figured) 

SUGAR. 



Jiinpah, 
Khihpah, 
Kokfah, 
Kungfun, 



No. 1 
,. 8 
.. 8 
„ 4 
S 

bags 



METAL8 Ac. 

Iron, Flat and Bound 

.. Assorted NaU-rods, (assorted) 

1 1 * *fj -•■ -.. •«* 

1j<>*V)| St. ... ... .1* 



0.0841 V 10 yds. 

0.02*1 „ ,. 

0.01543 „ „ 

0.0281 „ ,. 

0.0281 „ „ 

0.0821 „ „ 

0.0241 „ „ 

a0241 „ .. 

0.0241 .. „ 

0*0241 ,. ,. 

0-02+1 „ „ 

0.0643 „ „ 

0.0321 m „ 

0.0648 „ „ 



1.6077 V pienl. 



Tin Plate* 

Kerosene Oil 

Raw Cotton 



0.0966 V 10 yd*. 
1.6077 V pioul. 
1.6077 .. „ 
1.6077 „ „ 

0.0966 t> 10 yds. 

0.M1S anderM In. «s 



DUTY PAID. 



9 AT WHU'H 

■ iiavb BUN 

MAD*. 



-VP*. 



qtroTST 



1.974 i 
2.21 . 
1.70- 



2.35 



1.62- 
1.72 

2.00 
7.75 
0.74 
0.10 



f<i, 9.30 



*28.60 (i 33.00 V pel 

34.60 (. 87.60 
41.00 ft 48 76 
37.75 



27.00 



29.75 



6.75 '*> pc, 

046 fi 0.43 r lb 



Is <rMth •> 10 T«A. 

0.0965 V M 
0.0866 „ „ 
0.0066 „ ., 



04216 f> picul. 
1 0.1286 ,. ,. 
0.0966 ? picul. 



0.867. 



0.1980 ,. M 
0.2251 ■»> 120 lbs 

5 °L volar em. 



017* (i 0.19J 



88.00 « 840 



5.00 ■ 6.40 
4.00 (•• 4.06 



-■ppa. 



-y box 
-ycase 



12.66 ft 

1.00 ft 
0.111 (S 
1.40 ft 
1.70 ft 
2.15 ft 

l .+o r» 

1.80 - 
1.36 
1.40 
1.50 
100 
7.75 
0.73 t (< 
0.10 ft 
1.60 <s 



3.50 
276 
0.12 
1.90 
2.30 

■i.eti 

1.80 



1.08 
1.70 
1.70 
2.16 
9.00 
0.98 
0.18 



24 50 -- 

26.00 — 
26.50 ft 
28.76 — 
28.00 @ 
29.00 ft 
31.00 — 



86.50 ft; 
D «0 9 

0.40 ® 



2-S.OO 



25)50 
30.50 



17.00 
0.48 
0.46 



4.00 

0.80 
U.30 
0.60 
0.36 
045 
4.00 
5.50 

o.m 



6.00 

1.50 

a 60 

0.70 

0.60 

0.40 

4.75 

6.70 

0.184 

O.40 



14.70 ft $3.15 

2.76 ft 340 
1.40 ft 1.66 
5.80 (g! 6.00 



3.80 ft 4.66 

6.00 ft ASS 

1.66 ft 1.76 

9.60 « 1640 



18,000 



1.000 

1400 

500 
2,790 
5,000 

500 



■■ 

H 



5 

Is 



289 



1S50 
4,100 



pieces. 



2400 pieces. 

8tock 6,000 pi™ Is. 
Stock 76,000 piculs. 



ed by Google 
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STAPLE EXPORTS. 



when dealer* bocmtuo more 
forward more freely any 



SILK.— Our hat report was dated 3rd instant. For tie first few daja of the period under rerieir bat little was done, 
willing to sell and accepted gradually lower rate*. This coarse they continued for noma little time, when buyers coming 

further dot lino wu> arretted, and at the close prices are firm at q notation a. These remarks apply mainly to Hanks. For Filatures, especially for 
suitable siic» fur America, the demand has been fully equal to the supply, and exoept occasionally, for a few of the middle classes, price* show 
but little change For Kakcdaa there baa b*en no demand. , , „ 

The decline on Hauls since our last is from 216 to |M>. For the United States a full business has been done and the City of Tokia, to leave 
21st inst will probably take fully 600 Bales of which 100 Bales are on native account. 

Battlements for the period are about 1000 Bales. Arrival* have been on a fairly free scale and stock of all kinds is estimated at MOO Bale*. 

Kirolt ron 8xaso«. 



London ... ... 

France and Italy 
United r 



716 .. 



1,400 Balon. 



use 



it fortnight but little matter of interest has presented itself. The market haa been fairly supported, aetuuint-nts amount - 
piculs, though only three or four foreign firms haVe been buyers to any extent. A week ago Good Medium Tea commanded 
the present moment the market is rather weaker, and with rumours existing of a quieter tone apparent in the 
ere are likely to decline. Btocks to hand are heavy being estimated at 18,000 to 20.000 picula, a great deal of which. 



TEA.— During the past fortnight 
ing for the fortnight to 9,7(0 | ' 
fully $27 per picul. but at 
American markets price* here 

however, is mere rubbish. The later arrivals of teas thin season shew marked signs of careless and imperfect manipulation despite the numerous 
warnings which have appeared in the various papers, and it is to be feared the producers will only be convinced of their errors when the evil will be 
almost too late to rectify. A bad name onco attached to an article of general consumption is hard to get rid of and if the Japanese merchants persist 
in producing dusty, badly finished, and imperfectly cured teas, they may find that the American buyers will only pay a low figure for such stuff, and 
at even if in future years the quality be improved it will be a difficult task to regain the scale of prices which Japan teas until recently used to 
I In the United States. 

The sailing craft Ltwii« bad despatch for San Francisco on the 15th instant, and took about 1,000,000 lbs. ton for New York ■ 
I bills of lading at I cents per lb. gross; and the Foisoir has obtained a full cargo per same rout* at i" 



DESCRIPTION. 



8ILKI- 

MayebasbiiU (- 2 Hanks 
a ■ 
■ H 

.. » «3i „ 
; Med. to Best 
I Best to extra 
Medium to Good 



... ... 



... *•« 
ass 



PRICES PER PICDL. 



Common... 
Good Common 
Medium ... 
Good Medium 
Flue 



... ... 



SUNDRIES: 

Awabi ... 



per pical. 

t 480 to 600 

470 to 4«o „ • 

♦40 to tea 

690 to 630 

•40 to 680 ,. 

100 lo W 



1 1 7 00 and under per picul. 
18.00 to 22.00 „ 
23 00 to 24.00 „ 
26X0 to 27.00 „ 
«.<*> to 80.00 .. 

SUM to ssoo 



Camphor 
China Root 
Coals, Japanese.. 



70 a 80 pes. P* r c *"7) 



( 70 a 80 pes 
<100 a ItO 



) «• 



Rapes 

Sice 

Seaweed, Fine cut grtcu 
„ Large grecu 

8h»rks' Pins 

Sulphur 

Tobacco, Common 
Vegetable- wax 



... ... 

... ... 



mum 

S'J <« 

1B.0O 
2.80 
8.60 
16.00 
12.00 
&00 
0.70 
0.40 
17.50 
2«m 
A 90 
MO 

1J«) 
1.60 

28.00 

M0 

6.60 
16.00 
1.80 



Holders firm. 



In face of heavy stocks prices have a lower tendency. 



to $85.00 per picul. 
to 41.60 ,, 
to 40.00 „ 
to 20.00 
to 2.40 „ 
to 6.00 per ton. 
to 18.80 per plenl. 
to 12A0 „ 
to 8.00 „ 
to 0.76 per catty, 
to 0.64 „ 
to 27.00 per pical. 
to 24.00 „ 
to 7.60 H 
to 4.40 
to 2.80 
to 2 80 ,. 
to 37.00 . 
to MB 
to 8.60 „ 
to 11X)0 „ 



1 by the Yokohama General Chamber of Oaee- 



EXCHANGE 



During the early part of the fortnight sterling ruled considerably higher, but soon dropped 
at which rate it has remained preHy Heady. ^There ha T o^n^«u t- Ur^^ttlemonts 



I from 3s. 3rd. for 4 months bank bills to Is. SH- 



OW LOSDON.— 



4 

do Sight 

Credits C months' sight 

„ do 4 do. 
Past* — Bank* Sight 



3.. Kid 
3l. SJd. 

St. »Jd. 
3s. 9|d. 

IttsM • i s *• • »e . • • • t -i -7«? 



WIW4HI IW I 



SHIWOHAI.— Bank 



r< months' sight .... ...4.86 

...Sight ■■ 7H 

.10 days' sight 72 



Os Honokoko.— Bank. Hight 

Private. 10 days' sight 



■I*/.] 



. 90 days' sight „ 

• Private SO days' sight 



...901 



KinsaUu, 137 per |100. Qootntion official ot>n*»qaently antnwtworthy. 
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BIRTH. 

On the 22nd Aug., at No. 61, the wifo of Tbos. 
Sson, of a daughter. 

On the Srd July, at The Manse, Kelso. Scotland, 
the wife of the Rerd. David Horn*, of a son. 

D JED. 

On the 4th of July, at Paris, Sxuvwl Parma, 
formorly of Yokohama, aged 82 year*. 



SUM MARY. 

/"\UR last Issue was published on tbe 19th 
y) ultimo, for despatch to Europe per M. 
ML steamer MetuaUk, vi& Marseilles, and to 
America per P. M. S. S. OUy of Tohio. Since 
that date the following mails hare been re- 



Thi fortnight has been barren of news. 
Reports of the moat contradictory character 
have reached ns from China, but happily 
those which pointed to war with Russia as 
inevitable, if not already commenced, were 
without foundation. We huve since learned 
that Colonel Gordon, in obedience to instruc- 
tions from home, has left China; and that 
Chime How baa boon unconditionally re- 
leased from confinement. News from Peking 
continuos to tbe effect that divided councils 
are the rule ; and that the indecision of the 
government has so far delayed preparations 
as to preclude all hope of a successful 
struggle with Rnasia, if such hope had over 
been entertained. The indications aro cer- 
tainly more peaceful, and a feeling of greater 
confidence is manifested, for there can be no 
doubt that war, irrespective of its result, 
would seriously injure the commercial in- 
terests of foreigners as well as Chinese. As 
wo go to press rumours reach us that tbe 
differences have been adjusted, and thai the 
Russian fleet in these waters is under orders 



P. M. 8. 8. OUy of Piking. 
Han Erandseo Jury 81 arrd. Aug. 21 

M. M. S. Tanmi. Marseille*. „ 11 ,. .. 24 

M. B. 8. meat* Man, Hong- 
kong, with London mail of „ 16 „ „ 80 

And the following have been forwarded :— 

M. M. 8. UtntoUk, Marseilles Aug. 20 

P. M. 8. 0fr» «/ ToJbo. San Francisco „ 21 

P. A 0. B. Malacca, Hongkong » 26 

Tbi M. M. 8. Volga will eail to-morrow 
for Marseilles, and the 0. A O. 8. Belgir on 



for war purposes is out of tbe question. Ihe 
most conclusive of nil arguments is that 
Japan has no intention of meddling with out- 
sido matters at present. Homo affairs 
engross licr wliole attention. 

'As interesting discussion has been pro- 
voked by the speech of thu Udaijin, referred 
to in our last. A vory impartial examination 
into the British consular trade returns for 
twenty years, 1860-1 870, shows that according 
to the money values of imports and exports 
returned the bnlanco is a trifle in favour of 
Japan ; and that the consumption of foreigners, 
ships of war, merchant vessels, A>c. ; and the 



of the 1 



ie journals, and 
! the Hongkong 



the London correspondent of 
Daily Prets, have lately dwelt upon the 
roportance of one or other of the probable 
combatants securing tbe support of the Jnpa- 
the last named correspondent going 



so far as to say tbe Japanese fleet is stronger 
than any the Russians can send to the Pacific. 
This is altogether a misapprehension. The 
Japanese fleet is not numerous, and less than 
uce-balf the vessels are in a state of efficiency 
for active service ; that is, Japan has about 
twelve ships suitable for warlike purposes, 
and should assistance be promised to either 
power Japan will invite attack from the other 
upon an exposed and wholly unprotected 
coast. These circumstances should be con- 
sidered before stress is laid upon the import- 
ance of the naval assistance Japan can render 
to other nations in event of war. 



Apart from the insufficiency of the Japan- 
ese fleet, there are more potent reasons why 
Japan should remain nontral. Her alliance 
with China could not do more than prolong 
for a space a struggle which can have bnt 
one result | and Russia would not be slow to 
take advantage of the provocation and wreak 
a diro vorigeanoe on this country for med- 
dling with affairs tbat do not conoern her— 
according to Russian opinions. An alliance 
with Russia for the purpose of harassing 
of Russia, would 



ly bo tolerated by the great powers, and their 
interference could not be resisted. A still 



more pressing reason why Japan should re- 
main quiet is, the immense addition a foreign 
war would make to tbe national burdens. The 
little specie in the treasury would soon be 
and there is no more to be ob- 
in tbe country itself | 



xpatiato upon the damag- , 
the commercial treaties 



land and booses purchased by foreign 
have been the means of bringing in to Japan a 
large sum of " hard " money as the resnlt of 
foreign trado. There facts are far from palat- 
able to the ministers and suborned press of 
Japan who Ijave never missed an opportunity 
to, vilify what they aro pleased to term the 
avaricious commercial policy of England in 
particular, and to ex " 
ing influences of 
which hnve drained all precious 
this country. 

Ths ventilation of this question must have 
a good effect. If we can succeed in showing 
tho ruler* and people of Japan tbat in any 
case tbe net result of foreign trade has not 
been against the country ; that is, that no 
specie has been required to defray the 
" balance," we shall have removed one of tho 
chief obstacles iu tho way of the extension of 
commerce. Tho difficulty under which the for- 
eign press labours, is the practice of assertion 
without proof, adopted by Japanese. They 
declare foreign trade to bo injurious, because 
it suits a certain class to say so, but when 
asked for proof they are silent. Perhaps 
now exact figures are forthcoming we shall 
hear no more of tho foolish talk about the 
balance of trade and tbe wicked treaties. 

The financial stateinont for the current 
year is not, so far, published. Great anxiety 
is felt with regard to tbe currency, and the 
scale of future taxation. 

Thi appreciation of rice, representing cur- 
rency depreciation of 250 against 139 per 100 
silver yen officially quoted at the govern- 
ment exchange marts, is the canso of great 
distress among the poorer classes of the 
people. Suicides are numerous; and what 
adds to the horror of tho situation is that 
peopio sro starving in the midst of plenty, 
storehouses boing filled with rice which the 
holders will not part with at a value less 
than double that current a ysar or two ago. 

Thi summer, which has been unusually 
mild, with plenty of rain and cloud, broke up 
on the 30tb ultimo. The wind backed lo 
and north, with rain, and a mild and 
temperature has set in. 
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" THE BALANCE OF TRADE." 



FOURTEEN days have elapsed since onr 
protests ngainst the utterances of his 
excellency Iwakora, holding foreign trade 
responsible for the embarrassed condition of 
the national finances ; aud we consider our- 
selves bound to rcsumo the discussion of a 
sabject of snch paramount interest at this, 
time. 

It is the oustom of some American politi- 
cians, travellers, or diplomatic agents station- 
ed in Tolcio, to impress upon the rnlers of 
Japan tho disadvantages the present treaties 
imposo upon tho country, nnd to hold up tho 
friendship of the United States in marked 
contrast to the greedy intolerance of Eng- 
land. The Uuited Slates never cultivates 
friendly relations with any power uuless 
some advantages are to bo gained for 
herself; this policy bus ils origin in causes 
natural to mankind, and we are fur 
from contemning it; hut wo do, in unniis- 
takeable terms, warn the Jiip.m.jse not 
to trust to the (lurid professions of friend- 
ship of a power that would nut lend 
them a dollar, nor fire a shot :n their beonU. 
It is not only with this traitor in the camp 
that wo have to deal. Ei 
metit department has been 
accent the balance of trade theory, and to 
consider it a foregone conclusion that foreign 
trado is tho cause of the drain of specie, and 
tho sonrco of all tho nation's troubles. Cham- 
bers of commerce, presided over by fat mono- 
polist*, find their interest in persistent decla- 
rations of the humiliating inequalities of tho 
commercial treaties; and of the injurious 
effect of foreign trado. Tho press of Japan 
is suborned to support the position assumed by 
action of the government aud 
And, finally, the Udaijin Iwa- 
, a noble of education and iofinenco, the 

of the 



have performed their Usk thoro is uo need] The trade proper is, therefore,— 



■cry gnveni- 
ordcrod to 



try far 



a meeting of 
sportatiou into this 
s in amount the exporta- 
in consequence of which paper 
lias lost it* value. In other 
words, foreign trade is the cause of the 
evils which have fallen upon this unhappy 
country. Misrepresentation of this kind has 
mitted to pass uncontradicted long 
and it falls to our lot to declare, iu 



expltoit and emphatic, that the 
tion that foreign trade is " againat " Japan, 
and injurious to the nation, is a gross and 
wilful falsehood, formulated, or at least 
encouraged, by some of the ministers for tho 
purpose of shielding themselves from the 
consequences of their own acts, and the dis- 
astrous financial policy of the past ton years. 

The time has arrived when the reckless 
misrepresentations of interested officials 
should be challenged and traversed : when 
the people of Japan should bo brought face 
to face with supported facts instead of 
untenable theories, nnd an opportunity 
should be afforded them to judge for them- 
selves between tho utterances of official 
tradora, and the real state of affairs us dis- 
, closed by tho most nut hen tic trade returns. 
Beyond tho mere statement made by his 
excellency Iwakciu, wo do not intend to* hold 
him responsible. It is tho duty of tho sub- 
ordinate departments of tho state to keep the 
prime minister folly acquainted with the trnn 
condition of trade, tin 1 the n.ii ui'c of toe ton:' 
cantilo relations subsisting between Japan and 
How these " 



to ask. If they have not been grossly 
neglectful of their duties, they have purpose- 
ly falsified, or omitted to correct returns 
made up in obedience to tho commands 
of their superiors, and they have suc- 
ceeded no far as to indues bis excel- 
lency Iwakura to fall into the trap they 
have laid for him, and to openly doclare 
to the coming men of the empire that for- 
eign trade is an unmitigated evil, respon- 
sible for the depreciation of the oarrency, 
the oonsoquont rise in price of food and 
labour, aud tho distress which burdens 
tho nation. How and why his excellency 
has boon misled wo propose to show. 
Long before trustworthy returns of trade 
were prepared at the custom house, the 
British consuls, iu pursuance of instructions, 
annually transmitted to their government 
elaborate report* ou trade. These officials 
are all men of advanced education ; they have 
uo motive in falsifying statistics; nnd their 
pn|tors are open to tho inspection of all the 
world. If wo prefer their returns to those 
compiled at tliu custom house, we do not act 
without warrant. It is within onr experience 
that whenever a Japanese deals with greater 
sums than 1 0.0' >■> his ideas are confused, and 
bis mind refuses to act. Evidence of tlii.H 
weakness, and its attendant inaccuracies, is 
abundantly afforded by tho statistical articles 
uf the. Cl,tu,jui Bukk-H thimpo, the Skhi S'ichi, 
and other highly respectable journals, which 
have been so frequently detected in gross 
errors that further exposure has become mere 
wasto of time and labour. These are the 
wo prefer tho British consular 
icons they can bo 
challenge investigation, and 
w h .-i 
upon 



why wo preloi 
If they are 
I, Wo chalk 



returns, 
corrected, 

express onr readiness to meet all 
dispute the accuracy of the statistics 
which we rely. 

We have now to deal concisely with the 
trade of Japan for twenty years, 1860-1879, 
minus lSbo, when the data upon which 
tho consular returns should havo beon com- 
piled woro destroyod by fire. The result 
is :— 



'» 

Difference in the trade of 
years; that is, excess of importa- 
tion J23.770.937 

These figures represent tho gross trade ; 
they include snoh government importations 
us »t was convenient to puhlish ; all goods, 
such as tea lead and matting, subsequently 
sent away again in outer packages, and coal 
for ships' use; and goods imported for 
foreigners' consumption, and the unsold stock 
at the closing date. Bice is also an import- 
ant item in these statistics, and it will l» 
separately treated. The deductions to be 
made are, for want of means of convenient 
reference to returns issued prior to 18(>8, 
confined, with ono oxception, to imports 
brought iu subsequent to that poriod, and 
thoy consist of ; — 

Arms and ammunition and goods im- 

portod for government use $10,077,981 

Blankets and cloth. One-third for gov- 
ernment u»e 3,886,652 

Tea lead and matting 1,555,445 

Imports for foreign consumption, esti- 
mated nt $.500,000 annually 0.500,000 

Coul raitimattal an uwl by foreign aliiju 3,1 30,000 
Unsold goods in th* hands of importers, 
value of whi.-h is imdnded in the 
returns. Estimated on December 81, 

1S7S 6,000,000 

Total 139,100,074 



Exports. 
IiaporU 



.$326,977,700 



..$ 10.379,1*1 



These fignres are conclusive ; thoy show 
clearly onough that the trade of the people has 
resulted in a balance of ten million dollars, 
after payment had boon made for tho Urge 
quantity of rice, imported to provido fond in 
tho famino years of 13u!)-70, $13,000,000. If 
those two disastrous years had not necessitated 
the import of rice into a rioo growing country, 
tho trade of Japan would have returned a 
balance in money to the merchants of over 
twenty-eight millions of silver dollars, in 
place of the balance shown by tho uncor- 
rected returns of a similar sum I 
country. 

At the risk of repetition we must point out 
that the mare difference between the value of 
things imported and exported is no criterion 
of the advantages or disad vantages of foreign 
commerce. Have not the residence of 
foreigners in the open ports, tho presence 
nf man-of-war and merchant ships, visitors, 
and other consequential causes for twenty 
years, created n now kind of exportation ? 
Is it not immaterial to the producer 
whether tho foreigner buys for exportation 
or consumption ? Have not foreigners paid 
heavily for every inch of ground thoy uso, 
and do they not pay an annual ground rent 
in excess of any similar impost in other 
countries P What is the value of the bouses 
and godowns erected for foreigners by Japa- 
nese workmen out of Japanese material ? 
What money do foreigners pay to Japanese 
employes f Do not foreigner pay thrice as 
much for every thing they require than Ja- 
panese do P These are questions that must bo 
answered before the great advantages derived 
by this nation from its intercourse with the 
outer world can bo understood and appre- 
ciated ; but even if thoy are ignored, as we 
are willing they should be if the disoossion 
is to bo confined to tho mere abstract, ques- 
tion of tho " balance of trade," we maintain 
that foreign commerce has been of incalcul- 
able advantage to this nation, and that its 
extension on tho same basis as at present is 
tho surest means to increase the prosperity 
of tho people. 

There are more considerations arising out 
of the matter at issue. Is it not a fact, and 
one which bears its own comment, that all 
Japnuese who have come into contact with 
foreigners and engaged in trade are eom- 
parativoly wealthy aud contented, while those 
who havo beon excluded from such in- 
tercourse are poor and unhappy P Are uot 
the towns and Tillages iu the immediate 
vicinity of the open porta infinitely 
mora prosperous than those more remote ? 
Do not Japanoso consumers obtain a 
much larger quantity of articles in ex- 
change for their commodities, than they 
could produce under the roost favourable 
conditions ? And aro nut iho ohief staples 
of export, tea and silk, luxurios useless in 
this country in comparison with tho articles 
for which thoy aro bartered away ? 

"Wo might go on multiplying instances in 
support of the undeniable benefits of foreign 
trade, but wo should tire our road on j 
still thoro is one point to which we 
must refer before concluding this article. 
Tho depreciation of currency lias brought 
about a grave crisis in the affair* ol Japan; 
a national 
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look into tho condition of tho fi winces, 
to ratify or eonauro tho policy of those ro» 
ponsiblc. It in, therefore, of the ntmost 
importance to some at least of tho 
ministers that depreciation should bo 
ascribed to foreign trade in order to di- 
vert public attention from the true 
causes, and to do this some of the Japanese 
officials bavo not scrupled to make use of 
partial and incomplete returns ; to lay them 
before his excellency Iwakl'ua, and to induce 
him to rely upon figures which aro in cverv 
respect orronoona and untrustworthy, indif- 
ferent to the ill will which such action is 
calculated to create between Japanese and 
foreigners. It is our task— a pleasuruolo duty 
— to declare that the assumptions of these 
officials, nnd tho Japanese subsidised press, 
tools of tho officials iu question, aro utterly 
false and unfounded, and circulated only !•> 
distract the attention nf tho people from the 
linnncial policy which has brought about tho 
thrcatuuiug condition of the national finances, 
which his excellency Iwakuka has been 
pleased to lay to tho cburgo of a wholesome 
foreign commerce.— Aug. 29. 
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are surprised to And that tho explana- 
ion given in our issue of Saturday is 
I insufficient to account for the disposition of the 
large sum of niouey brought into Japan by 
foreign trado during the last twenty years. It is 
snid that no money, that is, coin, remains iu 
Japan ; thnt it h is nil been sent away to defray 
the " balance of trade." Admitting, forthesake 
of argument, that there is an adverse b ilauc" of 
tra le and that Japan has had to piy large sums 
of money to close tho account, we may ask, in 
turn, whit has thai to do with the currency, 
the depreciation of whirh his excellency Iwa- 
kura so confidently ascribes to the injurious 
i nl! Hen co» nt' foreign trade '.' Have the govern- 
ment assisted import merchants to dis.-harg - 
their iodcbtiJu?** to foreigners'.' We think 
not, bi-cmse the import merchants distinctly 
aver that the government are their greatest 
competitors. If. however, the government 
have assisted imp rtfir., the latter lire, of 
cmrs", debtors for tin advances made to them. 
In plainer words, if the balance ol trade alb-ped 
to exist by certain officials, is the cause of the 
issuo of paper money, who are the debtors— 
the importer*, or the government ? 

It is very necessary these question* should 
he answered. The government hare no hesita- 
tion whatever in charging foreign trade with 
currency depreciation : and we, on the other 
hand, are equally positive in unqualified denial. 
For every paper note in circulation, the govern- 
ment have had an equivalent; the government 
are the sole debtors : their credit is at an 
enormous discount : and, so far as tho " balance 
of trade " i* concerned, the government have 
not advanced a single yen to assist the bond 
of that money now romaina in the country. ! fa\ t merchant 

by saying that wo very readily admit the f So ,„,,„ M i ru , tW orthy details are published 
Bat that foreigner* have been of lh<! expenditure for the navy, army, railway*, 
benefiting tins country by , telegraph*, public Work*. Mtlsu Bi«bi steam- 
actoal payments in money seems to n* to be | , hlp , f legaUons and con.ulste. abroad, snd those 

1 ™!? il!._ q _ ne !" 0 " , ^~ Wh * r ! thi "B« hr whi( - n ,ho gov.rnmonl have not 

furnished accounts, then, and not before, can 



X 1 fE will anticipate tho objection that may 
YV 00 raised by believers iu thu injurious 
nature of foreign trade, to tho effect that if 
foreigners have boon tho means of import, 
ing into this country aovonty.five or ono 
hundred millions of Mexican dollars in pay- 
ment of tho cost of living nnd to equalise the 
difference bctweon exports and imports, none 
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is the money ? The government have used 
ft. Armies and police are not eqnipped 
ior nothing, nor can a nary be construct- 
ed, railways built, public works carried 
ont, nor the countless charges of a new 
government be defrayed, without money 
The ' civilization ' of Japan has been costly. 
Up to a certain point the paper money issned 
by tho government was saleable, nnd the only 
method of patting it into circulation was to 
exohango it for specie or its equivalents, com- 
modities or labour. The money brought in 
by foreigners has boon absorbed by the gov- 
ernment, who have issuod thoir promissory 
notes in exchange for it. Those promissory 
notes cannot now bo redeemed, and credit is 
at an' cud. 



When 
havo been duly 

the Japanese newspapors, or the advocates 
of the balance of trade theory, will explain 
for tho satisfaction of their countrymen, who 
are tho truo bouefactora of Japan — tho for- 
eigners who have brought hard money into 
tho country, or tho government who have 
takon it out ? * 

Wo have no tl -iro to bo unduly harsh in 
our criticism of .Japanese affairs, but when n 
minister of tho high rank of his excellency 
Iwakurn holds up foreign trade to public exe- 
cration, and is joined by a multitude of 
other officials and l.y a venial prosa who 
have combiood to betray tho people, wo join 
issue with a firm resolve to expose to the 
nttermost the unwarrantable and pernicious 
fallacy which forms the basis of thy charges 
upon which tho party cries of tho obstruc- 
tionists of Japan unvo resUd for the past 
fire jmn.— Awj. 26, \ 



wo say what has become of tho money for- 
eign trade has brought into Japan. A small 
quantity of precious metal* is held by some 
of the prudent people to whom Mr. Mayet 
alluded in his paper on the liquidation of the 
national debt, but tho bulk has been bought 
up by the government in [exchange for »at»u, 
and *ent away to defray their heavy expendi- 
ture abroad. 

Let us be distinctly understood ; wo do not 
venture to criticise or censure tho government 
for this expenditure, which may be in every 
essential justifiable; but we protest iu no am- 
biguous term* against the attempt* that are 
being made to throw upon foreign commerce 
the onus of the results of the financial policy 
and obvious truths ° r ,he government.— Aug. 30. 
, perhaps some of i 



THE COAST TRADE. 

INDIRECT intimations have been conrev- 
ed to us that wo nro seriously in error in 
assuming tho coast trade of Japan to be 
a close monopoly, or that Japanese subjects 
aro prevented from employing foreign-owned 
vessels to Irmly with inn-treaty ports for the 
conveyance, of cargo In-longing to d.inarU'M'. 
Wo are reminded also that no restrict ions 
exist affecting the right of any .l.ioaile. t . 
subject to adopt tho cheapest mod i of con- 
veyance for his p;o|i.'i l.y, and that the conclu- 
sion wo have drawn that l!io co.om. trade- is 
rigidly c.ifii.ed to dapuicse owned ve— ids is 
incorrect, and, therefore, nnjust to the go- 
vernment, npon whom tho onus of the regula- 
tions must rest. 
We should bo ?ory glad indeed if the im- 



plied corrections of the promises npon which 
wo have relied in tho numorons articloa upon 
the coast trade, had come to ns in a more 
authoritative manner. The policy of this 
journal cannot well be mistaken. Tho groat 
' object always in view, never lost sight of, is 
■ tho extension of Japanese commerce, for wo 
hold it as an article of belief that the interests 
of foreigners can only be advanced as the 
I wealth of the Japanese pooplo incroasos : and 
I long residence has proved to us that the 
1 Itcmlits of commerce can only bo folly 
1 realised in this empire, when the distinc- 
tion between tho interests of native and 
'foreigner is abrogated, and trade becomes, 
not a more question of a balance payable in 
"money," but the exchange, of those eom- 
inoditiys which Japan can produce bettor nnd 
cheaper than other countries, fir thoso which 
she cannot. Such mi exchange, of commodi- 
ties will bring this nation into direct inter- 
course with every country on the globe, and 
found a commerce which can only be limited 
hy tho product iro power of the soil, tho 
wealth of the people, aud the number of 
labourers. This object is always before ns, 
and whenovor wo find it interfered with 
by the acts of tho highest ministers, tho most 
powerful cliqno of monopolists, or the " im- 
port ring " of the Yokohama Machigaisho, 
we will attack boldly but fairly ; wo offcrevory 
consideration to our opponents in opinion, 
but we neither give quarter nor show mercy 
to those who abuse the principle that com- 
merce belongs to tho people by inalionablo 
right ; and that any interference of the go- 
vernment with trade, except in the way of 
legislation for its lienefit, is a criminal act 
for which they are responsible. 

This plain declaration nf the principle upon 
which the Japan G*«rrit is conducted will 
perhaps help to relieve us of the imputations 
of solf-intorest at tho expense of Japan ; 
charges wo do not valuo excopt so far as 
they are calculated to weaken the com- 
mercial articles whioh have associated this 
journal with the cauao of Japanese progress; 
and it will explain why the ooast trade 
system has been regarded and dealt with as 
one of the most serious obstacle* in the way 
of oxtendod commerce. Tho physical forma- 
tion of tho country is snch that no producing 
district is situato more than one hundred 
miles from some portion of the ooast; and 
though good harbours are undoubtedly scarce 
they are still numerous enough to afford 
convenient outlets for tho produce of the 
richest districts of the empire. Internal com- 
mnnication is imperfect.; roads are few ami 
unsuitable for goods traffic ; and ready con- 
nection with the ooast porta may bo said to 
bo impossible at present. Tho development 
of means of cheap and efficient land trans- 
port is a matter that has long absorbed 
the attention of the government, who would 
undoubtedly have done much in this direc- 
tion if tbo fnnds at tho disposal of the stato 
had been larger. We readily acknowledge 
the praiseworthy anxiety of tho government 
in this respect, but why, wo ask, should 
tho govornment be burdened with tho per- 
formance of a task tho peoplo will curry out 
for themselves? If free outlet be given to 
Japanese pro'lnrv, its tondenco must be to 
tic nifaro-St sen-part for transport thence to 
i'« drstiiial'.r.n ; and a port once selected a 
good main road traversing the heart of tho 
district would liuc/ono a necessity, and tin 
newly developed trade would coustcuct it, 
w-tlmut culling npon tho government for a» 
■».iigle yen of subsidy — thoso injurious ad- 
Vfincea which have damped nil privnto enter- 
prise and destroyed tho iudurxudeuce of uu 
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active and intelligent agricultural people. 
These road works would surely result 
from the impetus thnt would bo given 
to trade by freedom to charter the 
cheapest conveyances for cargo to the 
open porta, or for direct transport to 
foroign countries. The question of the const 
trade, is, therefore, one of vital importances to 
an improved condition of Japanese com- 
merce; and wo have always treated itaan 
close monopoly accorded to tho Slitsu Bislii 
Company. The facte upon which wo rely 
are these :- The law may bo so framed as 
to imply that any Jnpaneao may, upon 
application, obtain permission to charter a 
foreign vessel for trade with non-treaty 
porta ; and it is decidedly convenient tha't 
the law should nominally oiler that facility. 
It accords a privilege which, however, exists 
but in name. Application.! have been made 
for permission, but tho applicant* have boon 
referred from ouo department to another, 
and fuiled by evasion and delay, until they 
have nliundoned their task in despair. We 
know vi many cases of this sort whore the 
applicant* have been wholly unable to obtain 
a-Dy reply whatever; bandied about from 
custom house to all the departments of tho 
government without the least satisfaction. 
When an applicant of more than usual per- 
severance presses his request be moota with 
blank refusal. Hero is an instance :— 




was lately made to the 
Japanese merchants for 
to run a Quartered steamer in the consequence— Auy. 21. 



Mail, may answer with more advantage 
to itself and others than by describing in a 
leading article the " extension of commerce " 
— in Arabia (tricfe Japan Mail, Jnly 31). 

In order to romovo any tnisapprchonsion 
as to our meaning, we declare that the coast 
trade of Japan is a close monopoly granted to 
an individual which re-acts to the direct in- 
jury of tho people : that no porson can sell or 
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want of con- 



veyances to carry it to a market : that those 
who avail themselves of the government steam- 
ship company must pay n freight more than 
double that for which they can obtain tho 
services of a chartered vessel ; and that the 
competition of officials and their friends is 
mad« still more formidable by returns of 
freight to them which are never granted to 
others. 

This is tho position of tho coast trado, 
and we fearlessly challenge contradiction. 

A few words in conclusion. If the go- 
vernment arc sincere in asserting that per- 
mission to employ foreign chartered vessels 
may bo obtained, let them say so, and open 
a bureau whore the applications will receive 
prompt attention. When that is done, the 
Japanese peoplo will believe that the coast 
trade is not a mere disgraceful and indefen- 
sible monopoly ; but until it is dono we, in 
common with all practical people, assert, and 
reiterate, that tho coast service is closed to 
all except officials and their friends, and that 
tho trado of Japan is materially injured in 



for 
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botwoou Loochoo, Kagoabima and 
to carry cargo belonging to Japa- 
nese auojecte. This application was refused 
upon the ground that such a concession 
would be in opposition to tho laws of Japan. 
The applicants then, in support of thoir re- 
quest, referred to tho fact that only two 
month* ago a British steamer sailed from 
Yokohama in ballast, bound to tho unoponod 
port of Kuchinoteu, there to load coal for 
Shanghai, the charter having been effected 
by tho Mitsui Bussau Kaisha. Reliance was 
naturally placed upon tbeao circumstances 
forming a precedent in favour of tbe peti- 
tioners, but the official reply was roady to 
the effect that tbe charter referred to had 
been made on govornmenl account, and was 
consequently widely different from a private 
mercantile venture." (Vide Japtxn triuctte, 
vol. XXIV p. 238. Nov. 19, \S7'J.) 

ant of an applica- 
charter a foreign 
purposes, and its 
result, should be sufficient proof that, what- 
ever the law may be its provisions are dis- 
regarded or distorted by tbose who have to 
administer it ; but if the government are not 
sufficiently convincod we will, upon proper 
request, furnish such additional information 
as shall remove all doubt as to tho falsity of 
tbe impression that Japanese may, " upon 
request," obtain permission to use foreign 
vessels. No such permission is obtainable, 
except by nUioiu I* or thoir agents, as is the 
case with th« Mil.su Bishi Company, and the 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha. All govornmout 
trading companies are endowed with privi- 
leges no one els© can obtain; why? If the 
government are a largo trading company, 
making charters on their own account, what 
becomes of the profits, nnd who jwys the 
losses ? If the government do not trade, why 
should officials and their friends ho permitted 
to ovado a law which is effoctually used to 
'prevent the competition of thoso who have 
no friends in the ministry ? 

These are pertinent qacstious which the 
new organ of the govornmout, tho Japan 
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FREE TRADE, RECIPROCITY, OR 
PROTECTION t 

" TT may be said that, if freedom of trado 
J[_ has become the solid and unaltered basis 
of our legislation, iuquiries such as these can 
have for us nono but a speculative interest. 
Even on this showing, however, they boar a 
character highly practical for the govern- 
ments nnd citizens of other lands, who are 
rushing or gliding back into tho embarrass- 
menta of a condomned and impoverishing 
system, or hugging themselves with abundant 
gratulation on their never having departed 
from it. In tho Staliilieal Journal for June 
1878, Mr. Newmarch has publiahod a table 
which compares the trade of four great pro- 
tective couutries with that of the United 
Kingdom. To this valuable table I regard 
tho present paper as supplementary and 
auxiliary. It shows bow favourably free 
trado among us compares with protection in 
France, Austria, Russia, and the United 
States. One strange plea indeed, the witch 
has invented at her last gasp, to save her from 
tho atako she has so well deserved. She 
yields a lip-homage to free trade as good for 
Biitoin, though elsewhere Wid. This coun- 
try, it siicTn-, I. ml j'l- 1 rr iclinl l>y means of 
protection a development, which has enabled 
her to venture safely on free trade. An 
unreformed drunkard might as well say to 
a reformed one, that he indeed, drunkard A, 
had by means of constant drinking so forti- 
fied Ins constitution us to be able to faco the 
perils of temperance, liut that to himself, 
drunkard B, who had not yet emptied so 
many puncheons, butts, and bottles, such 
premature amendment would be fatal. "(') 

There is a tide in tho affairs of nations, 
as of men, which, taken at tbe flood, leads 
on to fortauej and npou the decision of 



thoso who hold the helm of state, tho 
future prosperity of Japan as a com- 
mercial nation (topends. What that deci- 
sion is to be who can say ? Tho signs are 
not promising ; they all point in one direction, 
and show a leaning towards that bastard 
offspring of protection known as reciprocity. 
Tbe resolution, if it has been formed, can yet 
be rescinded ; nnd Japan may, by a liberal 
and cnliglitoned policy, present the unique 
spectaclo of a nation beginning its adult com- 
mercial career as an acknowledged froo tra- 
der, a disciple arid follower of Great Britain, 
the nation which, before all othors, is a liv- 
ing and practical example of the superiority 
of free trade to all other commercial policies 
by whomever adopted. 

So many oxcellont treatises have boon 
written of late upon tho theories of commerce, 
that wo may with advantago Uy before our 
Japanese friends in particular, a few selected 
passages from the more prominent writers, 
in the hope that, if the principles enunciated 
fail to convince the reader of their soundness, 
a valuable and instructive discussion may re- 
sult. Japan has before her tho experiences of 
all nations t the trade statistics at her dis- 
posal will enable her people to judge for 
themselves; but wo sincerely trust that 
whatever reaolution may be finally come to, 
its responsible anthors will be in a position to 
justify their action. 

" It is a remarkable fact that among the 
eminent men who havo made political 
economy their special study there is not one 
who does not uphold free trado and pro- 
nouuee protection to be a disastrous error. 
In tbe index to the catalogue of tbe London 
Library there is a list of seventy-scvou 
authors who havo written on that science. 
Most of thoir works arc written in English 
and French, but several are in German, 
Italian and Russian. Here then are seventy- 
seven professional witnesses, men who have 
investigated the subject thoroughly, and 
whose opinion must, therefore, carry great 
weight What do they say ? By a majority 
of soventy-fivo to two, they declare that the 
protective system is a mistake most injurious 
to the country that adopts it. What a start, 
ling contrast ! Tho scientific man who have 
studied tho subject, recommend one line of 
policy ; the statesmen who liave not mostly 
act on tbe opposite. For a statesman to 
justify to his own conscience the adoption of 
a protective policy, he must have arrived at 
a moral certainty that all those men who 
have scientifically analysed that policy, and 
as a consequence havo unreservedly con- 
demned it, are utterly mistaken."(') 

Here then, is the strongest proof that 
critical analysis hss decided unanimously in 
favour of free trade, and against protection. 
That is, if the theory of free trade is sound, 
the theory of protection is unsouud. Reduced 
to practice, we havo before us England and 
tbe United Statea— freo trade and protection 
personified. Tho year 1879 was an unfavour- 
able period of English comaiorce, though 
probably a Uirly representative period for 
America. The trade of the two countries 
for 187'J in dollars was :— 
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These figures moan that the trade of Eng- 
land was equivalent to 889.30 per bead 
of tho population, as against $21.34- of the 
population of the United States The 
United States mast, therefore, incroaas its 
by 165 per 0-aU tofortUwiU 
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be on a par with that of England. It will 
probably be urged that the figuM hare given 
ahow a favourable "" 
UniUd States, and an 
England. There is 
unantity of specie 
States durii 



" for the 
ble one for 
that a large 

the United 



Statea during laat and the few preceding 
yearn; bat what is the coneeqnenoe ? It is 
flowing back again this year, the imports 
being now iu exoeu of exports, the flrst 
time aince 1873. 

With England the case is different. If 
allowances are made for the vnl nation of 
exporta being minus the freight and charges 
to the place of destination, and the imports 
being valued plus the freight and charges 
from the plaoe of despatch, corrections of 
many millions in both cases most be made. 
The beat statisticians agree in placing the 
excess of imports at an average of seventy 
millions sterling yearly. How then docs 
England defray this balance? 

" If these enormous balances had had to be 
paid in specie, they wonld have swept awny 
every coin, and also all the plate, watches 
and trinkota in these islands. But far from 
the country being drained of its gold and 
silver, there is in it now quite as much as 
■ two years ago, before these 
(of 1877 and 1878 referred to) 
and our circulation requirements haTO 
not been trenched upon in the slightest 
degree."(») 

fJo better proof can be add need that this 
" balance " is not disbursed in specie, than 
that afforded by the Board of Trade returns, 
which show that for eighteen years, 1861- 
1878, the import of gold and silver was in 
excess of the export by £92,630,000. That 
the " balance " ha* been paid for is not 
denied, but that it baa boon paid out of 
capital is palpably incorrect. HdW then 
has it been settled ? To answer this ques- 
tion wo most refer to another authority. 

air. QiriKN, in his paper entitled " Recent 
Accumulations of Capital in the United King- 
dom," presents an elaborate series of calcula- 
tions as a basis for the estimated value of 
property. He shows, and his reasons are 
cogent, that property has inoreased in value 
in ten years, 1865-1874, by no less a sum than 
£2,400,000,000 sterling, the estimate in 1874 
being £8,500,000,000 against £6,100,000,000 
in 1865. £440,000,000 wss advanced to 
foreign countries by England between 1871-74 
inclusive, which, deducting £40, 000,000 shown 
to bo annually duo to England in respect of in- 
terest on previous advances, left £70,000,000 
to be annually delivered by England to the 

i amount was supplied, either 
directly or indirectly, by an increase to the 
same annual amount in the exportation of 
British goods. That this wsa the case we 
have both negative and positivo proofs. 
Negative, because there is no other way of 
showing how the monoy was banded over to 
the borrowers. That they did receive it, 
nobody denies ; that it was cot sent to them 
in bullion or specie we havo made abundantly 
clear ; there is, thoref oro, no other possible way 
in whioh it could have reached them except 
in goods, either directly or indirectly."(') 

In support of this passage we refer to the 
trade returns, and find that the average an- 
nual exportation for four years, 1867-1870, 
was £234,000,000, and for the period, 
1871-1874, £302,000,000, a yearly increase of 
£66,000,000 in the latter four years ! 

From 1874 to 1878 what has been the scale 
of investment ? We cannot now tell, but it 
has been large, and the income is 



not lees than £75,000,000 whioh cover* the 
" excess '! of import*. 

Briefly then, the conclusion to which we 
are led is that, when the excess of imports 
declines below the average corrected for 
natural increase, England is investing money 
abroad by sending away commodities for 
payment is deferred ; when the average 
ipital is being recalled, or the 
of annual investments in foreign coun- 
tries is being reduced. The contraction of 
investments abroad means an increased 
influx of commodities ; the expansion of 
investments an increased efflux of English 
property — commodities, not monoy — a theory 
based upon and simultaneously establishing 
the following propositions :— 

"1. The exoess of imports does not cause 
onr mouey to flow out of the country. 

" 2. It is tho sign, not of onr decay, but of 
our wealth. 

"3. All prosperous nations import more 
than they export, and vice vettd, an oxcess of 
exports nearly always indicates an indebted 
or declining country. "(') 

Wo will conclude this port of our paper by 
referenco to a table containing the popula- 
lion, indobtedneas and foreign trado of all 
the more or lees civilised countries of the 
earth, fifty-six in number. The results are 
interesting. In the figures given 00,000 are 
omitted j thus 1,189.9 stands for 1,189,900,000. 
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Fifty-five of the known commercial states 
with a united population of 1,155,900,000, 
possess an aggregate trade of the value of 
£2,161,400,000, the irriporta exceeding the 
exports by £18,600,000, or only about 0.9 
per cent, of the whole. The United 
Kingdom, with a population less than 
3 per oent. of that of the romnining 
fifty-fivo states, enjoys a trade equal to 
seven twority-fiftha of tho whole, with an 
import list six and one-half times larger in 
xceas of exports, than that of all the others 
n combination. England is almost tho only 
^-protectionist nation in the list of any 

at the present 
ovidonce of 
iiciples 
* Free 
Mr. 
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importance ; and her 
day offers the most 
the soundness of those 
which are embodied i 
trade," and supports, in its ful 
Gurcrxm's declaration that,— 

" Protection, if a guard ■an, is a guardian 
who carries to his own banking account tho 
proceeds of the minor'B estate j nnd the 
favour now given to protection in America 
and elsewhere is simply endowing such a 
guardian with nn annuity instead of en- 
sconcing him in tho prison or the dock."(') — 
Aug. 21. 



(1) Mr. Oladttouo on 
Commerce, February 1880. 



Railways, and 



FRENCH REPUBLICAN INTOLERANCE. 



k RESPECTED resident of Yokohama 
/l has addressed a letter to this paper on 
the subject referred to yesterday — the perse- 
cution of the Abbe Marin by a certain section 
of the French community. If proof were 
of the harmlessiess of a sermon 



least of a body of men whoso i 
piety and earnest efforts on behalf of the 
oanse of whioh they are the rfpoatles has 
gained for them general and sincere respect 
and sympathy, it is afforded by our corres-- 
pondeut> who say* : — " 1 heard tho sermon 
of the Abbe Marin. It was a cry of pain 
and not of defiance. He deprecated tho 
persecuting spirit of the last days, and 
mildly asked for tho sympathy of a Catho- 
lic congregation for tho Jesuit communities, 
now spoiled and exiled, because they, under 
a model republic professing liberty and 
equality with great profusion of assertion, 
vontured to bold opinions. ... I am 
ready to testify that his sermon was couched 
in an amicable and long suffering spirit." 
How strongly does this contrast with the 
shameless misrepresentation of a qiuui- 
patrtotic journal ; thus: — " The language used 
by the Abbe Mnrin in the sermon preached 
by him last Sunday has everywhere pro- 
voked reproof. But uttering against the 
ministers who composo tho gorornment of 
tho republic, infamous calumnies, tho Abbe 
Marin has made himself unworthy of tho 
protection granted to missionaries : he has 
committed a violation of the law that 
punishes any Frenchman who is guilty 
of inciting to haired and contempt 
against the government, and his guilt is 
aggravated," Ac., dec. This appeal, founded on 
bigotry and intolerance, and concluding with 
a suggestion that the Abbo Marin's conti- 
nuance in the priesthood is an insult to tho 
republic, is addressed to the consul of a pow- 
er whoso motto is " Liberty, egalite, et frater- 
nity ! " lint the republic of the Caurrim dtt 
Japan knows neither liberty nor brotherhood. 
" It is cruel, rapacious and odiously intoler- 
ant. It knows not freedom." 

While the Jesuit fathers are being perse- 
cuted in free France, and driven to find an 
asylum iu foreign lands, it is pleasant to see 
that many who respect their learning and 
virtnea are ready and happy to extend 
*vmpalhy and hospitality; witness the 
following letter: — " Moi, file d' Israel, libro 
ponseur et republicain, je vous offre 1' hospi- 
tality chex moi, lorsqno do l'exocution des 
deores du 29 Mars, en signo de protestation 
contre cos decres, qui sont contrairos au 
saints principes republicans." When per- 
secution has dono its utmost, the scholars 
who have not been unworthy, even of a 
nation like France, will find a resting place 
in a country where, without the loud pro- 
testations of liberty that resound in freer 
lands, learning and piety, and the exercise of 
a sacred profession, will always bo honoured 
and protected. It will not be the first time 
that the arms of England have been held out 
to welcome the weak and oppressed. 

We await developments, because we arc not 
carried away by tho rabid intolerance of sham 
republicanism, where freedom is a meaningless 
cry, and learning and piely are driven out of 
a country to make way for the communist 
convicts who would, if they could, havo 
utterly, irretrievably, destroyed tho French 
nation and subverted her society. 

These lines would never have been written 
but for the provocation of the Cnurrier. I f 
a violent partisan howls forth impudent 
complaints, must all the rest of the little 
world in which wo live be silent ? Cortnin- 
ly not, while wo havo power to oxprcss tlicr» 
scorn and indignation which the action of the 
Carrier and its supporters has excited.— 
Awj. 25. 
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A MANUAL OF NAVIGATION. 



\\TE have before us a little work which 
YY the author ststos haa been issued in 
■onso to a request that he should publish 
nide book to the local marine board ex- 
!.• With tho strongest desire to 
deal kindly with tho works of practical mon 
convoy useful information to 
tsmon, we are compelled to pro- 
an unfavourable judgmout upon Mr. 
Clarke's attempt. 

The book opens with a table for convert- 
ing compass points into degrees, tho com- 
mercial code of signals, and a flag-cbart. 
Thon follow " Rules and formulas iu naviga- 
tion and nautical astronomy," a chapter con- 
fined to instructions how to fiud the length 
of a knot for 23 seconds glass, and n rule for 
the correction of the campus (tie) fur vnriation ! 
After this come " Plane sailing formula*," 
and under tho heading of " Mercator'a anil- 
ing" wo meet witli Napier's diagram. At 
page 11, and iu other parts of tlio book, are 
chapters on "Great cirelu sailing." ' Mr. 
Clarke in ovidently very anxious that navi- 
gators should appreciate the obligations they 
are under to him. He says: — 

The following formulas for finding the dis- 
tance on tho are ■ >f n great circle was (»ic) 
invented by myself when on a voysge to 
aud is ns simple as Mercator'a 
. . . (Page 11). 

I have introduced a method 
i simple than any yet published of find- 
ing the distance on tho arc of a great circle 
(Preface). 

These passages are, however, contradicted 
by a foot note to page 255, which stntes that 
the Astronomer Royal, Sir G. B. Airy, has 
devised the best method of sweeping an arc 
of a great circle ; which is undoubtedly true. 
For the rest, where it is required to calculate 
the courses of a ship, we recommend for clear- 
ness, simplicity and aoouraoy, the solution of 
the problems by trigonometry, a branch of 
mathematics every young navigator may 
study with immense advantage to himself and 
his profession. 

Another example of the author's inventive 
genius is given on page 15, which contains 
"a formula of my own invention, in answer 
to an advertisement in the family Herald," 
for the calculation of latitude by means of 
the altitude of a heavouly body in the prime 
vertical ; but whether Mr. Clarke's inven- 
tion is shorter, clearer, or simpler than the 
old familiar method, bo does not say. 

In the chapter " To correct the declina- 
tion for meridian altitude" we are sur- 
prised to meet with a note on the variation 
and deviation of the compass, which haa evi- 
dently gone astray. That so important a 
matter as compass deviation should be treated 
in this way does not speak in favour of the 
work. The notes styled "Brief definitions" are 
not very instructive. Some few even seem 
likely to mislead tho boginnor. On page 
27, definition 14. — "Magnetic meridian. — The 
angle formed by the track of the ship and a 
magnetic meridian," is evidently a misprint, 
but it is an extraordinary coincidence that 



a Manual of Navigation and Xmtieal Attrxmomy, 
simplified for the use of candidates for the Board 
of Trado examinations, by John Ambrose Clarke. 
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precisely the same blunder is to be found in 
Reed' i Seamantkip, 10th edition, page 8. In 
the chapter on "Adjustments of the sextant " 
tbe author furnishes some details of his ex- 
perience that may be nseful ; and he advises 
the student thai " all these particulars 
must be thoroughly understood to become a 
successful Lunarian." Is this meant to en- 
oourago the pupil P To become an inhabitant 
of the moon may be the height of Mr. 
Clarke's ambition, bnt most people would 
prefer to know something of the manners and 
customs of the place before taking their 
departure from this earth ; and, unfortunately, 
Mr. Clarke does not tell ns how to reach the 
moon. Perhaps he intended to refer his 
readers to Jules Verne's famous voyage. 

Pages 40-54 are taken up by " Examina- 
tion of tbe chart," and " Can en t sailing." 
Those chapters, like many others, impress ns 
with a juBt idea of the extent of Mr. Clarke's 
knowledge, but wo fear he lacks the capacity 
to convey it to others. 

We next meet with a somewhat confused 
mixture of " Sumner's method," with ro- 
ou chronometer, deviation of com- 
(agaiu), parallel sailing, currents, Ac, 
ifco. In this section of bis work the author 
relates how formerly ' white in command of a 
sailing ship, ho shaped his con mo during a 
dark and stormy night for a port where he 
had never been before, enabled to do so by 
observations taken at twilight, the deviation 
being exactly determined and tho chro- 
nomoter rated by himself.' Wo should not 
recommend any one to follow the example of 
this reaoluto and courageous navigator. Mr. 
Clarko then advises his readers that the mean 
of a series of observations gives the true 
magnetic (tearing. This is rank scientific 
heresy. For practical purposes wo admit it 
approaches the truth, but it is a highly im- 
proper proceeding to represent it to the stu- 
dent as sound theory. 

Pages 240-241 contain a list of places tbe 
positions of which were determined by the 
anthor " per lnnars and chronometer," which, 
if correct, may bo convenient to those who are 
anxious to learn the poeitiou of thoso ports, 
and have no confidence in the information 
given by Norie, Raper and others. On page 
242 a well-deserved hint is given to bydro- 
graphers. 

The work concludes with a varioty of realty 
useful information, tables and rules, soch as 
are not usually found in manuals of this 
description. 

There is no doubt that Mr. Clarke is_ 
thoroughly well reread in his profoasion, the-' 
oretically and practically; but he is defioient 
in order and arrangement, and in power to 
convey to others, in sufficiently clear langu- 
age, the knowledgo ho possesses. Tho book, in 
fact, is in urgent need of the services of an 
editor and proof reader, and if Mr. Clarke 
will take the troublo and incur the expense 
of revising tho work and issuing a second 
edition, we have no doubt his great labour 
will bo duly appreciated and rewarded.— 
Aug. 28. 



Judging from the strong winds hero yes tor 
day (25th Aug.), and from the readings of the 
barometer, a severe storm has passed very 
close to ns. The Coldstream and a junk 
went ashore in Hiogo Bay during the blow, 
tbe former also colliding with a brig and 
injuring her on the bow. The S.S. Toltio- 
maru, on her way up to Yokohama, had to 
" i Otaki Bay.— Siogo Ntw. 



A FAREWELL DINNER, OR A TRIP 
TO KBIB8 ISLAND. 

"Is this a dream' then waking most be pain. 
"Ob, do not wake me, let me dream again." 

H. was leaving Japan for a new field wherein 
to try his fortune, and this of course entailed 
one of those only too numerous, but much to 
be avoided, farewell dinners. It was sgreed 
that we should all go on board the steamer to 
see him off, which moans the consumption of 
sundry mixed concoctions, the oft repeated 
assurance that " he's a jolly good fellow," and 
the souiewhut hsry announcement that " we 
won't go home till morning." 

Well, the dinner came off at M.'s and there 
was the usual mixture of guests, from the i 
who " once knew a feller in Timbuctoo " 
performed some wonderful font (but to tho end 
of which story we nover got) to tho ' steady 
ontor ' who svowedly eume with the intention of 
making a good " square meal," the uproarious 
man who suddenly collapsed in the middle of 
dinner; and last, but not least, the man who 
g ravel v assures you that " no amount of liquor 
has the slightest effect on me" and who 
generally is about tho first to be laid out. 
During dinner souio one proposed that we 
should tako a steam launch in tow, go down 
iu the GUn.BtLjic o» fsr ss Vries and spend 
the following day there, an idea whi< 
welcomed by all (but never 
and the early hour of 2 a.m. foui 
the before mentioned assertion musically and 
otherwise, at the Frouch Hatoba, 
" proof-agaiuet-any-aiuouol-of-liquor " 
whom we left calmly reposing in a 1 
chair, aud hut for which I cuuld not now fur- 
nish you with the following account of a trip 
to Vries, as afterwards related by him : — 

"We left the QUn-Belgic about 11 a.tn. 
" and started in the launch for Vries 



rried out), 
us making 



" there safely about 12 o'clock and, notwith- 
" standing tho good breakfast we had already 
•• stowed away, we all fell to with a hearty 
" appetite at tho tiffin prepared for us 
" by one of the party who certainly 
" showed much skill in the culinary depsrt- 
" meat. We theu chartered various " balloon " 
" jinricksha and speedily were floated through 
" tbe air to the summit of the mountain over 
" which wo-hovered, while V took a sketch of 
" the crater ; and I think more than one of 
" the party took a drop of the i 
" At the bottom of the crater, which 
" some three miles across, is a struggling 
" village of houses built in the Elizabethan 
" style, the inhabitants of which greatly rs- 
" semblo the Aiinos of the northern part of 

Japan : they ride only on giraffes and feed 
" chiefly on the luscious shokumotsu-kioomi 
" which is largely imported from Korea. Our 
" guide informed us thst there were to be 
" races round the top of the crater, the animals 
" competing being a species of " nakstza-ksmi" 
" somewhat similar to the African leopard, and 
" they would be ridden by baboons. Kx- 
" citing, doubtless, as this sport would have 
" been, the cravings of hunger (and thirst 
" after last night's dinner) prompted ns to 
" make tracks for tbe tea hoime where we 
•' knew a good supply of creature comforts 
" would be waiting us. It was proposed that 
" we should walk down the mountain in order 

that we might cull some of the various 
" botanical and seiwnological specimens which 
" wo bad been able to perceive from our 
* lofty eminence in the " balloon jioriki- 
" sha." After a few attempts, in which one 
" or two of us got somewhat shaken, ws 
u reached torra firmu, and commenced our 

" * *• moonUia - ™ » « 
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" easy task : the path ia circuitous and noarly 
" knee deep in larva, while huge blocks of 
granite that have evidently been belched 
" forth from the crater in p«et ceotiiriei block 
" op the road of the wearied traveller. Oh I then 
" itia that one feela what a tin all thing ia man 
" to battla against 



(— particularly after a heavy and dissipated 
evening'! amusement — ) 

" But it won't do to moralize, so let as 
" retarn to our motions and get over the 
" rest of our journoy as quickly as possible. I 
" fsar it would only tire you were I to tell of 
" the numerous specimens of I he " Buggis 
'• ordinaries " and the " Odori-no-nomi " dia- 
" covered by our worthy friend P., or the 
" beautiful " Mirahilis - yasai - eabbagiensis, 
"and " Suki-kttshorioymus.Japonica " which 

" M. determined to send to Doctor H g 

" in America, doubtless with an ulterior pceuiii- 
" ary motive. Suffice it to say wo might have 
" been scon about 6.30 p.m. greatly apprecial- 
" ing a clam chowder (the clam part being 
" composed of snakes caught on the island) 
" which had been prepared for ns by oar in- 
" defatigable friend H. A., and at 6 o'clock wo 
" started for Yokohama : the weather had 
" turned somewhat stormy and a strong breeze 
" was blowing from the north-west but our 
" little launch steamed bravely on and only 
" two of our company shewed symptoms of 
" sea-sickuoas. I was right as a trivet, but 
" iu stooping down to pick up a bottle of soda 
" water I hit my head against."— 

Here ! get up; don't you know what time it is? 
We have all been on board, and the GUn- 
BelgU ia half-way down the bay by this) time ! 

" What time is it ? 7 o'clock ! Well I sup- 
** pose my trip to Vries ia all a dream 1 But 
" I don't believe that last whisky and polly 
" had any polly in it, so perhaps I'd better 
" take one neat now." 

Thus 
to Vries. 



farewoll dinner and oar trip 



JAPANESE TALES. 



AwoDi Sornoir, a highly respected man 
who lived many years ago, in crossing a bridge 
at night dropped a piece of money worth ten 
sen into the water. To recover the coin 
Awoda Soyemon bought a torch at a cost of 
fifty sen, and after some trouble found the 
money he had loot. A bystander said to him, 
— " Ia it not a foolish thing to expend fifty 
sea to recover ten V " No," said Awoda 
Soyemon, " became if the money bad remained 
in the stream it would have been lost, and of 
no use to any one ; but the fifty cent* are not 
lost ; they have been merely transferred from 
my possession to that of another." 

Subsequently to this, Soyemon was appoint- 
ed to the office of a judge, and in the per- 
formance of his duties he was assiduous, im- 
partial, temperato, sod merciful. It is true 
the scabbards of bis swords were uu lacquered, 
and his dress showed signs of long though 
careful usage, but his hand was always opeu 
to the poor. Upon one occasion an action was 
heard before a number of judges, Soyemon 
being one of them. Kobun, tho defendant, 
was a person of tho lowest class, and the 
judge* were opposed to him with the exception 
of Soyemon, who decided tho suit without 
respect to persons, and gave his decision in 
favour of Kobun. A short time afterwards 
Kobun prepared a parcel of money, which he 
threw from a hill into the garden of Soyemon's 
. was exceedingly angry, aod 



aaid- •« I have not merited thia. I rejected 
the claim of the plaintiff because it was un- 
just, not from any fovour towards you. Why, 
therefore, should I receive money for what 
I have not done? No magistrate is bribed to 
give a juat decision." 

The lord whom 8oyemon served dreamed 
that tho hnppincss of the people required Soye- 
mon to bo their ruler. On tho following 
morning the prince sent for Soyemon, presented 
him with a deed of gift of a large portion of 
his lands, and commanded him to assume Ihe 
government of the province. But Soyemon 
refused, whereupon the prince explained ihe 
dri*nm which ho declared to bo a command of 
God. Then >nycmnn rrplicd. asking the prince 
what ho would have done if a dream had com- 
manded him to kill Sovemon ? 

Another judge named Sanzo, was appealed 
to by the relatives of a servaut who had boon 
murdered by his master. Tho latter desired to 
compound tho offence by a payment in money, 
a proposition which the judge supported, but 
the relatives of the deceased demanded that 
the murdered man should be restored to his 
family, whereupon Sanzo, the judge, indited a 
letter to tho ruler of the infernal regions and 
presenting it to tho appellants said — " Your 
friend is so far from here tbat I have no 
messenger capable of travelling thither. It 
will be well, therefore, that you should go 
yourselves, as the deceased is a relative of 
yours." And having aaid this Sanzo ordered 
three of the appellants to be executed forth- 
with, which was dono to the surprise of the 
whole city. 



Thk 



(Occasional Jdotes. 



Th« TVfcw-Jfaru sailed on the 1st inst. had 
among her passengers for Shanghai Mr. James 
Johnstone Keswick, head of the firm of Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. here, and for some time past 
a resident of Yokohama. Mr. Keswick will 
not return to Japan, at least for some years, 
and his departure calls for a few words of 
cordial farewell. Mr. Keswick succeeded Mr. 
Edward Whittall, when the latter gentle- 
man retired from the firm of which he 
had been the Yokohama representative for 
several years, and at once gained the populari- 
ty which our extended knowledge of him has 
served to strengthen. It may be urged thai 
valedictory addresses are too often couched in 
language of undue compliment, but in this 
instance it becomes a pleasurable act of 
duty to record the unvarying geniality, 
courtesy, and gentleness which, combined with 
business acquirements and knowledge of the 
world, are the qualities that have secured for Mr. 
Keswick a larger circle of real friends among 
foreigners and Japanese than probably any 
previous resident ever enjoyed. It seemed in 
the natural order of things that Mr. Keswick 
should take the lead in all public amusements 
and manly sports, and that he should, in con- 
sequence, soon become a prominent figure in 
the community. For overy undertaking of a 
public or semi-public character, Mr. Keswick, 
as a matter of course, was apjiealed to : 
and it speaks highly for the kindliness of his 
nature that in every capacity in which he has 
acted in theso matters his name has been a 
guaranty for honour and foirplay. His depar- 
ture will bo very much regretted : and all who 
have resided for any length of time in Yoko- 
hama know how to appreciate tho loss the set- 
tlement will sustain. His absence will bo 
deeply felt as time wears on, 



Japan Herald is guilty of a grave 
It aays,—" The praise of Mr. Btng- 
an implied censure on Sir Harry 
We take the praise bestowed by 
Mr. Hennessy upon the policy of Mr. Bingham, 
to be the highest compliment that could have 
been paid to Sir Harry Parkes. What could 
be more offensive to a minister of the standing 
of Sir Harry Parke* than " approval " of his 
policy by a colonial governor * Tho mistake 
that has been too frequently made here, is 
the supposition that the governor of Hong- 
kong is a superior officer to her Majesty's 
representative in Japan. A greater error 
could not bo committed. Sir John Hennessy 
in Hongkong ia •' His excellency the governor, 
and commander in chief," but outside of the 
colony he is u private gentleman unauthorized 
to express approval or disapproval of the acts 
of any officer of her Majesty's government. 



Thk Japan Herald rather pointedly recom- 
mends Mr. Bingham to retire from the United 
8tatea diplomatic service, in order that ha 
may assume the post of Japsnese minister 
to Wsshington. There are two objections 
to this course. Resignation of a diplomatic, 
post which entailed so much trouble and 
labour to get, would be a fatal error, es- 
pecially when reinstatement is a moral and 
physical impossibility. This is one objection ; 
the other is simpler, but even more forcible. 
The Japanese government would not have Mr. 
Bingham as their minister to Washington upon 
any terms. 

Tea Btrald says Mr. Bingham's presence 
here as American minister " is an utter mis- 
take." Thia is undoubtedly true, but than, 
what has tho poor gentleman in prospect when 
his diplomatic career in Japan ia closed ? 

Auonex is also mado to the "indecent 
" spectacle of the governor of a British colony, 
" temporarily absent from tho place of his 
" duties, and whilst oa a short visit to this 
" country, bespattering the American minis- 
" tor with compliments for his an ti- British, 
" and we may aay, anti-foreign policy gsne- 
" rally." Tho indecency is flagrant, but 
ia that instance of gross violation of 
official propriety any worse than Sir John 
Henucssj's reception of the address of tho 
Osaka chamber of commerce, prepared and 
delivered by the notorious Oodai ? In that 
document every care was taken to slander 
British policy, diplomacy, trade and treaty. 
For a British subject in tho service of his 
country to receive an address of this descrip- 
tion without indignantly rejecting it so soon 
as its contents were known to him, wss a 
breach of decency of no ordinary kind. The 
worst feature of the Qodai address is, that all 
its arguments are based upon a deliberate 




Is a despatch to Mr. Evarta, Mr. Bingham 
says, referring to an address made by " Her 
Britannic Majesty's governor of Hongkong" 
before the Tokio chamber of commerce, — " I 
" note that the governor in his address spnko 
" ef tho trado of Japan with Gr-.tt Britain 
" and with tho United Stntes rind China, a id 
" had the eourago and justice t i sny th.it 
" Japan's trado with China, as well that with 
" tho United States, ' was especially favorable 
" 'to producers in Japan and to exporters.'" 

It is difficult to deal with such statements 
as this and tho following : — " His excellency 
" might have said with equal justice that tho 
" United Statea buys more of the domestic 
" production* of Japan than any ooe of the 
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i 8tetes, while Great Britain aella nioro 
" large annual balance* in coin." Wo submit 
it is wholly immaterial to Japan what nation 
■be bars or sells to. Trade tmrels in a circle. 
America buys lea from Japan and pays for 
it with bills ou England ; or, iu plainer terms, 
England with her goods buys bills due by 
Americans to Japanese fur tea, and with these 
bills pays America for the cotton obtained 
from there. Japan buys manufactured cottons 
from England, America buys tea from Japan, 
Englsnd buys bills from the Japanese and sends 
them back to America to pay for the cotton 
England buys from that country. Will Mr. 
Bingham dispute this proposition ? If ho 
canuot or will not, what becomes of his asser- 
tion about " annual balances in coin "? 



Wnr need we be- surprised ut the misrepro- 
sentatio-is of men of Mr. Bingham's das*, when 
General Grant giving advice to his 
Iwakura on treaty revision, without 
any accurate knowledge of the subject matter. 
" The general has ulwuya gireu the same ud- 
" vice on the treaty question. One of the odd 
•• phases of English policy in the east is, that 
" while England allows her own colonics to do 
" as they please in tariffs, to have free trade 
«• or protection, sho insists I lint Japan and 
" Chiua shall arrange their imposts mid tariffs 
" solely with the view of helping English 
" trade. In other words, Japan, an indep.m- 
" dent power, is under a duross that Canada 
*' or Austrnlia would never accept. This 
•' anomalous condition of affairs will exist 
" so long as the treaty remains, and Eng. 
" land has never shown an inclination to 
" consent to any abrogation of her puramouut 
•• rights under the treaty. Generul Grant s 
" advice has been that Jspan should make 
» a statement of her case to the world. She 
the circumstances under which 
treaty waa made— how her ignorance 
" was used to pat her in an unfortunate and 
•• humiliating position . , . . Sho should 
" recount the disadvantages under which this 
"treaty placet her — not alone moral but 
" material,— crippling and limiting ber re- 
" sources." 

Circomstaocet show us beyond doubt that 
the advice given by General Grant was 
most unpalatable to tho Japanese. Of course 
it suited the views of an American travelling 
politician to throw tho whole burden of this 
"anomalous condition of affairs" upon Eng- 
land, but we should have thought a regard for 
truth would have induced General Grant to 
refer to the abortive treaty with tho United 
States — abortive, consequent upon the insertion 
of one little clsuso providing that the United 
States will mako concessions when other 
powers holding relations with Japan shall do 
the same ihiug, aud not before ! 

The statement Japan is recommended to make 
to the world is exactly what sho cannot do. The 
statesmen of Japan know full well that any 
assertion of theirs to the effect that the present 
treaties hnvo placed the country in a humiliat- 
ing ami unfortunate position, and materially 
crippled anil limited livr resources, would be nl 
once traversed ; and the official returns pre- 
pared by the Japanese government quoted to 
show that foreign trade has been of immense 
benefit to the nation, and that without it 
Japan would be nowhere. 

Til a ml vice of General Grant was not act 
upon, the objection in the minds of the Ja- 
panese being that, " fleets may come and the 
'•English may bombard Tnkin as they did 
lei." But General Grant was su 
to this objection. Be bad jut 



come from England, and knew all about 
her foreign policy, yet we find him giving vent 
to the following :— " If there is one thing 
"more certain than another," reasoned tho 
general, " it is that England is in no humor 
" to make war upon Japan for a tariff. I do 
" not believe that under any circumstances Lord 
" Beaconafield would consent to such an enter- 
prise .... Jspan has peculiar claims 
" upon the sympathy and respect of mankind, 
" and if she would assert her sovereign rights 
"she would find that her cause met the 
" approval of mankind." If we had not 
chapter, verse, and authority for this wo could 
not beliovo General Grant capable of such 
astounding folly. Trsrclling politicians of 
the Urant, Reed, and Hcnneasy clas*. come 
here to give ndvieo upon subjects they cannot, 
by any possibility, understand. What did 
General Grant mean by " Sovereign rights V 
And Can lie, or any of the Japanese ministers, 
say to what extent these "sovereign rights" 
liu'vo been invaded by any foreign power ? 



Or late there have been numerous mysterious 
paragraphs in the native papers such as "His 
Excellency has had a private inter- 
view with his Majesty the Mikado on business 
of paramount importance to the empire, which 
is kept a secret from the public." The latest of 
these mystifying items of intelligence is that, 
" Mr. Okuma is holding a secret conference 
daily, at his private residence, with officers of 
the finance department, and that tbey do not 
separate until tho night is far spent." The 
papers offer nothing more than this, and 
so leave their readers to judge for themselves 
as to the nature of the business which is 
evidently causing Mr. Okuma and his sub- 
ordinates so much anxiety. Wo presume that 
the subject under discussion by hia oxcelloncy 
the financial crisis Japan is passing 
through at the present time, and which muat 
prove a problem difficult of solution ; being 
the only way of ending the difficulty to 
Hack it boldly, lot the nation know ex- 
ctly how tho finances stand, and call upon 
the people to assist in bringing them into 
some reasonable sort of order. A temporary 
resuscitation by glossing over the difficulties 
can only have a tendency to reuder affairs 
more complicated and to bring Japan into an 
utterly insolvent condition. 

Reports have been circulated to-day (16th 
ulto.)to tho effect that Russia had actually de- 
clared war against Chiua, and (hat great military 
and naval operations were expected to take place 
at any moment. Beyond the news received 
yesterday, of which wo published an out- 
line in lust evening's issue, nothing has 
been heard from Chiua loading to the 
belief that the position has undergone 
any material change, and Wc ore quite 
unablo to trace the source of the reports 
alluded to. One firm in Yokohama sent a 
telegram to the Shanghai house yesterday with 
the following inquiry " Is wsr declared ?" the 
iver to which is briefly and simply "No." 
The curtness of Iho reply ieuvea no room for 
doubt, or that there was any cause for im- 
mediate apprehension of hostilities ; and we 
may still hope that good sense and reason will 
come to the assistance of the Chinese go- 
vernment before they plunge into a wax that 
must, for them, bo terrible in its results. 



the palace faction, which is the war party, 
Colonel Gordon is busily engaged in making 
preparations for the coming war. It is certain 
that the Chinese were, when the mail last 
received in Shanghai left Peking, in a most 
bellicose mood. Li is collecting troops, storiog 
rice and planting torpedo*, but the prepara- 
tions are six months behind : the precious time 
has been frittered away, and when the Russian 
attack is made the Chinese opposition will 
consist of imperfect forU, undrillcd mon, and 
a general muddle. 

It is said Colonel Gordon has resigned his 
British commission. Wo are assured that he 
is now in Chinese service and will take active 
part in the operations of the war now impend- 
ing. Colonel Gordon even now ought to haTe 
power to send for all least 1,000 soldiers of 
fortune from Europe and the United States, 
and with their help may make victory cost 
Russia too dear. The next few days will give 
us more details about the steps taken by 
M. de Butrow, tho Russian minister ot 
Peking. 



on the highest authority that 
was released from confinement 



Wb learn 
Chung How 
unconditionally on the 12th instant, his pardon 
being onnounced in the Peking OattU. 

Toe information received by us on August 
19th respecting Colonel Gordon's movements in 
China, his acceptance of office under Li-Hung- 
Cliuug, and hia onergotic preparations for re- 
sistance to Russia, appears to have been far from 
correct. The latest information was received 
on Thursday evening, and is to the effect I 



Colonel Gortl 



as left Chiua for Ade 



Tag items of news given above are of groat 
value and we may trust to their accuracy. Tho 
release of Chung How without conditions is a 
measure adopted in deference to tho wishes of 
Russia, and it au indispensable preliminary 
to negotiations which we may soon hear have 
been resumed. The departure of Colonel Gor- 
don is significant : he had probably succeeded 
in convincing Li Hung Chang of the hopeless- 
ness of a contest with Russia, and introducing 
into Chinese councils a proper sense of the 
nation's weskness. Or, perhaps, finding the 
authorities deaf to bis advice and opinions, be 
has retired and left them to their own devices. 



A spasewmow list in aid of the sufferers by 
inundationa in Canton was lately opened by 
a committee of Chinese merchants, who state 
in the prospectus, — " It is believed that Buro- 
" penn and American residents here may be 
" glad to tako part in this benevolence, and so 
" express their sympathy with the sufferings 
" of a community with which many of them 
" have kindly associations." Tho result ha* 
been donations amounting in all to $650.60, 
which sum hss been forwarded to the Chinees 
hospital in Hongkong for distribution in 
Canton. 

We rrgrot the committee have not made the 
ireumctan<'es of their ap|«eal public. The 
majority of charitable people never heard of 
the movement in Bid of tho Canton sufferers 
bv flood, tho consequence being that, from 
want of publicity which any newspaper would 
have gratuitously given in the cause of charity, 
the sum subscribed is very much lees than it 
would otherwise have been. 



Tnrmt is no reason to doubt from information 
received by mail to-day (Aug. lHlh) that Col. 
Gordon has accepted service under Li-Huug- 
Chang, and at this moment, as Li has for his 
owd safety, and against bis coovjclioDt, joined 



It is said that the Korean ambassador will 
leave Japan by the middle of September, and 
that prior to his departure the Japanese | 
ernmcnt will giro their final decision on I 
which has brought him to i 



brought bin to Japan, 
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communication between Otaka and 
haa been established by the Sumitomo 
company, and vessels will be despatched twice 



thrown out by our correa- 
ii one that deserves tho beat 
conaideration of tho agricalluriet. Sometime 
•go the Japanese press called attention to tho 
great difficulty under which the farmers 
laboured for want of manure, and the benefits 
that would be dented from the importation 
of patent or condensed fertilizers. If, aa 
our correspondent pointa out, an excellent 
fertiliter ia deposited by every river, and of 
the truth of thia there can be little doubt, it 
will be profitable to any persona to form a 
company to preserve and collect the sedimen- 
tary deposits of tho vurious atroama which the 
water now carries down to be loet in the aen. 

Scientific agriculturists who have Waited this 
country have been painfully imprcssod with the 
signs of deterioration of the soil. Their opin- 
ion is that the laud ia " sick worked out, 
and that the application, year after year with- 
out fallow time, of the terrible filth now used, 
it poisoning the fields which will, sooner or 
later, give out. Tho best criterion of the 
poverty of the land is afforded by the quality of 
wheat produced. Take this grain at its 
best in Japan it is poor stuff, though much 
of its inferiority is undoubtedly due to tho 
use of seed grown upon the same land. All 
wheat farmers are well aware of the impor- 
tance of exchanging seed-corn. Seed grown 
by A will return but a thin crop on tho same 
land, but if it be exchanged with seed producod 
on the farm of B, fifty miles away, both far- 
mers benefit by the exchange; each has a 
Yostly superior crop to what would have result- 
ed without the oxebange. 

The discussion of these subjects could be 
entered upon with advantage by the native 
papers ; and we shall bo glad to do our part 
by furnishing such scientific and practical in- 
formation as we can gather from competent 
and experienced foreign agriculturists, if we 
perceivo it would bo welcome. 

There is a vast amount of waste permitted 
daily throughout the empire. At certain times 
in the day people may be aeen washing rice by 
the aide of the wells ; the first water iu which 
rice ia waahed, is of milky whiteness, and ia 
full of tho most nutritious part of the grain 
All this valuable material ia not merely thrown 
away, but it is to thrown away that it becomes 
a positive source of danger. Tho liquor per- 
meates the ground : fermentation sets in ; aud 
a dangerous fluid finds its way into and pollutes 
the wells. Any enterprising man who will 
make arrangements for utilizing this rice 
water, may start sn industry of immense value 
to the country; the manufacture of starch 
and sizing. To estimate the ox tent of the 
daily loss by rice washing, let one kin of rice 
be carefully weighed, then washed, dried, and 
re-weighed. Tho difference is the wasto. 

We hope, for the benefit of agriculturists, our 
.correspondent will continue his iiivoftigntions I 
into, aud observationa ou water, sewage, tillage i 
and fertilizers. We all know the sitying that 
the man who makes a blade of grass grow 
whero none grew before, is a benefactor to his ] 
country ; and if we substitute grain for grass 
the energetic farmer will bo the benefactor of 
hit species, and an honour to his country. 

A kativb contemporary says that the sum 
of 300,000 silver yen is beiug coined at 
the Osaka mint. This trifle will not go 
far towards relieving tho anxiety respecting 



be but a small speck in the tea of paper 
money which is flooding this country, and 
which is the chief cause of the distress 
among the people. There hat been no famine 
in Japan, and yet we hear of tho poorer 
classes eating the offal which has heretofore 
beeu thrown to the pigs, because it takes thir- 
teen yen to purchase a kokn of rice, which, 
o years ago, could he obtained for five 
yen. The value of paper money has fallen, 
nnd the corresponding rise in the value of la- 
bour, has not met with demand for it, and now 
the labouring classes are almoat unable to pur- 
chase the few necessaries with which to sus- 
tain life. 



Tna departure of the French mail on 
Friday and tho United States mail on 
Saturday, August 20lh and 21sl, together 
with the orrivnl of the Oily of Pehi.Kj at 
an early hour on Siturday morning, must 
have pressed the postal officials to the fullest 
extent of their powers. Curiosity led n« to 
inquire how the work was done, for since the 
English and French post offices have been dis- 
continued, tho whole of the foreign mail work 
has devolved upon the reduced ttaff of the Ja- 
panese general poet office. We were courteously 
informed that a pressure of work, as in this 
instance, necessitates tho almost continuous 
attendance of the officials ; pushing our inquiries 
further, we found that the postal staff assem- 
bled at 5 a.m. on Thursday for the expected 
recoipt and delivory of the mailt from Shang- 
hai and tho coast ports. The steamer was, 
however, delayed, and did not arrive at the 
customary hour, but the staff was kept in 
waiting. From that hour to 9 a.m. to-day, the 
post office has been in full work. Thursday 
was devoted to tho outgoing French mail, with 
a respite from about midnight to 5 a.m. on 
Friday, when the mails hud to be closed in 
time for the steamer's departure at 9 a.m. Fri- 
day was, of course, American mail day, and a 
busy one, and at midnight there was a recess for 
two hours, work being resumed at 2 a.m. for 
the delivery of a heavy inward mail per City 
of Peking, which, with less energetic officials, 
would have been postponed until after the de- 
parture of the outgoing steamer. This work 
concluded, tho outward mails which closed at 

8 a.m. on Saturday were completed, and at about 

9 o'clock the office returned its ordinary count 
of Intuitu ! 5 a.m. on Thursday to 9 a.m. on 
Saturday, is a period of 52 hours, 45 of which 
were devoted to incessant work and only 7 to 
rest aud such refreshment as could be snatched 
at intervals. This is heavy work in weather 
liko this. Wo do not intend to pay any 
fulsome compliments to tho postal officisls, but 
it gives us pleasure to say that their efforts 
to promptly discbarge their duties are highly 




preserved and cared for in a i 
but it is certain that such 
those given by 

amount to a hundredth part of the ram 

quired. 

A C0BBE 

intelligence wo have already published re- 
garding tho object of the Korean embassy to 
Japan. He siys that the Koreans were very 
anxious to get their ambassador away before 
tho arrival at Fuaan of Mr. Uanabata ; and 
that the government of that country contracted 
with a Japanese firm to defray the expenses 



of their ambassador during his sojourn in 
Japan. It is expected that this 
make a smsll fortune out of the 1 



lojsan 
firm 



will 



The ambassador is only 
age, but noted for his diplomatic 



ty-four veart of 
.tic ability and 



Visitors to Daibutsu are now invited to 
subscribe to a fund for the construction of a 
temple to enclose the bronze statue. Several 
gentlemen have consented to act as a committee, 
and it is to be hoped their efforts will be 
crowned with success. A plan and elevation 
of tho proposed new structure, can be seen in 
the enclosure ; the design is elegant and of 
pure Japanese architecture, and the estimated 
cost of erection is 37,150 yen, Tho works are 
to be commenced at toon as 10,000 yen are 
subscribed j donations being lodged iu the in- 
terval in the Mitsui Bank. We have 
little doubt that an appeal properly made by 
an authorized committoe would be fairly res- 
ponded to by foreign residents, all uf whom 
aro unxious that to fiuo a specimen of Japanese 



Wit have always expressed a hope that Japan 
will not seek relief from her financial embar- 
rassment by the delusive expedient of a foreign 
loan. Tho delay in the publication of tho es- 
timates for tht current year is the cause of 
some surprise, and is certainly not calculated to 
restore confidence in the government's 
financial policy; many fears being openly 
expressed that roliof is to be sought ia 
a foreign loan. The best remedy undoubtedly 
is for tho government to take tho people into 
their confidence : to rex-all the present issue of 
notes and replace it with a new numbered aud 
certified currency ; to prohibit the furthor iasuo 
of paper ; to call in the advances due from 
various debtors who have had loans for the 
furtherance of industries, none of which flour- 
ish ; and to put a stop to the establishment 
of those dangerous institutions tht national 
banks, which havo been chiefly instrumental 
in inflating tho currency and depressing its 
vslae. 

The moment decisive measures of this tort 
are inaugurated confidence will be in tome 
measure restored, and the government will 
then be in a position to reform the law* 
which are oppressing real commerce to the 
irreparable injury of the bulk of the people. 
Japan requires trade ; the people are anxious 
to enter into it on a scale proportionate to their 
resources ; but they are prevented by causes of 
which the government can no longer plead 
ignorance. Favouritism and monopolies once 
abolished they will never appear again in 
Japan, but in their placo a healthy trade 
will spring up thst willjprovo an inestimable 
blessing to the people, and be of the utmost 
assistance to the government in their financial 
difficulties. Thia is sound policy, but a foreign 
loan, if contemplated, will only stave off the 
evil day, and involve the ministry or their 
successors in fresh troubles enhanced by a 
continuance of the present trammels which 
impede the people's trade. 

Mr. Ibotw gave a second and most pleasant 

open air concert in the bluff garden last night 
(Aug. lftth), aud wo were glad to see that hit 
programme attracted a largo auditory, for whoso 
comfort every arrangement had boon made. 

Admiral Patterson, U.8 N., with his usual 
kindness, lent the fine band of the Itiehmond. 
Many goods pieces were plsycd by it, and the 
short selection from Wagner's Lohengrin in 
particular wss given with the utmost delicacy. 

The concert opened with a poor but not 
I untunefnl Feast-overture by Leutner, after 
which one of the best performances of tht 
evening was given, viz, a duet on the piano- 
forte on selections from Bowini's 11 Taneredo. 
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H — played the piece perfectly well. De 
Beriot'i 7th concerto followed. The violin 
put wasplayed by Mr. Iburg. It it very diffi- 
cult. The second part has iome beautiful 
eaotabilo passage*. Two songs were after- 
wards given— one for baritone voice, finely sung 
by Mr. A , and a tenor song, Si tu savait 

cooivii je t'aime, exquisitely sung by Mr. F . 

A clever rendering of the Carnival de Venice 
for the clarionet was excellently well plnyed 
by the eouductor of the Riehmonit band, and 
Mr. Iburg followed with the lovely and tender 
andante from Beethoven's Kreutia sonata, a 
most exquisite piece of music, and Mr. Iburg*' 
rendering delighted an appreciative audience. 

Mr. Y. then sung, as only a good musi- 
cian can, the difficult and wild air of tbe 
Toreador from Carmen. Another gentleman 
was so good as to do his beet, end considering 
all things, bit excellent intention was meri- 



event, the result of which was not in doubt 
after the appearance on deck of tho winner 
in a grotesque costume which did credit to its 
originator. 



We hope Mr. Iburg will soon give another 



Tax swimming matches of the Rowing 
Club which took place last evening (August 
27ta) were hardly at successful at the tportt 
provided by thit club generally are. The 
unsettled weather doubtless prevented many 
who would have competed from attend- 
ing, and the inconvenience of having to go 
off to the barge probably kept others — specta 
tort and competitors — from being pre 
sent. We hope toon to hear that the 
club is in possession of the title deeds 
for a boat-house on the old French hato- 
b», for which, we believe we are correct 
in stating, the money has already been paid 
to tbe Japanese government. Certainly a 
boat-house in that position would be an 
improvement on the present ungainly mass of 
dilapidated buildings and would probably be 
the meant of disposing of the crowd of naked 

congregate there 




following are the result*, of yesterday 'i 



I.— 100 Tjjuw (handicap ) 

Hunt (scratch) \ 

Samuels (5 sue.) 2 

Behrs (18 sec.) 3 

Seven started, and Hunt very soon got a 
strong lead which he kept throughout and won 
in good form. Wo think it it usual to 
giro the lime allowance at the start, which 
prevent* the crowding which occurred lust- 
night. 



Boag 

F. A. Cope 2 

The diving was very poor owing to the uu- 
tteadiocta of tho boat. Behre and Wood retired 
after tbe second dive. 



A. H. Dare 




i woo easily by Mr. A. H. Dare. 

IV — Loko Divx. 

Plavfair 1 

Stewart 2 

F. A. Cope' S 

Playfair won by about 3 feet. 

V. — Teamen Diva. 

Wheeler , 1 

Doug 2 

This was an easy victory for tho doctor 
•nd we notice that ho has an air cushion on 
hit trap to-day. 

VI. — CsUTBUHrU**. 

F. A. Cope 1 i 

Wheeler , 2 



la the harbour of Yokosuka two or three 
small but serviceable-looking steamer*, evident- 
ly fast vessel*, are lying up, apparently for want 
of employment. We may make a suggestion 
of service in regard to thene ves*rl». During 
the summer months, that is from June to Sep- 
tember inclusive, there are two continuous 
human streams of travellers between Tokio, 
Yokohama, the hot springs of Uakone and 
Fujiyama ; one going, the other returning. 
These travellers are uumbercd by thousands 
during the season, and to and from Odn- 
wara there is no conveyance but the 
costly couch or the ahuky jiurikisha, the 
fastest wheeled vehicle requiring ordinarily 
six hours to complete the distsnco. Apart 
from this drawback, the road it dry, dusty, 
hot, and inexpressibly tedious, and presents 
a marked contrast to a delightful sail of 
five or six hours in a small but sound aud 
well-appointed steam vessel. The distance 
from Yokohama to Odawara by sea it, we 
believe, about fifty-five miles, which should 
be covered easily in ordiuary weather in five 
hours. Breakfast or early dinner might be 
provided on board, or a supply of wholesome 
refreshments, including tome good red wine, 
would be another inducement to traveller! to 
avail themtelve* of a trip that mutt be of the 
pleasantest character. 

If any enterprising Japanese will bear these 
fact* in mind, aud charter two or four auitable 
craft for the service next summer, ho will 
find that a scale of fares low enough to suit 
tbe meant of the poorett traveller, and in pro- 
portion for superior accommodation for those 
who choose to pay for it, with a moderate 
tariff for the article* supplied on board, will 
yield a return in excess of all expenditure and 
risk. This is for passenger traffic alone, but 
there is enough cargo to form an item in the 
calculation a. 

Io a service of this description there are 
two dangers to be avoided :— bad and alow 
vessels, and differential rate* for Japanese 



Tni Pitman injunction case in Hongkong 
seems to drag. The judge before whom the 
motion should be beard, is taking advantage 
of tho vacation to seek the cool air of the Peak, 
and Mr. Hay liar. Q.C., counsel for the com- 
mittee of the Hongkong club, it in Amoy 
retained in an important action there connected 
with an excessive passenger list. When the 
question is whether a club is justified in ex- 
pelling n member guilty of a serious and 
malicious libel upon another member, delay is, 
according to the learned chief-justice of Hong- 
kong, " like silence, golden " ; but we are mis- 
taken in iho feeling that actuates the members 
of the club if thty permit the lew's delays to in- 
terfere with their decision which, apart from any 
technically illegality, has secured tbe sympathy 
of all right-minded people. Thero are offences 
that the law cannot or will not touch which 
are properly within the cognizance of society 
— of a court of honour which in this instance 
appears to have arrived at ajutt and entirely 



There were only two competitors for thit 



A JaTAauB who hot recently arrived in the 
capital from Hakodate, states that Christianity 
is gradually gaining influence among tbe 
peoplo in that locality and that tho number of 
believer* it constantly increasing in tbe vicinity 
of Sapporo. 



ScaBcexr hare our French friend* and neigh- 
bours hod time to settle down after the excite- 
ment incident to the celebration of the new na- 
tional festival, before there is a fresh commotion 
in their camp, and again we hear the cry enue 
a met, ciioytnt. This time it is the recent gov- 
ernment measures against the religious socie- 
ties that are to be defended, and as imitation 
is tho sincerest form of flattery, so it it pro- 
posed to get up an expulsion of priests from 
Japan, even if it be only on a very small scale. 

Yesterday morning's Courricr du Japon 
(August 22nd) containa a letter . from the 
Abbe Marin to tho French consul at Yoko- 
hama, iu which the Abbe, who has heard 
that he, by the Coiirrier and even by public 
opinion, has been accused of having, in a sermon 
preached by him in the Catholic church on the 
25th instant, entered upon politics and gross- 
ly insulted the French government, write* to 
inform the consul, and through him those who 
may have been misled by a false interpreta- 
tion of his words, that the accusation i* en- 
tirely unfounded. He admits having in his 
sermon treated of the recent measures against 
the religious orders, but he maintains that he 
has done so in general terms, animadverting 
on the Voltaireian spirit of the times, and on 
the persecutions to which the true followers 
of Christ always hare been aud always will be 
exposed. 

The Courrier accompanie* thi* letter with a 
leading article, in which it refuses to accept 
the Abbe's explanations, and declare* that 
nothing lea* will satisfy the community than a 
categorical recantation and apology, and it hat 
invited signatures to a potition, now lying at 
ilt office, of which the following it a transla- 
tion : — 

Yokohama, the 21tt Aug., 1880. 

The undersigned Mr. Consul, French citimaa, 
resident in Yokohama and Tokio, have the 
honour to represent to you that the language 
used by tho Abbe Marie io the sermon preach- 
ed by him last Sunday in the Catholic church, 
has everywhere provoked reproof. By otter- 
ing against the minister* who compose tbe 
government of the republic, infamous calum- 
nies, the Abbe Marin ha* made himself un- 
worthy of the protection granted to mis- 
sionaries ; ho hat committed » violation of the 
law that punishes any Frenchman who is guilty 
of inciting to hatred and contempt against the 
government, and hit guilt it aggravated by 
tbe fact that hi* accusations are of a character 
in the eyes of the foreigner* among whom vn 
live, to throw discredit and disrepute ou 
France and the men to whom the administra- 
tion of her affairs has been entrusted. 

It is not the business of the undersigned 
to demand a prosecution against the Abbe 
Marin ; that, Mr. Consul, belongs to your de- 
partment. But as wo are of opinion that the 
continuation of this priest as a clergyman in 
Yokohama is an insult to the Republic and a 
danger to the respect and consideration due 
to it* government, we ask you respectfully, 
Mr. Consul, to demand his removal. 

Iu the hope that you will comply with this 
request, wo have tho honour to be. 

Mr. Consul, 

Your most obedient servant*. 



Wrrn no desire to identify ourselves in any 
way with a controversy that ought never to 
have been raised in this place, we may express 
an opinion very generally held that the Abbs' 
Marin has not transgressed the bounds of pro- 
priety in alluding, as he did, to the action of 
France in the expulsion of the Jesuits. Govern- 
msntt are not above criticism, especially 
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the criticism of their own people. The 
E igiiih preM views the late measure, and 
the mode of its execution, with abprehen- 
•ioa. The Morning Post says " Lender* of re- 
publics, like tho rulers of empire*, may go too 
far, and aa good not unfrequently flow* from 
evil, we should not be surprised if the ex- 
palaion of the Jesuits mark* the commence- 
ment of a new opoch in France. We are now 
only at tho introductory stage of proceeding* 
whose ultimate issue* no one can foresee. 
Legal proceedings will forthwith be instituted 
by the Jesuit fathers to vindicate their out- 
raged rights, and iu the opinion of some of 
the ablest lawyers in France tho judgment of 
the tribunal* appealed to will be ad verso to 
the government." Another journal says:— 
" It is impossible for sny man who value* 
freedom, however unsympathetic he may be a* 
regards Roman Catholic doctrine and Roman 
Catholic pretension*, to read the atory of the 
expulsion of these unoffending priest* without 
a feeling of indignation." 

While public opinion, and even France i* not 
superior to its influence, is conflicting, wo know 
of no reason why every Frenchman should 
acquiesce in a decree which drives out of 
France a body of men whose learning alone is 
•ufBcicnl to inspire respect for the country 
in which they live. But France, the nation 
we regard, in conjunction with England, a* 
the onlf barrier for the protection of free- 
dom from the tyrannous encroachment* of the 
rest of Europe, while suppressing a religious 
congregation and Betting an example of in- 
tolerance worthy only of the dark ages, 
" should close the gates of tho country to 
another class which ha* given it proof, and 
terrible proof, of hatred and a tendency to 
destroy the »tate and society." Are we all to 
believe that the French republic prefers the 
society of the communists to that of the learn- 
ed member* of the famous order of Jesus, 
without protest or murmur ? Yet that is what 
the intolerance of the Courrier du Jajron 



Known*, as we do, the obligation* under 
which the japan Widely Mail rest*; that it* 
position U similar to that of the defunot Tolcio 
2VaMt, with the sole exception of the latter 
having been believed to be the suborned and 
subsidised organ of tho finance department ; 
knowing, we say, that the Japan Mail is under 
the control of the minister for foreign affair* and 
hi* American adviser who, directly or indirectly, 
initiate and direct ail it* leading articiea which 
have connection with Japanese affairs, we are 
not •surprised to read the leader of last Satur- 
day, beaded,." Mr. Bingham's critic*." If Mr. 
Bingham and Mr. Secretary Evarts were 
correct iu their view of the quarantine regu- 
lations, which this) government eo imperfectly 
attempted to carry out, all tho other for- 
eign ministers and their respective government* 
were at fault. As we do not happen to be 
either American citisena, or under the control 
of any official department or clique, we may be 
allowed to cast our vote with the majority of 
the governments having treaties with Japan. 

Our criticisms have been rend by the Japan 
Mad in a distorted sense. We did not mean 
to say, nor did we say, that it was "astounding 
folly " on the part of General Grant to reply to 
the Jnpano»e ministers that England would not 
go to war for a tariff, with a meaning that 
thero mi a possibility of England doing so, 
but we said and maintain that it was astound- 
ing folly, or, in other words, supremo silliness, 
to say so in the company in which he was at ths 
time, supposed to consist ol the intellectual 
of this country. So far a* Japan ia 



it ia almost a Urra incognita to England, as 

its intercourse commercially with that coun- 
try, although embracing two-thirds at least 
of its foreign trade, is loss than one two- 
hundredth part of English commerce. 

Of Mr. Bingham personally we have not 
the (lightest knowledge. We only judge 
him and General Grant by writing* in 
existence ; but *o long a* we And facts pervert- 
ed we shall have no hesitation in treating them 
in the samo way as we did Mr. Hennrssy's 
unfortunate and unfounded assertions made 
during his late visit to this country. 



Ir ia most encouraging to perceive the im- 
provement in English commerce, which is 
now assuming demension* it hss not at- 
tained for somo years. The Board of Trade 
returns for June, and the six month* ending 
with June, *how the following totals : — 

Torn lie roam 

June. Six Months. 

1880 Jf37.437.e93 £210,760,753 

1879 27.709,780 172.641.723 

t 9,068.913 f 38.119.030 
1 =348 I =220 '!. 

Exrorrj (home productions only.) 

June. Six Months. 

1880 .418,482.884 4107.033,736 

1879 14.583,640 88,826.498 

I„,.,-«e f 3."9.S*4 (J218.807.243 

IaCrt ** e { =-28.6 7„ 1 =212 7, 

If we were to follow the example of some 
theorists in Japan, we should sound a note of 
unmistakable alarm at the " balance of trade " 
shown by these figures, which, turned into 
more familiar coin, mean that in tho last half 
year there has been a drain of specie of 
615,635,085 dollars. If we had the actual 
returns before us it would be seen that no specie 
whatever has been taken out of England to 
meet this extraordinary demand. English invest- 
ments of late year* have accumulated, and are 
still accumulating, and the intereat ia paid in 
commodities. By the extent of the yearly 
payment* to England the wealth of the nation 
may bo estimated ; and should any of our 
Japanese friends ask how this wealth Was got 
together wo answer at once, — by Free Trade. 

Nothing in this paragraph is intended as 
a boost ; we merely refer to the trade of 
Great Britain as the beat demonstration of the 
soundness of the commercial principles upon 
which the groatest commerce in the world rest*. 



Japanese Jlems. 



August 18.— It i* said that the object of the 
Korean government in tending an ambassador 
to Japan is to negotiate with the government of 
this country for an alteration in the tariff and 
to request consent to put an embargo on 
the exportation of rice ; also, to aak that a 
further time elapse before the opening of the 
port of Niigawa to trade with Japanese.— 
At Fusan there are one thousand seven hun- 
dred Japanese. For the most part they are 
poor people and earn a living by carrying bags 
of rice on their shoulders. They are frequent- 
ly very dishonest and extort money by illegi- 
timate means from the Korean farmers. Thi* 
I i* *aid to be the reason why tho Korean govern- 
| ment wish to prohibit the exportation of rice. 
— In consequence of tho steady rise in the value 
of rice during the past sevsn or sight month* 
the number of poor people k daily increasing, 
to ami* these *< 



tons have distributed rice or money 
them through the medium of ward officer*. — 
A (hiioku named Hanano has become insane 
owing to the government having refused hie 
petition for the establishment of a national 
assembly. He now walk* about crying out 
" National Assembly 1 National Assembly I" 

August 10.— Hi. Msjeaty the Mikado will 
shortly visit the Toyama Gakko (military 
school) in order to witneas the ceremony of 
conferring certilcate* upon the graduates. — 
The deputy chief of police, Mr. Sawa, who, it 
will be remembered, went to Europe in com- 
pany with the chief of the Keishi Kioku, ia ex- 
pected to arrive here to-day.— With a view of 
facilitating the transport of merchandise, the 
governors of Ishikawa and 8higa kea have 
resolved to make a road along the sea coast 
from Takego to Shiga Port. The expense 
is estimated at yen 200,000. They applied 
to the home minister for a loan to carry on 
the work with, promisiug to refund it in ten 
yearly instalments. The application waa 
refused.— A timber merchant named Furuta 
ha* applied to the autho rities for permission 
to open a river steam line between Faksgawe, 
Tokio and Yokoeuka. Permission baring been 
granted he will shortly commence operation*. 
— At 6.30 a.m. yesterday, a corporal named 
Kohara, belonging to the aeoond regiment of 
tho Tokio Garrison, committed (uicide by hora- 
l-iri just opposite the bock gate of the palace. 
A memorial addressed to the minister of the 
imperial household department we* found on 
hi* person. No further particular* concerning 
thi* happy despatch are yet to hand.— The 
Toehigi Sfiinbun say* that a silver mine hoe 
been discovered along the road which ia now 
in course of construction in the hilly district 
of Akami-mura in Aao-gori Yaahu. This 
discovery of motallic deposit has, it ia 
said, greatly encouraged the projector* 
and labourer* employed in constructing the 
road. — It i* reported that the authorities 
will sell some portion* of the Senji woollen 
factory machinery or agricultural implement* 
to any person making application for the same. 
— H. M. the Mikado ha* made a donation of 
1,600 yen from his own puree toward relieving 
the distress of the people suffering from the 
recent dreadful conflagration* in Sanjo, Nligatn 
and Koahiwataki. This excellent example will 
probably be followed by other*. 

August 23.— Mr. T. Yoohida, first secretary 
to tho Japanese Legation at Washington, re- " 
turned to Japan by the City of Peking on 
Saturday last. — Mr. Sawa also returned from 
Europe by the aame steamer, and an escort of 
mounted police awaited hi* arrival at Shin- 
baahi. — Mr. Manning, of the Tokio fa hos- 
pital, waa yesterday presented with a cap a* 
a token of gratitude for the handsome dona- 
tion of that gentleman to the poor- 
bouse. — The editor of the Kioto Siehi 
Sithi Shinbun ha* been fined for publish- 
ing something in contravention to the law. — 
Four cases of cholera in Yokohama have 
occurred during the past two weeks ; and new* * 
ha* been received by telegram of a few persons 
having been attacked by the dreaded disease iu 
the provinces. — Petitioner* for a national assem- 
bly have now resorted to the expedient of send- 
ing their petitions by post to the Gen Bo In, 
all ondoavour* to present them personally 
having failed. — Rain i* Tory much noeded. 
iu the province of Yochizen, none having fallen 
for somo time. The scarcity of water in thi* 
and adjoining province* hsa c^uaerl aany riota. 
The drought ia *o great that three riven am 
dried up, and can be croaaad any 
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where without difficulty. — On the morning of 
the 6th instant the inhabitant* of a Tillage in 
the province of Ashiwa were considerably 
astonished to witness a fall of snow, and a 
great number of people went 'many milee 
to witness the strange occurence. — Law cuits 
are aa tedious and expenaiTe in Japan an 
tiaewhere. In 1876 a person in Shiga kan 
sued another respecting the owuerahip of tome 
ground, and gained hie ease. The defendant 
appealed to the Superior court, but hie appeal 
waa thrown out. He carried hie case to the 
Dai Shin In, and that trihunal haa settled 
it by dividing the land between the litigant*. 
The coat of the proceedings in the various 
courts amounted to six thousand and five 
hundred yeu. — A. special commission sat on 
the 10th instant to lake into consideration the 
buaintfits of the Korean ambassador. After a 
day of fruitless discussion the commission ad- 
journed, and his excellency (he Prime Minis, 
ter reported personally to His Majesty the 
Mikado the result of the day's conference. — 
It is proposed to enlarge the exhibition build- 
ing in Tokio to twice its present dimensions. 

24th Aug. — It is currently reported that 
the government intend to issue orders for the 
reception of petition*. The German law on 
proaentation of petitions to the authorities i* to 
be tranalated into Japanese. — His Excellency 
MaUuda, governor of Tokio, ha* been appoint, 
ed agent of the second industrial exhibition, 
at same time retaining his former post. — 
Official regulation* for every departmont are 
being reformed. — A crystal-bed ha* been dis- 
covered in Koriyama, a am all district between 
Kioto-fu and Hiogo-ken, and application ha* 
been made to the authorities for permission to 
work it. — Chinese merchants bought 10,000 
yen in Tempo for shipment to Chins. — Official 
conference* have been held on the 20th inatant, 
of all the civil officials assembled at the private 
house of Oki, the privy counsellor, aud (be 
military officer* at that of General Euroda. 
The object of the conference was perhaps to 
decide upon the proposals of the Korean 
envoy or some difficult measure in finance — 
30,000 poor workmen in Osaka are now re- 
priced no*. "iT U b *Uto?1hTmeals >D of l thM 
men are only the refuse left in making tflfu, 
or preparations from washings of rice and 
of all, there are few 
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C*" We are not responsible for the opinion 
by 



in the 
cultivation 
50,000 pounds 
120 cho 



of sugar are obtained from 
of land—The workshops at Shinbashi station, 
Tokio, will ho enlarged in order that every 
machine required to coustruct the new rail- 
road to Takaaaki may be made there. — The 
shipbuilding company of Tokio has received 
the license of the government to commence 
operation*. The capital of the company is 
160,000 yen. — Poor people of Tokio are now 
.on the verge of starvation owing to the price of 
rice. They are eating the remains of the 
soldiers' food which ha* heretofore been given 
to the pig*. 



We learn that Sergeant Qnincey has been 
transformed by His Exoellency the Governor 
into an Imapector, and that considerable 
dissatisfaction prevails among the member* 
of the Police Fonn at the appointment, more 
particularly since be has, though nominally a 
sergeant, acted as an attendant at Govern- 1 
ment Honae. — H. K. Dailu Frets, ' 



THE ABBU MABLVS SERMON. 



To the editor of the Japan QazetU. 

Sri : — At one time, I had tho intention of 
animadverting upon the brutal and perverted, 
accounts of the Abb<S Marin's sermon, given in 
the Oourrier du Japon, but I hesitated, because, 
though I shall think what I please about the 
deplorable confiscations and ejectments in the 
Franco of our day, I did not wish to meddle in 
the affairs of a nation to which I do not belong. 

I am, however, glad to see that you, Sir, whose 
liberalism cannot be doubted, have utterod a 
remonstrance against tho abominable in- 
tolerance of tho irrcconcilenblc reds, -who ore 
not true republicans, because they bate liberty, 
and would ferociously suppress all freodom of 
thought or speech that is not of tho Maratian 
pattern. These men are communists, but are 
not republicans. I learnt my republicanism 
from Joseph Mazzini and Daniel Mauin and 
Aurclio Saffi, and have a right to say 
that the true republic is not in Belleville. 
The ideal pseudo - ropublican perfectneaa of 
the red* is, that one-fourth, or, as some say, 
one-sixth, of the noisiest and least worthy 
sections of tho French people, shall have 
the right to impose on the three-fourth* 
or five-sixths of tho nation, the principles of the 
uuaaintly Monsieur Blanqui. Tho nation is 
not to be left to consolidate in peace, because, 
lo think that the people of France will for 
long bear with the intolerable odiousuess 
of its shrieking atheists of the Bradlough 
and Bskounine type, must be an absurd 
supposition. I wish well to France, and 
sm pained to see that, what in the main is the 
noblest and foremost nation of Europe, should 
have no rest from tho suffering inflicted by 
bad sons. We all hoped that the republic 
under Monsieur Grevy would be a model of 
reasonableness, but the hateful spirit of intolo- 
ration is too deeply implanted, no true spirit 
of conciliation exists, and the reds are tho most 
relentless of all. One is brought to think that 
th* only true way of dealing with the un- 
tameablo wild beast* of Belloville i*— chain* or 
grape shot. 

I heard the sermon of the Abbs' Marin. It 
wo* a cry of pain and not of defiance. He 
deprecated the persecuting spirit of the lost 
days, and mildly aaked for the sympathy of a 
Catholic congregation for the Jesuit com- 
munities, now spoiled and exiled, because they, 
under a model republic profv**iug liberty and 
equality with great profuaion of assertion, 
ventured to hold opiuions. The republic of 
tho Courrur du Japon is a «ham thing, be- 
cause it is cruel, rapacious, and odiously in- 
tolerant. It knows not freedom. It is high 
lime for a freoman to speak out, ns France, 
that should be the hope of Europe, is drifting 
away from her proper direction. After the 
present abominable aberrations thero will again 
como military despotism. 

I do not personally know the Abbd Marin, but 
if ho wants a witness I am ready to testify that 
hi* sermon wsa couched in an amiable and long 
suffering spirit. I can testify that if it had 
been delivered from an English pulpit, the 
general comment that would have been made, 
must have been to th* effect that the deli- 



vcranee wae toe mild. But then, as you know, 
French communists hate liberty, and detest 
religion. And any endeavour to conciliate the 
red is waste of time. 



of 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

LIBEBTAS. 
Yokohama, August 26th, 1880. 



To the editor of the Japan OatetU. 
Dear 8ia : — Since my letter in your paper 
of July 3lat, I have been reading in Chamber? 
Journal, Juno 2nd, 1879, a short article on 
the above subject, in which are the following 
word* : — 

" National Water-Supply is a great question ; 
and when the crown prince recommend* it 
to tho consideration of the prime minister 
with a view to a royal commission thereupon, 
we may assume that it will be attended to." 

If this is a subject worthy of and requiring 
the attention of the rulers of Great Britain, 
after all these years of advancement and civi- 
lization, how much more does it call for the 
attention of the ruler* of this country, where 
tho antiquated system of agriculture so poisons 
all water springs, well* and water courses. 

Tho drinking water of Japan is not only a 
facile means of conveyance of many sorts and 
grades of diseases, from cholera and typhus 
fever downwards, through all the leaser' ill* 
that flesh is heir to,' but there is still another 
evidence of its exceptional impurity, which 
also calls loudly for reformations in the present 
ode* of fertilizing the field*. 
There are probably no people in the world 
who are so generally and seriously afflicted 
with all kinds of intestinal parasite* a* are 
tho peoplo of this country. And not only 
are the human inhabitants of the country 
thus afflicted, but domestic animal* are in 
like manner infested with many of the same 
kind* of internal parasites, and when we 
see how the pre»ent mode of fertilizing the 
field*, and the contamination of well* about tho 
houses of town and country, causes the surface 
land to be overspread and infiltrated with one 

gatiou of parasitic animals and diseases, we 
can only wonder that the people are able to 



comfort as still exist*. 

If we examine some of the collections of 
intestinal parasiies in the doctor*' shop*, we 
shall find some hundreds of frightful shape* 
not to be surpassed in disgusting ugliness by 
the hideous monsters of the deep ; and when we 
discover that the germs of all these foul thing* 
are scattered everywhere in the fields and 
streams and fountain* of water, we may weU 
pause and think if it is not better for ua to 
follow the example of many native* and drink 
only tea or hot water t In my former letter 
as well as in this I hsve endoavoured to indi- 
cate the great importance of some reform that 
•hall remove the mas* of artificial pollution 
from the water supply of the country, as well 
as better economy in the manufacture and use 
of artificial fertilizer*, but there is another 
source from which great wealth may be gather- 
ed which I have not yet touched upon, but which 
I find noticed in another number of Chamber? 
Journal, (April 1st, 1879) which refers to the 
great wealth of fertilizing matter for tbe fields 
to be found in the sediment deposited by all 
water oounw. 
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And this it it great source from which all the 
lands of the country may draw an ulmoat in- 
exhaustible supply of manure, which will re- 
main and atill bo available alter the present 
vary objectionable system of agricultural ferti- 
lization of this country shall hove been entirely 
renovated and changed for something more in 
accordance with the laws of true aanstory civi- 
lization. The Soci^t6 do Geographic of Paris, 
has discovered that tho regulation of wutor 
courses is a subject of greut importance, 
and the discussion of it has moved tho 
French minister of the interior to appoint a 
commission for the regulation of river", and 
to show the importance of the subject it is 
stated that the river Durance alono carries 
down to the sea, each year, fertilizing matters 
equal in value to that of all the arti6cial ma- 
nures annually imported into France, and that 
by the continuation of this process for fifty 
years, the slime aud ooze thus carried into tho 
sea will equal the arable lands of an onlifo 
department ! 

The people oi this country have hitherto 
made a very bad use of the " slime and oozo '' 
deposited at the bottom of their ponds, lnkcs 
and rivers, putting it upon tho rooTs and wnlls 
of their houses, thus adding to all the other 
causes of foul air and mouldineas of their 
habitations, and surrounding themselves with 
sickness and death, iu a country whose natural 
atmosphere it at pure m any God has given 
to any land. 

When we too then how the wealth and 
health of this nation are year by year lost and 
destroyed for want of knowledge and care, is 
it not time for some effort to be made to rouse 
its rulers and its people to a souse of their 
present loss, and to point out to them the 
ready remedy? 

In my former letter I hinted at the means 
of reform required in the manufacture and use 
of fertilizers and the care that should bo taken 
to secure the purity of wells and springs of 
water, as well as the way of increasing the 
quantity of fertilizing agents for the fields. 
Bat in addition to the sources from which 
I then proposed to draw these additional sup- 
plies, the suggestion derived from tho Socidte 
dc Geographic adds another vust source oi 
wealth and fertilization to those already point- 
ed out, ail of which are ready and only waiting 
to be utilized, thus showing the feaaibility of a 
reform in the present system of Japanese 
agriculture, much more than supplying any 
lost which the much needed changes might 
cause. This additional source of supply of 
fertilizers is to be found, ss above hinted, 
in the sediment of all lakes, rivers and ponds, 
From lakes and ponds, it has only to bo 
dredged up and prepared for use, but to prevent 
the rivers from carrying their sediment into 
the sea where it is spoiled by the salt or irre- 
coverably lost, some artificial erraugemont of 
side pools, basins, or canals is required, iu 
which the water mav be sufficiently at rest, 
for a time, to allow of the subsidence of its 
store of particles of orgnnic matter together 
much of whut muy also tie held in solution, 
with which the rapid flow of the direct 
stream now carries into the sea. Iu place 
of gathering the sediment from the bottom 
of the pools and basins the upland streams 
might bo caused to spread their richness over the 
land by direct irrigation, as is now indeed done 
iu all tlw rice fields of the country, aud might 
olteo bo done with whout and barley and other 
upland crops. But tho larger rivers generally 
lie too low to allow their waters to be readily 
Mattered over the land, and the flood would be 



and then be dredged up aud, after due prepa- 
ration, applied to the fields. 

As an example of the great wealth to be do- 
rived from thia source, I have but to point to 
tho great grain fields of Egypt made so fertile 
by the yesrly deposits of tho overflowing 
waters of the Nile, needing no additional appli- 
cation of fertilisers to enable them to produce 
the finest crops of any part of tho world. 

Hoping then, that these twin subjects of 
purifying the sir and water, and simul- 
taneously increasing the agricultural wealth 
of these beautiful and populous islands, 
msy attract the early attention of the rulers 
and the people of this empire, I have ven- 
tured again to ask a small space in your 
columns which I know are read by many of 
tho officers of tho government and influential 
men and scholars of the country. 

Still hoping for good to the country 
in which I live, 
Yours sincerely, 



tuoh third parties that this authority had 
been cancelled, withdrawn or revokod. Here 
it appears to mo clear that tho defendant 
Bourne so far from having any aaoh know- 
lodge when he handed tho proceeds of the 
auction over to Mr. Kirkwood had reason to 
think that Mr. Litchfield was duly authoriz- 
ed to countersign on hiss, Lewis's, behalf Mr. 
Kirkwood's letter, and I am therefor* of 
opinion, that tho 
diamUsod. 



A QUERY. 



I have then onl 
q neat ion of counter 

a claim pi 



To the Editor of the Japan Oautie. 

Drab Rib : — In his issue of Saturday night, 
the editor of tho Herald, in one of those eccen- 
tric flights of imagination which occasionally 
shoot athwart the usually dull and leaden hue 
of his journal, hits on the original if not hril- 
liant metaphor of " a skeleton without a soul.'* 
It would interest many who. like myself, tske 
an interest in biology and kindred studies, to 
know when and where the editor of tho Htrnld, 
in his wanderings to and from upon the face 
of the earth, ever saw a skeleton possessed of a 
soul, or a soul which hud taken possession of a 
skeleton? 

Respectfully yours, 

QUfESTIO. 

1880. 



to oonei der farther the 

aim, which it in reality 
i by an auctioneer against 

his principal, that ia to say, against the person 
who originally instructed hira to toll tho 
goods in question. It is true that Mr. 
Bourne allege* that by reason of the goods 
having boon distrained upon at the inttanco 
of tho ground landlord, and tho other special 
feature* of the oaae, Mr. Lewis had o nosed to 
bo his principal, but this contention it not 
borne out, and i*, in fact, practically refuted 
by the terms of Mr. Kirkwood'a letter coun- 
tersigned by Mr. Litchfield. In that latter 
Mr. Kirkwood says : — " I only consent to 
the sale aa advertised by yon taking place 
to-day," See., upon ccrtem terms. It it 
therefore clear to my mind that the *al* 
proceeded under original instruction* of 
Lewis, with the consent of tho diatraining 
landlord, and aa I know of no right in an 
auctioneer to soe hit principal for the price 
of his goods sold by his ardor and bought in 
by him I am of opinion that the counter- 
claim is not mado out. 

There will therefore be judgment for tb* 
defendant in tho original claim and counter- 
claim respectively with oosta iu each ca&e. 



Before Mabtw Dohmen, Esq., 
Judg*. 

IWay, Anyntt 24th, 1880. 
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Is H. B. M.'t Cocbt roB Jamj*. 

Before R. T. Rinnie, Esq., Judge. 
Tutedoy, Augutl 24<A, 1880. 
Evas Lewis r«. W*. 
Judgment. 

After a full consideration of this case I 
entertain no doubt that tho plaintiff Lewis is 
bound as against tho defendant Bourne by 
the oountersignntnre of Mr. Litchfield to Mr. 
Kirkwood's letter of tho 12th July. 

It is quite clear on the evidence that the 
plaintiff Lewis not only took tho advice of 
Mr. Litchfield as he himself admits, 1>ut that 
ho took Mr. Litchfield with him to his pro- 
misee and gave the officer executing the 
distress warrant to understand that he, Lewis, 
had placed himself in Mr. Litchfield's bands 
and would act in this matter as he should be 
advised by him. Under theBO circumstances 
oven if Mr. Litchfield had exceeded his an- 

r I think 
r 



to hie counsel, th„ 

too great, and so the greater portion of this bound by Mr. Litchfield* action unless and 



thority (which I am far from aayii 
ho did) or tho plaintiff had withdraw 
revoked tho authority, which he had given 
third parties roaaon to think bo had confided 
pit i nt iff would still be 



source of wealth 



to subside I until it 



brought to the 



Jcooiiiirr. 

This action ia founded on two facts, 
namely : — 1st, the omiasioo by the defendant 
to go through tho formality of banding over 
to the plaintiff the key* of the house altar 
ho had quitted the pre miaea, —nod, 2nd, the 
removal by the defendant of a conservatory 
which be had erected at bi* own expense, 
but which the plaintiff allege* to have been 
a fixture to the bouse. 

With regard to the claim for one month's 
additional rent, the evidence showa that the 
tenancy was terminated by a regular notice 
to quit, and that the defendant did quit 
possession and removo his furniture aud 
effects nt the expiration of the lease. 

1 therefore bold that the mere accidental 
detention or nou delivery of tbe key* for 
two days by the defendant doe* not amount 
to any evidence of use and occupation to a* 
to make him liable for another month. The 
plea put forward by the plaintiff, that ho 
was provoutcd from lotting the house during 
those two days in consequence of his i 
having possession of the keys, is alt 
inadmissible, inasmuch as the keya 
left in the house, to which ho had 
through tho front door, which was loft open 
by the dofvndant on tho day of his removal. 

Aa regards the conservatory. I am clearly 
of opinion that a detaclied wooden shed or 
structure with a glass-roof, and resting on 
poles and looso corner-stonos, such as tho 
one described in tho evidence, ia not a f 
within tho 




: tho statute, aud that 
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hao" the right, in the 
of my agreement to tbe contrary, to 



remore the same from the premises. It is 
true the letter of the defendant of 15th July, 
1879, to the plaintiff ears :— *' It is also 
agreed, that yon will at onoe erect an extra 
bath-room, and I on my part will pnt np a 
conserTatory." Bnt this stipolation in my 
opinion has not necessarily any further mean- 
ing than that tho defendant agreed to relieve 
the plaintiff from tho burden of eroding tbo 
conservatory himself. 

is entered for the 



(Signed) Marti* Dorkek, 
Acting Assistant Judge. 



Shippinj. 



ARRIVALS. 

Aog. 19, Jap. atr. Uimhima-ltarii, ITsswcll. 1,870, 

from Shanghai and port), Maila and General, to 
B. M. 8. & Co. 
Aag. to, Jap. str. Mmji-Uant, Peters, 1,010, from 

Hakodate, to Lighthouse Dspartmeat, 
Aw. II, An. atr. CUy of Pefcva,. Berry, 6,079, f r. m 

San rr.nc.aoo. Slat July, Mails end General, to 

P. If. 8. 8. Co. 
Aug. n, Brit. barq. Rest Olm, Thomson, 760. 

fekao, 18.200 picul. Sugar, to Uhfness. 
Aug. «3, Jap. atr. Walcmom-ifani, Ctristsnser,, 

1,900, from Kobe, Maila and General, to M. U. M. 

8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 99, Brit. atr. Canton, Jaques, 1,060, from Kobe, 

General, to Strachan !c Co. 
Aag. 24, Free, atr. Tavaii, De la Maroaile, 1,73*. 

from Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 
Ang. 87. Jsp. atr. Jefcio-Mora, Swain, 9,119, from 

SaanRhai and porta, Maila and General, to M. B. 

M.S. a. Co. 

Aug. 28, Jap. Mr. aVtonojr-J/aru, Ditblefseo, 1,181. 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. M. 
8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 90, Brit. atr. fl$lfit, Darisoa, 2,127, from Ilong- 
koag, Maila aud General, to O. A O. 8. S. Co. 

Aos. 90, Jap. atr. XOjata-Slaru, Walker, 1,603, from 
Hongkong vie Kobe, Maila and General, to M. B. 

M.S. 8. Co. 

Aog. 90, Brit. atr. ASeoaaeia, Wildgoose, 1.400, from 

Loo<<oo, ria Shanghai, General, to Mourilyan, 

Hoiraean A Co. 
Aag. 90, U. S. corvette Svmtora, Comd. Sampson, 

1.900 tons, B.gona, 200 men, from Hakodate. 
Aag. 90, Am. gunboat Alert. Capt. Huntington, 

4-guue, 600 H P., from Yokoeuka. 
Aog. 80, H. M. a gun-boat Fly. Comd. St. Clair, 

164 tona. 4-gnna, from Kobo. 
SepL 1, Jap. atr. Srww Moru, Frank, 626, from 

Hakodate, 29th Aug.. General, to M. B. M 8. S Co 
Sept 1, Jap. atr. Wafciaotiru.Varu. Cbri»t».»en, 

1.800, from Kobe, Maila aad General, to M. B. M. 

8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 9, Jap. atr. Tatosayo-J/aru, Young, 1,130, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails aud General, tu M. B. 
H. 8. 8. Co. 

DEPARTURES. 

;. 20, Frob. atr. Mentals*, Horaory, 1,273, for 
ongkong. Mails and Geuoral. despatched by 



Aug. tO, Brit. bara. Op&tlva, Kfford, 1,181, for Cebu, 

General, despatched by Frsxar A Co. 
Aag. 91, Am. str. City «/ Totto, Maury. 5,050, fur 

San rreoowco, Maila anil General, despa-ched by 

r. M. 6. 8, Co. 
Aag. SI, Jap. atr. Sumida-Xar^. Hubecol, 89-.I, for 

Bongkoog ria Kobo, Mails and Goocral. despatch- 

ed by M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Aug. 28, Brit. barq. ScotfssA Fairy, Tooeoe, 750, for 

Kobe, General, despatched hv Malcolm A Co. 
Ang. S3, Jap. atr. Sho.rw-.Varu, Kilgour. hvO, for 

Hakodate, Mails and Geuer.il, despatched by II. 

B M, 8. S. Co. 
Aag. 19, Jap. atr. HworMnia-lfaru, Hsswcll, 1 ,870, 

for 8baaejbal and porta, Maila and General, des- 
patebed by M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Ang. 24, Am. atr. City of Peking, Berry, 5, r '79, fur 

Bongkoog, Maila aud General, despatched by !'. 

M . Co. 

Aag. 94, Jsp. baro. AvnjuXima-llar*, Cralghtoo, 
8*4, for Nagaaaki, H s lla at, despatched by M. 3. 

¥. 8. 8. Co. . ' 



Ang. 14, Jap. atr. Wahmomra- Vara, 

1,300. for Kobe. Maila 

by M. B. M. 8. 8. Co 
Aug. 25, German corvette 

for tho South. 
Ann. 26, Am. barq. Obvi floxfsr, Baxter, 750, from 

Kobe, General, to C. it J. Trading Co 
Aug. 96, Jap. atr. Tien/ye-A/are, S'oadman, 681. 

from Kobe, Mails end (leoeral, to M. II. M. 8. 8. 

Co. 

Aug. 26, Brit. str. Mailed, Sentnn, 1,709, f„r Hong, 
kong. Mails and General. de.pntched bv P. A O. 

Ang. !i7. Gar. harq. fllact Diamond, Veal, 6*3, fur 

Nagasaki, llallaat. despatched by 1'. Bohni. 
Auji- 27, lirit. barq. Laryt. JSr.,wn, 7 VI, for Kobe, 



1,050, for New 
M. ^trechan A 



Gc end. despatched by A. 
An*. .7. Hril. str. Ccinloa, J« (1 ue«, 
York, Go.ne.al, dospatchod by W. 

(Jo. 

Anit. 28, Brit. sir. Jyamcmnr.n, Wilding. 1.410, for 
New York via K< be i.ud China |K.rtn, Genoral, 
despatched by flutterfteld 4 Swire 



Per Jnp. atr. T«Ko Mora, from Shanghai aod 
porta: — Mr. and Mrs. Broke, Dr. English. Surgeon. 
Major Wilson, Messrs. A. Oaetmaan. Rlpee 
ItayfuM. and 15 Japanaaoin cabin ; and 9 Ka 
1 Chinese, and 250 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit, str. A?ttmtmntm, for Kobe: — Mr. K. C. 
Klrhy and 79 Jarwnnae in stperage. 

Per Jap. atr K'nkrnioys-Jfanf from Hakodate : — 
Misa Starkweather, Mia. Clixle. ttisa Gooldy, Uapt. 
Hay, Dr. shiubo, Mesaie, Dunbar, Hum, Kiocb. 
ud 14 Japnucae in cabin; ui.l I Xi Japanese aud 
" Chionso in atooraite. 

Por Brit. str. Htljie fr m Hongk'.na :— Mr. B. D. 
Pair* aod Mr. Q. De Castrn in csbto. For Han 
Fnmoiaco: Mrs KurUm and Mr. W. II. IxiaUsy in 
cabin i 7 Karopi;nns nnil 9H Cbiunso in steerntia. 

Tcr jup. str. .Vii.iifa- Vunt fiu:n Hon^kon^ 
Knbo:— Mr. P. S. Sy'mes. Dr. Himr, Dr. l!iildl.>, C. 
,; .N , Mr. V. Hauaa > nurt '•• Japanese in cabin; I 
Burnpean and ISii .I:ipnoBS» in steerage 

Per Jap. str. S«rio-Wor», from Hakodate :-50 
Japaneao in steerage. 

I'or Jap. str. irakan:'UAt-Miiru from Kobo: — 20 



Auk. 28, Brit. barq. Kaitw, UauUl, 7H3, fi>r fan : Jupaniwe in *t«crii;o 

Francisci', Ton. d<i<palrhr,l hy 0. A O. S. S. Co per British orTotto Comtu for Kobe Goocral 

Auk. 28. Am. ship MnfcAtrjj, Dawes, l,l"J8, for Kobe, 1 and Mrs. Donorim and Mr. Gleunie. 

General, dwpntched by C. lllnn J. Cn. Per ,lnp str. Totio-Mara fur Shanghai nud poi U : 

Aui{. 30, Jap. str. T»Mrtt ? o..!/ar.i, CliMithnm. Rf.lJ— Col. and Mrs. Unterbcrgcr. Miss Winn, Mrs. 
fur Hakodate, Mails and Geueral, dmputchud by : Lem and infant. Misa 8tnrkweHtber, Miaa Gooldy, 
M. II M. S. S. Co. ; Mrs Winn and xwoohildrcm. Dr. ltosmra. Mora. j. 

Aug. 30, Jap. str. Toyojuima-Maru, UnhbaH, 946, . J. Keswiok, Witte, Kan, M in hut is, 
for Kube, Maibi and Gvneml, despatched by M. Dresser and 1 1 Japaneae in cabin. 



B. M. S. S. Co. 
Sept. I, Brit, barq Forward Bo. Wade, 943, for Kobe, 

Gmteral, despatched by Malcolm A Co 
Popt. 1, Jap. str. Taiio-Maru, Swain, 2.119, for 

Shanghai and pod". Mulls and General, dt-snatch- 

ed hy XI. B. M. 8. S. Co. 
Sept. 1, British oorrrttr. Com us, Capt J. W. East. 

14-guns, 230 II. R, fur Cuofoo rut Nsignaaki. 
Sept. 1. Jap. str K'jkinoye.Mant, Dilhlofson, 1,133, 

for HakodMe, Mails and General, desputcbod by 

M. B. M. S. S. Co. 
8ept 2, Am. pan-bont Alsrt, Cftpt Iluntington 

4-gnna, 900 H.P., " 



PASSENGERS. 

Per Jsp. air. Hirofhima-Marn from Shanghai sod 
porta : — General Oyama, J. J. Qninn. Capt, Crightoo 
and 20 Japaneae in cabin ; and 3 Europcaua. 6 
Chinese and 162 Japanese iu steerage. For San 
Fiaacisco r Mra. K. Burnett in cabin. 

Pur Prch. str. MsaaalaA for Hongkong : — Mr. and 
Mrs. llatterman and child and Mr. Angot in oabro. 

Per An>. str. City of Ptking from San I 'raocuoo : — 
Marqnis de Canolle, Bsroo Martin do Nord. Ymnmte 
Galard aod servant. Dr. and Mrs. H. W. Boons and 
son, Mrs. E. Finsey, Mr. and Mrs. E. Q. Low, 
Mr. and Mra. Fred. Krebs, Col and Mrs. Punter. 
Mrs. ft Milton, Mrs. C. B. Wheeler, Dr. J 



• Jap. str. 
i-Kerd P. 



B Power, 



rows, and 10 



I i&t in 



in cabin ; 



8hangha ; aad 
Mr. T. 

1 1 



REPORTS. 

reports:— Loft 
Yokohama 3rd July, 00 a liyht-hoaso inspection 
cruise and also to surrey tbo Tsagara Straits fur 
new telegraph cable. Exporienocd foggy weather 
from Kinkaxan up, and arrived at HakodaU July 
13rh. Started on following day for IWkew. 
and arrived there 16th. and returned to Hako- 
date 16th. detained by fog from day to day and 
finally fluinhed surveying tho Straits oa July 3 1st | 
and on Monday, 2nd Aug., alerted for Cape Noshiaf 
and again enconuterod dense fug off Capo Uaa which 
continued from day to day until tbe Vttt, When 
being short of provisions aad water had to re- 
train to Hakodate, arriving there the folloaring 
day. I^nft Hakodate on 14th iuetatlt, for C«|<« 
Noahiaf and arrived there on tbe 15th inst., Islt 
Kosbiaf on 17th inst. at 10 a.m. and arrived at 
Yokohama 80th at Boon, fine weather throughout 
from Noahiaf to Yokohama. 

The American at'amar City of Viking reports : — 
Sailed from San Irunuisco July 81st. Arrived at 
Vokohama August 21st at 2 am. Have bad good 



hsrjicr. Mrs. BL Milton, Mrs. C K Wheelsr, Dr. J. lokohama August 21st at 2 am. Have had good 
H. Hawke, u.aK.. Messrs. A. Hslters, T. Bawa, 1. 1 weather. 
Hayashi. M. Ontda, K Tanaka, R. O. Knmatono, I The French steamer Tanait reporta —Left Hene> 
K. FujiL J. YoshirU. Y. HasoKawa, K. Hatoyama, kong lfltb inst. at 7 p m. Kxperienoed strong srlad 
Y. Tei. J. W. Bell, P. 8. Huicbkin, irs.a., and Prof, with high ana and unsettled wealhe 
H. M. Paul in cabin. For llougkoog : Mr. H. A. Arrived at 2 p.m. 24th inst. 
Jerome in cabin ; and 3 Europeans and 2:6 Chinese The Japanese steamer To 
in steerage. | Kobe on tbe 24th inrt at 6 p,m, 



Por Am. str. A'<y of Tokio Tor San Francisco : — 
Mrs, Parneti, Mrs Rodstz, Mesers. Ed. Itoningrr, 
and Jean Etchibarme iu cabin. For Liverpool ; Mr. 
Win. Bees i» cabin For New York : Kev. J, 11. 
Qoimby and wife, Rev. 0. M. Green. Kev. W. She- 
shadri, Lieut G. U. Clav, u.a.w.^Miss Gabn, Messrs 
W. S. Qruvse, Arai, 
F W. Barratt in c.ibin 



fine weather, same eight wind aod sea increasing 
with a heavy sea running and heavy rain. tShip 
labouring and straining heavily at 2 a.m. on the 
25th inst. Wore ship aud ran back to the N. West- 
ward, heavy sea running at tbs time, ship rolling 
heavily. At 7 a.ra. cast anohor in Oaaki bay. Rode 
r. B. Tori, Chester Glass, j the gale oat lying at anchor. Lowest bVr. 28.48 
and 170 Chineso in stcerago. j during the gale the wi d blew from S.K. to East 
Per Jap. str. SumiiU-Varv f r Hongkong via and North and Weal and S.W. LoO, Oaaki Bay 
Kobe :— Messrs. T. Walsh, 0. Bachrach and 6 Ja- \ at 3 a.m., outside bad heavy S.W. swell as far 
panose in cabin. | aa Oslma, after passing Osima, passed through s 

Per Jap. str. Wakanoans-Jfora from Kobe :—, great deal of timber and drift wood. Li.-ht Soetaer- 
Me>srs. Smith and Topping in csbiu. ly wind and fin* weather. 1'aseed an Engliah b > 

Per Brit. str. Canton from Kobo : — Vr. and Mrs. ' off Cape Sima, wished to bo reported A N V J, 
Mr-r«.c^Dr. .Me*tira K. C. Kirby uud O rtciniurs in , in^ to tho W*.ntwurd. Fi-osh S.W. brw-xe smd floe 
cnlnn ; and 100 Japane>e in sUeraga. wcuther. Aniv«l a4 VoLohuma at 5.30 a.m. 27lh 

Per Jap. str. tfitojniitiO..V/aru for Sliannhai and in»t«nt. 
ports t— Mr. and 
McGregor. Mr. ai 



Mi 



Tbo Japnnnse steamer Xobvaeyr-Varu reports : — 
25th p.m passeil company's i-teamers ^ Ho.rvj.Maru 
and .SririM.Afii.ii both bound Xcirth ; first part of 
l>a«so«o chIiii and rlrar wrather. When 20 n.i.pn to 
the Northw'.id of Kinknsaa set lu stronij gnlu from 
ES.K. veerel round to the Sonthw.vr-1 and West- 
ward, with very high son snd henry rain. Barometer 
Weut in to Agi No Uuma Harbour, from 
to Yokohama modnruto Somberly 
l'nr l'Ych. str. r.maii from llon^Vonj —Mr. and j with or. rciuit and raiu at liinua. 
Mr*. Havens, Mesw-s- Beltrnnd, Adcr Ali and I Tbe British stBsm^r Pt'gir reports: — Sa'led 
Jol o Pitman in cabin. Hongkong on Anirust 24th. Experienced fine we* 

Per Brit. str. Malacca tor Hongkong : — Mr. John cr throughout the voyage. Arrived at this p 
D. Uustance and Mrs. Farsari and inXan iu cabio j I ( Vokohama) A 



Mrs. K. G. Low, Mr. and 
id Mrs. Itoune and son, Mrs. S 
Miitoo. Miss Robinson. Messrs llotchkios, J- A 
Hawk.?. P. S. Svmr.s, I'yi, Hamilton. II. X. Brant 
we I. Lnwront, S W. Lanr, Dr. Harris and 12 Jhps 
:.n>e in cab-'n. 

Per Am. str. Cih/ of Fchinp for Hongkong : — Hon. 
Mr. aud Mrs. Pluukett, child aod servant, and Mr. 1 2«- 4 ». 
W. it. Mossop in cabin. I tii«nce 



6 Cbiucee to itwroge 
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OO^T^CEI^CI^IL. CIRCULAR. 



Showing Dnties pajable, Priwn realised, Quotation*, and Estimated Sales of Gooda in Yokohama, for the period of 13 days from 

19th August, 1880. to the 31it August. 1880, 



I "ML IP O J3j T S 



currency mmmna 

Tea and ailk havi 



at 118 to 129, bat bo transactions can be completed as no quantity of spacio can be obtained in 

been more inquired for, and as a conaequenoe there h&a been a corresponding movemont in imports* 



reach 1,994 bales strain at 5,007 (or the preeeding period i making a total of 40.763 bales (or the year to date 
i l.Sul bales : Doublod. &c. j OMti bales ; and Indian ; 8,248 bales. Dealers are offering slightly 



The nominal quotation (or 

exchange (or government kinsatsu. 
COTI-oV-Tab*. Sales re L 

1; 24 289 bales j W-32 9.800 baleB j 38-13 
' price*, consequent upon news (rom home of advancing rates there. Our SanaTuro. Si lbs. larger business ; 9 lbs. A lair 
i at former ratee. Vilvsts. Demand small : Tvairr Rids and Vjctobia Lawn quiet. 

w OOLLEN8 — The small inqury (or Blanks-™ notod in our last has fallen o« ; all other woollens dull, 
but prices are without change, 
r ; brown shown an advance o( &l>out 20 cents per picul all round. 
















COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American. 40 yds. SO in. 14 lbs. ... 
i, assorted, 24 „ 30 , 

i (ootton) 

, Grey, 38i yds. 39 in. 7 lbs. ... 
38J ,. 39 „ 81 ., ... 
3NJ „ 46 „ U „ ... 
T. Cloth, 82 in. 6 lbs 

Turkey Rods, 24 yds. 30 in. 2 ibs. 

24 „ 30 „ 21 .. 

,. ,. 24 .. 30 ., 2* ., 

24 „ 30 „ — & 3 lbs. 

Velvets (black) 35 „ 22 

Victoria Lawns, 12 „ 42 , 

Cotton1t*lUns, 85 „ 22 

12 »» 43 t » ••• • •• 

COTTON TARN. 

It ... ... ... ... Ml 

16 84 ... ••■ ••• 
20 English 

28 (« n 

Mi ti 

S3 doubled 

42 ,, ... ... ... ... 

00 „ ... ... ... ... 

No. 10 

.. 12 

» 1* 

„ ,, 16 ... ... ... ... 

„ j, 18 ... ... 

„ „ 80 ... 

,, ,, 22 ... ... ... ... 

»> «< ** 

.. «> 

WOOLLENS AND MIXTURES. 

Alpaca, 40 yds. 38 in 

Blankets, assorted, 7 lbs 

„ „ 8 lb* 

Bibs. 

Camlet Cords. SO yds. 82 in 

Cloth, all wool. 64 @ 64 

„ Pilots, 64 («j 64 ,, 

„ President*, 64 (« 04 „ 

Union, 5* @ 56 „ 







ntrrr calcvlatid 

IK 



DUTY PAID. 



PBUCKB AT WHICH 
SALZS HAVS BJJSX 



noktxix 
quotations. 








(figured), S< j i 



40 $ 48 yds. 88 in. 
I do Laine "(plain A stripes), 24 yds. 81 in. . 
h » (figured) 

SUGAR. 

White, Jimpah, No. 1 

„ Khihpivh, „ 2 ... ... ... ... . 

„ Kokfah, „ 3 ... ... ... ... 

„ Kungfun, „ 4 

„ Gnihpah, „ C 

, Formosa, bags 

njiakete 

Auioy ... 

METALS 4c. 



Brown, 



Iron, Plat and 1 
., Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) 
.. Kg 

Lead. Tig 

Quicksilver 



Tin Plates 

*Oil ... 



0.0241 f 10 yds. 

0.0241 „ „ 

0.0643 „ ,, 

0.0281 ,. „ 

0.0281 „ „ 

0.0321 „ ,. 

J 0.0241 .. ., 

0.0241 „ ., 

0.0241 „ ,. 

0.0241 „ „ 

00241 „ „ 

0.f«43 „ ., 

0.0321 „ „ 



1.60 ft 1.60 



V PO- 



LKS ft 
2.86 I 
120 ft 
1.62J — 
1.60 
1.65 



2 32. 

2.00 
1.30 

1.66 
1.76 



7.80 @ 8.30 
0.10 ft O.H'i 



1.6077 V Picnl- 



127.00 - 
88.60 ft 88.50 

84.60 ft 37.75 

36.76 ft 89 25 
40.75 g 
61.00 — 



28.80 



88.60 8 30.25 



1.00 

0.1U 

1.40 

1.70 

Ml 

1.20 

1.65 

1.35 

1.40 

1.50 

1.60 

7.75 

0.731 

0.10 



8.60 

8.76 

0.13 

1,90 

2.35 

2021 

1.50 

1.76 

1.68 

1.70 

1.70 

2.15 

9.00 

0.93 

0.15 

2.00 



24.60 

86.00 

86.50 ft 98.00 

28.76 

88.00 <§ 20.50 
29.00 ft 80.60 

81.00 

38.00 



6,880 


M 




M 


O.MXi 


*• 
>« 


14,500 


M 


460 


M 


1,000 


»■ 


4,400 


•» 


6,500 






■» 


760 


•f 
t* 


1,350 


y 

M 




« 


18 




1,776 


w 




•» 


970 


M 




»» 


~~~6» 


•* 




'» 


1 





16 



103 



O.090R y 10 yds. 
1.6077 *f picul. 
1.6077 ., ,, 
1.8077 „ „ 



V 10 yds. 



O.MIS amtsrtt k> 
'o wn ewexllx u in 
In wMO> #• 10 Tit. 

0.0965 1> 10 yds. 
0.0965 „ „ 
0.0965 „ „ 
0.0966 „ „ 



>0.3216 "»> picul. 




0.17 ft 19, „ 



18.10 ft 8.86 

7.00 ft 7.80 

8.80 (a) 7.16 

6.80 ft 6.80 

6.10 ft 6.16 

4.25 ft 4.27 

4.00 ft 4.10 

8.80 £ *-00 



$2.60 817.00 
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STAPLE EXPORTS. 



SILK.— Our last report m dated 19th ultimo. During the put two weeks then has been & fairly ecti. 
re have succeeded in recovering nearly all the decline aoc«d In our bat As customary in a rising market, 
been shown to buyers, sad the bulk, when o 
and much consequent annoyance to buyoru. 

In filature, (or the United St«t< », there Um been a fair c 
two classes of silk .how little if Mr alteration in prices. 
• about 860 bales; 




TEA.— The market continuns moderately Active but buying gnoa on very irregularly & spurt taking place occasionally whiah hull for two or 
three days, the demand again slackening. Settlements since the 20th ultimo to date amount to 8,900 picula, and arrivals during same period to 



8.370 picula, stocks shewing a slight nr. fkh: . 

Holders, however, do not asem inclined to submit to any sacrifloe and in 
States are anything but assuring for tha future of the American tea market. 

amount of teas from the districts surrounding Kobe hare been 
quality as those made last season and lacking strength and 
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i is dull and 



of rapid 



too aaule quality as Urn*,- :ua le ui 
Export figures from Japan m-c 
id deterioration native h Jdera th 



this year will find great difficult, 



eque 

te but ill suited for the 
id as the unl 
their stocks later on in the 
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vin face of heavy stocks prices have> lower tendency. 
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On Uw tod IbsU at No. 88, Yokohama, Mrs. K 
A. Brap, of » daughter, itUlb-Dm. ... 

On the 7th instant, at Ho. SM Blast, the wifs of 
V. Bm, of a eon. 

SUMMARY. 

OUR lsat iwt was dated the Sad instant 
lor daspatoh to Europe par French 
mail steamer Foljo, aad to America par O. A 
O. steamer Belyie. Since that data tha fol- 
lowing maile have been reoairad :— 
O AO. B OoeKe. San Pclsoo, Aug. 17 arrd. Sept, 6 
M M 8. Jfnwalsft, Marseilles, July 86 „ „ 6 
M.B.BeWdu Moru, London 

Tib, Hongkong, , SI ,. » 13 

M . M. a relea, Marseilles Sept S 

O A O. 8. Btlgit, San Praneisco „ 4 

P. A O S. ffwada, London , 9 

TBI supposed settlement of the Russo- 
Obinese queation roleesing the Russian fleet 
from ita attendance open the Chines- coast, 
ha* given rise to a rumour to the effect that 
Russia will appear in force to preaa upon 
the King of Korea the advisability of con- 
cluding A treaty of friendship and com- 
meroe. The U. 8. 8. TUonderoga has so far 
entirely failed in her mission, Commodore 
Sobufeldt baring deoided to await fresh 
I from Washington before going fnr- 
The American object was to provide 



shelter and protection for the orews and pro- 
perty of distressed American vessels forced 
to take shelter in Korean porta ; and for 
such privilege! of trado as the Korean gov- 
ernment have granted to Japan by treaty. 

Tbb Koreans do not apparently appreciate 
the additional security which they would gain 
by friondly treaties with America and tbo 
grent power* of Europe : but the attention 
of the world has now boon drawn to the 
exclusive policy of the rulers of Korea, and 
the result cannot long continue in doubt. 

Thi state of the national finanoes is a 
matter of daily increasing imporUuce. The 
quotation for currency is 144, but this rate 
is arbitrarily assessed by officials and is 
at variance with the prices of all scticles 
of Japanese production and of labour. The 
plan ' of taking rice as the standard for 
currency valuation, first relied noon by 
this paper as the only true basis of value, 
is being adopted by tho nativo press, and 
the Kaui Shinpo has published a chart 
showing the highest ana lowest prices of 
rice for each month for the period of thirteen 
yoara, 1808 to 1880 inclusive, from which 
it appears that the price of rice to-day is ten 
per cent, dearer than the highest point reach- 
ed in 1809 when, the crops having failed, the 
nation was threatened with famine, and im- 
portation was carried on on a very large 
scale. The harvest of last year yielded a large 
surplus over the full average consumption, 
and this year's crops promise to be equally 
favourable. 

Thi price of rice to-day is yen 12.80 per 
kokn, equivalent to a ourreucy depreciation of 
256, ana the price is steadily though slowly 
advancing. 

LiMa quantities of rice available for export 
are stored away in warehouses because the 
owners have no means of realisation. In the 
first place they cannot afford to pay the 
freight demanded by the Miteu Biabi Com- 
pany for carriage from the place of produc- 
tion to an open port ; they cannot charter a 
foreign vessel to load at a non-treaty port for 
direct carriage to foreign oouotries, this 
privilege being confined to the government 
and their agents; and, finally, official inter- 
ference with exchange prevent* the seller 
from realising the specie for which he is 
willing to sell and the foreign merchant 
to buy, at a rate equivalent to the exchange- 
able or purchasing power of rice for other 
native commodities. An explanation of 
these serious obstacles and their effect upon 
trade will be found in the articles entitled 
" Tsxss in kind," " Legitimate, trado in rice " 
aud " Rice and exchun^u." 

Ronouks, which arc neither contradicted 
nor supported by government authority, are 
gaining ground to the effect that the govern- 
ment intend to try and float a foreign loan. 



to twenty millions sterling. However useful 
money may be to Japuti for hrr present 
necessities, it is beyond doabt that unless the 
commercial policy of the nat ion is changed and 
greater freedom given to the people to carry 
on a legilimato export (rode, furrign monetary 
assistance will only afford temporary relief. 
It is a fact, that if. froe export of grain were 
permitted large sums of silver wonld yearly 
come into this country and would encourage 
production to the' direct benefit of the peoptu 
and indirectly to the advantage of the gov- 
ernment, by enabling the latter to collect 
part, and eventually the whole, of the national 
rovenuo in specie. 

Will lb overy avenue to the people's foreign 
trade in rice is barred, tho government are, 
it is said, about to re- commence the export of 
rice, a trade which created such intense public 
dissatisfaction three years ago. Should there 
bo any truth in this report we mnst regard 
the probable consequences with appre- 
hension. Famino prices in the midst of plonty 
have sorely embittered tho temper of the 
people, who will resent government exporta- 
tion of rice as a measure intended to keep up 
if not to enhance the present exorbitant prico 
of that grain. 

Tin extension of Messrs. Holt's line of 
steamers to Yokohama is an improvement 
which will probably renal t beueficially to the 
company, the system of transhipment at 
Hongkong or shanghai having always been 



regarded with disapproval. 

The refusal of the English government to 
legalise the circulation of Japanese silver 
yen at par with the Mexican dollar in Hong- 
kong, re-opens the question of tho notification 
issued in this place a year ago. The two 
banks which then agreed to accept yen at 
par wfth dollars throughout Japan, uninten- 
tionally placed themselves and the public in 
false positions, because it is evident that if 
the yen cannot be sent away as bullion with 
the prospect of equal realisation with the 
dollar, the difference must form a loss 
to be borne by the bankers or their 
constituents. We have now fivo banks 
doing business in Yokohama, only two 
of which are bound by the notice of 
September 13th, 1879, and it is exceedingly 
probable some measures will be adopted to 
secure an understanding, particularly aa the 
coinage of tho yen is conducted at a loss to 
the imperial mint. 

Up to the pressut cholera, that terrible 
scourge which ravaged the country last year 
and carried off more thin one hundred thou- 
sand victims, has not made its appearance. 

Thjc sanitary measures sdopted by govern- 
ment order to cheek epidemic d i s ea ses have 
been benefioial, but the Japanese system of 
I agriculture is opposed to sound health though 
the country is blessed with a climate nearly 
I approaching perfection. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

GENERAL HANCOCK, democratic can- 
didate for the presidency of the United 
States, in his letter to the committee accept- 
ing his nomination, took udvautage of the 
occasion to record bis opinions upon the 
constitution, government, laws, and rights of 
the oonntry of which it is quite probable be 
will become tbe head. This lotter is short, 
consisting of no more than eight ordinary 
paragraphs, but it is in every respect a 
remarkable document, and one that must 
have created a most favoarable impression 
tbrooghont the Union. We can offer our 
respectful congratulations to Americans upon 
tbe selection of General Hancock as the 
probable successor of Mr. Hates, a gontle- 
man whose presidential career has been high- 
ly creditable to himself and honourable to bis 
country. 

The close feelings of friendship prevailing 
between Japan and the United States have a 
tendency to recommend to the Japanese 
people the institutions and policy of tho last 
namod nation. Tbe United States has dealt 
kindly with Japan ; there has been a better 
understanding between the two countries 
than any arrived at with other powers ; and 
there is an evident inclination displayed 
by Japanese ministers, chocked only by 
interest, to adopt the protective system and 
navigation laws of their powerful and 
opulent neighbour. Under these conditions 
we believe tbe letter of General Hancock will 
find many readers in Japan ; and if the able 
and statesman-like exposition of the true 
principles of a free republican government 
are understood in their proper sense, the 
effect may be greater, and of more importance 
to the future of this empire, than can be now 
foreseen or imagined, for, if the objectionable 
portion of tho policy of the United States 
finds favour here, we may hope the noble 
principles of the constitution will not be 



principles 
overlooked. 

of the Japanese people is 
is no parallel case to be 
•ical records. Tho govern- 
ment, supreme and irresponsible, consists of 
twelve men, nearly all of whom, thirteen years 
ago, held subordinate positions as under-sec- 
retaries or clerks in the government depart- 
ments then presided over by princes of tho 
blood or high nobles of the most ancient 
families of Japan. Of the events of this period 
WO can only recapitulate the most important ; 
— tho aurrendor in March 1669, by tbe princes 
of Satsuma, Choshin, Toea and Hizen, of 
tbeir lands, ships, armies and all their 
possessions, which they laid at the foot 
of the throne: the calling together of an 
assembly of representatives of the clans, 
who proved so conservative and obstructive 
that, after the second meeting, this so-called 
parliament was convened no more. At this 
time tho ministers now in power were con- 
templating that great change which was to 
make them supreme aud absolute rulers. In 
July 1869, a blow was struck at tho nobility 
of whom Japan was justly proud, aud to 
whom a heavy debt of gratitude was duo by 
the people. The titles of daimio and kuge 
were abolished, and the proud and haughty 
nobles sank into insignificance under tbo 
generic denomination of kowssoko. "The 
degraded nobles ramie no rcsisi.vnce ; indu-i! 
i was possible, Tbeir hereditary servant* 



from Tokio, creatures and spies of ' the men 
behind the throne' ; they had no longer the 
disposal of the affairs of their provinces nor tbe 
command of their troops. They were repre- 
sented, by paid pamphleteers and newspapers 
created to be tho organs of tho revolutionary 
party, as effote and useless, rendered emas- 
culate and nearly idiotio by indolence and 
selfish indulgence "* This description of the 
hereditary nobles is completely at variance 
with the experience of those foreign ministers 
and others who have come in contact with 
them ; and, however desirable it may be that 
tho faith of the people in their former lords 
should be shaken, it is a question not to 
be hurriedly solved whether tho supercosaion 
of the SdW and Suloht by tho ministers now 
in power has been advantageous either to 
the welfare of the people, tbe national purse, 
or foreign trade. In 1871 the government 
was roformod as it now stands, with the 
exception of some few personal changes 
necessitated by the vicissitudes of time and 
ovonta. Immediately after this " an imperial 
croc was published abolishing the office of 
chihanj! — governor of provinces — and recast- 
ing the map of Japan by substituting for the 
hem, the provincial divisions, ten or depart- 
ments, administered directly from Tokio by 
officers uominated by tho now ministry. Tho 
ex-daimio with their families, with tho not- 
ble exception of tho Satsuma chiefs, were 
all brought up to Tokio, where they have 
since remained, excludod from tho public 
service— useless, helpless, and hopoloss— and 
the feudal system was totally abolished in 
Japan." For ten yoors, therefore, the Daijo- 
kwan as now constituted has held supreme 
control over the affairs of the nation. Masters 
of tbe army, navy and police, tho treasury, 
paper money department, and customs at 
their disposal, those ministers hold office 
irresponsible, acknowledging no superior, and 
confessing accountability to none. During 
the last years the people have made no 
attempt to conceal their dissatisfaction. In 
all parts of the country tho quostion of re- 
form hss engrossed the oarn est attention of tbe 
moro oducated classes ; and petitions modestly 
and temporately framed, signed by thousands 
of people, and couched in language of love 
and veneration for tho throno, and devo- 
tion to tho country, praying for some 
system of national representation, have 
been sent to the oonacil of state for pre- 
sentation to the Mikado. It seems incredible 
that the presentation of these petitions to the 
throne should be prohibited, yet so it is. In 
all constitutional countries the people's 
right to petition the monarch is not dis- 
puted ; and in despotic and autocratic 
Btatos tho sovereign encourages his people 
to appeal directly to htm for the redress 
of grievances. But in Japan, nnder tho 
existing rtgimS, the access of tbe sub- 
ject to the sovereign is denied, and the 
people, deprived of tho remedy enjoyed under 
the most despotic tyrant that ever reigned, 
are compelled to scoept their position with- 
out a murmur, or resort to those measures 
which all prudent mon deprecate ; though 
even so high an authority as Lord Chancellor 
Campbell has attributed the safety of the 
Knglish constitution to the " courage and 
love of freedom natural to the English com- 



as, speaking in the hoarse voice of tumult, 
I resorting to the last right of inturroc- 



mou 
and 
tion.f 

The form of government adopted by Japan 
gives rise to curious speculation. The ine- 
vitable effect must be to divide the people), 
and sow tho seed of deep aud lasting dis- 
sensions to the aorious retardation of that 
progress, social and commercial, which an 
energetic, indnstrious and enterprising peo- 
ple are seeking to bring about. What a con- 
trast does this state of things present to the 
governmental system of tho United States 
described by Genoral Hancock, as — " a poli- 
tical system which, rightly administered, has 
boen and will continue to be, the admiration 
of tho world. May we not say, nearly in the 
words of Washington : The unity of tbe gov- 
ernment which constitutes ns one people is 
justly dear to me. It is the main pillar in the 
edifice of our real independenoe, the support 
of our peace, safety and prosperity, and that 
liberty we so highly prise, and intend at 
hazard to preserve." These are 



noble words applicable to other peoples 
than Americans; and especially dear to 
alt who enjoy the priceless 



* The student of Japanese modern history will 
find a careful review of the condition of the gentry 
and the causes which led to the acquisition of 
absolute power by the present government, in a 
aeries of articles entitU<d. " The condition of tho 
Jimm.'H.' jrvntiy*' iuiii " Curil Service reform,'* 
published in the Japan datilU of April and May 
1S79. 



But General Hancock does not stop 
here. He shows upon what this "model 
form of free popular government " rests, and 
ho asserts, in dignified and positive terms, the 
supreme rights of the people — Saint poptdi 
ittprema ett Uz. It is to the following passage 
we wish to call attention :— " But no form of 
government, however carefully devised, no 
principles, however sound, will protect the 
rights of the people nnless their administra- 
tion is faithful and efficient. It is a vital 
prinoiple in our system that neither fraud 
nor force must be allowed to subvert the 
rights of tbe people. When fraud, violence, 
or inoompotonco oontrols, the noblest con- 
stitutions and wisest laws are useless. The 
bayonet is not a fit instrument for collect- 
ing the votes of freemen. It is only by 
a full vote, a free ballot and a fair count, 
that the people can rule, in fact, as required 
by the theory of our government Take 
this foundation away and the whole structure 
falls." 

Tbe principles here enunciated should be 
relied upon by the rising constitutional party 
of Japan as the foundation of their policy, 
and the reason of their political agitation. 
Insistence on the rights of the people in every 
manner sanctioned by constitutional usages, 
most, in prooeas of time, bear its fruit; and the 
day may not be far distant when Japan shall 
say with General Hancock, — " The time has 
come to enjoy the substantial benefits of 
reconciliation as one people. We have com- 
mon interests. Let us encourage harmony 
and generous rivalry among our own in- 
dustries, which will revive onr languishing 
merchant marine, extend our commerce with 
foreign nations, assist oar merchants, manu- 
facturers and producers to develope our vast 
natural resources, and increase the prosper- 
ity and happiness of onr people." 

Thst this should be so in Japan is natural 
and right. The opponents of the popular 
system of representation are few though 
powerful : the condition of tbe finances and 
of trade ; the evasion of the law controlling 
tbe coast service and commerce generally by 
officials ; aud numberless other evils which a 
few years of prosperity would enable the 
authorities to abolish, must be remedied 



f Lic4s of Uu ChanceXXvrt. Wolaey's attempt to 
levy taxes without the auths>ritj of parliament. 
A.b. 151S. 
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before it will be convenient to admit the 
representative* of the tax payers to (ho share 
justly claimed in the government of the 
empire. 

The people of Japan should be of good 
courage. Their hopes for the future should 
not be sullied by a breath of doubt. 
When an intelligent people persevere, in 
temperate firraucas, in their great object of 
establishing constitutional and representative 
government, success must crowu their exor- 
tious, for all attempt* to withstand tho wishes 
of a united people are ns vsin as if directed 
to control the tides, or check the movement 
of the earth in ita certain revolution round 
the sun.— Sept. 4. 



THE FIRST NATIONAL HANK. 



nPHK disadvantages under which Japanese 
1 merchants labour when financial asms, 
is required by them is shown by con- 
of tho half-year's work- 



ingof the First National Bank of Japan 



banking institution, and also to show how 
favourably the pro6t compares with that 
earned by foreign banks ; but the figures give 
rise to much speculation of an opposite 
character. The substance of these specula- 
tions we will endeavour to explain. Iu the 
first place tho account is unaudited ; it raiy 
be signed by any number of directors and 
oflScers, but no man of business will accept it 
as a trustworthy statement of affairs. If this 
difficulty were overcome, the next objection 
would i>c that if the internal loan issued at 
90 and bearing 0 per cent, internal, was so 
greedily subscribed for as alleged by the 
snbomi-d pre** of Japan, there can bo no 
of money to warrant the 
and imposts 
posed by the bank to enable tho directors 
to show such an enormous and unnatural 



we have sought to show tho dangerous 

< t illegality of government trading in terms so 
' plain that we confess utter inability to be- 
lieve that a minister, of so much mercantile 
' experience as bis excellency Ixot'Ti, has ro- 
| commended tho cabinet to adopt a lino of 
action which necessitates tho export of rico 
on government account in direct opposition 
to the wishes and intercuts of the pooplo. 

The government are not popular ; they are 
not regarded with groat respect or favour by 
the people ; and they will do well to avoid 
giving fresh offence and adding to 
already , 
Wo I 



profit. If it be- truo that on so trifling a 
business as shown in the accounts so lurge 
a profit can bo realised, Japanese banking 
mnst exert a baneful in place of beneficial 
influence npon commerce ; it taxes without 
assisting the merchant, for ita profit* are 
that of the Hongkong and Shanghai "'together unnatural, and unheard of among 
Banking Corporation. j practical men. 

Commerce in Japan is hampered by want With this specimen of Japanese banking 
of capital. Native monotary assistance oan before us wo cannot avoid an expression of 
only be obtained npon terms which leavo » ur P"»« that no real banking establishment 
the borrower little if any hope of profit, un- >» to bo found in Ja|mn. A bank that should 



is so 
have 



f any hope of profit, un- 
in which ho engages yields 
i. Tho law of Japan 
no foreign cs 
w hate t 



transactions 



ver with un- 



official Japanese, because tho only securities 
the latter can offer are expressly declared to 
be illegal and iuvalid. When it became 
known that a number of uational banks were 
about to bo established, an opinion gained 
ground that financial accommodation could 
be obtained upon fair and reasonable terms, 
bat from such information as is at our dis- 
posal that hope stoma to have been dis- 
appointed. 

For the purposes of tho comparison we 
propose to make, short extracts from the 
accounts of both banks will be necessary, and 
we shall consider tho totals at the ond of the 
half-year as fairly representative of the 
average liabilities on deposits and bills 
payable throughout that period. The 
gross liability of tho Hongkong and Shang- 
hai Bank to persons not members of the 
bank, was $37,881,583, for notes in circula- 
tion, deposits, and bills payable, the onsets 
including bills discounted, loans, credits 
and bills receivable, $34,296,4*37. Those two 
sums represent the real business of the bank. 



carry on its affairs on terms similar to those 
of the principal foreign banks, could not fail 
to do a largo business. But the Japanese 
mind is not satisfied with moderate profits. 
Tho idea is 50 per cent, on one thousand 
dollars in preference to 1 per cent, on a 
million. It is grasping the shadow aud 
missing the substance. 

Are Japanese statesmen aware of the ludi- 
crous inconsistencies between actualities and 
those things tboy desire to deceive the people 
with P Thus rico is at a price which means 
an excltange for kinsatsu of 250, while the 
official exchange rata is 139 ! Two years ago 
there was a rush to invest money in govern- 
ment six per cent, bonds, while the First 
National Bank then, as now, was making a 
profit out of ita business totally at variance 
with any six per oont. basis of value of money 
tho ordinary market.— Sept. 4. 
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TAXES IN KIND. 

HK Japan Herald of 3rd instant quotes 
from tho J/tii Nichi bhinbun as follows : 
It is stated that hi* excellency. Ixoctx is 
neatly pressing on the other members of 
the government the advisability of again col- 



and the net profit for tbo half year is equi- 
valent to 0.465 per cent, on the total. The j lecting the land tax in rice. We 
First National Bank has a gross liability ; vouch for tho truth of this rumour." 
to persons not members of the bank, of I Commenting upon this, the Ilerald says 
$4,802,454, including $530,000 of borrowed j that such an operation would bo " very ad- 
vantageous to tbo treasury, but of course at 
the expense of the farming tenants of the 
state." Unquestionably advantageous to the 



money, tbe remainder comprising notes in 
circulation, deposits, and bills payable, tho 
assets including bills discounted and loans 
and bills receivable, $4,000,004 ; a total bnsi- 
tiesa of $8,802,513, the net profit on which 
i* equivalent to 2.183 per cent. 

These figures ruvoal tho startling fact that 
if the Hougkong and Shanghai Bank had 
gathered in gro»s profit for the past half- 
year equal to that realised by the First 
National Bank, tho directors would have been 
able to recommend a dividend of 20 per cent, 
for tbe half-year, the appropriation of 
$500,000 to resorvo fnnd, and to carry for- 
ward a trifle of some $75,000 or thereabout ! 

Tbe publication of the account of the First 
National Bank is no doubt made for the 
purpose of attracting attention to the success- 
fa] nmlt of the working of a portly Japan* te 



treasury, because rice can be converted into 
specie by sale, and kinsatau cannot: de- 
trimental to the- producer — the state tenant 
— because he will be compelled to surrender 
his substance at a rate purely arbitrary, 
assessod by the rent collector, and in no wise 
guidoil by market value or tho actual price 
at which the statu realises it. Objectionable 




argBraenta of the 
Hera!.! is natural, because they are in sub- 
stance identical with those we have endea- 
voured to impress upon the Japanese people 
for tome yean past, in the oonne of which 



idy surrounding their adminis.ra- 
mcan by this, that tho doprocia- 
(ionnl currency baa increased the 



tion of national 

price of all food staphs to nearly double thoir 
value one year ago, the consequence being 
scarcity which presses upon tho labouring 
clossos with all the severity of famine. From 
all parts of tho country we hear of deaths 
from starvation and of misery culminating 
in suicide, and, before long, wo may hoar of 
food riot* which will break upon the car of 
the government like a knell. Undersuch cir- 
cumstances as these, what will an ig- 
norant people like tho industrial classes 
of Japan think of the government ship- 
ping away rico — food for which the peo- 
ple are crying aloud and in vain 
— for salo in foreign countries ? The ex- 
periment will bo a bold one ; but we know 
enough of the past to feel no surprise at any 
project of the present or future when the 
caso is -one of government cersiu peoplo. 
Porhaps the government cannot or will not 
see that the present price of rice ia due solely 
to tbe depreciation of their own credit. 
They may, following the reasoning of 
tbo Chiwjai Bukka Shinpo, bo under the 
impression that tho largo surplus of last, 
and the good promise of this year's har- 
vest, is the cause of the high ruling rates, for 
how does our Japanese commercial contem- 
porary doal with the subject : — " When crop* 
"are plentiful for soveral years there remain 
" large quantities over the demand, and if this 
" excess bo not exported, then tho price fall* to 
" its lowest point. Iu such caso tho farmer will 
" be distressed by a prosperous harvest on ac- 
" count of bis small profit, while, on the other 
" baud, agricultural labourers will neglect 
" their work because- they can maintain tbera- 
" solve* so easily and cheaply." 

We merely advert to this economical heresy 
for the purpose of pointing out tho style of 
reasoning adopted by those who seek to 
defund governmental trading. The doctrine 
that dear food means prosperity, which ia 
certainly tho meaning our contemporary 
desires to convoy, is now exemplified, • rice 
selling at yen 12.80 per koku compared with 
yen 7.5C iu September 1879, thu result being 
scarcity and suffering in place of plenty ana 
prosperity. Wo say now as we have said be- 
fore, that a nation's contentment depends npon 
cheap food, aud that the policy which should 
hare fur its object the establishment of a 
minimum price for grain with provision for 
govcmmonl export of surpluses bought up 
st that minimum rata, is most indefensible. 
It would bo worse than idle — it would bo 
folly— to attempt to refute a doctrimi which 
condemns itaelf upon the slightest 
superficial examination ; it will bo 
to denounce it here as absurd and u 
-jut we must not forgot that tho Chiuyii 
Bukkn Shinpo is edited by and belongs to 
the proprietor of the Mitsui Bussau Kwaislm, 
a protected trading company, which has not 
ouly acted as government agent for exporta- 
tion of government rioe, but has becu, ac- 
cording to th.geueral MM of tho people, 
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under the direct patronage of the minister for 
foreign affaire, whose support, moral or mate- 
rial, is not oven now supposed to be with- 
drawn. 

We have hitherto condemned in unmoasur- 
ed terms governmental interference with 
trade, more especially in the export of rioc, 
and see no reason now for modifying the 
opinions heretofore expressed. It is certain 
that the loesrs on this sort of official trading 
have been onormoiiM, nnd that no accounts 
can be presented to justify the continuance 
of a business which must, under necessary 
conditions, enrich tho agents and ruin the 
principal ; and these losses stand out in 
niarkod contrast to tho benefits that would 
accrue if tho people, not the government, wero 
the exporters. When the government export 
rice it is with the object of converting it into 
bullion abroad, for the purpose of defraying 
their extravagant expenses in foreign coun- 
tries, and nothing of its value returns to this 
nation. Not one dollar has over been received 
in this country ont of past shipment*. If the 
government are resolved to continue this bust 
nesa, the people will do well to consider these 
two points: — 1. Government export means 
higher prices for food without any benefit 
being received in return, for the proceeds will 
be nsed abroad for government purposes. 2. 
Export by the peoplo, means that the proceeds 
in specie will bo brought in to this country, 
and bo availablo for the extension of trade 
with all parts of the world ; for a gradual 
change in tho mode of paying taxes from 
currency to specie, and thereby enabling the 
government to withdraw from circulation by 
redemption such an amount of paper its shall 
be sufficient to restore the value of the sum 
left afloat. A rat urns' of this reasoning shows 
as follows:-— 1. Government export means 
greater poverty and decreased value of 
paper currency. 2. Commercial export in a 
legitimate manner means increased national 
wealth, and improvement in the valuo of 
currency. But the government cannot see 
this: thoy make a law to-day to be repealed 
to-morrow and re-imposed the day after. 
They travel in a vicious circle : delodod by 
incompetent and interested commercial advi- 
tbey are nnable to strike ont a new 
liberality towards the people, 
thoy surround with innu- 
which 



body because it has no 
no public meetings, and publishes uo 
count*. To urge that the company is support- 
ed for the protection of tho shipping internet 
of Japan, is to proas us to accept an 
absurdity upon the face of it What 
• m to native- shipping interest is 
by granting exolusivo right* to a 
to whom the government presented 
larger number of vessels, aud adyanoed 
fund* for the purchase of the remainder? 
What benefit is it to Japan that the govern- 
ment should support a fleet consisting solely 
of foreign built ships officered and manned ia 
greatest port by aliens ? 

Theso consideration*, combined with the 
evident resolve of the government to atreng- 
then the hands of the monopolists by stria- 
I gout treaty stipulations excluding all foreign 
vessels from trading on the coast, warrant us 
in asking, for puhlio information, if the 
Mitsu Bishi Company is supported by 
tho government for the benefit of Mr. 
Iwasaii Yatabo against the country, or 
is it not? It is essential to the publio 
welfare that this matter should be close- 
ly investigated, for the abolition of this 
burdensome monopoly is a 
important atop toward* the i 
pauese trade. 

It is a fact, sufficiently demonstrated, that 
no unofficial Japanese can send a chartered 
foreign vessel to an unopened port ; but the 
Milan Bishi Company, and the Milan, Buasaa 
Kwaisha, and ono or two foreign agents) of 
officials can. Why ? Because officials can 
aud do evade those obstacles which, to non- 
officials, have all the force of tho most stringent 
law*. The principle of the protection afford- 
are- not favourably situated in relation to tho I ed to the Mitsu Bishi Company is absolutely 

indefensible. Its effect is to stop all private 
trade, to confine the profit* of the coast 



native produce are nsed abroad : the latter is 

beneficial, because the proceeds are received 
d used in the country itself. 
There is no necessity hero to alludo to 
the doceptivo argument of interested par- 
ties that no restriction exists to prevent 
private persons from selling rice to for- 
eigners, or of shipping it on their own 
account. Nominally, the law of Japan does 
not interfere with private commercial on- 
torprisc, hut there are conditions which 
stifle it as effectually as though the law ex- 
pressly prohibited tho transactions contem- 
plated. No private merchant, oven under 
identical conditions, can or will compete 
with n goverument ; so noon as a government 
enter upon any particular trade private mer- 
chants must either retire from it or submit 
to heavy lowns. The reason of this is plain. 
Tho transactions of a government are always 
on a larger scale ; there ia vastly more capital, 
and, above nil, n govorniucnt can support 
losses which would crush Any individual. 
Competition with governments is, there- 
fore, out of the question under ordinary 
circumstances ; haw much more so in 
Japan where the government Arrogate to 
themselves privileges which private persons 
cannot obtain. We are convinced that so 
soon as the peoplo thoroughly understand tho 
injurious character of official trading, a stop 
will be put to it. The present system can- 
not last, nnd it will be advantageous to con- 
sider tho reforms that are desirable to throw 
open the right of export to tho people, nnd 
withdraw it effectually from tho trading de- 
partments of the state 

Tho open ports of Japan, from which alone 
xportatioti can bo made in foreign vessc* 



of Ja- 




as are free ; and they prefer 
and again, to those sham 



time has proved to be in- 
jurious and discreditable in tho highest 
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the foregoing reasons we are disin- 
to believe that tho government con- 
as suggested by the Herald, an 
export of rice on their own account as 
formerly, especially as his cxcelloncy Ikoutb 
Kaobli has had sufficient previous experience 
when he was Mr. Inodte Bcwu to convince 
him that government export of grain con- 
dncted through agents was a failure, while 
private enterprise in a similar export proved 
beneficial. 

In a future article wo will give our views 
upon a properly conducted export of surplus 
grain.— Sept. 10. 
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AN nrticlo in our issue of yesterday was 
intondod to show tlmt governmental 
trade in rico is injurious and indefensible, 
hut the trado of the people in that staple is 
in every way to be commended. The former 
practice is injurious, because ths proceeds of 



chief rioe growing districts, and export on a 
huge scale cannot be carried out because the 
cost of carriage to tho open porta is prohibi- 
tive, and obartorcd foreigu vessels, unless 
hired by official traders, are not permitted to 
enter a nou-treaty port even for the avowed 
object of increasing the exports, and so 
redressing the " balance of trade," that 
phantom of tbo Japanese mind. The non- 
treaty ports of Japan are closed to all vessels 
except those of the Mitsu Bishi Steamship 
Company, and this powerful obstacle to com- 
merce must be done away with before choap | 
rice can be had by tho consumer, or bo export- 
ed by the merchant. Some recent disclosures 
in tbo United States court will assist us in 
solving the question of, — What ia the Mitsu 
Bishi Company ? It ia an association of 
which Mr. Iwasaki Yatabo is declared by 
his brother, and by his own statement on a 
previous occasion, to bo proprietor. The 
question then is, is protection of tho 
Mitsu Bishi Company protection, of tho coast 
trade for the public benefit, or protection of 
Mr. Iwasaki Yatabo against the people— for 
his private benefit at the cost of the com- 
munity ? If this association so-called, were 
a corporate body it would bo bound to pub- 
lish its accounts, and hold meeting* of share- 
holders. If it were a government company 
it would be compelled to state its accounts 
and make its return* to tho government, who 
would in turn have to publish them to tho peo- 
ple in order that tho taxpayers might know 
what the profits or losses of this official mono- 
poly are. People now want to know why their 
entire trade should bo bumpered by the privi- 
leges accorded by the state to Mr. Iwasaki 
Yatabo. They wish to kuow what the Mitsu 
tfiahi Company represents. It is not a govern- 
ment undertaking, because the results of 
it* working never appear in tho national 
uosnoial statement* ; it is not a corporate- 



service to an individual who, supported by 
government money, has never yet accounted 
for hia stewardship of the national property. 

It is gratifying to know that one of the 
first acts of a national assembly will be to 
inquire into the constitution or, and privi- 
leges accorded to, the Mitau Bishi Company. 
To investigate the title and original bills of 
sale ; the prices actually paid to the foreign 
soller, and tbo prices paid and advanced far 
the ships on transfer to 
Company. To ask why Mr. ] 
is privileged to so high a degree as to 
him to bold a position superior to that of any 
other person in the empire ; and how it comes 
to pass that he is empowered to dictate 
terms upon which the produce of this country 
shall be transported from district to district 



away with, no busi- 



Until the monopoly k 
Bishi Company is done 
ness in grain export can be done. 

In order that an extensive export of grain 
may be carried out, it is necessary that a cheap 
and abundant supply of vessels can be ob- 
tained to convey rioe from the producing 
district* either to an open port, or direct to- 
ils destination in other countries for sale. That 
such means of transport now exist is disproved 
by the simplo fact that, if the Mitsu Bishi 
Company was prepared to carry on the samo 
term* as foreigu vessels can be chartered for, 
tho capacity of tho entire fleet, withdrawing 
all the vessels from the unprofitable lines 
of Shanghai and Hongkong, would be 
insufficient for a tenth part of the trade that 
should be conducted by a country like this. 

The statistics showing tbo results of last 
year's harvest, published In the Chiugai Buk- 
ha Shiipo, and quoted by the Tokio chamber 
of commerce as trustworthy, give a surplus 
over the fall average crop of seven million 

Digitized by Google 



THB JAPAN GAZETTE. 



koku, or aevenWec million piouls ; and this, 
if the statistics aro substantially correct, is 
the quantity the country can afford to export 
as the excess orer the full consuming power 
of the people. In place, however, of a pros- 
perous trade in the bands of the people, we 
find foreign vessels entering Japanese porta 
with cargoes of riee from Saigon I 

The present conditions of the coast trade 
prevent the people who havo produced this 
large surplus, from being able to make use of 
it, and compels them to keep it hoarded in 
godowna, preyed upon by insects, and gra- 
dually deteriorating in quality, besides losiug 
heavily in interest upon a capital locked ap 
in produoe, unrealizable becauso the govern- 
ing classes of the nation have chosen to grant 
the exclusive privileges of the ooast trade re- 
capitulated in thia article- 
Prom the foregoing, it is easily under- 
atood that if the people had been allow- 
ed to employ the cheapest vessels on the 
market there would have been by this time 
very large amounts of silver expended in the 
grain producing districts of Japan, and the 
cry of distress raised in different porta of the 
county would have been unheard. — Sept. 11. 



THE native press informs us of the resolve 
of the government to raise money for 
national purposes from foreign countries. 
Somo of the papers moution very large sums 
to be in contemplation, and others say the 
amount has not yet been decided upon iu the 
cabinet 

Why should the government contemplate 
raising loans abroad whon, by taking off the 
restrictions on trade, largo sums of money in 
silver would be poured into the country with 
out any further indebtedness being 
upon the people?— Sep*. 11. 

ONE of our native contemporaries I I I— 
that an assessment of thirty-one sen 
per head of the population will euabio the 
government to pay off all its foreign in- 
debted noaa, and that surely so small a sum 
as this wonld be willingly contributed by a 
patriotio people. This assessment moane, of 
oouree, thirty-one dollar cent*, because the 
foreign debt moat be paid off in specie, and 
not by an acoomulation of aeo in paper. 
The question is, have the government 
left the patriota of thia country thirty- 
one cents per head in specie P And, 
moreover, has our contemporary considered 
whether holders of the coupons relating to 
the foreign debt will be willing to sell them, 
or prefer to hold them until the expiration of 
the contracted loans by yearly withdrawals P 
It should be borhe in mind that foreign loans 
are not loans at call ; and that investments of 
that character are not subject to the caprieea 
of either borrowers or leuders.— Scpl. 11. 
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"JAPAN MAIL" ON POLITICAL 
ECONOMY. 



T a time when the leading men of Eu- 
rope snd America are earnestly discuss- 
ing the relative values of the conflicting 
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theories of free trade and protection, sotting 
forth the advantages and disadvantages ot 
either or both, and framing inferences which 
aoon become settled axioms, it is refreshing 
to flud tho Japan Mail disclaiming any inten- 
tion of entering upon thia " well-worn sub- 
ject," though S by no meana heaitates to 



set out its dictum in the following terras : — 
" We may remark that we do not alto- 
gather coincide with tho strong opinions held 
by some very able statesmen and writers on 
the subject of free trade as opposed to pro- 
tection, and virevrti. Tho advocates of 
these different policies appear, as n rule, 
unable to see any merit whatever in the! 
system they oppose."* In July 187tf tho 
Japan Mail wns an ardent and outspokon 
advocate of free trade for Japan. In re- 
ference to the possible abolition of export 
duties, that journal said that it would 
bo a moasnro " worthy to take rank 
amongst tlio "first class of those bold snd 
vigorous reforms which have challenged 
for the present generation of Japanese 
statesmen tho admiration of the friends | 
of progress in every land." Then followed 
that declaration of principlo which identified 
tho Japan Mail with tho free trade party : — 
" And hardly less will be its importance 
when regarded as a pledge that the ability 
which recognized the reason for its enact- 
ment will before long, surely struggle suc- 
cessfully throngh tho inovitabla quagmire of 
protection, to the solid ground of truth, rea- 
son, ami experience on which the edifice of 
free trade is built." Fifteen months later 
the Japan Mail, then laying itself out for the 
profits derivable from an independent sup- 
port of the policy of tho existing govern- 
ment, saw occasion to modify its pre- 
vious declaration, which was done in these 
words:— " This review has never been an 
advocate for 'protection' in its extreme 
sense," meaning thereby, «s we explained 
at the time, that,— This review has al- 
ways been an advocate for protection, 
though not in an extreme sense. With 
these contradictory passages extracted from 
leading articles before us, we 
surprised that tho Japan M 
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" this review—" does not «• altogether coin- 
cide with the strong opinions held by 
some very able statesmen and writers on the 
subject of free trade," but we should like to 
know the reasoning upon which the Mail joins 
issue, and why it should now apparently 
prefer the " inevitable quagmire of protection, 
to tho solid ground of truth, reason, and 
experience on which the edifice of free trade 
is built." Thesobjectisoneof vastimportanoo 
to the future of this country, even more so, 
we venture to think, than " Germany and the 
indemnity," " Kxtension of Commerce " — in 
Arabia, — the"Ober-Amroergan passion play," 
or even criticisms upon the Japanese claim to 
abolish extra-territoriality* written for the 
paper by foreign employes of the foreign 
office under instructions from the minister 
for foreign affairs. 

Perhaps our contemporary will explain why 
it differs with the leading writers on free 
trade, and why it improperly assumes that 
these great writers ore " unable to soo any 
merit whatever in the system they oppose ;" 
an assumption at onoe untrue and unjnst. 
Wo promise to meet any argument the Mail 
can put forward in support of protection 
verm* free trade, with fair consideration and 
justice, and those interested in suoh matters 
shall be the judges. Thia challenge is pot 
forward in consequence of the flippancy of 
the Mail' /i remark. If it is not accepted we 
shall know tho reason. Wo refer to the 
Mail't Bippaner, liecnnso we have it on autho- 
rity thiit of all tho cniiuvnt men who linve 
made political economy their special study 
there is not one who does not uphold 
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free trade and protection pronounce to be 
a disastrous error. In tho London Library 
there is a list of seventy-seven professional 
witness who havo investigated tho subject 
thoroughly, a:.d whoso opinion must, there- 
fore, carry groat weight. " What do they 
Bay ? lly n majority of soventy-fire to two, 
they declare that tho protective system is a 
mistake most injurious to the country that 
adopts it." If the Japan Hail has perused 
nil these arguments, and still differs from tho 
cniiclaBions arrived at, it can surely declare 
the grounds of its uulieliof ; for it is clear 
that for tho Mail to justify to its own 
conscience the adoption of a protective policy, 
it must have arrive! at a moral certainty that 
all those men who have scientifically analysed 
that policy, and as a consequence have unre- 
servedly condomnnd it, are utterly mistaken. 
If, as is most probable, the Mail has not read 
any of the works of the men Mr. Mosorediin 
refers to, it may be excused for its painful 
vacillation between freo trado to-day and 
protection to-morrow : but its presumption 
in passing an opinion up.oi mailers it does 
not understand is wholly nnpardoimble.— 
Sept. 11. 



THE EARTHQUAKE IX MA XI LA. 

Further particulars in connection 1 with the 
series of terrible earthquakes which laid Manila 
iti ruins list July continue to reach ui from 
ratiou* sources. From Spinish papers wo 
learn several things which cannot f*il to be of 
general interest. It appears that at the tims 
of Iho great shock on iho 18lh, it was ebb 
tide : and Iho water in tlio river suddenly 
rose three and a hulf feet, and almost as sud- 
denly fell again. Thousands of fi«h were 
found lying on the surface of the Water in the 
bay— dead. 

The severest shocks seem to have been felt 
over the whole island of Luzon— about four 
hundred miles North and South and two 
hundred miles East and Welt— and from ob- 
servations taken it seems ih«t the difference in 
tho timo between the extreme points was not 
more than ten minutes. 

The only large church that does not appear 
to have suffered is that of Suint Domingo, 
which is built or wood filled in with brick : and 
the only homes which hive escaped are those 
built of wood and covered with corrugated 
iron, the roof* of which rest on wooden pillars 
sunk into the ground. The effect of tho earth- 
quake on houses thus built appears to have 
heen much lets severe than on houses built of 
heavier materials, the articles of furniture hav- 
ing scarcely been moved. A singular fapt is 
that some of the hnty stone buildings have 
hud their walla broken close off aith the earth, 
which will necessitate their being pulled down, 
though they are not iu other respects injured. 

An in the severe earthquake of 1863, heavy 
rains fell a few davs aftor the shock on the 
18th. 

It has b««n calculated that tho top of ■ 
building thirty feet from tho ground was 
thrown five feet out of its perpendicular : and 
one of the towers of tho cathedral oscillated 
over twenty feet. 

It is said that, in one of tha provinces, the 
nativo houses, which are built of bamboo snd 
thatch, were sent flying: thai nnws wep- 
thrown out of the wulcr, and the growing ric" 
torn out of the ground. The earth sunk in 
many places — the bed of one river sinking 
quite six feet. Great chums, ten to twelve 
feet wide and of immense depth, v, 
the earth. Some of the large wooden ] 
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a church, which wu in course of erection, wore 
thrown down and others were huried a depth 
of ten feet. 

The following letter from Manila to a lady 
in Yokohama gives a forcible description of the 
calamity and of the reign of terror which pre- 
vailed for several days after the earthquake : — 
" I am sure you will bo glad to hear that we 
are safe and well — still in our owu house. 
We have passed a terrible time during 
the last month — almost too terrible to write 
about, and no words can give the least idea 
of what it has been like. I dareaay you have 
seen full accounts in the papers, so that yon I 
know as much as I can tell you, except what 
concerns us especially, ao I muat confine myself 
chiefly to that. The Hongkong pupcrs gave a 
very good description of it all, and I think j 
the accounts were not at all exaggerated. 
They say " Manila is in ruins," and although, 
of course, every building has not fallen to the 
ground, it is reslly true, because most of the 
houses that are standing will have to be taken 
down entirely, • r in part ; scarcely any but the 
wood and iron houses having stood. Ours is one 
of the very few aud wo have scarcely suffered 
at all. A little of the stone wall in tho entrance 
has come down, but as the house is not resting 
on it we are still quite strong, and only a 
few lamp glasses were broken, while in many 
other houses there was scarcely a glass or 
plate left ; our heaviest furniture waa swung 
round considerably out of its place, but nothing 
fell. I think no one escaped as wo did. and 
we have very much to be thankful for. Your 
old house is, I believe, all right, except the 
kitchen part, which fell; and that, with 
one or two others, are the only ones I know 
of that are uninquired, ao you may fancy what 
the destruction has been, and what melancholy 
scenes there are on all sides. The most won. 
derful thing is that in such general destruction 
so few lives have been lost — it seems quite 
miraculous. We had had aome slighter shot-Its 
for two or three days before the oua on Sunday 
the 18th. On the morning of the 16lh, about half 
past one, there was rather a severe shock, the 
strongest we had ever felt. It awoke everybody, 
but did no damage to buildings, beyond some 
slight cracks in wails, aud we were not so very 
much alarmed. About an hour after there were 
two alighter shocks— still we went to bed 
again and really slept. I cannot understand 
now how we were able to do that. At noon on 
Friday thero was another shock and ou Satur- 
day morning, about seven, another ; and still 
we thought they would pass off as they had 
done belore. Ou Sunday morning we were at 
breakfast at a friend's house. We had 
just finished soup when the shock came. 
The house had a tiled roof and brick and 
plaster walls, so I must leave you to imngine 
the scene, for I cannot describo it. How 
we ever got down stairs I really do not 
know: the house was rocking like a ship in a 
storm : the walls coming down, seuding up such 
clouds of dust that we could not tell it stones 
e coming too, or only the plaster. Before we 
to the bottom of the stairs the stables 
burying the horses. Wo 
all escaped and rati into the field out-aide, 
where tho earth was heaving aud seemed 
to be coming towards us iu waves, aud the 
water in the river was heaving and foam- 
ing. There is a large house, all wood and 
iron, iu Mondaloyo, exactly opposite, on 
the other sido of the river, built for the 
manager of the sugar works there, who has gone 
to England, and some friends had the use 
of the house for some weeks. As soon us 
we could wo went across and found them 
all safe u»d the house uot damaged at all. 
Wt decided to stay with them, but seat to 



were I 
got 
fell down 



our house for what things we required. The 
shocks continued the rest of the day and all 
through the night, Monday and Monday night ; 
none of us slept or undressed. On Tuesday morn- 
ing tho shocks became less frequent and we 
were hoping the worst waa past. We bad the 
children sleeping close to us down stairs, when 
about two o'clock another shock came, more 
dreadful than the Sunday one, atronger but not 
so long, and seemed to finish what that had 
left undone. We caught up the children, 
managed to open the doors, which had banged 
together, and rushed out into the open space, 
the upstair shutters falling just iu front of 
us. The noise was fearful : wardrobes fell flat, 
lamps, tables — every thing was upset ; and the 
crashing of the Sta. Ana tower and houses 
quite awful. Soon my husband arrived from 
town in his steam-launch and we all went 
on board and stayed there through the night ; 
others were glad to come too, thinking it safer 
to be on the river than on shore, for now after 
these two dreadful shocks no one knew what 
might be coming. About eleven that night 
there came anothor shock, the strongest of all 
but the shortest ; and then Caroo another fearful 
crash of stone building*, und all was still 
again. It was a lovely, calm, moonlight night. 
There was nabody in the stone houses as wr 
knew : they hud all been deserted ufter tho 
Sundsy shock — crowds flocked into the country 
ind those who were not able to find uipn 
houses took refuge under mats and sheds by 
the road sido and in the fields and there they 
stayed for days. Sts. Ana suffered a great 
deal. I think every house in the plaza must 
come down, and ou tho river side it looks 
still worse. San Miguel, too, seems to 
have stood it badly — the church is iu ruins — 

Mr. old house, and others havo to come 

down almost entirely. The Admiral's house is 
a complete wreck ; Paco, Pnudacan, Sla. Ana. 
Guadeloupe churches iu ruins. Sail Augustin 
and San Francisco very seriously damaged, 
San Domingo, and San Sebastian appear uot 
to have suffered, but we hear the walls are 
crocked through level with the ground, and 
they will both have to como down. The 
Landnuy barracks are down and tho soldiers 
are now iu one of the cigar factories : the 
barracks near the Luneta aro down and the 
men are building nipa houses there. 

We hoar that the lake district suffered very 
much and that Sta. Cruz is iu ruins. I 
don't think anybody has any nerves left, for 
siuce those dreadful shocks slight ones have 
continued at longer or shorter intervals. We 
stayed in Mandaloyo a fortnight and all 
that time there were several during each day 
and night ; we all lay on long chairs on the 
floor and tried to aleep, with one keeping 
watch, but we were afraid to undress, and the 
suspense was fearful, and iudeed it still is, for 
during the last fortnight there hare been 
several, and I quite dread the night to come on. 
The leaat noise makes us start and as long as 
we are here I think the feeliug will never wear 
off ; still we are in our own house, which is a 
great blessing, every tiny nipa house is crowded 
with Spanish families, and the rents paid are 
enormous. The regulations for rebuilding 
houses are very strict ; uo more stone and tile to 
be used " 



Occasional Jtote*. 



T*« market quotation for rice to-day (Mh) 
is yen 12.S0, which means a depreciation of 
currency to 256 instead of 140 as quoted by the 
official exchange mart. The official rate of ex- 
change is nothing more or less than a tax upon 
foreignera and other bond fid* purchasers 
of kinsatsu for actual transactions. Every 
article of Japanese production used by 
foreigners has grown to double the price 
of lost year consequent upon the depreciation 
of the currency which the people regard as 
250 instead of 140, the consequence being 
that we receive 110 veu satsu less than ws 



that we receive 110 yea 
ought to do for 100 silver yen, and have still 
to pay on a scale of depreciation equal to 
what we are cheated oat of. The exchange 
shosha is one of those glaring inconsistencies 
by means of which some people hope to delude 
■he world into a belief that Japanese paper is 
steady at a comparatively small discount, not- 
withstanding the practical contradiction given 
to the official rate of exchange by the price of 
all necessities of life. 

With regard to the exchange rate of 140 
it is admitted that any person taking $100,000 
•ilver yen or dollars to the office can obtain 
140,000 sutsa ; but it is equally well known 
that 240,000 tatsu would not buy 100,000 tilvtr, 
for the simple reason that there it uo eilvcr 
for sale. 



Tni following shows the result of the 
ball match which came off on the 9th inst. 
between officers of tho U. 8. navy and mem- 
bers of tho Y. B. B. Club, the latter winning 
a well contested gume. 
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are abroad to the chVt that the 
betwoen China and Kussia have 
been definitively settled, but upon what 
basis wo havo no information. It is to be 
Imped the news is true, but the intimation 
whirh reaches us from the same source that 
the Hussiau fleet is ordered to the Korea, is 



Thb Niehi Nidti Shiubun of to-day 1 
an item of intelligence from a contemporary, 
the Keitai Shinbun, which, if true, may in a 
meaaure account for the excitement in Tokio, 
referred to iu our issue of Saturday last, over 
the apparent manifestations of anxiety on the 
part of the Government, and, more parti- 
cularly, the unusual activity of Mr. Okuma 
and his colleagues. Tho report is this: — 
•'That the government have been engaged of 
late debating the possibility of raising a foreign 
loan of £20,000,000 sterling in order to redeem 
100,000,000 yen of paper money now in cir- 
culation." On the probability or otherwise of 
the rumour being correct, the Nidki ificte Skin* 
bun is silent ; but its contemporary is rather 
jubilant over the prospect of the financial pro- 
blem being settled for the present. How- 
ever, as the Ktitai Shinbun is one of those 
obscure papers published in a corner in the 
capital, it is possible that the statement is 
only the creation of some inventive genius, 
who has taken advantage of the mysterious 
movements of the government to gratify the 
of the public for 1 



A WBTiojr of the native 

the action of the government "in at- 
tempting to drown the err for a national as- 
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sembly by offering lucrative situations to tho 
leaders of tbo agitator*. It (corns, however, 
that there are some men in Japan, as well a* in 
other countries, whose silence on political 
affairs is not to be bought. The YamagaUi 
Shinbun gives an instance of the fidelity of a 
Mr. Yendo Motojiro to the cause which he has 
espoused. This gentleman is a shixoku, resid- 
ing in Kann/.awa, Ishikawa ken. and is evi- 
dently looked upon as an omiucnt personage. 
Recently ho was summoned to appear at the 
Daijo-kwaii. and upon his arrival there was 
what surprised to be informed that he had 
appointed chief secretary of the Daijn- 
i, and that it was hoped he would accept 
the appointment and fulfil his duties honour- 
ably ; at tho same time n document w 
handed him confirming his appointment. 
Mr. Yendo was very indignant at this attempt 
to silence him. and firmly declined to affix his 
name to the official registry. Tho secretary 
who announced the appointment used all his 
persuasive powers to induce Mr. Yendo to 
accept the favour the Government were an 
xious to confer upou him, but in vain: Mr. 
Yendo emphasized his refnsal by a vigorous 
shake of the sleeves of his a-ratono and then 
departed. 



But 



all agitators are not possessors of the 
to resist the munificent offers of 
paternal Government ; and, unlike Mr. Yendo, 
some of them jump eagerly at the bait 
Among these the YamaijnUi Shinhun mentions 
Mr. Kifa, an ex director of the noted Kisehisha 
Society, who haa accepted a subordinate posi- 
tion ; and Mr. Minamigawa of Fukuoka, who 
has bean appointed ward officer. Both I 
i for the people's rights. 



think it.doubtfnl if such important institutions 
should bo placed under the sole control of Japan- 
ese officials, until, at least, it is manifest to the 
public thai they have some knowledge of the 
value of time, and are in a measure acquainted 
with the great responsibility of its loss. If a 
telegram in the Japancso language is to take 
from four to nineteen days from Yokohama to 
Hakodate, for instance, it would be interesting 
to know how long a message in a for- 
eign language would take? We will give 
two instances of gross negligence in the for- 
warding of message which have been brought to 
our notice On thc2jth of last month a telegram 
in Japanese, annonncing the departure of the 
Kol-onotft-Marv. was sent to the telegraph office 
at Hakodate for transmission to Yokohama. 

clock 
o'clock 

on the afternoon of the same day the 
reacted its destination— the 
ing tho telegraph by six hours. A 
forwarded from Tokio a short time ago to the 
British consul in Hakodate was nineteen days 
on the way— the delay occurring we believe at 
the Hukodatc end. Several other instances of 
gross carelessness on the part of those in charge 
of the line between here and Hakodate have 
been reported to ns ; but we think tho two wo 
have quoted will be sufficient to bring the mis- 
management of the line to tho notice of the 
proper authorities, ond we hope will lead to 
an inquiry which will result in mi 
being placed in charge. 



of the i 
on the 7th inst. 



The Kolonoye-Slaru arrived here at S> oV 
on the morning of the 23th, and at 3 o'c 



Between Odawara and Yokohama on Thursday 
there was not a bit of fresh fish of any des- 
cription to be got, the supplies of lbs nume- 
rous inns being limited to rice, pickled daikon, 
sliced pears, and very questionable eggs (per- 
haps it was the daikon). The water, with one 
exception, was far from pure, and seemed 
wholly unfitted for drinking purposes. Small 
cups of weak, common tea aro not parti- 
cularly grateful to a thirsty foreigner, howsver 
palatable and inviting they may be to the na- 
tive ; and between Odawarn and f otsuka neither 
red wine can be obtained. Patience 
would have rewarded the "cold tea" men, so 
called because they never by any chance touch tea 
when there is anything eUo to bo had. for plenty 
of that grateful flnid might have been obtain, 
ed bv wailing for it : but those travellers who do 
not belong to the cold tea fraternity, must cany 
what they require with them at much trouble 
, or pass eight hours or so io the 
dust without any refreshment, not 
water, a draught which baa for ita con- 
stant attendant in Japan the grim spectre of 



and some cost. 



Tbi Kinji Moron moralises thus on the 
advantage a community derives from being 
the happy possessors of a lecture hall :— 

" A tendency to lecture is on excellent sign of 
the progress of civilization. It is as much to 
be desired ss rain in the time of drought. We 
were very much afraid that the ' Assemblage 
Regnlatioos ' would create a drought among 
the fields of speeches and cause them to perish. 
But, happily, it seems as if this danger has 
passed sway like smoke before the breeze, or 
dew on the grass when the sun shines. We 
are led to this conclusion by becoming aware 
of the fact that the Seigisba Society, which is 
in Hokuroku, has greatly increased in member- 
ship and riches, and that they have commenced 
to build an immense lecture hall and will com- 
plete it in the course of a month ; and by the 
middle of October lectures will be delivered in 
it. How influential this society will then be- 
come? and tho air of freedom will be blown 
from the mountains to Hokuroku." 

Mr. Oktma ought to feel grateful to the 
officers of the Osaka mint, who have volun- 
tarily resolved to assist biro in settling finan- 
cial affairs upon « more satisfactory footing, by 
renouncing the use of all clothing made from 
foreign material — even boots and " tall " lints 
are to be eschewed by this confraternity. Really 
i to be towarded. 



Tbi first silk 
brought into 




His Hoyal Highness the Duke of Genoa 
arrived at Niiguta on the 30th ultimo from 
id left the same day for Hakodate. 



It is sometimes remarked that the Japa- 
nese are now quite capable of taking over the 
telegraph and railway departments without be- 
ing subject to foreign supervision. From in- 
stances of rulpable neglect, which havo been Those travellers who rely upon the refrest 
brought toour notice, in thetransmiision of tele- ments to be procured on the roads iu Japan 
in the Japanese language, we 'are having a vary lively time of it jurt now. 



Oss of the Japanese papers states that some 
residents of Nagano ken have presented a 
memorial to the Genro-in, declaring that in 
their opinion the establishment of a national 
assembly in Japau will be dangerous to the 
existence of the imperial dynasty. No reasons 
are given for this extraordinary appeal to the 
prejudices of a class, probably because the 
petitioners had no ground for their foolish 
assertion. Experience has proved that no 
throne is so secure as that which rests upon the 
good will of a people having a voice in the admi- 
nistration of national affairs ; and the events of 
the day throughout the world point clearly 
enough to the subversion of all purely autocratic, 
despotic and personal governments, which are 
to be supplanted by the popular voice and the 
supreme will of tho majority. Is there any- 
thing in the memorials presented by the Japa- 
ness people to tho Miksdo, praying for national 
representation, that can be construed into a 
desire to overturn the anciont throne of the 
empire? It there is we havo not seen any- 
thing of it. On the contrary, all the me- 
morials breathe a spirit of love and res- 
pect for tho Mikako's person and throne, 
and ask in language of singular moderation for 
the grant of concessions not beneath a mo- 
narch's consideration if the interests and hap- 
piness of his people arc dear to him. Out 
upon these traitors to the great cause of 
Japanese freedom — these men who, devoid of 
any spirit of pure patriotism, seek to throw 
suspicion upon the endeavours of thoso who 
would strengthen their country and protect the 
throne and ita honours and privileges, by such 
a reform in thceyetem of government aa shall 
give to the men of modern Japan the rights 
and franchise of freemen, and make the cause 
of Japan the cause of every suhject of the 



Thk latest movo on tho political board for 
the settlement of tho nation's flnsncial diffi- 
culties ia, that tho people be called upon to 
come forward and pay off the foreign debt, 
which, it ia computed, would only entail a 
payment of 31 sen per head of the population ; 
and tho proposers of this scheme, who are 
private individuals, confidently assert that all 
who have the welfare of their country 
at heart would not hesitate to come forward 
with auch a trifling sum. 

Without going into the practicability or 
otherwise of the proposal to liquidate the foreign 
debt of the nation, we have no hesitation in 
saying that if tho government caused the public 
accounts to be audited by competent persona, 
and then issued a report in which the people 
could place implicit confidence, showing the 
real state of affairs, a call upon the nation to 
relieve them from their financial embarrass- 
ments would be spontaneously responded to 
from all parts of the country. But it is 
necessary for the people to be informed of the 
totsl amount of the nation's liabilities before 
they can bo expected to do much towards their 
liquidation. 



Tng telegram published to-day, 
the settlement of the dispute bete 
I and China, i« of world-wido interest and must 
I give universal satisfaction, excepting, perhaps, 
I to those turbultnt spirits in China who are 
i ready to risk everything to gratify their in- 
ordinate vanity. 

The terms of the settlement are not pub- 
licly known, but it may be taken for granted 
I that they are even more adverse and humilia- 
| ting to China than the treaty arranged by Chubo 
I How. A Tientsin correspondent of the JV.-C 
Utiilif .\>w* says it is rumoured that the condi- 
tions of the ultimatum sent by Russia to China, 
was to this effect :— " The old treaty to remain 
as arranged by Curtan How, to which the two 
following articles are to be added, vi/.. : that 
H. K. Cuc.Mi How shall be restored to all his 
ofhVea, honours and emoluments: aud that 
China shall indemnify Kussia for all the ex- 
penses of tho war to date." 

Recent events in a measure corroborate, the 
truthfulness of this rumour, forCucso How has, 
it is now well known, been liberated since tho 
ultimatum waa sent. And it is only reasonable 
lo suppose that Russia would demand pecuni- 
ary satisfaction for tho rejection by tho Chinese 
Government ol the C.u.u How treaty, and 
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of the expense she hM conse- 
quently been pot to. 

However, there win be no doubt of the 
Chinese hiring acted wisely in settling the 
dispute, even though the conditions may be 
(gainst them, rather thnn risk a conflict with 
their powerful neighbour. 

And now thst her foreign relatione nrc placed 
upon a more satisfactory footing, — for the 
present at all events, — it will bo necessary 
for China to turn hrr attention to tho settle- 
ment of domestic affairs, which appear to be 
completely disarranged. Site has made rather 
sn unfoi t Dilate commencement, howcTer, by 
issuing a decree against the ministers uf the 
Grand Coum-il lor alleged dilatoriness in the 
performance of their duties, and calling u;»oii 
the various Yumen concerned to decide on a 
suitable punishment. This decree is considered 
to be aimed chiefly nt the devoted head of 
Prixcr Kvho, who has incurred the displea- 
sure and consequent resentment of Pbiuck 
Ch'to. It seems likely that the Ministers 
; this attempt to degrade them : hut, 
or no, it is apparent to the most casual 
that the Chinese leading spirits are 
liore divided than ever, anil that irouhle is 
The revolutionary party are nsbum 



T** Niehi 2K*i Shinbun says that His 
Majesty the Mikado has had a private inter- 
view with his advisers ; and so secret were the 
proceedings kept that even His Majesty's aide- 
de-camp was not permitted to enter the 
apartment. It is supposed thst the subject 
under discussion was treaty revision. 

A coBRKsrotrDnrr of the Afainiehi Shinbun 
writing from St. Petersburg, does not appear 
to ho favourably impressed with the Czar's 
capital. He says that the winter is so severe 
as to rendor existence most miserable. More- 
over, fish and vegetables nre so Totlly that 
persons with limited incomes have to go 
without those luxuries of life. There is 
not a flower worth seeing; and tho 
only signs of approaching summer is dame 
nature clothing herself in preeti. The lan- 
guage is difficult : and though French and 
Oermnn are spoken in high circles, English 
is quite unknown. Altogether this 
much prefers Paris to St, Petersburg. 



dated, and therefore presented thorn with tho 
following testimonial. 

0. A 0. Steamer Oatiie, 

off Cape King, Japau, 
8spt. 5th, 1880. 

At a meeting of the saloon passengers of the 
Steamer Oatiie tho following resolutions ' 



ing a defiant attitude and causing uneasiness. 
We Moy expect to hear important intelligence 
i long. 



Tmu inhabitants of tho province of Tsuruga 
have beeu in a state or great trepidation of lstc 
in consequence of the heavy rains which have 
prevailed, to the great detriment of the grow- 
ing crops. However, tho weather seems to 
have cleared up in time to save the rice, and 
there is a prospect of an abundant harvest in 
that as well as in tho othor provinces through, 
out Japan. 

Ait enterprising Japanese in Tokio, Mr. 
Awochi, hss established au umbrella factory 
on rather an extensive seals, and is intending 
to export those useful articles to China and 
We wish him every success in his 



The Government are evidently intending to 
pursue a different course of action with the 
leading mal-contents in the provinces who 
clamour for the establishment of a Na- 
tional Assembly thnn they have done 
hitherto. They now offer them sugsr 
plums to keep them quiet ; that is, sppoint 
them to some government office in the ken 
where they reside. As cases in point, wo 
learu from the native papers that Messrs, 
Akiyama, Reija, Rhigeuuki, who recent- 
ly arrived in Tokio with a petition 
from the people of Miyagi ken, havo been ap- 
pointed oflioers of the Kencho in that pro- 
vince. The Uainiehi Shinbun pertinently asks 
if it is the intention of the government to find 
situations for sll persons who bring them 
petitions? If it is, they will soon have 



Tie native papers report that the construc- 
tion of a railway from Konagawa to Hakonc, 
thence to Shidzuoka, Miys, Aichi with a ter- 
minus at Otau in Shiga Ken, is under contem- 
plation. How the money to defray the cost of 
such a long line is to be raised does not appear 
to be satisfactorily explained, though some- 
thing is said about one hundred rich men 
having taken the matter in 



RsfxitftUto to a paragraph in last night's 
Japan herald, translated frosa the Hoehi Skin- 
b«N, stating that an engine was wrecked and 
the engineer killed near Tskalauki, upon the 
Kobe-Kioto railway, on the 20th ultimo, we 
find upon making inquiry at the railway 
office here, that the statement, like so many 
others in tho native newspapers, is without 
the slightest 



Tun A'lVAi A'icAi Shinbun snys that since the 
commencement of the agitation for a national 
assembly, both the lower and upper flosses of 
society, in all parts of the empire, have gra- 
dually had their eyes opened to the advantages 
likely to result to the nation from the estab- 
lishment of such an assembly. 



Stamuso and mysterious arc the rumours 
which reach Yokohama daily from the capital 
regarding the movements of the minislrv. 
Both tho (Vim/rt and Mainirht Shinbun of this 
morning refer lu excitement in Tokio over 
the hurried convention yesterday of the privy 
councillors at the private residence of h' 
excellency Sanjo, to consult on what are sup- 
posed to be matters of vital importance. The 
press mid people arc kept in sui-h total ignorance 
of tho business of the nation, however, that, 
for all they know to tho contrary, the privy 
councillors may havo simply been invited to 
dine with his excellency Sanjo. 



Rttolvtd . — That our thanks are due to the 
captain and officers of the good ship Gaelic for 
their universal courtesy and attention daring 
our very pleasant passage from San Francisco 
to Yokohama. 

Rttolvtd .— That tho elements combined 
with skilful navigation lo render our passago 
quick and pleasant, and wo look forward with 
regret lo its speedy termination. 

Rttolvtd :— That we shall always associate 
the trip with many pleasant recollections, and 
Impe that it may bo our good fortune to have 
our return passage on the same ship and under 
similar happy circumstsnces. 

Mrs. R. P. Bridgens. 

J. M. M. Clitx, Rear Admiral, U.8.N. 

Alfred Rowe. 
J. S. Anderson. 

C S. Cotton, Commander, TJ.S.N. 
W. L. Field, Lieutenant U.HJf. 
X. E. Mason, „ „ 

E. Simpson, Csdet Midshipmen TJ.8-N. 
W. Fruxlun. 

Chss. Gabon iss, Cadet Midshipman U.8.N. 

B, F. Lei per, „ „ „ 
M. C. Gorgss, ,. „ H 
M. Y. Perda. 

A. Cramer, Cadet Midshipman, U.SJI. 
W. F. Haason. C. Engineer, „ 
T. G- Dcncy, Cadet Midshipman, „ 

F. Swift. U.S.N. 

C. A. E. King, Cadet Engineer, TJ.S.N. 
W. J. Maxwell, Csdet Midshipman, U.SJL 
P R. Alger. 

J. Beale, ,, r ,, 
J. Thirsby, „ „ 
M. K. Eyr 

To Captain W. H. Kidlit, 

8. 8« Qotlic. 



Tub Korean 
practical man. He spends much of his time 
in visiting mechanical institutions, and is said 
to be much impressed with the arts of printing 
and photography. His visit to Japan, it is 
thought by the Japanese, will prove a lasting 
benefit, lo his country, as his intelligence 
enables him to see how much Korea is io the 
of civilization. 



A TU-KflKA* from HikonMo lo the native 

press slates lhat the country is overrun with 
locusts which are eating up everything green, 
lo tho dismay of tha people, who know not 
how to deol with this terrible plague which 
threatens them with famine. 



Tns Rifle Association competition for a pre- 
sented prize took piece on the 4th inst., the 
ranges being 300 snd 500 ysrds, 5 shots st 
each rsnge. The following is the score. 

Barnard 31 

Beretta 25 

Guisnuni _ 22 „ 

Douglas 22 „ 

Blund 21 

Herbert 21 „ 

Dare ... ............ 21 „ 

Geoghegau 13 „ 

MoUu 12 „ 



Tar O. & O. steamer Oatiie arrived in hnr- 
bour on the 5th inst. after a very quick passage, 
from San Francisco. The passengers on hoard 
thought it only due to the captain and officers 
of the vessel that they should know their 
kindness throughout the voysgo 



About a year ag-> an association was formed 
in London for the collection snd dissemination 
of information connected with Japanese art, 
history. language, literature, Ac., among the 
promoters ami piiroi* b?ing Sir Rothorford 
Alcork, Sir Charles DJke, Messrs. Hvds Clarke, 
R. K Douglas, and K J. Reed, Mr. C. J. 
Plbiindes, formerly of Yokohama, acting as 
secretary. 

Tho preliminary meetings of the " Nipon ■ 
Institute wero reported in several of the 
London papers, but of lste nothing has been 
heard of the association. 

The prospectus forwarded by post to num- 
erous residents of Japan is in itself a curiosity 
of literature : wo were going to say Japanese 
literature It opens by saying thst "A meet- 
in g ori.di...ud g eutl. 0 ,e n i.t«s.todiaJapw. 
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by kind permission of Hie Roval 
Asiatic Society, fit their room.," Ac The 
objects the promoters had in view were said to 
be,— "To bring into communication students, 
enquirers and admirers of the art," Ac. ■• To 
publish queries, notes, proceeding* and other 
interesting matter. To otherwise facilitate 
this branch of study and research hitherto 
neglected, and to open up its hidden wealth of 
treasure a* yet jo tittle known." 

The reporter of the routing declares wlial we 
are quite uuwilling to accept na trulh, u.unelv, 
that "Sir Rutherford Alcock, K.C.B., Ac., Ac., 
being called to the chair, explained at length 
the desirability of encouraging the enquiry 
antl study of Japanese art." Finally it w»a 
resolved "That this mcoting having heard the 
object! contemplated by Mr. Pfoundea ... . 
appoint a commit Ico ... to consider 
the best mode of giving effect to that 
object," Ac. The mover of this resolution 
adopted a somewhat in vol red form of expres- 
sion calculated to puzzle the ordinary reader. 
Later on the prospectus states there will be " s 
central itistilul'on." presumably in London, 
stud a "chief branch in Tokio." 

The last *e have heard of the "Nipon" 
Institute is a brief notice of a meeting held on 
July 30th, when several specimens of keramir 
art, and other Japanese treasures woro exhibit, 
cd. We should think the most interesting 
curiosities must have been : — 
" N. E. Grigsby, Esq., (late Legal Advertiser, 
Tokio) 

" T. Minami, Esq., Japanese Consul-Gcneral 
and Lady 

" T. Toinits, Esq., Japanese Charge-de-Affairs." 

A telegram from Osaka states that a gun- 
powder explosion has killed several people. 
— According to -the Mai Aidki Shinbun all 
the branch office* of the colonisation depart- 
ment are to bo abolished. — The application made 
by cerlais persons for the loan of 50.000 yen 
to ana Me tbeiu to start a cattle breeding farm 
has received the attention of the government, 
and there ia_a prospect of the application being 
English government have made 
of SCO yen to the Liuchooaos who 
> to the Glamorganshire when 
I was in distress off the coast of Taye- 



Mr. MsTstrDinu. an ex-governor of one of 
tho provinces, thinks he has discovered the 
solution to the financial problem which 
Mr. Okuma nnd his col- 
tor such a long limo past. He at- 
tributes the prrscnt financial depression to 
what is generally termed in the native psp rs 
" the adverse condition <>f trade.*' And tn 
assist in bringing the exports nnd imports on 
an cquili'y, Mr. Matsudairu ha* suggested, 
in a nnte to members of the Royal family, that 
a notification be published prohibiting the 
wearing of foreign apparel by officer* in th- 
employ of the government — except on cere- 
monial occasions. Such a prohibition Mr. 
Mntsndaira feels confident would restore the 
financial equilibrium. 

The suggestion in itself is undoubtedly an 
admirable one, lor n Japanese never looks more 
dignified or appears to greater advantage than 
when clad in his native costume; and there 
really is no reason why there should be any 
exception. But if Mr. Mntsndaira is under 
the impression that the carrying out of his 
idea would materially affect the financial 
question, he is mistaken. The value of kin- 
satsu would remain much the same ; and until 
some scheme is adopted by tho government 
which will raise paper currency to tho value 
of the coin it is supposed to represent, 
will not h 



I'auriez pus de nous, car none no vous la 

devons pas." Eh bien ! donnons-lenr la liberty 
tnut de mime, et no nous figuron* pas qu'a 
co marche-la nous aerons dupes. Nan ; U 
liberty CBt le grand dissolvnnt de tons les 
fnnntismes. En reolamnnt la liberie 



the financial difficulty 



t have been solved 




Fob some time past there have been rumours 
that the government intended disposing of 
the railway between Shinboshi and Yokohama. 
The Choytt Shinbun now announces ns an esta- 
blished fact that tho transfer of the line to 
some kwazoku will shortly take 
what conditions is not mentioned. 

Tub storm which visited Yokohama and 
other parts of Japan on the night of the 2.5lh 
August is reported to have done considerable 
to bridges, roads and rice fields in 
of the Southern districts. But the rain 
to have done more good than barm, 
for it effectually broke up the drought which 
has been threatening the farmers with famine 
for some lime past. Tho crops throughout 
Japan are now reported to be well advanced, 
and the people are looking forward to a bounti- 
ful harvest, and the prospect of a reduction in 
the cost of their staple food. We trust their 
hopes may be realised in this respect, but nro 
very much iuelincd to think that while paper 
n'ouey is so plentiful and cheap, tho working 
classes of Japan will ntiime toexperiei.ee the 
vicissitudes which now attend the deplorable 
condition of the finsi: s. 



As Christians of all denominations in this 
place are much astonished that the reasonable 
domand for sympathy of co-religionists re- 
cently mado by the Abbe" Marin has brought 
upon him an outrageous protest from French 
tni-ditant republicans, who refuse to givo to 
a priest any liberty of speech although, in 
one of the French papers published here, there 
is atrocious licence, wo roprint from M. Hrnest 
Ronan's recent London lectures an omphatw 
protest against the penal legislation nude 
which the Jesuits and other Catholic oongre 
(rations now suffer. M. Kenan's appeal fo 
liberty deserves respectful attention, th< 
more so because he is the first writer of 
France, the first Orientalist of the world, a 
republican, and a free-thinker. Wo commend 
his eloquent words to the more reasonable of 
the French community. 

" Votre grando et gloriouso Angleterre a 
rcsolu. Messieurs, la partie pratiquo de la 
question. Antant la solution theoriquo du 
probleme roligioux est impossible, antant il 
eat facilo do tracer la ligne do conduite que 
l'Etat et I'individu doivent snivre on pareille 
mattere. Tout se resume en un sent mot, 
Messieurs : libt'U: Quoi de plus simple ? La 
foi ne so commando pas ; on croit ce qu'on 
croit vrai ; il ne depend de person ne de tenir 
ponr vrai oe qu'il est nmene\ a tort on a 
raison, a trouver faux. Nier la liberty de 
pensor an droit d'expriraer co que Ton pense, 
il n'y a qu'nn pas. Car lo droit est le rneme 
ponr tous; je n'ai le droit d'interdiro a per- 
son ne d'exprimer son avis ; maia personno n'a 
1p droit do m'intcrdiro d'expriraer lo mien. 
VoilA niio theorio qui pnraitra bien humble 
anx docleurs transoendanta qui se croiont en 
possession de la veritu absolue. Nous avons 
sur eux nn grand avantago, Messioura. lis 
sont obliges, poor Aire consequents, d'etre 
persecntenrs ; A nons, il nous est pcrmis d'etre 
tolerants, tolorante pour tons, memo pour 
ceux qui, s'ils lo pouvaient, ne lo seraient pas 
poor nous. Oni, nitons jusqu'o ce paradoxe ; 
la liberie est !o meillcuro armo contra les 
enncmis do In libet tc. Qiiclquct fnnstiqnc* 
nous le diaent avec sinccrite : " Nous pro- 
nons la liberte de vous, parco que vous nona 
la deves d'aprea to* principea ; mats 



inon onnorai, pour eelui qui me supprimerait 
s'il en avail le ponvoir, je lui faia on realit* 
le pins manvais cadenn. Je I'oblige A boiio 
un lireuvage fort, qui lui tournem la tetc, 
temli* <)ue inoi jo ganlerai la mionns. La 
science sup|v>i'te l« regime viril do In liberty-, 
le fanatistne, la superstition no le H« portent 
pas. Nous raiaons plos de tort au dogmu- 
tismo en le traitant avec une implacable 
douoonr qu'en le pcrseenUnt; par cctto dou- 
ceur nous inculqunn* lo principo memo qai 
eon|w> tont dngniatismo par la base : anv<<ir 
qne tonte controvcrso mftaphysiquc est st/rile 
et qu'on oet onlrc In verito poar clncun oat 
co qu'il oroit entrevoir. L'easentiel n'eftt 
done pas de fsiro Uiiro nn ensoignemcnt 
dangoronx, deteindro telle voix discordant* ; 
I'uasotitiel ust do mettro 1'esprit bninain dans 
un 6tat ou la masse voie 1'inutilito do cea 
colerea. Quand cct esprit devient l'atrans- 
phere de la societe, le fanatique ne trouve 
prcsqne plus a vivre. II est vaincu lui-mome 
par la raol lease generate. Si, an liou de fuire 
conduiro Polyeocte nu supplies, le magistrat 
remain I'eut renvoye en aonriant et en lui 
aerraut amicalomont la main, Polyeucte u'out 
pas recommence ; pcut-etro memo, sur sc» 
vieux jours, efit-il ri do sou osoapado et fiit-il 
devonu un homme de bon aens." 



The .Vainichi 5Ainoun.hu a lotter dated 19th 
ulto., from Fusan, Korea, which state* s* follows : 
At 1 a.m. on the 1st iustant, the Italian cor- 
vette Vettor Pisani, arrived here : she brought 
his highness the duke of Genoa, English consul 
of Shanghai, and a merchant from Kobe. There 



lis. 



no difficulty made on 
el as sho visited here a 
tout the object of the 



i arrival of ths 
i a simple cruise 
Americans and 
French. But as an Italian merchant vessel was 
caught in a heavy gale on the coast of Seishiu, 
the Korean officers assisted her very 
so h : s hiz 



Korea, 
much, 
to tht 
tancc. 
pb 



hues* sent a letter of thanks 
government, but it was refused aceep- 
It is said that this letter was drawn 
the English consul of Shanghai, and it 
was in pure Chi iese style. On the 3rd ulto., 
tho Duke of Genoa was entertained by our 
consul (Japanese). Tho dinner was of native 
Korean cookery. The duke was accompanied 
by the commander of the Vettor Pitnni, English 
consul of Shanghai, and others, the entertain- 
ment took place at the consulate and the duke 
wo* very much pleased. On tho 7th August 
the VeWtr firnni left here for Vladivoatock. 
it is said that she met the ChUo* Mm 

envoy to Japan., 
i-tcxm urrived from ( 
14th — The houses in that port ere now habit- 
able and traffic is flouriahitvg. The climate is 

cool. 




The following Imperial Decree 
on the llHh instant .—" Owing to the ex- 
ceeding difficult state of tho times and of 
affairs, decree* have repeatedly lieen issued 
calling upon the Ministers of tho Grand 
Council to advise and assist [Us] stall times 
and to guard strenuously against dilatoriness ; 
but of late tho Ministers have delayed the 
transaction of business and it is impossible 
for them to decline responsibility. Let the 
various Yatntms concerned decide on a suit- 
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Reports. 



YOKOHAMA AMATEUR ROWIXQ CLUB. 



Ad extraordinary meeting of tho Yokohama 
' Rowing Club took placo yesterday 
at tho Oraud Hotel. 



Prsesot were General Van Baren, Messrs. 
Rickett. Uaielwood, Litchfield, O. M. Dare, 
Dodds, If itehell, Glennie, Pla) fair, Love, Cope, 
Hepburn, Bernard, Herbert, Leckie, Gordon, 
Butt, Wood, Hunt, Boag, Lovell, Lewis, Pag- 
ner, Anderson, Allcock, Whitraore, Walter, 
Churchill. 

Mr. Litchfield occupied tho chair. 

The Hod. Secretary Mr. Wood read the 
minutes of the last general meeting. 

Mr. Litchfield then aaid that tho meeting 
hid been called to hear report of progress 
with regard to the committee's endeavours to 
obtain a new site for a boat-house. The 
committee had at once directed its efforts to 
obtain a site on the French Hatoba. Through 
the kindness of Messrs. Jardine, Matheson A 
Co., tho Club had been provided with tem- 
porary accommodation on the Benten hatoba. 
Through the untiring support of tho consular 
body the club at last obtained that part of tbo 
eastern hatoba where the godown now stands. 
The lease has not yet been executed ; it will 
bo for a space of 190 tsubo on tho eastern 
part of tbe hatoba, for a term of one year, 
with six months notice. The lease will be 
drawn in favour of two members of the club 
as trustees, and the names of the speaker 
and of Mr. Rickett havo been sent in. 
It is understood that any building which the 
club ia going to put up on tho hatoba shall be 
coterminus with the present godown on the 
hatoba. Some objections raised by landroo- 
ters opposite had— he wae happy to say- 
been dropped. Mr. Litchfield now produced 
draughts of the proposed buildings, and de- 
clared his readiness to hear the views of 
the members present. He proposed to utilize 
the present godown as it stands by raising the 
walls 2 to 3 feet : thereby they will obtain a 
lower story, about 7 feet high, and a second 
story for dressing rooms with a flat roof. 
Towards tbe sea front there will be a verandah. 
There ia a proposition to have a floating stage 
with a bathing house on it, moored about 
200 yarda from the shore, if it can be moored 
Dearer to the shore, connection with tho shore 
may be established by means of a bridge, 
otherwise, of course, it will bo by boat 

Mr. Litchfield's remarks were received with 
applause. 

In answer to Mr. Playfair, Mr. Litchfield 
said that ho bad received a rough estimate of 
expenses amounting to about 92,000. For 
tbe floating atage and bathing hoose, however, 
he had no estimate. 

It was proposed by Mr. Walter and second- 
ed by Mr. Gordon, that the present godown be 
pulled down as affording too scanty accommo- 
dation, and tho materials be utilized in build- 
ing another and more spacious bungalow. 

Carried ntm. eon. 

Mr. Litchfield aaid that until the new lease 
had been signed, no work can be commenced. 
He wanted to know whether the meeting then 
would want a now general meeting called, or 
whether it would appoint a select committee, 
to whom tbe present committee might apply 
for power to raise money, soy SJ2.500, ou do- 



Mr. Wslter proposed, that the present com- 
mittee be authorized to raise $2,000 on de- 
bentures and, if necessary, add two or three 
members to their number. 

Tho proposal was duly aeconded and carried 



A vote was then taken for filling Mr. 
Hall's place on the committee, and Mr. Baehr 
was elected. 

Mr. Litchfield gave notice that at the next 
general meeting an amendment will be pro- 
posed to rule No. 11. 

With a vote of thanks to the committoo for 
tho satisfactory manner in which they had 
fulfilled their task to procure a aite for a 
the mooting 



The return match of " first eleven and 
twenty-two " of the Yokohama Cricket Club 
was played on Saturday (1 1th), tho result of tho 
first match being reversed. Tbe play on both 
sides was better than we have seen this season, 
and in tbo fielding generally there was a mark- 
ed improvement. Mr. Milne proved a very effi- 
cient captain for the twenty-two and bad all 
his men well placed. The scores were not 
very large on cither side ; Mr. Litchfield 
being the only one of the twenty-two who 
got into double figures. His play was re- 
markably good and tbe " sky " over tho pavilion 
was the longest hit that has ever been made on 
this ground. Tho bowling of Mr. Abbott aud Dr. 
Wheeler was far above the average and on the 
other side we notice that Mr. Stephens hss eight 
wickets to his credit. Mr. Abbott played a 
slashing and brilliant innings for 33, and was 
well supported by Mr. Barlow who scored 14 
by shrewd and careful play. Mr. Hearne 
caught Mr, Sutter in first rato style and proved 
himself to be a really good man to depend on. 

It is probable that tbe final mateh will be 
played next Saturday. The score is ss 

follows:— 



Thb El 

Strange, b. Stephana 10 

Trcvethick, c. Hoarne, b. Stephens I 

Harlow, b. Stephens 14 

Wbwler, l>. Stephens 1 

MollUoo. b. Stephens 0 

Abbott, e. D' Almeida, b. Hearne 38 

Sutter, o. Heaxne, b- Stephens 2 

Dodds, c. Kilby, b. Hoarne 3 

Thomson b. Stephens 0 

Hutchison, not out 4 

Cobden, b. Stephens 0 

"yes.. 3 

Wide* l 

Total 72 



X tttr Reports 



Stephens, run oat • 

D' Almeida, b, Abbott 6 

Heairne, b. Abbott I 

Ritchie, b. Cobden , ..4... 4..... U 

Daviee.b. Strange .... 

C. D. Moss, b. Abbott 1 

Litchfield, b. Abbott 10 

E. J. Moss, o. Sutter, b. Strange 1 

F. A. Cope, b. Abbott 9 

Herbert, c. flutter, b. Wheeler 6 

Milne, b. Wheeler 4 

Kilby, b. Wheeler 0 

Uloti. b. WtuMler 0 

Vivantl, c. Travsthick, b. Wheeler 6 

Shand, c. Cobden, b. Sutter 3 

Iloag, b. Sutter 0 

Max well, run out 4 

Talbot, b. Wheeler S 

Hodjftja, run oat 1 

Richmond, e. Thomson, b. Sutter 1 

Powjb, not ou t 2 

Loxtea, b. Wheeler 1 

ByeB 

k^J? 0^80. • IMtSIMMtNSSH *M MS ^ 

^ KisJW • «••«>••• mi $ 

Total 84 



in THB U. 8. CoXSITLAIt-GESrERAL CotJBT. 



Before Geo. T. B. Vah Bukkn, OontuUO«»eral, 

Messrs. A. S. Fobes and E. B. Smith, Aim— on. 

Tueiday, September 7 th, 1880. 

Siu.net M. Smith of San Francisco by bis 
attorney F. C. Sprouts versus Isaac Bosh 
and August Lakofbldt. 

(Adjourned from the lit Jidy last.) 

Plaintiff asked for judgment against tbe 
dofendant Isaac Bush for 924,460 with in- 
terest ; that the defendant be arrested and 
examined touching bis indebtedness and all 
his property attached and seised, and that 
tbo defendant August Langfeldt be required 
to render an account of the goods taken pos- 
session of by hint. 

Mr. Hill appeared for plaintiff, Mr. Litch- 
field for defendant Bosh, 
feldt appeared personally. 

His Honour stated that be had I 
report to tbe 




Ball*. Runs. M«M»a Wickets. Wide Balls 

Abbott 85 34 T" 5 1 

Strango 75 1G 5 2 3 

Wheeler 47 10 2 7 0 

Sutter 40 12 2 3 2 

Dowutfb Axai/tsis. — IVkktt-Two. 

Stephens 88 34 T 8 1 

Hoarno 70 24 6 2 0 

Davis 10 10 0 0 0 



opinion of 
found any « 

matter of Idntattu, the transaction ia 
does not appear in tho books at all. 

Mr. Hill aaid that ho had now i 
from San Francisco all the original I 
the assignments on them to plaintiff, which 
he now produced. Ho was also ready to 
produce witnossoe in regard to tho alleged 
kituatsu transaction. 

Mr. Litchfield observed that it appeared 
from an affidavit filed in a suit in tbe 
supreme court in May last, that two of the 
largest bills against dofondant Bush's estate 
had boon assigned not to tho plaintiff Mr. 
Sidney Smith but to a trading company of 
wbioh Sidney Smith is partner, and that 
proceedings bad been instituted in the 
United States to recover those amounts. 

His Honour observed that the papers pro- 
duced by Mr. Litchfield are only unauthenti- 
ted copies, bnt that the claims covered bj 
tbom will bo held under .advisement until it 
can be shown if such an action is now ponding 
in the supreme court of tho state of New 
York, county of Stewben. 

Mr. Hill said that the onus of proof in tbe 
kinsatsu speculation is on tho dofendant, 
and ho wanted to know if defendant Bush 
sinco the adjournment had procured any. 

Mr. Litchnold stated that the Kenrui had 
been requested to discover the broker men- 
tioned by defendant Busb, but without 
result. 

His Honour observed that ho had himself 
received an official communication from the 
Ksnrsi with regard to tbe broker mentioned 
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THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 



127 



I 

by Bnih : the Kenrei states that there was 
only on* person of that name, a small broker, 
who utterly denied baring had anything to 
do with Bush. 

Ia reply to his Honour Mr. Litchfield said 
that he, in the kiiuattu transaction, haa no 
other evidence whatsoever to offer than the 
aworn testimony of the defendant Bash. 

Mr. Hill said that his own personal inves- 
tigations had discovered a small broker of the 
name mentionod by Bnsh, and he wanted 
that man summoned and examined in Conrt. 
He now offered to prove that the onus of 
proof is on defendant. 

His Honour observed that he scarcely could 
see the use of that as defendant's sworn 
testimony stood uncontradicted, which makes 
it proof. Plaintiff's counsel has shown that 
defendant has been in possession of a certain 
amount of money, which defendant admits 
but alleges different ways in which he has 
disposed of that money. 
Mr. Hill called as witness : 
Morris Biber, who was sworn and said in 
reply to questions put by Mr. Hill : — At the 
end of last December and until March this 
year I have speculated largely in kintattu. 

Mr. Hill called on witness to produce his 
memorandums on these transactions, and the 



Before Gemiul Thos. B. Van Bukin, 



Messrs. Husskt and Pauley, Juk., Atttttor*. 

Friday, September lOlh, 1880. 

Mrrsr Bishi Mail Steam Ship Company 
vert us 

PAciric Mail Steam Ship Company. 
(Adjourned from the 28th Jnly.) 



court ordered 
Monday. 

Mateumoto, a Japat 
said that he appeared h 
kijiro, another exchange 
summoned to appear h 
ill. A gentleman nan 
to Takijiro's place aski 
had had anything to 
$aUu transactions and t 
appear in this court. 

Asked to point oat Bibish 
ness points at Mr. Bush. 

Witness continued : — I was 



witness to bring them noxt 



oxchange-broker, 
for Mitsutane Ta- 
lker, who had been 
to-day, but who is 
Bibish had been 
whether Takijiro 
with Bush in iin- 
nskod Takijiro to 



when Bush visited Tak 



in court, wit- 
not present 
jiro ; I have only 
known Takijiro since Juno this year I know 
nothing about Bush. 

Iraadate, a member of the exchange 
alios La, and present chief of a commercial 
firm, said : — I am familiar with the trans- 
actions of the shosha — since its establish- 
ment. There is a record kept showing 
the transactions of each individual with 
the shosha. According to Japanese law 
it ia not lawful to speculate in kintaltu 
outside the shosha to amounts above 91,000. 
1 am familiar with the brokers who have 
done business with the shosha daring the 
last year. I know Mitsutane Takijiro; he 
kept a small exchange-office in nativo town. 
Whether Takijiro was doing business with the 
shosha daring last winter, I 
without 

; to examine the books 
i Court to-mor- 
row with regard to Takijiro's doings du 
December last, January and February 

'"The court directed witness to attend Mon- 
y, the 13th instant at 10 a.m. 

i continued : — Foreigners only do 
at the shosha through Japanese 
ers. It is not knowu to the shosha who 
the foreign principals of the Japanese brokers 
are. I know neither Mr. Bush nor Mr. 
Biber. 

Suzuki Matashi, a Japanese in tho employ 
of a general dealer in Benten-dori, who is 
also an exchange broker, said : I know 
Mitsutane Takijiro since the beginning of this 

rmr. I saw him frequently at the shosha. 
know nothing of tho extent of his bosinoss. 
Cms adjourned until Monday, the 13th 
instant at 10a.m. 



positively without consn 
I think so. I sm willing U 
and state the results in 



I cannot say 
tho books, but 



Junng 



This was a cUim for 95,000 with interest 
at the rate of 10 per cent, annually from 
14th January, 1877, until paid, money alleged 
to bo duo for carrying the United States 
mails from Shanghai to Yokohama in the 
steamship Nevada in January 1877. 

Mr. Kirkwood appeared for the plaintiffs, 
Mr. Hill for the defendants. 

Mr. Kirkwood renewed his application for 
a commission to take evidonce. 

His Honor said that be first wanted all the 
testimony available. 

Mr. Kirkwood oalled as witness 
Mr. Iwasaki Yauoski, who- was examined 
through a Japanese interpreter. 

Witness said -. — I am geueral manager of 
tho M. B S. S. Co., furnished by my brother 
Iwasaki Yataro with full anthority. Iwa- 
saki Yataro is proprietor of the Mitsu Bishi 
Stoam Ship Company. With regard to the 
execution of tho contract of 16th October, 
1875, between plaintiffs and defendants, I had 
some conversation with the defendants, on 
two occasions. Present were Messrs. Center, 
Irwin, my brother and myself. Mr. Center 
represented the Pacific Mail Company, he 
and Mr. Irwin had proposed to tho Mitsu 
Bishi Company to buy the steamer Nevada 
and the Pacific Mail Company's property in 
Shanghai. The conversation turned upon the 
transfer of the Nevada ; as the Pacific Mail 
Company had a contract with tlieTJ.S. Govern- 
ment for carrying tho Shanghai mails the 
Pacific Mail Company desired that tho Neva- 
da should continue under the American 
flag carrying the said mails until the 31st 
December, 1876. The Nevada was then to 
bo transferred to the Mitou Bishi Company 
on the 1st January, 1877. This conversation 
took place at my house in Tokio about 
two or three weeks before the contract 
was signed between the parties. I never 
myself saw the contract between the TJ. S. 
Government and tho Pacific Mail Company ; 
only Mr. Center and Mr. Irwin told me that 
snch a contract was in existence. Nothing 
was said about any number of months during 
which the Nevada wsa to carry the mails ; 
the only point made was that the transfer 
should take place on the 1st January, 1877. 
There was another conversation at No. 14, 
Yokohama two or 
tract was signed. 
Center, Irwin, Ness and myself. Nothing 



going to 
The dista 



had already been settled. Mr. 
Center told me again that the steamer was 
to bo banded over on the 1st January, 1877. 
—I consider 9500 per day a fair oharge for 
the detention of Ncvaila. I could not charter 
the Nevada for less than 915,000 per mouth. 
I think 94.00 per nautical mile a fair rate for 
carrying mail between Yokohama and Shang- 
hai. The distance is 1,200 miles. My 
reason for fixing tho charge at 94.00 
per mile is that tho Mitsu Bishi Com- 
pany receives that remuneration from the 
Japanese Government for carrying mails 
to tho Boniu Islands. Tho Boom con- 
tract is separate from the rest of tho 
tho 



Bonin and back we receive 93,000. 
i co each way is about 500 miles. 
We make 3 trips a year. We are bonnd to 
furnish a steamer of not lees than 200 tons 
burden. We have no fixed date, but must 
send once every four months, and give duo 
notice beforehand to tho Post Office- 
Mr. Hill, demanded that the cross-exami- 
nation should bo carried on without the 
intervention of any interpreter as he knew 
that the witness was perfectly able to under- 
stand and express himself in tho English 
language. The witness resisted the demand, 
and the Conrt rated that the cross-examina- 
tion should be carried on in the same way as 
the examination in chief. 

Witness said in oroas-oxami nation : — Mitsu 
Bishi receives a subsidy from the Japanese 
Government. The payment on the Boniu 
contract is mado in $attu. No change was 
mado when eaUu were at their lowest as 
compared with dollars. The contract was 
made about 4 years ago : I have never paid 
any attention to the rate of taitu • I cannot 
say whether tattu were ovor at 60 per cent, 
discount. The oxsCt distance to the Bonin 
islands I may got from the map or the ships' 
logs. I don't know the number of inhabi- 
tants of the Bonins, bat whea oar steamer 
goes every fourth month there is cargo 
enough for tho colony to fill the ship. I 
can't say whether tho trips would havo paid 
for the company, if it had not bad tho 
Government subsidy. As to the Shanghai 
line I can't say, whether the freight-money 
and passage-money received on the tine 
would pay the company, if it wore not for 
tho Government subsidy. The subsidy on 
the Shanghai line is not paid exactly ia pro- 
portion to the distance but the distance is of 
course a factor. The subsidy on the Shang- 
hai line is 200,000 paper yen a year. The 
company keeps 4 steamers on the Shanghai 
lino ; there is made about 50 trips to and fro 
every year, that is about one a week. There 
has been several extra-steamers run daring 
the past year to the intermediate ports. The 
Shanghai steamers are bound to take the 
mails offered to them by the Imperial Post 
Office. — (Copy of contract 16th Oct. 1875 
shown to witness.) Mr. Iwssaki Yataro's 
signature to the original contract was in 
Japanese. 

Mr. Kirkwood appealed to Mr. Hill how 
far it was fair to ply witness with questions, 
the answers to which would divulgo the 
Company's affairs through tho newspapers. 

Cross-examination continued : — Mr. Iwa- 
saki Yataro is owner of the Mitsu Bishi 
Company, and also the managing director of 
the Company. The Milan Bishi Company 
is called a company, but it does not consist 
of many persons. The Japanese word used 
by my brother when he signed the contract 
was: Yubiu fcuen MiUu Bithi Kaitha cha, 
which is tho way in whioh he signs all docu- 
ments. Yubin means mails, fcuen moans 
steamer, kaitha means company, eho means 
head. Kaitha in one sense may mean a com- 
pany of many shareholders ; in another 
sense a business honse where many people 
are employed. I can't say whether my 
brother would have entered the contract on 
tho same terms, if he had known that the 
company was expected to carry one mail 
from Shanghai after the 1st Jaunary, 1877. 
The Nevada was on the I st January 1877 
and up till that time entirely under the 
contract of tho Mitsu Bishi Company's 
officers. There was no agrc -nent in what 
lace the transfer shonU be ettected, whether 
parte or in Japan. No officer 
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was authorised to receive the transfer or bill 
of sate in a place outside Japan, bat such an 
appointment on old hare been made at any 
time by ray brother if required. 
Adjourned until 1.30 p.m. 

The court resumed its sitting at 1.30p.in. 
Mr. Hill said that the defendants had now 
received from New York an authenticated ] 
copy of tho contract between the United I 
States government and the Pacific Mail Com- 
pany, which he offered to the court in oaae 
plaintiff* did not produce the original as I 
they had been desired to do. 

Cross-examination of Mr. Iwasaki by Mr. I 
Hill continued : — Nobody was authorised to 
receive tlto transfer of the Nevada outside 
Ja|i&u. On the 1st January, 1877, the Nevada | 
was on her way from Kobe to Shanghai. If. 
she on arriving at Shanghai, had left again 
for Yokohama with all possible speed, 
oho might hare been back in Yokohama 
7 days after her arrival in Shanghai. If 
she arrived in Shanghai on the 4th January, 
1S77, ho might consequently have been back 
in Yokohama on tho 11th January. When 
I formerly said that I considered $15,000 
a month a fair price for tho charter of 
Nevada, I gave that price becauso I had 
already stated that I considered $500 a day 
a fair charge for her detention, but I would 
not givo the Nevada in charter even for 
$20,000 a month. When the Nevada started 
on her last trip to Shanghai on the 27th 
December, 1876, that trip was as far as I 
know not included in tho obligations assumed 
by the Mi ten Bisbi Company by the contract 
of 16th October, 1875. because the Nn ada 
was to be turned over to tho Mitsn Bisbi 
Company on the 1st January, and the 
Pacific Mail Company might have dotained 
her hero a fow days and completed tho trans- 
fer on the 1st January, but to accommodate 
the Pacific Mail Compauy we let the Nevada 
go on the 27th December. 



> court is of 

, that the Mitau Bishi Company was 
bound to carry that mail to Shanghai, bnt it 
doea by uo means follow tbat it was bound 

• to 



Cross-examination continued t — I have road 
Mr. Bramsen g evidence in this court in the 
newspapers, and also Mr. Irwin's. I am by 
do means of tbo opinion of these gentlemen 
tbat it was an understanding between the 
two companies that the Nevada should carry 
the Shanghai mails 15 round trips. I do 
not care whether Mr. Bramsen has said so in 
court or not ; there was no snob understand- 
ing, the contract was limited by the date of 
the 81st December 1876, not by any number 
of trips. 

The Conrt here ordered Mr. Kirkwood at 
the request of Mr. Hill to desist from con- 
stantly interrupting the cross-examination : If 
Mr. Kirkwood has any objection to the cross- 
questions put by Mr. Hill, Mr. Kirkwood 
may rise and address his objections to the 
Court in propor form. 

Cross-examination continued : I did not 
try to find out what was the contents of the 
contract between the U.S. government and the 
Pacific Mail Company. Mr. Center and Mr. 
Irwin told mo that it was a contract for carry- 
ing mail. My brother Iwasaki Yataro lives in 
Tokio. 

Re-examined by Mr. Kirkwood : My bro- 
ther Yataro does not understand or speak 
English well. Mr. Irwin acted as interpreter 
of Japanese. The 200,000 yen snbeidy are 
only for tho through steamers to Shanghai, 



not for those extra-steamers which only 
proceed to one of tho intermediate ports. 
When that contract was mado paper yen 
were nt 3 per cent discount. 

Re-cross-examiued by Mr. Hill : — There 
are separate contracts for carrying tho mails 
to Kobe and Nagasaki only. 

Mr. Kirkwood said he had no more wit- 
nesses to produce until the court has issued 
its commission for taking evidence. 

His Honour observed that although ho 
considers that the plaintiffs have a light to 
ask for a commission and have sworn that the 
ovidenco to bo taken is important, he shall 
not issue a commission until he hsa heard 
every piece of testimony now available. 
Kor if tho court should come to the conclu- 
sion that according to the literal terms of the 
contract, the same is to be considered finish- 
ed on the 31st December, 187G, it would bo a 
useless expense to have a commission. 

Mr. Hill now offered in cvidonee an au- 
thenticated copy of the original contract be- 
tween tho U. S. government and the P. M. Co. 
for carrying tho United States mail from 
San Frnnciwco to Hongkong with n branch 
lino from Yokohama to Shanghai, and back, 
dated the 1st June, 1872. This he said is 
the contract referred to in the contraot upon 
which this present snit is brought. 

Mr. Kirkwood objected that the authen. 
tioation of the copy by tho U. S. Postmaster 
General is defective, being an office-copy and 
not n judicial copy, and that there is no 
proof that tho original is not forthcoming. 

The Court sustained the objection. 

Mr. Hill wanted the plaintiffs to show 
what steps they had taken to produoe that 
original contract. 

Mr. Kirkwood replied, that the plaintiffs 
had taken no steps, as they were not interest- 
ed in producing that contract. 

Mr. Hill observed that in his opinion the 
issue of this law suit is whether the time or 
the service is the essence of the contract be- 
tween the parties. In his opinion there is a mis- 
take orinadvortoncy iu stating the time, and 
the ease nee of the contract is the service, which 
he intended to prove by the contract between 
the U. S. Government and the P.M.S.S. Co., 
referred to in the contract between the 
partios. Ho intondod now to examine Mr. 
Harmand, and be should liko Mr. Iwsaaki 
Yataro to be summoned as witness. He 
had expected that the latter would have 
been brought forward by the plaintiffs. 

Mr. Harmand, sworn : — I am in the P. M. 
S. S. Company, and have been in their em- 
ploy for six or seven years (Papers produoed 
by Mr. Hill). These are reports from cap- 
tains and pursers of steamers, while running 
the Shanghai line in the service of the P. M. 
S. S. Company. There are also some letters 
from Mr. Bryan of the Imperial Post Office. 
The captains reports refer to distanoes run, 
dates of arrivals, consumption of coal, Ac. 
Mr. Bryan's letters refer to postage due to 
the Company for carrying Japanese mails be- 
tween hero and America. 1 idontify hand- 
writings atid signatures. 

Mr. Kirkwood objected to tho witness hav- 
ing in his hands any papers, with reference 
to which ho is to testify, any further than for 
the purpoeo of identification. 

Mr. Hill said he wanted to establish the 
dates of the Nevada's tripe, the distances 
run, the remuneration received from tho U. 
S. Government, and the amount of expenses 
during the month of October, 1875. 

It 



was finally agreed that the witness should be 

examined on the papers, without the 1 
being put in evidence. 

Examination continued -.—The amount t 
appears as duo to P. M. S.S. Co. for two trips 
betweeu Japan and U.S. from 1st January to 
30th Jnue, 1875, was 241 paper yen ; the next 
amount from 1st Jnly to 30th September, 

1875, for two steamers was yen 134.83, 
again from 1st January to 30th March, 

1876, for 8 trips yen 595 Ac, Ac. up 
till tho end of December, 1879. The dis- 
tauoo between Yokohama and San Fran- 
cisco is about 4,700 miles. The last mail 
from Shanghai was carried by the P.M.S.S. 
Co. in the latter end of January, 1877. The 
average daily expense of the Nevnda on a 
round trip to Shanghai, including the lying 
in port, was about $240. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Kirkwood : — The 
postege due to the P. M. S. S. Co., from the 
Japanese Government for carrying mails was 
calculated by tho weight of tho mails. There 
waa no fixed date proscribed for our de- 
parture. At that time we bad no subsidy 
from the United States Government; we 
never had any contract with the Japanese 
Govornmont for carrying thair mails to the 
United States. They sent their mails on 
board, and we carried them as a matter of 
course and they paid us what they liked. 

Mr. Sam Bryan, sworn : I am director of 
tho Imperial Japanese Post Office in Yoko- 
hama. The Hongkong government pays $25 
per steamer for carrying mails to Yokohama 
and San Francisco. The basis for remunera- 
tion paid by the Japanese government up tilt 
the 1st January, 1880, to the Pacific Mail Co. 
was 0 cents per ounce of letter mail, and 6 
cents per pound of paper mail. There was 
no agreement about that compensation, it was 
based upon a law of the U. S. which was in 
operation until tho commencement of 1875. 
The Japanese mails brought from Shanghai 
here on the Nevada were included in I 
sent us to tho United States. 

Adjourned until Tuesday tho 14th 
at 10 a.m. 



, September Wth, 1880. 

so? 



ate JjlBdixe, 



Richard P. Bridoexs. 

Tho plaintiffs stated in their petition tbat 
they had leased lot No. 81-* to defendant for 
a monthly rent of $100, that they on the 
29th June last gave defendant notice to quit 
at the end of noxt month, and that there 
was then due to them $500 in rent for the 
months February to June, for which arrears 
they distrained on the 10th Jnly, when the 
net proceeds of the sale amounted to $215.30. 
They now asked that dofondant bo ordered to 
deliver up to them tho promisee No. 81-*. and 
to pay $384 balance of rent due for the 
months February to July, that he be further 
ordered to pay $100 per month for the occupa- 
tion of tho premises after tho 31st July, and 
to pay the plaintiffs $250 damages and the 
costs of this suit. 

Defendant in his answer denied all know- 
ledge of the Societe Immobiliere and said tbat 
he had purchased his lease from Messrs. 
Chartron in Lyons, and was not a monthly 
tenant. He claimed 8 weeks to remove the 
buildings, and white ho admitted the arrears 
be alleged that the distress sate had brought 
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a larger amount than stated by plaintiffs, and 
be demanded that the soil be dismissed. 

Mr. Kirkwood appeared for plaintiffs, 
defendant appeared in person. 

Mr. Keswick's testimony which bad been 
taken in this 
for Shanghai, 



swicx s irsumony wnicn uau wen 
bis court previous to bis departure 
jhai, was prodoeed by Mr. Kirk- 
road (S follows : — 



Monday, September 13th, 1880. 

complaint against the oaptain 
i American ship Ellen Good- 



l Koawick swoni : hint 
partner in the firm of Jnrdinc Matheson A 
Co., I leave for Shanghai on the 1st Septem- 
bar, and it is uncertain whether I ever will re- 
turn to Yokohama. Plaintiffs are the present 
owDeim of No. 81, and our firm is by tliem 
authorised to manage the property. (Paper 
shown). This is the power of attorney 
from plaintiffs to us ; (another paper 
shown) this is the original title deed from 
the Japanese government to Cbartron aonior. 
(Further document produced). This is the 
deed of transfer from Chartron to plaintiffs. 
I conducted the purchase on behalf of the 
plaintiffs. Defendant then occupied part of 
lot No. 81 called 81-a. I am not aware that 
he bold any lease, I have always oonsidered 
him a monthly tenant. He paid $100 a 
month. Bp till the and of last January. 
In July this year I instruoted my coun- 
sel to distrain for the rent due from defen- 
dant, and also gave notice to defendant, that 
his tenancy should cease at the end of July. 
I wished to get rid of defendant because I 
wanted to get rid of the class of tenants 
he kept on the premisea and because be 
was mostly always intoxicated. The pre- 
mises were in a disgraceful state, and 
I could get do not. I bave seen defen- 
dant twice ainoe July and he has promised to 
pay, but has not done so. I do not recognize 
that he has any claim to tho buildings on 
lot No 81. Towards the end of July f sent 
» letter to defendant asking him to deliror 
over the premises on the 2nd or 3rd August 
(Defendant admitted having received that 
letter). But defendant made no reply. I 
gave notice to all the tenant* on the premises 
that defendant's occupancy had ceased. 

Mr. Kirkwood stated that defendant has 
paid rent to plaintiffs, and oannot now dispute 
their competency. Mr. Keswick's testimony 
also proves that defendant is » monthly 
luu&nL To meet defendant's exoeptiou as to 
the net proceeds of the distress sale be pro* 
daced sales account and accounts of disburse- 
ments, which show $205.90 ia band to the 
credit of defendant 

Cross-examined by defondant : — Mr. Kes- 
wick has sworn that you paid rent monthly ; 
he informed you in my presence in my office 
that the reason why he wanted to dispossess 
you was the disreputable state in which you 
kept the premises, thftt be could never find 
you, that you were constantly intoxicated 
and incapable, that ho could see no prospect 
of getting his rent and that bo wanted to 
clear out tbe disreputable places which you 
permitted to exist on the premises. 

said he produced the 
!er to himself dated '21st 

y, 1874. 

Mr. Kirkwood objected to tbe lease as 
being neither the original nor a certified 
oopy. 

Defendant '.n> \ that he had received the 
oopy of the lease in Mr. Dickins' office 

Ue was directed by tho Court to apply at 
the French Consulate for a certified copy of 
the lease. 

wljournod until Wednesday, 15th 



This was a 

•and mate of t) 

tyfi<I for ill treatment of tho crew. 

William von Collins, sworn : — On Sunday 
morning the 27th August I was at. the wheel 
steering by the wind. It was raining 
heavily, and as I had no south-wester on the 
rain blindod me, und the ship catua a little to 
the wind. The captain came up nod struck me 
in the face and said : — " I will skin yon." Hr 
uUo kicked mo and abused me calling ine » 
thief and other Kt1 uiitni-t He thru cjiIIo' 
another man to the wheel, and wheu that man 
bud taken tho wbeol, tbe captain ngnin called 
too a thief and again struck me.— On Tues- 
day morning a week before Inst Tuesday 
I was aloft scraping, and as my scraper had 
become blnnt, I enme dnwn on deck to shar- 
pon it. The mato asked me what, 1 wanted, 
and I told him ; he told me to put tho dra- 
per in tho carpenter's shop, which I did. 
f he captnin then asked me what I waa doing 
on deck, ho told mo to go alott again and 
threw a bucket at me, but 1 dodged it. 

Cross-examined by tho Coptftin : — 1 did 
not receive any wound or injury from your 
striking me. 

Complainant called as witness 
Alexander Tamming, able seaman, sworn : 
—I was on deck a fortnight ago when 1 wns 
ordered by tbe mate to take tbe wheel. 
When I came on the poop I heard tho captain 
call complainant a thief and saw him strike 
oomplainant in tbe face, pull bim away from 
tbe wheel aud kick him from tho poop. 

Captain Charles Morse, master of the Ellen 
Goodepeed, sworn : On tbe morning of the 
'27th August, when I came on deck complain- 
ant was at tho wheel. There was a little 
rain. 1 told him to keep the ship free, and 
ho replied in an insolent way that he was 
doing so. I called the second officer to send 
another man to the wheel. Another man was 
sent, and tbe oomplainant commenced growl- 
ing, saying that be could steer better than 
any man in the ship. I took bim by the 
oollar and shoved him off the poop- I neither 
struck nor kicked him. He kept on for some 
time giving impertinent language, to whtoh 
I however paid no attention. 

As to the second charge against me, th< 
complainant came down from his work before 
he was relioved. I saw him at the galley 
door looking for his breakfast. 1 asked bim 
what be waa doing and be said something 
about his scraper. I ordered bim np again 
until he was relieved. I understood him to 
say that he should not go. I rolled a basket 
after him and told him to go. 

• eine die. 



to the licensed pilot ; bat if be refuses to give 
up bis charge, or makes use of a license whioh 
he is not entitled to use for the purpose of 
making himself appear to be a qualified pilot, 
ho shall incur a fine not exceeding fifty von 
for inch offence." I ho district fixed by Sec- 
lion 3, above referred to, is " for the I 
N.-..U, through the Inland Sea to ] 

The Accused said I hat he bad I 
the regulations to his k 

11. my K Wiiliaina, aworn :— I am a I 
ed pil..l r.irtlm port of Hiogo, 
nn.l Kit CIithm cI. I produce my license. I 

lied »n English v« 
morning of the 2nd U>|ir»uiuvr, < 
or (on o'clock, and asked the captain if he 
wauled a pilot, saying I w«s a licensed pilot. 
I lmil the pilot flag fifing at the tin*. He 
said " No ; he had a pilot from Yokohama." 
My assistance not being required, and the 
signal not being answered, I went off. 

To accused :— 1 have boon licensed for two 
years. I havo not piloted vessels into or out 

f Yokohama. I decline to 
or not I have piloted a \ 
Sea. 

Case adjourned till S o'clock for tho evi- 
dence of the captain of the Lara*. On the- 
hoaring being resumed,— 

Thomas Brown, oaptain of the British 
barque Largt, sworn: — I engaged Jamieaon 
as a pilot in Yokohama, for tho ooaat and 
Kobe. Tho pilot Williams earns alongside, 
outside of the entrance to Kobe, and asked 
me if I wanted a pilot, and I said " No." 

The charge was dismissed, on tbe ground 
that tbe refusal to give over charge came 
from tbe captain and not from the pilot. — 
fftooo Stmt. 



In H. B. M.'s Court re* Hiooo. 

W. O. Aktiw, Esq., H.B.M.'i 

Can* id and Judge, 
^uceilajf, 1 th Sejtt^tnt/^r, 1880. 
R, (H. Williams) v. Damibl 
This was a chargo of infringement of the 



00RBA AND THE FOREIGN POWERS 

(Shanghai Courier.) 

Tbe overtures that are now being made to 
tbe Govern meat of Coram show thftt tbe For- 
eign Powers are at last alive to the advant- 
age of possessing a footing in that exclusive 
country. Rossis, baa already succeeded in 
obtaining from China a coast line con re P- 
minose with that of Cores on the East; and 
Hnrvnying operations have repeatedly been 
carried on by Russian cruisers to tbe Sooth 
of the Russian possessions. The Corcart* am 
well aware of tbe Russian thirst for territory. 
This knowledge has been derived not only 
from their contact with the Chinese, but also 
from the French missionaries who found 
their way into the country. On one occasion 
a Russian man-of-war appeared off the 
Corean ooaat, vrhereapon the missionaries 
wore entreated by the Government to try 
and induce the vessel to withdraw. This 
thoy declined to do, but held up to Uio terri- 
fied ga*e of the Government a picture of 
Russia grasping Cores. The missionaries 
bave been blamed for neglecting to inform 
the outside world of several favourable op- 
portunities that presented 
the country. 



Pilot Regulations of this port. 

The case was 1 fought up nn 
of the Pilotage Regulations for 
Foreign Form or Construction, issued by the 
Department in 1878, which section is 
its:— "If a licensed pilot offers his 
verbally or by signal to any vessel in 




of the summer palace in 

vicinity of 
of I860 o* 
and alarm at Seoul, the 
rous Councils were held to deliberate as to 
tbe best means of means of meeting the 
alliod troops, in case of their attempting to 
approach Cores. It was agreed to meet the 
foreigners in a friendly spirit and agree to 
charge of an unlicensed pilot within tho dts- Isuch demands as might be made by them, 
tricta as fixed in Section 3 of these regulations, This resolution of tbo Government is said to 
tho unlicensed pilot shall give up his charge I hare been well known to M. litrosux; but 
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be would appear to havo been of opinion that 
tbe_ opening of tho oonntry wonld be pre- 
judicial to tbe eaaee of Romanism, as it 
wonld be brought into competition with 
other forms of religion. The action taken 
by the French authorities to avonge the 
massacre of the missionaries did not conduce 
to the desired end. A French squadron 
sailed for Core* and, although the Admiral 
in command was within a mile or two of the 
capital in a Teasel of small draft, lie declined 
to accept the invitation of the tbon Regent 
to visit Seoul. This was doubtless from foar 
of treachery. Bad tbe French rofrainod 
from destroying a town and con ton ted them- 
selves with insisting on a guarantee for the 
future good behaviour of Cores, tho first step 
towards the opening of the country to 
Western Powers would have been gained. 
But private enterprise has done moro to 
poison the Coroan mind, at least the mind of 
the Government, against foreigners. A for- 
eigner, after two unsuccessful att empte to 
negotiate _ with the Central Government, 
agreed, with tbe assistance of a missionary, 
to attempt tbe seizure of certain precious 
relics belonging to the reigning family, to 
regain which it was declared that tbe Go- 
vernment wonld come to terms. Happily 
this attempt was unsuccessful. 

i are two countries which cannot but 
present action of the Foreign 
i with some alarm. Although China 
disclaimed all jurisdiction over Cores, 
she is well aware that the longer her small 
neighbour^ continues the policy of isolation 
i Powers the longer will she 
e danger of a sadden attack, 
of a naval station by a For- 
the west coast of Corea wonld 
ber by no means secure. Japan at 
we present moment is the only oonntry that 
possesses a Commercial Treaty with Corea, 
and it oannot be supposed that tbe Japanese 
are anxious to share trade with other nations. 
Tho proximity of a foreign Power, too, wonld 




detract from the safety of Japan. Tbe only 
chance of safety for Corea and for a con- 
tinuation of its present Government, is to 
meet the overtures of tbe Foreign Powers 
in a friendly spirit and throw open the ports 
at which tho Japanese are free to trade. It 
is well known that Coreo/a powers of resis- 
tance are feeble in the extreme ; and, shonld 
ft omw bM arias, 
.aybe 



jIMpptiio. 



ABUTTALS. 




Sept. 2, Brit. str. 
Baton, 26,000 ptosis Bice, to 
hOo. 

Sept. 3, Brit. str. Sim da, Reeve* 1,704, from Hong- 
kong vis Nagasaki and Kobe, Mails and Geoeral, 
to P. It O. Co. 

Sept. 4, Ger. achr. Lottie, Hilts 208, from Kurt 
lalanda, Skies, to Hohnhols A Co. 

Sept. S, Brit. str. Octlie, Kidley, 1,764, from Sun 
Francis oo, UsiJs sad General, to O. 4 • 

Sept. 6, Ger. barn. B'sttyre, Walters, 804, from Nrw 
York, April 27tb, Kerosene Oil, to Adamson, Bell 
* Co. 

. 6, Jap. sir. Teyoihima-Uaru, Hubbard, 04/1, 
sn Kobe, Mails and Oenerel, to M. P. M. a 8. 
Co. 

Sept. «, Tnh. str. JTenwita, Homeiy, 1,273, from 
Hongkong, Meila and General, to M. U. Co. 

Kept. 7, Jap. str. Tkereeo-J/ore, Chssthain, 661, 
from Hakodate, Hsil* and Gssarei, to J£. fi, M. 



i, 1.133, 
, to II. B. M 

Newcastle, 



Sept 8. Ger. barqoentine Julian*, Oestmsnn, 188, 
from Tskso, August 13, 4,000 piculi Sugar, to 
Cliineee. 

8ept. 8, Ger. barq. Ino, Bohson, .1*4. from Takso, 
Aug. 20t.li. 7,900 picnls Sagsr. to Jerdine, Matbe- 
sou ft Co. 

Sept. 8. Am. abip Twiey, Bray, 1,190. from New 

York, April 24tl,, Kerosene end Geneial. to C. 4 

J. Trading Co. 
Sept. 8, Am. ship Ellon Soodepeed, Mono, 1,291, 

fVom I-onrlnn, May 1st, Gon<-tnl, lo Malcolm A Co. 
Sei>t. 8, Danish achr. AWsiAdu, Brodorsmi, t.SR, 

from Tuknn, An*. 25th. 4,400 picula Sorbt, to 

Jardine, ilathoson A l'o. 
Sept. 8. Jap. barq. ifanoaoico.Voru Bckrtrend, 1,184, 

from Nagasaki, Loala, to M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept. 8, Jap. baiq. Sumowoiiru.Martt, Spiegelfhal. 

934, from Nagasaki, Coala. to M. B. M. S. J*. Co. 
Sept. 8, Baeaian corvette ZabieeLn, Captain Lumen, 

l«guua, from Nagasaki. 
Sept. 8, Ger. aclir. Au<]K$U RetWri. Thomson, 207, 

from Takao, 4,700 picula Sngar, to Jardiuo, Methe- 

aon & Co. 

Sept. 9, Jap. str. GnUi-Mant, Conner, 1,917. from 
Miaughsi and ports, Mails and Geoeral, to M. B. 

M.S.S Co. 

Sept 10, Jap. atr. Wakanoura-Uaru, Cbriatemen, 

1,300, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. M. 

8. 8. Co. • 
Sept. II, French despatch 

Usage, S-guoa, fioro Hainan. 
Sept U. Jap. sir. KeAmoys-M 

from Hakodate, Mails and 

8. S. Co. 

Sept 18, Brit. barq. Pieut, 338, from 

NAff,, Coals, to Walsh, Hall * Co. 
Sept 13, Jap. atr. SumuAj-Aforu, Hubeuet, 896. 

from Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to 

M. B. M. 8. S. Co. 
Sept. 13, Am. achr. Alexander, Littlejohn, 62, from 

Okotak see, Sept. 4«li, Fnre, to Captain. 
Sept 14, Brit. etr. EupWa.. Mitcb.il, l.tJO, from 

London, via Hongkong, Sept 6th, General, to 

Smith, Baker A Co. 
Sept 14, Jap. bsrq. JfiiaolrwH-Jfaru, Niool, 960, 

from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. M. 8. S. Co. 



DEPARTURES. 

Scp^S, Brit jlr. E4eWy, WMgooee, 1^00, for 
A Co.' ° Baen1, d8 "P atohed °7 Moonlyao, Heimann 

Sept 3, Froh. str. Volga, Guirend, 1,803. for Bor.g. 

kong, Mails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 
Sept 8, Am. ship Bohemia, Freak, 1,646, for Kobe, 

Geoeral, despatched by Jardine, Mathssoo & Co. 
Bent 4, Am. barq. California, Love, 820, for Sau 

Francisco, Tea, despatched by Walsh, Hall * Co. 
Sept 4, Jap. atr. Woianouftt-Afant, fjt ' TOBISS, 

1,300, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched 

by M. B. M. S. 8. Co. 
8ept. 4, Brit. str. Bttgic, Davison, 2,627, for S»n 

Fran, isoo, Hails and Geoeral, despatched by 0. * 

0. Co. 

Sept. 4, Jap. str. Stirio-Uaru, Frank, 626, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M 
B. M. S. 8 Co. 

Sent. 4, Jap. itr. A'iiaata. Vara, Walker, 1,603, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, despatch- 
ed by M. B. H. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept,?, Brit atr. Gaelic, Kidley, 2,754, for Hong- 
kong. Mails and Q*noral, despatched by 0. it O. 
Co. 

Sept. 8, Brit. atr. Ajam, Kidd, 1,616 for London via 
Kobe, Nagasaki and Chios ports, General, des- 
patched by Butterfleld & Swire. 

Sept. 8, Jap. str. rosejoje-Aforw, Young, 1,230, for 
ShuDglmi and porta, Malla and (ioDeral, despatch- 
ed by M. B. M. 8. H. Co. 

Sept 9, Jap. atr. Toyoihima-Sfaru, Hubbard, 946, 
for Kobe, Mails sad Geoeral. despatched by M. B. 
M. 8. 8. Co. 

8cpt9, Kuaaian corvette Zabitcia, Capt Lomen, 

6-guns, for Nagasaki. 
Sept. 9, Am. barque OM Barter. Baxter, 750, 

for New York, General, deapatohed by C. A J. 

Trading Co. 

Sept 9, Brit. str. fiutwto, Reeves. 1,704, for Hong. 
k<mg. Mails and General, despatched by P. & O. 

Co, 

Sept II. Jap. atr. Bumifumt-llaru, Frshm, 854, 

for Hsroriate. Mails and General, deapatohed by 

M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept. 11, Brit. atr. Clewtand, Harvey, 1,104, for 

Nagasaki, " 

son A Co. 
Sept. 13, Jap. str 



PASSENGERS. 

Per Brit. str. Ajaa from 
For Froh. atr. Poloo for Hongkong :— 3 in i 
Per Brit, str. Heloic for **n Franoisoo: — Mr. A. 
C. Watts acd child, Mr. Kai Ovio and servant Mr. 
Kawamatn Saddxa, Mr. E. «'. Dlvoort. Mr. R Miller 
Mr. W. K Raitaon. Mr. I). Daset. Mrs. Barton and 
Mr. W. II. Loiley ,„ cabin; 4 Europeans and 93 
Chinese iu r 



J.p. atr. rovoaaim*. l'ar.. from Kobe: -3, 
«u and 150 Japai.e.e in stoerage. " 



Per Brit atr. Gaelic from Ban Fraooisoo :— Admire 
J. M. B. Clits. OIK., Commander C. P. Cotton 
ca w., Lieut. W. L Field, c.a Ueat N. I. Hum. 
u.e.*-, Messrs. J. K. Laby, cs.*., W. F. O. Hsssen 
0-a.st., C. A. E. King, tjn, Franklin Swift, v sji .' 
F. G. Oaney, e.s.s , A. Cramer, «.s.s., M. K. Eyre. 
c.b.h., M. C Gorges', u s »., W. J. Maxwell. n.s-»., 
Chas Cabanlas, c.t.a., W. TraUnn, cam, P. R. 
Alger, U.s.s.. B. S. Leiper, cs.s.. E. Simpann, v a.w, 
Joseph Ueale, D s.M., J. L. Anderson, M. Y. Pards, 
M. Crare, J. W. Wendell, Mrs. a P. Bridgen. and 
child in cabin. For Hongkong : Messrs. J. T. 
MacLeod sud Alfred Rose in cabin ; and 207 Chinese 
iu steerage, 

Psr Jsp. str. .Viigata-Jfaru. toe Hongkong ria 
Kobe -Iterd. T. G. 8elby, Mr. Leaoaasa, Mr. A. 
J Boot, Mr. Thompson, and 7 Japanese ia cabin. 

Per Froh. str. Mtmaleh 
Gebsur, 8«uki, Eymard, 
Ricoardi. Batta, and M oarer, in oabin. 

I'm- Brit str. Gaelic for Hoogkoaff Mr and 
Mrs. F.uohat, Messrs. A. H. Altera, Alfred Row,, 
A. J. Lewie and J. T. Mai-Seda in oabin ; aad 208 
Chinese iu gteeragu. 



from Hongkong :— Mn»«r«. 
eife and 3 children, Biffl, 



Per Ger. sohr. Attaint* i 
K. Droaa and 1 Japaoese. 

Per Jap. str. Taka.iifo-.Varv for Shanghai and 
ports: -His Ex. Cbin Wing Gup and suite (18), 
Messrs. H. Bnsoh. Beyndera, Brown, Brinkwcrth, 
Doil, Moyordc k«, Woreh, Baron Stillfried, Cramer, 
Leibnn, Koda, Hasson, C. A. King, Mnrahall. G. Bell, 
Dr. Winn, Coand. Cotton, van., Lieut. N. K. Mason, 
U.I.K., and 14 Japanese in cabin. 

For Jap. str. GcnJtai-ifo.ru from Shanghai sad 
porU:— Messrs. J. Ellis, W. Baffin, D. B. Taylor, 
C. Oestmann, A. W. Gteonie, L. L. Fobes. Lieut 

an'd^ra^il^ano^lsja'an 1 ''' * ,n! °° to S,, °I iro 

peans, 317 jkfMMSM wdT. ^ta^'isa^aU *'" ,> ' 
Per Brit etr. Saada for Hongkong : — Col. sjajd 
Mrs- 0 nodes, 6 children aad European female aw 
rant, Mr. and Mrs. Bishop sod 8 children in oabin : 
and 4 Chinese ia steerage- 

Per Jap. str. WaLanowa- Mara from Kobe : ISO 

Japanese in steerage. 



Per J 



an. atr. Kokmmjt Xaru I 
Enomoto, Captain Taylor, 



from Hakodate 



Per Brit. barq. Vivid front 



N.S.W. ^ 



Per Jsp. str, Sumida-Maru from Hongkong: — 1 
Mr. L 0. Masfan in oabin. From Kobe i Genera, 
and Mrs. Donovan. Messrs. J. Taylor, F. Whiteley 
J. Leecasse, A. Jaoot and 4 Japanese in Tails i 
and 1 Buropean aad 93 Japanese in steerage. 



REPORTS. 

Tbe British steamer Bvnda, from Hongkong vis 
Nagasaki and Kobe : — Krporioooed strong N. K. 
winds. Oft" Omalsaki past a German barque bosusd 
op. Arrived at 6 p.m. 3rd iost 

The Japanese steamer Teyef Sims- Mora from Kobe : 
— Left Kobe at 9 p.m. 3rd instant. Kiperieooed 
variable winda with tbiok rainy weather throughout. 
Below Rock Ialand passed M. B. Co.'s berqne A'aivi- 
oaica-Maru bound up and an American ship bound 
down. Arrived at 1 p.m. 6th instant 

Tbe Britioh stnnmor Gaelic reports .—Left San 
Franoisoo at 2 p.m. on the 17tb Asg. Passed the 
North American from Yokohama for San Franoisoo 
on tbe 18th. Kxp-rieooed light variable winds 
throughout tbe passage. Arrived at Yokohama oa 
tbe 6th Sept st 6 p.m. 

The Japanese steamer Wetanoura-Varu reports : 
—Left Kobe 10.16 p.m. 8th instant Krperieooed 
light variable winds with tine weather throughout, 

^Wia'iteoricg SouTh? Arrived at TeoVm^OtJ 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 



Shoeing Duties payable, Prices realized. Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 13 days from 

1st September, 1880. to the 13th September, 1880, 



I 2*1. F O T S . 

Sine* the last iaw ot this report a fall ha* taken place is currency, which is now quoted at 146 to 146 with downward tendency , this doe* not, 
however, materially affect business operations, a* tb« difficult; in obtaining Kp«cie for paper it Juit a« pre*! nt 1« or would be at 100, ai it vu for 136. 
A fair boaioeM ia reported in yams and 9 lbs. Ore* Shirtings, und for the former several oontrscts nave b.njn wjuia to arrive at from 10 to 70 days 
delivery. 

COTTON.— Yanst. 10-24 in good demand. SMS strong. Sales reportod reach 7.441 bales against for 2,994 the preceding period i making 
a tot-.l of^ 4«,204 bales for^th* j»i todato. as follow* ; _l£S4i je.SMbalc* ; 28-32^11.457 bai.-»; 38-44 j 1,7*1 bales; Doubled, Ac « 916 bales ; and 

Kane and TicroBia lawn quiet. 

WOOLLENS — Thu small inqury for Bl.kkbth is resumed ; all otW woollen* dull. 
METALS — Small demand, and prioen aru sligbtly weaker. 

SUGAlw— White lower ; brown shown a further advance of about 10 cents per picul all round, and is very strong at < 
183 lbs. = 1 Picul. 100 1 



Drill,. 



COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

I in. 14 lbs. ... 



(cotton) 

Orey, 381 yd*. 38 in. 7 lbs. ... 

m .. »9 .. 8J 

„ .■ S8J „ 46 ,, 9 ,, ... 
T. Cloth, 32 in. 6 lbs. 

is 7 )( ... ... ... 

21 yds. 30 HI. S lb*. ... 

24 „ 30 „ 2* ,. 

24 ,. 30 .. 2i ,. 

24 ,. 30 .. — % 3 lbs. 

36 .. 22 ,. 

12 ,. 42 

85 „ 22 „ 

12 „ 48 „ 



Velvets (black) 
Victoria Lawn-, 
Cotton Italians, 



COTTON TABN. 

15 ... ... ... ... ... 

16 (i 24> ... ... ..a *•> 

**U ass s •■ ••• at* 

28 (i 32 

^3 (4 4S ... ••• *.* ... 

32 doublwi ... ... .♦. ... 

48 ,* ... ... ^.t* ... 

00 M ..a .*• ... ... 

No. 10 .■a »i ■>* as. 

■a \W ... ... ... ... 

■■ 14 ... ... ... ... 

I, IS ... *•• a*. ... 

(> IB ••• *as ... ... 

., » 

., n 

.. >* 

» 

WOOLLEN 8 AND MIXTURES. 

, 40 yds. 32 in 

Blankets, assorted, 7 11>k 

M 0 lbs. ... ... ... 

6 lbs. ... ... ... 

Camlet Cords, 30 yds. 32 in 

Cloth, all wool. 64 $ 04 

„ Pilots, 64 (« 04 „ 

„ Presidents, 54 t< 04 „ 

„ Union, 54 (a 60 .. 

Italian Cloth, 32 iu. ... 
Lustres and Orleans (figured), 

(plain), 

Housselines de Lainc (plain A stripes), 24 yd*. 81 ia. ... 
(figured) .. 

8UQAB. 



SO yds. 81 in. 
40 Cm 42 yds. 32 in. 



White. Jimpah, 
,. Khihpah. 
„ Kokfah, 
Kungfun, 
Qnihpah, 
. Formosa, 



Atnoy 



No. 1 
.. 2 
.. 8 
.. 4 
., 6 



METALS Ac 



Iron, Flat and 1 
„ Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) 

„ Pig 

Lead. Pig • ... 

Quicksilver see • 

.Swedish ... ..a ..a 




Oil 



DUTY PAID. 



0.0241 V 10 

0.0241 „ 

0.0648 ,. 

0.02H1 „ 

0.0281 „ 

0.0321 „ 

• 0.0241 „ 

0.0241 „ 

0.0241 „ 

0.0241 „ 

0-0241 ., 

0.0648 „ 

0-0321 ,. 

11.0043 „ 



yd*. I 



»28.00 Si 28.50 V pcL 
28.25 fa 33.25 „ 



1.6077 V picul. 



0.0965 v io yds. 
1.0077 V* picul. 
1-0077 ., 
1.6077 „ „ 

0.0966 V 10 yds. 

I OJil* aaasrsi la. I 
f MOW rxoeslBiUlii. 

I In wldtii r lo jrta 

0.0966 f 10 yds 
0.0966 „ „ 
0.1X105 „ „ 
0.0905 „ .. 



0.8215 V picul. 
0.1280 .. „ 



0,0905 V piol. 
0.0965 „ ., 
0.0482 ,. „ 
0.2572 .. „ 
1.929a „ „ 
0.1980 „ „ 
0,2281 V 120 lbs. 
6 ad •alerssa. 



rnicss AT WHICH 
».LSH HIT! USIN 




Vpc 



1 571 



2.02s @ 2.10 
2.26 @ 2.60 



1.65 (* 
1021 @ 

1.70 



1.66 
1.65 



7.05 (91 8.0-5 



0.15- 



82.66 @ 8.50 
1.00 2.76 
0.11 t (8 




30.00 Q 30.25 
80.00 £ 81.76 




0.17*. 



♦ 7.80 @ 

7.10 @ 

6.70 @ 

6.60 a 

4.80 ® 

4.36 fi 
4-20 



8.20 

7.60 
7.00 
C.30 
6.20 
4.60 
4.35 



8.40 @ 8.60 





0.78, @ 0.98 
0.10 @ 0.15 
« 2.00 



24 50 

26.00 

26.60 C1 28.00 

26.76 

28.00 g 29.60 
29.00 C« 80.50 
81.00 



25.60 @f7.00 
0.40 <« 0.48 
0.40 g 0.46 




$2.70 (418-10 

2 66 f> 8.60 

X.40 % 1.60 

6.80 (5 



8.80 @ 



Vbox 6.80 @ 



4 65 

600 
1.76 



4,070 



140 



Stock 7.600 picul*. 
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STAPLE EXPORTS. 



8II.K — Our last report m dated tni instant. The Una position maintained by holder* baa materially checked business, and settlements for 
i period under review bits only been about 800 bales. Buyers generally, both to Kuxopo sad ths United 8tates, act with caution, tb» advices from 
■ various consuming markets being of a discouraging character. 

In Hanks the better classes only hare been taken, being relatively cheaper than ths lower grades. 
Filatures of low and medium clans have been chiefly dealt in. Eakedaii have been quite neglected. 

At the close wax holders appear Inclined to make a alight concession, being apparently influenced by the decline in ralne of paper-money, which 
• ruled steady to a considerable period at 117 to 189, has suddenly gone to 144 to 146. 
i are gradually increasing, being estimated at 8,600 bale*. 

hiXFOBT fob SiAflOM. 1879-40. 



641 Bales. 



1880-«1. 

770 
748 



TIA.-Our Tea Market .hows rittle change either in prices or general condition. Buying goes on moderately, in spite of the 
quality of most parcel* on offer. 

Settlements since date of last issue amount to 5,900 piculs, and stocks, which a few days ago showed some signB of reduction, are again accumulating. 
Prices continue fairly supported, and holders, with perhaps a few exceptions, do not seem anxious to press sales : still the recent decline in native 
currency has made some merchants willing to sell on account of the advantage in exchange. 

Total export for the current se as o n is quite an open question and the amount of tea shipped from Japan will be greatly governed 



by instructions from America. Native dealers do not forget the sharp rally which took place last autumn when Good Medium Tea ruled as high as 
$34 to |8$ per picul, and are therefore stubborn against making the concession in prices which the quality and charaeter of moot teas in stock demand. 

ibis g^' n t tne J "iU probably be greatly disappointed as speculation at present seems played out on the American markets and most parcel* 



On 



DESCRIPTION. 



ni»- 

MayebasbliU @ > Hanks ... 
it J 

■■ • W "1 >• ••• 
Kskedaa | Mod. to f 



... 



... ... ... 

... ... >.i 



Good Common ... 
Medium ... •■ 
Good Medium ... 

Fine 

Finest ... 
Choice ... ... 

8U5DBIE8 t— 

Awabi 

Beche-de-mer .. 
Bees'-wax 
Oamphor 
China Boot 
Coals, Japanese.. 
Cupper ... ... 

Cottle Fish 
INnta 



... 



PRICES PER PICUL. 



REMARKS. 



f C06 to 616 

486 to 496 

460 to 475 

E»0 to 680 



per picul. \~\ 



Inactive ; i 



(TO . »0pos. 




, Fine cut green 
Large green 



..s 


..s 


9*1 


■M 


»»• 


$16.00 and under per picul. 


... 










17 00 to 21.00 


H 


«*■ 


... 


M* 


Ml 




2200 to 24.00 


M 


••• 








• es 


88.00 to 26 00 


It 


•*>• 


... 


• a. 


Ml 


... 


28.l» 


to 80.00 


l« 


... 


Ml 


... 


Ml 


... 


81.00 to M 00 


M 


Ml 


St. 


>.. 


sss 


a.s 










*». 


M» 






819.00 


to $68.00 per picnl. 


••• 


■M 








26.00 


to .8.00 


M 


♦ 


•«« 


... 


, .. 




S8.00 


to 40.00 


it 


**■ 


... 


••* 


M 1 


•M 


18.60 


to 19.60 


»» 












2.60 


to MO 












640 


to 6.80 per ton. 










•■• 


16.00 


to 18.60 per picnl. 


««♦ 


Ml 






• •> 


12.00 


to 14.00 


it 


Ml 


•«« 


Ml 




... 


10.00 


to UJOO 














0.67 


to 0.75 per catty. 




e*. 








0.88 


to 0.62 






... 








19.00 


to 29.00 per picnl. 




••• 


... 


■■a 


... 




to 


M 










■•• 


&25 


to 6.90 


H 


see 


... 


... 


... 


... 


4.00 


to 4.70 


it 










::; 


2.10 


to 9.40 


ii 


feaVt 


■M 






1.60 


to 2.40 


H 




... 


... 




... 




to 40.00 


.. 


... 


... 


••• 


• t. 


... 


l!20 


to 1.S0 


ii 


... 






Ml 


... 


6.60 


t:. 0O0 


H 


SOS 






sail 


... 


1M0 


to 17.00 


ii 


M 






... 


... 


1.90 


to 8.26 


N s 



No 



Quoted by l 

merce. 



EXCHANGE. 



both for the 



one (per Qvlic). Of Private bills the 



, at 9/9d. for sight or S/9»to ♦months bills. 



Ox 




....4 months' sight 8s. Bid- 
do Bight .■i.M.iiiiii.imTlh &fd. 

Credit! ....... month-' tight Si. 9|d. to f 

do. 4 do. St. 9|d. 

........Sight .....*••«........». »...4.73 

......C montht 1 tight »* \ftS 

..Sight... 

Private 10 dayi' light ~7« 

14*3 per $100. 



Ox Hoxokoho.— Bank ..Sight.. 

ii .. Private 10 da; 

. San Kraxcmrco— Bank, sight 

„ Private 30 days' sight 

„ Nxw Von —Bank, Sight 

Private 80 days* sight 



♦ */. 
•P»* 

..904 

.92 



u. 



•»tA»"Jiriw< 



Google 



- *i !. 
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And thm following have been despatched : 
M. M. R J*« oUV MaraaUles Sept. IS 

P. M. 8. 8. ' ity «/ Ptki*}, S»n Francisco 19 

P. 4 0. S. Malacca, Hongkong ,. 15 

The Gaelic, is expected from Hongkong, 
and will probably lea to here on tha 5th 
instant. 



- Base- ball; 

Occasional Notes : — 

Experimental Interference with the coarse 
of exchange i Suspension of import 
business by order of tbe Machigaiebo ; 
F reign loan ; Goran meot advance* to 
the Speeie Bank; The Milan Biabi 
monopoly ; Japanese shipping returns ; 
Postal service; Cotton manufactories; 
Ha sodate trade report ; Trade returns 
with Chine; Persecution of 1'Abbe 
Ma-rin ; Exchange Uble for currency; 
8s>le of land lota: Miscellaneous and 
Japanese items 144.140 

Correspondence :— 

Mitau Biabi Company 140 

Musical Criticism 150 

Arbitrary Currency Exchange 180 

Law Beportai — 
TJ. 8. Consulate Oennral : 
Jf . B. 8. 8. Co. v. P. Jf. 8. M. Oe. 
SocUU Immobiiurt i* SaansAoi v. 

Simla r. Bmk 

Imperial German Consular Conrt 
turn** Wtiuntm v. H. Lata 



Dissexsiohs aro said to prevail in the 
cabinet, and ramoor avers that H. K. Iwakura 
H. E. Iuonye, and U. K. Knroda, are at 
variance with the other m«ral>ers of the 
•upreme council, and that the two first named 
have resigned. There ia, however, every reason 
to believe the report without foundation. 
The resignation of H. E. Knroda, also report- 
ed aa probable, ia rather a matter of courts. 
tulation, for his administration of the Yeso 
colonisation commission has boon both cosily 
and fruitless. Personally, his popularity is 
small, and bis influence nothing at all. 

T*Ht condition of the finances is daily 
becoming worse, taxing the energies of 
the ministers to cope with the difficulties 
arising from an estimated revenue for the cur- 
rent financial year barely ten per cent, greater, 
while, from the appreciation of commodities 
and labour, or the depreciation of Japanese 
paper, tbe expenditure moat bo fully aevonty 
per cent in excess of the returns of lost year, 

unless extraordinary economy be practiced in 
every department of the state. Various expedi- 
ont* have been resorted to to check the down- 
ward tendency of paper money. The official 
exchange mart was opened on the morning of 
the 17Uj of September in the presence of three 
of the finance department, but tbe 
lace marked an im- 
oent., whereupon 
the office was immediately closed. From that 
time, currenoy baa remained at the samn 
nominal figure of 168 to 160, and on the 
30th ultimo some pressure bad evidently been 
put on the nativs traders, for no paper could 
be purchased at tbe ruling rots. 

Oh tbe 19th September the Japanese saer* 
j chants enjoying the monopoly of commercial 

OUR last issue was dated September 14th, \ interoonrso with foreign settlements, formu- 
for despatch to Ks.ro pe per M. M. I lated an agreement binding themselves to 
steamer Metualeh via U Brasilia*. Change abstain from the purchase of imported 
of monsoon has caused an interval of eighteen goods for seven days from the 20th ultimo 
days in tbe despatch of the French steamers, 
during which the following mails have been 
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BIRTHS. 
Ob the Mnd Sept., at No. lie. Creek Bide, the 
wife of P. Boast, ofa son 

A- No 4- *. Yokohama, on the 17th Sept, the 

SUMMARY. 
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of the import merchants would never have 
been issued had it not been necessitated by 
government press a re. It is aaneoessery to 

comment apon the extreme folly of this pro- 
ceeding, but it shoo. Id lie recorded by those who 
hold so high an opiuion of Japanese progress, 
as an example of unjustifiable official inter, 
ferenoe with the commercial rights of the peo- 
ple.. If the government are responsible for or 
privy to this action nf the import merchants, 
they have commit ted a flngrnnt breach of arti- 
cle XI V. oft ho treaty with Groat Britain : and 
in any case their tacit approval, evidenced by 
the non-suppression of the illegality, is at vari- 
ance with the solemn undertaking embodied 
in article IX. of the tariff convention of 
1866. While this notification has bseu in 
force import business has boon suspended, 
but foreign residents, with the apathy which 
distinguishes them whenever their own in- 
terests are at stake, have taken no stops to 
put an end to the embargo npnn their trade, 
although it is perfectly well known that a 
memorial to the foreign representatives i 
bo immediately followed by redress. 

While- the government in their 
to check currency depreciation by expedients 
which cannot possibly bo affective, are infring- 
ing commercial treaties and damaging their 
own trade, no steps have been taken to 
rent the export of silk eggs, a business 



ise injury to silk 
export and will, if continued, almost wholly 
extinguish that important trade. It is thought 
that the government inaction in this respect 
is doe to their hesitation to raise a question 
under the treaty with the Italian government. 
Several tltonsand cards are already in the 
market, but so far no sales are reported. 

Rici is lower in price consequent u|K>n the 
promise of an excellent harvest. The stock 
of last year's grain ia stall very considerable, 
but it represents merely sunken «^pi4*l in 

consequence of government restriction* and 
official monopolies absolutely prohibiting 
exportation. 

Tn financial statement for 1880-81 ha* 
been issued, and onr comments upon it will 
be found in other oolumus Person* not 
resident in Japan but interested in Japanese 
affairs should satisfy themselves as to the 
nature of tho so called reserve fund. This 
fund is, in reality, the balanco of the national 
cash account, and bears as much relation to 
a reservs fund as the balance of a merchant's 
caah^ book bears to the Usance of his profit 



M. M. 8. Feign, Marseilles Aug. 9 i 
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a term which has since been extended for 
farther period of seven days from the 28th 
September. This measure was said to have 
been adopted in obedience to an official inti- j 
mation, and it is generally believed that tho ■ 
s as pension of foreign trade is so opposed to 

tho siiliM nt the n.*,.,U f bat tl,a nntiflcatinn ' 



Th* summer which, though unusually mild, 
was of long duration, has given place to 
autumn, which gives us throe mouths of tho 
very perfection of weather. Happily, the 
country Inis escaped the. terrible scourge of 
cholera, which carried off over ouo hundred 
victim* in 1879. 
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TUB FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



THE financial statement just issued 
presents no features of fresh in* 
terest. The composition and style of the 
ex-finance minister are recognizable; 
and, as customary, the revenue and ex- 



penditure are so closely estimated as to 
accurately balance each other. 

Nominally the revenue is yen 4,282,128 
in excess of the income of last year, the 
bulk of which exce&B is derived from laud 
rent and customs duties. Actually, if the 
ancient system of calculating income in 
rice be resorted to, as it must be in view 
of the great depreciation of the currency 
in which the estimates are stated, a ma- 
terial deficit is visible. The purchasing 
power of the estimated revenue of 1879, 
at the mean prices ruling monthly during 
that year, was equivalent to 7,225,000 
koku of rice; and assuming the market 
rate for this year to be 10 yen per koku 
against 7.70 last year, the income is re- 
duced to 5,998,850 koku of rice, or a fall- 
ing off of 1,282,000 koku, equivalent to a 
decline of 17 per cent, on the income of 
1879. No examination of Japanese 
finance would be complete if this circum- 
stance were ignored. The increased value 
of food and wages means that the govern- 
ment, equally with individuals, must pay 
in proportion for all their requirements. 
ThiB fact makes the following compara- 
tive table indispensable :— 

rmr ul» m Jtit,»l tatae Avplu 
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The valuations taken are moderate, the 
price of rice at present being fully 
12 yen per koku. The depreciation of 
the of account has reduced its 

buying power, and it must be manifest to 
all who study the question, even super- 
ficially, that unless very large reductions 
have been made in the bases upon which 
expenditure is calculated, the income, as 
estimated, must prove wholly inadequate 
to meet it. 

Some hopes were expressed before the 
publication of the lmdget that the fin- 
ance minister would offer explanations 
of the measures adopted by him to ac- 
commodate expenditure to the reduced 
value of paper money. This hope bos 
been disappointed, and the statement, 
"after being audited by the board of 
auditors of the national finance" is 
an official assertion either that the 
government can disburse currency upon 
the same terms as in 1877, or that, 
contrary to reason, the government, un- 
like private persons, are in no way bound 
to recognize the decline of their own 
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credit. ThiB is the dilemma in which 
the finance minister has placed himself. 
How he can get out of it in the judg- 
ment of the people iB a problem yet to be 
Bolved, but it is impossible that the world 
can be deceived by a document which 
bears within itself the elements of contra- 
diction. So painfully real is the deficiency 
of revenne during the three last years, 
that we feel it would be waste of time to 
refer to the " surpluses " which his ex- 
cellency says were used in the redemption 
of currency, and as additions to the re- 
serve fund — " surpluses " in face of the 
lamentable depreciation of sateu, and the 
large supplementary grants which have 
been made to each department to enable 
the work undertaken to be completed. 

We must now refer to the standing 
puzzle which is presented each year to a 
wondering public. In every account ren- 
dered there is a note on the last page 
headed " Reserve Fund ;" and the actual 
sum at the credit is this year said to be 
yen 51,325,515. What does this mean ? 
The reserve fund has always been treated 
as a surplus Available for the redemption 
of paper money, and to prevent the depre- 
ciation of government bonds. It must, 
therefore, have consisted largely or wholly 
of specie, but before entering upon this 
question we will see what the ex-finance 
minister says about it. In a statement 
recently issued his excellency Okuma 
shows what ho asserts, in very positive 
terms, to be an actual excess of revenue 
over expenditure of yen 46,90-1,170, as the 
net result of eight years ending June 
80th, 1875. On the twelfth fiscal year 
the amount brought forward was yen 
51,266,000 an addition to the surplus re- 
venue ascertained at the end of the eighth 
fiscal year, of yen 4,862,000. From this 
it would seem that the reserve fund iB a 
surplus, but this inference is materially 
weakened by another passage in the same 
report reading as follows : — " In the 
" third year of Meiji a fund was establish- 
" ed and should have been used for the 
" recall of paper money previously issued. 
" Since that time this fund has been 
" treated under the name of special reserve. 
" Having accumulated it has grown into a 
" considerable sum. In fact it is only a 
" nominal distinction between sundry re- 
" ceipts and disbursements of the national 
" treasury. If we consider these from tbo 
" stand point of general finance there is no 
" distinction." [tie.] 

We have never heard of a reserve fund 
when a business has resulted in a Iobb, 
for reserve fund is a term meaning a cer- 
tain sum set apart for contingencies; 
it is invariably formed by an appropria- 
tion of profits ascertained at given periods, j 
and has no relation to or connection with 
the balance of the cash account; and when 
it is known that the nominal surplus of yen ! 
46,904,170 on June 30th, 1875, was ae- ' 
tually a deficit of yen 22,546,763, what 
becomes of the reserve tend ? The follow- 
ing example of account will Bhow the 
alleged surplus to be merely a balance of 
cash in hand ; part of the assets, but not a 
reserve fund at all. The figures used are 
those given by the ex-minister of finance. 



Amount of rertmuo derived from 

t&XFl 

Loan* repaid by the borrow-** ... 
Proceed* of dotiieatic and forrijjn 



18.140,30) 

Il,869,9ftJ 
73.325.444 
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Cm. 



Kipenditore for stat« purpoeri... 

Loans and adr-incas rocoearable. 
Home and fon-i|{n debts repaid... 
HaUncu carriod forward 



Yiir. 

318,170.824 

(6) 8S.S49.S33 
8,026.5*6 
4B.904.171 



The foregoing is the cash account that 
should have been presented by the trea- 
surer to the accountant-genera), and the 
latter in turn should render an account 
described as the 

Bilakcs Sam. Jtrjra SOra, 187B. 

I.IiHIlJTIM 



Ob paper money in 
Loam dome* 4 ]. & " 



* 1.259.982 
8,028.826 



Debt* due by sundry per- 
sons S6.Z48.S82 

Less repayment* ... 1S.140.S66 



Ca»h in the trwaaury ... 
Peficit ... 



17.107,86* 
46.90jm 



No provision has been made to charge 
expenditure with any sum annually set 
apart for the purpose of forming a re- 
serve fund ; and as the working <jf eight 
years ending June 80th, 1875, resulted in 
a deficiency of yen 22,646,763, and the 
result of the next year, 1875-76, was a sur- 
plus of 279,484 yen only, which would go 
towards the reduction of the previous de- 
ficiency, we regard the reserve fund now, 
as we did when Hr. Matxt, in his paper 
on the liquidation of the national debt, 
said, in reference to the tvrpluse* forming 
the reterve fund, " I do not hesitate to 
" declare this to be en extraordinary feat, 
" a feat to which, perhaps, no parallel ii 
"to be found in history, and which re- 
" fleets the highest credit on this country 
" that only the other day became open to 
" civilisation.'' Our reply to this rhap- 
sody was: — " The reserve fund cannot be 
" intended to express the surplus revenue; 
" it is, so far as a practical judgment can 
" form on opinion, nothing more than a 
"cash balance, representing the. sums 
" received minus the disbursements mads 



" at a given date, and bears as much re- 
" lation to the surplus, or net excess of 
" revenue, as the balance of a merchant's 
" cash book doss to the balance of his 
" profit and loss account." And we now 
bold the opinion that the accounts above 
given sufficiently prove the accuracy of 
the assumption formed more than a year 
ago. 



(0) There is an error in tbe ei.fln.noa n> ouster's 
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is nothing to be gained by pur- 
suing this subject. The restore fund 
said to be increased to jen 51,325,515, 
is, if it exists at all, the balance of the 
current treasury account; and all belief 
that it represents surplus revenue is at an 
end, unless promissory notes issued, and 
money borrowed are to be considered as 
parts of the national income. 

The presentation of the statement in its 
t form is an offence of some magni- 
Ab ft declaration of the financial 
of the empire it is disingenuous 
and unreal, and "we feel that further 
reference to it wouhl be a compliment of 
which it is utterly unworthy.— Sept. 25. 



TO TEE CONDUCTORS OF THE 
JAPANESE PHESS. 



T7T5 have learned with surprise that 
\ V the reason urged by the con- 
ductors of Japanese newspapers for their 
silence upon all matters of vital im- 
portance to the commerce of Japan dealt 
with by the foreign press, k an allega- 
tion that foreign newspapers write of the 
Japanese people in terms of studied eon- 
tempt, applying to them epithets of a 
humiliating character, and imputing to 
them a condition of slavery at once pain- 
ful and offensive to the feelings of a free 
people. Resenting the tone and attitude 
assumed by foreign journals, the native 
editors have resolved upon silenco, con- 
sidering it wiser or safer to sacrifice the 
interests of their country, than risk an 
encounter with the adversaries they hate 
and fear. 

We will speak for ourselves. 

i years ago the evil influence of 
i abuses which had crept into the 
» of Japan, some by sanction, and 
i in defiance of the understood lawB of 
the empire, was fust becoming apparent. 
Those abuses we resolved to encounter, 
animated by one object, the welfare of 
the Japanese people, onr motives were 
purely disinterested except in so far as we 
identified our future prosperity with the 
wider field of an extended Japanese com- 
merce. Consistently with the object 
in view, we have spared no one, what- 
ever bis rank or influence may have 
been, whose actions were in opposition to 
the great cause of the public good. Mono- 
polists, and the ministers who granted 
the monopolies : trade cliques or rings 
which, under the fake guise of national 
industries, interfered with all private en- 
terprise, regardless of consequences, bo- 
cause the profits were pocketed by t he mem- 
ber and the losses were borne by the state : 
government trading in rice, and its dis- 
advantages ; the losses which must ac- 
crue from that business under the most 
favourable conditions, and its dishearten- 
ing effect uiwn the people, to whom all 
trade, particularly in grain, wholly be- 
longs : the suicidal folly of the exi>ort of 
silk-eggs : incompetent foreign financial 
advisers : the persecution of the press 
by arbitrary laws: the cause of the 



COMBINATION VERSUS COM- 
PETITION. 



THE allusion of tho Japan M<ul to the 
existence of an institution founded 
»nd suppressed in 187ft, re-opens the 
general question of illegitimate interference 
ith trade. Although, strictly speaking, 
there is no Kiit-o Aratamo Kwaisha to frame 
rules for the sale, and lovy impost* upon silk 
brought into foreign settlements, the prin- 
ciple continues in the combination of certain 
dealers who arrogate to themselves the ex- 



people in the agitation for representa- 
tive and constitutional government: the 
advocacy of protection of a trade which does 
not yet exist and can only l>e created by 
a liberal and free trade policy ; and the 
distinguished foreign visitors to this 
country : these, and all matters in con- 
nection with them, have been dealt with ! \ 
without fear or favour. We hope that 
in the Japan Gazettk the weak have 
always found an advocate and defender, 
the oppressed a champion, and the 
oppressor a challenger; that we have 

never shirked the plain duty of indepen- elusive right of trade with foreign resident*, 
daut journalists, -nor knowinglv used any ; This combination is known as the Machi- 
otber weapons than truth and honour » nd ,ta options »«"*. 

guided and controlled by reason and Tr^T". T"l J JZ t SJl'ZZn 
■ nr t » ii „ .trade treat 10s, be Kepi before tho public, 

moderation. We have met all comers,, W|)cn t|w ^ & the control of the silk 
and are equally ready to do so again, \ lnde o{ Y okoh » ro » were publiahed, oxoep- 
satisfied to confide our cause to the , ion WM at onpe taken to them by the 
judgment of those who read and under- Yokohama chamber of commerce; bat on 
stand. Nor would this list of the work ' careful exarainntinn of the clauses wo fail 
performed be complete without reference j to observe anything oqniUly objectionable to 
to the warnings which have, from time the rules of the Machigaish< 
to time, been conveyed to the ruling' which wo assume from the 
wers of the inevitable result of the [ practical operation. The sileu 
has at length borne ■' '" 



the 



the 



tenor of 
their 
chain- 
1 even 

greater importance than that it took np so 
warmly sovon yuars ago, is, therefore, inex- 
ku «' " •* u ™*/ ww="muu | p|j ca i,j 0i althoo trh we have reason to know 
s that any representation of that body, or of an 
(dividual merchant, to the authorities, would, 



Can it be denied that if timely attention 
had been given to the violation 
principles under which alone a paper 



had been applied before the disease b< 
came mortal, the currency of this country 
would not be in the depreciated condition 



currency can be ^maintained, and remedies [ M WM the case in 1873, be promptly brought 

before the minister for foreign affairs, and 
the evil, when substantiated, removed by 
notification. 

in which we find it ? In performing our I The chief olwtaolee in the way of an ex- 
self-imposed tasks we have had to use t*ndod trade lie in the absonoe of a common 
plain language, and been compelled by anderetanding with producer and consumer, 
force of circumstances to recognize no exporter, and in tba exclusion 

distinction between the highest officer of ^ the "»*«*"•«»■* » • small number of 

state and the meanest subject when the 1 ?»P"?T ?f ^° iT^ 

... " , , ., J , . freo intercourse with foreigu merchants in 

public rights privdeges, and advantages tbe open ^ 

were at stake ; but we have never lost ^ competition prevailing among foreign- 
sight of the ulterior object— the material [,*» may be the mm of their indifference 
progress and prosperity of the Japanese i to abuses they have the power to remedy •, 
people versa* the interests of those whose no one person feel* oallod upon to take 
official influence or power had placed them ! np the cause of others, and the one i ra- 
in an antagonistic position to the nation, prusion it that if any movement at all it to be 

made it moat emanate from the chamber of 
We have in our employ experienced commerce, whoae action would be materially 
translators, who keep us well advised of strengthened by the support of all merchant* 
all that appears in the Japanese papers, i who may not be members of that body. 
But, in spite of the utmost care in trans- 1 Wo are well aware of the difficulty in 
latiou it is a work of great difficulty to ' obuiuing attendance at any meeting called 
obtain a correct rendering of the meaning j for tl, « discussion of public matters, bat in 
of Japanese writers. This difficulty must ; ^ 8 _«^f; ■ 
be experienced in greater degree in " 



one or two energetic members of the com- 
munity will bo indorsed by the majority. 

At a meeting of the chamber of commerce 
held October 30th, .873, to take into consi- 
deration the rules of tho Kiito Aratame 



the translation of English into Japanese ; 
and we have littlo doubt that much of 
what we have written has been grossly 

distorted in translation. If our contem- 1 ivwutsha, the late Mr. J. M. JA0O.l'EMOr 
poraries, therefore, instead of verbally , some very pertinent remarks upon a subject 
circulating false and unwarranted itisintm- which may bo revived with advantage. The 
(ions repudiating the siugle-mindeilness limitation, by menus of the Muehigaisho, of 
and real objects of this journal, will point | the number of por-ons empowered to deal 
out any passage in the Japan Gazettk i foreigners, gives to the privileged 

hurtful to the feelings of the people, wo fow certai " means of forming a powerful 
shall be in a position to know the real < combination, not only fur the sale of Japanese 
nature of the grievance of which they 
complain. We challenge this action <>n 
their part with a clear conscience, and if, 
from timidity or other causes, our native 



1 produce in the onurso of which B never offers 
(to competo with A, but also in the purchase 



contemporaries are unable to justify 
themselves, wo appeal to their sense of 
honour to refrain from repeating charges 
thev know and feci to be at variance with 
the truth.— AVpf. 25 



>f imports, the latter being under the con trol 
of a syndicate who have hithorto settled the 
prices to be paid for particular goods, and 
even designated the firms to be, and those 
not to bo, dealt with. Plainly, the Japanese 
aro well aware of the want of onion among 
foreigners, and although we have no intention 
of commending trade combinations, still, under 
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I weapon* ; for although truth ami justice 
I prevail in Uic end, the end in Japan is 
off. Thorn iit happily no occasion for the 
>loymunt of other than reasonable meanB, 



tbe conditions ruling here, an understanding 
among foreign mcrchanta would terve to 
Japanese that business operations 
> subjected to the ciipricious action 
of a self constituted board for the con- 
trol of foreign trade without creating a 
combination and spirit of resis- 
It bas boon necessary before now 
to encounter fraud with fraud, falsehood 
with falsehood: to fight rascals with their 
own 
will 
far 

employ in en t 
but Japanese themselves readily acknowledge 
that any combination among foreigners would 
defeat their owu combination which renders 
the position of the Mtichiguisbo so strong. 
The lime has arrived when this matter should 
receive the consideration to which it is 
entitled. 

Mr. jACyUKMOT'd remarks quoted below 
were based upon a comment made by a 
member of the Kiito Arataruc Kwaishn in 
reply to the committee of the chamber of 
commerce. This gentleman, on behalf of the 
Kwaisha, sakl :— " We have not to take into 
consideration what these gentlemen propose 
to us. We are the sellers ; it is therefore for 
us to state on what terms we intend lo dis- 
pose of our produce, and it Is for them lo nc- 
ospt or reject them, as they please." With- 
out touching hero upou the applicability of 
this doctrine to imports, we pass to the pro- 
ceedings of the chamber, when Mr. Jaojdbmot 



this or other guilds with the free so. 
tion of dealers not belonging thereto is 
distinctly forbidden." Sin HABRT PARrtB 
added that the foreign representatives desired 
to be informed of the result of these proceed- 
ings, " which they trust will be to confine 
the operations of the Kiito Aratame. Kwaisha 
to legitimate channels, and to free foreign 



A copy of tho notification 

* is now reprinted for re- 



" Everything indicated that the 

prepared to profit by the disunion 
•n bu: 



foreign 
fertile 



of 

in it a 



uyers, and that they saw 
of strength to 
, so doebt, argued thai, as the buyers 

no 
do- 



not combine they ooold insist upon 




.for 
bad, by no 

of their 
ng would affect them, but 
the knowledge that foreigners possessed the 
strength of a moral combination against 
tbero ; and was satisfied that had thoy been 
■ble to agree to and maintain a or- 
to secure fair treatment of their 
would now enjoy a better position. But tho 
Jnponese know their weakness and the game 
was in their hands, thanks to tbe want of 
unanimity in action and feeling of tbe foreign 
body." 

Dwelling iu forcible terms upon tho inti- 
midation exercised by the Kwaishn, and 
its violation of article XIV. of the tun- 
ty, Mr. JACyi'KHOT moved n resolution for 
au address to the foreigu representatives 
ing for the suppression of tbe Kiito 
Kwaisba, adding :— 

"Tho sooner they knew their position the 
To yield now meant to invito future 
For I. is pmt he u:is resolved to 
resist to the uttermost, the dietiilion of the 
Kwnisha. Resistance was essential, and ho 
would resist." 

Tho resolution was mored and carried : 
on the <>th November following Mr. Wilkin, 
chairman of the chamber, addressed the re- 
presentatives of foreign powers; and on 
L)< c ruber olst, less than two months from 
the tinn' when the subject was introduced ir> 
the notice of the oiinisters. Sir Hxitiit Pakkks 
replied, enclosing a copy of a notifies- 
tion issued by the finance minister, 
by which "interference ou the part of 



in future. 

ferenrc. 

Hero we have an instance of tho rapidi- 
ty with which trade abuses can be 
remedied when they are properly represeut- 
sented in the right qnarter ; and it is mat- 
ter of general snrpriso that while the Machi- 
gaisho checks and controls trade, import 
and export, to a degree itlwolotely dangerous 
the welfare of nil foreigners, the task of 
exposure and protestation is loft to the for- 
eign press, tho chamber of commerce cither 
lidering tho evil beneath its attention 
or being ignorant of thu possible valuable 
results of its intervention. 

In conclusion, we repent that the existence 
of the Machigaisho is a standing threat to 
freedom of commerce in Yokohama. By its 
menns nil intercourse with the people, except 
through the objectionable medium of the 
brokers who form the import ring, is effec- 
tually prevented; and Yokohama presents 
the unique spectacle of quiet submission to 
a grievance of much greater magnitude 
because it includes that which, in 1H78, led 
to vigorous protest and eventual redress. 

We have pointed out the evil on several 
occasions and, therefore, fully porformcd our 
duty. Tho remedy is in tho hands of tho 
parties aggrieved.— Sept. 18. 

Tbi following is the notification alluded 
to in the article entitled " Combination versus 
Competition." 

Notification. 
To the Fu and Km. 

Whereas it has been stated that some of 
the Silk-Examination Guilds established in 
various plsoes have sometimes forced in- 
dependent merchants to enter them or have 
placed restrictions on tho business of persons 
not belonging to tbe goilds, notice is hereby 
giveu that as tho guilds arc established on 
the principle of mutual agreement alone, not 
only is it at the option of each individual 
that enters tho gnild, but he may leave it if 
he do not Tiolnte tho guild rules, and may 
also fretly enter into dealings with natives 
and foreigners whether he belong to a gnild 
or not. Further, no obstacles are to be 
offered to the dealings of persons not belong- 
ing to a guild in respect of the transmission 
of their goods to an open port. 

(Signed) OKTJMA SHIGENOBD, 

Miuiftcr nflhe Trratury. 

18th, 1878. 
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KXPOUT OF S/7,A' b'CGS 

El'ORK the commencement of the silk 
egg season Inst yenr we warned deal- 
ers in this article of the fnt-il error they 
wonld commit if thev prepared any cards 
whntever for sale to Italian grainours. In 
•Inly 1870, it was known that the Euro- 
pean silk crop would l>o much smaller I ban 
the nvrrsgo yield, nnd that the object 
of Italian graiiienrs would be to secure n 
full supply of cards to replenish the 
seed of which they must naturally fall 



short. We also pointed out that so long as 
Italy produces the usual crop of silk, all 
ohanoe of improvement in Japanese silk is at 
an end I that the pries of Japanese silk is 
always oontrolled by the quantity and quality 
of silk produced in Italy from Japanese seed ; 
and, finally, that as the government of Japan 
had refused or nogieoted to legislate upon 
a matter of snob primary importance to tho 
welfare of the country, it behovod silk mcr- 
chanta to spontaneously 
sbsolntely necessary for tbe protection of 
staple trade of the empire. To 
arguments thou nsed, we quoted 
official trade returns figures to shoi 
actual loss upon tbe export of eggs 
period of eighteen months exceeded five I 
red thousand dollars, that 
between the coat of prodaotion of the cards 
exported, and tbeir gross customs valuation. 
Iu addition to tbis real loss, the indirect loss 
in the article of silk alone is not less than 
sixteen million dollars per annum. 

Not one of the Japanese newspapers made 
use of the nrgurannts referred to, nor ever 
translated the articles in question ; and so far 
from this pernicious trade being checked, 
as it might have been if tho native press had 
made it their duty to investigate the sound- 
ness of the principles relied upon, and had 
impressed tbe people with tbeir valne, 
800,000 oanis were exported lasl year, the 
money obtained for which did not o 
tba cost of prodaotion. The Italian 
erop of this year is, tbe 
to the 800,000 cards given to the : 
less money than they cost the sh< 
sollers to produce. 

We know from most 
respondents that thu is a fact; that ths 
Italian crop is the produce almost solely 
of Japanese seed. If Japanese dealers had 
refused to^sell ^the eggs^exportwj ^or Jj 

eggs , for the purpoeo^of destroying them 

crop this year would have been a failure, and 
the price of silk in Japan today would have 
been nearer $900 per plcul than $4*0, the 
actual price of the moment The difference 
on a shipment of 18,000 pieels of raw silk 
represents a loss of $8,500,000 ; and knowing 
this, is it not ridiculous for the Japanese to 
prepare not only a moiety of last year's ex- 
port, bat any cards at all, because tbey can- 
not expoct the few Italians who come to this 
port, and who havo oombiued to imitate the 
Japanese expedient of a monopoly, to pay 
mnch more thau the prevailing price of tbe 
last three or four yoars, which is oonsideraMy 
under one dollar per card f If tho price of 
this year were twenty dollars per card the 
returns wonld still be insufficient to make op 
the loss tbe country has sustained by last 
year's export of eggs, without taking into con- 
sideration the loss that wiU accrue on this 
year's bnsineas. 

A retumc of the position will convince the 
most sceptical of the rottenness of the com- 
merciid policy which, for thu sake of four or 
five hundred thousand dollars, a sum insnffici- 
eut to defray tho cost of production of the 
articles sold, relinquishes the moral certainty 
of the acquisition of a aura, of money which is 
really trcalth in the present condition of 
Js panose commerce. 

His exoelloncy Iwakiiba recently declared 
the caase of national financial ouibaraasment 
and currency depreciation to bo tbe 'adverfo 
balance of forrign trade.' That his excel- 
lency should have been misled by those 
persons interested in the maintenance of 
official monopolies we can readily under- 
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have ascribed 
to the true moms, 
nopolies, 

i of currency, and the export of silk 
eggs ; and if he were properly advised by 
lent to express »n opinion upon 
as that term is understood by 
, be would be able to see that if the 
foreign purchasers of silk in Yokohama were 
in a position to telegraph authoritatively that 
tike Japanese government had interfered with 
the object of potting a stop to the oxport of 
silk eggs, the price of silk on this market 
would suddenly and considerably increase. 
This is a matter well worth the attention 
of a minister of his excellency's position, for 
it is one of vastly greater importance than 
the idle assertion that foreign trade is in- 
jurious to the nation. 

We can readily appreciate the reasons why 
the editors of the Japanese press do not 
translate the majority of the articles publish 
ed in tbe JiriN Gamtti. An imperfect 
written law, providing fine and imprisonment 
to be dealt out at tbe discretion of any incom- 
petent and untrained judicial officer, who 
may be the judge for the time being, and 
liable to any interpretation of its clauses or 
additions thereto, made by an irresponsible 
minister of justice, is an effectual barrier to 
the free discussion by the Japanese people of 
tli eir own affairs. But we cannot understand 
why the press should be silent upon a matter 
of so much weight as tbe exportation o 
silk eggs, for discussing which the pres 
laws provide no penalties.' We know it i 
not from any want of sympathy with the 
principles involved, and their silence is oon. 
soqueutly wholly incomprehensible. — Sept. 15 



n. 



SO important is „ 
wards tbe suspension and 
tion of the export of silk eggs, before the dealers 
repeat this year the folly of past seasons 
which had so injurious an effect upon the 
principal export, that we again suggest tbe 
advisability of official intervention in a r 



ter affecting the best i 
The difficulties in the 
were carefully e»— 
year, and as it is possible 
be under 
under 
we re 



of the oouolry 
way of the government 
by us in June last 
the matter may u< 
for we know it w 
twelve months ago. 
of an article which 



deals with tbe obstacles the g 
probably encounter in carrying a 
hibiting the export of silk eggs into 

"Let us suppose that a notification is issu- 
ed, prohibiting the export of silk eggs this 
year pending a revision of the treaty. An 
immediate and possibly violent remonstrance 
would follow from the Italian minister. The 
government, having an undoubted right to 
fix their own tariff, and declare what is pre- 
judicial or beneficial to the general trade of 
tbe country, are masters in their own house, 
or to use the words of L'EtM dv Japan, — 
• CharbonnUr at mattrt chtt lui,' and they 
possess an undoubted right, and not merely 
the right but the power, to prevent the ex- 
port of silkworm eggs; nnd, in reply to 
Italy's remonstrance, they would he in the 
position to ever that the continuance of tbe 
trade is so direct an injury to the most 
important iudustry of Japan, that it is neces- 
sary to exert their high prerogative in im- 
mediately stopping it in conformity with the 



of the people. If, in 
of this action on the part of Japan, Italy has 
any claim for compensation, Italy must prove 
it 'by international low. and ihow who the 
sufferers are by the discontinuance of this 
export ; whether tbe few birds of passage 
who may or may not come here every year, 
and whose arrival or requirements may be 
guided by the results ol their owu se*sou. 
are the sufferers for whom the compensation 
would be required ; or whether the whole 
trade of Italy is dependont upon the shodding 
ot the life blood of tho trade of Jspan. In 
either case (ho question would resolve itself 
into one of damage, or compensation, which 
must be justified by the law of nations. Japan, 
by refusing to permit silkworm eggs to be 
exported, does not deprive Italy of any inherent 
right ; it only defends its own commerce 
against the predatory raids of other commercial 
industries of a similar nature Tiolent remon- 
strances, harsh language, or threats, ought to 
havo no influence uffbu the minds of Ihv 
cabinet in a matter of this weight and impor- 
tance. Tho government ought to have the 
firmness to declare that they have passed such 
n law ; that it is necessary for the welfare 
of the country to maintain it ; and that, being 
as yet without native legal advisers of suffi- 
cient standing and knowledge to defend their 
action, they are resolved to trust their esse 
to the leading lawyers of either or both of tho 
two great nations who are tho authorities upon 
international law ;— Englaud and America. 

"Every country in the world has tbe right 
of prohibiting the export of those things 
which are essentially necesaary to its people's 
welfare, end as Japan ranks among the civiliz- 
ed nations of the earth it possesses that power 
in an equal degree to the others. No nation 
can attempt to force Japan to export silkworm 
eggs, and, if our argument is correct that (he 
discontinuance of this export is absolutely 
ueccssary for tbe preservation of the country's 
principal industry, it is manifestly the para- 
mount duty of the government to immediately 
put a stop to the export, and thereby give 
(he only assistance in their power to further 
the wishes of the highest personages in the 



The rulers of Japan should net forget that 
the seed taken away from this country is 
tbe best, and that the second rate cards leli 
for Japanese producers' use yield each year an 
inferior quality of silk. If refereuce is made 
to any experienced silk inspector of ten years 
standing and upwards, proof will be obtained 
that, although tho methods of manipulation 
proved, the cocoons from which the 
is obtained have deteriorated ; and 
re is great inferiority in 
substance and value— of the 



relative substance and value— of the silk ot 
this season, and that of fifteen or even ten 
years ago. This is a very significant fact 
when taken in connection with the improved 
quality of each season's production of silk raised 
in Italy from Japanese seed.— Srpi. 18. 



PAPER MONEY. 

THE last financial statement throws some 
light on the currency question. The 
total sum of paper in circulation has been 

reduced to Yen IOB.683,203 

But there is a balance of cash 
contained in tbe treasury, 
styled reserve fund, amount- 
ing to 51,325,515 



67,357,688 




It is 

of cosh in the t 
posed in part of i 
and in part of paper, 
ever aom of specie there may 
be in hand is available for tbe 
redemption of paper at the 
ruling rates, wbioh would in- 
croase the " reserve fund " and 
proportionally redooe tbe aom 
of currency afloat. For our pre- 
sent purposes we take the en- 
tire " reserve " to be in paper, 
and the balance to represent 
tbe amount of government 
notes now in circulation. To 
this latter sum we mnst add 
the issues of tbenational banks, 
wbieh is government paper 
in all but the name. The ex- 
act sum of bank notes is not 
known, but we assume it to be 82,000,000 

Total circulation of currency 89,857.688 

The exchangeable value of this sum is equiva- 
lent to 8,123,426 koku of rice, taking the 
rate of to-day to be yen 11 per koku. 

On the 28th December 1877, tho financial 
statement for the year ending June 1878 was 
issued, formally announcing the addition to 
ths currency of 27,000,000 yen increasing 

the circulation to 121,054,731 

Balauoe in treasury 39,031,538 

~82,023,193 

Issue authorised of twenty-four 
national banks established be- 
fore the close of 1877 22,802,880 

104,716.073 

The exchangeable value of this sum at 
tbe mean of the rating rates in December 
1877 and January 1878, namely yen 5.00, 
was equivalent to 18.700,000 koku of rioe. 

These figures are taken from the statements 
issued by the finance minister, the official 
list of national banks, and the market 
quotations for rioe at tbe periods mentioned ; 
and they disclose the following extraordinary 
state of affairs. Under the same condition of 
trade as at present, the nation was, two years 
ago, able to support a paper currency to tho 
extent of 104 millions, and to accept it as re- 
presenting 18,700,000 koku of rice. So soon as 
the process or redemption of | 
declared in subsequent official statement 
credit of tbe issuers rapidly declined, 
now a net issue of less than 90 millions ia 
to be worth only 8,128,420 ! 
of 15.850,000 koku, its relative ■ 
as compared with 1877-78. 

It is believed that Japan can sustain 
fully one hundred millions of paper without 
any depreciation of nominal value ; and we 
have indisputable evidence that the de- 
prcciat ion in January 1878 (about 110 to 112 
for rice) was not so indicative of excessive 
issue as of large government purchases of 
rice for export. But later on, and towards 
the close of 1878, the depreciation became 
more marked, and the situation grave, 
bacanse experience, and the inevitable re- 
sults of tho measure, provod the existence 
of too many notes. Appeals were mado 
to tbe government to declare the real 
issue, and to prove it by recalling the old and 
substituting new numbered and certified 
notes, aud there was no ambiguity in tbe 
warning which deolared that unloas this step 
were taken public opinion would be seriously 
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•bakes, and aonfldaao* in the govm-nmont'a 
power to redeem destroyed. 

The silence of the government with regard 
to the actual issue is significant. Knowing, 
as they *nroly do, how speedily confidence 
would be restored if the issue could be proved 
beyond doubt not to exceed the earn stated, 
tbeir inaction ia incomprehensible, and con- 
sistent only with the unmistakable signs of 
over-issue discernible in the appreciation of 
all commodities and labour. 

The expedient* of the lsst few months 
hare served no other ends than to irritate 
the people, and provoke the ridicule of thoso 
who see through the hollowness of the 
ssheme*. In the meantime, while monopolies 
are carefully surrounded with monstrous and 
wholly indefensible privileges, the canker of 
an unlimited and illimitable issue of paper ia 
permitted to devour the vitals of the state. 
But it should never be forgotten that the 
barm an inconvertible currency inflicts 
threatens the stability of the govern- 
ment itself. Its ravages never stop. Over- 
whelming necessity may and baa extenuat- 
ed this vicious tax upon the people, but 
the pressure which originated it is over, 
and the government, if they wish to arrest 
the progress of a serious dnnger, hlinuld have 
recourse to instant remedial measures . A 
few months, even a few' weeks delay may be 
fraught with consequences that may do irre- 
parable harm to Jspan. — Seyt. 28. 



THE RESOURCES OF JAPAN. 



•"PHE Manchester Guardian suggests the 
\_ possibility of Japan becoming before 
long an important source of wheat supply, 
and the Briiith UrreantiU GatrtU refers to a 
paaaeg* in Sir Habrt Pabkis' despatch cover- 
ing the trad* reports of 1678, wherein the 
development of this production is ref c rroil 
to, in oonneotion with an export that year 
valued at nearly 900,000 dollars. 

We quite agre» with our contemporary 
that " the importance to Japan of a develop- 
ment of her agricultural resources cannot be 
overestimated," because we havo used the 
identical words in articles upon the subject 
written some time ago. The cultivation of 
Yozo, a country well suited, we are advised, 
for wheal production, haa never struck us an 
of tbe slightest importance under the ex- 
isting condition of Japanese trade, and we 
have therefore consistently refrained from 
more than mere allusion to tbe schemes put 
forward for tbe utilisation of waste lauds in 
that island. 

Tbe marketable price of wheat in Yokoha- 
ma ranges from SI. 90 to 92.25 per picul, and 
as the best wheat is not of very good quality 
tbe larger rate would have to be paid to ob- 
tain grain for shipment to Europe. Wo can 
therefore ascertain with approximate accu- 
racy the cost of Japanese wheat laid down, 
say in London, and compare it with the ratios 
ruling there for other imported and native 
wheat. At 92.25 per picul, exchange of 
3s. 9d., freight st £3 per ton, 2£ per cent 
commission, and without any allowance for 
loss in weight, the laying down cost it: Lon- 
don will be as follows — 

Far Quaxtor of 46* lbs., 40s. 8d. 
Avsrsgv price of English wheat last year 40s. 7d. 
„ ., ■> „ this .. 46s. 6d. 
Per Quarter of 4*0 lbs.. Sis. M. 

Price of Amoricaa Bod Winter 49s. S>1. 

Spring 46.60. 

These prices, when considered in eonnec- 
tion with the relative superiority of English mt-nt w»y 
and Amarkan grain, do awa, with th* hope it i. th* « 



that wheat may form a principal export 
from this onnntry while prices here rulo at 
92 and upward per pical ; and reference to 
the customs returns for the year ending June 
30th, 1880, shows that no wheat at ail was 
exported during that period. 

Neither the BritM M«rca»til» Gamttte nor 
Manchester Guardian oould be aware of the 
reasons why Japan cannot at present become 
a grain exporting country. The land is rich 
enough ; there is no lack of producing 
power, farming enterprise and cheap labour 
Every advantage is enjoyed by the agricul- 
tural classes, for the ground rent of which 
they complain is far from heavy ; but the 
disadvantage — the impediment to produc- 
tion— is the impossibility of sending the 
grain to a market. 

The only ports from which grain can be 
shipped are the treaty ports ; and before the 
farmer can realise his produce he mnst lay 
it down at one of the treaty ports. To do 
this he most pay a coast freight nearly equal 
to that for which he could charter a ship 
to convey grain from the port of the pro- 
ducing district to London itself. The for- 
eign purchaser would readily take large quan- 
lities of both wheat and rice at prices ad- 
justed recording to the demand of the eon- 
snming centres, but he refuses to pay a 
freight which mnHt deprive him of any 
chance of profit unless the seller will accept 
a prico for his gmin that he knows to be 
quite nnieinnnernlive. 

It is true that members of the government 
or thoir agents are in a position to send 
foreign chartered vessels to load direct at 
unopened ports ; and this business has been 
carried on in rico, Ac, the result having 
been most unsatisfactory. That a government 
should lose on trading speculations ia 
sble. They know nothing of the busi 
which they engage and must place implicit 
reliance on other persons who are spparontlv 
chosen for their lack of that special experience 
the government require. The consequence 
mnst be the payment of excessive commis- 
sions, excessive because there are so many 
agents necessarily employed, losses in ex- 
chsngo, and the innumerable levies which 
are always deemed fair and reasonable when 
a government i» the victim 

If the people could enjoy tho same trading 
privileges as officials ; if they wore only 
empowered to use the cheapest conveyances 
they can ohtain, an export trade in grain 
would ensue highly beneficial to all con- 
cernod. The position is, however, that the 
government, unable themselves to export 
without loss, will not allow the people to take 
up a trade that in their hands wonhl be 
profitable, for the simple reason 
is one man in Japan who must be 
against all the rest of the people. The go- 
vernment say, in effect, use Mr. Iwasaki 
Yatabo's steamers, snd pay the charges he 
has fixe** for the transport of Jspanese pro- 
duee, or do not trade st all. There ia no 
trade. 

If these truths were known to tho editors 
of the home newspapers we should probably 
be able to reprint some artieles which would 
astonish the Japanese ministers by whose 
approval the coast trade monopoly is sus- 
tained. 

There are abundant means of wealth in tbe 
country. Vast quantities of grain could be 
raised for which India and China alono offer 
inexhaustible markets. Wealth is within 
the reach of the people but a wise govern- 
no : foreign trade is injurious ; 
um of our - 



cnlties, and we must last 

consequently exportation as i 

In order to enforce these recommendations 
the coast trad* is held a close monopoly ; all 
grain trade is prohibited a* effectually a* 
though there were stringent law* against it ; 
and Japan stands before the world a country 
rich in grain producing power, yet exporting 
nothing, while rioe for the food of its own 
people stands at famine prices! 

In tbe following concluding lines of the 
Britith HercantiU G***iU we cordially coin- 
cide, though with the addition of a few words 
of our own. 

" It ia owing to the relative amallassn of 
her exports and tie constant tendency to a 
drain of her bullion in payment of govern- 
ment requirements and foreign debts that a 
protectionist movemont has been promot- 
ed in the island* with the fallacious hop* 
of ensuring prosperity by diminishing the 
imports. It will be satisfactory to find 
that a real and more sensible move- 
ment ha* been mad* in tho direction of 
developing Japan's neglected and consider- 
able natural resources, ahould the announce- 
ment that a beginning ia to ha made in Yeao 
be confirmed." And it will be doubly gratify- 
ing to learn that th* government have re- 
moved the restriction* upon cheap coast 
carriage and have wisely resolved to abandon 
in favour of the people all those trade opera- 
tions which have been tried loog enough to 
prove tbeir unprofitable character to the 
nation and injurious influence upon th* 
18. 



RICE AND EXCHANGE. 

WHEN the government saw fit to arbi- 
trarily interfere with the course of 
currency exchange, and to establish an official 
scale of fluctuations, graduated into tenths, 
for tho pnrchase of kinsatsn, thereby de- 
frsading all bond fide dealer* in Japanese 
money oat of tbe difference between th* 
sham rate assessed by th* officials and Um 
real rate paid for Japanese production* used 

of ascertaining th* real anal* of 
in order to destroy th* fats* 
mpressions created by th* quotations of th* 
■liosha. For (hi* purpose w* hav* lately 
taken rioe as tbe standard of comparison, 
and by the fluctuations of that grain we bar* 
estimated the fluctuations in currency. This 
matter has evidently attracted attention, and 
tbe JTewMt Bhinpo haa now published a chart 
showing the fluctuations of rico from 1868 
to date, from which we axtraot the follow- 
ing I 



Year. 

1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 



Highest, Lowest. Moan. 



. 7 00 
.11.10 
10.70 
. 7.30 
. 4 40 
. 5.60 
. 7.70 
. 7.30 
. 5 50 
. 5.70 
. 6.80 
. 9.30 
.12.40 



5.70 
5.80 
7.26 
4.20 
370 
3 40 
4.50 
5.60 
4.20 
4.60 
540 
7.10 
8.H0 



fr.i:, 
8.45 
8.93 
5.75 
4.05 
4,50 
6.10 
6.46 
4.85 
5.15 
6.10 
8.20 
10.35 



Means 7.75 5.37 6.56 



The years 1869 and 1870 were periods of 
cop. and Urge im^rutioc of 
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grata, principally rice. The ruling prices of 
those year* are consequently abnormal, and 
should not be permitted to enter into any 
calculations for ascertaining the average 
value of rioe daring yea re of foil average 
production. Dealing, therefore, with seven 
years of ordinary cropa, 1871 to 1877 in- 
clusive, the average value per kokn is shown 
to ho yen 5.29. Such other information a* can 
be obtained, tends to support this average. In 
the financial statement for eight years, 1868- 
1879, his excellency OsXaU quotes figoroe 
showing a mean valoe for that period, in- 
' elusive of the famine years, of 5.42 yen per 
lenkn, and as theae rate* were taken from the 
rice atorea of Asakusa in Tokio, they are 
presumably trustworthy, although the mean 
is very much under the mean of the highest 
and lowest quotations shown in the chart 
published by the Krvti Bkinpn. The Tokio 
chamber of commerce, in a report on treaty 
revision translated and reprinted in this 
journal, declared the average selling price to 
be yen 4.43. The mean of the three valuations 
is yen 5.08, and 5 yen per kokn appears a 
fair and reasonable valuation for this Japa- 
nese staple grain. 

Our readers will remember that in January 
1878 kinaatsu were quoted at about 104, and 
the price of rioe as given by the Keeai Skinpo 
was yen 5.40, a corresponding value. From 
that time currency exchange has been 
subjected to violent fluctuations, but with 
two trifling exceptiona, namely June 1879 and 
January 1880, the price of rioe has steadi- 
ly advanced from yen 5.40 to yen 12.80. 
In April hut exchange touched 162, and rioe 
was quoted at yen 9.40 or equivalent to a 
currency exchange of 188. In the course of 
a few days, official interference with exchange 
led to a purely fictitious quotation of 138, at 
which price paper has been maintained, with 
but trifling variations until Saturday, when 
the first intimatiou of a resumption of 
fluctuation was given. 

We think there is sufficient evidenoe before 
the pnblie to remove all doubts about the 



conditinni wore in his favour. This loads to 
another grave consideration. If it is impos- 
sible for the people to export rice on their 
own account in oonsequenoe of the obstacles 
placed in their way by the government in 
coasting and exchange, how is it possible for 
the government to 
Inas ? Should the 



increased space required for two i 

certainly of importance, yet the one sole pro- 
peller has many and most serious disadvant- 
ages. The vessel cannot be fitted with what 
we hold is a neoeasnry protection, vis., a 
complete longitudinal bulkhead. Farther, 
export rioe exoept at a i the very large forgings required for one shaft 
government venture to and the three cranks of an engine of 10,000 



ship a single pioul of rioe under the cimum- horse power, are liable to imperfection and 
stances that unquestionably surround the ; fracture. If a crank or section of shafting be 
■export, the only conclusion that can be disabled, tho vossol of one screw may bucouio 



j arrived at will be that the government are not 
affected by the conditions which hamper the 

' people, or they are indifferent to the losses 
that must accrue from the most cruel and 
iudefensihle commercial undertaking t»[iy 
government can be concerned in. — Sept. 13. 
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ARMED MERCHANT SHIPS. 



falsity of the official exchange quotation. It 
is a duty to expose its utter hollowness, and 
to point ont to all those who are in any way 
concerned in the pro g ress of Japanese trad?, 
that the indefensible offioial interference with 
the doe course of currenoy has a most injurious 
effect upon business native and foreign. An 
illustration of our meaning is afforded by 
the fact that, in spite of the large surplus 
crop of last year, and the exceeding poverty 
of the nation, no rioe is being exported by 
the people. The reasons are few and simple. 
Holders of rioe in remote districts such as 
Sendai, Akita, and otber places, would frladly 
dispose of rice at a rate baaed on 8.75 to 
4.00 yen in silver, delivered there: but tbey 
cannot afford to pay the freight demanded 
by the Mitau Bishi Company for transport to 
in port, and they are not permitted to 
1 cheap ships for their own use. Ano- 
ad more formidable obstacle than the 
want of cheap conveyances, is the illegitimate 
interference with currency exchange. Pur- 
chasers of rice will pay in specie, 100 yen of 
which is actually worth to-day 256 yen, 
nominally only 146 yen, in currency. If 
a rice holder in Sendai sells 10,000 kolcu of 
rioe at 4 yen per koku, the proceeds, yen 
40,000, can only be exchanged for yen 58,400, 
while the marketable or exchangeable valno 
of the rice so sold (common and medium 
quality together) is at least 102,500 yon, a 
similar sum to what 40,000 silver yon would 
produce at 256, the real rate of to-day. 

The holder of rioe cannot, therefore, dis- 
pose of hi. rice for silver, even if all other 
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account of the new ocean steam 
of Rom*, now being built at B 
neas. 

It is made evident by two drawings ar 
written description, that the new vesne 
the type originally adopted for the I 
line. The City of Rome is narrow, verr 
and fitted (or one propeller only. There are 



helpless. With two screws the safety is not 
increased by double, bat by, perhaps, two- 
thirds : the two engines are separate and in- 
dependent t the castings and forgings sre of 
more manageable size, and the vessel can be 
manoeuvred with quiokiiess and certainty. 

The reason for our comments, however, 
has a different origin. It is in these waters 
we will first see the raitou d'etre of the 
Russian armed traders of the Patriotic 
Society. Some of theae veasels have already 
appeared, namely the Moeexno, the PrJenbourg, 
the Rewia, the Alia, Ac., Ao. Tbey hare 
tbeir usee in times of war, if used against 
slow and unarmed merchant vessels, but if 
pitted agaitmt men-of-war will fail miserably. 
The vessels were, however, bought out of the 
merchant service, and fitted with such im- 
provements as were possible, in pursuance of 
the bold plans of Admirals LessoffsKT and 
PoPOFF. But it in to the new perfected ship 
of the Patriotic Co., the Jarotlnw, we must 
look for the complete fulfilment of the plan 
to combine in one vessel the good qualities 
innovations. Hitherto all the Inmaa packets. I of speed, capacity, and economy required 

in a trader or transport, and the qualities of 
stability, strength, speed, power of keeping 
at sea for a long time, Ac, proper to a ootn- 
betant vessel. 

Now we see in England, that four com- 
panies of the first importance are construc- 
ting four veasels of exceptional size, strength 
and speed. Yet not one of the vessels is iu 
any way fit to take part in offensive or de- 
fensive war. Except as transports, these 
four cosily ships would no of very little use 
to a nation at war. The owners scorn to think 
tnat the burden of offence and defence in 
war time mast bo laid upon the British 
government. Besides the four exceptional 
vessels wo refer U>, the Peninsular and Ori- 
ental Co. are building eight or ten vessels, 
mostly of 3.500 to 4,000 tons each, and 
in different British ports about twelve- other 
vessels, all of ov.tr 4,000 tons, are being built 
for the Australian, Atlantio and 
trades. In none of these i 
any oa 

to be transformed into efficient cruising shipa. 
The Russians are more prescient, and if the 
il of the Patriotic Society, the 
and, as her constructor' 
the designer of the Tourville, Duqueene, Ac. 
is one of the best naval architects of Europe, 
we have no fears about ber success, Russia 
will be able, in time of war, to inflict 
incalculable damago on our trade before 
we could return scarcely a blow. There 
are reasons of self interest and security, 
quite spart from patriotism or public spirit, 
why our Kngliah shipowners should " take 
thought for the morrow," and bear in mind 
that merchant ships able to take part in the 
operations of naval war have a double value. 

The new Russian vessel— trader, trans- 
port, cruiser combined — to which we wish 
to call attention, was designed by tho mana- 
ger of the Soeiete Forget et Ckantiert of 

is 310 feet 
-S U.«-t liuei 



ithoot exception, have been built by Tod 
and McGrcoob of Glasgow, builders and en- 
gineers of high repute, but the City of Rime 
will be constructed and engined by the Bar- 
row ship building company, a considerable 
but comparatively new enterprise, founded 
by the dukes of Booclrdch. Ditor.ib.IM and 
Sutherlasd, and Sir James Rausdex. 

Another innovation is, that the vessel, 
save the frames, beams, stein, and stern past, 
is of selected Barrow steel, mado fr..m Span- 
ish and Cumberland luBmatite ores by a 
modification of the Siemens' process, A third 
novelty is, thst tho engines, will be of « new 
typo, vis. : three separate and distinct verti- 
cal compound onginea, to act on one shaft at 
Angles of 120 degrees. The engines are like 
those of the Oceanic, that is, the high pres- 
sure cylinder is placed above the expansion 
cylinder, so that one piston rod serves both. 

The City of Bunt, large as she is, is not the 
only new vessel of extraordinary site intended 
for the Atlantic trade. She will have at least 
three rivaU, one of which has been designed 
to surpass her. Messrs. Thompson of Glas- 
gow, are building the Sahara for the Cunard 
company, a vessel of different proportions but 
in power and capacity equalling the City of 
Rome. Harlaxd and Wolff of Belfast, have 
nearly completed the Mujeetic, a new packet 
for the White Star line ; and Eldkb A Co. are 
building for the Guion company the Alaeka, 
a vessel not inferior iu size and superior in 
engine power to the new ship of the Iuman 
company. By the spring of 1881, there will 
thus be four new steam ships engagod in the 
trade between New York and Liverpool. 
Each of the four veasels will be able to carry 
from 7,000 to 7,500 tons of cargo and 1,000 
or more passengers, at an average rate of 16} 
knots, i.e. : one land mile in less than throe 
minutes. These swift monsters will each 
consums about nine tons of coal per hour, 
or two. hundred and sixteen tons per day. 
It is to be remarked that, without exeep- 
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earry 3,000 tons of tea and about 600 ton. of 

coal. As a transport, .be can take 1,000 men 
from a BeJtio port to China or Russian Man. 
©hurie, end needs to oall for coal at tiro inter- 
) ports only.or if provisions only are 
and no cargo, she coald steam the 



or any 



5<h— To 
■ball be elected from all me 



i without calling at any port for 
As a cruiser abe will carry three or four 
hoary long range gona — 100 pounders— on 
to ratable*, and, in addition, several lighter bat 
yet long range guns. In faot, as a cruiaer the 
guns, shell and ammunition she ia intended to 
carry, will weigh 150 tons. The vessel has a 
ram under water, ber rodder is protected, and, j 
with her full engine power of 3,000 horses 
, she baa a speed of 15 to 15J knots, 
the engines and steam obest are 
The vessel has side winga, eight 
strong bulkheads and a doable bottom. 
Her strength too is exceptional ; her hull 
k tied together by diagonal and longi- 
tudinal fastenings of uncommon strength; 
and ber aides are of fine iron, two-thirds of an 
inch thick. We presume the vessel has hori- 
sontal engines, but our informant cannot 
aatiafy us on this important point. 

Hare ia a vessel faster, and comparatively aa 
burtbensome as the tMeneo*, and muchaiiperior 
in speed to the Octants. At three or four days 
notice, aa soon aa the deck housea are removed, 
the Jarotlaw can be made into a real man-of- 
war, or moat formidable cruiaer. Such a vessel 
must be matched by similar ships. It is not 
by the Module, for instance, dragging her 
" slow length along," that the Jarotlaw can 
be met, and as for our wretched sloops that 
■toam eight or nine knots in smooth seas, or 
tbe preposterous gunboats which crawl four 
knots or five when gentle breeaoa blow, ancb 
vessels are aa a carthorse would be to Ptgatut 
We trust that English ship owners will 
take tbe matter into consideration. Their 
occupation, at any rate, will be gone, whenever 
r. f.-» Jaretlate'$ cau roam the sens will) 




TRADE RESTRICTIONS. 

TljTE copy from the Japan TTeraJd the text 
YY of the agreement entered into by the 
import merchants of Tokio and Yokohama. 
Bran. 

u Owing to the extraordinary depreciation 
of paper money against silver, difficulties 
bate bean created in the business of mer- 
chants who deal in imports, and therefore, 
after mutual consultation, the following rules 
are agreed upon and adopted : 

" 1st. — During seven days, from September 
20th to 26th, no new purchases shall be 
made from any foreign firm. 

"2nd.— Notice must he Bent to certain ap- 
pointed committees in cases where the non- 
purchase of any goods shall cause public 
inconvenience. The committees shall in- 
vestigate the real faot a of each case and if 
they find the purchase must be made, they 
will buy the goods, and they will be deliver- 
ed to the firm requiring thorn at a price to 
bo settled by all the tradeA in snch goods. 

" 3rd. — With regard to goods contracted for 
before the 19th instant, sealed envelopes 
containing the names and quantities of the 
goods, the number of foreign firms end the 
date of the arrival of the goods, shall lie sent 
to tbe Buai Chuhcjo (office for collecting 
i on transactions) before tbe 21st 



envelopes will be opened ill 
of all thT 



the Hocki a^?At 'ifrww - In this case the syndi- 
o«tc has agreed to suspend all purchasi 



dealing in 



of paper 

ity till the 
any other 

in which difficulties may arise between 
the foreign and native merchants, the com- 
mittees shall have power to act for the latter, 
if applied to, in cases where tbe latter find 
themselves in any difficulty. 

" 7th. — Any one who violates these rules 
and makes any purchases privately, shall be 
fined 30 per oeut of tbe cost of the goods so 
porch asod. 

" Tho above rules having been agreed to by 
rantual consent, afli>r consultation, they 
should be oarefully followed." 

If evidence were required of the influence 
of the gnild or syndicate which controls the 

producers and foreign merchants, it would 
be afforded by this documont published in 

the sym 

as. 

from foreigners for a period of seven daya 
nulesa in a matter of necessity, in which cane 
the syndicate will supply the goods required 
nt prices to be settled by the traders in those 
goods. The obsorvnnco of the agreement is 
provided for by a penalty of SO per cent, of 
the cost of goods privately purchased in 
violation of the rules. 

The third rule contains a reference to tho 
Machigaisho, the Bnai Choshujo being the 
department of that office where commissions 
are levied and collected upon all goods sold 
to and purchased from foreigners in transit 
from and to thr interior. 

Tbe regulations issued by the Kiito A ra- 
ta me Kaiaha in 1873, to wbicb we referred at 
some length last week, were in no respect 
more objectionable than those now issued by 
the Machigaisho. The former were intended 
to control only one article of export, but the 
latter deal with the entire import trade of 
the country, and show conclusively that the 
free intercourse provided by treaty, and ex- 
pressly stipulated for in the Lnndou protocol 
of June 6th, 18t>2, is denied, in direct violation 
of the treaty rights referred to, by a combine- 
tion of merchants, who seem to possess ab- 
solute power to suspend all purchases from 
foreigners, and to limit the number and 
classes of persons who may enter the foreign 
settlements for purposes of trade. 

When the foreign representatives addressed 
his Excellency TuuSHINi MuNlKOBl, thon min- 
ister forforeign nHViirs, on the complaint of the 
Yokohama chamber, of oommerce respecting 
the Kiito Aratame Kaisha, they said that that 
guild interfered with the "freedom of trade 
" which is guaranteed by the treaties, that it 
"compels tbe Japanese dealers in silk and 
"silk eggs to bring all their produce '<> the 
" guild on arrival at Yokohama, that it as- 
"sumes tue power of inspecting such pro- 
** doce, and of levying inspection fees, that it 
" lays down rules fur the management of the 
"silk business of tbe port, imposes heavy 
" fines upon native merchants who do not 
" observe these rules, and stops the trade of 
" those who do not pass their goods through 
" its agency." 

If the Machigaisho be substituted for Kiito 
Aratame Kaisha, and imports for exports, 
we have in the former an institution which, 
in the language of tbe chamber of commerce, 



of the 

had the right, wit boot 
the intervention of guilds, in either sale or 
delivery, to dispose of produce and to pur- 
chase imported goods directly to and from 
foreigners, either by coming in person to 
treaty ports or through the medium of a 
native employe of tbe foreigner aeot into the 
oountry. 

The minister for foreign affairs wrote in 
reply to the temonstranoe of the foreign 
representatives, that, — " Ths Japanese go- 
" vernment have not for a moment sanotion- 
" ed such illegal acta as ths pissing 
" restrictions on other silk merchants, tbe 
•' making them bring their silk or eggs t« 
" the said guild for inspection, or tbe 
" compelling them to submit to the roles of 
" tho said guild. 

" Alt guilds being established at the option 
" of the parties forming them, they cannot 
" force others to become members, or forcibly 
•' detain them as members. As all merchants 
" are not members of tbe said guild, they 
" have the right of trading freely with natives 
" and foreigners without having their goods 
" examined by tbe guild. The Japanese 
" government will diligently take measures 
" for removing theee obstructions to trade." 

No person not being a member of the 
Machigaisho ia allowed to trade with for- 
eigners. Any Japanese consumer or pro- 
ducer, unlicensed by the Machigaisho, who 
should have the temerity to buy or sell 
directly from or to a foreign merchant, woald 
find his goods atopped in Iramita by police- 
men when nearing the boundary line of the 
settlements. By whose instructions do the 
polios act in this matter P This ia a question 
of grave moment, for tho police are under 
the orders of the governor of Kanagawa an 
official appointed by tbe government; mad 
tbe government, in tbe end, are in tbe posi- 
tion of unknowingly, by the acta of their sub- 
ordinates, violating tbe trade stipulations 
of tbe treaties, and ignoring the assurances 
given by the late minister for foreign affairs 
to tbe envoys of trusty powers, in bis dis- 
patch of December 24th, 1873. 

We have been requested to give full pro- 
minence to tho illegal action of the Machi- 
gaisho, and to draw the serious attention of 
the chamber of commerce to the necessity of 
action on its part; and we may mention in 
conclusion that a memorial addressed to the 
foreign representatives detailing all that is 
known of the acts of the Machigaisho, dif- 
ficult as tliey are of proof, will have the effect 
of institutihg a searching investigation into 
and removal of a serious obstacle in the path 
of foreign commerce. The rules issued by the 
Machigaisho for the temporary suspension of 
trade, are in themselves sufficient Co warrant 
I immediate action, and we shall be sorry to 
| Hud tbe community so indifferent to its own 
interests as to continue to neglects matter of 
such great importance to the future of 
foreign trade. — .Sept. 23. 
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A FORMER RESIDENT ON JAPANESE 
AFFAIRS. 

THE Alia California publishes an account 
of the progress, condition, and future 
of thia country, the materials having been 
gathered from "a gentleman for many years 
resident in Japan." From it we extract 
the following gems :— 

" Until very recently, poverty has been un- 
known in Japan ; on the other hand, there 
been any great wealth. There 
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always been a a 
and living has been 



thi 



supply for all, 
in fact, 
terconrse 
condition, and 
ngB are more expensive than they were— 
not having laid anything op for a rainy day 
—there is a great deal of genuine want. 
Even this would create no alarm to the 
government, the country being very elastic 
and possessing great resources, bat for the 
fact that they are hampered and trammelled, 
unable to advance a single step in their pro. 

national development, by the for- 
which literally handcuff thoir 
movement. They are even restrained 
by outside influence from developing tbeir 
mineral wealth, which is believed to be very 
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1 As regards theircommercial relations, they 
eron still more jealously and stringently 
The foreign clement objects to 
the enlargement of their trade on any terms 
that are not totally advantageous to the for- 
signers, without the least regard to the in. 
tereat of the country itaolf. The American 
Minister, Mr. Bingham, is, I am happy to 
say, an honorable exception to this oppres- 
ntarference, but his influence is iiiHnm- 
to overcome the combined strength of 
>ther diplomatic agents. Thia foreign 
of ' bull dosing,' to use an Ameri- 
canism, is led by Sir Harry Parkes, the 
British Envoy, a man of the greatest energy 
and activity, but altogether unscrupulous in 
bis dealings. In nsing the word " unscrupul- 
ous" I do not mean dishonest for himself, 
but absolutely and undeniably unscrupulous 
in anything for the interest of his Govoru- 



"The Postal service is undoubtedly the 
crowning point of Japanese enterprise, and 
is a marvellous piece of political machinery. 
It not only pays for itself, but annually 
proves a hfindaome source of revenue. This, 
I am happy to say, was instituted by, and is 
still under, the supervision of Americans. 
It was organised in 1874 by Mr. 8. M. 
Bryan, of the United States Postal Do| 



apart- 
ment, and ho was ably assisted by S. T. 

- . Farr is 



The 



i anything 

"The internal policy of the Government is 
to unify the oountry, bury all sectionalism, 
and destroy the unfair influences of caste. 

" Their foreign policy is most pescefnl and 
conciliatory, bat they feel moat bitterly, aud 
sullenly resent, the foreign oppression under 
which they labor, and are unceasingly looking 
for pcncuublu means to remove the unjust 
treaties. 

** Ttte oountry is not largely favorable to 
railway enterprises, being exceedingly moun- 
tainous and hilly, but where it is at all prac- 
ticable, surveys ero in progress, and capital 
will be forthcoming for a complete railway 
system. It is hoped that when they do 
become general the American system will 
prrvail. Apropoa of this, ths only doubt on 
the subject comes from ths fact that when- 
ever attempts are made, and with a promise of 
success, to introduce American improve- 
ments, the moat strenuous and arbitrary 
menus are used by Parkes and his faction to 
bead them off, and even though the English 
element bad no idea on tbe subject prior to 
the American soggeetion, they generally 
substitute an English invention for Iho pro- 
posed American one. 

" As an example, the original projects for 
railways in Japan were laid down, prepared 
and placed before the Mikado's Government 
by Americans, but inadvortently and incau- 
tiously tho matter was allowed to come to 
the personal knowledge of Parkes, who by 
bluster and intrigue, succeeded in bringing 
an English mouopoly to tbe front. Daring 
the past year, however, arrangements hare 
been completed for laying down an American 
railway of about 40 to 60 miles in the nor- 
thern pert of the Empire, and it is con- 
fidently expected that the result of this 
undertaking, both in an economical and prac- 
tical sense, will set aside the existing English 
system. 



Farr, L. Merriman and others. Mr. 
now in this State, engaged in mining. 
Department is worked entirely on the 
improved American plan, and is found to 
work admirably. Notwithstanding its ob- 
vious and universally acknowledged success, 
it was systematically opposed by Parkes and 
his colleague, tho Minister from France, who 
is completely subservient to Parkes, until 

I about a year ago, whon the absurdity of his 
opposition became so apparent that he was 

1 forced to rocogniio its utility." 

The person who gave the, information 
quoted abo.ve, was either not endowod with 
the memory tradition affirms to be in- 
dispensable, or he was grossly ignorant 
of the actual condition of things in the 
Mikado's empire. Wo will deal with tho 
items seriatim. The poverty onder which the 
people now unhappily labour is not in any 
sense due to foreign intercourse. Foreign 
trade so far has been a source of direct 
wealth to all those engaged in it, and has 
been the meaus of bringing into the country 
large sums of money. A statement of this 
nature will appear strange in face of the stress 
laid by Japanese statesmen and the press 
upon the " balance of trade " ; but we havo 
shown sufficiently that the " balance" of for- 
eign commerce is largely in favour of Japan, 
and succeeded in pnttingan end to the ground- 
leas assertions so frequently made for the 
purpose of throwing upon foreign trade tbe 
odium of tbe embarrassments arising from a 
mistaken financial policy. 

There would be difficulty in finding a more 
wilful misstatement than that tbe develop- 
ment of tbe resonroes of the oountry is 
prevented by tike foreign treaties, exoept 
that whioh declares " the foreign element 
" objects to the enlargement of tbeir trade on 
" any terms that are not totally advantageous 
" to the foreigners without the least regard to 
" the interest of the oountry itself." Tho 
treaties now in force are eminently favoura- 
ble to a large trade aud the development of 
national resources : they were especially 
drawn with that object ; and if they were 
carried out faithfully the commerce of Japan 
would be much larger than it is. The causes 
which interfere with progress are totally 
opposite to tbe operation of the treaties, and 
may be said to oonsist of breaches and viola- 
tions of the treaty trado stipulations made by 
and with official sanction, for the people's com- 
mercial operations are restricted in order that 
officials may enjoy tho benefits derivable from 
monopolies supported by government funds. 
The inclinations of the people correspond 
with the wishes of foreigners fur an enlarged 

I export trade ; but owing to steamship and 
trading monopolies granted to officials and 
their friends, private merchants aro completely 
driven out of the field, the result being that 
tho men who could make trade profitable are 
compelled to givo way to those who cannot. 
If there aro profits in these official spooula. 
tious the ^privileged monopolists absorb 

them ;' that is, it never recovers the advanoes 
it has made. 

In estimating the effect of the'treaties upon 
trade and ita development, we ask our Califor- 



nian contemporary to oonaider that the mean 
yearly value of export* for thirteen years 
past has not exceeded 919,500,000, under a 
tariff of customs duties based upon five per 
cent, ad vihrem. This being the case, in 
what manner can tho treaties be revised to 
give an impetus to production? Reform ia 
internal interference with commerce, and not 
treaty revision, is what Japan earnestly and 
urgently requires. And touohing restraint 
upon tho Japanese wish to develop mineral 
wealth, we need go no further than refer 
to the cruel minicg laws, which have hitherto 
restrained, and continuo to do so, all mining 
enterprise of whatever kind. Tho mining 
laws of Japan aro a monstrosity, disgraceful 
aliko to the authors aud tho go rem men t 
tolerating them. 

We may say at once and without hesita- 
tion that tho story about the railways is a 
pure fabrication. Tho first foreign loan 
contracted by Japan was borrowed in Eng- 
land, and sent out in railway plant and 
material. The remainder of the paragraph is 
false in every particular, if wn oxcept the 
proposed construction of a railway in tho 
island of Yeso by an American engineer, 
an undertaking whioh is regarded by people 
of all classes as one of the most indefensibto 
pieces of jobbery tbe government have yet 
sanctioned. When dotails of the quality, cost, 
and use of the northern line are made publio, 
we shall be able to judge whether " the result 
of this undertaking, both in an economical 
and practical sense, will setaaido the existing 
English system." 

We should be inolined to resent the at- 
tacks upon Sir ill K ST Pirkis, ber Majesty's 
minister, did we not recognise the source 
of the falsehoods upon which those attacks 
are fouuded. We have had in Japan foreign 
rulfiane of every degree, but none more do- 
graded or hateful than he who, for a paltry 
monthly stipend, prostituted his pen by un- 
provoked and foul libels upon England, her 
representative and people; that person is, wo 
think, the "gentleman, for many years re- 
sident in Japan," who has foisted upon the 
Alia reporter tho absurd misrepresentations 
which disfigure the artiole on the M Land of 
tbe Mikado."— 8tfi. 22. 



NOTIFICATION OK THE DAIJOKWAN TO 
THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 

Iu dealing with government paper-money, 
it has heretofore been the custom to destroy it 
l>y fire, in prcsonco of the peeplo ss witnesses, 
but siuce tho 8ih year of Meiji (187S), this 
mode of destruction was abandoued and that 
of reducing to pulp substituted, and during 
this time public witnesses have not been ad- 
mitted. In future the mode of destruction is 
settled ss follows : — 

1st.— Paper-money withdrawn in accordance 
with the established rule for the reduction of 
the amount iu circulation : and that which 
has been exchanged for Kinsatau Kosai Shio- 
shio (government bonds in exchnngo for paper- 
money) and that which is spoiled, shall bo 
consumed by tire, beforo officers of the finance 
department. 

2nd. — The duto end pluco fixed for consum- 
ing paper-money as above mentioned, shall be 
notified to the public and tho people can attend 
and witness the process. 

Jlrd.— A report of the amount of paper- 
money thus consumed certified by the iuspoc- 
tors, shall be published. . 

Tokio, September 25th, 1830. 
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MODBRN BIOGRAPHY Df GRIN A. 

Th« Qiaxd Secmtabt Li. 

(China Review.) 

The following sketch of the cm-sot of the 
Grand Secretary Li may be of interest, in 
view of passing events, to those who have 
not been long enough in China to remember 
tho facta which it records, and mny perhaps 
suggest tho production of fuller and abler 
papers on recent events in China. 

Li Hang.chang was born in tho year 1823. 
His father, Li Wen-ngan was a native of 
Ho-fei district in Lu-chou Fa, in tho Pro- 
vince of Ngan-hoei. Ho camo of a family 
daring several generations distinguished fur 
literary attainments, and was himself a Fellow 
of tho College of Literature (Hau Lin Yuen). 
Ho wnsstutionod intlio Capital for many years, 
serving in the Board of Punishments, and 
afterwards as Director of the Banqueting 
Court. Before the breaking out of the T'ai- 
ping Rebellion, Li Weu-ngan hnd retired to 
his nativo place, whoro ho was living whon it 
was captured by the Rebels. He died in 
1855. 

The Grand Secretary's mother is still alive 
and in fall enjoyment of the honours which 
the success of bar sons has secured to her. 
She reached her 83rd birthday on the '23rd 
February 1879. On that occasion, according 
to the 6'A*n P<jo, beside* presents direct from 
the Court, she received a scroll from her 
friends in which her virtue* are set forth in 
glowing terms. Amongst her other good 
deeds it recounts that while her husband was 
employed in the Board of Punishments abe 
■tinted herself that she might be able to give 
clothes to the prisoners in winter, and there- 
by saved many lives ; and that dnring the 
rebellion she urged her sons not to allow earn 
for her to keep them from fighting for their 
country, and that therefore to her is doe their 
success. 

At the examination for the degree of 
Metropolitan Graduate in the year 1847 Li 
Hung-chang was placed in the second class, 
and after the customary three year* of farther 
■tndy, he was appointed a Compiler of the 
second class in the Hau-lin College. In 1850 
ho acted as a Compiler in the Imperial Print- 
ing OfBoe. 

In 1853 Li was ordered to accompany La 
Haien-chi on his mission to Ngan-huci to act 
against the Taiping Rebels. In the same year 
Li was recommended for promotion in re- 
1 for his service* against tho Rebels, and 
of the 6th grade and a black feather 
conferred upon him. In June 1855 Li 
went into mourning for his father ; bat, being 
engaged on military service, he was exempted 
from the action of the rulo which on the 
death of either parent ordinarily compels an 
J to retire for twenty-seven months to 
o in his native place, and he continued 
ve with the troops. During his period 



to serve with the troops. During his period 
of mourning ha wan recommended for re- 
ward in eonsequenco of the recapture of the 
D.strict City from tho rebels, and 
to the brevet rank of Prefect, 
and awarded a Peacock's Feather; at the 
capture of Lii-chou Fu the Grand Couucil 
was directed to note his name for promotion 
to the rank of Intendant sosoou as his period 
of mourning should be over; and at tho cap- 
ture of Wu-wei Chon and neighbouring 
cities in 1856, be was again put forward 
amongst those whose bravery and skill had 
resulted in success, and tho brevet rank of 
J odioial Commissioner was conferred upon 

him, 



In 1857 when hia period of monrning was 
oompleted, the Grand Council was again 
directed to note his name and bring him for- 
ward for appointment as Prefect or Intendant 
as soon as a vacancy should occur. 

In Nov. 1859 Li was made Intendant of 
the Yen-Chien-Shao Circuit in Fnkien. From 
this time until the suppression of the Nt*»t-/*i 
rebellion in July 1868, Li was coin.taut.ly 
engaged in military operations, at first 
against the Taiping rebels in Siangan 
Hunan and Hnpei; then against the Xien-fti 
in Hon an and Shantung. 

During the allied campaign in 1860, Li 
had tho good fortune to escape employment 
whioh would have put him in opposition to 
Western Arms : had ho boon so employed 
his subsequent career might have been very 
different, for tho rigorous responsibility which 
attaches to office in China, extending to 
matters over which the official can havo no 
control, has brought Chinese officers opposed 
to foreigners in the field to almost certain 
disgrace. 

In April 1862 Li was acting Governor of 
Kiang.sn, and on tbe 3rd Deo. 1862 he was 
appointed Governor. In February 1863, on 
tho recall in disgrace of Hsiieh-huan, he was 
ordered to act as Superintendent of Trade 
for the Southern Porte, and later, on the 
recommendation of Tseng Kuo-fan, bo waa 
appointed to that office. 

We have now reached the orncial period 
in Li's career — the final struggle against the 
Taiping Rebel*. Encountered by the humilia- 
tion which tho Central Government received 
at the band* of the English and French in 
I860, the Taiping* broke through the blockade 
of Nanking, and advancing towards the South, 
defrated an Imperialint army and captured 
Soochow and Hangchow. The Governments 
tat Kngland and France had hitherto remained 
neutral, influenced perhaps by the advocacy 
of the Missionaries, who thonght that they 
recognized in Hung Hsni-ch'uan a second 
Constantino, and that the Chinese, who singly 
showed inch good fight against the new 
doctrine, would go over, a whole nation, into 
tbe Christian camp, if the Taiping* succeeded 
in overturning the reigning Dynasty. In the 
year 1862, however, tbe Governments of 
Kngland and France began to throw tho 
whole weight of their influence into the Im- 
perialist scale, and no man perhaps profited 
more by this action of the Foreign Govern- 
ments than tho subject of this sketch. He 
obtained credit for General 8taveley's defence 
of Shanghai, and for Colonel Gordon's vio- 
toriee ending in the capture of Soochow, and 
the pacification of Kiang-sn. Indeed the 
Grand Secretary has been most fortunate 
throughout in his relations with foreigners. 
Tbe question which bad been the bugbear 
of his olas*, the people who had been the 
Nemesis of Chinese officialdom for twenty 
years, be turned by good fortune or skilful 
•nagement to his own ends. 
In December 1863 Li reported to the 
Throne that tho rebels in Soochow lieing hard 
ed, he had established an understanding 
part of the populace ; and that the city 
been taken by a combined attack from 



with 



within. In reward he waa 
granted the brevet rank of Junior Gaardian 
of the Heir Apparent. 

In 1864 on the recapture of Ch'angchow, 
midway between Soochow and Chinkiang, 
Li was given hereditary rank of the 7th 
grade. 

In May 1865 Li waa granted an hereditary 
title of tbe 3rd degree with tbe laudatory 
of Sa-i. Daring this year ' 



as Governor General of the Two Kiang ; bat 
on tbe return of Tseng Kwo-fan to that office 
in 1866, he was made Imperial Commissioner 
for the suppression of the Nitn-fei rebellion. 
In the following year he waa appointed Gov- 
nor General of Hu-kwang, but he still held 
supremo command of the forces acting againat 
the Sien-fei from the South. 

In 1868 the Governor General of Cbihli, 
and the Governor of Shantung reported to 
the Bmpamr that a body of Ni**-fri was 
marching North towards tbe Capital, and 
that men* n roe must be taken to oppose their 
advance. In February of this year a decree 
appeared, in which the Emperor expre**** hi* 
wrath at this intelligence. " We trusted Li 
Hung-chang with the High Office of Imperial 
Commissioner for the suppression of tbe 
rebellion. How has onr confidence been re- 
warded ? In spite of Onr urgent commands 
that he should take immediate action against 
the body of rebels marching North, be bad 
not attempted to hasten his subordinates in 
thoir operations, and has left our Capital ex- 
posed. Neither h»s he written a single line 
in reply to oar repeated enquiries. What 
has be been about? Let him be deprived of 
the peacook's feather, tlie riding jacket and 
his hereditary rank." In July of the same 
year another decreo appeared, in reply to a 
memorial from Li announcing the complete 
overthrow of tbe Nten-/et, the death of tbeir 
chief Chang Tsung-ytt, and tho pacification 
of Shantung, Honan and Chihli. The Em- 
peror expressed bis unbounded satisfaction 
at the overthrow of a rebellion, which bad 
lasted more than ten years ; and decieed tbe 
return to Li of his title and his honours. The 
rank of Senior Guardian of the Heir Apparent 
was farther conferred apon him, and he was 
reinstated in' his office* of Governor General 
of H ok wang and Assistant Grand Secretary. 

In 1869 Li took tho seals as Governor 
General ; and ia the same year be administer- 
ed the affairs of Hnpei as Governor in addi- 
tion to tbe superior office. 

In January 1870 Li was ordered to Kuei- 
chow to oope with Mahommedan rebels, and 
his brother Li Han-chang took over the Gor- 
men t of Hukwang. The mother of tbe for- 
tunate brothers was living at the time in tbe 
Governor General's Yatnen, and since both 
the going and coming Viceroys were her 
sons, she did not change her place of resi- 
dence—a piece of good fortune perhaps un- 
paralleled. The whole of the military forces 
in Saechuen, Kueiobow and liakiang were 
pat under Li's direction. But in the follow- 
ing March he received oounter-inatruotion* 
directiug him to proceed to Shea si 
mediately, to take the field against the Mi 
tnedaos of tbe North- West with the I 
lately 
M E 

when in September 1870 he waa appoint* 
Governor General of Chihli and ordered to 
to face the difficulty arising from 
ere of the French. 
In this year 1870, when the difficulties 
with which tbe Government struggled were 
greater perhaps than at any time siuce 1860, 
Li seems to havo been the mainatay of the 
Central Power: in the course of a few months 
we find him ordered to head the Imperial 
Arms in Kueiobow and Shensi, provinces 
at the two opposite ends of the Empire, and 
then to undertake the Government of Cbibli. 

In the summer of 1876 tho Grand Secre- 
tary was appointed to meet Sir Thomas 
Wade and negotiato terms for the settlement 
of the Ynnnan oase. Tbe result was the 



Chefoo Convention signed in September 
1876 ; and h.re this sketch mast end. 
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Step irtf . 



Thi Bluff garden* presented quite » l»iry- 
Like tcon* lsst evening (22ud ull.) at nine 
o'clock : the rows of lanterns toatefully hung 
•ad feotooucd, with the rieing moon shining 
over ell. made ono tbitik of the worde of the 
" immortal bard." 

Here will we ait and let the sound of moiic. 
One* in our ears. 

The concert advertised by the imperinl Ja- 
paneee uav«l band and U.S. flagship Richmond' t 
band, began punctually at nine by tho latter 
performing Auber's Crowu Diamonds overture. 
The programme was divided into three purls : 
first, each band pluyed a selection and after- 
wards combined for a grand ensemble and finale. 
Ws hare ao often had an opportunity of hear- 
ing both these fine bands thst it would be 
" painting the lily " to speak much of the per- 
formances on thia occasion. The superior in- 
telligence put into their work by the Richmond 
men on the oue side was counterbalanced by 
the military precision (if we may use such a 
term in speaking of purely natal bands) shewn 
by the Japanese, especially when led bi 
one of their own number. Undoubtedly the 
great effect of the whole evening waa the 
combination of the two bands in the third 
part of the entertainment. Hero we had an 
arrangement of Kontsky's noisy pianoforte 
piece — le Reveil du Lion — under the direction 
of air. JSekcrt. This to our mind was taken 
much too slow ; as all our readers who 
recently heard Mr. Hirlemann perform this 
piece on tho original instrument will readily 
admit. Noxt came a Straus* Galop splendidly 
played uuder the direction of Mr. Meyrelles ; 
and the "Nancy Lee" march* played nen amors 
uadcr the flue leedership of the Japanese 
bandsman before mentioned, brought the 
whole affair to a worthy climax. The old 
Prussian national hymn brought a delightful 
evening to a pleosaut close. 

We were glad to sec such a large attendance, 
and rejoice to learn that there is a chance of 
an afternoon band-concert at an early date, 
prior to the Richmond"* cruise southward next 
month. 

Mr. I burg, who is about to return to Shang. 
hai, gave a farewell concert last night (27th 
ult.) st the Gaiety theatre. 

He deserved a better attendant?, 
tre was barely hall filled, yet the 
wa. the best w* hare bad for earn 
Tho first piece 




'• lovely 



concerto io E mimor. Mr. Iburg plsyed the 
violin psrtition admirably, to the surprise of 
each of Ihcee who hsd only heard him perform 
in the open air concerts, in which his fine tow*, 
technique, and art were almost lost. His 



last night was of a high order of 
nee. Ho hsd the advantage of Mr. 
perfect piano-forte accompaniment, 
and besidse the sssistance of three violins nnd 
one cello. The first violin and cello player 
were both artists of skill. A tenor song of 
Mendelssohn's followed. It was sung by a well 
known resident, who has a voice of singular 
purity and sweetness. Mr. Iburg then gave s 
very difficult caprice, written by the Belgian 
artist Vicuxteraps for the violin. Tho piece 
is a tow dt fort* but has many melodious pas- 
sages. 11)0 last part in particular, a tumul- 
tuous and rapid movement, was given with 
Mr. I burg's best method. 

A. French gentleman, who has n fine voice. 



sang La ,ulla confi<UnU, but although his 
style j. good and ue bad the advantage of 



an admirable accompaniment of violin, piano 
and cello, did not make hie usual impression. 
The song is too low for his voice. The follow- 
ing piece, Btt'hovtn* incomparable Addnida, 
was one of the best performances of the concert. 
\ gentleman from Tokio played the exquisite 
love song on the violoncello with skill and 
delicacy, and Mr. Heimann gave the piano 
part with perfect neas. 

The second part included a duo for piano 
and violin on themes from Rossini's William 
Tell, finely rendered by Messrs. Iburg and 
Vinay. A tenor song of Abt waa afterwards 
sung by n gentleman who has a b»as or bari- 
tone voice. Mr. Iburg then gsvo a vi.din 
fantasia by Leonard. The first part is founded 
upon, or at least greatly resembles a well known 
Sclavic melody. The second part has remini- 
aences of Halfe. The piece w<i» pretty and 
lunerul. The concert was brought to a cloee 
by two fine and original songs by Rubinstein, 
whose freshness, atreugth and purity contrasted 
well with the affected and cloying oentimen- 
talism of the pn-ceding violin pieci*. Messrs. 
Tow u ley and 'van Oordt sang excellently well, 
and did full justice to tho beautiful lyrics of 
the (treat Hussion composer . 

Altogether the concert waa of ttni 
leuce in all respects. 

In the forenoon of Tuesday the 14th 
the ceremony of presenting diplomas to 
ful students in veterinary science took 
the Imperial Collego of Agriculture at 

The graduoting class had been for nearly 
three years under tho special instruction of Dr. 
J. McBride and, on his lo.iviug tho country, it 
had several months prnctico at the government 
farm at Shimosn, and was finally examined by 
Mr. Sugita of the military depurtmcnt. 

His excellency Matnugata, minister of the 
interior, arrived on the grounds at an early 
hoar and was followed, after some dejay, by 
his excellency Shinngawa, chief of the Kwaii- 
no-kiyoku, Mr. Tanaka and other officers of the 
Agricultural Bureau. The formal proceedings 
were opened by a speech from Mr. Shinagawa, 
who then presented the successful candidatea, 
fifteen in number, with their certificates. The 
atudents were then addressed in turn by Mr 
Katayams, the vice-principal of the collego 
(the principal being absent), Mr. Kineh, pro- 
fessor of chemistry and only remaining foreign 
teacher, and Mr. Sugita, veterinary instructor. 

Mr. Kinch, in the course of his remarks, 
reminded the graduates that they could do 
much towards preventing useless cruelty to tho 
lower animale which oft en arises from igno- 
rance and thoughtlessness ; he also strongly 
urged tho advisability of tho old students 
keeping up an interest and connection with 
their college, both for their own benefit and 
that of tho college, and instanced the work 
dono at the royal agricultural college (Ciren- 
ccatcr) congress ns an example of such good. 

Mr. K. Xishigawa, the senior graduate, 
replied on behalf of his class, expressing t he 
thanks of the students to the officials and 
teachers of tho institution. 

His excellency Matsngata, who has always 
taken a special interest in the veterinary de- 
partment of tho college, then addressed the 
graduates, pointing out to them the import- 
ance of their calling in this country, and tho 
many other ways in whirh they might be of 
enpecinl use. The assembly then adjourned to 
the ample lunch which had been provided. 



A vMtr good game was played on Saturday 
afternoon (25th ult.) betweon Doctor Wheeler's 



and resulted in a victory for the latter 
by eight runs, the Doctor scoring 29 oat of 
the 78 made by the Foreigners. Oa the other 
side Barlow and Abbott only got into double 
figure*. The fielding on bj>th aides was generally 
good, although one or two u akying " catcheo 
were missed. Stephens sud Barlow batted 
very steadily but there was a good deal of •' hit 
hard and trust in providence " about the play 
of the other Britisher*, and the score of tho 
eleven, as will be seen below, i* considerably 
increased by the large number of I 



J. H. Thompson, b. Wbooler 6 

Trevethick, run out 9 

F. Stephens, b. Sotter 9 

H. barlow, b. Sutter 10 

E. Abbott, e. A b. Wheeler IS 

A. Hearne, c. Suttur, b. Wheeler S 

F A. Cope, c Sutter, b. Dodds 

BVv K- (J. Irwine, c. Mi toe. b. Wheeler t 

T. Brewer, b. Wheeler 0 

Boag, b Wheeler 6 

E. J. M«ea, e. A b. Wheeler 6 

B F. K lby. run oat 0 

C. D. Moss. c. A b. Wheeler 7 

S. Fowjs, c. Dodds, b. > beeler 0 

G. Hodges b. Wheeler 1 

T. F. Talbot, o. Ritchie, b. Dodds 9 

Loxtoo, oot out 0 

Byes • • • «•■• •* 

Leg* Bytjat ..».•>•.•• 1 

^VldtStl MIM1M.IM.IHHI>!! S 

.1.84 



Do. 

Wheeler, run out 

D' Almeida, c A b. Abbott 

Ritchie, run out 

Dodds, o. A b. Stephana 
Motlison, c Kilby, b. 
Sutter, e. Trevethick, b. 
HotohUon, b. 
Milne, e. Thompson, b. 
Davis, c Talbot, b. Abbott." 
Rich mood, b. 
Vivanti, not c 
Bye* 

W?d£". 
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Bowi. mo Amiltsis.— Foasiamuu. 



Sutter ... 
Whoeler . 



Abbott 
Stevens 



.. 65 23 1 
.180 43 1 
.. 69 13 6 

KiraueM. 
..85 33 a 
..80 SS S 
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10 

s 



G 



1 
1 

o 
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A ■ase-bam. match was played yesterday 
afternoon (26th ult.) between members of the 
local club and officers of the United States 
navy, resulting, ns the Score below show*, in 
the officers gaining the victory. 

V. S. Naval. Officio*. **, Yokohama B. B. Club. 

Time Z hours 10 ruin. 



McCrea 

Lieper 

lio lges 

Fullam 

Spier 

Green 

Thorn 

Kahiniaa 

Wright 



t-.-ani. 1 "if. 



IB. 
... C, 
...C.F. 
... 2B. 
... P. 
... 3B. 
... S.S. 
...BF. 
...L.F. 



Van Boxen J. 3H. 
Denison ... IB. 
Merriraan W. C. 



Pi-b. Fit! fit n-:t! 



Morse .. 
Chttrchffl 
Stevens 
Whitmoro' 
Merriman I 
Hawes... 



20. 
. S 3. 
. R.F. 
. P. 

C.F. 
,. L.F. 



10 24 



13 24 



D. S. Naval 
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THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 



To Soeiltl Siusse de Tir held • itrj 
pleasant meeting on Saturday last, the 11th 
ultimo, the weather being art ill and clear, ami 
well suited for accurate shooting. The best 
■core was Bade by Colonel Murata, who de- 
serves to be congratulated on his score of 90, 
winch was 13 points above the nest highest, 
Mr. Motto, with 77. 

Among the competitor* tu Admiral Kaw*- i says Ben Bowline, "dash 
mora, s«ugi, and late rainiater of marine. 

For sixth place Meiers. Ouissani and Orob 
tied, the former winning in ehootiug off. 

The following is the sooro : - 



Col. Mnr»U 



Gilbert 

Hfioita 

Dare, A. H. 
Uuisa&ni 



...••.,..*.... 



On Boi* , 

Hnrlioiaan 

Sohina* 

Capt. Suyekawa .... 

FeyerAlwnd 

H. Abegg 
Admiral ~ 
Kibo.ni* ... 
Weinberger 

Wolff 

Stingeluj . 
Kohde 
Deck 



«•..... 



Grunwald 
S*g«l 



" »»•« •» 



♦I 
44 

84 

82 
84 
3.'. 
34 
41 
36 
37 
30 
31 
4.1 
3.. 
21 
31 
24 
4 



0 
2 
St 
«i 
4 



37 
34 
38 
31 
23 
36 
24 
23 
33 
in 
1J 

ir, 
IS 
35 
85 

■> 

3 

(I 



Total. 
90 
77 
74 
73 
<« 
68 
68 
65 
64 
62 
61 
65 
64 
S3 
51 
49 
4G 
39 

an 

33 
30 
2S 
12 
8 



for a presented cup by the mem- 
ber* of the Rifle Association took place on 
Monday (20th ult.) the range being 800 yard* 
only, and the number of shots 10, not including 
on* trial *hot. 

Mr. Beretta *eear*d the prise after tying 
with Mr. Dare, with the capital score or 39 
points. On shooting off the tye Mr. Beretta 
made a hulls-eye (5) against Mr. Dare'* inner 
(3). The winner used a Winchester rifle of 
the 1876 pattern, and Mr. Dare a Pcabody. 

Beretta 38 point*. 

D»re 30 „ 

Schiooe 37 ,, 

Gaissaui 32 „ 

Barnard 20 „ 

Mottu 27 „ 

Bland 2ft ,. 

Farre-Braudt 24 „ 

Thi score of the rifle match, on Saturday 
(26th alt.) at 800 yards 10 shot*, was 



of money; report *oys nbout $50,000, as each 
man of each ship wa* so confident of the 
merit* of the respective boats that every Hollar 
that could be raised wa* laid on the result of 
the event. Bat the victor* had scarcely time 
to congratulate themselves and divide the spoil 
ere another challenge came from the big ship 
to race in catamarans. " Hare in catamaran* 

my t'gailnnt eye 
brows, you'll want to race ns in skouse-kettlos 
next. But all right my flower, when the 
Sen Pig comes this side of the harbour we'll 
h'itt out the Lighlnnyf Bug, and if we can't beat 
you on the water we'll try you a balloon 
race with Japanese umbrella*. The result 
of this challenge wa* that Jack Bolt rope 
yesterday afternoon (23rd ultimo) reported 
from the main yard a piratical looking 
craft bearing down on the Swaiara. A 
closer inspection proved the advancing craft 
to be none other than the Richmond' t cata- 
maran Sta Pig, propelled by wooden shovels 
in the hand* of three heroic afterguards, in 
charge of Jack Marlinspiks, who was soon 
over tbs gangway calling upon the crew of 
the SwnUim to trot out their catamaran. The 
Lightning Bug was immediately put over board, 
manned by members of tho shovel brigade and 
placed under the guiding care of Jack Tail- 
block, who armed himself with a steering pole 
long enough for a staff for Goliah. The 
start took place from under the bows of 
the Richmond, the Sen Pig rushing off with 
the lead, her crew shovelling 140 stroke* 
per minute. Tailblock wa* rather longer 
getting under way, but once fairly set going 
the Lightning Bug dashed tho spray about like 
s harpooned whnle, in her frantic efforts to 
overhaul the Sea Pig— eftorlt which wero 
successful ere the bow of the French corvette 
Chnm/dain was reach* d. For nn instant both 
catamarans were out of sight, and on again 
emerging into view a half suppressed cheer, 
choked by the intense excitement as soon a* 
it* first note w.t* uttered, rose from the 
throat* of the breathless multitudo lining 
the deck* of the war ships, and wafted on the 
balmy breeze to the ears of the gallant shovel- 
lers so bravely contesting, side by side, amidst 
the blinding spray, for tho honour of 
their respective ships. On the rivals sped 
until the turning point was reached — a red 
buoy, 
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had to 



Tub officers and men of the American ships 
of war in port are doing their utmost ashore 
and afloat to ereato amusement. They play 
base-ball, enliven the community with a 
delightful concert in the bluff gardens, send 
th^ir baud* nshoro when asked to do so, and 
forward good humoured challenges to one 
another to try the merits of their respec- 
tive boats upon the water. Last week a 
friendly contest between the cntter* of the 
Richmond and Swaiara resulted in the latter 
; the champion flag, and • heavy ' pot ' 



turn twice. The Sm Pig being tho sroalle 
and more easily mansged of the two gained 
considerably by thi* article of the conditions, 
for th* Lightning Bug did not seem to under- 
stand shooting round corners. However, wheu 
Tailblock got his steering pole in full swing 
again the Lightning Bug cleft tho waters with 
wonderful rapidity and bid fair to overhaul the 
little Sm Pig. But alas ! Tailblock aaw a crab 
and with natural instinct could not refrain 
from catching it. This mishap put his bark 
further behind and it wss then evideut that 
the game was up. The Sta Pig went home 
a winner, but not without a final effort on 
the part of the shovel brigade of the lightning 
Bug to retrieve their position. Knthiistaslic 
cheers arose from I he ships — 

Our reporter ends here. The gemot hos- 
pitality of American men-of-war is too well 
known to require us to explain the extraor- 
dinary language in which thi* notice in 
written. 



Sovenvl or tho Arsenal cadets who haro 
boon in Europe and who havo returned to 
Foochow under orders from the Cbineao 
Government, have been drafted north, their 
being deemed requisite at New- 



©£f»jional yLottt 



Thi result of the experiment of re-opening 
the official exchange shosha so terrified the 
ministry, or that portion controlling the issue of 
paper money, that it was closed by order almost 
immediately afterwards, and on Saturday last 
the Japaneao import merchant* received a 
forcible hint from government that it wa* 
absolutely necessary, in th* present conditiou 
of currency, to saspeud purchases of all 
goods what toe vsr from foreigners. Lato on 
Saturday last the import merchant* did not 
hesitate to say that a hiut of a moro er less 
threatening character hud been giveu to them; 
bat to-day they have changed their tone, and 
say that they suspend purchase* from foreign 
merchants for a specified term by agreement 
amongst themselves. 

The recent actions of the government in 
miners of finance lead us to believe that th* 
report circulated on tho 18th ulto. wasVorrect ; 
nrd that voluntary suspension of business by 
J-'ip'ineso merchants is an afterthought to pre- 
vent the odium of such an action falling 
upon the government, who are regarded by 
the people with an nndue amount of fear. 
To our minds a measure of this sort is like- 
ly to increase rather than diminish the pre- 
sent evil, because it mikes the whole coun- 
try aware of the woaknoss of tho govern- 
ment and their incompetence to protect 
the credit of the paper they have them- 
selves issued sgainst value received ; and to 
throw suspicion upon the assertion that the 
finance minister hold* u reserve fnnd, made up 
of surpluses, of yen 61,325,515 a portion of 
which, at all events, might be let loose 
to stop the wave of currency deprecia- 
tion. The people, however, now as here- 
tofore, seem to be of no consideration in tbs 
eyes of the present ministers, for the latter 
ultempt experiments which appear foolish to 
men of ordinary intelligence ; and they do *o 
without any regard to the interact* of tbs 
country they govern. 



Tat arrangement made iu the Miichigaiaho, 
and of which the conditions were published a 
few days ago, binding the tew import merchants 
who have th* privilege of dealing direct with 
foreign merchant* to abstain from purchase* 
for seven day* from the 19th ultimo, ha* been 
renewed for a farther term of seven days from 
the 27th ultimo, notwithstanding the ex- 
periment of the first seven days his proved 
fruitless, th* rate of exchange for eatsu 
on the 19th being 156, and the opening 
rate thi* morning 161 to 162. It i* ab- 
surd for the government to suppose that a 
suspension of purchases from foreigners for a 
few week* cau have any effect upon tbe out- 
flow of silver from Yokohama because tho 
purchases during the last two month* for long 
delivery have been very heavy, and will require 
at least two month* more to clear thorn. 
In order that a notification of tbia kind 
from the government or the M»rliiirs.isho 
should ba effective, it ought to be ex- 
tended over a period of at least six months, 
within which lime the people's demand* would 
be imperative for the import* tbey cannot dis- 
pense with, and for the entire abolition of 
throe monopolist guilds sanctioned and sup- 
ported by the government. Bvoo to-day, one 
week after the first notice of suspension of 
purchases waa given, tbe regulation is felt 
very severely by numbers of the smaller trades- 
men who depend upon their daily operations 
maioteuoco » tad who would gladly, 
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if they dared, immediately recommence opera- 
tion* in foreign imports. 

This regulation of the Msiehigaisho waa 
founded upon the crazy anppoaition, expounded 
by the ministers, and taken np by the Japan- 
ese press, that the balance of trade is against 
Japan ; and in hopes that a discontinuance for 
• short time of purchases of imports would send 
bark paper to its proper level ; whith, of count. 
i$par. 

The real fact is, notwithstanding the argu- 
menta of the native press, the import and 
export trades proper counterbalance each other 
fairly, but always with a alight benefit to 
Japan and lo the hoarded wealth of the capita- 
lists in the interior of the country. 

It is a known fact among nntire merchants 
of Yokohama and Tokio who are constantly iir 
direct commercial intercourse with foreigner* 
and in daily contact with silver money, that 
any surpluses of silver in the market are 
eagerly bought up by wealthy farmers, silk 
producers and men-hunts, carried away from 
circulation, and hidden for future purposes. 
We do not mention this as au idea ol our 
. own, but give it as gathered from many of 
the native merchaota here, who say that, 
even during the last few months when so great 
an outcry has been made about the balance 
of trade, that the sums thus taken away 
and hidden are surprisingly laige. Thia, then, 
is the real cause of the depreciation of paper- 
money. 



W« have been informed that the influence 
of the Machigaisho is much greater than we 
have assumed it to be. Thus, if any Japanese 
attempts to convey goods out of the foreign 
settlement without firat paying the dues levied, 
and obtaining the permit of the Machigaisho, 
he is liable to be arrested by the police and 
lodged in prison ss though an offence against 
the law had been committed. 

If this is the rase, and we have no reason 
to doubt tho accuracy of the information, 
the private character of the Machigaisho dis- 
appears, and its decrees, as enforced by the 
police acting under the orders of the governor 
of Kaoagawa, arc a wanton and wilful breach 
of tho article in the treaty providing for the 
free transport of goods to and from the foreign 
settlements. 

We understand that the Machigaisho 
consists of a few persons who have farm- 
ed the right to tax foreign trade by 
en annual payment of one hundred thousand 



brought to a standstill by the fooliah freak of 
a few individuals," because it ia in evidence 
that the Machigaisho, that is, the board 
of import merchants, can do whatever 
circumstances show to be most beneficial 
for their own particular iutoresta. That the 
entire suspension of trade is in the power of 
these persons we doubt, but their power is 
•umVieut lo cause serious loss and inconveni- 
ence to foreign merchants who seem entirely 
at the mercy at this illegal society. 

The scheme now about to be tried is no 
worse, no wiser, no sillier, than the Ute 
official interference with tho exchange »ho,i«, 
and the attempt to control the deprecia- 
tion of an over-issue of inconvertible and 
worthless currency. That it will have any 
effort is impossible ; but Ibeae men with the 
liernis and minds of children must learn from 
eiperionce the utter folly of their action, and 
discover, as they certainly must, that foreign 
trade ia but an exchange of imported com- 
modities for exportable ones ; and that any 
limitation of the former re-acts upon the 



We learn that at the opening of the ex- 
change shosha this morning, (17th ulto.) three 
officials from tho Okuraaho were observed to be 
present. The rate of exchange instantly 
declined from 154 to 158, 



OoTimiR bonds for 100 yen, bearing 
7 per cent, interest, were offered for sale al 
yeu 64.00. 

Tub operations of the official exchange sho- 
sha should be observed attentively, and people 
should beware of a similar trap to that laid 
for them in May last year when the "eminent" 
Mr Godai, so styled by the Japanese news- 
papers, executed his brilliant coup <U main 
with the assistance of government funds of 
the value of about $1,800,000. 

The quoted rates of exchange are utterly 
misleading. Commencing this morning at 154 
the rate rapidly receded to 158, with 
every prospect of a further derlino, when 
the shosha wss suddenly, and without reason 
assigned, closed. It should be remarked 
lhat, in spile of official pressure, there was a 
great and alarmed rush of sellers of paper, but 
beyond a few nominal transactions there 
were no sellers of specie nor any person* bold 
enough to fix a rale. The isolations are, there- 
fore, only for paper, and holders of the latter 
anxious to realise would have to make con- 
siderable concessions proportionate to the 



yen lo tho local government. No positive in- 
formation can be obtained, but this imputa- 
tion upon the authorities, who are charged I quantity of specie required, 
with supporting an association distinctly 
illegal, is accepted us truth, and it is incum- 
bent npon them to giro the mailer positive 
denial before it is officially represented to the 
government through the ministers of foreign 
powers. 



such procedures as forfeiture of bargain money, 
and the enforcement of penalties for brrnrh of 
contract.'' As a fact " burgain money" liac 
long since been discontinued to be deposited 
and if it ia ever insisted upon now it is on a 
small scale, and by or with persons who carry on 
a small and irregular trade. The threat, there- 
fore, that bargain money may be forfeited ia 
somewhat weak, almost as much so as pro. 
ceedmes for breach of contract in a Japuncsc 
court when the breach has been committed in 
obedience lo orders from a power to which ihe 
court* are subordinate. 

Another passage which Jspancse will receive 
with deruiou is this Trade cannot bo 



It is time this exchange bubble burst. 
Japanese paper currency is worth just so much 
as it will purchase of commodities of which 
money is but the symbol and medium of ex- 
change. If in February 1877, 6 yen would 
purchase one kolra of rice for which yen 12.30 
is required lo-day, the supply of rice now 
being fully equal to. if not largelr in excess 
>f the supply in 1877, the difference must arise 
from the appreciation of rice or the deprecia- 
tion of currency. To assert that rice has risen 
in value iu face of u large surplus crop last, and 
splendid harvest prospects this year, is lo main- 
lain an absurdity. When people say we will not 
sell now for less than 12 yen the same 
quantity of rice which, under less favourable 
i-unditious of supply, we sold at a yen three 
years ago, Ihcy mean that 12 yen are of no 
greater value now than 5 yen were then. 

Exchange shoehas, government interference, 
spurious quotations, &a, 4c., notwithstanding, 
the true rate for specie, a saleable commodity, 



it identical with the rate for rice, namely 240. 
or about 90 lower than the specie quotation of 
tho day. 

SiRiotTs a* is tho crisis in the affairs of this 
country it may result beneficially for the 
people. Perhaps the government will now 
recognize the total failure of their policy, aul 
the injuries inflicted upon tho nation by trade 
reel net ions and monopolies which prevent the 
extension of exports unless for the benefit of 
officials. 

'ilie first measure*, aa we predicted long ago, 
must be the abrogation of the coast monopoly, 
the encouragement of private enterprise, and the 
absolute withdrawal of all officials from any 
participation, however remote, in mercantile 
•peculations. No specie loun will do morn 
i ban slave off tho day of reckoning ; and what 
hope of repayment, or of liquidation of the 
annual interest is there, while the tsxes ero 
collected solely in inconvertible paper? Until 
the commercial policy of the country ia radi- 
cally changed there ran be no relief; and 
currency exchange for specie mast fall until it 
is equalised with the exchange of currency for 
staple Commodities. 

The expedient* of the last few months hnve 
deceived their authors, but never the public ; 
and it is time sound practical remedies were 
adopted to cure the disease which threatens to 
destroy the credit, native and foreign, of the 
Japanese empire. What those remedies are 
need not be repeated, but their application can 
no longer be evaded—the disease is 
unless promptly 



Tan sudden closing of the shosha this 
morning ( 17th ultimo ) created no sur- 
prise. At the hour of opening the doors 
a secretary and two other officers of 
the finance department were seen in atten- 
dance, and as soon as it became evident to 
these officials that the tendency of currency, 
freed from government direct pressure, was 
capidly downward, the doors were at ones 
closed in order that no further operations might 
take place until the authorities in Tokio had 
been communicated with. 

In order that the action of the 
in arbitrarily endeavouring to 
value of currency should be I 
it wiU be well to estimate 
action upon the shares of a pubKc institution. 
If instead of currency notes the shosha dealt 
with tho shares of • national bank which, 
showing a declining value, were suddenly pro- 
hibited from being further quoted by govern- 
ment order, the credit or the bank would bo ab- 
and its doors would bo closed in 
afle 

cm™™ demand? mYu the c^e"of°convortible 
bank notes ; the notes are useless as money, and 
still the government see fit to arbitrarily close, 
without warning, the only place where their 
realisation on a large scale is possible This 
aort of thing goes on every day, and we are 
i old to disbelieve tho evidence of our own 
senses and to take the true rate of exchange 
lo be 156 instead of 24G. 

Many questions of the following im- 
port have been put to us to-day. What is 
tho reason for the sudden decline iu salsu ? 
The suswor is clear. There is no dtolitu, be- 
cause the rate quoted during tho past five 
mouths bus been purely fictitious. Tho govern- 
ment know that paper must be measured by tho 
atsndard of value in Japan — rice : and the gov- 
ernment also know that this is well understood 
by the people, yet iu fsccrf this, tut attempt » 
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made to exeat* * false rale of exchange by an 
expedient too utterly childish to deceive the 
merest tyro in business affairs. The sooner 
the mask is dropped the better for the reputa- 
tion of those concerned in this silly aud cx- 



I 



« Fob some time pest there have been numer- 
ous rumours about raising a foreign loan, or 
for the re-establishment of the system of col- 
lecting taxes ia rice instead of money, but we 
hare lately heard the government haTe filially 
resolved to do neither the one nor the otter, 
but, instead, to levy extra taxes upon sake and 
other luxuries, and to open facilities to the 
people for enlarged foreign trade in order to 
remedy the financial difficulties of the moment. 
We are unable to see how the effect will be 
immediately beneficial." 

Thus the HotK ShmbiiH of 26th ultimo. 
The policy which his always commended itself 
to thinking- men ia the extension of facilities 
for direct trade. The converse of this policy— 
the determination to maintain the export of 
certain commodities sod the coast service as 
close official monopolies, — has borne the 
anticipated fruit of reduced trade, dear food, 
end high wages. The belter and wiser policy 
will have a diametrically opposite effect, and 
upon the known inauguration of a liberal trade 
policy towards the Japanese people we shall see, 
tn the ordinary course of affairs, increased trade, 
cheap food, and abuudaut employment for 



cost ia a mere secondary consideration, so far 
aa the government are concerned, but not ao in 
regard to the people, who are thus proposed 
to be so impudently victimised. An illustr- 
ation of our meaning is afforded by the now 
considerable difference between curroncy and 
specie value* of produce : thns, if the Specie 
Bank, acting aa government agents, ahouM 
purchase rice at 12 yen per koku, the result 
will be that the resale to foreigners will yield 
not more than 1.041,682 silver yen. the dif- 
ference being n loss to the people. Rice may 
bo regarded as an extreme case, but aa rice 
ia the standard of value, all other produce has 
increased relatively in marketable price. 

We ainceroly hope the report in question ia 
untrue, or that there is yet time for the govern- 
ment to save themselves from the commission 
of an act which will be simply disgraceful, and 
in every sense to be denounced as o robbery of 
the people whoso produce is to be appropriated 
under the guise of purchase. The act is crimi 
nal, and 
opinion may 
project. 



B «. I'" - — ' 

perhaps this strong expression of 
isy help to put an end to the rascally 



The only effective measure* towards securing 
to the people greater facilities for foreign trade 
are, first ; the right to charter, under conditions 
and penalties to be framed and imposed by 
the imperial government, foreign vessel* for ] *" * l J "_ co l n 
the conveyancs of Japanese cargo from any 
port in Japan to any part of the world : 
second ; the abolition of the powers granted to 
the guilds to levy private taxes upon com- 
modities sold to or bought from foreigners : 
and, lastly, to remove all restrictions which 
now prevent free intercourse between the 
people end foreign merchants. 

8hould these reforms bo introduced, an ex- 
traordinary impetus will be given to trade : 
in the course of a short time, when public con- 
fidence is justified by events, the export trade 
will increase rapidly. The certainty of a 
market with payment in money will lead 
to greater production of those commodities 
Japan can mako at lea* cost than other coun- 
tries can, and specie will, for some time, con- 
tinue to flow into the nation. 

With such a change in her commercial policy 
Japan will taste the first fruit* of prosperity ; 
and if assistance is then required to develop 
industries now dormant it can be obtained on 
reasonable terms with greet advantage to the 
nation, and without either obligation or humi- 
liation. 

We hope the news given by the Hothi is 
correct, for it is most welcome. It 
however, almost too good to bo true. 



Wim regard to the pressure pat upon the 
import merchant* to suspend purchasing from 
foreigners because there is too much paper 
and too little specie in circulation, it appears 
monstrous that the government should attempt 
to increase the circulation of paper by 
putting a fresh sum of 2.000.000 yen satsu 
into the hand* of the Specie Bank, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining money abroad without in- 
creasing the amount of speci 



TbTB Mai Kithi Shinbun and the Kttai Shin/to 
assert that the government have ndvanced 
2,000.000 yen in pnper to the Specie Bank 
in Yokohama, for the purchase of various ex- 
portable articles from producers in the interior. 
The goods obtained in this manner will be sold 
to foreign merchants here, or be exported for 
realisation in specie. 

It is quite immaterial to the government 
what sum of paper they sdvonce because their 
supply is unlimited, the price paid for 
-produce in the country, or the amount ol 
the proceeds of realisation. The trick is to 
get money, that is, specie, aud the question of 



Or the relative importance and use of money. 

ss distinct from paper money, in 
London, we may judge from an analysis of a 
snm of nineteen millions sterling, paid into 8ir 
John Lubbock's bank, and quoted by him aa a 
fair average representation of the proportion 
actual money bear* to cheques and bills, the 
Utter being the offspring of a perfect commercial 
system, and an indication of the highee 
of intelligence. 

Cheque* and bills £18,395.000 

Notes 487.000 

118,000 



• •••aa.aatese* 



XI 9,000,000 

The use of paper money is further demon- 
strated when it is known that in the course of 
one year settlement* are made in the bankers' 
clearing houso in London to the extent of fully 
five thousand million* of pounds sterling, by 
mean* of cheque* or bill* alone, not a note or 
gold 




Mr. Iwasaki Tatsro is sole proprietor of th* 
Mitsu Bishi Company, or merely president of 
the board of directors. This is a question that 
should be answered, because the Mitsu Bishi 
Company is one of the chief causes of the 
present financial embarrassment, dearnea* of 
food, and the distress which prevails through- 
out the conntry. 

We will make it our duty to investigate the 
matter, for it i» in the interests of the people 
that the true story of the ownership of the 
property formerly in possession of the stale, 
and transferred by government to Mr Iwaaaki 
Yalaro as a freo gift, should be make known. 
The issues that arise are not nnmeroiin but they 
are of vast weight. If Mr. Iwasaki Yataro is sole 
owner — in other words, if he has spoken the 
truth — how did he become possessed of the 
monopoly which paralyses the whole commerce 
of Japan ? What signal service ha* he per- 
to be to lavuojy reward eo. oy nt* 



country ? Par what reason*) are laws made 

protecting Mr. Iwataki Yataro against all the 
rest of the teeming |>opulatioo of Japan ? Not 
for the encouragement of a native merchant 
marine for, apart from the proved inefficiency 
of navigation laws to foster the growth ef 
ahipping, the subsidies, official support, and 
protection from all competition, enables the 
Mitsu Bishi Company to maintain an absolute 
sway over the const carrying trade : to limit 
l he quantity of produce to be carried, and to 
assets the price the owner shall pay for its 
transport j by which means all other person* 
are driven off, and prevented from increasing 
the merchant navy because of the impossibility 
of competing with the great privileged mono- 
polist. 

If Mr Iwaaaki Yataro ia merely managing 
director of a company proper, it is justifiable to 
flak who the shareholders are, and why those per- 
sons should be endowed with the privileges refer- 
red to as granted to Mr. [waaaki Yataro (iogly. 
A.s a company alto enjoying so many privileges 
which tho government deny to all others, lb* 
results of the working should be made pub 
and the amount* paid over to the stato as SO 
recompense for the injuria* doue by the mo 
poly to the trade of the tax payer* wh 
money is used to support it, or tho mum receiv- 
ed from the treasury to defray tho deficit 
consequent upoo a losing basin***, *heoJd be 
explained. 

It may be thought that we are in tho habit 
of over-estimating the importance of the influ- 
ence *xerci*ed by tho coa*t monopoly upon 
native commorce and foreign trade. We have 
it on the beat authority— the opinions of 
Japanese of experience and wealth— that if 
the special privileges accorded to the 
Biahi Company were withdrawn, and 
persons wero permitted to charier tho 
ships obtainable, whether nativo or foreign, 
trade would experience a sudden expansion, 
and the price of rice would diminish. Exist- 
ing condition* prevent the transport of groin 
from the place* of production to consumption, 
th* consequence being that, in order to tup- 
port a steamship monopoly, the price of food 
is in excess of rates which would be extrava- 
gant in a year of famine, but which are mou- 
■trous in a y**r of plenty. 

There i* no question that the trade of Japan 
depend* in greatest part upon the maintenance 
or *nppre**ion of the privilege* accorded to 
the Mitsu Bishi Company, and recognizing this 
(act it is our duty a* journalist* to leave no 
■ton* unturued to bring about reform in the 
coaat system of Japan. We shall revert to 
the subject next week, information of 
having come to our hand*. 



Whjli measure* of tho wildest character ar* 
being takon to bolster up an impossible cur- 
rency, and the import merchants, either spon- 
taneously a* they assert, or at th* instigation 
of the government as generally believed, are 
trying to check importation by refusing to 
buy from foreigners, unless, as our contem- 
porary etulce, they can obtain property of 
value' for worthless piece* of stamped paper, 
nothing is ever said about increasing exports. 
Any encouragement of exportation would ne-. 
resaitnte allusion to the protection against all 
Japan an embarrassed government still see fit 
to extend to Mr. Iwasaki Yataro. to the daily in- 
creasing injury of tho people of the empire. Let 
Iwaaaki Yataro flourish, though Japan should 
fill, is tho motto of those who so disinterested- 
ly support the coast monopoly ; and in order 
that Iwasaki Yataro and the officials jointly 
interested in his undertaking shall flourish, 
tho whole trade of Japan is kept at a stand- 
still. 
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A KiT of light breaks through the cloud. 
One of the highest officers of the Mikado's 
council it said lo be awukening to the condi- 
tion of public »ff.iir». He is one of those mi- 
nister* who, when once a beginning is made, 
never stay their hands until every abuse i* 
■wept away. Hii particular attention ia dmwn 
to offic-ial trading, the const monopoly, iu>d to 
the qocslion of what becomes of the return* of 
the government sieamhip company, and to 
other matters which have been too long per- 
mitted lo tie quiescent. If this minister per- 
severes he may do much toward* rleonsiiig the 
Augean stable, and in any event he will gain 
for himself lbs veuerstiou uud love of a grate- 
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22.971 
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1,772 


20 .. 


12.293 
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Other countries. 
Thi* is useful if correct, though it is irb 
doubt a mere compilation from the customs trade 
return*. It, however, upset* the notion th»t 
109 Japanese ship* entered the port of Yoko- 
hama alone in August ln»t, nnless, indeed, 
every little cargo boat of 20 pieuls capacity is 
to be counted. 



Txb misleading character of Japanese alatis- 
tic* quoted wiihuut verification, i« proved by ■ 
paragniph in the Japttn Wuldy Mail, truncat- 
ed from a native con temporary, showing the 
following number* of Tease s " that entered the 
harbour during the past month : — 
" Womber. Nationaiitv. Paaaangara. Cargo. 

109 Japanese 4.782 367.417 pkgs. 
17 Foreign 824 

" 107 Japanese and 27 foreign ships cleared 
in the same period " 

to any shipping list for the port 
will show the following arrivals 
i during the month of August : — 
Arrtvau. 

Tonnage. 

23.784 

Foreign 30,419 

Dbtahubm. 

Japanese 17,259 

Foreign 40.063 

As these figures are eo widely at variance 
with those quoted by " a native contemporary," 
tome surprise it natural that if the Jajxin Mail 
•aw fit to reproduce them it w*» the duty of 
the editor to ascertain their substantial ac- 
curacy. 

A little more experience will, no doubt, 
convince him, aa it ha* us, that Japanese 
figures are never correct. 



Number. 
19 
17 

23 
27 



... ..*■....* 



Til Keiai Shinpo lays claim to be a 
statistical and commercial journal. We take 
from it the following list of arrival* and de- 
part urea of all vessel* at and from the open 
porta of Japan (Niigata expected), during the 
year 1879 :— 

STKAMEES. 
AauvAU. 



Japanese 


. . . 02 , . > 




Hntiih 


*>•• • * • 1 ■ . • 

> > ■ • t • *26 . , , 


185.203 
89.692 






44,676 






1.604 




DwtMra*. 




Japanese 




130,915 


British 


161 ... 


1 67.452 


American 


25 ... 


89.517 


French 


... .... 27 ... 


43.843 


German 


7 ... 


5.404 


Chine** 


1 ... 


754 


1 


JAILING VESSEL! 
Arxit*m. 
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Chinese 
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12,168 



Is a paragraph written in terms of high 
indignation, the Japan Daily Mail of 
Soptembor 13th thought fit to deny the 
chargo of inconsistency proforred by ua 
against the Japan Weekly Mail, and to con- 
clude with a challenge it has not thought fit 
to repeat — in the only place in which notice 
can be taken of it— tho columns of the 
weekly journal. 

In the Japan Mail of May 29th last ap- 
peared an editorial note correcting certain 
inaccuracies which, it waa alleged, the Daily 
AlUi California had committed in an Article 
on the Japanese postal system, from which 
we extract the following passage : — 

" Howover greatly tho Japanese postal ser- 
vice may bo indebted to tho foreign em- 
ploye's engaged, for ita gradual extension, 
development, and ultimate perfection of 
organization, as far aa regards ita foreign 
mail operations, those gentlemen — at least 
those of them atill on tho spot, — wonld be 
the first to disclaim concern in the establish- 
ment or completion nf the domestic mail 
scheme. The Japanese government has no 
doubt adopted foreign models for the con- 
struction of this branch of its service, but 
it has effected it without the assistance of 
any foreigners. For the very officiont postal 
communication which ia sow extended to all 
part* of the empire, the gratitude of Mr. 
Matcshima's countrymen is duo, under the 
government which initiated the raeasnrca, to 
him and his subordinates alone" 

So far, so good. With the justice of tho 
correction mndo by the Japan Mail wo. havo 
little to do at present; preferring to wait 
until the emtio conductors of that paper 
have reconciled the substance of the above 
quotation with the following passage taken 
from " Postal Reform in China," ao article 
in the issue of 18th instant. 

" The Chinoae government is not singular 
in recognising the advantages of tho efficient 
postal system of Japan, so successfully es- 
tabliahed under the superintendence of Mr. 
Bkyas." 

The Altai informant was a former em- 
ploye of the post office, and the .Vail rnshed 
in to correct the false impression that the 
postal system of Japan had been formed by 
foreigners, or with their assistance in any 
nwav. Fonr months later it contradicts itself 
flatly by an assertion that tho successful 
establishment of the postal service of Japan 
duo lo the present director of international 



tional posts, would be confusing in tho 
highest degree if the object were not SO 
transparent, and to which we shall revert at 
a later timo. 

If the Japan Mail desires to avoid drawing 
upon itself the ridicule of all ita readers, it 
will do well to bo more consistent ; and, in 
adopting one line of policy to suit the pro- 
prietors' changeful notions, to rofrnin from 
advocating another of opposite character, 
until sufficient time has elapsed to permit 
its first indiscretion to drop ont of memory. 
We do not think tho nominal editor it 
the author of the article in the last issue 
of the paper, but he mnat have been well 
aware it was in opposition to tho spirit of 
that written only four months previously ; 
and it was clearly his duty to remonstraut 
with tho writer against tho insertion of matter 
which places the paper in a fake and very 
foolish ] 



Tsa details given torn" months ago by the 
Chiurjai Bulrka Shinpo respecting the manu- 
facture of cotton yarn, were sufficiently un- 
satisfactory to defer any speculators from in- 
vesting their capital in such an undertaking ; 
hut we are glad to see that Mr. Sekido of 
Kobe is forming a company to establish a 
cotton cloth factory, the machinery for which 
is to bo obtained from Europe at a coat of 
about two hundred thousand yen. This is 
an industry that should work with advantige 
to all concerned, when the first difficulties 
are overcome. Large quantities of yarn are 
annually consumed by Japan ; it is a raw 
material of vast u*e, forming the base of the 
cheapest clothing the poorer class of people 
enn ohtain. Thi* yam is at present worked 
into cloth by hand biboar, »nd if machinery 
can perform the service at lets cost a profitable 
career is before the new cotton cloth mill. 

The question to be considered is, is the 
concern supported by government f If it is 
it cannot prosper owing to tho greed and in- 
competence of those who will be put in charge 
of it, and if it it not, and should prosper a* it 
will do if well managed, a government •up- 
ported opposition will soon run it down and 
drive it completely out of the field. Bo much 
for native industry iwi'ii official f 



Lhcui d wen luctndo. — The Specie 



Tho organisation and management of the 
Japanese post office are admirable. Petty 
complaints have been, and will continue 
to bo made ; but no grievance nf any 
magnitude ha* been brought lo public notice. 
The object, then-fore, in attempting first to 
confine the credit for good work to the post- 



master-general solely, and subseqnen 
ferring it to the foreign director of 



It U rumoured in Tokio that tho old Fujit* 
affair of the alleged fulac i**no of sotne mil- 
lions of paper money, alth-mgh (trangled in 
it* birth by government order, baa been 
recently revived by nn action in the Tokio 
Saibansho, heard, of course, with closed doors. 
It is to be hoped the Tokio Saibansho ia a court 
of sufficient authority to investigate thi* mat- 
ter thoroughly, and deal out the penalties of the 
law to the culprits, if there are any, whatever 
the criminal*' rank and a'ation may be: and it 
is to bo hoped that the old farce of commuting 
penal servitude for seven years to a paltry fine 
of two and ono-half yen in consequence of the 
rank of the offender, will not again be allowed 
lo ilitgrace the (dminiitration of justice, for the 
ejes of the people are now upon the judge* 
and their actions will, in future, be closely end 
severely criticised. 

Kobe and Osaka appear to bo exempt from 
the troubles which distress les* prosperous 
districts of tho empire. The scarcity of fool 
is equalised by a flourishing bnine»«. ail the 
sun shines brightly there in contrast to tho 
- over the capital. 



The jAPAlr gazette. 



Tat rice guilds of Osaka were opened on 
September lit, but, contrary to expectation, no 
business was done, if we except tranaactiona 
aggregating seventy koku. It ia stated that 
if timo bargains were permitted there would 
be no lark of largo purchasers of rice at a much 
higher figure than the quotation of tho day, 
the native,, papers oven stating that 20 yen 
per koka would be reached. 



It ia now said that final negotiations for 
treaty revision will not take placo until 
January next year. The Japanese authorities 
were anxious to bring the affair to a conclusion 
this year, but the objections of 
hare prolonged the discuseiou. 



Tax Japnn Herald says that the exchange 
shoaha will now become a stock exchange 
where " government bonds, bank shares and 
other securities are to ennie within tho scope 
of ita operations." The Herald should hare 
gone a step further, and defined the batik shares 
and other securities that are likely to be offered 
for talc. We should like to know, for iustance, 
the marketable Taluo of Hittu Bisbi shares, 
or the more valuable scrip of the First 
National Bank. Theae institutions are said 
to be founded and supported for the public 
good, and a public estimate of their value 
would be a useful guide for the future. 



The Japan Mail asks: — "Is there not a 
grand Kiito Aratame Kuwaiaha in Yokohama, 
with numerous smaller guilds over the coun- 
try ?" The answer is, — No. The Eiito Aratame 
Kuwaiaha was fouuded in January 1873, and 
declared illegal, and in effect abolished, in 
December of the same year. This in forma tiou 
could have been obtained if the Mail had con- 
sulted its owu file* for 1873 and 1874. 



The delay in the preparation of Mr. Consul 
Eusden's report upon the trade of Hakodate, 
gave rise to a lively expectation of matter of 
more than usual interest and importance. 
Some information was looked for in connection 
with the great trade in fruit foreshadowed by 
Mr. Hennessy last year, nnd with the Kogio- 
aho-kwai, to which institution Mr. Susden 
alluded in forcible terms in his lnat 
report, but although the Kogioeho-kwai still 
flourishes and interferes with all legiti- 
mate trade, and the export of fruit to China 
threatens to flood the country with money, 
Mr. Euaden is silent. In place of matter of 
this great value we are treated to length- 
ened dissertations upon tho disastrous fir on 
which have visited the city of Hakodate, writ- 
ten in terms which would have been ap- 
propriate had the writer been a cheerful 
old lady addressing her friends at home, 
but quite unsuitable for the official blue 
book. Of the trustworthy character of 
the information given by Mr. Eiudeu our 
readers may judge by his estimate of 
the extent of the loss caused by a fire in 
when four-fifths of the town were 
The buildings consumed are said 
to number about 3,600, inclusive! of wood 
and mud godowns, churches, temples, public 
buildings, Ac., tho valno of which is said to 
be five million dollars. This means an average 
of $1,388 for each building, an extravagant 
allowance under any circumstances, hut parti- 
cularly so for Hakodate ; however, Mr. Eusden 
may have committed an error, unless, indeed, 
tho Kaitakushi was burnt down, iu which cue 
the estimate may uot be oxcesaive. 



W« learn with surprise that at a meeting 
of the chiefs of the K>e*oku, held at 
Bucho Kioku on tho lllh September, Higashi 
Kuie, referring to tho agitation now pre- 
valent throughout the empire on the sub- 
ject of national representation, declared that 
the tranquillity of tho nation was greatly 
dialurbed. the imperial house threatened, and 
the duty of those present to frame 



that it 

an address to the Mikado, containing propoai 
tions for the protection of the throne and 
dynasty of tho emperor. Unless this is a bit or 
that irony frr which Japanese are justly cele- 
brated, the mere fact that men of rank and 
education should be guilty of such folly is the 
best argument against the formation of an 
aasembly of which they should be members 



The following figures are given as the trade 
between Japan and Ch 
1877-79. 



China for the three years 



am re- 



import* to Japan 5.084,709 4667,434 6,918 648 
Kxports from Japan 6.427.431 6.733.U26 6,637 901 



Total 10.462.200 10.401,300 11.6&<i.4ta 



The native papers report that the govern- 
ment, " for reasons best known to themselves,'' 
are about to deposit large quantities of rice 
grown in Harira* and Settau, in godowns in 
Osaka. Can this be a preliminary to exporta- 
tion ? We hope not, for any such measure as 
government exportation of rico under tho 
present condition of affairs ia fraught with 
serious danger to the beet interests of the 
nation. 

We learn that the Chevalier Wttewaal von 
Stoetwegen is about to return to the Hague. 
The length of time the Chevalier will be absent 
ia not known, but it is 
will not be long delayed 



patches were received, a date which nlteays 
ought to be mentioned, you draw your own con- 
clusions and mispreeent the exercise of my 
official duties. 

I must say that I deeply regret that sys- 
tem of malevolent insinuations, 'nay accusa- 
tions, which some Frenchmen have adopted 
with regard to tho acts of the consulate, espe- 
cially lately iu the affair Marin. 

In tho interest of truth, and in an evident 
spirit of reconciliation, I confined myself to 
state in writing, in order to avoid mitttnder- 
iUtndinrjs, and in the form of a note, 
those words of that missionary which, in my 
opinion, did not amount to a punishable offence, 
although many of our countrymen who had 
become excited over the rumours that were put 
in circulation, wheu they spoke to me of the 
incident believed there could be no doubt that 
such an offence had been committed. 

That same opinion I have had occasion to 
express to petitioners who acted within their 
legal right of petitioning. 

The sense of this single and conciliatory 
act of mine has been misrepresented by the 
residents of Tokio and Yokohama. 

Now you come and misrepresent in your 
turn the senso of an official communication 
made without comment on my part, and to 
this communication, which ha* to be repeated 
overy year at this period, you give an 
absolutely imaginary meaning. 

I therefore roquest you in future to abstain 
from such erroneous comments on my consular 
acts, and, a fortiori, when they in any way 
concern the administration of my colleague. 
Mr. Pierret, for whom I entertain great esteem 
and regard. 

Sir, the assurance of my 



Its manifest effort* to trim it* sails and 
steer by the wind notwithstanding, our 
Pronch contemporary f Echo du Japon is 
not fortunate under the republic: Dur- 
ing the presidency of Marshal MacMahon 
its editor was by a former consul threatened 
with deportation to Saigon on account of hia 
radical writing*, and now the reactionary ten- 
dencies of the present editor have met with 
a severe reprimand from the consul. It ap. 
pears that this functionary has recently 
published certain ministerial circulars with 
regard to the registration of French citi- 
zens in foreign countries ; that the Courrier du 
Japon thereupon made some strictures on 
the conduct of the consul's predecessor, Mr. 
Pierret ; in having omitted to notify hia coun- 
trymen of those circular*, and that a corres- I 
pondent in the Etha for the 22nd ultimo took I 
up the defence of the absent Mr. Pieiret, I 
Tho conscqucneo of that correspondence is 
n let tor to the Echo, of which the following is a 
translation. 

Yokohama, 22nd Sept., 1880. 
To the editor of tho Echo du Japon. 

Sir:— In your newspaper to-day I came 
across the following phrase: 'The present 
French Consul has thought proper to notify 
them, and to let thrrn l-iwia that they ou>jhl to 
have heen notified at luch a date.' 

Tho notifications were communicated to 
two French newspapers for publication in an 
identical manner, that is to say, without com- 
ment. 

From the fact that my communication is 
dated on the diy when the ministerial des- 



igned) J. J< 

It will not have escaped the attention of our 
that the above letter, although osten- 
sibly provoked by comments on the official noti- 
fications about registration, deals principally 
with a separate and diatioct matter, namely, the 
light in which the treatment of the Abbe Marin 
is looked upon b, the higher class portion of 
ths Tokio and Yokohama resident*. A*, 
ever, comments are deprecated, we will 
none at present. 



We judge from a paragraph in tho Courritr 
du Japon that the persecution of the Abbe 
Marin — an outrage which has excited the dis- 
gust of the entire community, the French 
proletariat or pttrolariat excepted, — is likely to 
have a contemptuous response from Ft 



i regard to the critique iuelf the 
of it replies, in' a letter to which 



" A QntXA* Resident of Yokohama " ha* 
adopted the unusual course of addressing to the 

Japan Herald a letter of complaint respecting 
a criticism which appeared in this journal, and 
we-adopt the equally unusual course of re- 

plyin 

With 
writer 

we call attention, effectually disposing of 
the objections of tho Herald"! correspondent, 
nnd all that remains for us is to disclaim any 
intention in this, or in any other matter con- 
nected with the general aff.iirs of the settle- 
ment, of recognizing distinctions of nationality. 

The chsrga ia unpleasant, and would have 
Heen conletnptu«u»ty passed over had we not 
so much regard for the German community 
whose good opinions we highly prize. To the 
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T*i following memorandum (bowing the 
value at par of one ten of Japanese currency 
•t an j rale of exchange from 130 to 200 yen 
par 100 dollars, will he uaeful to ladies and 
housekeepers in adjaating their accounts By 
merely changing the position of the derimsl 
point the exact value of any even turn from 
one ten to one thousand yen may be ascertained. 
For example: — one sen at exchange 162 ia 
equal to SO 61728 of a cent ; ten aen to $06 1728 
reals; one yen to $0.61 728 cents : ten yen to 
$6.17: one hundred yen to $61.73 and one 
thouaand yea to $617.28. An uneven aam of 
currency may be reduced to par by lira file 
multiplication, thue : — yen 47.33 at 158 will 
be solved by 4733 X 63291 = $29.86. 37 
ho at 147 ia 37 X 68 = $0 25. 



T«*. Bans. | Cia. 
180 -itum 

31 70335 

85 ...-75757 

U -75188 

84 . -7462C 

W '74074 

36 -7S529 

87 •78892 

SB '72463 

»P 71941 

140 -71428 

41 '70981 

42 -70422 

43 68930 



45 esses 

46 -68403 

47 680i7 

48 -67507 

49 C7114 

180 -Gtifiee 

51 -60225 

63 -68789 

83 -65359 

64 -64938 

68 "64516 



Taw. Sex. $ Ore. 

166 60240 

67 -t>9HHO 

09 -69623 

69 -59171 

170 -5fcs»$ 

71 58479 

72 -58139 

73 -87H03 

74 -57471 

76 57143 

76 sosis 

'7 56497 

78 M5179 

79 56865 

180 -55556 

81 66348 

83 -Suits 

83 -541144 

84 -54347 

85 '51054 

86 53703 

87 J.8476 

88 63191 

89 -52910 

190 -59» : 31 

91 -5235(1 



98 61813 

94. '61646 

96 -51283 

96 -61020 

97 ..-50761 

Dfl. ........ *6O50 5 

61 



... ...i.. 



87 

68 -69291 

89 -62803 

100 62600 

61 '62111 

62 -61728 

61 '61340 

64 -60978 

68 '60606 



Btmorjx ia again busy with the to i nil try. 
It ia an id that their excellencies Iwakura and 
Inonye Kaworu have resigned their respective 
office*. The reaaona which hare influenced the 
decision of tbeae ministers are unknown, nor 
can we in any way Touch for tho truth of the 
report. 



F. W. TotrKO was this morning (29th 
ultimo) sentenced by the acting assistant 
judge to a months imprisonment, and order- 
ed to And security for future good be- 
haviour on the expiration of that term, 
for having committed a gross naaault upon 
Mra. Slibolt. The evidence produced prov- 
ed that the assault was unprovoked and 
cowardly. Mrs Stibolt is s highly respectable 
woman carrying on the business of an under- 
tsker : and. it is said, had been extremely kind 
and indulgent to the prisoner who has been 
acting in the capacity ot her business msnsger, 
and who at lsst, while drunk, attempted to 
strangle and otherwise ill use her. The pri- 
soner, when asked what he hud to say, made a 
long atatemetit in which he admitted a previous 
assault, but said he recollected nothing of the 
assault with which ho was charged. He laid 
stress upon a fifteen years' good character he said 
he wee in possession of, and of his friendly feel, 
ings towards the prosecutrix who, he thought, 
ought to have looked over this affair and not 
brought it before the court, a proceeding which 
caused him much annoyance. The preaiding 
judge took a very lenient view of tho case and 
the prisoner may be thankful ho waa not sent 
for trial. 



the paper so obtained by fire. — If r. Qo, secre- 
tary and commissioner of the bureau of national 
debt, and Mr. Tsmssaki, secretary and chief 
commissioner of the bureau of banks in Okura- 
sho, visited the money market in Yokohama 
yesterday. — Messrs. Iwssaki Yataro, of the 
Mitsu Bishi Steam Ship Company, and Hirano 
Tomiji, of the Ishiknwa dockyard, hare left 
for Hakodate to make arrangements for 
building vessels there. — Mr. Mori, ex-daimio 
of Choshiu, has bought a large tract of 
ground in Sapporo for tho purpose of lending 
it to the poorer sftiroiht of his former i 



stortesjjflttdf »ce. 



Axons the unwelcome itsmi of news contain- 
ed in the Jspnnese pspers is an announcement 
that five hundred cartons of silk eggs have 
srrived in Yokohama from Iwski The selling 
price is said to be from yen 3.70 to yen 4 per 
eard. 

The Italian graineurs will be here shortly ; 
in fact; a few of them have already arrived : 
and the price will be fixed by them. It is 
time for Japanese guilty of this grave offence 
against ths chief trade of the nation, to learn 
that iu the ssle of silk eggs they must not 
attempt to fix a selling price, but bo content 
with whatever the Italiou purchasers, who 
thoroughly understand each other end never 
enter into competition, are willing to give 
tbem. 

In the interests of Japan we hope the silk 
egg business of this yesr will be more disss- 
truus than on sny previous occasion, for ws 
sincerely believe thiil a profit, however small, 
on this objectionable trade would be the means 
of bringing down to market next year 
double the number of cards sold this 
year ; in which Vase the silk trade would bs 



Pm Thomas Htsirra, owner of the steam 
yacht Lancashire Witch, and who lately visited 
Yokohama, is about to be married to Miss . 
Hharon, eldest daughter of Senator Sharon of 
California and Nevada repute. It will be re- 1 
membered that a short time ago Sir Thomas 
Hesketh sent his yacht to endesvour to rescue 
the captain of the ship AtatkiltU. who with his 
wife and a portion of the crew of that ill-fated 
vessel were presumed to be on the Socorro 
islsnd. No tracea of the missing people were 
found, and it ia to be feared they were 
lost in the heavy gale which took place 
shortly after the foundering of the ship. The 
Lattcaihirt Witth is now being overhauled in 
San Francisco, and it is probable that the 
baronet will shortly revisit Japan on a 
round the world with his brids. 



Tn bluff land lots, sold to-dsy (28th ulto.) 
by Mr. James Winstanley at public auction, 
realised the following prices : — 

No. 121. 607 tsubo $0.26 per tsubo Mr. P. Osbom. 

262. 1049 „ 0.80 „ „ „ W. L Clark. 

263. 1831 „ 13 86 ., ., „ J. Middletoo. 



Tbb following swamp lots were sold by Mr. 



AmcMnt 

Im.16 .. 
4JM ... 
tM 
3.26 
8.26 
2.28 
3.88 
2 38 
3.47 
2.40 
2 41 
3.16 
2.88 
2.67 
2.90 
3.41 



rates given : — 
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213 


.. 806 ... 
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.. 206 ... 


884 . 


.. 289 ... 


226 


.. 889 ... 


240 


.. 205 ... 


242 


.. 205 ... 


244 


.. SOS ... 


246 . 


.. 118 ... 


246 


.. 132 .. 


247 


.. 204 ... 


.249 . 


.. 305 ... 


261 


.. 197 ... 


253 


436 ... 


ZCi' 


.. 104 ... 


271 


.. 186 ... 


273 


.. 341 ... 


274 




376 
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Messrs. Grosser * Co. 

... Ah Cbccur. 

.. do. 

Messrs. Smith, Baker 4 Co. 

... Mr Bonneaa. 
... Mr. P. Poulean. 
... Ah Ch< 
... Mr 0 
... Ah Ch< 
... Ah Chu. 
.. da 

... Mr. B. CUrk. 
do. 

Smith, Baker A Co. 
... Mr. J. Lindaley. 
... Mr. Geo Nacbtiga). 

Mr. Qaadauhert. 
... Mr. Elngsell. 



The paper money collected by the govern- 
ment in exchange for silver coins amounts to 
ten million yen. According to a notification 
of ths 25th " 



tT We are not rttpntuibU for the 
exprnteed by eorreepondentt. 

THE MIT8TJ BISHI COMPANY. ITS BOLE 
PBOPKIETOE AND IT8 BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS. 

To the editor of the Japan GautU. 

O monstrous ! eleven buoknun men 
grown out of two) 

Sib: — Connected with the birth, growth 
snd present all overshadowing development 
of the Mitsu Bishi Mail Steamahip Company, 
there are many remarkable circumstances 
which, to a reflecting mind, cause serious 
thoughts ; not the least remarkable of such 
circumstances is the perseverance with which 
the legend of the company being a private 
firm is kept up, notwithstanding the many 
occasional glimpses, which unavoidably now 
and then, betray a contrary state of things. 

Our directories, which ought to be autho» 
rities upon the constitution of the said com- 
P* n 7. g" e 00 trustworthy information : you 
were curtly refused any particulars for 
your hong-list ; the Herald, to whom the 
company appears to be so awe-inspiring that 
it is never mentioned by that independent 
journal, gives in its hong-list only the names of 
the two brothers Iwssaki, with out stating their 
position in the company ; the Japanese Tokio 
directory gives Mr. Iwssaki Yataro as that/to 
or president of the company, snd Mr. Iwssaki 
Yanoske as fulru-ehaeho or vice-president of 
the company. 

But when in June 1877 Mr. Iwssaki Yataro 
brought an action against Captain Colomb of 
H. M. S. Audneioui, for damages for injuries 
caused to the Ohiri Mam, the plaintiff said, 
in cross-examination by defendants counsel : 
" Ths Mitsu Bishi S 8. Co. has been mine 
" since its commencement ; there have been no 
" shareholders besides myself. / am las toU 
••proprietor of all the ships generally termed 
M. B. 8.8. Co.'a ships. In Use mm of a coos- 
"pany eonttituttd by thareholdert, the M. B. B. 
" S 0». hat no txittenet. The earning* of the 
•' ships belong to me as representing the M. B. 
"Co. As to the vessels some time ago taken 
« over from the Pacific Mail 8. S. Co., I bor- 
" rowed the money from the government where. 
•• with to pay for them ; but that fsct does not 
•• make the ships ths government's ships ; the 
•< transfer was msde in my name. As to the 
" petition in this case I told Mr. Krebs to 
"claim the expenses of the repairs and 
" compensation for the loss of charter -, Mr. 
" Krebs wrote according to instructions to 
" Mr. Ness." And when on the 10th ins- 
tant Mr. Iwssaki Yanoske was examined 
in the U. 8. consular general court in the 
lawsuit brought by the M. B. 8. N, Co, 
sgainst ths P. M. 8. S. Co for payment 
for a trip made by the SevaiU from Bhang- 
hai to Yokohama, he .aid, « Iwuaki Yatar. 
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" it proprietor of the Milan Bithi S. S. Co., 
" ova alto At mauayiny dirtctor of At company. 
" The M. B. Co. is called a company, but doe* 
" not consist of itinny [icmons. The Japanese 
" word Ituaitha may mean a company of muny 
" shareholders, hut it may alao mean merely a 
" firm in which many persons are employed." 

Lu substance, the evidence of the two brother* 
is the tame : it ia « mutter of courie that when 
the wit proprietor of a business firm ia on the 
spot, he ia theu al»o its mnnsging director, 
that ia to aay, that the aupremo control of the 
iiffnir remaina with Kim, although he may 
hare a onmber of inspectors, superintendents 
or manager* under luiu. But Atrt can only he 
one dirtctor, and that ia the proprietor hirasell, 
io thia com Mr. Iwaaalci Yataro. 

Nevertheless I read in an evidently com- 
municated paragraph in the Herald for the 
13th inatant the following : — 

"A complimentary dinner waa given on 
" 8*t«rdsy sight by tbe foreign employes of 
" the M. B. 8. S. Co. to Mr. Frederick Brebe. 
" At foreign director -f tht company. About 
" thirty-five, including Mr. Iwssaki, -At 
" Japauett director?, and their wive*, were 
" present." — Here we come suddenly upon a 
plurality of directors ; there it • foreign diree. 
tor Mr. Ereba, and there are Japauase direc- 
tors, aad besides there is Mr. Iwaaalci, although 
it ia not said which of the two Iwasakis. Sup 
posing even that Mr. Iwaaaki ia a printer's 
error for Messrs Iwusaki, and that the words 
" the Japanese directors" refer to the two bro- 
thers Iwaaaki, then wo have st all events two 
directorates, a foreign and a Japanese, the 
former consisting of Mr. Frederick Krebs. the 
latter of the two brothers Iwaaaki. Is thia 
toruetluug like the temporal and spiritual 
power, formerly said to be represented by 
the Shoguo end the Mikado? Who is 
then Sboctu, and who is Mikado ? Mr. Krebs 
or Mr. Iwsaaki ? And what has then become 
of the proprietor, the sole and single owner of 
ij ships? And on wboee behalf sits and 
i this board of directors ? 
There is, of course, another version of tho 
paragraph in the Iltrald, and that ia that no 
printer's error ha* been commit led, that 



by 

Iwaaaki Yataro, 
, is mentioned 



io, ss proprietor oflhe company, is mentioned 
tinctly from ' the Japanese director*.* But 
thet cue I maintain that tb* word 'diree- 
J whether applied to Mr. Krebs or to the 



Mr. Iwsaaki ' is meant Mr. 
who, as proprietor of the 
distinctly " 

ipplied to M 
i* • misnomer, and should have been 
When Mr. Israsaki Yauo*uke 
was on the witness- stand n few days previous- 
ly, he did not call himself »• director ' ; he 
] manager of the M.B.S S. 
•ad it is passing strange that so shortly 
said-evidently in- 
" in the 




be 

men'* 

In 

in 
i*no 



can be 
peny i 

firs 

Iwaskkx I 



with which Mr. Iwnseki 
in court contradicted the sworn 
of Mi. Bramseo, prove* him to 
any petty consideration for other 
the truth ia io question 
, however, tbe paragraph 
the 13th ia to be read, there 
from this dilemma ; if Mr. Iwasaki 
is' the sole proprietor of the Mitsu 
Ship Company, then there 
i board of director? of tbe com- 
tbe legilimato sense of the word 
'sitting in Tokio ; if, on the other 
ich a bourd exials and set*, then Mr. 
Yatsro cannot be the sole end single 
oftheMJl.M.SS. Co. 



I an 



Tiua Qualm. 



MUSICAL CRITICISM. 

To the editor of the Japan Oatette. 

Sm : — I notice in last night's Berald s 
somewhat nmhignnus and tortuous epiatle from 
'• A German resident of Yokohama " who com- 
plains of something ; — I fear he knows not 
what. This gentleman seems wonderfully 
aggrieved because I did not enter into 
I he respective merits of Messrs. Eckert and 
Fcnton ; but, with all submission, I would 
suggest that, at least on the present occasion, 
such was no pert of my duty. The critic who 
visits nn art-gnllery has simply to pronounce 
on the merits of the pictures before him, with- 
out reference to the early training of the 
artists who painted them ; and I conceive that 
my duty was to pronounce on the quality of the 
tone-pictures displayed on Wednesday evening 
without being called upon to investigate the past 
education of the performers. I do not doubt 
the admirable training qualities of Mr. Eckert. 
I care not whether a musician be German. 
American, Japanese or cosmopolitan. I merely 
gave an account of what I saw and heard at 
the concert; end the fact remains, that 
wherever the " military precision " came from 
originally, it was not exhibited in thoso pieces 
which Mr. Eckert conducted, while it became 
very apparent ss soon as the Japanese conduc- 
tor took the biton in hand. I carefully 
refrained from saying so much on Thursday, 
simply because I was anxious not to wound 
the tender susceptibilities of some of our Ger- 
man friends ; and the public may rest assured 
that any artist or performer, whstever his 
nalionslity, will not fail to obtain a full meed of 
praise (if ho be worthy of it) at the bands of 

Your 

McaicAL Cbitio. 
Yokohama, 2*th September, 1880. 



CtTRHENCT 



To the editor of the Japan Qatette. 
Sir .—If the Japanese authorities are bent 
on reducing the alleged adverse balance of trade, 
why do they interfere with the natural course 
of exchange, to the detriment of the Japanese 
produce™ ond the advantage of the foreign 
importer? In the spring of this year yen 
depreciated, as compared with Mexican dollars, 
to 162. During tbe four following months, 
government action alone, it ia generally be- 
lieved, was responsible for its appreciation to 
135-138. The result has been that exports 
have been artificially rendered dearer in for- 
eign markets, and imports artificially rendered 
cheaper in this market. 

A simple illustration will, I think, show this. 
Let us suppose that a given article was sold, at 
tb* time exchange atood at 162 fur Mexican 
dollars for exactly 1.62 yen. Such an article 
could be bought by the foreign exporter for 
one dollar Mexican at that time. But the opera- 
tions of the government, by forcing a rise in 
the convertible value of the yen to 1 35 per 
dollar, caused the price of such un articlc'in 
Mexican currency to advance to 1 20 ; thus 
•nhsncing its cost in foreign markets by 20 
per cent., at least, (the per cent ages of t rider* 
on the enhanced cost I do not do more than 
advert to) without any portion of that 20 
per cent, reverting, a* personal gain, to the 
Japanese producer. 

Again, let us assume that * given sriicle of 
foreign importation sold at that time for 1 
dollar Mexican = 1.62 yen. The action of the 
in this insunc* results ia th* 



encouragement of increased import*, by 
cheapening this article for the Japanese con- 
sumer from 1.62 to 1.35, a reduction of 17 
per cent at leaat (again eliminating the ques- 
tion of trader's percentages) and thia reduction 
is no lone to the foreign importer, for he obtains 
his one dollar Mexican for tbe article, just s* 
beforo. 

The government in fact, during those four 
months, levied a duty on exports of twenty per 
cent., on tbe one hand, and, by granting a 
bounty of almost the same amount on imports 
on the other hand, did exactly that which they 
mistakenly desired not to do, vis., restrict im- 
ports and increase exports. But why should 
we complain of action which doe* not appear 
very disastrous to usf We complain because 
we are persuaded with you, Mr. Editor, thst 
all trade is barter, by means of which the super- 
fluities of one nation ere exchanged for those 
of another, so that the necessities of each are 
satisfied. We complain because we know that 
such artificial and unfair advantages as those an- 
ittingly conferred upon as by the meddling 
policy of the Japanese government are delusive, 
snd can result in no permanent advantage to 
us. There is no real benefit in one-sided 
commerce. Whatever affect* Japanese export 
trade injuriously, must react upon her import 
trade. 

I trust that your effort* to liberate th* 
foreign business of this country from th* 
trammels so persistently imposed upon it may 
be successful, and 

Kemain, Sir, 

Yours obediently. 



Sept. 28th, 1880. 



To the editor of tho Japan Gaiettt. 

8™ : — While heartily echoing the concluding 
paragraph of your correspondent's (8.) letter 
which appeared in the Japan Oazettt of last 
evening. I mutt take exception to the soundness 
of the illustrations which he ho* given in sup- 
port of hi* charges against tbe government of 
increasing the prices of exports snd cheapening 
the price of imports. 

•' 8 " has fallen into an etTor similar to that 
which was made by some persons a short time 
ago with respect to the discount on kinaatsu : he 
has taken paper money as the standard of value 
in Japan ; and changed Mexican dollars to suit 
the fluctuations in exchange. His illustration 
of the effect upon the export trade is altoge- 
ther fallacious ; Mexican dollars or* the real 
standard of value, and as the discount on 
kinsattu decreases, the seller of Japanese pro. 
dues can, snd will reduce the price accordingly, 
as paper obtains a value more equivalent to 
that of silver. " 8." says, when kmtuttu were 
at 1.62 yon per dollar, he could bay an orticle 
costing 1.62 yen, for a dollar. If piper yea 
were at par with dollars, docs he not think he 
could buy just as much for » dollar? I have no 
douht about it. 

His illustration of the effect npon the import 
trade, is true to a certain extent, but, as Charles 
Mathews said when he looked down tho crster 
of Vesuvius, "There's nothing in it ; ** inas- 
much at the Japanese merchant ought to be 
able to buy his goods for kinsatsa at per with 
dollars; and that he his to adjnst hit selling 
price to suit tho value of silver (the standard); 
the same thing goes on all round, snd the final 
roult is, that buyers nod sellers are very 
much as they were. If the argument and 
illustrations of " 8." were true, then he would 
hare established as a fsct, that tho moro paper 

z-^t^tfi ir^n^pow.r 
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of paper money ia relation to Japanese pro- 
dare m s filed quantity, and suffer* ne change, 
whether el ■ discount of 62 per rent, or 35 per 
rent. It it true that the effect is Dot ao rapid 
at in (he prices of imports for paper money, 
which fluctuate of necessity with every turn 
of exchange, aa the import merchant (for- 
eigner) rauit hare dollar* for hit good* ; but 
there ia no doubt that the relative value of 
paper money to dollara is what fixe* the price 
of even Japanese produce ; and this being ad- 
milted, " S's " structure ia a heap of ruina. 



ince, principle* only true 
, and the reault i* failure 



heap of i 

Your* reapectfully. 

SIMPLE INTEREST. 
Yokohama, Sept. 29th. 1880. 



To the editor of the Japan 0n**v(e. 

8ib : — ''Simple Interest" disagrees with me 
at to the tendency of the exchange operations 
of the government. Be evidently doe* not 
believe that such operations encourage txporU 
and diminish importt, bat is obviously of 
opinion that they have no influence whatever 
on either. 

Let ns ace how far ho is justified in such a 
conclusion. 

It has been abundantly demonstrated in the 
Gazttlt that rice is the reul standnrd of value 
in this country, ond that the action of the 
authorities alone prevents taltu from depre- 
ciating to its true level nt measured by thnt 
commodity, viz : about 2.50 per dollar Mexican. 
What would be the reault of the suspension of 
such actiun, (and the consequent full of satew 
to 2.50) upon the foreign trade of Japan ? 
For every dollar Mexican of vnlue imported, 
the Japanese consumer would pay 2 50 yen 
instead of 1 60 yen as at present. For every 
yen valne of Japanese produce the foreign 
buyer would pay 40 ceuts Mexican, instead of 
62 as at present. 

This ia an extreme instance, but it is a fair 
illustration of the tendency of the action of 
the government. I am aware that to a certain 
the price in yen of Japanese articles 
partly owing to the fractionally 
of living which dearer imported 
ariea would entail on those consuming 
partly through the stimulus to 
this notable fall in the 
value of Japanese produce in foreign currency, 
and therefore in foreign markets. Bnt these 
would be insufficient to outwe'gh the 
i rise in the cost of imports, for it 
be remembered that such a revolution 
in price* would bo without appreciable effect 
on the coat of rice, or the value of real eatate. 
The Japanese would not find prime necessaries 
of lite much dearer. Rent and food would 
remain at about their present level, attaiued 
in spile of government interference. 

I think, therefore, that I am justified in 
maintaining my position, vii : that government 



fabric of Jap* 

of unfettered currency, 
to prove his case. 

There are few arguments incapable of being 
•trained beyond their obvious and reasonable 
I scope. If mine may, by a atrelch of fancy, be 
aaid to supfwrt tho fallacy that depreciation 
of paper benefits Japan, so that of »ira/>k in- 
terest may. by a similar distortion, be shown 
to countenance the equally absurd notion that 
no depreciation of Japanese paper can nflVx't 
Jiipaneso foreign trade, since buyer* and Sellers 
in tho aggregate will be jfnaKy very much aa 
thay were. 

The truth ia, there are two aide* to a good 
many question*, and it appear* to me that 
" Simple Intereat " only grasp* one side of this 
one. If the '• structure " 1 have raised seems 
to him to be in rain*. I would warn him that 
I perceive certain very omiuou* crack* in hit 
own. 

Your* obediently, 

8. 



n*e, 




meddling with th* currency, by appreciating 
mini, lower* th* prices of the foreign importt 
to the Jnpanese container, enhsur* the cost 
of Japanese produce, and thus sets a* a bounty 
to the former, *nd a duty upon the latter. 

Regarding "Simple Interest's" inquiry 
wb.thrr I could not procure for 1 dollar, sriih 



sottK at par, that which cost 1 62 when ex 



. stood at 1.62 per dollar, it ia easily dealt 
with. If the cost of food and lodging were re- 
duced by 38 per cent. I should aay •• yea : " but 
Mt niulteroffact.whcnycnapprcintcd, through 
, from 1.62 to 1 35 per 
tho co»t of food (tg. rice) did not 
i. but 1 believe poailively increased, and 
is the very kernel of the question. 

to the 



IaT TH1 U. S. CoSUULAX-GsXIBAI, CoCBT 

Before Geo. T. B. Vast Burks, ConiuUOtneral, 
Messrs. Hckmiy and Farley, Jcs., Annum. 
Tuuday, S<-pUmber Ulh, 1880. 
Mmc B»m Man Stiam Shit Company 



Pacific Mail Stbam Shi* Compajty. 

This was n cUira for $5,000 with interest 
at the rate of 10 per cent, annually from 
14th January, 1877, until paid, money alleged 
to be due for carrying the United State* 
mail* from Shanghai to Yokohama in the 
steamship Nevada in January 1877. 

Mr. Kirkwood appeared for tho 
Mr. Hill for the defendant*. 

Mr. Hill again applied for the oertified 
copy of the contract between the U. S. 
government and the P. M. S. S. Co., which 
he produced at the last hearing, being takon 
as evidence. 

Mr. Kirkwood maintained bis objection. 

Hi* Honour said that he would keep the 
copy o nder advisement, subject to proof that 
there ia only one original in existence, name- 
ly, in the hand* of the Postmaster- general in 
Washington ; if so proven the copy will be 
taken in evidence. 

Mr. Hill here proposed to produce some 
authenticated correspondence from Mr. Cen- 
ter to hi* sn peri or s in New York, tending to 
show the *en*e, which Mr. Center aa the P. 
M. Co.'* agent attached to the sale 
by him to the Mitac Biafai 8. 8. Co. 

Mr. Kirkwood objected to saeh a 
dence being taken in 

Objection 

Mr. Hill 

Captain John Brown, who was 

6 and ^1867 I was ™|mgvn 
arylS 

that time 



Colo; ado sailed from San Franciaoo aa the 



first ahip on tho China lino. Since that t 
the line has been ruu monthly. 

Croas-oxamined by Mr. Kirkwood :— I am 
still in the employ of the Pacific Mail 
Company. 

The question about iaauing a commission 
to take ovidenco was then entered into. 

Mr. Hill hero explained that the several 
question* with regard to Mr. Iwasnki Yataro'a 
position in the Miteu Bishi Company, which 
he at a former titling pnt to Mr. I warn lei 
object to *how that Mr. 



Iwasaki Yataro, when be signed the contract 
with tho Paoifiio Mail Company was only a 
delegate aa well aa Mr. Center. 

Mr. Kirkwood after having- perused in 
court the authenticated correspondence of 
Mr. Center's offered to-day by Mr. Hill, said 
now that he was willing to admit the oopy 
of a letter datod 25th April 1876, whioh was 
consequently read aloud in court. 

Mr. Hill objected to issuing a oom mission 
to take the evidence of Mr. Ness because he 
was only legal counsel for both plaintiffs and 
defendants, and therefore his testimony would 
be no evidence. 

His Honor said he did not agree with Mr. 
Hill in bis interpretation of the mutual 
relations between an attorney and his princi- 
pal 

Mr. Kirkwood maintained bis demand for 
a commission. 

The Court granted the motion for a com- 
mission, being of opinion that the plaintiff* 
were entitled to all the ovidenco abowing the 
true meaning to the oontraet, whether the 
contract was to expire absolutely on the 31st 
December 1876 or only with the Pacific Mail 
Co. 'a contract with the U. S. Government. 
Tho member* of the oommisaion and the 
intorrogatorio* to be settled at a future sitt- 
ing of the Court. 

The commissioner* are to have the power 
to take the testimony of the President of the 
defendant company a* to whether the con- 
tract between the U. S. Government and the 
defendant aa to carriage of maila, was mado 
duplicate or only iu on© original, and whe- 
ther said original is filed at th* office of the 
postmaster of the TJ. S. at Washington, and 
defendant* are not in possession of an origi- 
nal if made in duplicate. 

Cue adjourned until the return of the 



La Socmi] 

against 
ft. P. BaiDoaiig. 
Judgment. 
September 16fA, 1880. 
This action is brought by the plaintiffs as 
owners, or leasee* in perpetuity of Lot 81 
in the foreign settlement of Yokohama, 
against the defendant, who is alleged to be 
a tenant by toe month of a portion of aaid 
lot, whioh portion ia known aa 81 -a, at a 
monthly rental of $100, and to here sailed 
to pay any portion of aaid rent since ike 
81at of January, 1880. 

of the 



a warrant was dnly iasuad from thia 
on the 10th day of Jar/ 1880, and 




to 0S.ub tenan 
were seized and sold, 
charge* and exponas*, the sum of »205.90 
which turn is to be dedocted from the rent 




of the 



pen him by the 

plaintiff* through their 
Jane last for the poasesaiot 
on the 1st of July following. 

The evidence shows that Lot 81 

to was duly leased by the Kenrei c 

gawa on the 9th day of December 1875, to 
" Chartron Senior, Son ami Monnier " in the 
usual form, in which lease* of l.,»d are grant- 
ed b/ the Japaneae. authorities to foreigner* 
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and that on the 18th day of June, the said 
Chart rem Senior, Son and Monnier dnly as- 
signed and tranafeired their lease to the 
plaintiffs in thia action ; and said plaintiffs 
thereby beoatno tho owners or lesaoes in per- 
petuity of said premises. 

The original loaso and transfer are in 
evidence *a is also a properly authenti- 
cated power of attorney from plaintiff to 
Messrs. Jnrdine, Matheson A Co., by which 
the latter are authorized and empowered to 
bring this action. 

Tho plaintiff* ask that tho defendant be 
ordered to deliver forthwith to them posses- 
sion of the premises known as Lot 81-a, 
that he pay to them the mm of $384.70 
balance rent doe to 31st Jnly last, and snch 
additional rent as may have accrued to date 
of the judgment, and that he accoont to 
them for all mesne profits above the $100 00 
a month, since the month of Jnly last when 
possession was demanded from him. Thav 
also pray that tbe defendant ma/ be ordered 
to pay them $'250.00 by way of do mages for 
non delivery of possession when demanded 
and cost of suit, etc. 

The defendant in his answer claims that 
the premises in question were leased by 
" Ohartron Senior, Son A Monnier " to 
Ernest A. Scboyer on the 9th of Angnst 1 872, 
and that said lesso was doly transferred to 
him on the 21st of January 1874, and that 
the buildings and erections on the lot were 
subject to special stipulations and are his 
(the defendant's) property— and that if judg- 
meat of eviction should be pronounced 
against him bo should be authorized to re- 
move tbc buildings. 

In support of t >ose claims, however, he has 
failed to produce the slightest legal evidence. 
The papers offered by him as the lease and 
transfer to himself were not the originals 
or even certified copies, and no attempt has 
been mado to show the ascent of the owners 
to the transfer. But even if due proof had 
been put in of these papers, I fail to see that 
they would constitute a defence in thia 
action. Whatever rights defendant may 
have bad to the occupancy of the premises 
have been forfeited by the non paytneut of 
rent, and due demand of possession 

As to the buildings, the sale of tho 
lease by " Oharton 8enior, Son and Mon- 
Dier" to plaintiff included all buildings and 
erections on the premises, and in tho absence 
of any express agreement by the plaintiffs 
of structures, the 



are a part of the realtj and must 
i upon tbe land aa the F 




property of 



bat any sv 
of any part of tbe . 

of the plaintiffs, and 
ta or contract*, written or 



lade by bim, with any other 
rsona, are, aa against the plain- 
void and of on effect. 
It is therefore ordered : — 

1. — That the defendant forthwith vacate 
tbe premises desoribed in the petition, and 
known aa Lot 81-A in the Foreign Settlement 
of Yokohama, and deliver possession thereof 
to the plaintiffs. 

2. — That he pay to the plaintiffs the sum 
of $544.10, being balaooe rent duo and un- 
paid from tbe 31st January last to date, after 
deducting $205.90 net proceeds of the dis- 
traint. 

3. — That he pay the sum of $50.00 as 
plaintiffs' oosts in this action, and tbe costs 
of Court. 

THOS. B. VAN BURET*, 
U. 8. Consr' General. 



I* the U. S. CoNBcrLJJt-Qnmui. Court. 

Before Gbsbbal Thos. B. Va.i Bvm, 
Contul-Qhwal. 
Messrs. A. S. Pobeb and E. R. Smith, Atteetori. 
Tttetday, 8tpUmb«r >Ut, 1880. 

Sidset M. Smith of San Francisco by bi» 
attorney F. C. Spoken vtrtut Tsaac Btrsn 
and Aoodst LAwonciDT. 

Plaintiff asked for judgment against the 
defendant Isaac Bnsh for $24,460 with in- 
terest ; that the defendant be arrested and 
examined touching his indebtedness and all 
his property attached and seised, and that 
the defendant August Langfeldt be required 
to render an account of the goods taken pos- 
session of by him. 

Mr. Hill appeared for plaintiff, Mr. Litch- 
field for defendant Bush. Dofendant Lang- 
feldt appeared personally. 

Mr. Hill nailed as witness Mitsu Tani 
Takajiro, tho Japanese shoaha-brokor, men- 
tioned at the last hearing. 

The witness not appearing. 

Mr. Hill then called 

Mr. Bieber, who in reply to questions said : 
—I hnve been looking for my books to as- 
certain the amount of my kinaatau specula- 
tions, but havo not beon able to find them 
T had put them in the hands of Mr. Men. 
delssohn, who was agent for some of my San 
Francisco creditors. I got them back from 
Mr. Mendelssohn and put them in my desk, 
and now they have disappeared. 

His Honour observed to the witness that 
he must remember that he is on his oafh. 
The story just now told is too absurd and 
ailly to pass : the books must be found, and 
he warned the witness to Ulco care. 

Examination continued : — The name of the 
broker employed by me was Itoya ; he lived 
in Benten-dori. 

Mr. Hill next called as witness 

Mr. Bosh, who in answer to questions 
nut to bim :— I think I have been to Itoya's 
house to enquire for Takajiro, hut could get 
no information. They laughed at me. The 
Takajiro now living at Bon ton Dori is quite 

employed as my^broker. Since I was first 
examined in this case, I have received no 
money. I have incurred some debts. I have 
token every possible means to find out the 
Takajiro, who had assisted me in my satan 
negotiations. I oan't tell the reason why 
they laughed at me at Itova's house. I asked 
the man I found there, whether he knew s 
money broker named Takajiro : The man 
looked at ma and smiled upon me, and that 
was all the satisfaction I could get. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Litchfield :— Ton 
had told me to do my utmost to find out the 
Takajiro, with whom I had transacted 
business. 

Re-examined by Mr. nill : — Th>i last time 
I saw Takajiro, who transacted business for 
me, was about the beginning of March last 
at my place. There was no settlement, 
brtween ns. I owed him some money, and 
he came to tell mo that if I did not pay him, 
he would sell me up. I told bim that I had 
no money. 

His Honour here read a letter received 
some weeks ago from the Kanagawa Ken 
Rei, stating that a money broker, Mitsn Tani 
Takajiro, who formerly lived at Otamachi 
Gochomc, now lives at Otamachi Ichome, 



and is the only money broker of that name, 
bot that this man positively ai 



at this man positively as 
had any dealings with 



Ro-examination continued :- When Taka- 
jiro called at my plaoe in March, I owed him 
alwint 800 yen. It was at my solicitation that 
Takajiro originally came to my plaoe. I have 
never boasted among my friends, that I had 
secured a largo amount of money, 



cannot bo token from me. Whoever has 
said so, baa spoken a falsehood. I did not 
remark last night to some of my friends, 
that as the man who had been summoned 
to appear as my broker, is the wrong man, 
the case against me must break down. 

Imadate, a member of the shosha said : — I 
have oxaminod the books of the shoaha accord- 
ing to the request made to me at the last sit- 
ting of this court and prepared au abstract 
(produced). The number of transactions made 
l>y the broker Takajiro with the shoaha from 
December to February last, is 34 purchases 
and 30 sales. I see Mitsu Tani Takajiro 
now in court. I know no other shoaha 
broker of the name Mitsu Tani Takajiro than 
the one I now see here in court. 

Mitsu Tani Takajiro was called and said : 
- I live at Benten-dori, formerly at Aioi-cho- 
Gochomo. On the 2nd February last, I went 
to livo at Benten-dori. Before living at Aioi- 
cho-Gochome I lived at Minami-naka-dori, 
before that I lived in Tokio. I never lived 
in Otamachi-Icboine, but Aioi-cho-Gocbome, 
where I lived, is the next street I knew no 
other broker named Takajiro living in Ota- 
machi-Ichome. My residences have always 
been properly registered at the Kencho. 
Tho Konrei's stotomont in letter to the con- 
sul-general about my residences is incorrect. 
I know by name a broker named Itoya. I 
know Mr. Biober from his coming repeatedly 
to my place asking the price of satsu. In 
the same manner I know Mr. Bnsh, who 
often came to my place and changed $10 or 
so into satsu. Once Mr. Bush and Mr Bieber 
carao together and bought $1,000, for which 
thev paid in satsu. It was Mr. Bush, who 
paid the satsu. The rate of discount was 
then about 37 or 38 per cent. I think it 
was in May this year; anyhow it was during 
the hot season Mr. Bnsh came frequently to 
my placo asking the price of satsu, and was 
then accompanied by Mr. Bush's uephew. 
They frequently bought $20 or $30 for satsu ; 
hut the only largo transaction waa the one 
of the $1,000. There was then nobody else 
present. They, that is Bush and Bieber, 
came to my house, and I went to the shoaha 
to get tho dollars as desired, and they waitod 
for my return. Mr. Bush did not nogotiate 
with me at the time about large transactions 
in satsu. I think I can find out the date 
from my books. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Litchfield : — I 
think it was Bnsh himself who paid me tho 
money in May, and not his nephew. I know 
tho nephew as woll as the uncle. There waa 
some dispute between me and Bash's 
nephew about the commission : the nephew 
ilid not want to give mo my commission. 
B >th the uncle and tho nephew were there. 

To the Court :— Before that purchase of 
$1,000 I don't think Bush had any \ 
notions with me. I don't even know 
Bush's house- is ; I never waa thore. I know 
that Mr. Bush had satBU transactions in 
the shosha ; some of theso were made in 
namo of a broker named Iwaya, by a 
boy. I can't ssy whetbor Bush bad any 
such transactions in December, January or 
February last. Iwaya keeps an exchange 
•hop in Otamachi-Icbome. His right namo 
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is 8hig*shi-yams Tube; Iwaya is only hie 
business name. Ha hna been living at his 
present reaidenoe for tbo l*at teu year*. 

Re-examined by Mr. Hill :— I know of no 
money-broker's establishment at Otnmachi 
Qocbome now ; but there was a broker liv- 
ing there last year. I don't know bis name, 
bat be Kred close to the photographer at 
OiAmachi, Baaha-miehi. 

0 roan -examined by Mr. Litchneld : — I 
think the man was there notil the 6tb month 
this year. 

His Honour observed to (ho counsel for 
the defence that the Japanese police keep 
very accurate accounts of the movement* of 
all Japanese ; and it is therefore a marvel 
that the Tskajiro alleged by Mr. Bush can- 
not be found, if he really ever had any ex- 
ist once. It is an extraordinary circumstance 
that a man can enter transactions to tho 
anion nt of several thonsanda of dollars with- 
out knowing the man with whom ho deals 
or where that man lives. Bat the broker has 
disappeared and the money belonging to 
the creditors haa disappeared, and the broker 
most bo accounted for. 

Mr. Hill wanted to state to the court that 
he bad spent three half days in efforts to see 
Takajiro, and bring him into court ; bat lie 
was always met by the excuse that Takajiro 
waa sick and could see neither him nor his 
Japanese meaeenger. Io tbo meantime Taka- 
jiro was constantly visited by the opposite 



'■Si. 



■is Honour observed that he would com- 
municate with the Ken Rei about Iwaya, and 
1 the case until Friday the 27th inst. 



Friday, September 24M, 1880. 

His Honor stated that he had received 
word this morning from the Ken Rei that 
be had fonnd one individual who had been 
a broker in Otamacbi and that that per- 
son had been ordered to attend Court to-day. 

Mr. Hill called Mr. Biber, who stated that 
he had not yet been ablo to find his books, 
but that he had here a translation from his 
broker's notes, which he had copied and now 
presented in Court. He believed the notes 
to be correct. 

Mr. Hill said that Mr. Bieber transacted 
bo si oees in sate a at the same period as Mr. 
Bash did, that is to say from December to 
March last. 

Mr. Bieber :— According to the notea now 
prodneed by me the aggregate amount of 
my transactions in satsa in December Inst 
was 75,000 bought and sold ; iu January I 
had uo transactions ; iu February my trans- 
actions amounted to yen 35,000. My losses 
aggregated yen 8,850, and my profits yen 
174 net loss during December and February 
yen 3,676 ; ou which 'Sii per cent, would be 
a fair average discount when changed into 



When 1 bought the dollars, Mr. Bush'* son 
and my servant were present, besides the 
I broker and his family. I believo the broker 
' got tho dollars at tho ahoslia, and during his 
absence I remained at bis office. He wished 
to charge me n certain commission, to which 
I objected but- finally agreed. I had that morn- 
ing bought 51, 000 worth of kinsatsu from 
j a broker, living in Otomachi, whose name 1 
believe was Iwaya. Tho dollars with which 
I bought the salsa wore my own, gained by 
me while I was in the employ of Mr. Bush 
down at Kobe. 

Cross-exKmioed by Mr. Hill : There may 
have been an iuterval of -i lo 5 hours be- 
tween uiy buying and selling satau. I carried 
the dollars on mo iu foreign banknotes 
There were both large and small nnot>. I had 
them fur aomo time. My object was to 
gain $20 to $90 by tho operation. It was n 
speculation entirely on my own account. 
1 afterwards bought smaller amounts of 
aatsu but thic is tho ouly lxrgo transaction. 
1 made a profit of about two yon. The com- 
mission I paid was 4/10 per oent. I have no 
banker in Yokohama. I don't know Mr. 
Bash's broker. 

To the Court : My salary had boeu accu- 
mulating, and in March last 1 drew it in a 
lump from Mr. Bush. When I bought the 
dollars from tho broker, he paid me in bank- 
notes, but I cannot say whether these notes 
were Japanese or foreign. There is a 
Japanese bank that issnes silver-notes 
To .Mr. Hill : I have not got th 
now, I bare lent Mr. Bush part of it. 

To Mr. Litohfield : 1 have lent Mr. Bush 
$650. 

To Mr. Hill : It was false when Milan 
Tane Taknjiro stated in conrt that Mr. Bush 
was present when I bought the dollars from 
him, Takajiro. 

Witness to court : — The money with which 
I speculated was not entirely accumulated 
aalary ; whilo in Kobe I had received $200 
from 6a n Francisco in a draft on the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank. 

Mr. Hill called as witness 

A Japanese hanto, who said : — I am in the 
employ of the broker Iwaya. T .know Mr. 
Bush now iu court; be used to come to my 
master's place since the commencement of 
this year, accompanied by Mr. Bieber and Mr. 
Seydolbcrg. Mr. Bush nover had any large 
transactions at my master's shop : ho some- 
times bought $10 worth of satsn. The three 
foreigners generally came together. The 
largest transaction was made by Mr. Bush 
who brought $1,000 dollars in silver notes 
issued by the second national bank, and 
wanted to buy sateu. Only my father and 
myself were present at the transaction. No 
entvv in books is made of suoh tri 
I think that was the first time 



by Mr. Litchfield :_Ths 
set of books I gave to Mr. Mendelssohn were 
not tho originals, but were copies obtained 
from my broker, f hart already lost my 
original accounts. The copies now produced 
by me fti court is consequently the second 
set of copies. Moat of my transactions with 
my broker were done nt my own place. I 
relied on my broker as to the sales; for 
purchases I always gave him the rate. 
Mr. Litchfield called as witness 
Mr. Lewis Seydelberg, the nephew of the 
defendnnt Isaac Bush, who said: — 1 heard 
the evidence given in court by Mitsr. Tani 
Takajiro as to tho purchase by him of $1000; 
I Qannot give tho exact date, but as near ns 
I can remember it was early iu June last- 



Mr. Bush 

came to the shop ; afterwards ho 
It may bnvo been in tho month of March or 
April. I don't know Mr. Bush's business 
pluce in Yokohama. Siuco 1 was summoned 
to court, I have not spoken with my father 
of that transaction. 

His Honour observed that it must 
ho apparent to both parties to this suit 
that it is of tho utmost importunco that 
tbo broker alleged by the defendant Bush 
be found. Tho defendant has alleged 
that tho greater part of his deficit is 
due to his losses in satsu spcculstions, 
which he avers to have been made by him to 
the amount of several hundred thousand 
dollars through a broker of whom he knows 
no more than that the mau hna a name ns 
common as John. That this man caunot be 
discovered through the Japanese police and 



espionnage is very suspicions, and he repeated 

that it is of the utmost importance to defen- 
dant that the broker be fWnd. 

Mr. Hill repeated his demand that the 
defendant be committed upon the evidence 
given to-day. 

The court denied the motion, and in ordor 
to give the Kenrei a renewed opportunity to 
discover the missing man, the case was 
adjourned until Friday the 1st October next 
at 10 a.m. 

In tiii IatrutuL German Cohsular Court. 
Before B. Zappe, Esq., Contnl. 
Friday, October the Ut, 1860. 
Louts r Weotim v*. H. Lot/. 

This was a claim for $71.00, money dim 
for drinks consumed by defendant from Fe- 
bruary to August last in the public hours nt 
So. 41 kept by plaintiff. 

Defendant in his answer to the petition 
admitted to liave had the quantity of drinks 
charged, and to have signed chits for the 
same, hut he denied to owe plaintiff anything 
on the plea that the public house at No. 4l 
Iwlonga to one C. Spitz, who owes him, defen- 
dant, $88.05, which olaim he alleged that 
plaintiff, woo lives with the said Baits; kview 
and had recognised. 

Tho parties appeared personally. 

Defendnnt maintained that he is entitled 
to use his own claim against Soitx as a set off 
tigainat the debt demanded from hiraaetf, and 
he offered to prove by the testimony of Seita, 
II. Spahr. and F. Schiff that Seits is the pro- 
prietor of the busiucas at No, 41 t and that 
plaintiff merely lives with hiss as his wife, 
nnd further that Seitx owes him $82 05; and 
that Spahn can prove that plaintiff knew 
that and bad recognized the debt. 

The court adjourned the oaas oatil Friday, 
the 8th instant, at 10 a.m., in order to hear 
the evidence offered by defendant. 



INQUEST. 



A conrt of inquiry was held on the lstioet. 
before Mr Martin Dohmeu, H. B: M.V act- 
ing consul, into tbo circumstances of the 
death of Miller Irven, late master of the Brit- 
b ahip Lupata, who died at as* on the 9th 
June. 

Benjamin Raven deposed :— Soon after wo 
left Antwerp the deceased complained of 
">le to retain any food on his 
stomach. Ha continued complaining for 
about tea days and then his mind became 
deranged for long intervals. I and tho 
steward attended him, though he took 
his own medicine. He waa not so bad 
at that time as to cause me to think it 
wss my duty to take the ooutrol of 
the vessel out of his hands, but I took care 
that be was never left alone. He waa on 
deck even to the day of bis death— about 



He said - 1 . 



before he died,— when be appear- 
i going to die. You 
lake out the charts, take charge of the vessel 
nnd make the best passage yon can. All my 
personal effects I wisli to go to my sister." 
He seemed to think that his wife was dead. 
He never spoke again in my presence. 

eward of the vessel and another 



The 



. i . — _ a — 1 aL. 

corroDormtcu tuv 



of tho 



Fix ui no. 

I find that Millar Irven master of the 
British ship Lupoid of London Official No. 
70,704 died at sea on board that ship on tho 
Oth day of Jnno 1880, iu Lat. 4*5."' 



5' North 



and Long 24- 15' West, from Natural cause* 
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Shipping. 



ABIin r ALS. 

»«, J »P- Itr. Kamamolo-Maru, Dnimroond 
M«, from Hakodate Mail* and General, to M. 
BUBS. Co 
Sept 15, Am. str. (its, of Ptkiiy. Berry, 5,079. from 
Hongkong, 9lh in*.. Mail, end General, to P. M 
8. 8. Oo. 

£ept. 16, Jap atr. Binthtma-Utm, Haewell, 1,B70, 

from Shanghai and porta, Maila and General to 

M. D. H. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept. 16, Am. abip Scmor, Miller, 1,111, from New 

oestla, N.8.W., July 2*th, Coals, to Walah, llaU 

A Co. 

Bapt, 16, Brit bajq Ketone, Irk I tor, 483, from 
Takao, 3rd inat . 9.000 piculs Sugar, to Chineae. 

Sept. 16, Jap. atr. Tntru^a-llaru, Cheatham, 661, 
from Kobe. Mails and Gwrsrel. to M. B. M. S. S. 
Co. 

Sept. 17, Brit. atr. flenUdi, Ruas, 1.006, from London, 
via Sngapore, Sept 4th, Geueru), to Smith, Baker 
* Co. 

Septus, Buaalan corvette AMnia, Capt. Lomeo, 

Sept. W, rreb. atr. Pole*, Guirend, 1,502, from 
Hongkong, Maila aad General, to M. M. Co. 

Bept 20, Jap. atr. JFa*oru>ur-a -Mara, Cbriatan«eu, 
1,100, from Kobe, Maila utid General, to M. B. M, 
8. 8. Co. 

Bapt. 20, Jap. atr. SMnno-auM-Jfom, Walker, MB, 
from Hakodate, Mails and Qeneral, to M. 11. 11. 

P. B. Co. 

Sept. 21, Brit itr. Oceanae. Metcalfe, 3.700, fro.. 
Sao Francisco, Sept 21at, Maila and General, to 
O. A 0. Co. 

Bapt. 22. Brit air. Malacca, Beaton, 1,701 
Hoogknag via Nagasaki, Maila aad General, to P. 
AO. Co. 

Sept. 12, Brit. baiq. Black Duweact, Teal, 460, fr m 

Nagaaaki, General, to P. Hohm. 
Sept. 29, Jap atr. Teaie-Jfara, Swain, 2,119, from 

nhanghai aad porta, Maila aod General, to M. B. 

M. 8. B. Co. 

Bept 22, Car. aohr. Solid Wieee. 200, from Takao 



ilth Inat.. 4,'KK) gicula Sugar. 



23, Hilt. atr. 



Wildgoose, l,20O, from 
i, tleimaan 1 Cw. 



Sept. 22. Brit atr. stealer, Kirkpatrtok, 1,600, from 
Hongkong, General, to Butlerftald * Ssrirn. 

Sept He. Jap. atr. ffoteaoye-Maru, Ditblefeen, 1,133, 
from lube. Mailt and General, to U. B. M. S. 8. 
On 

Sept 24, Jap. atr. Tokmi-Man, Hogg. 1,047, from 

Kobe, Mails and General, to il B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept 24. Gar. ecar. Botkt, I'lotia. 210, from Takao 1 

Sept. 6th, Sugar, to Jerdine, Mulbeeoa A Co. 
Sept 27, Brit, ship injuta. Karen, 1,039, from 

Antwerp, General, to C lilies A Co. 
Sept. 27, Jap. ttr. Tamoani- .Van, Carrew, 688, from 

Hakodate, Qeneral, to M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Bept. 27, Jap. /fnroi-Maru, — , ficg, from Yoksi- 

ohi, Qeneral, (o M. H. AI. S. S. Co. 
Sept. 29, Jap. air. .Vi,„ a la-M.rr», Walker, 1.603, from 

Hooikotig ria K-.be, Mails and General, to M. B. 

M. 8. a Co. 

Bept SO, Jap. atr. H'akaHoura Maru, Chriatenatn, 

1,800, from Kobe Maila and General, to M. B. M 

8. r. Co. 

Fapt 30, Jap. atr. lafe'sayo-Mar*, Young, 1,230, from 
Shanghai and porta. Maila «nd General, to M. B 
M.S. 8. Co. 



DEPARTURES. 

Capt: IE, IVch. atr. Mania UA, Homary, 1,273, for 
Hongkong, Maila and General, despatched by II. 
M. Co. 

Bept 16, Brit' barq. Parlhia, Patereor>. 1,022. for 

Kobe, wiih part ol cargo Item Antwerp, deepateli- 

ed by A Hsimera a Co 
Sept. 15, Ger. bare, ine, Bolisou, 34), for Nagaaaki, 

fellas', despatched by Jur.linc, Mathraon 4 Co 
Sept. IS, Jap. air. Gcnkai-Muru, Conner. 1,917, for 

Shanghai aud porta, Maila and General, dea- 

patched by M. B. M. *. 8 Co, 
Srpt. 16, Jap. atr. Kokontrye-lfaru. Dilhlefaeo, l.l»:t. 

for Hakodate, Maila and General, deapatobed by 

M.B M S 8. Co. 
Sept. 17, <•«•. tchr. A\ 

for Cbefoo, Gem 

ton A Co. 

Sept IS, Daniah aoar. .Vtuiaakdo, Broderaea, lafl, for 
Cbefoo, I'allaat, despatched by Jardioe, Mathaaon 
A t o. 

Bent 19, Brit. ttr. bvpkraU*, Mitchell, 1,299, Tor 
jtobt, Bella* t, despatched by Smith, Baker 1 Co. 



*M, Tor 



' eetmann, 1 88, 
Capt Lomeo 
Captain 



'alTap^fchedby Jerque" udZ'- 



Sapt 18, Jap. atr. 

Hongkong vi 

patched by M B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept 18. Jap. atr. Kumamoto-UarM, Drammond, 

1,210, for Hakodate. Maila and General, des- 

pntched by M. B. M. 8. 8. <'o 
Bept 19, Am. ttr. City of Petiny, Berry, 3,079. for 

Ban Francisco, Maila and General, despatched by 

P. M. 8. K. Co. 
Sept 20. Ger. barqaentioe Julians, 

for Kobe, dafpatchcd ky Chinese. 
.Sept. 20, Russian o<-rrette Zahieeta, 

6-gnnB, for Nagasaki. 
Sept. 22, French dea patch rrascl La 

Onnge. 1,326 tona, 6-Eona, for Saigon. 
Sept. 22, Jap. atr. Hiooo-ilaru, Moore, 696, for 

llakodato. Maila and General, deepatoheil by M 

B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept. 2!, Brit, barque Vivid, 238, for Nagasaki. 

Ba last, despatched by P. Bobra 
Sept. 22, Jap. atr. Hiroakima-Maru, Has well, 1 .870, 

for Shanghai and porta, Maila and General, dea. 

patched hy M. H. M. S. 8. Co. 
^apt. '.'2, Jap. atr. IToaoaiotirxi-Maru, Chtictanaan, 

1,800, for Kobe, Maila and General, doepatched 

M. B. M. S. f. Co. 
Sept. 23, I'rit. sir. -Oceanie, Metcalfe, 3,700, for 

HonKkons-, Maila and General, despatched by 

0. A O. Co. 

Sept 24, Brit barq. rfabm, lokater. 4.13, for New. 

chwang, Ball.. at, deapatchcd by Chinese. 
Sept 24, Am. ahip flit* Goadtpced, Morse, 1,291, 

for Kobe. General, despatched by Malcolm A Co. 
Bept. 2». Am echr. AUxmdrr, Littlejoha, 62, for 

Ukotak, Tea, deapatobed by Captain. 
Sept 24, Jap. barq. KHaokant-Maru, Nicol, 96", 

for Nagaaaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B. M. 

a 8. Co. 

Bept. 2.% Am. barq. Haw. Erane, 7B8, for Nagaaaki. 

Ball»st. despatched by J. B. Collyer. 
Sept 24. Brit, atr BeaMi. Boas, 1,006, for Kobe, 

General, dsspatebed by Smith, Baker It Co. 
Sept 25, French oorrette, Ckantptatn, Capt. Michand, 

1,940 tons. 10-gnna, 450 P.H , forN»gaaakL 
Sept 25 Brit. sir. Valatco, Saston. 1.709, for Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, deapatobed by P. A O. Co 
Sept. 28, Brit. atr. Stcambia. Wildarooae, 1,2<«J, for 

New York ria I bina porta. Tea aud General, desv 

patched by Moorilyan, Heimann A Co. 
Sept. 2S, Jap atr. Kekonffye- Ararat, D.tMefsen, I.I2S, 

for Kakodale. Malls and Goaeral, deap.tobed by 

M. H. M. 8. 8 Co. 
Bept. 2», Oar. barq ITaUyrt, W.ltar*. «0t, for N.tw. 

ohang, General, deapatcbed by Cornea A Co. 
Sept. 29, Jap. atr. JVtio-Wora, Swain, 3,119, for 

Shanghai and porta, Mail* aod General, despatched 

by M. B. M. S. B. Co. 
Sept. 80, Jap. atr. ffalreavMeru, Hogg, 1,042, for 

Kobe, Mails aad General, despatched by M B. 

M. S. S. Co. 

Oct. 1, Brit barq. Wart /Tlsa, Thomson, 760, for San 

Fraucisco, Ballast, despatched by Captain. 
Oct I, Brit. str. > tender, Kh-kpetrick. 1,600, for 
Nagasaki and China porta, 
by Bottorfield a Swire. 



PAS8KNQBR8. 

Per Kroh atr. Afsnaa'eA for Hongkong :— Mr. J 
Kllrs and semint, H.-vd. P. B. " 
Siater Bonjamin, Sister St Paul, 
1 Chineae. 

Per Am. str. City of Peking from Hongkong 
Capta a Wodehonse, 27th Iouiskillioga, and 1 Chi 
neae. For San Fraaoieoo: Mra. J. 8. Kerr and 
daughter, Mies G. Brereton, MUs ,\. Brereton, 
Mr. II. M. Blanchard, Mr. T«ing Hoi, Mr. ' 
l ing You and m ife j 3 Europeans and 221 I 
in steerage. 

Per Jap. sir. Gsnlat'-Aforu for Shanrhai and ports: 
-Mi.. L. Clark. Li-ut W. H. M. Doug. il, «.»., 
Mr. Garn er ui.d 9 J .pancso in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. rfiroskitne-Afam from Shanghai ai.d 
porta Iterd. and Mrs. Lamknth, Urs. l>owdar. 

crd. and Mra. D«t«s and 3 cbildreu, dipt, aud 
Mm Tlomn*, Miss Win... Liout. C.I..W., Mr* De- 
la..qu- r.n i 2 childrnn, Mesara T. Wal»h. Bratoo 
leinemnin, A. Pattorson, A Kr»inwra, Ur-ooto. 
'agart, Briukworth K C'. Kir by, Oni.mon and In 
Japanrse in cabin j 4 Europeans, 3 Chinese and 
i. S Japunean in atecr.. for -an Franciaoo : ft »d, 
and Mra Strit matter nod Mrs. 
For LWerpool : Mr. Taunmyor in cabin. 

Ter Jap. str. 8u«iida-ifo>ra for Hon K ion« ria Kobe 
— Msjor Palmer, Messrs. J. W. McCarthy, H.J, 
Hawkins, E. C. Kirby, Wiukler, Biog and ooo 



Par Am. str. City of Poking for Paris -Mr A. 
Fsbian in cabin. r<w Lirerpool : Sartraoo Major 
Wilaon, Meaara. A. 1'. Jones and E. Taumeyer in 
cabin. For New York : Mrs' Ament. Mr. H. M. 
Blanchard, Mies Breret.n, Miss A. Brereton, Mrs. 
Kerr, Mi.a Kerr, Mr. Long Ping Yow and wife, 
Meaara. Taang Hoi, Tsang Hoi, 0. E. Hope. W. 
Killner, Dr. C. Inarl ia. U Johnson, Admiral Patter- 
son, u.a Lieut, Wainwiittht u.a.!r,, Lieat. W. 
Watts, tis.ai , O 0. Sawyer, U.a n. D. W Patterann, 
li s.n. . Lieut. C. E. Colohan. u.aa, Mrs Lam bath 
and child in cabin. For Ban Franciaoo : Mr. K. 
Amaden, Miaa Winsianl y, Mr. P. F. Beat'.n, Re*. 
Mr. Miittmntter, wifo and 2 obildren, Messrs. C. 
Ueyfual and R F. Kerr in cabin ; and -0 Europeans 
arid 22'f Clinamen In steerage. 

Per Frcb. atr. Votf* from Honckon • : — Meaara. 
Sakaki. llaUhaohi. Amati, G EfBMobi. Imbata, 
Veigano, Moratti. Goidetti, Uerosa, Q. Feale aod 
Otto in cabin. 

Per BriL atr. Oceanic from San Franc. aeo : — Miaa 
Bri tan, .'no. B. Jackson, Miaa Jackson, Mr. It, H. 
Marvhall and wife, Mr M. L. Taft, Mr. K. K. Wood, 
ward and wife, Miaa K. Looiaa Kellogg. Miss K. W. 
Gawleenn, Mr. Kwoog King Moon, Mr. Too Yew 



arvg, 



Mr 



CIm 



Mr. M. LndwiK and wifo. 



in cabin 



Miaa Smith, Her. D. G. Sbefflold and family, Bar. 
F. M. Chapia aod wife. Dr A K. Peak and family. 
Iter. W. F. Shaw and wire, Mr A. A Meyer, Nr. 
C. ¥. Maude, Mr. Morrie Gray, Mr. K. Coians 

Smith aud Mr. Wong Yow Chooog in cabin. Firr 
llonakoog : Mr. A. Gauat, Miaa Nellie Bdgerton. 
and Dr. J. C. Flaher in cabin ; aod 241 Chineae in 
ateomge. 

Par Brit atr. Malacca from Hongkong ;-ll Chi. 
neae in ataaraga From Bombay i Mr. J. Arthur 

in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Htrotktina-Varu for Shanghai and 
ports:— Gen. Btabel, U. S Consul, Kobe) Rar 
SherGaM. wifo and 4 obildren, hVr. Shaw and wifo, 
R t. Cbapiu aud wife, Dr. Peck, wife aad 1 obiblreo, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Eadala, Miaa B. M. Gariealon, 
Meaara. S. M. Bryan, W. llardie, A Groom, J. 
Jaque.9, W. R. laraberth. Von Torp, J Diaaet aad 
IB Japanese in eabin. 

Per jap. str. Tokio-Mam from Shanghai aad porta: 
—Mr. and Mra. Rndereald 2 infants, lira. Viola, 
Miss Titlson. Mr. L. Dorille, Mi. F. Meayerdirka, 
Mr. Pretchnnib aud l» Japaoere in cabin ( 2 Baro- 
8 Chinase, and 316 Japanese In ataerug*. 
er Brit atr. Oe—nit for Hongkong ;— Major- 
General Itonoran, wife aad terra at Mr. aad Mra. 
Broody, Asst. Com. Geiil C. E. Vanalttart, Mr. A. 
Grai.al, Dr. J C Fiahor and Mi-s N. Bdgatton ia 
cabin ; and 251 Chineae in ataaraga. 

Per Brit atr. Malacca, for Hongkong :— 6 Chinees 
and 1 Indian. 

Par Jap. atr. A'it>ato Mont from Hongkong ria 
Kobe :— Meaara. J. W. MeCerthy, J Bissett, G. Wfl. 
sou. and 3 Japanese in cabin ; 1 Chinaman aad 209 
Japanese in eteemite. 

Per Jap. etc. Totio-Mam for Shanghai and porta: — 
Mr. and lira- Ibnrg, Viaa Kellnara Meaara. Martin, 
Mun»ter, F. K. Brathy, V B.H., Klainman, L. L. Fobea, 
Maud. J. W. Bell. A. A. Mayxra. Bair, Capt Crightoa, 
6 Chineae, and 12 Japaoe-e in cabin. 

Par Jsp. atr. raJuunje-Vans from Slianghai and 
porta t— Mr. and Mra. C. Kadala, Mra. B. Kirby 
and child, ObeeaUer da Boleelaweki, Meaara. H. 
McHlregur, M. Pont, S. Wooyeda, Aruateiu, John 
Douglua, W. Guliok, and 10 Japanese in cabin ; 90 
Japanese and 4 European ateerage. For Ban Fran- 
ciaoo :— Capt Geo. .Summer, v.o.ti. For Lirarpool : — 
Mr. Alaa. Campbell. 

Per Brit str. Sinter for Shanghai:— Mrs. & M 
Brown ; and 80 Japanese for Kobe. 



Japanese in vabis. 



REPORTS. 

The American steamer City »/ Palim; repoita :— 
Left Hnnpkong Sept. Vtl. at 2.30 p.m. 8 pt Ilth 
exel angnd aiiri.nia with a Japanese ahip. Hare had 
i:gh> ca.tiwly winds aud amooth sea tho entire trip. 
Arrived at Y' koharon Sept l.'th at 8.2U a-ra. Paas* 
Hgo 5 days, 16 Lours and 10 miuutea. 

l'er Fneucli steamer Valj<\ from Honifkone: — Left 
H.nigk ng IStb inat. Kxperieneod from lloogkoug 
to a*ormo»a v.r.able nit,da and fine Ha co to Van 
Di-man Straits, freah N. E. moneoon t'.encoi to 
port moderate and flnc. 

The Hriti-h staamnr Orranie. report* : —hen San 
Franciico on 'apt l-l nt 3 p.m. To the meridian 
had moderate aud variable wrateriy wiude, thence 
to port, m .derate nr.d va- iable northerly, easterly, 
and aontherly with fine woather. At II a m. oo tho 
2li|h September commnnicated with P.M 8.8, City 
of Ptki«i, 260 miles E.N.E of Capo King, all wall. 
Arrived ia Yokohama on Sept. Slit at 7 p.m. 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 



Shoiriag Duties payable, Prices realized. Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 17 days from 

r. 1880. to the 30th September, 1880. 



for a period of fourtson day* from 



IMPORTS 
The *r tioo of the Machiga'eho in suspending all purehaaea of import*. unless under (pecial cireu 
ob*r 20th, ha* caused an entire cessation of business since that di 




inquiry VaLTvra and Victobja Lawn without business. 
WOOLLENS — The email inquiry for Buinm continue* ; all other woollen* doll. 
METALS.— Small demand, and prices weaker. 

8COA i —White lower ; Formoaa brown showB a decline of about 15 cents per picul all round, and ii weak a* quotations. 
KKKOSINK. — An upward tendency owing to firmer price* in New York. 

188 lb*. = 1 Picul. 100 DoUw* Msxioan « »11 SUrer Boos. 



COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American, 40 yd*. SO in. 14 lbs. . . . 

Print*, aaaorted, 24 ,. 80 „ 

Satin* (cotton) 

Shirting*. Qrey, S8J yd*. 89 in. 7 lb*. ... 

». S8f „ 39 ,, 81 ,. ... 

~ 8*» „ 46 „ 9 „ ... 
T. Cloth, as in. B lb* 

.» 7 ,, ... 

Turkey Bed*. 24 yd*. 80 in. 1 lb*. ... 

•> •• 84 „ SO ., 21 ,, 

M 24 „ 80 „ 2| „ 

.. -24 .. 80 .. — @31b*. 

Velvets (black) 85 „ 22 ,. 

Victoria Lawn*. 12 ., 42 , 

Cotton Italian., 85 „ 2S 

Taflachellaas, 12 „ 43 ,, 

COn ON YAEN. 

No*. 12 ... ... ... ... *.. 

- 16 




No. 8/10 

14 

.. 16 
.. 18 
.. 20 
„ 22 
.. 84 



WOOLLENS AND MIX1CKES 

, 40 yd*. 82 in... ... ... ... 

, assorted, 7 lb*. ... ... ... ... 

m ,, 6 lb*. ... ... ... ... 

m I. 6 lb*. ... ... ... ... 

Camlet Cords, 80 yd*. 82 in 

Cloth, all wool. 84 A 64 , 

„ Pilot*. 64 $ 64 „ 

., President*. 54 ft 64 „ 

„ Union, 64 ft 66 „ 

Italian Cloth. 82 in 

Lustra* and Orleans (figured). 80 yd*. 81 in. ... 

., u „ (plain), 40 (a 42 yds. 32 in. 
Mousselinos de Laine (plain A stripes). 24 yd*. 81 i 
m „ ,, (figured) 

8UGAB. 

White. Jimpah. No. 1 

,, Eluhpah, „ 2 ... ... ... ... 

» Koklah, a ... ,,, .„ ... 

,. Kungfnn, „ 4 

„. Onihpah. „ 6 

Brown, Formosa, bag* 

h „ basket* 

,, Amoy ... ... ... ... ,,. 

METALS do. 



Iron, Flat and ] 

„ Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) 

*Tg ... ... ... ... 

, ¥ Ig ... ... ... ... 



Steel, Bwediah 

Tin Plates 

.Oil .. 



DUTY Cil«ULAT*D 
IV 



0.0241 V 10 yds. 
0.0241 „ „ 



0.0241 „ „ 

00241 „ ., 
0.0241 .. .. 



0-0241 .. „ 
0.0643 „ „ 
0 0321 „ „ 



DUTY PAID. 



AT WHICH 



V PC 



1.97, 

2.25 S 2.60 

1.624 

1 1.67 ft 1.76 




1.8077 ? picul. 



0.0065 f 10 yds. 
1.6077 ^ piool. 
1.6077 ., „ 
1.6077 „ „ 

0.0966 V 10 yd*. 

I o.siu SBtsrSf la. to 

' 0.4018 CIcMtlto* MUl 

I la vtdth r l* res. 
0.0966 1> 10 yd*. 
0.0968 ., „ 
00065 .. „ 
0.0066 .. „ 



•0.3218 f pienL 



40.00 ft 44.60 
88-60 
40.50 



3U.30 




■TQssTsUli 

QOOTATIOK*. 





24.80 

26.00 

26 60 ft 28.00 

80.00 

30.00 ft 80.60 
80.00 ft 80.60 



ft 17.00 
0.40 ft 0.48 
0.40 8 0.46 



1,000 
14,600 

l.soo 
3,660 



100 
40 
76 

66 



65 

im 



0.O965 •$> picul. 
0.0966 „ „ 
0.0482 „ „ 
0.2578 „ „ 
19292 ., „ 
0.1980 „ ., 
0.2261 ^ 120 tts, 
6 7„ ad valorem. 
0.4019 ? Pkol- 



$740 




8.00 


740 




7.60 


6.60 




6.80 


6.40 




0.00 


4.90 




5.20 


■i-ai 


f« 


4J0 


4.00 


r« 


A 10 


3.50 ft 


3.70 



-*pol 



4.00 ft 6.00 

0.80 ft 1.60 

0.80 ft 0.60 

0.60 ft 0.70 

0.86 ft 0.60 

0.26 ft 0.40 

4.30 ft 4.75 

6.60 ft 6.70 

0.164 ft 0.194 

0.26 ft 0.40 



$2-70 A $2.10 



• Stock 7,000 picul*. 




Stock 670,000 

Digitized by Google 
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STAPLE EXIPOIEcLTS. 

SILK- — Our l»*t report >h da tod 14th alto. Oporation* hare been on a larger scale and mora general, for the moet part in Medium and Beat 
Hank*, and Medium Filature*: K ik in have not commanded uiu -b attention. 

Although paper money haa declined to 157 to liH yen per $100, UoMur* of Hank* ham remained firm, and scarcely any alteration can be made in 
quotation*. The lower grade* of thesj Silk* are k«pt off the market. 

Filature* hare been more freely offered, and on come kind* a reduction may be noted of $20 per picul. The finest bum, *ay 10 to 12 denier*, are 
acarce and command relatively better price*. 

staked** show little alteration in price*. 

Arrivals hare been on a free scale, and stock ha* increased, being estimated at 4,000 bale*. 

It i> difficult to estimate settlement* correctly, a* a good deal remain* in foreign godowns under advance. Probably settlement* for the period 
under renew are about 800 bales. 

KxroBT ron Sbason. 1879-80. 1880-81. 

London .. 704 Bala*. 801 1 

France and Italy 1,400 „ 973 

United State* 806 „ 1,414 



2,016 Bales. 3,187 Bale*. 

TK A.— A *teady business continued for some few day* after departure of the but French mail, pried* being fairly supported, and daily settlement* 
• fully up to average for the period of the season, but on the 26th ultimo many telegrams were received by foreign buyers announcing almost a panic 
on the New York tea market, "price* hiring fallen some 3 cent* per lb. and good* to hand almost unsaleable," made bayor* almost entirely withdraw, 
and in consequence a marked decline in price* is parcwptibl*. 

flood Medium Ut to-day rules at $21 to $23 : the loaf of intoy p*r.wU off iring is vtry gool, but thi water incline 1 to be rather dark. 
All claaae* have participated in the ilrap and prices may be quoted fully $3 per picul. all roun I lower than fi fures given in last mail i**ue. 
Supplie* come in pretty fre«iy, though many parcel* now arriving show i ark«d signs of deterioration from insufficient preparation op 
cunntij A larger proportion of duet and broken leaf is also upparent ia many parcels, ami Japan Tea* may easily lose favour in the United >tnt*t 
from this fault, which arise* from the too great cupidity of the grower* up country, tbouirli Yokohama dealer* cannot be considered a* guiltless of the 
charge of mixing inferior leaf with parcel* after their arriral from tho interior. It make* email difference where the franl is perpetrated; the fact 
remain* that if Japan Tea* continue steadily to fall off in quality, they will consequently decline in prion at the other aide, and with the improved 
preparation now apparent in China Tea*, may altogether be supplanted in the United states. 



DESCRIPTION. 



SILK:- 

Msycbkstii 1J @ 2 Hank* 
„ 3 » 

•• 9 •• 

■■■■ t i » 

Kakeda* ; Mod. to Best 
Filature* i Best to extra 
„ Medium to Good 

TEA :— 

Common 

flood Common 

Medium 

flood Medium 

Fine 

Finest 

Choice ... — 

SUNDRIES:— 

Awabl 

Beche-de-raer 



Camphor 

China Root 

Coals, Japanese 

Copper 

Cattle Flab 

flail Nuts 

Ginseng ( 70 a 80 pes. per 
(100*130 

Isinglass 

Mushroom* 

Bapeaeed Oil 

Bice 

Beawssd, Fine cut green 
„ Large green 

Sharks' Fin* 

Sulphur ... 
Tobacco, Common 

Yagatable-wax 

Wheal 



PRICES PER PICUL. 



REMARKS. 



per picul. 



$ 500 to 610 

486 to 490 

4&0 to 475 

680 to f.80 

«10 to 860 

670 to 600 



$12 00 and under per picul. 
14.00 to 16 00 „ 
17 00 to 20.00 „ 
21.01) to 23 O0 „ 
24.14) to 27 00 ,. 
28.00 to JO 00 „ 
32.00 and upward* 



$19 00 
26.00 
38 (HI 
18.60 
2 60 
640 
16.00 
12.00 
10.00 
0.87 
0.39 
19.00 
23.00 
6 25 
4.00 
2.10 
LAW 
29.00 
1.20 
t',.50 
16.00 
1.90 



to $38.00 per picul. 

to 42.00 „ 

to 40.00 ,, 

to I9 60 „ 
to 2.80 „ 
to 6.80 per ton. 

to 18.50 per picul. 
to 14.00 „ 

to 11.00 „ 

to 0.76 per catty, 
to 0.63 it 

to 29.00 per picul. 

to 42-00 „ 
to fi.90 „ 
to 4.70 „ 

to 8.40 „ 

to 3.40 h 

to 40.00 a 
to 1.50 „ 

to 9.00 ,, 

to 17.00 „ 

to 2.25 _ 



Steady. 



' Market weak and holder* ready ■oilers. 



In imall mpply. 



Quoted by the Yokohama General Chamber of Com- 



EXCMANQE. 

There has been a further ria* in sterling rate*, 4 ml. Bank bill* having been sold at 3/9Jd. and conaequently a considerable business has been done 
in Bank paper for both present and forward delivery. Of private bill* the aettleinenta have been but limited. Bate* at closing remain steady. 



On London.— Hank 4 months' right 8*. 9|d. 

da 8ight 3*. 9d 

Jg „ Credit*. .....6 months' sight 8s. 9$d. to | 

do. 4 do, . ......... .••••••4. ...... .8*. 9|d. 

* PaBU— Bank. _ Bight • «-73 

m Credit*. Gmonlbi' light 483 

" Shako, rai. — Bank Sight 71| 

Private 10 day.' sight ~....7x» 



ON HONOKOSO.— Bank Sight. $7o 

„ ,. Private 10 day*' right. par 

, San Francisco —Bank, sight 90* 

„ I'rivote 30 day*' right 93$ 

„ N«W York —Bank, Sight 90$ 

„ „ Private 30 day*' right .92 



Kinaatan, 158 per 1100. No business. Quotation official and untrustworthy. 



/Viaisd and sW.lx.'isd »y tas Jrsptiriow. W. H. Talbot wad J. B. Akouk, ai (A* "Jam Qahttr" OJU*. iY*. 70, Afons-rrrs^, roWAasM. 
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SUMMARY. 



OUR last issuo was dated 2nd instant for 
despatch per M.M. steamer Tanaii, viA 
Marseilles, since 
following mails :• 

M. M. 8. MsnsolsA, Marseilles Aug. 22 and. Oct. 6 
M. B. H. Aumula Maru, Hongkong, 

with London mail of Aug. 27 .. 11 

P.M.SJ3. City of Tokio, Saa Frisco Sept. 20 M » 1» 



And tho following have boen forwarded : — 

M. M S. Toaais, Marseilles Oct. S 

(This ves»»l sustained some slight damage in 
the gale of Srd-tUi instant, and returned, 
leaving again on the 5th.) 

O. A O. S. Qa*lit. San Francisco Oct- 9 

P. A O. S. fiuada, Hongkong , 10 



There are no movements of note in 
political circle*, the rumoured ministerial 
resignation* reported in oar Inst as probable 
not having been vorified. Tho unsettled 
state of public affairs is undoubtedly duo in 
greet messoro to financial difficulties which j 
daily increase The depreciation of paper I 
currency is now an established fact through- 
out the country ; and those people who 
formerly freely accepted end held kinsatsn 
have realised as much as they possibly oonld 
and hoard the specie so obtained. Tho ox- 
change of commodities is now conducted upon 
strict barter principles, rioe, and all other arti- 
cles of daily use and necessity, having doubled 
in price during the last eighteen months. 
The distress in the interior is considerable, 
for wsgea have not risen in proportion, or 
with equal rapidity to food and necessaries. 

As mentioned on several previous occa- 
sions, the government, directly by minis- 
terial speeches, and indirectly by means of 
a subsidised native press, lutvo endeavour- 
ed to cast the odiom of currency depreciation 
and its consequences, upon foreign trade. 
The excess of imports is declared to be 
the cause of a draiu of specie leading to 
national impoverishment, ana to tho inability 
of the government to redeem any part of 
their oarrenoy. These assertions are made 
without regard to tho palpable contradictions 
afforded by the official customs returns, and 
tbs numerous other considerations surround- 
ing foreign residence and shipping, which 
bring to the nation Urge annual sums of coin. 
A fair and eminently reasonable estimate 
made shows Japan to hare benefited by 
foreign residence and trade for twonty years, 
1880-1879, by at least 100,000.000 dollars, 
which sum has been paid to the people in 
specie. Oaring tho last fow years imports 
have increased in proportion to the exports, 
another proof of national wealth, showing the 



ability of the people to 
plus specie for useful con 
careful exi 



commodities. The 
of foreign trade revoals 



nothing that is not eminent! j advantageous to 
Japan. The government are subjected to heavy 
disbursements abroad which must be made iu 
specie. Heretofore, some portion of these 
charges has been defrayed by tho proceeds 
of rice shipments made on government 
nt, bat these operations baring bam 
nded since 1878 the whole sum subse- 
quently required had to be provided in specie. 
The national income, with the exception of 
customs duties, is collected in currency, and 
it has been the invariable practice to sell 
on the market for 



A pressure for specie, combined with over- 
issue and the large circulation of the nntional 
banks (government guaranteed paper), haa 
brought about a general distrust of paper, and 

its recovery, without tho actual redemption, 
for coin of at least 30,000,000 yen, with other 
remedial measures, is hopeless. 

The national embarrassments, by virtuo of 
the clamour raised against foreign oomineroo, 
react upon trado. Import denlera, at the in- 
stigation of govornmont, Responded all busi- 
ness for fourteen days; a compact which is still 
partially kept although the agroctl period has 
ox pi red. So far from this step having proved 
benefloial, it has demonstrated the truth of 
tho assertion that foreign trade proper does 
not affect the valoe of government currency, 
for tbo nominal quotation of exchange is the 
same now as it was when business wag 6rst 
suspended, with this difference, that there are 
no transactions in exchange of any kind. 

The native press has sought to attach 
much importance to the publio destruction of 
paper withdrawn from circulation. While 
the farcical ceremony of burning old un- 
numbered kinsatsu has been going on in 
the capital, the government, by their agent, 
the Specie Batik, have purchased about 1500 
bales of silk at market rates in specie ; paid 
for it with paper at an agreed rate of 1 75, 
and pledged it to a foreign bank for a specie 
ad v a new of 80 per cent, of its value. 

Tai action of the Machigaiabo in the 
matter of imports, and of tbo government in 
the silk transaction referred to above, has, of 
course, seriously interfered with foreign 
trade. The Mtichigaisho being an associa- 
tion paying license fees for the monopoly of 
trade with foreigners, while government 
police assist in the enforcement of its decrees, 
corporation ; its illegality is 
iable, and ita operations, as 
weU as the transactions in silk by the Specie 
Bank, arc clear breaches of tho treaties of 

The Chevalier Wttewaal de Stoetwagen, 
minister for the Netherlands, left for too 
Hague by the Gaelic on the 9th instant. 

In view of the large quantity of grain of 
last year's supply still on hand, and the fa- 
vourable promise of this year's harvest, too 
government are, it is reported, contemplating 
granting permission for the free export of 
rice and other cereals. Should this step bo 
adopted, and foreign vessels permitted, under 
conditions, to load at porta not opened 
by treaty, a considerable grain business will 
take place. The market price for rioe is, 
however, at a figure which precludes all 
exportation ; but much of this is due to the 
real appreciation of rioe which the govern- 
ment cannot prevent, and the artificial value 
affixed to currency with which the 
ment can interfere, 
treated at length in < 
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RESULT OF TWENTY YEA IIS OF 
FOREIGN COMMERCE. 



rilHE action of the imperial govern- 
I ment evinced in their tacit consent 
to the rcccat illegal notifications of tlie 
import merchants who control the trade 
of the foreign settlements in Japan: 
in the interference with the proper 
coni -ie of currency exchange ; and in 
the numerous expedients to limit iiri- 
por. ition adopted of late, points to the 
irresistible conclusion that it is their 
dei- ; ve to lead the people to lndieve that 
all the evils of a depreciated currency are 
due entirely to the effects of foreign com- 
merce, the balance of which being 
agn'nst Japan has necessitated the dis- 
bursement of all the specie possessed ba- 
ttle nation : and that the only remedy is 
to suspend the purchases of imports in 
order that foreigners may be compelled 
to pay for exports with money, instead of 
commodities ns heretofore, until the 
" balance of trade " is redressed. 

What other const ruction can lie placed 
upon the official acts of the past few 
months, taken in connection with the 
declaration mode by his excellency Iwa- 
kuiu that importation far exceeds exporta- 
tion, in consequence of which paper money 
has lost its value ? It would seem impossi- 
ble for the government to tolerate a notifi- 
cation such as that issued by the board of 
import merchants, if they had not pre- 
viously sanctioned the measure, because 
it is in flagrant violation of every treaty 
made with foreign powers ; and the only 
construction that can he placed upon the 
attempt to suspend foreign trade is that 
the government are, as they undoubtedly 
are in the matter of currency exchange, 
privj' to the illegalities complained of. 
This belief does not originate with us. It 
is commonly' held bv Japanese as well as 
by foreigners, and, deservedly or not, the 
ministers nro charged with having given 
the orders under which the import mer- 
chants are acting. Even if this bolief is 
unfounded, there can be no doubt that the 
ministers have for fourteen days tacitly 
sanctioned a gross violation of treaty 
rights, and tho question is whether the 
government have not rendered them- 
selves liable to those powers, who havo 
acquired indisputable rights that can only 
be abrogated or modified bv subsequent 
treaties to those conferring them. 

We are not disposed to permit the as- 
sert ions respecting the effect and result 
of foreign trade to pass by unchallenged. 
The figures that have been so often quoted 
merely show that the imports purchased 
by the Japanese people are paid for with 
commodities not with money; and that 
any balance is due to government im- 
portation, the full extent of which, if 
Known, would prove that so far as direct 
trade is concerned a large balance is an- 
nually paid to the nation to equalise the 
exec st of export*. In addition to these 
annual payments for actual trade, there 
are the huge sums of money disbursed by 



residents. The result, therefore, 
is the acquisition of money by the people 
to whom foreign intercourse has proved a 
substantial benefit. It would be an im- 
perfect sketch of foreign trade if we omit- 1 
ted tho consideration due to the facts that 
the import valuations are invariably in 
excess of the prices obtained for the goods 
when realised ; and that from such pro- 1 
ceeds n considerable per centage is re- 
tained by the foreign importer to meet 
the charges to which he is subjected 
for business and personal expenses. All 
tho coin thus brought into Japan is ab- 
sorbed by the people who have earned 
it ; and a large quantity is still in 
their possession, the export of specie 
being clearly traceable to the neces- 
sity under which the government la- 
bour of providing for the payment of 
foreign loans, foreign importations, and 
the numerous expenses attendant upon 
legations, consulates, &c. For some time 
a portion of these expenses was met by 
the appropriation of proceeds of rice and 
other produce sold abroad on government 
account, and on t lie suspension of those 
trading operations the necessity for the 
transmission of specie increased, hence 
the large shipments of the past two 
years. 

Perhaps no clearer evidence of tho 
benefits of foreign trade can bo adduced 
than tho improved condition of all Japan- 
ese who have participated in it. The pro- 
ducer, after satisfying his requirements for 
imported goods, has invariably had a 
balance of money left to him. He would 
not, otherwise, be satisfied with a trade 
which takes from him more than he re- 
ceives. The brokers who alone enjoy the 
monopoly of direct intercourse "with 
foreigners are all wealthy men, and an- 
xious for an extension of the very trade 
which such persons as Mr. Oodai, the 
indigo manufacturer, denounce ns highly 
injurious. 

Wc can anticipate the question that 
perusal oftheforogoing will give rise to. It 
is, — where is the money ? It is hoarded 
by the people who have acquired it. 
Before the depreciation of kinsatsu became 
so marked, successful traders were satis- 
fied to hold some portion of their 
profits in paper, but when they found 
that paper was losing its nominal 
value they came into the market 
and realised ; and the money brought 
into Japan by foreigners is in part ab- 
sorbed by traders who prefer foreign 
money to their own ; and in part acquired 
by the government, who have for years 
past steadily purchased Bpeoie on the 
market in return for paper, and exported 
it for government necessities. 

In tho common interest of foreigners 
and natives it is essential that tho cry 
about adverse foreign trade should be 
examined, and its utter groundlessness 
exposed. It is on assertion that its 
authors are unable to openly support with- 
a shadow of evidence. We have met it 
with the best of all arguments — absolute 
disproof, based upon figures the verifica- 
tion or refutation of which is a simple 
{matter. To give our opponents another 



opportunity of challenging c 
ments, we declare the result of 
years of foreign trade, that is from the 
commencement of foreign intercourse to 
the close of 1B79, to be a direct gain to 
Japan in money or its equivalent, of 
100,000,000 silver dollars. If the bare 
figures given in official returns be taken, 
there is a profit to tho country, thus : — 

Imports) 

1800- '$855,753,090 

1879) 
Exerts) 

I860- [ $327,670,215 

1879J 



Total.. 



ill 



But upon the total value of 
tho trade forei<w*r$ have 
paid to the custom house 
an average duty of 5 per 
cent 



$34,171,155 



Excess of exports $ 6,088,274 



Upon the gross trade based upon 
figures furnished by the customs to the 
British consulates in Japan, without any 
deduction for government importation, 
unsold stocks, fee, Japan, the govern- 
ment or people, or both, has certainly 
received au actual balance in money. 

Of the indirect gain to Japan from for- 
eign residence, we need say little beyond an 
imperfect enumeration of the chief items 
of expenditure in the employment of 
labour, in the conduct of trade, and for 
household purposes : the purchase of land 
and the payment of rent therefor: the 
cost of buildings: tho consumption of 
food and material of native production 
and foreign importation: the disburse- 
ments of the thousands of war and mer- 
chant ships that have visited the ports ; 
the expenditure of visitors, and generally 
the undivided expense of residence in Ja- 
pan and the conduct of business, the 
whole of which has been disbursed within 
the empire in gold and silver money. 

We are not unprepared for tho objection 
that during the past few years tho ba- 
lance of importation has been far in 
excess of tho averago shown in the busi- 
ness of twenty years. It is quite natural 
that, as the wealth of the people increases, 
the soale of importation Bhould also in- 
crease, independently of any proportionate 
increase in exportation. This is easily 
explained. Money has been accumulat- 
ing in Japan from tho bonoficial results ' 
of foreign trade. As money it is useless, 
and the resolve to turn it into commodi- 
ties is the inevitable result of its ac- 
cumulation. For some few years past 
the people of Japan have been exchang- 
ing money for commodities ; they have 
exported their superfluous and other- 
wise useless specie in exchange for 
useful and necessary imports, without 
any diminution of wealth because the 
sources from which the money was 
derived continue the supply on an 
enlarged scale. Perhaps somo oppo- 
nents of liberty of action may aver, 
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that the money earned by the people 
should have been lent to the state, or 
exclmnged for government currency. Such 
action would have been extremely patrio- 
tic, but, unfortunately, tho Japanese 
people do not see it in that light ; they 
prefer value for their money, and no 
longer confide in government promises to 

pay- 

Wo shall now abandon this subject 
until some competent person has en- 
deavoured to show that our assumptions 
are erroneous, or until some Umd Jidr 
doubts are expressed. The object has been 
to defend foreign commerce from the 
aspersions cast upon it, and to prove 
the groundless character of the false- 
hood which has lieen circulated for 
the purpose of diverting tho attention of 
tho peoplo from the true causes of finan- 
cial embarrassment and national distress, 
and not with any honest though mistaken 
motive of showing them that foreign com- 
merce ia disadvantageous to their private 
interests. — Oct. 2. 



TUB BRITISH FLEET IN CHINA 
WATERS. 



w 



prise an article in the Hongkong 
Daily Prett of September 24th last, com- 
menting upon the strictures which have 
lately been made by the China and Japan 
press upon the condition of the British 
fleet in these waters. The article is 
written with an unwarrantable tone of 
Buperior knowledge : it is couched in 
terms of the worst possible taste, frequent- 
ly bordering upon offensive vulgarity ; 
and its assumptions are, in nearly every 
case, utterly incorrect. 

The writer of the article — who has 
l>een hoaxed — praises the flagship Iron 
Duke, exculpates Admiral Cooth, gives 
8ir E. J. Reed a certificate of character, 
and flippantly heaps contempt npon the 
opinions of all other journalists who have 
ventured to deal with the discreditable 
state of her Majesty's naval forces forming 
the China fleet. We may ignore the 
impertinences of our contemporary, and 
deal at once with its assertions. On one 
point, namely, the ability of tho Hong- 
kong dockyard to patch up the Iron Duke 
after her second mishap during her pre- 
sent commission, there is no necessity to 
differ ; but upon most of the other sub- 
jects dealt with, knowing what we have 
written, we intend to join issue. 

In the first part of the article the Iron 
Duke, whose demerits we do not wish 
further to discuss, has strength attributed 
to her that she does not possess. The 
1 laity Prett speaks of ten inches of 
armour, whereas tho vessel has but a few 
plates of eight inches, and the rest Of her 
armour is but six inches. At the ends 
the plates are thinner. With this prelim- 
inary ei-ror before us. the censure 
addressed to the China Mail and other 
papers for daring to " offer opinions upon 
" subjects concerning which they are 
" totally ignorant," savours, we think, of 
presumption. 
In the same paragraph the North China 



Daily Newt is taken to task for its 
justifiable strictures on Admiral Coote'b 
temerity, which, but for the accidents of a 
change of wind and ensuing nigh tide, 
would have cost the British government 
tho loss of an ironclad, a vessel though i 
never very good and now obsolete, would 
have been equal to serve on coastguard 
service for some years. We know of no 
reasons why the navigation and move- 
ment of ships of war should be exempt 
from the criticism to which merchant 
vessels are subjected ; and we are quite 
in accord with tho North China Daily 
Nnct becauso it iB not the function of a 
heavy flagship, drawing '25 or 2(» feet of 
water, to make a seemingly purposeless 
ramble in a desolate, and only partially 
if at all surveyed, region where the 
island of Okushiri-sima is situate. With- 
out any intention to prejudge tho case, 
we have no hesitation in repeating 
that if the exploration of the coast of 
Yesso was the object of the cruise, n much 
smaller vessel than the Iron Duke should 
have been chosen. What insurance com- 
any, we may ask in all sincerity, would 
ave covered a merchant vessel like the 
Iron I hike, or say tho Oceanic, for a cruise 
on the west coast of Yezo ? And if men 
of business hesitate to accept the risk, 
why should her Majesty's ships incur it 
and still be free from reasonable and 
moderate comment ? The whole of the 
west coast of Japan, particularly north 
of tho 40th degree, iB Known to abound 
with dangers, not the least of which 
are the impenetrable fogs that, in the 
opinion of an experienced navigator, 
" are the scourge of this coast duriug the 
summer."* 

The Iron Duke had unfortunately been 
ashore before the last accident ; with what 
effect can lie seen by any one who regards 
the gentle hump amidships, and graceful 
droop towards the bow ; and while the ship 
is in such condition any repairs done to 
her cannot be regarded in any other light 
than as mere patchwork. 

After some irrelevant allusions to 
the brave men who have perished, 
but whose lives might have been saved 
had a more rigid system of inspec- 
tion prevailed over the class of vessel- 
allowed to go to sea, tho Daily Prett 
makes a direct attack upon us for call- 
ing attention to the unfitness of H.M.S. 
Vigilant, for a voyage in the beginning of 
the storm v season. Quoting a paragraph 
from the Japan Gazette of August 11th, 
ihe'Jiaily Prett adds, " If this is not a piece 
" of impertinence, we would like to know 
"what it is." Our coutomporary will 
probably be surprised to learn that the 
seaworthiness of the Vigilant was not 
decided upon by the writer of the para- 
graph in which the state of the vessel 
is set forth. Before we hazarded any 
opinion on the matter several trustworthy 
authorities were consulted, one of whom 
holds a semi-public position of much mari- 
time importance in this port. Reference to 
the last named authority left no possible 
doubt as to the unscaworthy state of the 
Vigilant. ' If she were a merchant ship ' 
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our informant said, 'she would not be 
' permitted to go to soa in her presen t 
' condition or until after the summer. 
' season, say the middle of October 
' She can only use oue paddle ; that 
' is, she is partially disabled and 
' utterly unfit to encounter the sea and 
' wind likely to prevail in northern 
' Chinese waters at this season." In 
calling attention to this we performed a 
public duty ; and we now re-assert un- 
hesitatingly that had tho Vigilant been a 
merchant steamer action could have been 
taken to prevent her leaving the port, 
or, at all events, an investigation 
would have been mode to put an end to 
suspicions about her condition. If 
Admiral Cootb had been the first sea- 
man of any age we should have expressed 
the same opinion ; and it is impossible to 
avoid the reflection that, if any accident 
had happened to the Vigilant following 
the Eurydict; and Aialanta, Admiral Coote 
would have been in a distressing posi- 
tion. We were not, however, singular in 
our views about this vessel. When the 
intention to send the Vigilant to sea was 
known, all the English papers herepro- 
tested simultaneously, aud more vigorous- 
ly, if possible, than we did. The Japan 
Herald of August 11th condemned the 
proposed despatch of the ship in strong 
terms, of which we extract the follow- 
ing :— 

A rnraoox was corront yesterday which, 
at first. Boomed too improbable to tie bclicred, 
bat which we are (uunred is true. Wnalludo 
to tho fact that II. M. S. Vi.jilant is to ho 
sent to sen in tlio middle of the typhoon 
season, crippled as sho is and only able to 
use ono paddle. . . . Were she a mer- 
chant stcntnor the officials acting for tho 
Board of Trado here, won Id take rory good 
oare that she never left this harbour nntil 
alio had been properly repaired. Tho 
Vi'jilant lias, notoriouidy. lx»on lying here for 
somo time disabled, and a small gunboat 
had to coino np to take op the admiral's 
mails to Hakodate. . . . Wo rount there- 
fore prot«*t against tho rink of both life and 
prnporty incurred in sending tho Vigilant 
away at present. . . . Wo trust that 
lioth in the mirvico papers at home, ami in 
Parliament, an enqniry will bo mado into 
- reason* for ordering her away. Ono 
nred of, that ahonld any 
those responsible will, in 
t temper of tho English people 
tho Malaga, Ac, he called to 
heavy account. 

The Jajmn Mail, merely hoped that a 
report so startling was untrue. Is all this 
mere impertinence, or the expression of a 
just indignation that a vessel unfit for sea 
should be despatched to a port in China 
during the typhoon season ? Our con- 
temporary should remember that tho 
officers and men on board vessels of war 
have no power to question any orders 
given them ; and if it were not * for the 
press, the conductors, of which have no 
regard for Admiral A or Commodore 15, 
except as oflicers entrusted with the 
discharge of a public duty, many risks 
would be unnecessarily encountered, many 
lives of good and useful men wasted, and the 
true causes be for ever bidden behind tho 
ponsible veil of secrecy. We merely 
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refer to oar contemporary's assertion that 
Admiral Coote is not likely to bo in- 
fluenced by such paragraphs as that 
which appeared in our issue of August 
11th, for the purpose of saying that in 
such matters Admiral Coote will be 
guided by his own judgment ; but we have 
yet to learn that Admiral Coote, or any- 
other officer in her Majesty's service, is 
superior to tho influence of public opinion, 
of which the press is but the mirror and 
exponent. 

We would gladly have avoided reference 
to Sir E. J. Rred. lie who thinks of the 
vast expenditure and the small returns 
upon and from Sir E. J. Reed's -works, 
will say with Akthcb Clouoii, "my heart 
waxes hot within me." We are not in- 
clined to discuss with the Daily I'm* 
whether Sir E. J. Reed is or is not " tho 
" first naval constructor living," for wo 
assume, with deference, that our contem- 
porary is not competent to decide upon 
tho claims of Laxo, Rubskix, Ash, Watts 
or Babnaby, or of the two Frenchmen who 
are, perhaps, the masters of their craft : 
the head of the Forges et Chant iers, and 
the chief draughtsman of the French navy. 
Sir E. J. Reeds work is before tho world. 
The latest addition to our ironclad fleet 
is the Nf-ptnne, formerly known as the In- 
(tependtneia, constructed by Mr. Reed for 
tho Brazilian government and subsequent- 
ly purchased by the English government. 
This example of the work of the " first 
" naval constructor living " is described 
in the Saturday Jteriew of May '29th last, 
and we beg our contemporary to refer to 
that authority for the original cost, 
subsequent repairs, time wasted, and the 
results of tho trials which have been 
made, before accusing us of dealing 
unjustly with a gentleman of Sir E. J. 
Reed's undoubted qualifications. 

Wo can assure the Daily Pre**, as it so 
pointedly asks the question, that our 
opinions are the " genuine expression 
" of a calm judgment based upon know- 
" ledge of the subject treated." And in 
turn we will take the liberty of suggesting 
to our contemporary that the defence of 
a bad cause can only provoko more 
damaging proof in support of past attacks, 
and that, when writing from the dicta- 
tion of an angry naval officer, it will 
find it the wiser and certainly the .more 
courteous plan to abstain from tho use of' 
language that must provoke either con- 
tempt or censure, and in tho end, finally 
preclude reply.— Oct. 9. 



THE DOYRKI SHOKWAI. 

THE speech delivered by Mr. Asafuu 
Yeiji at the opening of the new trodiug 
company styled tho iioyeki Shokwai, in a 
fair illustration of the views and opinions 
entertained by tho average native on the 
auliject of foreign Inula. The prevailing im- 
prcsaion on the unod nested Japaneso mind ia, 
that all commerce ia carried on for the 
aolo benefit of those foreigners, who, ao to aay, 
invade tho country, livo luxuriously and 
expensively at the cost of the people, 
and, having enjoyed t hen»'.il ves thoroughly 
ur of yuan), eveutually return to 



the apoil of unhappy Japan. If there wore any 
truth in tho assertions with which Mr. Asa- 
rt'Kl amnsod his aadienco, wo shoald, in our 
own interest*, recall to mind the old pioverb 
which declares silence to bo golden ; but we 
know that trade and residence in Japan have 
been maintained at the cost of foreigners 
and to tho bonofit of Japanese, tho oxact 
converse of the proposition stated by Mr. 
Asavcki. 

There can be no reason why a Japanese 
oompany or individual merchant should not 
trade directly with any part of tho world. 
Foreign residents, instead of placing obstacles 
in the way, will be too glad to render every 
assistance in their power to further such 
enterprises; and it would have been more 
appropriate to the occasion and gratifying 
to his hearers, if Mr. Asafdxt had avoided 
silly and incorrect allusions to foreigners' 
trade and ita results, and oon6ned his speech 
to proving or demonstrating how tho oom- 
pany 'a operations woro to be nvido profitable 
to the members. 

It. may surprise such men as Mr. Asafcsi 
to learn that foreign moi-chanta in Japan 
furnish the capital without which no trade 
whatever could be carried on. Their pre- 
sence enables the producer to dispose of his 
commodities on the spot for ready money, 
free from tho hazards of realisation in 
diaia nt porta ; and tho consumer is in 
a position to supply his wanta in well 
stockod markets, where competition too often 
lowers the prices to figures lens than cost 
with all necessary charges of transport to Ja- 
pan. So soon as the Boyuki Shokwai ia in a 
position to command credits, to be in con- 
stant communication with experienced and 
trustworthy agents in tho great commercial 
cities of the world, and is 'sufficiently versed 
in the complex conditions of foroign com- 
merce in its broad sonse, then it mny, possi- 
bly with advantage, assume those risks inse- 
parable from the business carried oqt by 
foroign residents in Japan. 

It may bo disagreeable to some Japanese 
to be informed, as it certainly is for us to 
have to inform them, that when tho mer- 
chants of this country have acquired the 
necessary experience, reputation, and in- 
fluence, in other words, whon their com- 
mercial standing is on a par with that of 
foreign merchants, the distinctions now 
existing will disappear; but until then orders 
for good* to bo purchased on behalf of 
the senders, and advices for purchases on 
account of the shipper*, will continue to be 
sont to foreign house* in Japan. 

This, of course, will not interfere with 
direct shipments of Japanese produco ; 
but if such shipments are raado the 
shippers will have to run the risk of the 
markets, and to await the realisation of tho 
goods before receiving money, unless arrange- 
ments are mndo for advances bore by foreign 
under foroign credits, 




vhen 



will cease to Im purely Japanese, 
le the mixed character it now 



rely 



the 



Mr. Asa>oxi may, 
support of merohan 
who, if dealing directly with the producer, 
may obtain shipments free of the commission 
paid to the foreign intermediary. Ho will 
bo disappointed. Why ? Because most 
Japanese regard trade, whether on a large 
or small aeale, as so much trickery or 
roguery ; and the majority of them oan no 
more deal honestly with principal* abroad, 
than they can with foreigners here. It is as 
well these foots should be known, in order 
that reform may be made, but we hare 



abundant evidence every day that the average 
Japanese trader will endanger an entire 
branch of trade for the sake of some petty 
advantage accruing from trickery, or to use) 
a mild torm, sharp practice. If Mr. AsarUKf 
is in doubt about tho justice of this com- 
mentary, let hint apply to any experienood 
silk inspector and tea shipper for their 
opinions, and osoortaiu from them what 
prospects there are of a silk merchant in 
Prance or Rnglaud entrusting a Japanese 
house with the execution of an order for a 
particular quality of silk, or a too merchant 
in tho United States, for tea 

We have frequently expressed a warm 
desire to see native Japanese enterprise 
in every possible way, and we 
overy undertaking that is 



commerce and to tax the cou 
before any good resnlU eon be 
from native direct trade, the 
tion laws must bo reformed. If tho Boyoki 
Shokwai wishes to ship a cargo of rice from 
Akita to Canton, bow is it to be done ? By 
Mixta Bishi steamer ? Impossible, for the 
freight wonld prevent any chance of profit. 
By chartered foreign vessel ? Equally 
impossible, for only government companies 
can send such ships to unopened porta. By 
private Japanese vessel, or vessels belonging 
to tho company, still more impossible ; for if 
tho government suspected the business to be 
Incrativo to the company some official, armed 
with government advances, would instantly 
compete and drivo the Boyoki Shokwai out 
of tho field. 

The anxiety for direct intercourse with 
foreign countries is, to a great extent, ex- 
cusable. The flourishing monopolists who 
have acquired the solo right of dealing with 
foreign merchant*, offoctually prevent all 
communication of the people with the latter, 
except by the intervention of tho monopolists, 
tho conseqnenco being that tho producer : 
receives less for his produce than tho foreign 
exporter pays for it, and the consumer pays 
mora than the foreign importer receive* ; the 
differences being the heavy taxation levied 
upon trade by the saitori forming tho Mochi- 
gaisho. 

When these, and kindred abuses are swept 
away ; when tho Japauose people are freed 
from official interference, and permitted to 
carry on their business as seems best to their 
own judgment, thon such companies as the 
Boyoki Shokwai will be numerous and, let 
us hope, profitable to all concerned in them. 
Bat before that rauoh to be desired time 
arrives, vast changes mast be off exited in the 
commercial policy of the government, which 
confines the export trado of a nation boasting 
of thirty-fire millions of people, to a paltry 
sum of twenty-five millions of yen, or 
seventy-one sen per head of the population. 
— Oct. 2. 
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THE IIAOHIQAISHO NOTIFIOATIOX. 
P foreign 



were governed by the 
id policy as that which 
controls Japanese morchauts, they might 
easily combine to discontinue purchases of 
Japanese produce during the oontinaaucu of 
Machigaisho or government notifications « ap- 
pending the purchase of imports for a period, 
with a determination on the part of 
foreigners not to parch*** exports so Im ; a< 
tho resolution of the Michigauho remains iu 
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If »ncb a thing should happen, namely, if 
foreign merchants should be actuated by a 
spirit of retaliation, and refuso to be guided 
by tbo first principle* of commoroo which 
are, that every evil, if left alone, will find its 
own remedy; and that mataally beneficial 
intercourse of traders moat be the ultimate 
object of all commercial transactions, malgrt 
the interference of government influences. 
If, ignoring these principles, they should 
follow the example of the Japanese and 



I operations, hare the latter calculated 
fol results that would immediately 
happen to the bulk of the native population 
of Yokohama, Karafuto, Iahtkawa, Kana- 
gawa, and all tho onvirona of this settle- 
ment? Have they calculated that if all the 
hands employed in tea firing, packing, land- 
ing and shipping goods, and in foreign service 
generally, were to bo dismissed and kept 
withont employ for a month or two, how many 
families wonld be left destitute and thrown 
upon the charity of their country or made 
dependent upon the mercies of a paternal gov-, 
ernment for their daily food ? Have they con- 
sidered, if tea and silk purchaser* should com- 
bine to buy nothing except on oeeationt of emer- 
gency or neceuity, when one, or two, or three of 
their number should be nominated to fix the 
quantity and price of the purchase, how 
seriously disappointing and ruinous the result 
would be to their countrymen, tho producers 
and labourers ; and bow completely thoir 
action in suspending purchases would be 
neutralised ? Luckily, however, for the 
people, and tho native traders in the open 
ports, foreign merchant** are not guided by 
such cot-throat principles. Foreign merchants 
know well enough that it is their interest to 
assist the commerce of the country with 
which they deal to become prosperous. They 
know that unless tho country in which they 
are carrying on business is not prosperous in' 
its commercial dealing they themselves can- 
not hope to derive any benefit. They know 
it is impossible to carry on trade with an 
impoverished country, and tho ouly bopc 
they have in a successful 
trade in all its branches 
hampered by government 
guild monopolies, both of 
enrich a few individuals at 
all the rest of tbe population of a large 
country, naturally wealthy, but held down 
in a stato of cruel poverty by tbe actions of 
the privileged traders who are sacrificing tbe 
ntry'g commerce for their private ends, 
press has constantly b 
argumonta made by the 
i in favour of tho advancement 



future are that 
shonld bo un- 
interference or 
which tend to 
the expense of 




and prosperity of trade in this country, by 
saying that they are simply foreign views 
with selfish motives for foreign benefit. It is 



THE MAOHIOAISHO. 

THE Hiogo Nan, in a paragraph reprinted 
in another column, assumes the fiction 
of th<* Yokohama Machigaisho to be legal, 
and that no power can compel this associa- 
tion, or any other body of men, to purchase 
goods against their will. 

Tbe conclusion to which our contemporary 
has arrived is not justified by the facts of 
the case. The Machigaisho is an illegal 
combination of morclianU who pay to tho 
government an annual sum for tho oxcluaive 
right of trading with foreign merchants in 
Yokohama. No pe rson, not a member of the 
Machigaisho, and paying tho fees required 
for membership, is permitted to deal directly 
with foreigners. Machigaisho spies patrol 
all the approaches to the settlement ; and at 
all tbe bridges, or in their im media to vicinity, 
are to be seen Machigaisho house* of espionage. 
Tho foreign settlement being bounded on nil 
sides by water, tho guard upou the bridges 
effectually prevents tho transport of goods 
from or to the country. Persons not licensed 
by tho Machigaisho, venturing to purchase 
imports in Yokohama, find their goods stopped 
by tho police in transit from the settlement; 

and if tho owners do not then submit to tlioJ by vigorous action and energetic 
fines l>-,v ied by the Machigaisho they are put — Oct. U. 
in prison. 

That this combination ia illegal, and could 
be put an end to if nny foreign merchant 
would prefer a formal complaint to his mi- 
nister, and particularly so if the chamber of 
commerce would dual with the mutter, is cer- 
tain. The Kiito Arataino Kwaisha, no insti- 
tution of a somewhat similar character to tho 
Machigaisho, though its interference with 
trade was far less marked and injurious, was 
objected to by the chamber of commerce, the 
chairman addressing Sir Hitter Pahxkb on 

November 6th, and receiving a reply, toge- other produce ruado by tho government, or 
ther with tho copy of a government notifi.cn 
tion, on the 31st December following 
this reply the foreign ministers distinctly 
declared the operations of the Kiito Arntamo 
Kwaisha to bo illegitimate, and announced 
thoir resolution t 

trade from similar interference in futu 
The notification, signed by tho ex-finance 
minister Ostuma, explicitly state* that any 
person may " freely enter into dealing* with 
" natives and foreigners whether he belong 
to a guild or not. Further, no obstacles being able to buy the prnduco of Japan 



matter, and become responsible for the act* 
of their subordinates. 

Tho Hiogo Newt may ask why, if tbe facta 
are as we havo stated them, the oha>mber of 
oommerce does not move ? This is a question 
overy person in Yokohama is asking his 
neighbour. That tho suspension of business 
consequent upon tho combination is within 
the cognizance of the ohamber, we know, 
because it is referred to, ambiguously, in the 
Inst circular issued : but tho puinfol truth is, 
that the chamber, having lost its representa- 
tive character, lias sunk into an incompre- 
hensible apathy which precludes auy hope of 
its intervention in the interests of oommerce. 

That tho suspension of purchase* is an 
absurdity containing it* own remedy we ad- 
mit ; and that it is useless as n chock upon 
tho downward movement of paper currency, 
is proved by results. But the principle upon 
which such a combination only can rest is 
an illegal and unjustifiable broach of treaty 
stipulations, an offence from participation in 
which the government are not free. 

Foolish experiments in political economy 
may usually be paaaod by with contempt, but 
when such experiments nre made, improperly 
and illegally, at tho ex|X.-nKu of the foreign 
community they should be summarily checked 



GOVERNMENT EXPOItTA TION. 
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K remarked recently that it is im- 
|ioa*iblo for private persons to oom- 
Ith this government in the export of 
mmodity, particularly grain which 
afford auy but actually, strictly ne- 
charges, but wo did not then raoutiou 
the strongest point in favour of the argumeut, 
which is, that in all shipments of grain or 



by government ngontM, tho original first cost 
In (*to the government ia practically nothing, 
because tho produce ia bought with paper, or 
government promissory notes, which the 
government do uot redeem, or indeed have 
free foreign and native any hope of being able to redeem. No other 
person but tho government can buy any of 
the produce of this country for nothing, but 
must pay for it either in specie, or in paper 
which has cost specie to procure. Tho gov- 
ernment, therefore, nro in tho position of 



" are to bo offered to the dealings of persons 
" not belonging to a guild in respect of tbo 
of their 



lo for the foreign 
in his trad 



trade with Japan 
made sufficiently 
enable the lattcc 



obtain any benefit 
unless Japanese trade 
beneficial to the native to 
to conduct it. Tho firet, therefore, who mast 
benefit is the Japanese trador ; and after him 
tho foreign morohant may hopo to enjoy 
similar advantages. 

One-aided trade never yet existed for any 
length of time ; but the action of the Machi- 
gaiBho ia a clear attempt to subordinate trad* 
proper to the objoct* of those who are 
responsible for the dead-lock in national 
affairs, and for embarrassment they vainly 
seek to throw upon foreign commerce which, 
contrary to nil the falsehoods that have bee* 
uttered and written about it, has been, and) | 
■till is, in every sense highly beneficial ty 
Japan,— Sept. 80. i 



twvo tueso cnarges, 
the government in 

hid. the produce is 
a direct loss to 



for nothing, and tho only expenses they have 
to bear nro those of freight, packing, in- 
surance, and commissions for shipping and 
sale. Anything resulting to the benefit of 
tho shipment*, over and abovo these charges, 
is nn absolute profit to 
specie at the port in which 
sold ; and this profit 

tho people because, of tbe largo shipments 
hitherto madu by the government, no re- 
turns havo been accounted for to tho nation. 

As produce costs tho government original- 
ly nothing, the government can afford to and 
do pay heavier charges for its export and 
ultimate snlo than would bo paid by private 
individuals who are experienced in com- 
mercial transactions ; and the excess of such 
charges oro therefore, by tbo same reasoning, 
also a loss to tbe people, in addition to the 
loss of tho original cost of tho produce. 
In the recent transaction* in silk by tho 
Dunk, notwithstanding the Japn- 
Ik traders at this port, without 
exception, denounced the operations as 



" port." The Machigaisho is a eld 
poration, limiting its membership, and 
ing all the powers of tho defunct Kiito 
Aratame Kwnishn; and arrogating tho illegal 
power of interference with persons desirous 
of trading directly with foreigner*. The go- 
notification alluded to state* that 
are to be offered to tho 
of goods to an open port; 
and this passage applies, a fortiori, to the 
transmission of goods from nn open port, 
because tho treaties specially provide tluit all 
imported good* upon which the dutios 
stipulated by the custom* have been paid, 
may be transported by tho owner* to any 
part of the ompire without the pavment of 
any tax or transit duty whatever, froth the 
notification of l)«-oeniber 18th, 1873, and tlx j 
stipulation* of the treaties are disregarded, [ Spocie 
in fact, opouly dotted, by tho Machigaisho ; | ncse 
and if the Machigaisho can invoke the 

aid of the police to enforce it* illegal im- j government operations, there arc some now 
positions upon traders aud their goods, the who say tlutt tho silk itself is on account 
government are directly concerned in the j of some wealthy merchant in the interior, 
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although they acknowledge that the specie 
which ho* been Advanced against this silk 
has been absorbed by the Specie Bank, or, 
in otlier word*, by the government, who aro 
principal shnroholdets, if not sole proprietors, 
of that bank. 

Tho results of this operation, whatever 
irrelevant matter ia attempted to bo mixed 
op with it, have been, without doubt, the 
purchase of silk at a high cost with paper 
-advanced by tho government, and an im- 
mediate conversion of this silk into specie ; 
and it matter* not one iota, bo far aa this 
transaction U concerned, whose namo is 
montioned as the person responsible for tho 
outturn of the purchase, because tho govern- 
ment's paper was put into the silk trado 

" paper ; 
vith- 
the 



which aadty wanted spocio instead of paper 
and the specio it produced has been with 
held from the trade and absorbed by th 
fforomraent bank or the government them 



Wo mentioned a little time ago that ono of 
i of the depreciation of pa|»or enr- 
i the absolute want of confidence in 
by tho wealtliy capitalists of tho interior, 
who take every opportunity of purchasing 
silver coin for tho purpose of hoarding, there- 
by withdrawing it from circulation ; and we 
must now point out in addition thereto, thnt 
operations such as tlio government undertake 
in their large export trade not only assist tin- 
depreciation of paper, lut aro actually the 
primary causes of tho posit ivo distrust of the 
people in the currency. 

Suoh operations as theno, depriving the 
people of the just returns to which they aro 
entitled for their produce, completely upset 
the theory of tho balance of trade. Kvury gov- 
ernment export operation has adoublu effect of 
evil : it doprivos the country of specie which 
its produce ought to bring into circulation, 
and increases the supply of paper and the 
relative greater depreciation of the whole 
issue. Trade propor, of itaelf, does not 
influence paper money at all ; what does 
influence ita depreciation is ovor-issue, and 
absorption of its equivalent specie value by 
the government. — Oct. 14. 
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which is carried nut 
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a new suippinq coup any. 

THE Nichi Niehi Shiubuu, quoting from 
the Keisai Zatshi, slates that a new com- 
pany has ln'i'ii formed to engage in tin- 
coast trade, ami to cuter into competition 
with tho Mitsu liislii Company, the Utter 
being the only native or other company 
empowered to conduct tho coast trade of the 
entire empire Hitherto, our contemporary 
says, tho Mitsu Bishi Company has enjnyod 
the absolute monopoly of the coast traffic, 
but tho high freights demanded have created 
great dissatisfaction among the merchants of 
thu north, and the latter wero themselves 
contemplating the establishment of a line 
of sailing vessels when Mr. Masuda, the 
enterprising manager of the Mitsui Bussan 
Kwaisba, stepped in and raised a fund 
suthcicnt to purchaso tun sailing vessels to 
fnria the nucleus of the company to carry on 
the Hokkaido trade. 

If the Hokkaido merchants have their own 
interests at heart they will not be disinsyed 
by tho arrival upon the scene of a person 
who aUo enjoys, though not upon equal tonus 
with tho Mitan Diahi Company, o icial sup- 
port aud eucouragumcnt, nor bo prevented 
from carrying out their first intentions to 
found a company of thuir own. So long as 
the rivalry of tin- Mitau Bishi Company 
and Mitsui Bus»an Kwaisha 
thuro may bo low freight*; but 



monopoly havo been too long enjoyed by thu 
Mitsu Bishi Company Tor its energetic and 
olenr-booded proprietor to jwrmit any inva- 
sion of his privileges ; aud if there is any 
trado on the Yeso coast worth doing the 
new company will have no chance of 
success. This is a matter well worth 
the attention of tho Hokkaido merchants. 
Cheap freights induced by competition iaay 
for a time lull them into a sonso of false 
security, and lend to increased production 
of the commodities for which a ready sale 
can always bo had, provided the cost of 
transport is moderate. With large supplies 
awaiting carriage, the merchants will sudden- 
ly Hud the opposing company's sailing vessels 
have all been purchased by tho Mitsu Bishi 
Company, mid the rates of freight, without 
a day's notice, doubled or even troblud. 

To evade a contingency of this sort, 
a lino of vessels owned by tho merchants 
themselves should be f irmed, fur against 
that the competition of the great mono- 
polist, fatal to all other enterprises, would bo 
powerless. Tho ruins of freight would bo 
regulated by the expenses of working tho 
now line, and if tho Mitan Bishi Company is 
willing to carry for less tho merchants may 
lay up their vessel*, satisfied that what they 
lose in interest, lut., they gain in tho reduced 
ehurgo for carriage of their goods. Tho real 
advantage would, however, bo in the por- 
manoncy of the chock upon the government 
company. With a reserve of small but handy 
vessels ready for service whenever they could 
ho used to advantage, freight could bo, in 
great, measure, controlled ; but this cannot 
bo the caso if tho competitor who is the cause 
of a temporary rcdnotion is not interested in 
the experiment beyond tho profita to be 
derived from the working of the vessels. His 
interest can bo bought out, or the more 
powerful enemy will drive him, by repeated 
losses, to quit, the field. 

Wo hope tho Hokkaido merchant* will 
take note of tho advice we tender to thoin, 
for it is sound and well meant. The increase 
of Japanese trado is absolutely dependent 
upon greater facilities of coast tnuisjiort 
The emancipation of commerce from the 
thraldom which now surrounds it can only 
bo brought about by tho abolition of 
monopolies which are tho canker eating away 
the vitals of tho country : and that much to be 
desired event can only lie secured by re- 
solute and independent action on tho part of 
the merohanU who ought to bo the masters, 



a valuable reserve in time of emergency ; and 
the Mitsu Bishi Company is then put forward 
as the means of doing the sami thing for 
Japan. *' If the Mitau Bishi Company could 
accomplish this work it would soon be 
in a position to onoourago subordinate 
enterprises for securing and developing 
the traffic of the coast ports." Without 
isputiug the truth of this gouoral assertion 
of what tho Mitau Bishi Company might do, 
womay st*te briefly what the company ia; and 
what it has done and is doing. The i 
in tho service of the corap 
ed to an individual, who i 
al owner, by tho government, an Aliena- 
tion of state property for whieh explanations 
may some day be roquirod. Thoy aro all 
foreigu built ships, officorod and engineered by 
foroiguors, and iu no case can they be regard- 
ed as a training sohool for native mariners. 
Protected by laws whioh effectually prevent 
competition, tho Mitau Bishi Company, 
supported by government subsidies, has 
acquired a monopoly of tho coast trade of 
Japan, tho prinoiple of whioh is absolutely 
antagonistic to the enconi-agemeiit of sub- 
ordinate or any othor enterprise for develop- 
ing tho coast trade. Competition of any 
sort, though absolutely essential to the 
development of national industries, would bo 
a donlh blow to the official steamship lino ; 
aud that the nominal proprietor of the com- 
pany thoroughly understands this is shown 
by tho eagerness ho displays to defeat auy 
iudopondeut shipowner who offers to carry al 
freights lower than those charged for carriage 
by his own vessels. Oar contemporary says, 
" By .suitable, well organized, local lines of 
steamers, internal trade would be iucroasod, 
tho main steam lines would bo fed by valua- 
ble contributions, aud tho umpire would be 
greatly enriched by the improvud means of 
communication and interchange." Wo are 
glad to find the Japan Mail admitting tho 
justice of, by citing with approval, the 
essontial part of our repeated argumeuts on 
tho effect of an oxtension of the coast trade; 
but we assert, without any hesitation, that 
the privileged Mitau Bishi Company is the 
chief obstaclo to the devolopnont of local 
trade by well organised lines of steamers. 
Why should a foreign journal, knowing, aa it 
certainly does, that tho current of opinion, 
Japanese and foreigu, is eminently hostile to 
thu monopoly of tho Mitsa Bishi, seek to 
show that that company can aud may bo the 
means of benefiting Japan by creating a 
oompotitiou whioh would ovoutually be fatal 
to the company itaelf ? 
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-Oct. 9. 



It is a certainty that before any real ira- 
provomont can tako place in native commerce 
facilities must bo given to tho people to em- 
ploy tho cheapest vessels obtainable, whether 
native or foreign. If our contemporary can 
this assertion to bo incorrect, or can 
any ovidonoo to prove the beneficial in- 
of tho Mitsa Bishi Company upon the 
rco of Japan, past, present, or in the 
future, we shall be glad to make suitable 
acknowledgment. In the meantime, wo 
assert that the official monopoly of tho coast 
trade is ono of the main causes of the nation's 
present difficulties and distresses, and that 
its abolition ia an absolute condition of 
improvement. We aro content to com- 
mit tho truth and wisdom of this declara- 
tion to the judgment of time; and if all 
we hear has any foundation tho data of 
investigation into the nndne privileges 
m.ij.-ct," according to our contemporary, was possessed by the official steamship company, 
" "out merchant navy engineered land of thorough reform in the ecu 
by natives, which should be I trade, is not far distant-CW. 9. 



MRHQHANT NAVY FOR JAPAN. 



THE meaningless association of tho Mitau 
Bishi Company with tho projects of 
Li Hhnii-cu*ng for the creation of a Chinese 
merchant marine, in an article in tho Japan 
Mail of 2nd instant, was evidently done with 
thu object of puffing that valuable auxiliary 
to the trade of this country. Tho " viceroy's 
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Japanese extracts. 



ESTABLISHMENT OF A HEW TRADING CO. 



W« extract from the Tokai Ktisii Ztwthi, 
the following speech of Mr. Asafnki Yciji, 
delivered at the opening of the Boyelci 
8hiokwai (trading company). 

"Some ten -years ago, there was much ex- 
citement among Japanese and a strong desire 
to expel barbarians, for thou our country- 
men held foreignors having bine eyes and 
red beards, to bo barbarians, hot now that 
such ignorance has given way beforo the 
greater civilization of the people the word 
" Istrbarian " iB no longer applicnblo to 
foreigners. Thoy, howovor, being strangers 
differ widely from ns, io race, customs and 
interests, and therefore the same patriotic 
•pirit which animated the people so mo ten 
years ago, thongh it has assumed a diffeient 
form, has not lessonod. Iu former years the 
object of our people was to expel strangers 
by foroo of arms, but we now undertake to 
receive strangers hospitably, in order to 
compete with them in political economy and 
commerce of the country. Heretofore onr 
foreign commcrco has been transacted under 
tho sole sway of foreigners, sinco our porta 
wero opened ; tho foreigners having been 
used to import and export goods in their 
own vessels, so that Japauoso have had noth- 
ing to do with shipping. Taking such an 
activo part in commerce, foreigners seem to 
be matters of the markets, and on tho othor 
hand, our conntrymcn aro in tho situation of 
strangera and only barter their goods in tho 
markets. Accnstomed to traffic in go limited 
a sphere, our people have never thonght of 
visiting foreign countries and creating an 
extensive trade. This is tho reason why tho 
people of western countries, have tho whole 
control of the markets. Then wo can justly 
say that oar dominion has been invaded, so 
far as commercial affairs aro concerned. 
This being tho case, wo must consider how 
we can assume the control of the markets, 



" There is only one method of attaining this 
object, that is, the establishment of an ox- 
tensivo trade system by which oor merchants 
should export onr goods direct to foreign 
countries, and import their goods also direot 
into oor country. Concerning oar trades, 
men at present we mnch regret to say that 
thoy have been transacting their business in 
a mean and selfish manner, withont regard 
for the public interests ; and that often 
running great risks, they have frequently 
lost credit with foroignera, to the groat 
injury of the country , so that commerce has 
boon mnch discouraged, until it seems 
hopeless to improve it. Taking the above 
circumstances into consideration, our com- 
pany has now decided on establishing business 
relations with foreign conntrios direct, and wo 
can reasonably believe that when we thus 
take the lead in this system of trade, there 
will bo not only great profit secured in our 
bargains thus made, but also a powerful, 
though indirect, influence will be manifested 
on commerce in general. For instance, when 
our transactions hecomo extensive, and onr 
tradesmen are accnstomed to the work, tho 
absurdities which attend upon present busi- 
ness will disappear, and then many honest, 
creditable, and active merchants may bo 
expected to appear; and the day will not be 
far distant when wu can seo the Japanese 
peoplt holding tho wbols iwaj of their com. 



in their own hand*. Nor ia thia all ; 
we can inform onr workmen how they are 
to make their goods snitablo to the desire of 
foreign customers. This is very important 
for our industries. There aro many other 
advantages connected with our now system 
of trade, bnt without touching upon any of 
them, wo in conclusion will ask : how do 
foreigners in Japan live ? From whence 
comes the money to defray tho expenses of 
their living, which is very great ? We answer, 
their expenses are defrayed by tbo hard 
work of our countrymen. Moreover, they 
take back with thorn great fortuues to their 
own countries. Is there anything more 
grievous than this ? We now resolve to go 
over to foreign countries to compete with 
them in foreign commerce ; though we belong 
to those persons who were clamorous for 
"tho expulsion of barbarians," yet now, 
circumstances have changed onr views. We 
therefore request onr countrymen who aim at 
the prosperity of onr commerce, and the 
increased power of tho nation, to 
great undertaking." 



UNPRODUCTIVE LANDS. 

(From the NvJu SieM SMnbun.) 

There are many different ways which onr 
statemun think are necessary to adopt in order 
to rescue Japan from its present financia 
difficulties and to secure its prosperity, of 
which the most important are : Firstly, 
that there is tho greatest necessity for 
promoting the interests of onr manufactures 
and commerco in general ; secondly, they 
propose to make internal improvements, such 
as constructing good roads and canals in 
order to giro the greatest facility to the 
transit of oor local commerco ; thirdly, that 
the people and government should use, as 
much as possible, goods of our own manufac- 
ture in preforonce to foreign goods ; fourthly, 
that both our export and import trade must he 
encouraged, not seeking to exclnde imported 
goods, because if foreign goods aro not 
imported our oxporta must naturally decrease 
also; lastly, thoy maintain that it is ex. 
pediont to contract a new foreign loan, or 
increaso the present amount of paper money 
in circulation. But however different their 
opinions may bo on othor points, they all 
agree on one thing, that the itiU-rosta of pro. 
ducers and manufacturers in Japan must 
bo carcfnlly looked after. One person can- 
not bo a farmer and a manufacturer of all 
kinds of .articles at tho same tirno. With 
a nation tho ease is just the same as with an 
individnal. It is easily seen that a country 
cannot make for itself all the goods which 
aro produced in foreign conntrios. This 
being the case, it will be well for Japanese 
to confine themselves to raising products 
suitable for their soil and to manufacture 
goods with which thoy nro acquainted. The 
splr-re of agriculture, in general, is very 
wide, including cultivation of rice, wheat, 
nil other kinds of cereals, vegetables, and 
fruit tree*, rearing of silkworms, and so 
on. Therefore if agriculture in this country 
is carried on to its highest dogree, its natural 
resources will bo wholly developed, and finan- 
cial affairs will improve and there will be 
greater general prosperity. Being aware of 
these things tho people have begnn to pny 
great attention to the cultivation of the waste 
lands in which Japan abounds. There are j 
many large tracts of country which are alto- I 
gather given up to grass, in the eastern parts 
of tbs country, excluding Hokkai-do, where J 



a muoh larger quantity of land is lying waste 
than is under cultivation ; and any traveller 
through the province* will meet with many 
large tracts of land, some ton W square which 
aro allowed to rnn to waste, and smaller tracts 
innumerable. Morever, tlkcse waste lands are 
not inferior in quality to othor parte of the 
country. Tho fact that so large an area of 
soil has boon given np to waste, proves that 
those provinces are very thinly populated. 
The famine which occurcd during Tenmei 



Tenpo (several years ago) dispersed a 
great number of tho people there to th? 




io 

productive ever since. This being t 
if shisoku or others, living in provinces where 
tho population is dense and where thoy aro 
nnablo to get land to cultivate, will immigrate 
to those provinoe* whore land is plentiful, it 
will be advantageous to them and to the oonn- 
try. Wo aro informed that shisoku in Iwate- 
ken have immigrated to the above provinces, 
to cultivate waste lands there and have formed 
a company named Kaikosha. And at pre- 
sent more than one hundred families have 
settled at An-seki-gori in Iwnshiro. It is said 
they expect that 200,000 koku of rice will be 
raised in these great tracts of waste soil, 
respectively named Tai-mon-ga-luvra, Dan- 
no-hara, and Kurumc, when they are all 
brought under cnltivation. 

How honorable are tho shisoku who Itava 
taken tho load in so important an enterprise ? 
Thoir success will be of great advantage to 
the country. 



Reports. 



THK AMATEUR PERFORMANCE. 

Wl were pleased to see a large audience at 
the Gaiety Theatre last evening, when the 
Amateur Dramatie Association opened its first 
campaign. Immediately on tho dissolution of 
tho old corps it was rumonred that a new 
society wss in process of formation u under able 
management," and we are glad to say that the 
first appearance was a most decided and un- 
qualified success. Tho theatre ha* been taste- 
fully ornamented with evergreen decorations, 
plants, flowers, etc., in addition to which the 
line bund of (lie Kidmond, stationed in tho 
open space next the theatre, performed a choice 
selection of music by way of overture and ' 
entr'acttl. 

Tho pieces performed w«re a couple of well- 
known fnrees. snd we think that had thoascood 
cu played first tho tnttmhU would have been 
more satisfactory. Should this meet Ms ty« 
in itself a rapital 'farce, but coming 
ns it did alter Morton's supcrlativo SUtplechase, 
it lost much of its good effect by contrast, tho 
intrinsic merits of the one fairly killing the 
other in spite of the good acting displayed 
therein. 

The plot of tho Stttplrdttwt (which was a 
great favourite at the Adelphi for mnny years) 
is so well known that we may he excused 
for not going into details on the present 
occasion. Mr. lining ss 'ftttmnt was the life 
and iiul of the piece, and his rendering of the 
character w;is a work of art. Hia pathetic 
appeal to the head waiter of tho inn when 
he realised the fact that his only suit of 
clothes had been stolen : his despairing wtvl 
of " Moses shut up ? " his alternate bantering 
and coaxing of the supposed alderman and 
bailiff by turns; even his frrqueut stuniblo over 
bit own unwonted spun ; all Uism wero tho 
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part, and tin 



touches of genius which reveal the matter 
For oar own pert we care not how toon we 
bare the pleasure of seeing the president of the 
association in the pigskin egain. Mr. Shsnd 
Was Terr effective at Alderman HloMcoaefi, undo 
to the wife of ths scapegrace Dr. Clipper, This 
last part was well filled by Mr. Brower who 
made his mark, especially in the srene where 
out arrayed in C Upper $ riding 
llr. Whitraore made a good first ap- 
is Buszard i be sheriff's officer; Mr. 
t end Mr. fiernsrd wcro admirably got-up 
"as first and second gents ; whilo Mr. d' Almeida 
Mr. Eyton were respectively "head 
nd " boots." We must congratulate 
i especially on his rendering of the 
think that ho was much more suited 
i to that in which he last 
The ladies were also first appear- 
ances. Mr. Churchill as Mr$. Tiilums shew- 
ed intense anxiety as to the fate of her 
beloved, although seemingly a little hard upon 
him with the mighty dictum "John Anthony 
has no right to be ill." Mr. Morso played the 
port of Alrt. Clipper with great care, but we 
liked his performance better in the afterpiece. 

After rather a long interval the cur- 
tain again rote ou the " Chop and Qridiron " 
•t Croydon, the rendezvous of the rival L. L.'s 
who had both been attracted by the sdvertiso 
menfc— " Should this meet the eye " — in tho 
second column of the Times. Mr. Morse here 
appeared as the chambormaid Polly, and we 
liked his performance very much : the little 
bashful flirting with Teddy (Mr. Herbert), 
the smart alap which she gavo him as an " in- 
vigorator " instead of the tender kiss be was 
prepared for, and other little points were ex- 
ceedingly well brought out. Mr. Lorkie as 
Septimus Skinflint, Mr. Churchill as Maud, 
Mr. Bernard as the fort una to Lionel, and 
Mr. Byton as the uoforturiste ZamM-in, 
wero thoroughly up to their work. The 
burden of the pieco certainly fell upon 
the last named gentleman who. did his 
utmost to make the thing go. Whether in his 
insinuating addresses to Maud ; in his defiant 
ejaculation " I prefer my room to your com- 
pany in his* paralytic postures of self 
defence ; or in his rage at the incomprehensible 
deafness of his interlocutors, Mr. Byton fully 
maintained the reputation be baa so well earn 
ad before a Yokohama public. 

We wish the new dramatic society every 
success, sud hope that its members will not let 
os sleep for want of amusement during the 
coming season. If the association will 
perform often enough we are sure that 
actors will find no lsck of appreciative 



A scratch half mile race for Fours then took 
plaee between 

1 2 
Wheeler 



Maxwell 
Hunt 
Jeyos 
Flay fair 

Aftor a well co 
by a length, both 
trokes pur minute. 

Cics Fours.— 1 mile 



Kilby 
Wood 

tested race the former won 
•rews palling 33 and 34 
Timo 3.20. 



W. Till, 1 
W. Oordou, 2 
J. Walter, 3 
J. T. Boeg. stk. 
M. Lovell, cox. 



A. D. Uloth. bow 
T. F. Talbot, 2 
P. S. Symes, 3 
G. T. Hichmond, stk. 
J. llickctt, cox. 



Mr. Uicketl's bout went away with a trifling 
lead, rowing n latter stroke than the other. 
When half the distance waa covered, however, 
the leading boat waa collared and, after a 
tpendid contest, Mr. Bicketl's team was defeat 
cd by half a length. No. 2 in both boats 
were apparently done up towards the end of 
the race. Time, 7m. 8s. 

Cuajipios Doubls Scuijji (For caps present 
ed). — 1 mile. 

1 2 



F. V. Samuels, bow 
J. W. Whitmore, stk. 
8. D. Hepburn, cox. 



F. E. Lewis, bow 
A. H. C. Hasclwood, 
M. Lovell, cox. [stk 



This was a hollow ovent, the American crew 
going away with the lead and winning by three 
lengths with the greatest of case. Timo, 7 m. 
53J sec. 

?oum.-J mile. Kobe v. 
1 2 
Jeyes. 



8ymes. 
Hawkins. 



Pors. 



, cox. 



Wood. 
Boag. 

Litchfield. 



Won by Kobe with ease. Time, 



-, cox. 

2.44. 



©ccasional jftote*. 



but 
the 



BOATINQ. 

Th« boat races on the 11th insl. came off 
with commendable promptitude, the start for 
the first event taking place about five minutca 
after the advertised time. 

Cuaiipion Pair Oars.— 1 mile. (For cups 
presented by Yokohama chazees.) 

1 2 
J. T. Boag, bow I J. Leckie, bow 

H. C. Litchfield, atk. A.H.C. Hutclwood, atk. 
A. W.Olcnnic, cox. | M. Lovell, 



Thia race was bravely contested, Mr. 
Lovel getting away rather quicker than his 
opponent, but after the first quarter had 
been patted the other boat pulled level, and a 
very even race ensued until near the finish, 
when Mr. Litchfield put on a spurt and won 
by bull a length ui 6 m. 15 tec. 



Last Saturday (9th inst.) the meeting of the 
Tir Suisse took place as advertised. The weather 
was fair and there was a numerous attendance. 
Among those present were Admiral Kawamura, 
and General Oyumu, miniater of war. Colonel 
Murate, who bad only 7 shots to fire at 400 
yards and 8 at 500 yards, sgaiu distinguished 
himself by his superior shooting, and notwith- 
atanding the number of points, of which he was 
deprived, he managed to secure one prize. 
Messrs. Favre-Brandt, Mottu aud Beretta did 



Wi have received from San Francisco the 
first seven numbers of a new monthly magt- 
eu tilled The California*. 
In Sou Francisco there is a largo literary 
community, and, thanks to the magnificent 
public schools, there aro many young writors 
of hhig culture and talent. 

With tho exception of one remarkable paper 
— in No. 6, written by Monsieur de Lesseps — 
tho contributors to the magazine are Californians. 
Many of the articles arc racy of tho soil, and 
especially interesting as well, as original. 
There are talon of the wild life of tho miner* ; 
legouds of tho Spanish conquistadors sud 
Mexican rancheros ; archaeological records ; 
notes on tho fauna aud flora of the beautiful 
El Dorado, and stories recounting feats by 
flood and field. There are also many pretty 
verses, which show poetic feeling and refine- 
ment, but being reflexions of old world poems 
have not the force and originality of tomo of 
the prose talcs. 

Tho magazine is excellently well printed, 
and the yearly subscription, in Ssu Francisco, 
is but three dollars, so that it is within tho 
retch of all, and we recommend it to the at- 
tention of those who like sound, instructive 
aud agreeable reading matter. 

If we might make a friendly suggestion, we 
would say that The Californian would do well 
to turn its attention to the history snd life of 
the magnificent state from which it takes its 
name. Very little is known about the old 
Spanish cities of California, and there are 
evideutly writers on the staff of tho maga- 
zine competent to deal with tho history, 
which begins at the date of tho Spanish con- 
quest. The records of old California, of the 
old cities with their cathcdrola, schools, 
public works, plantations, Ac, dec, are in 
danger of being forgotten in the fevered and 
ignoblo lifo of tho present day. In the old 
towu halls, monasteries, and palaces, there 
must be a vast number of precious archives, 
whose couteuts will afford ample material for 
tome Californian successors of Irving, Preecott, 



not compete. There were 8 prizes, which were 
Ukeu in the following order. 



600 fords. 

-C. Munch 70 points 10 shots 10 shots. 



8 

8 „ 

8 .. 

8 ,. 

7 „ 
6 



P. Otriasani...06 

K. Abeffg t>4 

C. Dubois ...63 

K Grob a 

P. Douglass... CI 
Cot. Mor*ta...58 
C. S. Bland. .68 

Alter tho shooting at 500 yards wss 
Colonel Murata fired 20 shots and made 
points out of a possible lUO. At 400 yard be 
made 13 bull's eye* iu succession.— L'Echo 
rfu Japan. 



s 
•J 
•J 
•J 

7 

8 



over 

i »7 



The impedimenta of Chinese troops in mo. 
tion, is carried by porters, tlireo porter* and 
one cook being allowed to every ten soldiers 
For lighter warfare iu a well populated ooun- 
try, the 
urn 
thus 

possible, m au 



he system allows of (treat celerity of 
nent. A march of thirty miles a day is 
made practicable, and one of forty, 



We understand the government are now 
seriously considering the wisdom of facilitat- 
ing the export of surplus grain. Of the sound- 
ness of this measure, and the wisdom of adopt- 
ing it, there cau be no doubt. For three years 
this journal baa boldly and resolutely advocat- 
ed the extension of the grain trade as the true 
means for restoring financial equilibrium, and 
developing the resources of a country four- 
fifths of which is uncultivated ; and any 
rumour such aa that now mentioned encour- 
age* ns to look hopefully to tho future of 
Japan. 

in view of the excellent promise of this 
year's harvest there is little doubt of rice 
being the principal grain for export, bu', it 
will he clear to nil that tho prices demanded, 
$3.50 to $3.80 per picul, preclude all pur- 
chases by foreign morchan ts. U u less producers 
and holders are willing to accept a much 
lower figure in consideration of cash on 
delivery, they must become shippers on their 
own account, by doing which they will find 
out. what Japan rice is worth as a marketable 
commodity in large quantities in foreign 
oonntrios. By last advices from Sagon 
quotations were for cargo rice, 15 per ceut. 
paddy, in gunny bags, free on hoard ship, 
$1.47 per picul, or $3.65 per kuku of 331 lbs. 
For No. 2 milled rice alongside the vessel, the 
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At these prima, or with slight variations, 
nearly 5, CKKt, 000 piculg hove been shipped from 
Saigon to data thia year, including 22,6022 
picnla to Yokohama. 

Theso ratos will aerre aa a gnido to intend- 
ing shippers if tbo relative superiority of 
Japanese grain bo duly considered. Markets 
are wanted for quantities ; large sales and 
quick returns aro necessary to stimulate thia 
new industry, and though Great Britain and 
the Continent of Europe offer some induce- 
ments tbo demand is small, prices are uncer- 
tain, and cost of transport too high to enable 
those countries to offer any Geld for rice 
shipments in any way comparable with 
China and India. China, alone will take all 
tho available rice Japan can spare, but only 
if the prices arc in proportion to those for 
• rice obtainable from other countries, 
', wo may regard the quotations now 
ruling in tho open porta for cargoes of Japa- 
nese rice to be mere absurdities so far as 



That Japan can afford to compete with any 
rice-growing country in tho world, nil other 
conditions being equal, is evidenced by the 
statement of cost of rice production furnished 
by the Tokio chamber of commerce. The 
average cost appears to be yen 2.45 per 
koku, and the average selling price yen 
4.45, so that the producers' first profit is 
considerable. We, of course, deal with 
these prices as silver not paper rates, and 
proceed upon the assumption that if rice 
has appreciated in relation to currency silver 
bss increased in vslue in the same propor- 
tion. Further, that in view of the satis- 
factory harvests snd large surpluses, the value 
of rice for silver is unchanged. Under these 
conditions there is no reason why Jspan should 
not be s formidable competitor to Saigon, 
Rangoon, and the other eastern rice ports ; nor 
why lsrge sums of specie should not annually 
flow into this country to encourage increased 

sT^M rilveV^per koku would 



VU£. Ordinary Jspan rice 



Rics, in common with all other cereals, can. 
not support any unnecessary charges, and it is 
impossible for the government, cmbar- 
on all sides by agents, snd burdened 
with commissions, to carry on sn export busi- 
ness satisfactorily ; nevertheless, uader existing 
conditions, the government only ere competent 
to export rice, no private person being in a 
position to bear the cost of carriage from the 
producing districts to ports of shipment charg- 
ed by the government steamship company; 
while the government alone are empowered to 
charter auitable foreign vessels to load at un- 
opened ports for despatch to other countries 
This last is a special privilege from the enjoy- 
ment of which all persons not officials, or the 
egents of officials are rigidly excluded. The 
export of rice depends, therefore, upon the 
modification of the law which exclude* chnr- 



lertd foreign vessels, while permitting ;n»neAns- 
m* foreign vessels, from trading for Japanese 
purely, st any except the five treaty 



ports. 

From Saigon to Hongkong is a distance of 
about 1000 miles, and tho freight per steamer, 
quoted in the last circulars, was 14 to 15 cents 
per picul, equal to 3. p i to »7J cents per koku. 
Steamer freight from Akitato Hakodate is, or 
i reecutly, not Iris than 1.20 currency, or, at 
hango of 158, 70 dollar cents. Thus for car- 
riage irom Akita to the nearest open port where 
delivery could be made to a foreign purchaser, j 
• distils not oiceediog 120 miles, the freight J 



is double that from Saigon to Hongkong eight 
times the distance. This charge also is fully 
equsl to, if not in excess of tho freight for 
which a first class foreign steamer could be 
obtained to carry a cargo of rico from Akila 
to Canton, a distance of about 2000 miles. 

Prom three to four hundred shipping bales 
of silk have been purchased from various silk 
merchants in Yokohama for shipment to 
Europe, by tho government institution known 
its the Specie Bank. This silk was obtained in 
exchange for paper, and not for silver 
us all purchases by foreigners are, so that 
this wonderful operation, intended to improve 
papor currency, has had tho effect of inflating 
circulation, and cannot, in any sense, be be- 
neficial. 

The object of the notification of the Machi- 
gaisho suspending import purchases, and tho 
recent anxiety on the part of silk merchants to 
accept lower rates for tho bulk of their stocks, 
would seem an effort to increase the quantity 
of dollars snd decrease the paper in circulation ; 
but the action of the government just recorded 
completely neutralises the effect of that notifica- 
tion. 

In this operation tho government have to 
employ two foreign agents in this port, namely, 
tho inspector of the silk, and the shipper who 
has to carry out the correspondence with regard 
to ita sale ; and they will also have to 
pay the usual full commissions for sale in 
Europe. As a business speculation, therefore, 
it is not likely to bo profitable, but tho 
result, as in the case of former rice shipments, 
will never be divulged. As a financial transac- 
tion for the benefit of the country, it is a 
failuro at tho outset, because silk traders 
aro deprived of silver to tho full value of the 
three or four hundred bales now being shipped, 
and the currency has been increased in the 
ib me ratio, creating a proportionate 
depreciation in the value ol the whole 
A short timo ago, the nativo press warned us 
thst such sn operation might taKo place, 'but 
we regarded the warning, aa we do many others 
as without foundation, because we could 
not conceive that any government would possi- 
bly attempt to improve the value of their paper 
money by depriving trade of the silver which 
its produce ought to bring in, and throwing 
more of the depreciated paper into circulation 
in lieu of the silver. 

According to the nativo press, there are two 
millions of yen to be employed in this way. so 
a repetition of the business may be expected. 

Wo understand tho terms upon which the 
silk wss acquired by tho Specie Bank were 
the market price on specie basis, turned 
into yen at the rate of 175. Taking the 
dollar price of banka to be $400, the cur- 
rency price is equal to yen 805 per pieul. Whst 
are we to think of the'offlcial qnotations of the 
shosha for specif and currency after this P 



Tbi notification recently issued by the 
Macliigaislio is said to have been sanctioned 
by government before its puhlicstion ; and 
that the import merchants hsve since ss- 1 
sumed tho entire reponsibility of the act 
in obedience to counter instructions from the 
government. However this msy he, there can 
be no doubt that tho imporial government are 
cognizant of the action of the Machigaisho, a 
government or f'nui-gorernmcnt department 
paying license duty to the state, and that the 
neglect to adopt measures for the violation of 
the imperial proclamations referred to in aiticle 
IX ot the tariff convention of 1806, is equi- 
valent to a breach of the tnaties made ituw 



The unwarrantable interference with foreign 
commerce now wears a serious aspect. The 
condition in all the treatiea providing for un- 
restricted trade and free intercourse without 
the intervention of any government officer is 
too well known to need repetition ; but we 
may refer to the repeated promises made by 
the government of Japan to enforce that condi- 
tion. These promises are set out in the two 
first paragraphs of article DC in tho tariff con- 
vention of 1886, reading as follows :— 

" In conformity with the treaties concluded 
between Japsn and the aforesaid powers, and 
with the special arrangements made by the 
envoys of the Japanese government in their 
note to the British government of June 6th, 
1862, and in their note to the French govern- 
ment of October 6lh of the same year, all the 
restrictions on trade and intercourse between 
foreigners and Japanese alluded to in the said 
notes, have been entirely removed, and pro- 
clamations to this effect have already been 
published by the government of Japan. 

"The latter, however, do not hesitate to de- 
clare that Japanese merchants and traders of 
all classes are at liberty to trade directly, and 
without the interference of government officers, 
with foreign merchants, not only at the open 
ports of Japan, but also in all foreign coun- 
tries, Ac., &e." 

" Treaties of commerce," says General Hal- 
lock in his work ou international law, ' ' are 
those which regulate tho conditions of recipro- 
cal trade, and define and eecuro the imperfect 
rigbu and duties of commercial intercourse. 

A plain and indisputable violation of 
a treaty is, undoubtedly, a violation of tbe law 
of nations. While a treaty imposes on the 
one hand a perfect obligation, it produces on 
the other a perfect right. To violate a treaty 
is, therefore, to violate a perfect right of him 
with whom it was contracted." 

The question to be conaidercd is one serious- 
ly affecting the validity of the treaties made 
by Japan. If the government are privy to tho 
notification of the Machigaisho, a wanton breach 
of the treaty has been committed. If tbey are 
not privy thereto, they are in the position of 
consenting parties to a distinct violation of the 
imperial proclamations issued in 1862, and 
are consequently responsible for the l o s s e s and 
damages that may rise from the illegal action 
of the Machigaisho sanctioned by the imperial 
government of Japan. 

Extkbsios of trade, by encouraging export 
of grain, means that official* roust with- 
draw from a large part of their Ule- 
gitimate trading operations, and from par-, 
ticipntion in the profits of those concerns 
which tax the energy and resources of tho 
people. That such a concession should be 
made to justice and reason seems hopeless 
under the existing order of things, because, 
any increase of the people's trade means a 
corresponding restriction of monopolies aod 
diminution of private profits. 

Lest the unwarrantable invasion of trade by 
the Japanese .government through the medium 
of the Specio Bank should not be clearly 
understood, we desire to call attention to what 
this bank really is, and to show how closely 
identified it is with the government. 

The capital of this bank ia 3.000,000 yen, 
of which one-third is subscribed by the go- 
vernment and two-thirds by tho public. Tho 
aascrtion that tho puhlie, that is. non-official 
Japanrae. should subscribe 2.000,000 yen in 
specie to any national bank whatever, has olways 
■ iou; but taero arc ways 



166 



THE JAPAN GAZETTE 



of overcoming such (rifling difficulties in Japan 
and thn necessary tutu in " specie " wm ob- 
tsinsd in this manner. On Fobruury 2"th the 
government paid up 200,000 silver yen retain- 
ing 800,000 at cull; ami tho other share- 
holders paid up 400,000 yen alio in silver. 
The re.-il capital paid up is, tliereforo 6*00,000 
yen, the balance consisting of : — 

(1) A government cill fur 800,000 yon. 

(2) Government bonds payable in gold (sho- 
kiu-kosui-*ho?!io) issued to tho shareholder* hv 
tho Kokusui-Kioku in return for 1.600,000 
paper yen accepted at pir for gold. These 
bouds in turn wero deposited with tho Trea- 
sury, under the promise that tlio specie shall be 
forthcoming to the extent of 111'? viluo of tho 
bonds when require 1. Tie bonds b ar six per 
ceut. interest. 

Tna partnership of the governmont in tho 
Specie B.mk, a trading oneern. seoms clear 
from the account of the formitinn of the bank 
given above, and which was published by tho 
Mai Xichi fihinhun in Mireh lust. The tran- 
sactions of tho Specio Rank are, therefore, 
government transactions, and we regard the 
recent purch-iso of silk for kinsatsu. and the 
odvaucus received from tho loroigu bank in 
specie, to ho nothing less than deliberate 
and illegal governmental interference with 
the silk trade, equally injurious, though far 
less justifiable, than tho monopoly of tho 
rice trade which ended so disastrously for 
the national purse. Apart from the effect this 
action of tho government is calculated to have 
upon foreign trado, thore is the enormity of 
inflating tho currency in reality, while nomi- 
nally destroying redeemed paper in Tokio. 



I» an insolvent merchant were to purchase 
silk upon credit, or by giving his promissory 
notes in exchange for it, and subsequently 
but immediately nftorwards obtained specie 
advances upon it which he uses for othor 
purposes than the redemption of the promis- 
sory notes, or payment for tho silk, that mer- 
chant, according to English law, would com- 
mit a felony, and would be prosecuted and 
punished at the public expense, and for the 
public good. 

Tei public destruction of the paper money 
said to have been withdrawn from circulation 
steadily goes on within the precincts of tho 
out printing office. The following 
have been burnt :— 



Total 8,017.074.20 



As wo pointed out tho othor day the action 

of tho Spoeio Bmk U in diroct opposition to 
the evident wish of the governmont to restore 
confidence to some oxtent in kinsatsu. While 
publicly destroying piper withdrawn from 
circulation in one department, another depart- 
ment is pulling further sums on the market. 
Wc allude to the Specie Bank's recent 
lions in silk. 



Mitch weight has been given to the resolve 
of the government to perforin a public cere- 
mony, by destroying a sum of kinsatsu variously 
estimated at from seven to ten millions of yen 
of redeemed currency. Apart from the entire 
absence of tho conditions which alone could 
give to the destruction of treasury notes the 
imporlanee thn government seem, or desire, to 
attach to it, what will tho people think of the 
operation when they realise tho full force of the 
action of the government in the purchase of 
•ilk for paper, and its shipment abroad for 
realisation in specie? With one hand, the 
government destroy n quantity of '• redeemed " 
I treasury note* for the avowed purpoao of re- 
■ dueing ovor-issuo ; nnd with the other they 
| deliberately proceed tu add to tho circulation 
by using silk, which is money, as a meaus of 
exchanging kinsatsu for specie, 

Tho paper to be destroyed is already with- 
drawn from circulation ; the mora act of its 
destruction docs not affect the value of the 
sum still loft : but tho addition of even a few 
hundred thousand yen of fresh paper is an act 
that calls for tho most earnest protest. 

When rice could bo bought for paper, rice 
was sent to be realised abroad, for specie of 
which the country never received one coin, nor 
ever had the satisfaction of learning the result 
of the transactions. Rice, if obtainable for 
paper, could not be shipped away now without 
causing trouble in a country whore food is at 
famine prices, so silk has been taken in hand. 
In a short time tea will also he purchased for 
paper, and tho Specie Bank will monopolise tho 
entire export trado as the Machigaisho has 
monopolized tho import trade. 



The creation of national banks in Japan 
was a financial blunder of a serious 
character. These institutions hare been the 
means of putting into circulation a sum of 
thirty-three millions of wholly inconvertible 
paper.- They employ such capital .as they 
possess in speculations in rice and exchange, the 
majority of these concerns being more petty trad- 
ing companies, having no claim whatever to the 
title of banks. Of tho nature of their banking 



operations proper, little is known even by the 
most experienced native ; but of the facilitioa 
they afford to trader* we must judge by the 
scale of profit realised bv the First National 
Bank, as shown in the published accounts of 
that excellent institution. 

Toe unsettled weather of yesterday culminat- 
ed lust night (Oct. 3rd) in a gale such as has not 
1 Yokohama for two yonrs past. .Shortly 
after midnight it commenced to blow hard 
from E.8.E., accompanied by very heavy rain. 
Soon afterwards tho wind veered round to 
W N.W., and the barometer wont down to 
29., when the rain ceased somewhat, which was 
fortunate, as by that time the tiles on the 
house* in the Settlement nnd Bluff were fall- 
ing off. The storm was at it* height obout 2.30 
a.m., and began to lessen in violence shortly 
after 3 o'clock. The lowest reading of the 
barometer .was 28.75. To enumerate the 
damago on shore and afloat would bo too 

of the violence of the storm may be gathered 
from the following list of casualties. 

The corvette /Tcpo-A**. American ship 
Samar, German schooner* Bccht and Solid, 
British gunboat Fly, all dragged their anchors 
more or leas, the latter vessel nearly running 
lie tho Oraod Hotel. The U. &. 



7tl» October... Ten 9U.S55.80 
. 8th „ 764,331.00 
8th „ 



It would bo interesting to know what the 
object of this public destruction of old kinsatsu 

is. If the total issue of notes wero properly ments aro offored to the agricultural popula- 



All expedients having failed to restore the 
value of paper currency, tho suspension of 
purchases of imports having left it in the aamo 
state as when that measure was first tried, 
perhaps the government will turn their atten- 
tion to other and more rational means for 
protecting their credit. 

Tho trado of Japan measured by exports 
docs not increase. The greater vaiuo of last 
year's produce is deceptive, as this year's 
returns will, in all probability, show. No 
improvement can be looked for until induce- 



aaccrtaincd and certified, and positive, not 
negative, evidence afforded of tho total suspen- 
sion of new issues, tho process of public des- 
truction would have a reassuring effect. As it 
is, howevor, there is tho strongest rnoml proof 



tion to export grain and similar produce of 
which there is no limit of quantity if market* 
can be found. Increased trado means increased 
demand for money a* a moans of exchange, 
and if the exports were double:], as they soon 



that the sum declared to be the limit of tho j w° l 'M bo if greater freedom 0 f trade were 
govorumont issue is greatly understated, be- allowed, , one hundred and thirty million yen 
cause, with at least four-fifths of the amount would circulate where one hundred millions 
in the hands of tho treasury in tho form of >» " ow found to be excessive. It is unneces- 
rcservo, it is impossible for the balance to suffor 1 »» r y t0 P 0 '" 1 10 l »e effect of extended trade on 



tho depreciation indicated by its reduced pur- 
chasing power. What the people really re- 
quire is proof of the issue, to be given by a 
recall of the present notes and their substitu- 
tion by a new uumbered, aud certified paper 
currency : aud, in addition, the publication of 
an imperial notification expressly declaring 
that all addition* to the curroncy aro *triclly 
prohibited, 



currency. Next to the redemption of tho 
surplus issue, an impossihle measure so long us 
there is nothing to Tedeero it with except 
piper, the extension of trade, foreign trade, 
which his excellency Iwakura and the eminent 
manufacturer of indigo out of Salsuma potatoes, 
Uodai, have so freely deuouucod as the cause 
of financial troubles, is the surest and be*t 
remedy. 



against the wind. Mr. Helm unfortunately lost 
his steam launch and two cargo boat*, the 
steam launch belonging to tho Post Office is 
badly damaged aod the gig is at the bot- 
tom. Ooe water-boat of the Pacific Mail 
Company also succumbed to the elements, 
while the hatoba i* strewn with the debrii of 
Japanese aampana and foreign built boats, 
which were smaahod into atoms by collision 
with the largo cargo boats which got a drift 
from their mooring*. 

On shore the damage was of a more 
varied nature. Many house* on the Bluff suf- 
fered considerable injury, principally confinod 
to the roof* ; trees and fences were blown down, 
and our sporting men will have to erect a new 
Grand Stand, a* tfcc old ooe, which ha* stood 
wind and weather for so many yean, was laid 
in ruins. Many wells have fallen in, consequent 
on the great flow of watsr, and several Japa- 
nese houses have been literally turned inside 
out. The Bluff rosd this morning was carpeted 
with leaves blown from the trees. In the 
Settlement considerable damage has also been 
done. The framework of Messrs. Jardine, Ha- 
theson & Co.'s new godown is an utter wreck. 
The largo yew tree at the gate of the Eng- 
lish Church has fallen across the road and 
stopped traffic, and l be unfortunate Temperance 
Hall ha* also oome in for a share of the general 
destruction. 

In Tokio we learn that the damage has 
been pretty general. Two barrack* Wero 
blown down and it is feared that there ha* 
been loss of life among the soldiers. Tile* dur- 
ing tho heaviest part of the storm were flying 
about in all directions. The lowest reading 
of the barometer was 23.70 at 2.45. a.m. 
On lot No. 2, Foreign Concession, the famous 
Chinese rice and sugar shosba was blown down 
and Um a man of ruins, the larger portion. 
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well fitted for the baker** oven. On No. 
13, the Tokio Women's Foreign Mission 
Educational Society bnildinga, tho largest in 
Tsukiji, now being built under tho suporin- 
tondeuco of M. Bastion, were blown down 
about 3 a.m. and badly broken up, leaving 
nothing but a mass of worthless timber; and 
many of the buildings in course of construc- 
tion in several parts of tho city have been 
badly damaged and completion retarded. 



It would appear from accounts which 
have reached us from various sources, in- 
cluding our native contemporaries, that the 
gate experienced here on Sunday night 
( 3rd instant ) really nssumod the propor- 
tions of a typhoon iu Tokio, as the loss of 
life and property in the metropolis has been 
considerable. Even the window frames of the en- 
gineering college, which is one of the most sub- 
stantial buildings to be found in Tokio, were 
blown in. Seven hundred end forty-two native 
buildings, including barracks, magazines, store- 
houses and office* belonging to the government, 
were completely annihilated. Twenty-six per- 
sons were killed and eighty-five severely wound- 
ed, and it seems probablo that all casualties 
have not yet been reported. 

The MainieJii Shinbun publishes the follow- 
ing table of tho direction and velocity of the 
wind and readings of the barometer :— 



Volflcuy 

IHlVftLoa. In mile*. 

tor the 4th to 1 am. W. ... 14.6 

1 to 2 a m N. ... 22.6 

*^ •» •••■•••«•••••••••«••■■•• N. W . ... 601 

3 „ 4 „ W.N.W. ... 25.0 

^ m 5 *> W.N W. ... 25.6 

6 n 6 »> N.W, ... 14.1 

T.nu*. BMsliilkf. 

f r p.m. on tho 8rd 29.630 

0 „ *, 29.128 

12 midnight 29.167 

3 a.tn. on the 4th. 28.764 

6 » >■ 

■ f » 

Tax following observations of tho reading of 
tho barometer on Sunday night were takt 
board a German schooner in this harbour. 

Midnight Bar. 20 to Wind S. 

12.15 a.m 29.10 

12.40 , 20.03 

12.50 „ „ 2*09 

120 „ „ 2W.H7 

145 , , 2H.B2 

1-66 ii •* 28.67 

2.24 „ „ 2H.69 

*M „ 28.73 

a.00 , „ 2H.S4 

3.30 29.00 Wind N. W. 

„ 20.18 Fair, detached cloada. 

„ 20.20 ,, starlight. 

Tni rainfall in Tokio on Sunday night, bo- 
tween tho hours of twelve and throe, is report- 
ed by tho native press to havo boon 4.095 
inches, or 1.365 in. per hour. 

The M. M. Co.'s steamer Tomtit, which 
left Yokohama for Hongkong last Sun- 
day morning ( 3id instant ), returned to 
this port last night ( 5th ) about twelve 
o'clock with a disabled helm. She bad pro- 
reeded about 120 miles on her voyago to Hong- 
kong, whon, on Sunday at 11 r.M., she was 
struck by tho typhoon ; and, homincd in 
as she was by land on both sides, she hud to 
breast the full forco of the storm. Sho proceed- 
ed, nevertheless, on her voyage until yesterday 
at 10 a.m., when her helm was struck and dis- 
abled by tho sea, and the steamer in conse- 
quence put back to Yokohama. 



As the Tanait on Sunday night at 11 p.m. 
met the typhoon which reached Yokohama at 
about 2 a.m., and the Tanait was then 120 miles 
distant from Yokohama, it will bo seen that the 
typhoon travelled with a velocity of at least 
lorly miles per hour ; and the captain of 
the steamer declares it to have been the 
moat violent he ever witnessed. Unfor- 
tunately thoro was a lifo lost, as the wan 
at the wheel was washed overboard. Tho cargo 
is said to be all right, and the listing appearance 
of the steamer as she now lies in port is due to 
tho work going on at the helm. 

The storm on Sunday night did some damage 
to the telegraph lino between Yokohama and 
Odawara, and communication with Hakodate, 
Kobe and Nagasaki is interrupted. 

We havo since been informed that com- 
munication with tho above places hss been 
re-( 



Thr gale of Sunday night does not appear to 
havo caused serious damage to growing crops, 
a matter for congratulation. 

At Miyauoshitu tho rain fell in torrents from 
seven p.m. to midnight, when it abated some- 
what. The direction of the first part of the 
gale appeared to be from E.S.K., blowing in 
violent gusts which reached their maximum 
intensity at 12.40 a m. on the 4th, an aneroid 
barometer then recording 26.85, equal to about 
28.20 at sea lovel. At 12.52 the wind fall 
and an absoluto calm without any rain 
intervened, lasting until 1.20 when the wind 
changed to N.W.and blew iu tremendous squalls 
until about 2 a.m. when the barometer rose 
and the gale abated. During the lull the 
needle of an exceedingly sensitive aneroid 
barometer was visibly tremulous, but its 
reading at it* lowest point remained steady 
(20.85) from 12.40 to 1.50 a.m. when the 
chango took place. 

The rivers, as usual, were much swollen, 
and all tho bridges have boeu carried away. The 
Odawara river which was crossed on plank 
bridges at 3 p. m. on Sunday had widenod into 
two extensive and rapid streams impassable 
on Monday, and over which travellers had 
to be ferried in boats yesterday. The sub- 
stantial looking bridgo over the fianri-gawa 
is in ruins, resembling, on a small scale, the 
Tay bridge. This rivor also, must now bo 
crossed iu boats. Along tho Tokaido, se- 
veral large and ancient trees succumbed to 
the pressure of tho wind, breaking off, 
nearly all in tho ssme place, about twenty feet 
from tho ground. The growing crops show 
little signs of the storm, and if an opinion can 
be formed of tho condition of the inland 
districts by comparison with that of the low- 
lands bordering the sea and exposed to the 
south-east, tho loss suffered by farmers k is a 
mere trifle. 



A cobkrsfoxdkst from Kobe informs us that 
that place was visited by a terrible galo on tho 
night of tho 3rd, which did an immense 
amount of damage. The boat-house and gym- 
nasium were blown down, and tho fitting shop 
of Messrs. Kirby & Co.'s cngino works canted 
so badly as to throw the shafting out of 
liuo altogether. Olmo suffered considerably. 
The roofs of tho station, shops and paper 
mill wcro blowu off, and other damage too 
numerous to particularize was done by the 
gale. 

Accouxts from the provinces show that the 
recvut galo has visited the larger portion of 
Japan. At Mito a large temple was blown 
down and then caught fire, aud a pries* was 



every 



in the flames. At 
Tochiki great damage to property and many 
lives lost is reported. Tho Imidzu-gawa has 
overflown its bunks and flooded the surround- 
ing country. At tho Shimosa farm threo 
stable* were blown down, two men killed and 
three wounded, and sixty sheep killod. The 
town of Cbiba suffered severely as the sea 
broke in and swept all before it, < 
sidcrablo loss of lifo. 



Tni British iron barque Scottish /fairy was 
towed into port yesterday morning (10th inst.) 
by one of tho Yokosuka steam boats, dismasted. 
The master reports that he sailed from Kobe in 
ballast bound for Portland, U.S.A.. on Sept. 
30th at 4 p.m., with a fresh N.B. breese and 
fine weather, and every prospect of a pleasant 
aud quick voyage, which, however, was not 
destined to bo fulfilled. The following day 
the wind increased and the weather looked 
gloomy, while a heavy swell came from the 
south. Everything was made 
stitch of canvas was put on 
vessel proceeded with a fret 
The baromoter read 29.80. The 
day. Saturday. 2nd instant, the wind in^ 
creased to a strong galo with high and con- 
fused sea ; and at eight o'clock in the even- 
ing, the upper top, stay, gaff, spanker and other 
sails were reefed and everything made as tight 
as possible. Towards morning the gale moderat- 
ed and it was hoped the worst was over. On 
Saturday night there wore strong baffling 
winds and hazy weather with a high southerly 
swell ; all possible sail was set, and at noon 
the following day, Sunday, 3rd, there was 
still a hazy and confused atmosphere and 
the weather generally had an ugly ap- 
pearance. At 3 p.m. all light Mils were taken 
in as the wind continued to inorews in vio- 
lence : barometer 29.80. An hour and • half 
afterwards it wa» found noeossary to tako in 
further sail. At 6 30 p.m. sighted Brougbton 
Hock N. by W. distant twelve miles : wind 
still increasing. At 8 p.m., as there was every 
prospect of a furious galo, the foresail and jib 
were reefed. Sighted the island of Mukura 
about eight miles N.B. and sail had to bo 
made in order to clear it as tho wind was 
blowing tho vessel on it. At 10 p.m. it 
was blowiug a fresh gale with a high, con- 
fused sea. Barometer 29.70. At this time 
the lower topsail* wero set and it was deemed 
best to allow them to remain until clear 
of tho island. At half-past elevon the ship 
gave a very heavy lurch to leeward. The lea 
fore lift carried away and the fore yard turned 
end uppermost. An attempt was made to 
lower the topsails which was unsuccessful as 
thoy split and then blew right away from tho 
yurds. At midnight there were fearfully heavy 
squalls with high sea and blinding rain ; baro- 
meter 29.50. At 1 a.m. it was blowing a per- 
fect hurricane. As tho ship lay with her rails 
under water it was thought that the ballast 
hsd shifted, which an examination proved to 
bo correct. All hands were immediately sent 
below to trim ballast ; and while they were 
engaged in this operation, a violent gust 
struck tho ship, which tore away her sails 
and threw her over until her trucks were 
under water, and the ballast shifted worse 
than ever ; trying to trim it was worse thau 
useless. At 2 o'clock it became patent 
to every one on board that if they wished to 
tho save vessel and their live* their only 
chance lay in making an effort to get the ship 
upright. It was therefore decided to cut away 
the fore-mast, which was done with aa much 
celerity a* possible, and as it fell it carried 
away the jib-boom. Still the vessel lay with 
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her port side completely tnrlcr water, so much 
■o that tho cabin doors were in a horizontal 
instead of perpendicular position, and thn 
officers had to walk upm them, instead of tho 
floor of the cabin. There was nothing to Vk- 
done but to send another must overboard. 
Tho order was given to cut away the 
main-mast, and it soon foil, carrying with it the 
mizen top mis', and the main stay, lifting the 
boat which was lying on top of tho fore house 
clean over board, and tho mast falling on the 
life boat broko it in pieces. Tho ship being 
free of the main mast was sensibly relieved and 
fortunately righted sufficiently to enable the 
dock to bo cleared of tho wreckage, though her 
rails were still under water. At this time, 
which was tbe heaviost part of tho gale, tho 
barometer read 28.05. At 2.40 a.m. tho 
wind and rain moderated somewhat, the wind 
veering to the south and west. A hasty exa- 
mination of the extent of the damage was taken 
and showed the mizen most to have sprung 
by the heavy lurching and tho stays all gone. 
It was made as secure as possible and then all 
hands went to work with a will at trimming 
the ballast, the greater part of which had been 
pitched to port. By 4 o'clock the gale had 
abated considerably and the barometer rose to 
29.50. A singular phenomenon occurrci dar- 
ing tho heaviest part of tho galo. Tho mer- 
curial barometer U hung in the after part of 
the cabin and during the time it was blow- 
ing tho hardest it rose to 31.0 inches. 
Such an occurrence as this was never known 
before to any officer on board the ship. 
Daylight showed a dismal state of things. 
Every moveable article had been swept over 
board, tbe port galley doors burst in, rails 
and poop broken, a large hole smashed in 
the deck, and the ship presented the ap- 
pearance of a complote wreck. At 8 o'clock 
it became calm, though not for loug as the wind 
soon rose again. A jury mast was rigged, as 
much sail put on the vessel as possible, and 
then her head was turned towards Yokohama, 
port it was resolved to try to 
Tho vcseol laboured along tho coast 
uudor two jibs, square sail, main and mizen 
stays iils and spanker. On Saturday a stoam 
launch came alongside and was despatched to 
Yokohama for assistance ; and at 10 p.m. a 
Yokosaka steam boat arrived aud took the 
ship in tow, bringing her safoly into Yokohama 
yesterday moroiug. It will tako between 
£4,000 aud £5,000 to put the Scottish Fairy 
in as good order and condition as she was 
on she left Yokohama a few 



Mb. TJcniDA, editor of the Choi/a Shinbun, 
has been mulcted in the sum of forty yen for 
having printed something whirh has been 
considered injurious to the reputation of Mr. 
Saito Yoshinori. 

Tag following address 'has, according to 
L'Edto rft4 Japan, beeu presonlod by tho pas- 
sengers to tho Commander of the M. M. Co.'s 
•teamor MemaUh, Captain Homcry : (Transla- 
tion.) 

•' Before quitting tho Memaleh we wish to 
express to you our deep gratitude for the con- 
summate ability find courageous solicitude of 
which you did constantly give proof during 
our recent laborious and dangerous voyage. 

" Assailed since our departure from Hong- 
kong by an almost continuous gale, we lure 
seen you, without taking a moment's rest, 
battle with the hurricane and successfully 
surmount tho critical situation in which 
wo found ourselves. We have witnessed your 
anxieties aud your troubles aud with a un- 



animous feeling of admiration we hsvo noticed 
your calmness, ,a calmness that in nil the 
passengers created the most absolute confidence 
in you. . 

" Our gratitude is likewise duo to the officers 
of tho Mtnwlth. who hove shared yourlaboure, 
aud whose zeal and ability uro worthy or 
the highest praise. 

" Wo have not failed to notice the excellent 
discipline on board tho steamer undor youi 
command, and we have had striking proof of 
the same in the good service rendered in tho 
most criticitl aud most dangerous moments by 
the brave crew of tho Menzulth, 

" Therefore we thank you, Captain, and all 
the officers and crew of tho steamer MenziiUh,' 

Ik there be any spirit of emulation among 
Japanese merchants, the following facts should 
show what can bo done by an active and intelli- 
gent population in tho development and main- 
tenance of commerce. 

Tho trade returns of Japan for 1870 show 

an Import of 832,003,838 

Export of 27.372,076 



Total 



5fc.076.814 



or a triflo over $1.71 per head of a population 
of thirty-five millions of people. The Austra- 
lian colonies comprise Now South Wales, 
New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, 
Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia, the 
total population of these seven pluccs in 1877 
being only 2.503.217, or less than one person 
to oach square mile of territory. 

Tho total value of trade for 1879 was :— 

Imports $251,557,370 

Exports 223,110.520 



Prom the MM MM Shinbttn we loan that 
tbe rice Shoshas at Kabuto-rho and Kakigara- 
cho have again resumed business operations. 
It will be rememhered that they were closed 
by order of the government sometime ago, 
but the edict has now been withdrawn. Opera- 
tions on the first day woro limited to a few 
small sales, dealers declining to speculato at 
the ruling rates, which at tho markot in 
Kahuto-cho were : — 

Per koku, yen 9.1 lj... pay able 31st October. 

0.13'. ..payable 30th November. 

Transactions payable this month amounted 
to only 230 koku and for November 1,110 
koku. 740 koku were sold for cash. At tho 
Kukigara-cho raarkot tho rates were : — 

rer koku yen, 9.10 ...payable 31st October. 
„ „ 8.05 ...payable 30th November. 

Ten koku only Were sold at tho higher price 
and 1,010 at tho lower. 



Total - - 



474.007.800 



equivalent to £189.05 per head of the popula- 
tion. 

Of this large trade, imports and exports from 
and to groat Britain alone amounted to 
$201,092,705. 

This reference to Australian trade shows 
that seven colonies, with an aggregate popula- 
tion of one-fourteenth that of J ipan, enjoys 
gross commerce eight times greater. 

It is also worthy of nolo that tho " balanco 
of trade" is $28,400,000 "against" the Australa- 
sian colonics, and yet the pooplo are among 
the most prosperous in the world ! 

The MainiM Shinbun contains tho follow- 
ing :— His excellency Iwakura, U-daijin, his 
laid before tho cabinet seven documents con- 
taining his opinion about the politics of the 
country. — H. E. Okuma, privy counsellor, 
visited H. E. Iwakura's residence and had a 
private conference relating to the subject of a 
new loan. — Mr. Ogi, privy counsellor, visited 
Mr. Kuroda, head of the Kaitakushi, concern- 
ing his resignation of office, which hu has laid 
before the government. 

As Osaka journal says that in conscquenro 
of the great demand lor silver coin, tho Osaka 
mint hus lately been mroclting old fashioned 
silver money into new, to the amount of 
between 22,000 and 23.000 yen. The alleged 
unfavourable balance of trade is said to be the 
cause of this unusual activity in the smelting 
worksj; and it is regretted that this driblet 
is alto to go towards the support of that com- 
merce which the native press in its blinduess 
persist! in contending is ruinous to tut 
try. 



Thr last news published concerning the 
Russian dispute with China is, in some respects, 
not easy to understand. It is reported, that 
China wishes to " cede a province to Eussia." 
The report can hardly refer to Hi, as tbe 
cession of that ancient possession involves two 
consequences : the immediate loss of Kaahgaria 
and Dzungaria, and the loss, at a future time, 
of Mongolia. The Chinese will be loth to 
give up Hi, on account of its traditional 
importance. To give up Kashgaria will 
be an enormous sacrifice. In about thirteen 
years, dating from 1867, it is said, the Im- 
perial government has expended up 
guest of Dzungaria and Kashgarii 
mon, ond a vast amount of 
figures are not ours, but are in 
with the estimates of Chinese officials, 
golia can hardly bo referred to, as tho \ 
by Russia of the district of Urga, the < 
the second Lama, would quickly impel all the 
rest of Mongolia towards Russia, 
sian demand, as reported, refers to < 
of Manchuria, adjacent to the 
line. 'Die bordor lands are greatly 
ed by armed bands, robbers in wii 
gold miners and washers from March to the 
end of October. Frequently these outcast 
bands, which are mostly composed of criminals 
or outlaws, mako forays on Russian ground. 
Chung How and bis elder brother— the preced- 
ing govertior-general — ondeavoured to extir- 
pate the robber bands, but did not succeed. 
When the robbers wore hard pressed, they 
took refuge on Russian soil. The position of 
affairs scorns to be, iii genoral terms : first, 
that Russia holds on to Kuldja : second, that 
she takes part, at least, of Manchuria : third, 
that, in addition, a claim is made for i 
indemnity. 



Tnx press laws are again being put into 
operation with a vengeance. Wo learn from 
the MM A'ichi Shinbun that Messrs. Tanaka 
and Yoshioka, respective editors of tho F\tto 
Shimhi and A'omon Shinpo, have each been 
sentenced to two years' imprisonment and a 
fine of three hundred yen ; and the editor of the 
Seiilanthi to imprisonment for one year and a 
fine of one hundred and fifty yen — all for hav- 
ing published something which has been con- 
strued as derogatory to the government. 
So tied down is tho utterance of the 
nativo press, that it is simply an impos- 
sibility for an editor to take exception, even 
in the most mild, milk and water form, to any 
act of the government, collectively or iudiw- 
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y, without being liable to the suppression 
of his paper, a fine, or imprisonment for any 
term a capricious judge may think proper to 
sentence him to. Yet 



it is sufficiently liberal to havo the control of 
the foreign population of Uiis country ! 

Till monthly report of imports and exports 
published by the customs authorities shows the 
following mult for tho month of August I— 

Imports - »»,58r..76l.43 

Exports- ------- 3,0218,507.38] 

Receipts from duties, storage Ac 277,421.78 



The reports arc published by authority of 
the boards of husbandry arid trade, and contain 
much mattor of interest, especially in relation 
to modes of cultivation, manure used, seasons, 
average crops, ronditions influencing., crops, 
«c, &r. Tho reports are, of course, printed 
in Japanose, and should " 
cotton and 



Id be of great service to ail 



Thb cup presented hy the rifle association 
for members who nave never won a rifle prize 
was competed for yesterday afternoon (5th 
itist.) and won by Mr. Bland with a good 
score of 37 points. Tho other competitors 
wore Messrs Uohdo, Sticbcl, Ocoghegan, 



Tni Hoehi ShMttn announces that 4,000,000 
yen of tho paper money withdrawn from cir- 
culation by tbo financo depart mout will be 
consumed by fire at tho government priuting 
office between tho hours of nine and twelve 
daily for a week, from tho 7th instant. The 
public will be permitted to witness the des- 
truction. 



A i.ear.nkd statistician has undertaken to en- 
lighten a mooting of officials on tho causes of the 
prevailing distress, and depression in business. 
Ho said that, assuming the population of 
Tokio alone to be one' million, and the 
average rost of maintenance to be five yen 
monthly for each individual the enormous 
sum of 00,000.000 yen por annum will he 
required to support tho people of ono city 
only, and that sura must be realised from trade. 
That, assuming interest to average ten per cent, 
per annum, the capital required to yield this 
return is too great to be within the bounds of 
hope, the conscqucnco being that the poorer 
peoplo live by selling or pledging such property 
as still remains in their possession. 

The professor should not confine his attention 
to one city or even to one country. Sixty yen a 
year is a very moderate sum for cuch person, and 
as Japan contains thirty-five millions of people 
the yearly incomo must be 2,100.000,000 of 
1 1 If tho capital required to produce this 
bo put iuto figures, the absurdity of the 

on becomes at onco apparent, 
i is the argument always used by those 
who see no wealth except in money. The 
labour of the population in a country blessed 
with every natural advantage, ought, and 
would if it were properly encouraged, produce 
much more than sufficient to supply all the 
wants of life ; and leave a surplus large enough 
to exchange for any luxury that other countries 
can supply. 

It is said that tho object of the fre- 
quent conference* held by the Daijin and 
Kaiigi is tint the financial pruli.n, nor 
yet the mysterious FujiU affair, but tho Wet 
mothod of establishing, strengthening and de- 
fending an absolute form of government for 
the country. 

We are indebted to Ihc Tlome department for 
:i the 



It is said that his excellency Huron 1 *, 
minister of. the colonisation commission, hus 
resigned office in conscqnenco of » proposition 
lately put forward by him having been rejected | 
by tho cabinet. 

Tho popularity of this minister is so firmly 
established that his suggestion to enforce pay- 
ment of taxes in kind would, no doubt, havo beoti 
readily acquiesced in by the people, .Should his 
resignation of office be accepted perhaps his 
majesty Kuroda will reliro to his kingdom 
of Yezo whore, in the retirement of tho palace 
of Salporo, he will devote his time and genius 
to the extension of the railroad lines, mines, 
shipbuilding yards, and other public and high- 
ly remunerative works throughout his domi- 
nions. No doubt, in tho fulness of time, his 
majesty will explain how much paper money 
has boon thrown upon this country to defray 
the expenses of the colonization of Yezo, and 
what prospect there is of any of tho works 
paying their expenses. 



A few days ago we referred to tho Specie 
Bank as lueus a won lucendo, because il pos- 
sessed no specie. Japan prcsonts many instances 
of a similar nature, thus, the Yezo colonics are 
so called because there arc no colonists. 



W« are informed that open-air meetings of 
native Christians will be held on tho 12th and 
13th instant in the grounds of the Sciyokcn, 
Uycno, Tokio. The exercises will commence 
at H a.m., and bo continuod, with some neces- 
sary intermissions, until 0 p.m. each day. 
When we remember tho persecutions to which 
nalivo Christians were subjected at tho restora- 
tion, and that an enlightened and liberal- 
minded statesman like tho late Kido found it 
necessary to declare that the welfare of the 
country required that Christianity should be 
put down, the fact that nativo converts have 
obtained government sanction to hold religious 
gatherings in a public place in the heart of the 
Japanese metropolis, is a wonderful piece of 
evidence of the advances made by the rulers of 
the empire towards religious toleration and 
freedom of conscience and opinion. This wise 
and tolerant action of the authorities must 
command the respect of right-minded people, 
and cannot fail to create a favourable impros- 
sion throughout tho world. 

The movement is entirely (hit of native 
Christians: the. proceedings will be conducted 
in Japanese, but many representatives of the 
various missions in Japan have been invited to 
attend. 



The Japan Daily Mail of 8th instant, coo- 
following item :— 

" The Ehoijbh Mail. 

"The European mails brought to Hongkong 
by the Peninsular and Oriental Company's 
stoamers, continue to be carried from that port 
to Japau by tho vessels of the Mitsu BUhi 
Company, thus causing an agreeable disappoint- 
ment to those who prophecied all sorts of in- 
convenience when the British government with- 
drew the subsidy from thfe elder lino. We 
learn that the Sumida Mar* sailed from Hong- 
kong for Yokohama vii Kobe on Saturday last, 
having on board the English mail, and will bo 
due here on next Monday morning at daylight." 

This, taken together with the assertion in 
Saturday's paper that the branch line to Hong- 
kong has proved fairly successful in a pecuniary 
point of view, is another puff of the Mitsu 
Ilishi Company. Wo readily admit tho services 
of the Mitsu Ilishi Company in bringing on tho 
English mail, of which due acknowledg- 
ment has been made by us on previous 
occasions ; but we deny in the most un- 
qualified manner that the suspension of the 
mail scrvieo of the P. and O. S. N. Company 
has not boon a aourco of considerable inconve- 
nience to the community of Yokohama. In 
support we need only adduce the instance 
afforded by the mail to which our contemporary 
alludes, that from London of August 27th. 
The P. & O. steamor with the mail on board 
arrived in Hongkong on tho 30th ultimo, and 
it tho contract to Volt Mum a had remained io 
force the mail would, under ordinary circum- 
stances, havo arrived here on the 7th instant, 
instead of tho 11th. the due date by tbo M. B. 
steamer. Tho London mail is of importance, 
and the suspension of tho P. & O. contract to 
Japan means that answers to letters of August 
27th cannot now be received in London before 
December 1st, instead of on or about November 
12th, which would hive boon tho case if the 
mail had arrived iu lime to bo answered by 
the Garlic. It is true the departure of the 
Gaelic has been postponed, but those instances 
are not rare, and this particular one serves to 
make utter nonsense of tho Mailt assertion 
that those who "prophecied all sorts of in- 
convenience " arc agreeably disappointed. 
Agreeably disappointed, according to tho M<iil, 
because answers to 
are delayed nearly three 
consequent upon the si 
to Japan. 



of the 



i of tho official reports on the sugar and 
cotton exhibitions recently held under govern- 
ment uiikpices. The object of these exhibitions 
wos praiseworthy, and if they havo served to 
stimulate production and to ensure improved 
preparation of theso two important commo- 
dities, they have done good service to the state. 



Tub Japan Mail should not fall into the 
error of challenging an ex limitation into its 
statement that the branch lino of the govern- 
ment steamship company to Hongkong is 
successful from a pecuniary point of view. 
" Nauticu*," who is one of the numerous 
editors of the Mail, knows much better than 
this ; and also knows that such a statement 
can answer no other object than discrediting 
tho entire nrlielo couloiuiug so manifestly 
absurd a passage. 



Ik the current (if it may bo said to do more 
than crawl) number of tho Japa a Wtei. lt/ Mail, 
is an article, in very involved language, on 
" Sugar Cultivation in Japan. 

It is there stated that " it is established that 
" the cane (the sugar-cane) will grow to perfoc- 
" Hon as far north as tho province of N tinbn, if 
"not higher, and that in Yesso the bwt-rojt 
" will grow to perfection." We should b« glad 
to know on what authority it is established 
that the sugar-cane will (/rote to perfection in 
any part of Nambu, and also how much higner, 
on this island, it is potsiblo to plant it. That 
sugar beets may be cultivated profitably in 
Yezo, wo entertain little doubt, but tho latest 
report from that island can scarcely b? said to 
.have proved it under the conditions tint have 
['►ecu tried. It is also stated that io Cain a, 
sugar docs not grow successfully further north 
than Niugpo province, " if wc except a partien. 
lar fino kind of aorgbium (tic) which grows " 
on the islands at the outrauco of tho Yaujlsi* 
kiang. 
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Tit* following sentence i* sn example of the 
kind of reasoning employed, the contradiction in 
the eUtement of facte (?) being, however, 
too conspicuous : — " When it is considered that 
" the import of augar into Japan double* itself 
" every three years, and that lnat year four 
M timea the quantity of augar wna imported to 
u find a profitable market than wa* imported 
" twelve veers beforo, and that the ratio of io- 
" creaee has been oa atatod, we cannot deny 
" that it ia high lime to extend thia industry, 

and there ia nothing apparently to prevent 
"Japan becoming self supporting in this im- 
■ port, if not producing a sufficiency of the 
" product for conaiderable export trade." 

The concluding rcmarka of tfeb article, if 
they bare any meaning at all, would tend to 
discourage the great extension of the augar in- 
dustry in Japan. 

We abould also like to know the authority 
for the increase in import referred to, especially 
that it doublet iteelf every three years. If 
this latter were the case we should have a 
much larger import than at present, but the 
fact ia that the value imported in. 1889 wna 
$1,600,000 j $2,500,000 in 1870 ; $3,300,000 
In 1871 ; $3,482,000 in 1875, and $3,446,000 
is 1879, an average importation for twelva 
years of $2,500,000 per annum ; the smallest 
being $1,600,000 in 1869 and tho largest 
$3,482,000 in 1875. 

That far more sugar than at present may be 
profitably produced in Japan no one who has 
paid any attention to tho subject will doubt ; 
bat this result is scarcely likely to be attained 
by planting sugar canes in Nambu, or even in 
hlusashi, or by the haphazard cultivation of 
the sugar beet in Tezo. But it is little doubtful 
that the sugar joryAum, Japanice rozohu, will 
be the sugar crop of the future for the main 
l^, if not higher. 

Thx following paragraph from the Army and 
Savy QaietU of August 21, ia a powerful com. 
ment on the reckless assertion of the Bong- 
Jcong Daily Prut '• that Mr. Reed is the first 
naval constructor living, that he haa designed 
the greater number of the beat specimens of 
naval architecture now in existence, and that 
countries other than England have been glad 
to avail themselves of his talent." 

As we may with justice and propriet; 

rrostworthy^Tullhorit^ on \* "q "a'lificatio 
of naval constructors thsn our esteemed 
contemporary in Hongkong, we msy say, 
in the language of the Daily Prat, thnt 
that journal was evidently out of its depth in 
complimenting 8ir E. J. Reed. 



Liberty of the press in Japan is a mockery, 
delusion and snare. The people are not allow- 
ed to express their wishes in respectful peti- 
tions to tho only authority they recognise ; and 
if a newspaper vonturcs to deal with any 
subject of interest to the nation, or to advo- 
cate political freedom, persecution instantly 
begins, and fine and imprisonment are dealt 
out by irresponsible judges with greater seve- 
rity than if the accused wore criminals of the 
lowest grade. Long Buffering and patient, the 
Japanese people set an example of moderation 
and endurance that would be 
it not ominous. 



Ths Afai A'tcAi Shinbun states that the re- 
signation of his excellency Ku roils has not 
been accepted by the cabinet. We learn for 
the first time, and with regret, that the 
minister's health is precarious. 



"We havo received innumerable inquiries 
as to the raisoa tVStre of Mr. E. J. Rood, C.U., 
being knighted, bat can only say in reply 
that we surmise tho honour is intended to 
oommemorato the fact that of all men in 
times past or present who havo ever held an 
official position, Mr. E. J. Reed is tho man 
who has wasted the largest sum of money for 
the taxpayers of this country in experimental 
attempts at naval construction, which havo, 
na a whole, proved decided failures. The 
Inst of the Bestemer can now bo seen rusting 
on the shore opposite Blackwall. Mr. K. J. 
Reed's latest failure haviug very wisely been 
broken up." 

Ma. Fc/ismi Toxv;uto, acting editor of the 
Akebono Shinbun, charged with being the 
author of two articles entitled " Disagreements 
of the Saogi," and ■• Result of petitioning for 
national representation,'' has been condemned to 
three years imprisonment and a fine of 800 



Ftll of years, and literally dying in harness, 
Sir Fituroy Kelly, Lord Chief* Baron of the 
Court of Exchequer, has passed away. This 
brilliant and accomplished lawyer, born at tho 
close ol tho lost century, 1ms enjoyed a long career 
of honourable success, having been appointed 
Solicitor-General more than thirty-five years 
ago. He was made Attorney-General in Lord 
Derby's administration in 1858, and succeeded 
Sir Frederick Pollock as chief of the Court of 
Exchequer in June, 1866. 

The great sgc of tho vencrublo judge, though 
in did not incapacitate him from the active per- 
formance of hia judicial duties, latterly interfer- 
ed with the clearness of his perception, and of 
late hia rulings in some important cases tried 
before him made it ovident that hia work hhd 
been performed ; but, loath to abandon tae 
exercise of functions tho performance of which 
was to him a second nature, Sir Fitsroy Kolly 
died while etill in office. 

One of the last of the old school of lawyers, 
Sir Fitsroy Kelly is also the lost Chief Baron 
of the Court of Exchequer, a court founded 
eight hundred and one yeara ago, and now 
reduced to a mere division of the Supremo 
Court of Judicature. Sir Henry James, At- 
torney-Goneral, is spoken of for the vacancy 
on tho judicial bench. 

Thx Chiugai Bulka Shinpo announces that 
there have been no late arrivals of rice in 
Tokio, but ss the late gale did little if any in- 
jury to tho growing crop transactions on the 

| market have been email. The cold weather of 
the past few days has, however, induced some 
speculation, and prices hare advanced fully one 

I yen per koku over those quoted a short timo 

I ago. 



GwfERit. Rin.gr, who, when in the service 
of the Confederate State* of America, defended 
Charleston during its long siege, hss, in con- 
junction with Colonol Hope, V.C., invented s 
new system of gunnery, which — if the pre- 
I limiiiary experiment should be borne out by 
exhaustive trial on a large scale — will bring 
about a roraplelo revolution in the artillery 
of tho world. It would appear thnt the inven- 
tions aro not confined to the uew form of 
cannon and mode of rifling, but also involve 
metallurgical changes. When tho new inven- 
tions wero first spoken about, it was thought 
that ono of tho improvements would be to 
substitute a disc shaped projectile in- 
stead of the elongated cylinder with ogival 
head now mostly in vogue, but Colonel Hope's 
formal proposition states that his projectile 
does not greatly differ from ordinary shot mid 
shell for rifled guns. Although no details sre 
given, it will be plain that the Riploy-Hope 
cuaoa will, from a short tubs, project by a 




very large powder charge a toughened missile, 
at a velocity so far without precedent. 
Ths gnn will be specially constructed 
to benr the sudden riving strains. . The pro- 
posed guns, compared with tho present English 
system, sre guaranteed to -save 80 per cent, 
in weight ; are to be 60 per cent, cheaper : are 
to require DO to 96 per cent, less time in con- 
struction ; arc to bo capable of being fired with 
greater rapidity, and to have much greater 
penetration, range end accuracy. It ia evident, 
therefore, that the guns are of caat metal and 
smooth bored : that the metal ia not entirely 
steel : and that the spiral movoment lies in the 
projectile. 

It is possible, that by 
mode of fusing copper with 
found. One of our residents 
only, succeeded in making a ] 
of extraordinary proportiona, viz : 12 ' 
copper to 88 Swcdiah steel ; but all I 
experiments, though made with extr 
failed utterly. If Gen Ripley and Col. Hope 
have been euccessful in makiug homogenous 
compound* of copper, steel, and, perhaps, manga- 
nese, they would have a metal cosily cast, and 
fit to sustain the heaviest sudden pressures of 
gunpowder, perhaps even of gunpowder and 
gnn cotton mixed. 

In other way* the metallurgical improve- 
ment, whatever it may be, will be of great 
value to the world, as the metal proposed for 
the new cannon will enable higher steam pres- 
sures to bo carried with safety, and by higher 
and smaller enginea than those which now 
take up so much space in proportion to ths 
power given. At present the best engines 
only give about ten per cent, of their 
theoretical atandard of duty. A now metallic 
compound, possessing the atlribules promised 
by Messrs. Ripley and Hope, will be a very 
great boon to the world, and we trust to 
hear further and conclusive accounts of ths 
promising invention before long. 

Tub exhibition to be held in Tokio next 
year promisee to be exceptionally good. It 
ia ssid that thoro are 140,000 exhibita ready, 
which is doublo the number exhibitod at ths 
last exhibition. The building has been 
extended in sue until it now occupies 27,000 
tsubo of ground. 



ha* 



is given in the Nitki Nfcki 
iha (publishing company) 
i issuing the Kimi 
; and all copes, of 
the last numbers of these journals remaining 
in the office, havo been seized by the police. 
In addition, ordera have been telegraphed to all 
to intercept any 



of these papers i 

With the arbitrary press Isws in fore* we 
are sufficiently familiar, but the uss of ths 



post office as a medium for thoir 
new and unpleasant feature. 



is a 



Tns Maltiiehi Shiuiun states that H. E, 
Sano, miniator of finance, laid bofore the 
rabinot a memorandum defining the financial 
jiosition of the nation, and recommending a 
foreign loan : but with few exceptiona ths 
members were opposed to his views, whorcupon 
the minister intiinatod his desire to retire from 
office. 

If this be correct, it would seem that when 
Japanese ministers fail to carry thoir measures 
the alternative is resignation. This is as it 
should be. for it ia impo«ible for a minister to 
carry on his responsible duties sjtisfactorily if 
" :t is incompatible with ' 
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Lot So. 19 bund which was lately offered 
St auction by Mr. F. A. Cope, and bought 
in for the -owncra by Mr. Molli.oo at 86,000, 
hss since been (old privately. 



In the Hongkong Daily I',eu ofthelTih 
inatant, it ia mid thnt if it hud been necessary 
to acnd from Hongkong to Shamccu (Canton) 
• force to protect the British and foreign re- 
sidents, the troopa or sailors must have gone 
in the ordinary passage boat, as tin- only British 
gunboat in port, the Moorhtn, wns under re 
pair, and unable to go. Probably if alio had 
not been under repair, us the vessel ia worn out, 
it would hoTc been necessary for her to have gone 
on the flood tide, aa but few of H.B.M. giinboals 
on the China atalion aro able to furre tiieir way 
against the current of the Canton river. It is 
time that all these obsolete gunbouts were 
withdrawn from the service. They ran tint 
•team, they cannot anil, and as veasela of wnr 
are mere shams, and a diagracc to the British 



' The establishment of agencies of the Comptoir 
d'Eacomple do Paris, the Chartered Bank of India, 
Australia and China and the probable reopcninir of 
the Chartered Mercantile Bank, are matters which 
hring >nto proinin«nt notice the question of the 
silver yen. The argument* ueed by us from time 
to timtf against this movement, aro too well 
known and appreciated to bu touched upon 
attain. b«t the fact remains that, in order to assist 
tho Japanese government, two of our leading 
banks Lava placed the mercantile community in 
an awkward and entirely false position. The lc»r*- 
] lisstion of silver yen in Hongkong is a measure 
the imperial government have properly refused to 
sanction ; and there is no outlet for Japanese yeu 
except M bullion, the point we endeavoured to im- 
I press upon the authorities before the expense of 
| bullion importation and coi'iag** was incurred. 
• We do not know whether the agreement mode 
by tho hanks in question with the Jnpim.-s • govern- 
ment waa in perpetuity or for a term ; and if for 
the latter, for bow long j bot wa are assured the 
only solution of the difficulty is to bo south' in a 
wairer of the consent to accept yen at par with 
Mexican dollars. How this is to be brought about 
ia Ixwt known to those interested : lose mav result, 
but first loaaea are beat, aa merchants here «re 
well aware of the position, and disinclined to sub- 
mit to what they consider an unjust tax upon their 
operations if a remedy is at hand.' 

"This morning I was looking over tome 
old papers and I came upon a monograph on 
tbeabovesuhjoct writtau on 4th August, 1879. 

" Aa my viows appear to be justified by the 
course of oventa, I have no hesitation in re- 
questing you to make tbcm public. The 
protest was as follows : — 

"The Japanese Government ia nnxinus to 
make silver yen the medium of exchange lie- 
tween foreigners and Jnpntioso and to drive 
out tho Mexican dollar from tlio country 
altogether. 

" They therefore mako certain proposals to 
tho Foreign Banks. Should those bo accep- 
ted ? I answer emphatically in the nogntivc. 
It is true that tho silver yen is a clean, 
well-made coin and shroffs will not bo able 
to mnko tbo " squeeze " out of it they do 
out of tbo Mexican dollar, but tho reasons 
why tho Banks should not comply with the 
Finance Minister's wishes seem to mo. of far 
greater weight. They nre as follow : — 

" 1. — Most of the foreigners residing in this 
country constitnto merely a portion of tho 
large Anglo-Oriental community settled in 
the Far East, and one part cannot afford to 
separate itself from the others, especially in 
such an important matter as enrroncy, unless 
it is to receive somo direct compensative ad- 
vantage. 

" The Mexican dollar appears to he spcciallr 
adapted to the requirements of sncb colonies 
and settlements as Hongkong, Shanghai, 
Singapore, Yokohama, Kobe, and their sur- 
roundings, because it is slrendy in general 
use and is well known in all tbo bullion 
markets of the world. Mexico, besides being 
distant, is not an acquisitive power, and 
therefore neither the Chinese nor the Japa- 
nese have any reason to fesr an atom of 
unpatriotic inllnence from the Mexican 
dollar. If English shillings or Russian 
roubles were circulated to any great extent, 
f can easily . understand thnt tho Jnpsncso 
Government would be justified in objecting 
to them strongly. In tho event of any poli- 
tical complications between China and Japan, 
the former would probably refuse tho silver 
yen ; and, if the Foreign Banks in China 
held a large quantity, they would have to 
melt them into syero at n loss, or rcsbip them 
to Jnpnn with very little chance of recovering 
any compensation 'whatever from the Ja|>aneao 
empire. Government. 

" On the 17th instant the following extract " 2 — Tho Government cannot bo trusted to 
from tho Japan OntetU Appeared iu your ensure a sufficient supply of silver yen for 

I tho purposes of trade. Tliey always lib to 



The Japanese import merchants in Yoko- 
hama forming the gnild or body known bji 
Machigutii, or town council, entered into an 
agreement, after mutual consultation, that, 
on account of the extraordinary depreciation 
of paper money as compared with silver, 
they would pnrchaso nothing from foreign 
merchants for seven days, — except where 
non-purchase would be attended with public 
inconvenience, — under a penalty of 30 per 
cent, of the value of the goods purchased. If 
the individuals forming this guild choose to 
bind themselves to this or any other course, 
not illegal, of course they sro at liberty to do 
so. No power can compel a man or a body 
of men to purchase goods ngninst their 
will but after a qusrtcr of a century of 
foreign trade, and after nil wo hear of the 
intelligence of nativo merchants, one would 
hardly expect such senBolosa measures as this,- 
The notion that the inexorable laws of politi- 
cal economy can bo set aside in this easy 
manner is abBurd. Tho merchants scorn to 
expect that saUa will rise in price, or that 
dollars will fall, because a few of them 
abstain for a couple of days from purchasing 
foreign imports. Here in Kobe also like 
attempts wore mado both last year and this, 
with what result— ^or rather want of result — 
we know. These and similar frantic attempts 
to alter the inevitable show that the native 
merchants nro suffering as much ns foreign- 
ers from the depreciation of the pspcr- 
enrroncy, and furnish strong arguments for 
an appeal to tho government to deal once for 
all thoroughly, on sound fiscal principles, 
with this pressing question.— Himjo Nan. 



Cotrtspottdence. 



C4* II'" are nnt mpontibl* f»r the npi'niunt 
trpretied by correspondent*. 

SILVER YEN. 



Wk reprint the following letter from the 
Wihjo Kurt. Wo should be glad to seo the 
writer's views on Japanese finance, and the 
effect of paper currency on tho Irado of the 



begin a houso by constructing the roof. 
They havo steamers before they have ships, 
railways beforo they havo roads, and a 
model Mint before they have made ono 
serious or successful effort to dovolope by 
European appliance any mineral wealth there 
may be iu the country. If tho Japanese 
wish In make ailvcr yen the currency of iho 
East, let them begin by showing that they 
can provide a sufficient quantity of silver 
to make certain a sternly Biipply of 

coin Tho Japaneso havo no 

direct control over foreigners whatever, niul 
it is not. many years since English and 
French troops were stationed ill Yokohama 
to protect the lives of tho foreign residents. 
Jurisdiction over foreigner* will proliahly 
never be conceded tn the Japanese in our 
dav, and if power over our lives and liberty 
cannot, bo granted, si ill less can they Ini 
trusted with what they would have lit tits 
compunction in abusing — control over our 
medium of exchange. 

" Nor can the Government lie depended «i» 
to abstain from influencing tho issue of silver 
yen so ss to suit their own speculative pur- 
poses. Having turned themselves into a large 
mercantile firm for trading in rice, silk, and 
kinaatsn, nothing would pleaso them latter 
than to get into their own hands control of tho 
supply of coin used by foreigners. They 
could then at any moment atop tho issue of 
yon and incroaae thnt of kinaatsn, so aa to 
send the latter to a discount. They would 
then bny up the kinsalsn, and when tiny 
rose to par re-issno them — upon tbo whole 
n very profitable operation. It is easy to seo 
that if they succeedod in their offorts to 
drive the Mexican dollar from the country, 
tho currency used by foreigners would bo sub- 
ject to the caprice of any half-fledged political 
economist who happened to be playing at ex- 
periments in tho Finance Office. 

" 3— .Tho introduction of tho silver yen 
would lead to much inconvenience in ac- 
counts. Many constituents would proliahly 
prefer to have their flank accounts kept in 
Mexican dollars and silver yen at par, and 
as the coins would probably fluctuate \n 
relative value in the exchange shops, the in- 
troduction of the silver yen would only have 
tho effect of rendering still more confuBcd 
an already complicated currency. 

" Considering, then, tho peculiar ciroum- 
stances of tbo country— that travellers can- 
not go beyond the treaty limits without 
special permission — that under no circu in- 
stances can they enter into direct basilica* 
relations with the |>eople of the interior — that 
the nation is expected and understood to 
place the utmost confidence in its rulers — 
that tho moms of communication in tho in- 
terior-are slow and clumsy, and that the 
people are, as a role, steeped in poverty and 
ignorance — from these and other Considera- 
tions it seems to me that, aa regards the 
country, there should l»e for the use of the 
Japanese, in cdrouiabh" paper money (pro- 
portioned to tlui government roservo of 
bnllion and the requirements of tho country) 
and, to be coined at the Osaka Mint, 40, 2<J, 
10 nnd 5 cent pieces in silver, and copper 
coins of less valne j and for exchange bet- 
ween Japaneso and Foreigners Mexican dol- 
lars onlv, while gold nnd silver yon should lie 
swrpt into the limbo of forgotten things ns 
expensive, cumbersome and inexpedient." 

"4. — Tho Finance Miuister has given no 
good reasons in support of his plans. 



• Sic in original. This appears to bo a c«u- 
traoictiouinwrms.-Bo.J.O. 
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tho victim of ninny manias, 
pigs, rabbits, and yctlow rose* ; 
and one of hor favourite toys has been the Osa- 
ka Mint. The Government would mther go on 
working the Mint at a loss than confess to a 
gigantic mistake— in tho same way that in 
order to have the glory of possessing a gold 
mine thoy pay annunlly with tlie utmost cheer- 
fulness $80,000 for the 860,000 worth of gold 
they extract fmni the island of Sado. 

" 5. — Tho Finance Minister's proposal to 
drive out Mexican dollars by means of his 
silver yen it is not for one Bank— nor for a 
syndicate of Banks to entertain. 

"It is an extremely important international 
question, and deserves the utmost attention 
of tho Foreign Ministers, whose first duty is 
to foster and protect the mercantile interests 
of their follow-ceuntrymcn in Japan. If the 
silver yen is to take tho placo here of the 
Mexican dollar, it can only bo under certain 
guarantees of the Jnpanoso Government; and 
if they should bo broken, redress would bo- 
come a matter for tho Minister of the various 
countries interested to determine and dis- 
cubs. Should not the wholo subjoct there- 
fore be regarded as international from the 
beginning ? 

" From these considerations I hold that oven 
if it should affect their own interests 
di&advantageonsly for the presont, it is the 
clear duty of the Foreign Banks, guardians 
as thoy aro to somo extent of real monetary 
interests, to dcclino respectfully but resolu- 
tely tho proposals of tho finance Minister. 
• ••••• 

" 1 am, dear sir, 

« Yoors faithfully, 

«' U." 

MORAL PHOTOGRAPHY. 

To the editor of tho Japan OazeiU. 

Dear 8iR :— Can you or any of your readers 
inform us whether it is in accordance with Uw 
or custom (as to tho morality of the proceeding 
every one can judgo for himself) for a photo- 
grapher without permission to vond to tho 
public copies of the photographs of private 
persons who have fully paid for such photo- 
graphs. We ask the question with respect to 
foreign photographers ; iu Japan there is pro- 
bably no law on tho subject. 

We know well, Kir, that you aro possessed ol 
an amiable and easy temper, but we ask what 
would your feelings be if, after [myitig eight, 
ten or twelve dollars for a dozen photographs, 
yon found, a few days afterwards, that the oi 
polloi* can purchase from the photographer 
the copy of your countenance for forty ernts, 
— and carefully numbered and catalogued at 
that? 

Yours obediently, 

VICTIMS. 

October, 5th, 1S80. 

• Free rendering for some photographer* i " Tag, 
rag and bobtail." 

[Perhap* the 1* *t remedy lira in pul>li< ly t-xjKKt- 
ing tho photographers guilty of the practice cuui- 
p humid of. Hour correspondent* will purchase tho 
photograph* of any well known members of the 
community, we shall ho happy tunnnouneo that the 

portrait of Mr. uuiy bo obtained at , the 

eminent photographer's establishment, for the 
trirliDg sum of forty cents : or that the picture 

of tbo lovely and talented Mrs. , can be 

purchased at for fifty cents, tho prkv 

having boon raised in consequence of the •louinn-l. 
It will Lc a pleasure voluntarily to do for once 
whiitwearn so often requested to do — iKivertine | 
without charge— nod give the enterprising photo- 
grapber carrying on this style of businvu a pull of 
the first water with real 
F8./.0.J 



X arc Reports. 



Ix the U. S. Conhim-ar-General Court. 



Before Grkeral Thos. B. Van Bcmx, 

CvHstd-Gciwral. 

Messrn. A. S. Fores and E. K. Smith, Attestor t. 

Friday, October Ut, 1880. 

StDSEV M. Smith of Sun Francisco by his 
attorney F. C. Spiuner rerun Isaac Bush 
and August Lasqfeldt. 

Plaintiff asked for judgment against the 
dofendant Isaac flush for $24,4430 with in- 
terra t ; that tho defendant be arrested and 
examined lunching bis indebtedness and all 
his property attached and Rnized, and that 
the defendant August Langfoldt bo roquirod 
to render an account of the goods taken pos- 
session of by hint. 

Mr. Hill appeared for plaintiff. Mr. Litch- 
field fur defendant Bush. Defendant Lang- 
def ptalpearod personally. 

Ilia Honour observed that he had received 
information from the Kcncho that it had 
proved impossible to discover any of the two 
missing brokers, either tho ono referred to by 
Mr. Bicber, or tho one said to have been living 
in Otamachi in June last. It appeared to him 
very strange. He would call upon Mr. 
Bicber to try himself to discover the broker 
Itoya. 

Mr Litchfield then addressed the court. 
He said, that tho report of Mr. Talbot jus- 
tifies tho defendant Bush up to tho kinaatau 
transaction. As to that affair ho would 
observe that tho apparent strangeness of 
dofendant having entered into largo money 
transactions with an almost unknown in- 
dividual is greatly lessened when we re- 
member the way in which names are need 
here in Japan. You may be will acquainted 
with iv man, and for a long time, whon one 
day you suddenly discover that the name 
under which you havo known him and nnder 
which he has pmaod himself is not his name 
at all. Mr. Bosh has sworn that his broker 
from timo to time gave him aooounta, but 
that thoso aooonnta had unfortunately been 
burnt. Such accidents appear not to be at 
all uncommon, as Mr. Bieber twice lost 
tho account* rendered him by his broker. 
Mr. Bush might have left tho country taking 
with him what money ho could realize : he 



has chosen to remain and give all tho in- 
formation to his creditors that was in his 
power, and that speaks strongly in favor of 
bis honesty of purpose If ho bad not boon 
of such honesty ho might oven havo produced 
any number of Japanese brokers and any 
number of brokers accounts, in the last 
respect imitating the exnmoplo set by Mr. 
Bieber, whoso so called Itoyn accounts are 
purely imaginary. Mr. Bush has boon ac- 
cused by the opposite party of having 
attempted to tamper with tho Jupaneae 
witness, but Mr. Bush hag ' satisfactorily 
explained the motive of those visit* of his to 
tho Japanese brokers, which bad givon rise 
to the accusation of trying to tamper with 
the Japanese. — Tho defendant has boon 
charged with defrauding his creditors and ap- 
propriating for his own uso money and goods 
thai belonged to his creditors : tho prosecu- 
tion ought then to prove that in March last 
Hush misappropriated whnt property be- 
longed to his creditors. That the prosecution 
has not established ; tho utmost that has 
bsan established ia • luipioion of rwklosi 



trading and a charge of gambling daring a 
few months. It would have boon better for 
his creditors if they bad accepted the assign. 

by Mr. Bush", in March 



Mr. Hill replied that be should not follow his 
learned friend in fanciful speculations about 
what miglithave boon done by a dishonest man 
with the object of defrauding his creditors or 
frustrating the presont legal proceedings. 
Ho wanted to impress upon the court that the 
items -opon which he had insisted, the pay- 
ments by Marnyn and others, of which no 
accounts were U> bo found, had been paasud 
entirely ovor by Mr. Talbot in the report of 
the latter. Tho testimony of Mr. Bush 
and his nephew Mr. Soydelborg in this conrt 
has been proved to be falso, both as sugges- 
tion of falsehood and suppression of truth. 
It has been proved that months after the 
nssignment had been tnado Mr. Bush had 
$1,000 in his pockot, with which ho wont 
speculating in satsu in Japanese town. 
The learned counsel wound up by asserting 
that the allegations of tho petition about 
fraud committed by the defendant Bosh to 
the detriment of his creditors, are fully sus- 
tained, and ho therefore repeated the pray or 
of the petition for judgment and arrest. He 
had positively proveo that Mr. Bush had 
appropriated moro than $11,000, which 
ha asked that lie bo ordored immediately to 
refund to the estate or stand imprisoned. 
As to tho dofendant Mr. Langfoldt, he asked 
that tbo assignment to Mr. Langfeldt bo 
declared null and void and set aside. 

His Honor observed that tho court fully 
agrees with the counsel for tho plaiutiff that 
fraud assumes so many aspects, that positive 
proof of it is very difficult ; thoro is howover 
a distinction between moral wrong and legal 
fraud, and defondant's gamblings, if they ex- 
isted, although morally wrong do not con- 
stitute a legal fraud. Defendant has admitted 
having received goods and being unable to 
pay for them, bocause he had used the money 
received for thorn in unsuccessful exchange 
gambling. Tho question U : is that the true 
manner in which the deficit has arisen ? 
Thoro aro many oircamatancoa, which make 
it a moat improbable story. 

Judgment reserved. 

. . . . . . .. m 



£he ©ulports. 



GALE IN HONGKONG. 



Yesterday morning (September 23rd) the 
wcathor presonted signs of an approaching 
typhoon, tho barometer falling pretty steadily 
all tho time, but otherwise appearances did 
not portend the approach of any very serious 
storm. At 11.40 o'clock the gnn warning 
people of the approach of a typhoon was 
fired, and toward* noon it commenced to rain, 
and continued wot all the afternoon. About 
the middlo of tho dny sovural captains of 
steamers hod determined to seek a safer 
shelter from tho impending storm than 
Hongkong Ilarboiir and tho contiguity 
to the Praya Wall afforded aud steamed 
away , most of thorn went round to 
the west side of Stonecutter's Island, two of 
Lnpraik*s fleet that wero in port, tho DuMjfa* 
and the Fvkine, went out to tbeLy-eo-moonand 
took np a berth in Di*op Bay. I'ho Iron Doit 
got up steam, housed her top-gallant masts, 
and tnado things snug; and the sailing vessels 
got down raaoh of tbsir top-hamper ud 
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brought op chain aud got anchors ready 
to lot go if nocossnry. The barometer oon- 
tiuuod to fn.lt outil 5 p.m., when it nhowod 
2l).()(il), but nn hoar Inter it recovered 
somawhnt, tho gloss marking '29.C80, 
at which point it remained steady outil seven. 
At this time tho wind was strong from the 
North-west, and continued te hlnw in pnff», 
but without rain till eight o'clock, when it 
suddenly shifted to East ; at 8.30 it hauled 
a little to the N., and at 9 o'clock chopped 
round to E.N.E., and came out in strong 
gusts, acenmpaniod by henry ruin squalls. 
Tho water hid Ix-cn rising rapidly in front 
of the Prnva Wall, and shortly after this 
timo overflowed the top and soon found 
ita way into tho bwinent floors of the 
houses. Tho wind aud rain continued 
much tho tame till 11 o'clock, and by this 
time tho storm had dono Knruo damage. 
Many trees wero denuded of largo limbs, and 
out-honses suffered the lose of a tile here and 
there, but no serious damage to house pro- 
porly had, np to this time, been reported. 
The Recreation Club Rnth-honse had entire- 
ly disappeared, piles and all, so far ns could 
bo mndo out in the blinding rain and spray ; 
probably thoro nro some of tho pilos left, hut 
a uumber of thorn wore known to bo rather 
rotten at tho Uotton. Murray Pinr was 
stinking and lifting at half-past ten, and 
Feddar'a Wharf was not a very safo place to 
stand upon at this time. Lapraik's whivrf 
sustained sorao damage, but was not moved. 
The matshed at the bottom of Pottinger- 
street, in connection with tho erection of a 
pior thero, had blown down and floated away 
to the westward. 

The officers of the Harbour Department bad 
stated thoir belief that tho storm wonld either 
reach its height botwoon cloven and twelve and 
thou gradually subside, or after midnight 
dovelopo into a severe typhoon. There was 
no great increase in the strength or much 
alteration in the direction of tho wind up to 
twelve o'clock, but tho rain was almost 
constant and at times very heavy. The sea 
had increased, and was lopping over the 
Praya with some force, and this in 
conjunction with a heavy gost of wind burst 
in the front of tho boathonse at the Recrea- 
tion Club and swamped tho placo. Fortunately 
all tho Club boats had been removed to tho 
shelter of tho Rarracks, hat of the private 
craft that nod beoti left behind, ono had been 
smashed up and somo of tho others bad taken 
to their proper element. A tree near tho 
Pavilion on the Cricket Ground had been up- 
rooted, aud another quite a foot in diameter 
was snapped off a few feet friin the 
ground. Peddar's Wharf bad lifted and 
worked until both tho lamps nt tho 
end had taken an angle sufficient to break 
the gas- pipe, and of conrse the lights wero 
extinguished. Just before miduight the 
lUbris of the bathhouse arrived at Peddnr'ri 
Wharf, where it stuck somo time, drifting 
westward bit by bit. 

Althongh no extensive damago to any one 
building liad been reported up to two o'clock, 
thin morning, many houses will require 
small repnira to roofs and verandahs, as 
tiles and portions of Venetians are strewn 
plentifully sl>out tho city. A large noui- 
iier of residents occupied tho streets 
nbntling upon tho Praya to have a look 
upm 1 1)0 harbour, but after high water 
tho Praya could not be approached without 
wading, a« tho wnter rose as far as the door 
of tho Victorin Dispensary and was waist-deop 
1. 1 i lie bittom of Puftingor-strcct. There 
whs a g iod muster of tho members of the 
Humane Society scattered along the Praya 



during the wholo night, no leas than 2H ont 
of 3°2 coming np to the scratch, and the Chair- 
man of tho Society (the Hon P. Ryrie) was 
ont with the members the greater part of the 
night, as was also Mr. J. J. Francis, giving 
their advice and assistance Tho whole of 
the Police Force were out on duty, and tho 
Captain-Superintendent and the Inspectors 
remained up and wore out ready for any 
omergoncy that might arise. 

Telegraphic communication had been inter- 
rupted belweon" Wanchai and Whitfield Police 
Stations, so thnt no nows could bo received 
as to the state of tho weather either at Shan 
Ki Wan or Stanley. A telegram had been 
received from Abordcon to tho offect that 
uothing worth communicating had occurred, 
which is just what might bo expected from 
the comparatively sheltered position of that 
place. 

Retween one and two o'clock tho wind had 
died away, so that but slight gusts came 
at long intervals, and the tide was falling 
fast. At two o'clock tho barometer com- 
menced to rise and tho rain censed, the 
sky clearing slightly to the northward 
and eastward, and stars peeped out here 
J and thoro. At this timo telegraphic com- 
munication was entirely interrupted between 
I tho Police Stations, no answer being obtained 
either from Aberdeen, West Point, or Wan- 
chai.— Hongkong Daily Fret*. 



stay on shore all 
n tho north-west 



nioao. 

( Utngo Mum. ) 

On Snnday night (3rd instant), this dis- 
trict was visited by a storm of great violence, 
and the damage to honso property on the 
Concession and in the Native Town has boon 
very extensive. Throughout tho wholo of 
Sunday, tho weather was very threatening 
the barometer fell rapidly, and 
overy appearance of a coming storm, 
sunset tho wind was so high that tbo 
pans and small boats in tho harbour 
taken to the cambers for shelter, and thoeo 
ou shoro who belonged to vessels in port had 
to make up their minds to 
night. The wind came frot 
nnd north, voering round to north-east 
so that it blew down from the hills in 
strong gusts and swept over tbo bay ; 
had it been from tho opposite direc- 
tion tbo shipping would have boon in- 
dnnger. At sunset, the sky in the wost w^»s 
of a hazy reddish hue, and in all other 
quarters thick and dark, so that it was easily 
seen that a violent storm would soon burst 
overhead. From eight o'clock till nearly 
midnight, the storm continued with terrible 
fury nnd wrought great haroc ; the streets 
were full of falling tiles and broken planks, 
so that many people did not venture to go 
home, but stayod in the houses where they 
happened to bo before tho storm came on ; 
and in msny a house tho night wns ono of 
great alarm ; at every gust of wind, strong 
nod newly-built houses shook to their very 
foundations, while above ■ the roar of the 
tempest was heard the crash of falling tiles 
from adjacent houses, and while tho storm 
lasted it was impossible to sec what damage 
was being done. Ry daylight, the scenes of 
wreck and ruin nil over tho Set tlement nnd 
in the Native Town were greater than any- 
one could have anticipated. There was hardly 
a street in which the effects of tho storm were 
not seen, by broken fences, roofs stripped of 
their tiles, or houses levelled with the ground ; 
and the streets wero strewn with branches of 



broken timber. Tho most oxtensive damage, 
and at tbo same time the most unfortunate, 
is that which has befallen the Kobe Regatta 
and Athletic Club, for tbo Roat-houso was 
eutirely destroyed, and with it all the fine 
boats,-*- Can ton fours, single and doable 
sculls, canoes, aud almost every thing it con- 
tained ; and this is not all tho loss sustained 
by the Club, for the Thoatro and Gymnasium 
building at tho south-east corner of the 
Recreation Ground is also entirely destroyed. 
The socno nt tho Ront-hooso yesterday (2nd) 
was very sad ; tho wholo of the large wooden 
house in which the boats wero kept hod been 
blown clean over, falling backwards on tho 
dressing room and othor parts of tho pre- 
mises between tho Roat-house and the beach. 
The roof and supporting beams had come 
down crashing on the tiers of boats and all 
of them wore buried in a heap of broken tim- 
ber. When the coolios cleared away the 
rains, it was found that many of the canoes 
wore not much damaged ; somo of the 
canoes, however, are completely wrecked ; all 
the single and double sculls are badly da- 
maged, some of them entirely destroyed ; and 
tho Canton four-oared boats are severely 
damaged, though thoy aro not so bad as to 
prevent their being repaired. Tho whole of 
these boats were laid oat on the ground be- 
fore the boat house, and presented a sight 
which mnst have mado many of tho athletes 
of Kobe sad, though not down-hearted ; the 
Autumn Regatta appeared on first thoughts 
to be doomed, but it is, we believe, intended 
to make an effort to bring it off, althongh it 
will probably bo later than the original fix- 
ture. Tho indomitable seal and pluck of 
tho rowing men of Kobe have overcome 
many difficulties, and this 
not baffle thorn. Behind the 1 
dressing-room was one moss of 
bers ; tho pavilon or grand sti 
other scene of havoc, and all the other build- 
ings on the Club's ground wero more or loss 
iged ; tbo trees on each side of the steep 
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lb. The boildiog stood at the corner 
would be most exposed to the galo ; 
le wind had got a hold on it under 



ing up to the grand 
and twisted, so that it 
possible to get through between them, 
other property belonging to the 
Regatta and Athletic Clab— the Theatre and 
Gymnasium — on the corner of the Recrea- 
tion Ground, which has boon almost com- 
pletely demolished, will be a severe loss to 
the Club, 
which 

and the wind had got 
the roof of the large open verandah; and 
the main portion of the building was over- 
turned, leaving the small reading-room stand- 
ing at the loft and the dressing-room at the 
right wing, both thoso small houses being 
partially unroofed. The space between them 
now is only a mass of broken timbers and 
tiles. The thatched roof of the Cricket 
Club's pavilion has been blown about con- 
siderably. At the Kobe Club, a brick wall 
and fence has been blown down on tho north 
side of tho grounds, and some of the out- 
booses slightly damaged ; round on the other 
sides of tbo Clob garden tho fonce has also 
been broken down ; and on the south corner, 
tho building used ns a bowling alley has a 
portion of the roof laid bare. At tho Gas 
Works, a large black fenoe has been blown 
down, and on tho roof of the main building a 
large quantity of tiles have been torn off. At 
the Kobe Iron Works, extensive damage bos 
been dono to the roofs of the machine shops, 
godowns, and other bnildings. The Kobe 
Paper Mill also received great damage, two 
corners of the extensive and substantial 



having been unroofed, and 
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tho gable and of tho boiler-house, a strong 
brick wall, blown in. Tho British Cons 11 hue 
promises hare sustained considerable dam- 
age, a godown with corrugated iron roof 
having been completely wrecked, and tin- 
servants' ho a Mm nro very much damaged. 
Two bouses in course of erection on Lot No. 
74 have been blown down ; a godown on Lot 
No. !'l, and a tea firing godown on Lot No. 
01 havo shawl the same fate. The Pro- 
testant Church hnn nlso been severely 
dnmnged, part of the roofing having been 
laid bare; the roof was thatched with bark, 
and it was easily blown away ; but a more 
serious question is tho alleged damage to the 
walls of the building, as they are said to have 
gone soveral inches off plumb ; tho small 
belfry also appears to bo twisted. All along 
tho Ura-maohi, or northern lionndary of the 
Concession, thoro is wreckage on every hand ; 
scarcely a house without some extensivo dama- 
ge, and many of them almost completely des- 
troyed. At Sanno-miyn Temple, tho force of 
the gale is well illustrated by tho scene of havoc 
which surrounds tho small wooden temple, 
which formerly wns shaded by some of the 
finoBt fir treca to be seen in this district. 
Two of tbeso trues have been lorn up by tho 
roots, both trees falling towards tho street, 
and their huge branches are broken in splin- 
ters. Tho largest of these two old firs of 
about three feet in diameter, and has a fino 
clean trunk of almost uniform width, over 
thirty feet in length under the first largo 
branches ; it has coma up by the roots, leav- 
ing a hole in tho earth four feet deep, and 
mare than twenty fcot across. Tho top 
branches camo crashing down on oue of the 
stone pillar lanterns at the portals of tho 
temple. The other treo which camo cp by 
the roots is considerably smaller than tho 
one just described. A third tree which con- 
sisted of two huge limbs, forked a few fcot 
from the ground, has also been destroyed, 
one of the limbs have broken clear across 
Itbont twenty or thirty feet from tho ground, 
and where it was about two feot iu diameter ; 
in falling, this treo smashed down the rear 
quarters of some small Japanese bouses. 
Another tree standing a short distance 
behind the temple, has a large limb brokon, 
and in its fall one of the branches struck on 
the ridge of the temple roof, "and made a deep 
holo in it. 

The Japanese houses, thickly packed in 
the streets of tho Nativo Town of Kobe and 
in Hiogo, do not seem to have suffered muoh ; 
bat at any place where a foreign-built bouse, 
by ite greater height, waa exposed to the 
fury of the gala, it has come in for its 
share of the exposed situation. On the native 
Bund, many young treca, more saplings havo 
been bent down to the ground, others broken 
across, mad some uprooted. Messrs. J. D. 
Carroll & Co.'s block, including the Hiogo 
Hotel, suffered considerable damage cspe- 
oially on the north sido of tho Buildings, 
where the wind oanght the roof and stripped 
off the over-hanging tiles and water spouts. 
At Kobe Railway Station, the damage was 
very extensive. Urge roofs of corrugated iron 
being blown away. Portions of the roofs 
have been blown off the following buildings : 
— .the station building, tho carriage shed, the 
running shod, the machine shop, and tho 
{teiasabop j and the stores godown is com- 
pletely wrecked. At Sanuo-miya Station, 
the fencing round the platform was nearly all 
blown down. Tho Hiogo Kencho grounds 
suffered by many young trees being damaged, 
and at the back of the Kenoho, a large brick 
wall was demolished. At Knsunoki Temple, 
th etrac* do not appear to b«! 



much, but some of the small shops in that 
neighbourhood wore considerably mixed up 
by roofing boards hoinsf blown about. On 
fho bnnks of tho Minatogawa extensive 
damage has been done to the splendid avenue 
of fino trees which lines tho banks of tho dry 
water couse, at least a doscn trees having 
been broken at the trunk fine trees having 
been broken at tho trunk or uprooted, while 
many more have lost large branches. On the 
east bank of the river-bed, a little up from 
the Ainibnshi, there used to be a tea-house 
of rather nico appearance, — a circular pavi- 
lion, with thatched roof of conical shape ; all 
that remains of it now is a few planks lying 
there and here, and the cone of thatch rests 
on tho gronnd, as if the supports had been 
blown out from below it. Further up, and 
on the west bank, beside the ten-house which 
is a favourite resort for many, a largo wooden 
pavilion wm erected for some special purpose 
in connection with the visit of H. I. M. the 
Mikado to the Minato-gawa, in July last ; 
this new house has entirely collapsed, and 
what little of it is not level with the ground 
on tho top of tho river bank, has the worse 
fate of being sent down tho further side into 
tho ditch by the side of the fields. 

As we havo already indicated, tho storm 
was not so severely felt in the harbour as it 
would have been had the wind como from an 
opposite direction ; but oven as it was, tho 
harbour haa its own talo to add to tho cala- 
mities of Sunday night. Two nativo boat- 
man are reported to havo been drowned, and 
several arc missing ; a houso-boat belonging 
to Messrs. Mourilyan, Heimann St Co. wont 
out to the P. A O. b.s. Sunda, and has not 
since been seen. A sen do in a cargo boat 
lying in tho Kastern Camber, was found 
dead yesterday morning ; ho had boon loan- 
ing over tho sido of tho boat, and his head 
was crushed against the Cambor wall. Six 
or seven sampans are said to have gone adrift 
from one of the hatobaa. Tn a few days, we 
fear there will be sad tales from the soa, 
for the storm was one of extraordinary 
severity, and has been felt probably all over 
the country. The damage inland has also 
most likely boon very great, as may be in- 
ferred from the fact that the telegraph lines 
from Kobe to Nagasaki and from Kobe to 
Yokohama are both broken. 

Our Osaka correspondent writes that there 
was a tremendous blow there from N.N.E. 
Many houses on the Concession were slightly 
damaged, and ono of tho large pine trees at 
tho northern ond of the Concession was 
blown 



Tho Boatbonse was blown down in yester 
day evening's (Oct. 3rd) typhoon, and all the 
boats are more or less injured. Tho Gym- 
nasium also collapsed. 



CHKroo.— Ono day last week tho walls of 
Tentai, [i. o. what is known as Chofoo, but 
which is not so] were placarded with flaming 
posters advising the inhabitants to kill tho 
Chinese " boys " [i.e. servants] in foreign 
employ, and then raurdor the foreigners 
thetnsulves. The Too Lai's attention was di- 
rected to tho matter by, I think, tho British 
Consul. The Taotai informed tho Consul 
that it waa tho work of some foolish person, 
and the announcement waa not issued by any- 
oue in antbority. Ho at tho same timo request- 
ed the Consul to inform his colleagues that no 
harm woe to bo feared from it. Before night- 
fall, tho Taotai had all the posters torn from 
the walls, and the inhabitants rested in peace. 



NEWGHWANQ. 

October 2nd. — Tho S. S. Eankuvmg has 
just mado her second visit from Shan-hat 
Quan (commonly called by ua " The Great 
Wall ") where a portion of the Celestial army 
is being transferred from Hankow. This 
steamer seems to be selected for carrying 
chiefly tho general, officers and their families 
and suites. Natives are acute and find that 
they could not bo bettor treated than they 
are on board tho S. S. Hani-wang. Some 
of tho coasting captains are much liked, and 
it is only necessary to travel with them in 
order to appreciate thoir kindliness. Flags, 
banners and other publio demonstrations 
may bo a satisfaction to some, but these 
honours do not appear to bo always lavished 
on the best man, and are cortainly not con- 
fined to tho only good ones. Well, the sol- 
diers already delivered at Shan-hai Quan 
amount to over 60,000, and about 10,000 
more will be landod. It is known by natives 
that penco is all but proclaimed between 
Russia and China, but it is thought nooeasary 
to bo prepared in case of further domanda by 
Russia, who, I suppoao, will get at 
£25,000,000 out of the Knldja affair, , 
in hard oash or territory ; more loans will be 
required, and gradually China will have a 
decent national dobt. When this debt has 
become of sufficient importance it will be 
tho making of tho country, whoso resources 
will have to be more fully nsed than they are 
now, in order to pay tho interest on the 
liabilities. Then mining and railways will 
bo general, and thero will be work and wealth 
for thousands of adventures. Let us ' 
therefore, for a Chinese national debt. 

About three miles from hero there are 
5.000 native troopB collected. Thoy oonld 
intercept an enemy bound here from Coren, 
but we trust thero will not be any necessity 
to koop such gentry iu our neighbourhood, 
for they are an awful nuisance to their 
fellows, and more or less dangerous to 
foreigners. 

What a tremondous expense the Chinese 
Government could have saved had telegraphy 
been allowed in China ! Then these troops 
need not havo boon moved at all, but of 
course for want of offioinl orders to the 
contrary, the original arrangomont must be 
carried out at a loss to tho taxpayers of at 
least a lakh of taels. 

Winter is coming in sharp. Thermometer 
shows about five degrees above frost. Geese 
and duck are plentiful. 

This year's harvest is likely to be a very 
plentiful one, and growers are very glad at 
the proBpeots.-iY-.-2. Daily Mm. 



Ou tho ICth inst., the Western 
held a Grand Council, tho first sinoe her 
recovery. All tho Princes and tbe Senior 
Members of the six Boards, as well as Chang 
How attended. Arbitration is to be resorted 
to for the settlement of tho Livadia Treaty ; 
one of tho foreign Ministers on one side and 
Li Hnng-chang on the other. — 8. Mercury 



Tbe Amoy QtxteiU learns that a serious 
street fight took place on tho night of the 
17th ultimo, at about half-past ten o'clock, 
liclween some thirty or forty Chinese and a 
few Japanese, outside Messrs. V. C. Brown A 
Co.'s store, Li n tow. The Chinese were armed 
with sticks and threw stones ut tho Japanese 
wbon the latter wore making their retreat. It 
happened at tbe timo that some of the native 
police belonging to tbe Deputy's Yoman were 
there and they made no attempt to prevent 
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TEA PACKING. 

A Urge to* packing house presents ft very 
different aoene from that two months ago. 
at the door one fontid lines of fifteen- 
bozos filled and waiting to bo soldered 
ap. Now, none. Next on* found fat bag* 
stacked up eight or ten feet high, banting 
with Pehling tea that escaped here and there 
through holes temporarily stopped with bam- 
boo leaves ; the bottoms of the bags mostly 
stained from contact with wet flights of 
mountain stairs npon which the exhausted 
coolie had set them down on the passage. 

Now, one finds but empty ©hosts, hundreds 
in number, squnre, deep, and strong, used 
for handling tbo tea in the factory. Ordinary 
toft chests would not stand the rough uaage. 

Farther on, one came to the dosen long 
doable rows of sifters facing each other, 
forty in a row, the mesh of some taking a 
pencil ; that of others refusing a pencil point, 
— sifting tea-leaf rough and bold that after a 
persuasive grasp or two in the hand, broke, 
and consented, leaf after a few shakes of the 
sieve, to bo stripped of some of the sappy 
leaf-edges and leaf ends and to appear below, 
the even and uuiform leaf which the tea 
drinker insists he must liavo, (/>fu<r tbo dust 
duo to the persuading.) The transformation 
in a rough leaf on passing the meshes of a 
coarse sieve, with a gontlo crush from the 
sifter's hands, enhances a rough bold tea 
much in value. 

In place of the rows of men then seen 
tilting and jerking their sieves in a monotony 
only broken by the Cantonese taskmasters' 
roll-call twice a day, before tho general meal 
of fish and rice, there is now to be seen only 
the bare floor of hardened earth, piles of 
empty benches stacked in a corner, and the 



in its 

or score of fanning mills are 
The trained hands are gone that 
tamed tho cranks with a uniform motion, 
sending the heavy tea, light tea, and flaky 
dust oacb down its respective spout separated 
never again to meet, unless haphazard, mixed 
in a Whitecbapel grocer's window. 

The tea leaf separated in these fanning 
mills, has been parted with at the smart loss 
of Tit. 8,000 on i3,500 picnls to the foreign 
buyer, 4bd has been lit go by the latter to 
the London dealer or auction-room kabitui. 
Tbo mills now stand still. The tea growers 
in tho hills who waited through June and 
Jnly for their money, have now been paid. 
The losses to the packers hero, however, bare 
been ae smart that there is little third crop 
tea now being packed in Foochow, and tho 
mills will rest until another May shall bring 
tho physical courage bred of hat blood back 
to the pftlo and dispirited native teamen. 
There are stacked up in this huge godown a 
few hundred packages of a native maker's 
brick tea wrapped m plaited l.amlxx; strips, 
bound in half bamboo and triply rattanned. 
Aside here, tho Chinese upper millstone is 
being turned upon the 
who k grinding tire tea 
ing mill. 

In these sycoo-boxce, sharp spades aro fall- 
ing upon tea stems, chopping them fine 
enough to go into the atemmy, dusty, 
mixture to which tbo seed-dust gives the 
strength while the chopped steams vouch for 
it's being tea. 

In the firing house, four Chinese rice- 
kettles, two foet across tbo mouth, set 
obliquely upon edge, turn the tea back in a 
shower over the hand of the stirrer, a wood 
tiro Doing Kept up in me Dncitwora 
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neath. Fire holes, scores in number, follow 
in rows the walls of the firing bouse, in each 
an iron pan placed, now filled and rounded 
with charcoal ready to bo lit. Placed over 
oach of these firos is a huge hour-glass-shap- 
ed basket-hood or muffler that shuts in all 
the heat of each fire to bnt one outlet — that 
through the tea sievo that chokes the throat 
of each basket. 

In those baskets is dried off, tho tea that 
comes in from the hills wet or flat from 
constant down-pours and from the first 
fermentation of the leaf. Those fires are out 
and all is still. 

Here too, on tho floor above, tho benches 
are empty where girls and women came — 
some too often— to throw oat the stems from 
the leaf, getting half a cent for removing 
thoso from the two catties of tea given them 
in wound bamboo-woven trays. 

The floor is now bare where we thoo saw 
the Ningteh tea brought to a uuiform abado, 
by ahaking in bags with a few Hpoonfuls of 
lamp black ; tbo balked upon tho floor, only 
to bo strewn 
the pore mu 
turn, buried 
funeral tea, and this again with blossoms, 
life upon death ; then both were rudely 
mingled together and put away in boxes for 
a night till the fragrance should have been 
robbed by the dead tea, and the faded flowers 
bo thrown aside, spent and worthless. 

Our round finishes at tbo shed where 
Chinese lads, out of long sheets of lead, are 
glibly making lead cases by moulding them, 
hatterlike, upon a box, and then running the 
soldering iron along the edges. Here, China- 
men in their natal costume, beside this huge 
four-hogshead vat of hat water, are washing 
off the dust and sweat of the day. Here are 
piles of wood for the hot tea- coppers, crates 
of up-river hardwood charcoal for tho firing 
pans and firing baskets. We must leave 
without the sight wo then had of the mad 
dcrvishdanoo of two Chinese, who, given a 
dozen pounds of tea stems under their sandals 
in a tray, perform about tho interior peri- 
phery a don hie shuffle, twist, and grind of 
the enemy under tho heel, that is cooler for 
the spectator, tho thermometer in the nine 
ties, than for the 
bodies the 
stems below 

Tho box factory is olsewbere. We enter 
on our homeward way. It is in another old 
disused tea hong occupied by foreigners in 
the days when money was made, tumbledown 
now and abandoned to Chinese. Inside, a 
few Chinese youth, eating a dollar's worth of 
rice each per month, are rapidly glueing and 
dovetailing together, by rough wholesale 
strokes, boxes by the score. Few nails are 
used, for these aro hand-made and cannot 
bo afforded. What a bungling " mending " 
tho merchant will pay for, when those frail 
cases reach the land of rough usage and 
coarse nails. 

Hero you see a bit of thin teawood ; there 
a bit of paper gaudily daubed with cardinal 
colours : a stroke or two ; side marries end, 
tho gaudy paper cover hides all joints, and 
tho catty boxes, gay with bird, buttertly, 
dragon and phcenix. are en roule to bo starud 
at in a provincial grocer's window. 

The only foreign devices we have noted in 
these busy establishments, where in the 
season 500 men and women are busy from 
daylight to dark, are a Fairbanks' scales and 
a Cauton-mads fire engine. Two red tapers 
stuck in tho earth at the door, burn for good 
luck, and good lock we mast wish. the patient 



performers from whose 
ition rolls into the tea 



Nearly 2,000 picnls this season have passed 
the sieves, one might almost say a leaf at a 
time. And so this year of hundreds of pack- 
ing houses, some in hamleta in the hills, 
some, as in Foochow, in cities ten to fifty 
miles from tho hills. Women have carried, 
each her picul. up and down the mountain 
pathways, twenty five miles a day, not com- 
plaining of their bent backs, nor once rudely 
jostled or insulted by " foreign coolies " from 
outside district* who come starving their 
way toward tbo work offering, their only 
food a double handful of salt in their girdlo 
to bito at before they drink, along the road. 
Boatmen at river marts havo fought pitched 
battles for the tea, upon the transport of 
which depended their livelihood. 

Probably all the tea leaving Foochow has 
been lifted np and down as much as if it had 
been carriod up one side of the great pyramid 
and down tho other, a score of times, Plenty 
of men have been roady to fight for the 
privilege of carrying it; plenty of 
too, under their loads, behind 
—Foochoic Herald. 



BIRTH8. 

On the EU> Ins ant, at No. 89-a 
Mrs. W. T. Aueraw of a son. 

At Highgnte. Middlesex, on the 4th instant, 
wife of A. R. C. UxssLwoon, of a daughter. 



MARRIAGE. 
At Trinity Church. Exmooth on the 
187V. Charlss Bill, formerly of the 
Steam Ship Co., Yokohama, to Ao 
widow of the lato Bjc**ju> Pbibto, 




Shipping. 



1.7M, pet 
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ARRIVALS. 

Oct S, Froh. str lWsii, Oe la 

back, to M. H. Co. 
Got. 6, FVch. str. Mentals*, H ornery, 1,*7», 

Hongkong, Hails and General, to M. M. Co. 
Oct. 8, Brit. str. BmgUn, Webster, 1.188, from _ 

don via Hoegkoag, General, to Smith Baker A Co, 
Oet. 5, Brit. str. OosKc, Kidley, 8,764. from Doos;. 

kong, Mails and General, to O. k O. Co. 
Oet. 6, Brit. str. Sunda, Beeves, 1.704, from 

koeg, via Nagasaki and Kobe, Mails i 

to P. 4 O. Co. 
Oct. 6, Jap. str. TotavVsrv, Hoeg, 1,042, 

Kobe, Mails and General, to M. R. M. 8. a. Co.' 
Oot. G, Jap. str. Kokonoyt-ifaru, Dithtefseo, 1 ISA, 

from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M, B. M. 

Oet. 8, Jap. str. OsniatMerw. Conner, 1,917, from 
8h*ngbai and porta, Hails and General, to M B 

M. 8. 8. Co. 
Oct. 7, Brit. str. KvphraU$. Mitchell, 

Kobe, General, to Smith, Baker A Co. 
Oot. 10, Brit. barn. Scottith #V»*ry, Tootes, TBO, 

Kube, pat in dimnaited, 
Oct. 10, Jap. str. WsAoMara-Mani, 

W Oo™ Kobe,-*", and CW., 
Oct. 11, Jan. »tr. SnmUU-Xaru. Hnbenet 896, from 

Oot. II, Am. ship SUUa, Werner, 15, from 1 



60, from Karile 



Islands. Gonoral to Captain. 
Oct. 12, Brit. schr. Otumt, Snow, 

Islands, 78 akins, to Captain. 
Oct. IS, Am, str. City of Tohio, Maary, 8,079, from 

San Francisco, Hails and General, to P. M. 8. 8- Co, 
Oct. 12, Jap str. Taunorn. A/aru, Cnrrnw, 668. from 

Hakodate, General, to M. B. H. rt. S. Oo. 
Oct. IS, lirit. str Parroctns, While, 1,608, from Loa- 

don, via Hongkong, General, to BntterfiaM A Swire, 
net. IS, Brit. barq. Bt*r Quern, Brookes, 236, from 

Nawohwaog, l»th Sept., Bona and Cake, to Tsl. 

taktoDg. 

H,°B. H. 8*8. Co. BUibMdCWW ' t0 
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Oc\ It, llrit str. Vurhgtrn, Alexander, 89 >. from 
Antwerp, vis Shanghai, General, lo Wilkin k 

K«*a.j*H>*-Mar«. Kokstr.od, 1,184. 
Coal, to M. B. M. 8. Co. 



Ik't. I I, Jap. 
fin.il Nl 



Campbell in 
^To Snn 



DEPARTURES. 

Oct 2, Jap. sir. A^oto-Jfaru, Walker. 1,603, for 

Hongkong fia Kobe, Mail* and General, drspatch- 

..1 l>y M. B. M. 8 8. Co. 
Oc' 2, Jap. str. Tamaura Maru, Carrew, fi6S, for 

Hnkodato, llaila and General, despatched by M. R. 

M. 8. 8. Co. 

Oct. J, Jap. itr. Wakanmro-.Varu, Christonacn, 

1,301', for Kobe, Mail* and lieneral, despatched by 

M. B. U. 8. 8 Co. 
Pet. 8, Frch. atr Tanai*. D« la Mareelle, 1,735, for 

Hongkong. Malls and General, dcepatobed by M. 

M. Co. 

Out. r>, Gar. achr. Solid, Wioac, SOU, for Newel, wang, 

lUHast, dospatcbo'l by Chines'*. 
Dei. 5. Car. achr. IIkM, Ploolx, 310, for Newehwni>g, 

Hnllnat, despatched by Jardinc. Matbesou A t'o. 
Oct. 5, Froh. atr. Tauii, De la Msrcelle. 1 .735, for 

Hongkong. Mails and General, despatched by M. 

Oct 6, Jap. atr. Tahuagoilaru, Young, 1,230, for 
Shanghai and ports, llaila and General, doei'ateh- 
rd, by M. B. H S. 8. Co. 
Oct. G. Ger.bq. (Wtd, Kloinmaun, 445, for Nsgasaki 
ILalbut, despatched by P. I'ohm. 
Tor Jap. air. Jfofcoaoya-lfaru, from Hakodate : — 
2 Japanese in cabin, and I0ZJ Japanese in steerage. 
Oct 8, Jap. atr. To*ai-m«ru, Hogg, 1.01!, for Kobe, 
■ 1 by M. II. M. 3 8 



ot. 8. Jap. 
Hakodate, 



atr. Shinaj. 



Co. 



u, Walker, i 
by M. B. I 



S, for 
, 8. 8. 



Oct. 9, Brit. atr. OaeUe, Ridley, 2,754, for San Fran- 
cisco, llaila and Geuernl, deapntcbed by O. at O. 

On. 

Oct. 10, Brit. atr. Sun do, Beeves, 1,704, for Hong- 
kong, Mail* and General, despatched, by P. & 0. 
Co. 

Oct. It, Brit atr. BupHrotra, Mitchell, 1,199, for 

New Turk, via China porta, Tea, despatched by 

Brobvh, Baker k Co. 
Oct 11, Brit. Mr. Bmstos, Webster, 1,198, for Kobe 

General, despatched by Smith. Baker A Co. 
Oct IS, Jap. atr. tfewaW-Maru, Conner, 1,917, for 

Shanghai and porta, Mails and (ion oral, despatch 

edbyM. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Oct 14, Am. atr. City «/ Tohio, Manry. 5.079, for 

Hongkong, Mails and General, despatched by P. 

M.C* 



James Taylor. T. Whitcly, and Alex 
cabin. To Uradon : Mc*m<. Carlos Mnnat 
Chnmherlain, and J II. Oubbina in oabin 
Frnncisoo : Cnpt. Geo. Korauer. v.s,».. Cept J. 
Kowrll. Lieut Davenport, v * »., Ml . Wallroth, Lleot. 
J. H. S ttcui, U.S.H., Msasrx. J. II. Ferine, J. Mori- 
mora, ami M. Sbigio in cabin j 3 Kuropoao, and 2 9 
Chinese in ateerag-. 

Per ll.it. sir. .Vunrla for Hongkong : -Mr. and Mrs. 
Phelps, Dr. OTtrien. Mcosra. J. Biwot, J. Pcarce. 
J. Campbell, snd J. Ho*s in cabin ; 1 European, 1 
Portuguese, and 1 Chinese m steerage. 

Per Jap. str Sumvia-Marv, fiom Hongkong sin 
Kok*:— Mossr* B. C. Kirby, H. J. Hawkins, M. A. 
Goruier. Oppenheiiuer, and N. Sagara iu oauiu ; Gil 
Jupunese in atoerage. 

Per Jap. str. Irokdfcoura-Jfaru from Kobe 84 
Japanese in steeruge. 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio from San Francisco: — 
Mr. and Vlrs. J Dougherty, Dr. and Mrs. H. N" 
Kemet. MWa K. M. Ksrgennt, Mrs. J. Middleton, 2 
children, and servant. Mrs- J. H. Harris, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sydenatrinkcr, Messrs E. Bunt U. J. Darby, 
M. Yamurichi, Tboa. Webb, C. E. Manning. Cum 
(long T. y. Oscar Fl.nech. S. B Ladd. 11. H. Sar- 
gea.it J. McD. Gardiner, 8. Whiaaki. W. S. Siimplo, 
Artlmr hVidgnts, Kcr. IT. C. Mayer 0. B. < otton. 
P. F. Cotton, A Oknwa, A. E. HresLur. Lient K B. 
Rnrry, t:.a.M., It. Pldgeon, J. McCotchen, and M. 
fiatsulo in cabin ; and 9 Bteeragc. For llonckotig : 
M ins E Mathews and Mr. E.l\ Hughe, in cabin; and 
509 Chinese iu steerage. 

Per Jap. str. CWai.lfarn for Shanghai and 
tort*: — Mrs. R. Kirt.y aud infaut. Mnjor Arnold, 
ilr wis. J. S. Egar, M. R. Gray. T. Sample. K. A. 
Cambperort F. dr. Cirmior, H. Ilngart, C. 13. Man- 
ning, J. S. Andoraon, Wntors. Bct. Garril, C. K. do 
Heirs. G. do Cnstoro. nod 46 Japa.ieae iu cabin. 

Per Jup itr. Hiroshima-Miiru from Shanghai and 
ports : — Mr. and Mrs. Hylra, Mr and Mrs. Lino*, 
Psynimter and Mr«. Hottt. Mm. Scott, Messrs M- 
M. Hair, Mawlwod, Duncan, Hailer, Martin. Robde, 
Fuller, Wbsekler, Faiohley. and H Japanese in cabin ; 
4 European, 0 Chinese, aud 369 Japanese in steerage. 



PAS8ENGERS. 

Per Jap. itr. Ntwafo-Jfaru for Hongkong via 
:— Viaoounl de Galard. Marquis de Canolle, 
Moans. G. H. Pritohard, II. Maegrogor, F. G. Scale, 
Frank Bona and. 1 Japanese in oabin. 

Per Froh. atr. Taaaii. for Hongkong : — Messrs. 
Martin do Kord, lto, Bieber, and Mr. and Mrs. 
WvUia in oabin. 

Per Froh. sir. Mental**, from Hongkong :— Messrs 
Micbimem, Maimchi, Ousliul, Cirelta, Dell Oro. 
Velini, Sario, Ottoloui, Inaelrmi, Chibourg, Dergone. 
tais, Bing, and llnot in oabin. 

Per Bait atr. Suada, from Hongkong, ria Nagasaki 
Kobo : — Mr. and Mrs. Brent, it children aud 



Yoko. 

San 
Chin 



REPORTS. 



and _ 

servant, and 2 Chinese on deck. 

Per Brit. str. Qatlie, from Hongkong for 
hnma I — Mr. and Mrs. It Deacon i 
Vrutj CISCO : Cnpt. J. Bowoll in cabin j 
cm in ateorage. 

Per Jap. atr. Talaiajo-Mnru, for Shnngbai and 

pesin: Mrs. Irwin, Mis* Irwin, Miss Emory, Miss 

M. E. Jsck&on, Messrs. W. E. Drnmroood, J. B. Jack 
»oi>, T. Walsh, C. Oiley, C. Bobde, G. Wilsou, aoc 
0. J. Tarring j and 16 Japanese in oabin. 

The Japanese atoamer K''jlicrao^«..Viii-u. reports: — 
Jjsft Hakodate at 6 a.m. on the 4th inatsut. Ex- 
perienced moderate N. winds with clear weather to 
Kinkasan. Hence to port strong NX winds, with 
thick weather. Arrived in Yokohama at 4 p.m. on 
tbr. 6th. Towage 67 hours. 

Per Jap. itr. Oraiai-Morsj, from Shanghai aod 
porta s— Hon. Geo. F. Seward, Mrs. Seward, 3 chil- 
dren and European maid, Mrs. E. L. Browning, Mrs. 
Kobins, Messrs. B. F. Bon.field, E. Earn an, S. Bryan, 
A. aillingbam, L L. Fobes, G. Hamilton, W. G. 

Mathews, Lyall d 16 Japanese iu cabin j and 8 

Euiop. an, 204 Japanese, and 2 Cbinoto in ibserage. 

Par Brit. str. Oarltr, to Paris :— H. K Cheralier 
W. do Stoetwcgeo and Madame in cnbln. To H»vre : 
Mr. Blyiir Monde* in oftbin. To Liverpool : 



The British ateamer Benylotf reports: — Heft Houg- 
Vong on fept I7th at 1 p.m. Experienced strong 
N. E. gal. s with high asa and henry head awoll from 
obanuel to Tan Dieraan'a Strait*. Hence 
to port moderate aud fresh N. and N. E. winds, with 
clear weather. Arrived iu Yokohama at 6 p.m on 
the Slh lust. Passage 7 days. 

The British steamer Svnda, reports : — Left Kobe 
on tho 4th i.ut Bxperienoed N. N. E. and N. W. 
winds with clear weather. Arrived iu Yokohama at 
8 a.m. on the 6th inat 

The British steamer QatUe reports : — Left Hong. 
koug at daylight on tbo 26th Heptember. Had fine 
weal her to Lnmock lala 1 d, but high confused so*, 
and strong S W. current. On th« 27th September, 
barometer failing rapidly, wind N.W. weather ugly 
and threatening i 4 p-m. wind commenced to haul to 
the North, at 6 p.m. lay too for 12 hour* ; tho wind 
having gone to the 8.E. and barometer rising, pro- 
ono led full apeed. 

Tbo following is tbo reading of barometer with 
direction of wind at time. 

Noon £9.42 Wind N.W Morning 88th Sept. 

1 am. 29.43 N.E. 

.46 N.E by E. 
.47 E byN. 

.50 - 



steady ; at 1 a.m. on the 2nd, the barometer com- 
mended to fall rapidly and fell from 29.0 1 until 10 
a m., when it ahewed 28.16, wind blowing with hur- 
ricane force, and heavy raiua ; at 11.80 a.m. wind 
shifted to 8. E. then to N. E. round by north, and 
settled into W. N. W. blowing hard for three hours, 
the weather cleared. The ihip as shewed by 
of wind must have paaatxl close to the centre, 
the aturm recurring to the N.E. Passed Oo-ahima at 
9 p.m. on the 4th Oct., and arrived at Yokohama at 
midnight of Uio 6th. 

Tho French steamer Vriuakh, reports .—Left 
Hongkong on the 26th Heptembor at 6 p m. in flue 
weather ; passed throoeb tbe Formosa channel and 
nt 4 p.m. on tbe 27th, three miles east and wast of 
Lameck. Aa tho wind freshened from N.N.E.. and 
the barometer fell rapidly to 7 19 there was no laager 
any doubt that a typhoou wsa coming; I made 
every preparation to receive it, aud availed myself 
of tbe time still nt my disposal to get sea-room. At 
9 p m. the barometer was at 746, and a storm blow, 
tug from S. I N.E. 

The wind blew with enormous violence, tbe sea 
was in uproar, the horison not to be distinguished 
from tho *ky. At midnight on tbe 27th, the baro- 
meter stood at 74 t ; the wind veered to the right ; 
about 1 a.m. wo were close to the centre, ssul about 
2 am. the wind wnsE.S E., tbe barometer oommenoed 
to rise, and 1 t-i*d to get awny as quickly aa possible 
from the hurricane. At 3 a m. the barometer bad 
risen to 7 19, at 4 a.m. to 753. We resumed our course 
towards N. E., the ship labouring heavily. On to* 
pretty fair. On tbs 
1st October we reached Van Dionwo at 6 p.m. ; the 
sttneot leaving ns no doubt about the weather that 
was in store for us. At 9 p.m. we were north and south 
of Sateno Mimki. The wind blew from N.E., the 
»bip wiib in u very dangerous position, Out engine 
making 60 revolution* notwithstanding the auie of 
the era and tho galo Tho ship trembled aod received 
terrible shocks, but it was of paramount importance 
to get out of tho straits ; at 1 ajn. we had advanced 
lli miles, but it became impossible! to continue oar 
rate of »peed uu ens wo ritkod breaking tbe engine 
and thus hxwe all hope ; 1 rodaoed the speed to SI 
revolution* and continued my route Eastward ; the 
wind and the waves were .getting more fierce, we wan 
constantly enveloped iu rain, eeawnter and wind, anil 
could diatingniah neither sua uor sky. We had met 
a furious typhoon, and the ceutro of it was oomine 
upon us ; the barometer was still at 7S2. 1 took such 
measures as tlse circumstances required ; it wan > 
terrible night, we had no idea whither ws 
were drifting, and might at any moment be crash' 
ed on tbe neighboring coast. At daybreak on the 
2nd, which did not differ from tbe night tbe 
centre approiiched, the ahip labouring enormously; 
daring the whole day the wind increased, the bero- 
constantly falling ; nt 8 p.m. it 
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in starboard quadrant of typhoon, storm 
having veered to southward of ship's position. Had 
cloudy weather to tho inlsnd*. eVpt 80th, 11.15 p.m 
tho sooth-coat end of Tuksro Sima, bore north 
distant 4 miles ; wind N.E. with a very heavy «well 
from the eastward. October l'l, wind *toatlv from 
N.K. w th sloady bttrotnetor until midnight, wheu 
tbe wind commenced to haul t • the oostward. and 
tbe barometer to fall, ana very high and confused, 
ship standing lo eastward to get eea room. As 
soon aa possible brought ship up on starboard 
tack, engines going at a spaed to keep ship's head to 
sea, ship in tbo starboard semicircle of a typhoon, 
that was moving to tbo N.W, and net fa 
line from noon Octobor 1st to noon Oct 2nd, wind 
N. E. to E. 8. E. an 



meter was slowly but conalan' 
was still at 752, the night was t 

itood at 749, at 4 a.ra. at 740, at 8 a.m. 
at 738, nt 10 at 737 with variations of 4 millimeters 
The state of tho eoa and tbo storm defy descrip- 
tion, the wind veering to Uio North, tbe bsxotneter 
rising tbo typhoon changed iu course and left 
us. At noon the wind was N.E., tbe baro- 
meter rose to 740 ; at 2 pa. Uio gusts of* wind 
which hitherto had been uninterrupted, became less 
oontinunns, the barometer stood at 742; at 4 p.m. 
tho weather cleared up, tbe sun shone aud wo obtoia 
ed an observation. The weather became fine, and ws 
proceeded slowly on our route towards N.E. j during 
the night wo got a strong breeze from N E., but ths 
weather was pretty fair. At uoou on tbe 4lh we night*! 
Oosimo, and at 3 p.m. on UieSth we arrived at Yoko- 
hama. Thoeteamorwus touch attained by this exoep- 
■ laborious voyage, but lass a ~ 



Yokohama, 6th October, 1880. 
The Commander of the i/maitk 



The American steamer City of Tokia reporta :— 
Sailed from San Francisco on Hept 20th at 2 p m. To 
>rpt. 27th bad light variable winds and 6 no wea- 
ther. Sept. 28th to 80th fre*l. galea from W.N W. 
aud N.W. with rough ana from S.N W. Oat. 1st 
oommooced moderate 8.W. gnte, nt Sjim. auddeu 
chango to N.W. dark cloudy sky and heavy rain, 
rough sea, barometer 80.10. Oct. 3itl iu deratw ga>U- 
from 8.8. E. dark cloudy sky anil hn*vy rain witn * 
heavy 8 S.W. aud N.W. sea nin'iiug, barometer 30 iS 
nt 4 u.m., barometer 30.10 at 7.30 am. aaddea 
change to W.N.W. barometer 29.75. Nooo utm g 
gale from N.N.E. and heavy aqasils. Latter part 
ating wind N.E. aud theuoe lo Yokohama 
variable winds and fine weather. Arrived Oat. Uth 



vis i moo**, ftl 
ind I variable 
MHilatlO.10 
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COMMERCIAL OII^OXJL^.K/. 

Shoeing Duties payable, Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 14 days from 

lrt October. 1880, to the 14th r 



Purchases of imports hare 
hy natives direct hare txscn 



on the market. 

COTTON.— Yaa» 
as follows -.-16-24; 80.569 bales; 
WOOLLENS —Inanimate. 
METALS.— 8mall demand, and pr 



IMPORTS. 

within the peat two days, but upon a very limited scale and at reduced price* Some trial importations 
and hare resulted unfavourably in companion with those imported by foreign hou*u and offered for sale) 

reported reach 811 bales against 3,395 for the preceding period , making a total of 68,110 bales for the ; 
2S-32 12.607 bales,- 33-43; 1,831 bales; DoubloS, Ac. ; 1 .030 bales ; andlndian; <U S3 bales. 



inul. 



SCOAK. — White lower; Formosa brown shown an advance of a few cents per plcul all round. 
KEBOSINE.— An upward tendency owing to ftrmer prices in New York. Por October delivery $1.95 ; November $8.00. 
133 lbs. = 1 Ptcnl. 100 Dollars Mexican . 



. 311 Silver Booa. 



COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14 lbs. ... 

Prints, assorted, 24 „ 80 „ 

Satins (cotton) 

8hirtings, Grey, 384 yds. 89 in. 7 lbs. ... 

.. 38» 30 „ 8* 

» •» 3*4 m 45 tl 9 ... 
T. Cloth, 82 in, ft lba 

M 7 /» in mam ... 

24 yds. 30 in. 3 lbs. ... 
24 „ 30 „ 24 „ 
24 .. SO „ 2, „ 
84 „ SO „ — @ 8 lbs. 

35 „ St 

12 „ 48 



Velvets (black) 
a Lawns, 



„ 43 ,, 
COT! ON YABN. 



Nos. 



12 

16 ft 24 
23 ft 32 
88 ft 42 
SS doubled 
42 .. 
60 „ 
i, No. 8,10 

:: :: la 

„ 18 
., 20 



WOOLLENS AND MiriUBE8. 

. 32 in . . . ... ... ... 

rted, 7 lbs. ... 

0 lbs 

„ ,. 6 lbs 

Camlet Cords, 80 yds. 32 in 

Cloth, all wool, 64 ft 04 „ 

PUots, 54 ft 64 

64 ,, 



30 yds. 81 in 

40 ft 42 yds. S3 in. . 
* stripes), 24 yd*. 31 in. . 




8TJGAB. 



White, Jimpah, No. 1 
Khinpaii, 



3 
4 



Kokfah. 
,, Rung-fun, 

„ Gnihpah, „ 6 

Brown, Formosa, bags 

n ■< baskets 

,, Amoy ... ... ... ... 

METALS 4c 

Iron, Flat and Bonnd 




MITT OALCULATtTJ 
IK 



0.0241 T> 10 yds. 
0.0241 .. „ 
0.0643 „ „ 
0.0281 „ .. 



0.0241 
0.0241 
0.0241 
0.0241 
0.0643 
0.0321 



$20.75 (. 32.00 V P«l 
35.76 f. 36.00 , 
42.26 



1.6077 f plcul. 



0.0905 V 10 yds. 
1.0077 V picnl. 
1W77 , ,. 
1.6077 „ „ 

0.0065 ¥ 10 yds. 



i O.MIJ unefcr 



O.MIJ unefcr as In. to 

In width «■ ID yds. 
THOyds. 



,, u 

M 

«> >, 



DD*TY PAID. 



V I*- 



1.70 

2.05 ft 2.22 
2.22 ft 2.60 



1.65 ft 1.75 



7.75 ft 8.23 „ 

0.10 "(T^o, ;: 



80.80 

31.00 « 31.60 



0.42J 



-— 4? lb. 



0.171 ■ 



^0.8815 T> picul. 



0.0966 V P«cu>- 



0.1930 „ ,. 
0.S851 f> lSOlhs. 

6 "/„ ad mlonm. 



$7.60 ft 

7.00 ft 

6.60 (? 

6.00 S 

6.80 ft 
4.25 
4.10 



8.00 
7.30 
6 80 
6.40 
6.50 
4.30 
4.15 
3.60 



Vpcl. 




KOKixai. 

QtrOTlTIOXS. 




26.00 

26.50 ft 24.00 

80.00 

30.00 ft 3150 
31.00 (a 81.50 

31.00 

82.00 

32.00 



$6.50 ft $7.00 
0.40 ft 0.48 
0.40 ft 0.46 



4.00 



U.30 

o.eo 
0.35 
0.25 
4.ao 

5.50 

0.161 

0.26 



5.00 
1.50 

0.00 
0.70 

0.00 

0.40 
4.75 



ft- 6.70 
ft 0.10. 
(. 0.40 



$2.70 ft $3.10 

2.66 ft 8.40 

1.40 ft 1.60 

6.80 ft 6.00 



8.80 ft 465 
1.95 ft 2-00 



1,770 
750 



mi 
10 



;, a j,.,.. 



98 
78 



1,000 



Stock S40,OX> 
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SILK. — Our last report waa dated 30th ultimo. Daring tho put two weeks, business hu continued on ft bout tho muds scale as reported in our 



In HsnJtt buyer* appear to consider that tho higher grades sro relatively the choapost, and in these and good medium hare alone 0] 

i show no change. Filatures hare been currently dealt in at the decline last noted j ths 



• appear to oonffidei 
re kept off the market and 
parcels (rivet cause for 

"Shortly after oar last holders gars way (or Kakedaa and a decline of 990 Is to be noted in medium 
however, held for extreme rates. The above mentioned decline has produced more business in th' 
Shipment* continue to be made to some extent by Japanese, both to Europe and the United States. 

600 bales. 8tocks hare increased and are estimated at 6, 

KxroftT ros Season. 1979-80, 

1,008 

and Italy 1,640 

1.119 .. 

9,776 Bales. 



ted t the lower 



1880-81. 

!>32 Bales. 
1.946 M 
13*0 „ 

3,128 Bales. 



TEA. — Notwithstanding the unfavourable advices from the United State*, which have come in by wire pretty freely within the last two or three 
-i continue fairly maintained) the only actual decline on quotations given at commencement of the month is 
id these classes require even more than the concessions made by native holders to be at all safe. 
Common chaffy-leafed Teas, with, in most cases, very poor water, being dark and rank in tho cup, have been purchasable at 
picul. Good Common commands from $14 to $16. Medium remains much as last reported. C 
—serial alteration. 

Settlements since 2nd instant amount to 9,400 pkuls and arrivals coming in but slowly stocks are somewhat reduced bat still i 
piculu to hand in the port. 

We understand the S. S. Arnelo. has obtained a large proportion of cargo for New York @ 48.10/ and will have ep*edv < 
via China ports and Sues Canal. The American ship Sowar is also loading for Xew York -win promised despatch about 1st I 
40 cubic feet. 



DESCRIPTION. 



8ILK:- 



,1,62 Hanks 
9 *j 

3 «3« ,. 

i Med. to Best 
I Beat to extra 
Medium to Good 



Common. 
Good I 

Medium 

Good Medium ... 
Fine 



... ... 



... ... 



80D 
Awabi 



Camphor 

China Root 

Coals, Japanese 

• ... ... ... .*. 

n»h 

Note 

( 70 a 80 pes. per catty) 



(1O0 a 130 

Isinglass 

M ash rooms 

Bfc? M * d ... ' l 

Be* weed, fine out green 

., Large gicen 
Sharks* Fins 
Sulphur 

Tobacco, Common 
Vegetable-wax 



) ... ••■ 



... ... 



••• ... 



PRICES PER PICUL. 



9 &oo to 

485 to 



510 
490 



per picul. 



400 to 475 

560 to 610 

610 to 650 

670 to 600 



9 1 2.00 and under per pfcul. 
14.00 to 16.00 „ 
17.00 to 19.00 „ 
20.00 to 2200 „ 
94.00 to 27.00 ,. 
28.00 to ?0.00 „ 
32.00 and upwards 



117.00 



40.0.1 
18.00 

9.00 
460 



9.00 
0.60 
0.98 
90.00 
21.60 
6.80 
960 
2.40 
1.20 
26.00 
0.80 
6.00 



1.80 



to $38.00 per picul. 
to 44.00 „ 
to 41.00 „ 
to 18.60 
to 4.10 „ 
to 6.60 por ton. 
to 19.00 per picul. 
to 1450 „ 
to 9.50 

to 0.76 per catty, 
to 0.62 H 
to 28.00 per picul. 
to 36.00 „ 
to 6.30 „ 
to 8.80 „ 
to 4.90 „ 
to 2 90 „ 
to 46.00 „ 
to 1.20 „ 
to 7.80 „ 
to 16.50 
to 2.00 „ 



Finn. 



Quoted by the Yokohama General Chamber of Com- 



EXCHANGE. 



Ok London. — Rank 4 months' sight ........ 

„ ,. do bight 

„ Credits 6 moittns 

u h do. 4 

„ Paw*.— Bank Bight 

„ „ Credits. r. months' sight 

.. 8BUSOHA1.— Bank Sight...... 

...10 days' sight 




have ruled very weak for the put two 



— .lank Sight 

Private 10 days' sight... 

SOO— Bank. Sight 

„ Private 30 days' sight „ 

Nxw Yobk.— Bank, Sight ...... 

Private 80 days' sight ..... 



I pretn. 
i 



JVi«4.d eocl yW>IuA«d 5y tht Pnfrittm. W. H. Tauot ssvd J. E. Amum, at tU "Jar** Oax»tts " Q§«4, Wo. 70, Mam street . ToMutma. 
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DEATHS. 

At midnight on tho 15th Oct. at 9S0-B Bluff, 
Maubjcz Fituikald, of Yokohama, aged 25 years. 

At No. 149, Bluff, Yokohama, on the 19th int., 
Mr. Jams Grat, in his 68th year. 

At No. 71, Yokohama, Tillbt, daughter of Mr. 
I. Bnsb. aged 2 years sod 10 months. San 
Francisco papers please copy. 

On the 26th instant, at No. 127, Bluff, Ekilt 
Maria, the belorcd wife of Jokm Chaulss Csiit< 
bum, M. B. M. S. S. Co.. and daughter of Major 
Markham D. Kittoe, H. E. 1. C. S. 



S U M MARY. 

OUR last summary was dated 16th instant 
for despatch per M. H. steamer Volga, 
to Europe via Marseilles, and to America, per 
Oceanic. The following mails hare been 
received: — 

M. M. B. Tanait, Marseilles Sept. 6 and. Oct II 
0. A O S. Btlait, San Francisco Oct 2 „ „ 22 
M. B. M. NOjala-Man, Hongkong, 



And tlio following have been forwarded : — 

M. M S. Fatea, Marseilles Oct. 17 

0.40.3. Oe«mie, San Franciseo 81 

P. A O. 8. Malacca. Hongkong „ 22 

The financial position, the source of bo 
many difficulties to the government, shows 
no sign of improvement. Tho currency, 
which was quoted at 1(50 in oar last, rapidly 
declined until 180 was reached, at which 
figure it nominally stands as we go to press, 
though no purchases of specie are possible at 
that rate. 

So very important are the relations be- 
tween the national finances and the condition 
of commerce, that a brief review of tho posi- 
tion will be nsefnl. For the past ten years 
the specie requirements of the government 
have averaged ten million dollars per annum 
at least. To obtain this sum fiat notes 
for gold yen were issued ; and for some years 
specie was procurable in exchange for these 
notes at par. Two or three years ago tlio 
government provided for their foreign liabi- 
lities in part by shipping rice for realisation 
in Europe, the proceeds being appliod to th 
liquidation of loan instalments, armaments, 
dec. There having been no surplus revenue, 
the redemption of any portion of those notes 
has been impossible ; while inflation has taken 
place in various ways, chiefly by the issue of 
large sums wherewith to purchase govern 
ment capitalised pension bonds at a large 
discount. For 



: 



these notes the government 
; and as the supply is far in 
excess of the national internal requirements 
of the people the usual couseqnonccs have 
ensued ; and kinsatan are at a heavy discount. 
This awkward situation is made worse by 



b ; 

with trade. Find- 
ng it impossible to exchange paper directly 
for specie, the finance minister, by his agents 
the official trading companies, purchases tea 
and silk at market prices in specie, paying 
therefor in paper at an agreed rata of ex- 
change, usually about 25 per cent, in excess of 
tho rate for silver. The goods so obtained are 
shipped by foreign agents, and upon the 
documents a foreign bank has advanoed 80 
per cent of invoice vaJuo. The effect of this 
suicidal, and indeed mad policy is most 
serious. The people, who have always relied 
upon their produce as means of payment for 
imports, are deprived of the silver they would 
receive from foreign purchasers, because it is 
absorbed, and will bo shipped away by the 
government; and on the other hand, the 
already excessive currency is being added to 
by every fresh purchase of produce. 



o.l.OOO.OOO yen. This year tho entimities (its 
00,000,000; but this sum, even with the 
strictest economy and retrenchment, must be 
quite insufficient ; and the administration 
will be brought to a dead-lock for want of 
funds, tho only specie obtainable being from 
! tho customs, and that is partly hypotliccated 
for foreign loans. 

In order to divsrt suspicion from the true 
causes of depreciation of government notes, 
the ministers responsible have endeavourod 
to cast the odium upon foreign trade, by 
doclaring that an annual excess of imports 
has drained the country of its precious 
metals. That this is utterly untrue ; and that 
foreign trado is a source of considerable 
comparative profit, bsve boen demonstrated ; 
but it will not suit the policy of these 
ministers to confess their mistake, and the 
cry has penetrated the country where the 
people are resolving to abstain from tbe use 
of imported goods. 

Thi Kobe chamber of commerce has 
adddressed a letter to the foreign minister* 
in relation to trade stagnation. The docu- 
ment is too general in its term* to be of 
service ; and, apart from the error of appeal- 
ing for tbe adoption of a policy calculated to 
increase tho odious import trade, tho 
expediency of foreign ministers remonstrat- 
ing against the financial policy of a nation, 
may well be called in question. 

NirraxB tbe residents of Yokohama, nor oar 
local chamber of commerce, have adopted any 
measures calculated to check official invasion 
of trad*. They seem indifferent and apathe- 
tio ; and the impression of men of all no* 
iionaliliea appear* to be that until the anxi- 
ously looked for return of Sir Harry Parke*, 
H. B. M. minister, all protest* will bo Tain, 
and affairs will go from bed to worse. 

Thi British ship Oilumvm, from Hong- 
kong to San Francisco, passed on tbe 
8th instant in latitude 29 S .27'N. and longitude 

, all boats 




all article* of common use baa doubled in the 
last two year*. Thi*, of coarse, reacts upon 

EsJy srss'v; %Jztz 



131°.50' E., dismasted, deck store in, 
lost, Ac., making for this port. The only 
vessel of H.B.M. navy in port when the new* 
arrived was the gun-boat Fly, which was said 
to be quite unfit for towing service of any kind. 
U. 8. Admiral Clits very kindly placed the 
Steafaro at tbe service of the naval authori- 
ties, bnt the offer was declined, the Gamut, 
then in Kobe, being notified of tbe affair by 
telegraph. The Comtu has since arrived here 
where she now lies, and tbe Cilurnvm is left 
without assistance, notwithstanding 
master asked most earnestly to be 
Tbe Fly has sinoe left in search. 

Thi Autumn meeting of tho Nippon Race 
Club, favoured by glorious weather, has 
Droved si . 



I? 
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NATIONAL BANKS. 

Til HE apparent hopelessness of the 
J. financial position is exerting an 
influence at once prejudicial to foreign 
trade and grievously injurious to the pro- 
gress of Japanese commerce and indus- 
try. Any research, therefore, calculated 
to throw light upon the causes of the cm- 
harriissments cannot fail to yield interest- 
ing and useful results, and, perhaps, in 
the last resort, tend to check the further 
abuse of the natural laws governing the 
issue of currency which is not value in 
itself, nor even conveys a promise of value 
on surrender at any definitive named 
period. 

There is a party in Japan, among 
whom we feel justified in including the 
government, or some members of tho 
government, holding to the belief that 
a government, by its official and 
absolute decree, can give to that which 
baa no appreciable value in itself a 
continuing, commercial purchasing power. 
Dealing with this theory an eminent 
American financier recently said that an 
attempt to put it in practice was made in 
fact, thought not in form, by France, tho 
Southern Confederacy, and the United 
States, and in each instanoe the un- 
dertaking was a failure. Further, it is to 
be said that the history of the world 
furnishes no evidence of the success of 
the experiment in any country or in any 
age. There have been three trials by three! 
different governments, under differing 
conditions, at times quite remote from 
each other, and each and every of tho 
trials was a signal failure. To these 
attempts to supplant real with flat money, 
and their inevitable failure, we must add 
the financial policy of his excellency 
Okvma, ex-finance minister. 

The declaration of the finance minister 
that , the gross issue of paper amounts 
to 103,000,000 yen, of which 40,000,000 
at least iB held in reserve and tem- 
porarily withdrawn from circulation, 
is insufficient to. account for the in- 
creasing depreciation, and we are forced to 
the conclusion that the finance minister 
is deceived in the sum issued and still 
afloat, or that there are other material 
caused affecting the value of the nation's 
currency. Speculation upon the possible 
other causes at once leads to consideration 
of the influence of the national banks. 

With certain modifications the national 
bonk system founded in the United States 
in 1868, has been adopted by Japan. By 
the rules a national bank may be founded 
in tb is country by any number of persons 
not less than five ; the capital in any 
instance to be not less than yen 100,000, 
except that in towns containing a popula- 
tion of 100,000 or more, the capital of 
each bank must not be lesB than yen 
200,000; but the finance minister has 
power to sanction a reduction of capital to 
a sum not less than 50,000 yen, when the 
interests of trade or of small communities 

Not lest 



four-fifths of the capital subscribed must 
be invested in government bonds, upon 
tho deposit of which in the treasury cir- 
culating notes may l>e issued equal in 
amount to the par value of the bonds. 
The notes are receivable at par in Japan ; 
and in all payments to and from the 
government, except for duties on imports 
and exports, interest on the public debt, 
and in redemption of kinsatHU ; and by 
special decree the notes of each bank are 
separately made legal tender for all 
debts, including those contracted prior to 
the establishment of the bank of issue. 

Under these conditions we have a record 
of tho establishment of one hundred and 
fifty-three banks of issue, exclusive of Mit- 
sui's, and others which are not banks of 
issue. The aggregate capital is yen 
42,521,100, and the authorized note is- 
sue, 84,498,381 yen. The gross note 
issue, it will be remarked, is in excess 
of the four-fifths of the subscribed 
capital permitted by the regula- 
tions, hut this is due in great measure to 
the 15th, or Nobles' Bank, having been 
empowered to issue nearly 93 per cent of 
its gross capital, a concession in return 
for an advance made by this bank of 
15,000,000 yen to the government, in 
respect of which sum it is permitted to 
issue 14,250,000 yen in notes, while the 
remainder of the capital is subjected to 
the same rule as other banks are go- 
verned by. 

These banks were expected to prove a 
stimulus to trade by facilitating financial 
exchanges throughout the country, but 
this hope does not seem to have boen 
fulfilled, for, although large numbers were 
established between September 1876 and 
September 1878, their business was con- 
fined to small transactions of the usual 
usurious character, and to speculations in 
rice and currenoy damaging in every way 
to legitimate mercantile operations. The 
policy which sanctioned their formation 
was erroneous in one vital point. Beyond 
the taxes paid to the state By the banks, 
the national revenue does not benefit in 
any way by the privileges with which 
these institutions are endowed ; but tho 
credit of the government has sustained a 
fatal blow from the exercise of the right 
accorded to the banks to issue notes. If, 
instead of purchasing government bonds 
on tho market for deposit with the 
treasury to Beeure a note issue, the re- 
gulations had provided for tho deposit of 
capital in return for non-negotiable go- 
vernment interest bearing bonds, to be de- 
posited in the treasury as security for the 
issues of the banks to the extent of 90 per 
oent. of the par value of those bonds, the 
same purposes would have been served 
without any inflation of the currency. 
These bonds would have formed a liability 
upon the government for the redemption 
of government paper, the kinsatsu being 
cancelled on receipt, and would have 
entailed an extra charge for interest 
which, in view of the fact that the banks 
enjoy the use of the money by virtue of the 
notes issued, should not exceed three per 
oent. This charge upon tho government 
the only objection to the 



scheme : but what comparison would a 
direct charge of three per cent, upon 
thirty-five million yen bear to the 
present depreciation of the currency 
inflated by the other method ? The 
depreciation caused by the issues of the 
national banks taxcB not merely the state, 
but every person in the state. 

Men of experience affirm that money 
accommodation of the kind afforded by 
these banks was not required to any 
appreciable extent ; and that for some 
time subsequent to establishment the 
business of the majority, as banks, was 
confined to receiving the interest on the 
bonds in which the bulk of their capital 
was invested, and speculating with the 
notes an unwise policy permitted them to 
issue. Towards the " close of 1878 the 
government, as our readers will remember, 
sanctioned the sale of capitalized pension 
bonds ; and notwithstanding the eager 
subscriptions said to have been made to 
the internal loan, there was a rash of 
Hellers so soon as the imperial notification 
was issued. Of the full extent of tbese sales 
we have no positive record, but we know 
that in ono day, September 30th, 1878, 
various national banks in Tokio and 
other large cities purchased bonds worth 
28,900,000 yen. It is fair to surmise 
that subsequently large sums of money 
were disbursed by the banks, acting as 
government agents, in the acquisition of 
bonds, though the particulars were, after 
the expo»€ referred to, carefully kept out 
of the native press. 

The sudden addition of 29,000,000 yen, 
and probably a still further large sum, to 
the then exceBBivc currency, immediately 
had its inevitable effect of depreciating the 
whole issue* governmental and bank. It 
was at the close of 1878 that real deprecia- 
tion was manifested by increased prices 
of food and labour ; and we are clearly of 
opinion that the national banks have 
been the cause of many of the evils 
inseparable from an inflated issue of 
utterly worthless, because absolutely 
irredeemable, paper money. 

The government must have had these 
patent facts before them for at least two 
years ; but the> either do not appreciate 
their force, or they are resolved to ignore 
them, for not only docs the establishment 
of these institutions go on, apparently 
without limit, but the older banks are 
permitted to, and do avail themselves of 
the privilege of increasing their capital 
and note issue, the latest instance of this 
being the 64th National Bank which, 
| within the past few days, has increased 
its capital from 150,000 to 300,000 yen ; 
jand, as a matter of couree, its note issue 
will he doubled. 

For the national bank system the 
country is understood to be indebted to 
his excellency Ito HraoBcm, who was 
despatched to the United States in 1878 to 
study the American system, in the course 
of which bo recoived every assistance from 
the then secretary of the treasury. Of 
the results of applying in a country 
almost devoid of trade, in the real sense of 
that term, the principles which may and do 
teas y an w in e nijed tates, 
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with its inexhaustible resources, its 
aed representative) government, 
i people, and large and fcrow- 
•ce, the government of Japan 
can now lonn an opinion. In the United 
Statea, national banks are a necessity to 
the requirements of trade ; here they are a 
superfluity, and their influence has been 
absolutely inimical to such little domestic 
and foreign commerce as the nation pos- 
sesses ; while it seems clear that if depre- 
ciation of currency is not dne to govern- 
ment issues iu excess of the, sum stated 
by the minister of finance, the creation 
of national banks must have contributed in 
great measure to injure the credit of the 
government. Foreign trade, as we have 
seen, is not the cause of the export of specie 
to the impoverishment of Japan; it is 
rather to the disturbance of the law of 
supply and demand for paper currency 
arising from the establishment of the 
national banks, that the' present critical 
condition of Japanese finance may with 
justice be ascribed. 

The opening of the country to business 
would furnish a new field for the use 
of paper. Population and trade would 
alike increase. These causes would 
produce here, as they have produced in 
other countries, the same result as would 
flow from an actual contraction, by 
redemption or otherwise, of the circula- 
tion, in the absence of any new demand 
for money. But before any improvement 
can be hoped for, the further establish- 
ment of these pernicious institutions mutt 
be stopped ; and the increase of capital 
of those already esti ' 
discouraged.— Oct. 16 

THB » DRAIN OF 8PE0IE " 
EXPLAINED. 

THE publication of detailed estimates 
of revenue and expenditure for the 
current financial year, has placed before 
the public particulars not before available, 
and an examination of them may be 
valuable at this time of deep financial 
embarrassment, domestic distress, and 
the initiation of expedients disgraceful 
to the authors and injurious to the nation. 

Tho policy of the ex-minister of finance 
has, as foreseen, culminated, practically, 
iu bankruptcy. The extravagancies of 
twelve years, which were not felt so long 
as their charges could be temporarily 
defrayed by pieces of paper stamped 
by a printing press and declared to 
be so much money, are now press- 
ing heavily upon the nation ; and, 
apart from the depreciated value of the 
■'s income, the ministers have to 
the clamorous demands for 
, of some portion of that debt, 
the creation of which was the primary 
eause of all existing evils. In this state 
of affairs what is the position of the 
eountry, and tho relations between the 
country and its rulors ? 

The empire of Japan is eminently 
endowed with all natural advantages 
conducive to happiness and prosperi- 
ty. In an island empire blessed with| 



fruitful soil, a grand climate, an indus- 
trious, energetic and enterprising people, 
and abundant productive power, trade, 
the developing influence, is no greater 
now than it was ten years ago. 
Commerce, interfered with by officials, 
harassed by vexatious and injurious 
restrictions, " and confined by unlawful 
monopolies to few hands, is retrogres- 
sive, or drags on a precarious existence 
dependent upon every caprice of fashion 
ana taste. The commodities exported 
when this government came into power, 
aud to trade in which the people have 
acquired a right it has heretofore been 
considered unwise for the government to 
infringe, have continued to measure the 
trade of Japan, and the country has had 
to be thankful for small mercies; but 
now, even that limited commerce is to be 
sacrificed to the needs of tho state, and 
be transferred from the control of the 
people to a government department. So 
seriously are foreign interests threatened 
by this fresh wilful invasion of the rights 
stipulated by the treaties, that we aro 
fully justified in exposing the abuses, 
deeply rooted in the administration, which 
will, if not scotched and killed, effectually 
destroy the little trade the government 
of Japan permit us to engage in. 

The servants of the Mikado have seized 
for themselves, not for the benefit of the 
country, every tradal monopoly on which 
they could lay their hands. They forced 
the farmer to give them his rice at their 
valuations, and prevented him from seek- 
ing a better market by imposing on him 
charges for carriage too heavy to be 
borne. The rice acquired by these means 
has been exported and sold abroad; 
but from the time it was shipped on 
board the vessels that carried it away, U> 
this hour, nothing more has been heard 
of it. What the proceeds were in com- 
parison with its value in this country, 
measured by what foreign merchants 
would have given for it in specie on the 
spot, have been carefully concealed ; and 
the trade would still have been carried 
on for the benefit of the privileged 
few, irrespective of tho losses inflicted 
by it upon tho nation, if its con- 
tinuance had not become a public 
scandal no longer to be tolerated. The 
coast trade, by means of which the people 
should be enabled to secure the best 
markets for their produce, is vested as a 
close monopoly in the hands of one 
person, the creature of those who absorb 
the bulk of the profits derived from this 
monstrous charge upon domestic as well 
as foreign trade. These ministers have so 
surrounded the people with restriction, 
that export, except from one of the five 
treaty ports, is an impossibility ; and they 
have levied such a tax upon produce in 
tho form of freight from tho producing 
districts to an open port, that its trans- 
port thither is equally an impossibility. 
Having, by these iu<*aiis, succeeded iu 
confining all the nation's trade to the 
treaty ports, these ministers have now, 
by their agents and accomplices, pro- 
ceeded to invade it there with a view 
to absorb the 



of exportation, while the people are com- 
pelled to stand idly by ana submit to the 
appropriation— the forced loan — of their 
produce, which has l»etin heretofore their 
sole medium of paymeut for the cheap 
and useful imports which form tho staple . 
of foreign trade. With one action, there- 
fore, the government will, if permitted to 
continue their lawless acts, seize into 
their own hands the whole import and 
export trade, a consummation they have 
been endeavouring for some years to 
encompass by every paltry trick aud de- 
vice, chief among which has been tho 
cry that the adverse balance of foreign 
trade has drained Japan of Bpecio, and 
brought on the financial crisis now closely 
impending. We should have thought 
the absurdity of this doctrine already 
sufficiently exposed, but the additional 
evidence afforded by the financial report 
wholly destroys the fallacy upon which 
the opponents of foreigu trade for the 
people have based their sole reliance. 

It is a proposition requiring no demon- 
stration that an excess of imports into a 
nation enjoying no receipts from invested 
wealth in foreign countries, or derived from 
other sources alien to the country itself, 
must be paid for by an export of the com- 
modities known as precious metals 
which usually bear tho confusing title of 
money. It also follows, that the necessi- 
ties of the government abroad must bo 
defrayed by a remittance of specie, for, 
unfortunately, kinsalsuare not available 
out of Japan. The year ending June 
1880, has been quoted as illustrative of 
the balance of trade by those who 
hold to tho belief that foreign trade is 
injurious, and we may take the customs 
returns of that period as the bases of our 
facts. 



Ten 30.291,11* 

, Z7,837,*JG5 



To cover which, as 
was exported as follows : — 

Exported Value Yen 14.lia.G69 

Imported 

Net 




Yen 0.095,307 



If the export of this amount of treasure 
was necessitated solely by the balance of 
trade, how were government requirements 
abroad met ? We have maintained that 
the export of specie has been mainly, 
if not wholly, for government purposes, 
and the liuaucv report gives some definite 
information on this subject. The' items 
following must be paid iu specie. 

Foreign debt, with iuU>r«»t, 4«. Yen l.T^S.OOl 

Foreign trawl, and students' 

vip-.'twve iu foreign countries. 250,011 

Equipment*, clothing, arias, 
wul cloth, rigging material, 
Ac. as., for arm J and narj. 

all of which am imported ... Z,ll(l,i3G 

Poet offiixi 17,112 

Clothing for potion 1 11,700 

Hachincry for various Indus- 
trie* 307.834 

Melbourne exhibition ... ... 30,000 

Legation* and Consulates ... tUl.WOO 

To this must be added the cost of im- 
r xttilruiMlti now m couruti 
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of construction, for public works, Sec, and 
ahips of war, new merchant steamers for 
the government company, tho salaries of 
professors and other foreign employes of 
the Rovernment, and every other specie 
charge to which a nation mast be subject- 
ed. If this extra specie expenditure be 
placed at only H.fiOO.OOO yen, the drain of 
specie by exportation is fully explained. 
How then, is the " balance of trodo " 
met ? By the consumption by foreign 
residents, visitors, and snipping, of Japa- 
nese produce which never appears in the 
list of exports. In other words, a large 
sum is due annually to Japan from for- 
eigners for tho expenses of their residence, 
and a large portion of it is paid in com- 
modities which are more useful and pro- 
fitable to the people than the money 
they represent. The balance of trade 
with Japan, as it is represented by 
officials and others, is a fiction ; the 
balance really being determined by the 
benefits the peoplo derive from the 
presence of foreigners in tho country. 

The government have not yet de- 
clared the amount of specie they annually 
require to send away. In former years 
some portion was provided for by rice 
shipments, but this business having been 
stopped, resort has been had to silk and 
tea, purchased here for paper that will 
never be redeemed, and sent to foreign 
countries for realization in specie which 
will never enter into the circulation of 
this country. 

When the people understand the real 
condition of tilings ; that the export of 
specie obtained by the sale of government 
paper for government requirements is the 
cause of the embarrassments of the 
present ; that foreign trade has no connec- 
tion whatever with the depreciation of 
Japanese currency; and that foreigners 
by their presence are the means of bring- 
ing in largo sums of specie which the gov- 
ernment send away ; they will insist on 
radical financial reform ; and when that 
takes place, and not till then, we may 
hope for improvement in the commercial 
condition of the empire.— Oct 23. 

OFFICIAL TRADING. 

THE Kieki Nichi Shinbun of to-day, 18th 
instant, states that, for the purpose 
of encouraging a direct trade system, the 
Okurasho hu boon authorized by the Daijo- 
kwan to advanoe three million yon to the 
Specie Bauk in Yokohama ; and also to mako 
arrangements for supplying money, which 
llio bank will loud, to persons who wish to 
engage in direct trade with foreign countries. 

If evidence wore wanting of tli» gross and 
unwarrantable interference of the Japanese 
government with trude, it would bo supplied 
by this paragraph, culled from tho official 
organ. The direct trade alluded In is the pnr- 
chaao of commodities for ex|>ort with paper 
money advanced by the treasury to tho 
Specie Bank, one-tliird of the share* of that 
institution being held by government; and 
the whole of the capital, with tho alleged 
exception of 400,000 yen, is provided for by 
government bonds payable in gold issued in 
exchange for kinanUu nt par. 

There ia a written <<r understood regulation 
that no official shall engage in any trade 



operation ; but the regulation is evaded by 
the establishment of inch institutions as the 
Specie Bank et h(x- gentu omnt. The advanae 
of three million yen, foreshadowed a little 
time ago, is to be made simply to supersede 
tho former method of disposing of paper 
currency for specie on the Ynkolinma market. 
Kinaatau being no longer saleable at any rate 
of exchange ; and tho necessities of the gov- 
ernment for apecio to defray their heavy 
charges abroad, tho treasury being almost 
depleted of coin, are so pressing that resort 
ia had to every expedient to obtain money. 
To provide for their own wants, and to keep 
up their credit for yet a month or two longer, 
the government have commenced, and pro- 
pose to continue an operation that will effec- 
tually pot an and to all trade. The for- 
eign trado of Japan, aa we have seen, is an 
interchange of commodities ; but the govern- 
trtont have stepped in to acquire, by their 
agents, those commodities which serve 
the Japanese people ns money, by pnrchas- 
tliem for promissory notes, ovory fresh 
issue of which renders (he depreciation 
of the whole still greater. Deprived of their 
goods the people will speedily have nothing 
left wherewith to pay for tho trade now 
carried on, and purchases of imports, for 
which paper mouey is utterly useless, must 
come to nn end, and tho whole import and 
export trade pass into govemmont hands. 

Wo should he unworthy of the independence 
we lny claim to if we were silent while this 
ncfarions transaction is being conducted. On 
every side paper currency is beiug inflated ; 
by national bank issues to which there is no 
limit, and by government purchases of goods 
for export. What is to be the result ? All 
this disorder, this taxation on all buyers, this 
subversion of the principles of a commerce 
that has greatly added to the wealth of the 
nation, this most unjust and cruel wrong 
and loss inflicted on nil creditors of the state 
and of individuals, the reckless defiance of 
natural laws by the continued and enforced 
uxo. of paper money which is now utterly 
incapable of performing the work it was 
invented to perform, what assignable motive 
can it hare ? It seems as if the answer is 
that, in order to bolster up the credit of the 
government for a few days or weeks longer, 
tho entire country is to be aacriEoed to an 
iniquitous financial policy which goes on 
flooding tho oouutry with nttorly worthless 
inconvertible promises to pay. Tho danger 
is great beyond the dreams of (hose who 
most, sooner or later, be called to account 
for their action, and wo unhesitatingly declare 
the inflation of tho currency by the method 
now employed to a blonder of such magnitude 
that all past mistakes pale before it. — Oct. 18. 



some of them, particularly the ministries of 
the interior and finance, and the colonisation 
commission. The Homo Office of Great 
Britain, with its department of factories, 
explosives, mines, burials, and inspections of 
industrial schools and fisheries, received an 
appropriation of 93,7931., or yea 468,905. The 
Ministry of the Interior in Japau, with its 
sub-dcpartmenta of sanitary board, Benin 
islands, agriculture, farming, topography, 
engineering, museums, and marine board, ia 
estimated to absorb no less than yen 1,329,843, 
of which yen 659,619 is declared to bo for 
salaries, office expenses, and miscellaneous 
allowances. This enormous, expenditure is 
necessitated by an army of officials, for whom, 
apparently, places have to be fonnd at the 
expense of the nation, for it is obvious that 
their services oannot be required if the far 
greater work of the English Home Office can 
be performed for so much less than the 
money lavished upon tho equivalent depart- 
ment in Japan. 

The next department that attract* attention 
is the Ministry of Vinanoe. The appeopria- 
lion in Great Britain for the Treasury, includ- 
ing the salary of tho first lord, and for the 
exchequer, audit and national dobt sub- 
departmeuts, amounts to 122,9611., or yen 
014,805, against an allowance in Japan of 
yen 1 ,487,700, of which tho principal item* 
re, salaries, yen 670,017 ; office expenses. 




yen 1.11,271; miscellaneous allowances, yen 
38-9,202; shroffage yen 97,279; in all. 
yen 1,313,868. Tho salaries alono paid in 
Japau exceed tho total government grant* in 
England by ten per cent., while the office 
expenses and miscellaneous allowances tog»- 
tlior, are but 75,000 yen leas than the gross 
expense of English financial administration. 

There is, strictly speaking, no com- 
parison between tho importance and duties 
of the exchequer departments in these two 
countries ; and the question may well be 
asked how it is that the impoverished people 
of Japan are compelled to pay 2j per 
cent, of the gross proceeds for the control of 
the nation's finances, while the wealthy people 
of England are burdened with no greater 
charge than about rJAtha per cout. on the 
national incomo ? With an effioiont staff the 
treasury, oxchequor, and separate andit and 
national debt offices, each department with 
competent chiefs with salaries of not less than 
20,000 yen for the minister, and 12,000 yea 
eaoh for heads of sub-departments, the entire 
expenditure upon this branch of the state 
should not exceed 500,000 yen ; and a vigo- 
rous opposition in a house of representatives 
would speedily cut down the estimates of this 
year by at least one-half, and probably by 
two- thirds. 

is the Ooloni. 
sink for 
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N a series of articles on " Civil Service 
Reform " published 
March and April 1879, 



■ published in this journal in 
LpriJ 1879, somo comparisons 
of Japanese expenditure on state 
with the cost of those of 



equivalent rank and denomination in England. 
The subject is one of interest, and its re- 
sumption at a time wheu economy iu all 
branches of expenditure should be the order 
day, may bo useful. 

The appropriations for the several depart- 
ments aro now explained iu dotuil sufficiently 
to enable a just comparison to be 



has received an appropriation of 
1,834,190, fonr-ninths of which is 
in the following items : — Salaries, yen 
232,142; office expenses, yen 99,013; Mis- 
cellaneous, you 155,289; building and re- 
pairs, yen 145,481 ; agricultural experiments, 
yen 111,549; in all you 743,474. The 
remainder of the grant is to be exponded in 
police, schools, hospitals, agencies, prisons, 
tic., and an unoxplained item styled "sur- 
plus" of yen 698,176. The retarn for 
this monstrous expenditure is shown under 
tho details of revenue aa " profits from tho 
industrial works of the colonization com- 
mission," wherein twenty-two industries are 
enumerated giving a gross result of yen 
33,141 ; an average of yon 1,500 each. The 
gross profits of this costly undertaking do 
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not, therefore, yield IS per oent. on the money 
paid for salaries alone, or 22 per cent, on 
that mysterious though convenient item styled 
" miscellaneous allowances." The details of 
expenditure do not give any specific informa- 
tion of the probable ootlay upon the project- 
ed railroad from Satporo, to traverse a district 
where there are neither population nor trado. 
Perhaps, however, the finance minister folt 
that any appropriation for this patent jobbery 
vrould have been too much for even tbo Japan- 
ese people to swallow, and it was conveniently 
Inmprd in the "surplus"' of 608,176 yen. 
Denting with the items of salaries, office ex- 
penses, and miscellaneous allowances only 
(yen 486,444), the cost of colonial adminis- 
tration in Japan presents a markod contrast 
to that of England. At the Kaitalcnshi over 
three hundred and seventy clerks are required 
to do the subordinate work of one small 
colony ; whereas for England's fifty-four 
colonies, exclusive, of course, of the Indian 
empire, only thirty-two clerks and seveu 
copyists are employed at the Colonial Office 
in London. Tho gross appropriation for the 
English Colonial Office is only 39,21 71., or 
yen 196,085, or 22,000 yen less than the 
salaries alone paid by the Japanese Colonisa- 
tion Commission. In dealing with this ques- 
tion in a previons issue, we anticipated an 
objection that might be made that this is not 
a fair comparison, as the clerks of the Kaita- 
knahi reside in the colony, by instancing 
Hongkong, where the work in the various 
departments, political, administrative, judi- 
cial, educational, medical, Ac., greatly ex- 
ceeds what ia ever done at Satporo, and yet 
the clerical staff of Hongkong, including 
accountants and interpreters, numbers only 
thirty-two. 

This costly and abortive scheme for the 
colonisation of Yexo, has cost the nation, 
inclusive of the 
16,027,308 yen; a 

loted railways and roads, t 
, through the richest and 
parts of the country. 




and tbo ©oast, and the 
freed to the people, its 




never end- 



at 

for the 
. of the 

sion are worse 
ing source of regret that such a scheme was 
ever sanctioned by the cabinet of the Mikado. 

We will now draw a comparison of the 
cost of Japanese legations and consulates 
with those of Great Britain in the same coon- 
tries, substituting British legations and con- 
sulates in Japan for those of Japan in London. 

Japan maintains nine diplomatic missions 
in Europe and America ; and the coat of their 
maintenance thus compares with Great Bri- 
tain, the estimates for tho latter, as with Japan, 
including all office expenses aud allowances. 

, Britain. 
Ten. 



To. Jspsn. 

Great Britain 68,069 

Japan .. 
•Russia . 
•Fraiioe . 

United 8 
•Germany 
•Italy ..... 
•Austria 

The Hagne 

China 



•• '•• 



■ • • ■ 



75,801 
70,329 
60,584 
56,729 
56,915 
51,194 
58,343 
51,039 



30,800 
49,500 
60,750 
35.5W 
42,000 
42,250 
48,500 
23,750 
44,000 



655.066 377,050 



Great Britain, a European power of the 
first class, maintains five embassies and four 
legations at an expense to the nation of 
75,410/., or yen 377,050. Those diplomatic 
missions aro chioQy employed in watching 
and protecting the interests of British com- 
merce which, as we have seen, comprises 
seven- twenty-fifths of the trade of the 
universe ; thongh the position of England 
idontifios her in great measure with European 
affairs, which often present tho most grave 
and difficult political problems that (ran arise. 
Jnpan, on the other hand, a small eastern 
power, devoid of European influence, having 
no trade interests to protect, and possessing 
no weight in tho great councils of nations, 
poor and embarrassed, can afford to disburse 
555,000 yen, or about one-third more than 
wealthy England, upon nine legations that, 
however gratifying their existence may bo to 
native vanity, cannot be said to servo any 
single good purpose. We have no wish to 
offend the susceptibilities of Japanese, hut 
tli is is a question that will not permit the 
use of false compliments, or fulsomo eulogy 
upon the progressive spirit of Japan, and 
her determined efforts to take a place in tho 
comity of nations; and we may urge in 
justification of these comments that Japan 
cannot, and never oould, afford to compete 
with the great powers of Europe and the 
United States, in the maintenance of what 
are really only costly toys to a nation of the 
menns and standing of this. 

Of consular representatives abroad this 
country has more need than for diplomatic 
agencies, and we observe two consulatos- 
genernl, nine consulates, and twolvo consular 
agencies. But at what cost are these 
establishments maintained ? Omitting the 
mere commercial agencies we have : — 

Tm 

Shanghai 28,060 

London 18 577 

Marseilles 7.808 

Now York 17.159 

San Francisco 16,916 

Hongkong 16.942 

Tientsin 14,985 

Kamchatka 6.292 

Vladivostok 10.611 



Korea : — Uon-san . 
„ — Fusan... 



" Contingencies 
" Miscellaneous 



Total. 



26,240 
17.350 

i«o,in;.j 

14,175 
41,004 



236.139 




for 



Marseilles, Now York, 
itsin, and if for thoso 
British consulates are not es- 
tablished we substitute the expenses of similar 
consulates, thus, Shanghai for the Korean Con- 
aulate-goneral, Kanagawa for Fusan and Hong- 
kong, and an allowance of yon 4,000 each 
i and Vladivostok, the ex- 
eleven equivalent consular 
ta by Groat Britain, inclusive 
i if all allowances, is only yen 119.5&0 against 
236,139 yen by Japan. Assuming that ft 
necessity exists for separate consular es- 
tablishments at all the ports named, there is 
evidently .room for retrench men t. Even by 
adopting the librral scale of snlaries and 
allowances made by Great Britain, a saviug 
could be made in the 



tentative accredited to all the governments 

of Europe, with an allowance, to include tra- 
velling exponses and messengers, of 100,000 
yen, tho interests of this nation would be 
equally well served, and an unnecessary ex- 
penditure of over 400,000 yen prevented. In 
all, a wise economy would cut off at least half 
a million yen from the coat of legations aud 
consulates abroad. To men of experience 
tho expenditure upon this branch of the civil 
service of Japnn seems so enormous as to raiso 
doubts whether the sums stated aro really dis- 
bursed. The figures alone form a primd 
/•leia case upon which to base a deiuaud for 
searching investigation. 

If the budget for the ourrent year had 
been presented to a national assembly posses- 
sing the power to grant or refuse supplies, 
every item in the estimate* would h:ivo been 
critically examined. Notice would have been 
given to tho ministers of the several depart- 
ments to lay upon the table of tho house full 
particulars of the expenditure for sslarios, 
office expenses, aud especially of miscel- 
laneous allowances, those items lieing res- 
pectively yen 7,366,219, 1,640,403 and 
2.470,189; in all yen 11,476.811. or nearly 
20 per cent, of the annual income; with 
sufficient information added to explain 
why such largo staffs of officials aro re- 
quired. The ministers of the interior and 
finance especially, would have boon called 
npon to justify the enormous charges of their 
respective departments, and to show causo 
why they should not be materially re- 
duced in tho future. Tho chief of tbo 
colonization commission would have been 
required to lay before the assembly 
accurate accounts, properly supported by 
vouchers, of his expenditure of 14,193,109 
yen in the post years, and of the roasous for 
an appropriation of 1,834,199 yen for the 
ourrent year. Every official responsible for 
expenditure of public money would have 
been called to a rigorous account of his 
trust; and a searching investigation would 
have resulted into all branches of depart- 
mental expenditure. But this could only 
have been done by an assembly of the people's 
representatives, to whom, in all matters 
of money, the ministers sbonld be individual- 
ly accountable. Hud such a body existed 
during the last ten years, tho expenditure for 
state purposes could never havo assumed its 
present magnitude. 

Reform is imperative, not only in charges 
of foreign legations and consulates, which wo 
understand are uboot to bo thoroughly re- 
vised, but in the great departments of state, 
which apparently support in numerable use- 
loss, needy retninors ut the expense of an 
impoverished, heavily taxed in proportion to 
their resources, and exasperated people.— 
Oct. 23. 



TUB KOBE MAIMER OF COMMENCE 
ON THE 8TATB OF TUAUE. 

A MEETING of the Kobe chamber of 
commerce was lu-ld on tho 1 1th instant, 
to take into consideration the condition of 
the trade of the port, and the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings of the native import merchants. A 
short report of the proceedings from tho 
Hiogo Sew* was reprinted here ; and wo now 
learn that the chamber has nddrcsscJ a letter 
to oach of tho foreign ministers in Japan, 
a copy of which we have received permission 



of 115,000 yen could be matte in 
consulates, and in the diplomatic missions a | 
much larger sum. If Japan had a ligation .to publish, 
at Washington with an allowance of 40.000 The letter explains itself. 



The violent 
ie price of currency is justly 
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regarded an the chief cause of trado depres- 
sion ; and the memorialist* express their An- 
xiety, shared by all other persona, that the 
finance minister shonld make some compre- 
hensive effort* to place the circulation of 
kinsatsa on a sound financial basis, 

Unhappily, numerous appeals havo boon 
made to his excellency Okuma, who is really 
the chief of the exchequer, to adopt some 
system of sound financial policy, with the 
object of reassuring the public on these points 
among others: — 1. The actual amount of 
pnper money in circulation, inclusive of the 
government guaranteed issue of the national 
banks.— That no further issues of paper, 
or establishment of hanks will take place. — 
8. That the government are preparod to 
adopt some reasonable measures to reduce the 
amount of kinsatsu issued by narrowirg 
public expenditure, and withdrawing the 
surplus rerenuo from circulation. Authorita- 
tive information on these points mould be of 
great value. It is not the amount of the 
debt that alarms the people so much ; thoir 
want of confidence is due to uncertainty, to 
the increasing belief in inflation, and to 
government interference with commerce, or 
the absorption of coraraorce by officially pro- 
tected monopolists. 

We cannot moid tho reflection that the 
concluding paragraph of the letter may 
defeat tho nbjoct of thu memorialists. It 
is surely within tho knowledge of the Kobe 
chamber that for some considerable time the 
ministers, including those of rank liko his ex- 
oellenoy IwiiaitA, hare openly denounced the 
import trade us tho primary cause of financial 
disturbance. Tho cry has gone forth that the 
balance of trade has drained Japan of specie; 
this has been declared on authority ; the na- 
tive press has re-echoed it; the wholo coun- 
try lings with it : and we all know how a 
fallacy with no other basis of support 
than mere assertion, will hold its ground with 
the vulgar in defiance of tho clearest proof,- 
and most convincing arguments to the con- 
trary. That men of experience and practical 
knowledge like the present minister for 
affairs know foreign trade to be the 



heretofore obtained tlie «|»eoie which has 
exported solely for government requirements, 
is certain ; but his voico in the cabinet is 
single, and, however much tho members of 
the government may have lately had their 
faith ahakon in the belief so long entertained 
that foreign trade is injurious, pride will not 
permit them to confess thoy have been mis- 
taken. Holding, as - the government un- 
doubtedly do hold, the belief that the do- 
momlisation of the national finances is due 
to an excess of imports, with what emotions 
will they receive a memorial praying for the 
adoption of sound and wise legislation which 
should " communicate lo the import trade of 



i country an impulse and vitality which, 
under existing circumstances, is impossible ?" 
This is the very policy they are trying to 
discourage. 

We are not without hope that the Japanese 
ministers may some day recognize the truth 
of the principle that increased imports means 
increased exports; and that every attempt to 
diniiuish the former will react upon the lat- 
ter. This principle they now reject with 
scorn; and in place of its recognition they 
declare that the restoration of tlie finances of 
tho empire is dependent entirely upon the 
cessation ><f consumption of foreign imports. 

Wo can only regret that the chamber has 
not seen its way to deal compieln naively with 
the question of the balance' of trade. Once 
brought officially before the government, this 



bugboar andjatal obstacto to commercial pro- ' 
gress in Japan, the so-called balanoe of trade, 
might have been proved, by official figures 
and other convincing evidence, to bo nctoally 
largely in favour of this nation; and that the 
limitation of trade will affect adversely the 
flow of money or money's worth into Japan. 

Tho following is the letter adresaed to each 
foreign minister separately : — 

"To tho Minister for in Japan. 

Tokio. 

" Sir, — At a special meeting of the Hingo 
and Osaka General Chamber of Commerce, I 
was authorized to request Tour Exoellency, 
when opportunity offers, to diroct the notice 
of His Excellency the Minister of Finance to 
the obstruction to business, injurious alike 
to Japanese and Foreigners, caused by con- 
stant and violent fluctuations in tho price of 



Paper Money. For a considerable pe 



Hod 

much dillicnlty has been experienced iu con- 
sequence of theso variations in value, and we 
havo long lookod, but in vaiu, for some com- 
prehensive effort on the part of His Exoellency 
to place the circulation of Kiwitrit on a 
sound financial basis. It is not for us to sug- 
gest how this object is to be attained. It 
will be sufficient to show briefly how much 
injury to Trade is occasioned by the instability 
of which wo complain. 

" His Excellency's interest in the com- 
merce of the country and his warm sympathy 
with its reputation and success, are widely 
known, and we are satisfied that, -if it is 
proved that legitimate business is hero ham- 
pered and hindered by causes beyond the 
control of oither Japanese or Foreign mer- 
chants, ho will devote immediate attention 
to this most important subject. 

" Since the opening of the ports of Hiogo 
and Osaka the Import Trade— at a season, 
too, when activity shonld naturally prevail — 
has never been in such a disorganised and 
unsatisfactory condition as it is at present. 

" Largo quantities of goods contracted for 
hy Japnneso litre still to bo takeu dolivery 
of, and there can be no doubt that tho state 
of *,««•/».., and not any deliberate intention 
on the part of native merchant* lo break 
their engagement*. U the cause of this un- 
fortunate interruption to bosiuesa. 

" Most importers are r?*dy to grant any 
reasonable delay to their constituents to 
prevent loss, but they havo none the less 
reason to complain of the necessity for such 
forbemranoe. 

" It should also be mentioned that roost 
arbitrary and objectionable measures havo 
been taken by tho lending piece goods mer- 
chants tif Osaka, who have formed a power- 
ful combination with the view of preventing 
dealers from taking delivery or concluding 
purchases within certain periods of time. 
The power of this association is sufficient to 
compel universal submission, aud its measures 
are carried out with uncompromising rigour. 
Even those merchants who would have 
preferred to fulfil their engagements have, in 
sovoral cases, been prevented from doing so, 
and thus Foreign importers are exposed to 
lues and inconvenience, while Japanese mer- 
chants commit themselves to a short-sighted 
policy, forced upon thorn by tlte unfortuuato 
condition of their national Paper Currency. 
With another permanent decline in KiutaUu 
r\cn more powerful combinations will in all 
likelihood arise, and cause wide-spreadiug 
injury to both Japanese and Foreign interests. 

"We ahull lie glad, if called on by Your 
Kveellei cv. to furnish more minute informa- 
tion on these subject*. Iu the meantime we 

' steps be taken 



N> impress upon His Excellency the Minister 
of Finance the adoption of some so nod and 
wise legislation with regard to the issue and 
circulation of the Government's irredeemable 
notes. 

" Its success would tend to solidify and 
strengthen the friendly ties that at present 
bind Foreign to Japanese merchant*, and 
would communicate to the Import Trade of 
this country an impulse and vitality which 
nnder existing circumstances it is impossible 
for us to oxpeot. 

" I remain, 8ir, 
' Your Excellency's obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) R. HUGHES, 

Chair 

-Oct. 28. 



THE PAN A it A ISTHMUS SHIP CANAL'S 
FUTURE INFLUBNQE UPON JAPAN. 

The following remarks upon thi* subject, 
from the pen of a late editor of the Panassa 
Star and Herald, and subsequently editor of 
the Pacific Comnvrcial Advertiter, of Honolulu, 
now iu Yokohama, may be perused with in- 
terest by tho roadora of the Japan Qatelle. 

Tho late Mr. Seward, when United State* 
secretary, onco said, that the Pacific was 
destined to become the scene of the grandest 
event* in the future history of the world. 
This prophetic vision of a ooming time, when 
the nations surrounding tho immense Pacifio 
Ocean, aud inhabiting its numerous islands 
that every whoro stud it* broad bosom, 
liko crystal-set jewels, appear* even now 
to bo approaching a speedy realisation, 
since the grand undertaking of uniting 
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans by a 
ship canal traversing the Isthmus of Panama 
or Osrien, has already been commenced, and 
is actually being accomplished. The complete 
alteration which the construction of this ship 

oirthrbngTa^brAth'Jif ^^tPa^ 
needs only to be pointed oat in order to con- 
vince any reasonable mind of the truth of the 
great Seward's prediction. Perhaps, of all the 
Pscific island*, none are more likely to feel 
the beneficial effocts of this new waterway, 
uniting tho two great oceans, than the Japa- 
nese arohipelago — a consideration foil of 
hopeful promise for the enterprising people 
of Dai Nippon, whoso admirable effort* to 
emerge from Astatic millennial routine, and 
to take their stand amongst tbo en- 
lightened states of the modern world, are now 
attracting towards their shores the attention, 
sympathy, and respect of every progressive 
people of onr own times, in marked contrast 
with the stupid apathy in this respect dis- 
played by thoir continental neighbors. The 
old saying that " time i* money," will be 
most applicable to Japan when this Inter- 
Oceank) Ship Canal is completed ; a* thereby 
the distance of the sea-route for vessels 
trading between Yokohama and New York 
eastwards, will be more than two thousand 
miles shorter than westwards. Thi* is a 
most important fact for Japan. Mr. Jesse 
Young, corresponding member of the Ameri- 
can Geographical Society, affords its some 
figures on this special feature of the new 
ship cnnal, now being constructed on Dan en 
isthmus. He contrasts the two routed vast- 
wards and westwards, and set* down the 
distance from New York to Yokohama, by 
the proposed Dariou or Panama canal, at 
10,869 miles ; whereas he estimate* the die- 
those two ports, by the Suex 
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canal, at 13,940 milea, showing a difference 
of 2,971 mile*, which represents tho important 
gain in the time of tho voyage by Panama, 
of at leaat ten whole days for steamers 
making about ten knot* an hour ! Sorely, 
thia fact alone most fill all progressive and 
intelligent Japanese with lively satisfaction. 
In a few years when the Panama ship canal 
ia completed, the West Indies, and beyond 
them northwarda the eastern Beal»ard of the 
United State*, and aouthwarda the eaat coast 
of Brazil, will be placed several daya' voyage 

advantage of which needs no comment. It 
may be romarked passingly here, tuftt even 
Hongkong, according to our authority already 
oited, Mr. Jeaao Young, will bo 131 milea 
nearer to New York by the Panama route, 
than by the Suez route; ao that all the coast 
of China will also feel the benefit of this new 
ocean route, as well as the Japanese archi- 
pelago. It may likewise be passingly noticed 
that tho port of Honolnlu will be in tho 
direct course between Panama and Yoko- 
hama, and mast one day become an important 
port of call and great coaling station in tho 
North Pacific — so that thoao intelligent and 
industrious islanders, whoso rapid transition 
from savage existence to christian civilization 
be adduced here as a hopefnl example 
> for the Japanese, alao will soon be vast 
gainers by the completion of the ship canal 
now in progress of construction on Panama 
isthmus. The distance from Panama to 
Honolulu, according to Mr. Jesse Young, ia 
4,650 milea. Karthor, glancing at Mr. Jesse 
Young's figures regarding tho South Pacific, 
it appears that tho distance from Liverpool 
to Auckland by the Panama Ship Canal 
route, may be estimated at 11,373 miles; 
whereof 6,780 are on the Pacific : while the 
distance from Liverpool to Melbourne, by 
Gibraltar, Suez and Gallo, is calculated by 
thia gentleman at 11,361 miles, showing a 
difference of just 8 miles between the two 
rival routes, as approaches to tho Australa- 
sian Colonies, eastwards and westwards. Tt 
is scarcely necessary to observe that Liver- 
pool ia mnch nearer to Yokohama by the 
Suez route than by tho Panama route — beinf 
calculated by Mr. Young at 11,290 miles by 
tho former, and 13,323 miles by the lat- 
ter : shewing a difference of 2,033 miles 
Hence, it may be inferred that the trade 
between Great Britain and her Anatralasian 
colonies will tako the westward route oat, 
via Panama, to Fiji, New Zealand and 
Eastern Australia; while it will adopt the 
present eastward route, vitf Sucr, to Western 
and Southern Australia, and Tasmania. In 
the same nay, the trade of Great Britain, 
Eastern and Southern Europe, Northern 
Africa and Western Asia, to India, China 
and Japsa, will continue to follow the exist- 
ing Suez route, as tho shortest., Uut, aa far 
as Japan and China, are concerned, tho new 
route by the Panama isthmus will briug 
them round the trade westwards from 
Eastern, North and Sooth America and the 
West indies, thanks to the important gain 
of timo thoreby, and " time is money," as 
ajruady quoted. According to Count de 
Leaeepa, tho Panama ship canal will be com 
pitted in 1688— a quoor combination of 
figured, too— ami then our progressive Ja- 
panese may expect to aco a Duo trading lino 
of splendid oc«an steamers, established ba- 
tween Yokohama m d New York, taking up 
(he pausing trade of the Atlantic cities of the 
"great and glorious" Union; and of the 
West Indies, and Central America, connected 
by a branch lino with ltio do Janeiro ; also 
giving Honolulu a call for coals and 



trade in the north Pacific, — nor will there 
be the least danger that this new ocean 
route throughout, can ever raise up a dan- 
gorons competition with tho present rapid 
mail and passenger overland route from 
to New York, and onwards to 



Great Britain, aid San Francisco and th 
trans-continental railroads ; aa there also the 
gain of timo will have ita due weight. Of all 
tho European powers, Ruaaia, perhaps, will be 
the greatest gainer by tho new Panama route, 
as her seaboard on Norlh-caat Aaia, now com- 
paratively unimportant, will thoreby acquire 
an immense importance, not merely commer- 
cial, but alao political ; ao that we may expect 
to find tho groat powers of Europe, aa well 
as the United States and tho Empire of 
Brazil, jointly guaranteeing the neutrality of 
the new ship canal, as soon as finished, and 
restricting its usefulness to purely commer- 
cial objects ; perhaps even excluding veaaela 
of war from availing of it at all, or limiting 
their numbers, as in the case of tho Euxino 
fleet of Russia, at present. Nevertheless, 
even commercially, Russia will have reason 
to bo tbaukful for this now through ocean 
route from tbo Baltic to Vladivostock and 
East Siberia, by tho Panama isthmus ship 
canal ; while, thanks to tho great Norden 
skjold, alio baa even now in hand another 
quick summer route — via tho Arctic — be- 
tween thoao extremo points, west and east, 
of hor gigantic empire. 

The foregoing remarks are iutonded to serve 
aa an introduction to some further notices of 
the new Panama, Ship Canal, uow in pro- 
gross, and some other similar projects, from 
a local point of viow, which the writer 
reserves for one or mora following articles. 
Before concluding, he must express his 
obligation to Mr. Jesse Young for the figures 
and information qnotod herein, and extract- 
ed from the Bntletin »f the American Geo- 
graphicti Society, containing the " Inter- 
oceanic Ship Canal discussion," hold at 
Chickering Hall, on December 9th, 1879, 
a most valuable addition to all previously 
existing aonroes of information concerning 
thia interesting matter — wherewith tho fntnro 
of Japan and all Eastern Asia — and, indeed, 
of all tho other countries on tho shores, and 
of the islands in the vast bosom, of the 
immense Pacific— ia ao closely allied — as be- 
ing a beginning of the fulfilment of the great 
Seward's memorable prediction.— Oct 16. 
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Having, in a previous article, referred to 
tho gain of time and other commoroial advan- 
tages that must result to Japnn from the 
construction of tho ahip canal in question, 
I bo writer now proceeds to describe tho pro- 
posed routo of this grand undertaking across 
tho Isthmus of Panama or Darien ; and sub- 
sequently, he will glance at other routes, 
whose claims have been urged in opposition 
to that selected by Monsieur de Lesseps. In 
tho month of September, 1876, tho writer 
first travelled from Asptnwall, or to Colon, 
Panama city, by tho isthmus railroad, and 
thus had an opportunity to otijoy a panoramic 
view of tho country through which (his canal 
will puss— a ni 'St luxuriant and gorgeously 
picturesquo regi mi. On that occasion, it may 
bo passingly mentioned, that tho British ad- 
miial going to tat. a command of tho flying 
sqnadron, then in the Pacific — Roar Admiral 
Do Horsey— with his stuff and suito, who 
had been "the writer's fellow-passengers on 
hoard tho R. M. S. Don from Northamp- 
ton, to Colon, also travelled by toe 



train, and in tho 
to serve for first and 
gers alike, although the first class fare 
£5, and the second £2 ; not a bad 



either, for a railway jaunt of about 37 mi 
that ia, from the point of view of tho raili 
company, whatever the passengers mi; 
think of tho matter! The gallant Bril 



railway 
might 

thins: of tho matter! The gallant Britiah 
" tars" were remarkable during that journey 
for their loud and enthnsiaslio plaudits of 
the magnificent scenery through which the 
railway paaaea, between Colon and Panama 
city: and it may be stated hero that the 
proposed ship canal, now undertaken by 
Monsieur de Lessens, will follow the same 
general direction. Looking back for a quarter 
of a centnry, tbo writer may point to a re- 
markable " report," which ho mot first in 
Now York in 1856, where it had been publish- 
ed the previous year, (1855), and which was 
from the pen of the chief engineer of the 
Panama isthmus railway, then jnat completed. 
As that gentleman stated, it appeared that 
tho company had obtained a concession from 
the government of tho United States of 
Columbia, whereof Panama isthmus is a con- 
federate state, for the construction of a ship 
canal in the same part of the isthmus travers- 
ed by tho railway. But the railway com- 
pany never undertook such a work. In 
truth, the "war of the routes" then may 
be said to have begun in earnest, and has 
raged evor ainco with unabated energy, and 
acrimony, even to tho dato of this present 
writing. Nor, has the fight terminated, 
notwithstanding that Mons. de Lease ps baa 
ultimately fixed npon the route originally 
selected by the railway company, in prc- 
feronco to that explored and surveyed by the 
writer's distinguished friend — Lieutenant 
Commander Laden Napoleon Bonaparte 
Wise, of the French navy — in 1876, when he 
obligingly allowed the writer to translate from 
Fronch documents a voluminous report of 
tho aim of the oxploratiou commission then 
sent out, at the instanoo of Mons. do Lessepa, 
to exnmino tho Arriutrrulero route, now 
abandoned by him; together with very inter* 
eating biographical notices of tho members 
of the commission in question, from Frouch 
notes furnished by the lato secretary, tho 
young and promising Captain Bexio, of the 
Italian Army, who fell a victim to the 
malarious climate of that part of the Darien 
isthmus kuown aa the Arrtulradero pass, 
which will call for some further notice in the 
next article. Returning to tho chief engi- 
neer's " roport " already quoted, a doscrip- 
tivo skolch of tho proposed route of the ship 
canal is therein traced, accompanied by an 
excellent topographical chart ; and furnishing 
moat valuable information concerning the 
height of tho dividing range ; tho distances 
botwoen various localities along the route ; 
the difference of the aoa level on the Pacifio 
and Atlantic sides of the Isthmus ; and 
other very useful and interesting topics. 
It may horn be observed that this " report" 
of tho railway engineer, in 1855, which 
seems to bu most roliuble, is at variance with 
facts and figures met in tho Bulletin of tho 
Ainerletn Oengraphicul Society, citod in our 
last article. Indeed, there aro patent contra- 
dictions in tho B« il-tin, worthy ofomment 
hero. Thus, at p:\go 2S5, Mr. Kotley says : 
" The summit of the Pan.n i. railroad is tho 
lowest summit, and Hint i* 290 feet above tho 
level of tho soa." Now, at page 297, Mr. 
Henry Tracy, civil engineer, in a "roport" 
dated at Ban-.vionilla, July 5th, ISIS, seven 
yoara boforo tho date of tha chief engineer's 
" roport," so often herein citod, makes tho 
following statemeut: - Tho o.evatiou of tu. 
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above title." Horn wo find a difference of 
40 feel, in the estimates nf the height of the 
summit of the dividing range, furuishod by 
tho Bulletin. There U a rn inch it? to us freak 
of tho Bulletin i " P.D ," we suppose, at the 
snmo pago 287, whore we meet with " 195 
miles," instead of 19 miles, as tho distance 
from Panama city U> tbo month of the Rio 
Obispo, snlMoquently somewhat corrected 
by tho context. Such a typographical error 
is onpardonablo on the part of tho Bulletin, 
which should givo the most authoritative 
account of tho canal qnestion. Tho writer 
greatly regrets that ho has not at hand 
tho chief engineer's " report," of 1855, 
bat, qnotiug from memory, he can 
pretty wifely assert that tho height nf 
tho sum in it is thero set down at over 
COO feet above tho sea level, at tho spot 
where the railway passes, through a cutting 
Several feet deep, too. Unfortunately, the 
Bulletin gives no statomunt whatever regard- 
ing the height of tho summit, as estimated 
by M. de Lesaepe' engineers; but Mr. A. S. 
Menocal, civil engineer, United States navy, 
at page 147 of the Bulletin, says ; " At the 
summit of tho Panama railroad, its highest 
point, is 282 foct above tho level of the sea." 
This is 8 feet less than Mr. Kclloy's state- 
ment, above quoted ! What must we think 
of all theae engineers, whoso " reports " 
and statements appear in the Bulletin ; yet, 
of whom seems to agree with the 
I about tho most important point of all 
— tho exact height of tho mountain through 
which the canal must bo cut? Another 
highly important point— tho differcnoo of the 
level of the Atlantic and Pacifio— is also 
placed in the sumo pleasant ambiguity by 
thoso various scientific authorities cited iu the 
Bulletin ! Thus, at page 160, Mr. Walter W. 
Evans says :— " It is established by the sur- 
veys of Colonel Tottea, for (ho Panama rail- 
way, that the mean level of tho two oceans is 
the same ; that there is littlo or uo tide on 
the Atlantic ; but that there is a tide on tho 
Pacific side of about 25 feet, Ac." Again, at 
i 251 of tho Bulletin, Major Melbourne 
:— " On tho Pneifio side the mean rise 
sod fall of tho tide is 16 feet, Ac." Then, 
at page 277, Mr. John E. Body says : "... 
at Panama, where the tide rises and falls 20 
feet." At page 284 of the Bulletin, a mem- 
ber of the socioty states that tho tide, " on 
the Atlantic side, has less than 2 foot of rise, 
while on tbo Pacific side the riso was 22 
feet." At the bottom of the same page, Mr. 
Kelley tells that member that " the tide rises 
on the Atlantic side from 18 to 24 inches ; it 
rises in tho bay of Panama from 12 to 18 
feet." liere "o have qnite enough of tho 
Bulletin i hydraulicians ! 

However, Mona. de Lesaeps seemingly con- 
siders — despite of rival routes and hydrauli* 
ciaii cavils — that he has found the bent route 
for the canal, at that part of the isthmus, 
traversed by the railroad ; anil some lime 
ago, the " fiiat suil " nl tiiis gigantic under- 
taking, was " turned " by his amiable 
daughter — as a rival, if not dangcrons, 
by no means despicable — of his great 
Suez work. Tho proposed canal's route 
may bo simply explained, thus : two rivers, 
whoso head streams issue from tho thinks of 
the dividing range and flow down, in opposite 
directions, to the Atlaiitio and Pacific 
Oceans respectively, will lie canalized, and 
united by a junction canal, cut through the 
range, navigable for the largest ships afloat, 
and constructed without locks on the sea 
level, at low water, of the Atlantic side ; a 



poctivo of tho blnndera sod' discrepancies in 
figures, pointed oat therein — for which, nf 
coarse, their authors, and the scientific 
gentlemen who took part in the • 
are alone responsible. — Oct. 23. 



THE COWS OF JAPAN* 

This is a first instalment of what promises to 
be a most complete and valuable work, which 
will be tho first connected with tho subject of 
Japanese numismatics in a European lan- 
guage The great work on Oriental coins, 
Nnminnata Orientalia JUuitrata, by W. Mars- 
don (London 1823-1S25), barely mentions tho 
coins of this country, and in other works 
such as Baron S. de Chandoir'a Recueil de 
Monnaim de la Chine, da Japon Ac. ; 1843 ; 
thoy are bat meagrely treated of, and as 
entirely subordinate to Chinese ooins. Them 
are several works in Japanese on the sub- 
ject, some of them got up with care and skill, 



very strong current, without rapids, at high 
water on the Pacific side, heing the only 
result, probably, of the difference of the sea 
level on either side, so much discussed by 
tho hydraulicians. But, as the river Chagres, 
which flows into tho Caribbean Sea, some 
miles above Colon, is subject to groat periodic 
floods, it is proposed to construct a canal 
from the coast just outside of Colon, through 
a flat swampy plain, to a point on tho 
Chagres, about sovon miles from Colon, near 
Gatun ; after 'which, tho Chagros will be 
canalised, as also its head trihutary as far as 
the dividing ran go — tho Rio Obispo ; whoso 
junction with the Chagres is abont 10 miles 
from tho summit range ; while the conrse of 
tho Chagres was thus calculated by Mr. H. 
Traey, in 1813: " from this junction to Gor- 
gona, 3 mites ; thence to a bad sandbar 
above Palanquilla, 6 miles; thence *o Palan- 
qmlla, 6 miles ; and thenco to Gatun, 23 
miles:" so that the canalization of the Cha- 
gres, according to Mr. Tracy's measure, will 
ombraco 3i miles ; wliioh may bo reduced by 
side cuttings, however, to uhich add 10 miles 
for the canalization of the Obispo, at the east 
flank of the range, and 7 miles for the Chagres 
flat's canal to the Caribbean sea ; and thns it 
ap|>ears that 55 miles of a waterway, if not 
reduced by side cuts along tho Chagros, will 
be required to carry this waterway from tho 
summit range sea-level canal cutting on to 
the Caribbean sea, eastwards; while, west- 
wards, a largo rivor flowing into tho Pacific, 
with its head tributary, will bo canalised, 
from tho summit miigo sua-lovol canal cut- 
ting to that ocean, the distance boiug about 
10 miles; and, in fine, the junctiop canal 
through the summit range will he abont one 
mile long; giving 66 miles for the total 
length of the waterway from sea to soa; but, 
possible, able to bo reduced to 40 miles, bjr 
hydraulic straightcnings along tho course of 
tho Chagres. The Pacific mouth of this 
iuter-ooeanic waterway will be situated at 
some miles along the coast above Panama 
city, at tho spot where the rivor in question, 
called like so many other Hispano-American 
rivers, the Bio G-raiule or "groat river," 
flows into the Pacific. It appears from tho 
BuUctin that, whilo tho merit* and domrrits 
of several other routes were discussed at the 
meetings o' the society in question, to some 
of which allusion will bo made in a succeed- 
ing article, the Chagres route, now adopted 
by Monsieur de Losseps, was alone loft out, 
as Mr. Appleton, who intended to act as its 
spokesman, was suddenly called off to Boston, 
and Commodore Mead declined to act 
as his substitute on official grounds ; 
hence, in a matter of so much importance 
for Monsieur de Lessens, it would be very 
bad taste for tho writer to make at pro- 
Bent any statement* about tho cost of The engravings are worthy of all praise. In 
tho undertaking, or other particulars, uutil this part there are eight plates, illustrating 
such tiino as ho may be in a position i to aovonty-four coins ; thoy are printed on tino 
quota Monsieur do Lessens' own i authority, j Japanese paper made, if we miatako not, 

from the iliUumata (Edgewortkia papyrijenx) 
bark. 

In the notes on tho ooins in the catalogue, 
the degree of variety is givon by means of a 
number; this will be of great assistance to 

collectors. 

Tho first issue of copper coins was made 
in A.D. 708, at least twelve hundred years 



but thoy are all very deficient in tho depart- 
ment of eoppor coins, nono of thorn mention- 
ing more than thirty per cent, of the coins 
made of this motal. 

The laborious, oare-taking attention to 
detail and accuracy of the author are woll 
known; thoy have an illustration in his Chro- 
nological Tables, and are a guarantee for iht 
completeness of tho work. It is the author's 
intention to first give a comploto list, with 
illustrations, of the ooins of Japan, and in 
subsequent chapters to give genoral notes on 
tho circumstances attending their coinage, 
and tho conclusions to be drawn as to tbs 
commercial atato and prosperity of the coun- 
try at the different times, and on tho history 

it will 



of money in Japan, 
commend itself to co 

in 

and 

cut 



arrangement • 




given of I 
of the different coins ; they are 
from rubbings of the best specimens 
tiug of each coin, the coins being either 
in the collection of Mr. Bramsen, or borrowed 



from collectors in various parts of the < 
try. The engraving is also carefully com- 
pared during execution with the c - " 
so that the illustrations are exact i 
tions of individual coins. Owing to 
mode of production of the wood engravings 
tho portions of the coin in relief are — con- 
trary to the usual practice — printed in 
black ; this has the effect of ahowing op the 
device much more plainly and accurately than 
would have been the case bad the usual plan 
been followed. 



or that of his engineers, for sneh facts and 
fiVnres — the mnrc fo. n-i so much opposition 
lias lieen displayed - as formerly, in tho Sn-t 
canal proposal —during the entire discussions, 
against Mons, do Lesscps' selected routo; 
of the which tho readers of the J.^kiu Om ile 



ami all intelligent 
li an ultimate in- 
II 



can now form soma idea: 
Japanese, who have sue 
terest in the success of 
undertaking. In his next 

hopes to notice sotuo of the other tutoroceanic \ years after the coinage of 

routes, wiioie rival claims formed the subjects China, which seems to 1 

the Bulletin <■/ _ 



ns. de Lesaeps' a f t0 r tho coinage of Greece 
iicle. the writer , luhod, and probably nearly 



one thousand 



A tin 



■ li. 



Mission* reported 



'.v 



if S'l-'ivfy — already 



so often quoted, — and to which jonrnal lie 1 p grt i. 
again begs to oxpreM his obligations, irres- 1 the 



The Coins of Japan : by Willi ah B 



Th« copper, lead and iron 



ui and iron coins uroed hy 
YokobaiaiKaHyACe. 
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reign of Ohe-noang-to (B O. 847—810). It ia 
also later than the coinage of English — ex- 
cluding Roman — ooim in copper, for we find 
thai doriug the Heptarchy Northumbria, and 
perhaps otber kingdoms, coined a styca, a 
very rade coin, and of a low style of art. It 
ia noteworthy that in England no other 
copper coins were issued until the time of 
Elizabeth, although tradesmen*' tokens iu 
copper were in use before that date. 

The appearance of these first copper ooics 
in Japan was commemorated by an alteration 
in name of the year period (Nenyo) which 
was changed to Wado, or Japanese copper, 
•ltd the inscription on the coins is Wado-kai- 
cbiu meaning 'Japanese copper, a new pre- 
cious article.' In A.D. 760 there were bo 
many forged coins in circulation, that a new 
iaauu was made. Between that date and A.D. 
968, ten other new series were issued ; thoro 
was thou a break iu the ooinago of upwards 
of six hundred years, whan, in 1587, in the 
period Tentho, tlte starting point of a new era 
for Japan generally, a limited number of cop- 
per coins were cast. Since this isauo until 
that of the present time, commenced in 1870, 
there have boon eight different issues includ- 
ing tho tempo. 

As tho alloys of which the different coins 
are made vary considerably in composition, 
Mr. Bramsen takes oopper as inclnding brass 
and bronxe, and lead as inoluding pewter. 
The composition of the four principal kinds of 
mi is given below, for tho sake of those 
interested in the subject. 

The composition of individual coins of the 
same kind and name, is also found to vary 
within considerable limits, owing to the rough 
method of manufacture. The following per- 
centage numbers show approximately the 
composition, being from analyses made at the 
mint from samples obtained by melting 
1 hundred ounces of each kind. 



Tho old iron coins are no longer used in 
ordinary transactions, partly as there is on 
necessity for such smalt fractions of a sen, 
and also because thoir currency vulno ns fixed 
by the government ia below their valuo as old 
iron : they find a rather oxtenaive use, how- 
ever, in temples, ns a currency to heaven, being 
sol<l by tho priests and returned by tho pious 
worshipper in tho form of offerings. Though 
the scientific study of the coins ef Japan is 
not so fascinating as that of ancient Greek 
or Roman coins, nnd will not throw so much 
light on the religion nnd art of tho coun- 
try as is tho case in that of Greece and Rome, 
yet it will afford valuable historical and com- 
mercial evidence. The inscriptions on some 
of theso issues arc characteristic aud flowery, 
for example. Heavenly treasure of abun- 
dant profit. ; " " Th.» grent treasure of hea- 
ven;' "The everlasting currency of Buil- 
t-in ; " " The everlasting treasure of glorious 
peace"; and " Sacred treasure of wealth and 
long life." 

The thanks not only of numismatists and 
collectors, but also of nil student* of Japanese 
history, are duo to Mr. Bramsen for thus 
presenting them with the results of his 
labours in this attractive form. Wo most 
cordially wish tho book tho groat success 
it deserves, and hopo that the departure of 
the talented and hard-working author from 
Japan for a season will not be productive of 
any great delay in the publication of tlte 
succeeding parts. This first part deals only 
with the issues of the central government, 
which are but a small fraction of the whole. 
We notice that a French ©dition of the work 
is announced. 
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Copper ... 
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1.01 
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1.13 
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1.50 
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Antimony 
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.48 
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.08 
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16.54 
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Gold 
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trace 
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The presence of 164 per cent, of sine in 
tho Shi-mon-ueni is remarkable, and they are 
ntilised at tho mint to-day to supply the 
sine to the new copper (bronze) coins, which 
are of an alloy of 98 copper 1 tiu 1 sine. 

Tho first three kinds contain a large 
amount of arsenic and antimony, especially 
the former ; this arises, not from the copper — 
for Japanese copper is peculiarly free from 
these impurities, nnd therefore well soiled 
for electrical purposes— but fiom the inten- 
tional additional of a by-product obtained 
in the process of sepsrating silver from 
copper by means of lead, the liqnntiim pro. 
cess ; this by-product is an alloy mainly of 
copper, lead, arsenic and an antimony, and 
is called Mronn: Sl.irome is used in the 
preparation of tho ordinary bronze articles, 
being added to the main alloy to increase 



Much of the modern copper coinage is 
ow made by converting the old coins ; all 
the ;r is utilised; the line is furnished 

by the .Ai-naon-seW, and the tempo and other 
sent furnish tho necessary tin. The excess 
of these metals nnd the arsenic, lead, and 
antimony, are got rid of by oxidation during 



ENGLISH-JAPANESE ETYMOLOGY." 

r ■ TllIS work, which has just oomo from 
I the press, is a real boon for saholars 
who are making a beginning of the study of 
the Japanese tongue, and are not yet even 
acquainted with the Japanese alphabets ; 
while Mr. Imbrie's book gives them the Ja- 
panese words in English letters — a roost 
important help at tho first start. As its 
title implies, it treats of the part of gram- 
mar, so called ; without embarrassing the 
learner with the other leas necessary parts, 
at least, for the present. At pages 1 and 
2, the learner finds tho English mimes of 
the two forms of the Japanese syllabary, 
Iroha and Q»jn <m, containing 48 and f>0 
alphabetic syllables, respectively. Chapter 
2, furnishes a well digested stndy of tho 
Japanese verb, of which the author treats 
before tho noun, nftcr the plan of Arabic and 
other eastern grammarians. Tho rules are 
further explained by numerous examples, 
wherein the Japanose words are given in 
English letters, and nn Engliiah translation 
explains the meaning of tbo Japanese sen. 
fences, side l>y side. This plan is most 
advantageously carried nut. throughout the 
whole work, thns enabling the learner, with 
ordinary npplicalton. to acquire in a sh o t 
time not only a gre.it many ennversutions.1 
sentences upon almost all ordinary topics in 
Japanese ; but likewise, at the same time, 
to olitain a general idea of tho grammatical 
structure of tho Japanese tongue, from nn 
etymological point of view. It may interest 
general philologists to quote from Afr. Im- 
In ie'a book some examples of Japanese, ety- 
mology, thus, in tho paradigm of tho first 
conjugation, the root, koroslti (kill) becomes 



• Hatutbook ef E-jl 
William Imlrrit,' Tolivo : JVtnW «>» K. J 

Co., Yokohama. JTsU|f f Co., PvHiAtn. 



K'Japantu Etymology, 



htmhite (killing) and korothiia (killed), 
showing one mode of forming the prosont 
and past participles of Japanese verbs : in the 
paradigm of the second conjugation, the 
root ake (open) becomes akete (opening) and 
ahtta (opened) ; in another form, mi (see) 
becomes inife (seeing), and mita (seen) 
and, curiously enough, this word has a strik- 
ing analogy with mirar (to see) of tho 
Spanish and Romanic language*. The c>- 
pula, or verb " to be," has the form aru (am, 
is, are), very much like the English. Tho 
plural of Japanese nouns ia formed by 
adding snch syllables as domo, ra, taehi, 
or rjala, to tho singular : gender is cxem- 
plifed by mtuukH (boy) mutumt (giri) ; 
o ihika (buck), me. jika ( doe ) ; on dori 
(cock), mcu dori (hen). Case, as in many 
other tongues, is marked, by postpositions. 
The personal pronouns may be thus exom- 
emplified :— I is watakiuhi ; we is vealaknthi- 
dumo ; thou is omiys ; you, oumi/egata ; ho or 
she is are ; it, tort ; they is, arera. A curious 
featuro of the Japanese language is found in 
the different modes of expressing an in- 
ferior's and a superior's action, explained at 
pago 74 of Mr. Imbrio's hook ; thus, givo is 
cither agent or fcurerw, according to tho rank 
of tbo agent. This recalls tho masculine and 
feminine dialeots of tho old dead Caribbean 
tongue, each sex sneaking its own sexual 
idiom, according to Adelung'a authorities. 
Japanese adjectives follow the English 
rule, without ehnngo for gender or number 
or case; they may become adverbs by 
adding kit, as tide* (high), Inkuku (highly) ; 
warn (bad), varnlcu (badly). More is 
motto ; and most, inottamo, thus, in Mr. 
Imbrio's examplo : — Iyeyatu wa Xihon da 
mottomo nathikai hito no ufhi ilttrS — I sup- 
pose Iyeyosu was among tho most distin- 
guished "men of Japan. Tho adverbs nro 
fully explained with most copious examples 
highly useful for beginners, wbich take up 
37 pages of Mr. Imbrie's book ; leaving 
nothing more to be added on that often- 
times very perplexing class of words. As 
for the numerals, the Japauos© has only 
ten cardinal numbers, the 
taken from the Chinese; si 
of forming' the ordinals is 
as to, ten, lo-me tenth ; and no i 
a noon follows. At page 71, Mr. Im- 
brie gives a cursory example, at least for 
foreigners entirely ignorant of Japanose 
usages, of the Japanese mode of addressing 
letters, whieh is directly tho reverse of our 
own, the placo being first, and the name 
lost. Here is Mr. Imbrie's exemplification 
of this qneer style of address : Tnk'ojo (city), 
A-.yo H«*hi i 
lte'ho,ne Ni 

word being equivalent to our " Mr. 

and placed t/Ur, not be/ore, the name. In 
Jnpnnese, the words, cillud by ourselves in 
English " propositions," follow the words 
whoso position they determine; as in many 
other Wngn for instance tbo Gusrani 

and the Kafir— hence being really hero 
postpositions; to winch class Mr. Imhriu 
devotes 18 pages, from 72 to 90, fomi»h- 
ing several oxamples of Japanese sentences 
illustrating tho use of each postposition — 
thus immensely assisting the tyro in Japanese. 
He treats of (he conjunctions in like manner, 
in the tenth and last chnptor containing 1-3 
pages, of his most useful bo«l» ; followed 
by a short Addendum on the verb " to 
be." Three indexes, nlpliabetically arrang- 
ed, the first general, the second containing 
tho "English words illustrated;" nod tlio 
third the "Japanese words illustrated," iu 



.• ku (district). Knbiki Cko (ward), 
J7 /«•« eh! (N„. 2 first eio), 
3wA.„,.7,ie «t.*i (name), the last. 
. iv.:..» „„.. ...,i„..i t„ „„» >• \t~ " 
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the body of the work, must also 
prove very handy for tho learner. 

In fine, mi errata corrigenda sets right 
, the few typographical errors that havo 
unavoidably crept into tho letter press. In 
his preface, tho author courteously — as in 
duty bound — acknowledge* hi* own obliga- 
tions to the works of other Japanese scholars, 
as Dr. Hepburn,' tho Messrs. Sstow and 
Aston, and tho distinguished Japanese philo- 
logist, Ilsikn Knjinoauke Snma — " but for 
whose pationt work tho book would probably 
DOTCr have been written," says its author, Mr. 
Irobrie. Tho reviewer, while expressing his 
own special satisfaction at the important help 
afforded him, ss a Japanese tyro, by this 
invaluable publication, from that point of 
Tiew, hesitates net to point out this work to 
philologists in tho United States and Great 
Britain ; and, itfftccd, in all l.ugligh speaking 
countries, ss, perhaps, the very best work of 
the sort yet published, for Japanese students 
at tho outset; and it msy confidently take 
its stand beside similar works for the study 
of Hindustani (like Roger's), Ainharic (like 
Muuxiugcr's), Turkish (liko IlaUi's) and 
Tho pntttllMV and 
very creditably for the 



NEW TESTAMENT TRANSLATION. 

W« have received Irom the America >i Bible 
a copy of the Warera no tJtu J V a U 
> Skin Yak* sen $ho, the New Testa- 
ment in Japanese, trsnslileraled by J. C. 
Hepburn, M.D., L.L.D. 

The labours of this modest but excellent phi- 
lanthropist snd Japanese srholsr in the causes 
of learning sud Christieuity in Japan are well 
known. Ilia dictionary, Jupanese-English, and 
English-Japanese, wss the first work of its kind 
published in this country, and notwithstanding 
the more elaborate and copious contribution of 
Mr. Satow. it still retains its high rank for ac- 
curacy and general usefulness. In the midst of 
other occupations. Dr. Hepburn has fouud lime 
to add to his literary reputation a complete 
romamsod version ot the New Testament, s 
piece of work which oau be but imperfectly 
estimated by its exietit which embraces 653 
closely printed roysl octavo pages. 

Of the quality of the translation we do not 
feel competent to form an opinion. Dr. 
Hepburn's close association with the gentlemen 
who undertook the work, is itself s guarantee 
of excellence ; but we msy. at a later lime, 
have occasion to notice it critically. 

The American Bible Society are to be con- 
gratulated on this valuable addition to their 
library, and the Ihsoks of all who desire the 
promotion of good works are due to tboso whose 
labour has yielded this good fruit. 

The book is very well printed by Messrs. 
Meiklriohn ft Co. It is strongly bound in 
half calf, and is a marvel of cheapness, the 
prico being only one dollar which brings it 
within the reach of all classes. 



The summons in Chambers by which the 
defendants in the Pitman v. Keswick case 
sought to obtniti from tho plaintiff security 
for costs before the case is pone on with", 
was to hnvo come on again to-day (Oct. 14). 
but wss again postponed on tho affidavit, of 
Mr- .Mackintosh, that ho had reasonable 
ground for belief, through communications 
tomographic and otherwise which ho had re- 
ceived flora Mr. Pitman, that tho plaintiff 

wnnM lw« in M.,»^.l-,.rw. I.*, t k.. OO...S _.l • I • 



depart*. 



„.,. , iiomii, iiiai. uio piainuu 
would be in Hongkong by the 28nl. which is 
(he date at present fixed for the trial of tho 
l Mail, 



A cmicxiT match was played yesterday (14th 
Oct.) between the 8cottish eleven w the World, 
but ss before it ended in an unsatisfartory drawn 
game, no time having been stipulated by Ibe 
ea plaint of the respect ire sides at which to draw 
the wickets : an oversight which hss occurred 
on more than one occasion during the present 
cricket seston. On the Scottish side Mr. Mol- 
linon made the top score of 40, which was 
played for in his old style of ten yesrs ago, 
but ho wss let off twice in tho early part of 
his innings by the doctor who certuinly 
was not in form yesterday. Mr. Hutchison 
made the next best score (29) batting in very 
good form. The other double flgu res were 
Messrs. Suiter (16) Hamilton (11) Milne (not 
out 16). The rxlras contributed 18 to the scoro 
including 10 wulrs bowled by Mr. Abbott. 

The ' World ' did not appear in brilliant 
form. Messra. Trerethiek (12) Hearne (16) 
and Davirs (19). the two latter not out, 
ucio all that got into duublo figures. Dr. 
Wheeler was taught st short-leg by Mr. Rich- 
mond in good style, while Mr. Gordon astonish- 
ed himself and the spectators by the masterly 
manner in which he manipulated the strong 
drives of Messrs. Durant and Abbott. The 
game was not played out on account of the 
light, but had it been, there is little doubt 
the Scotsmen would have been victorious. 

Below we give the score :— 

Scots mw. 

J. Doddt b. Abbott 

J. P. Mollison c. d'Almeida b. 
W. B. Thomson h. w. Wheeler 
W. Sutter c. Abbott b. Wh 
0. Hamilton b. Wheeler ... 

A. Milne not out 

J. D. Hutchison b Abbott... 
0. C. Wood b. Abbott 

C. Esdalo b. Abbott 

T. 0. Richmond b. Wheeler 
W. Gordon c, snd b. Wheeler 
Byes 

Byes ... 



132 



NoTWHOSTASOixe tho dull weather of Satur- 
day afternoon (Oct. 16th), a very good match at 
base-ball was played between officers of the 
TJ. 8. ships of war in port, and members of the 
Yokohama Base ball Club, the former bting 
victorious. These games are played with great 
skill, snd otfer interesting amusement to 
onlookers, which is enhanced by tho jier- 
formances of the bsnd of tho U. S. flsg-shin 

I>."-L J 



October 16th, lftBO. 
Time 2b. 25tu. 
U. S. Naval Omcm | Yokohama B.B. Club. 



Fnllam 

Hodges (*. 

Thorn 2B. 

David RF 

Cahirni'ss ...S.S. 

Kinir L l\ 

Wright 311. 

Konlk C.K. 

Licner V. 



T(m Rant. Ouli. 
.IB. 4 3 



22 27 



Pt*, Hum Ouu 

Knox IB. 4 1 

Conn-bill S.S. 1 4 

Merrinian.W. C. 0 6 

WhiUnoro ... P. 1 4 

Morse 2B. 2 3 

Ui'l burn ht\ 2 3 

Somnels C.K. 1 3 

Bi-juichamp...R.K. 2 1 

Merriaian, C. 3B. 1 3 

U 27 



Innings. 

12846G780 
U. 8. Naval officers... 51012553 1=22 
Yokohama B.B. Club 1 X 1 0 0 0 1 1 B«U 



A vBinrsLT match to test the merits ef two 
well known ponies took plan on the mo 

of October 20th, the conditions being s 

One mile. $50 a aide. Scale weights. 

Bonny Doon Mr. Jeyes 1 

King/Uher Mr. Hunt 2 

it ; goint^p" ib^huT hTwL^ni! eW^A^ 
Doon being steadied. This order wss maintained 
until the half mile wss reached, when Kina/Uher 
began to slow down and it wss soon all over. 
Bonny Doon winning in a cantor by twenty 
lengths. Time, 2 minutes 28 seconds. 

A cmcxk match wss commenced yesterday 
afternoon (Slat), between eleven of the Y. C. C. 
w. Visitors, and an interesting game was antici- 
pated. Tho rain, however, prevented even one 
innings from being finished. The club won the 
toaa and went in, Dr. Wheeler and Mr. Mollison 
taking the batting. They were very speedily dis- 
posed of, and as Mr. Abbott followed their ex- 
ample the first three wickets fell for three runs. 
Mr. Hamilton made a good stood and scored 
34 before it was decided to atop playing. Mr. 
Podds was unluckily run out after making 8. 
Tho following is the score :— 

Dr. Wheelor c. Ritchie b. Dunman .... 2 
J. P. Mollison c. Substitute b. Dunman 0 
G. Hamilton not out 34 

E. Abbott c. Ritchie b. J. Van Buren .. 1 

J. Dodda run out 8 

Thompson ditto 1 

W. B. Thomson not out 8 

F. A Cope did not bat 

D'Almeida ditto 

Hearne ditto 

C. D. Mom ditto 

Byes 1 

Byos e * • * * ••••*>« 1 

• •■•ees* ■■ ••••seeell 

67 



Dunman 60 

J. Van Buren... 68 
J. Ritchie 5 



32 0 2 7 
21 5 1 1 
10 0 0 



Tin Wokld. 

Dr. Wheeler c. Richmond b. Sutter ... 
0. H. Thompson c. Dodds b. Sutter ... 
F. H. Trevetbick run out 

E. Abbott c. Gordon b. Sutter 

J. d'Almeida b. Sutter 

H. C. Litchfield b. Thomp 

B. Dorsot c. Gordon b. ! 

C. E. Stephen b. Sutter 

F. A. Cope 1. b. w. b. T 
A. Hearne not out 
A. Davies not out 



Bowinto A ka lysis.— ScoisjutK. 



2 
4 

12 
2 
6 
7 
0 
8 
6 
16 
19 
4 



Thompson...l05 

Suiter 00 

Mollison ... 15 



Abbott 00 

Wheeler ...113 
Stephens ... 30 
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NIPPON RAGE CLUB. 
AUTUMN 

Foist Dat,— Wadnetday, 27/* October. 

More delightful weather could not have 
been desired than the races yesterday were 
favoured with ; and a targe number of the 
residents of, and visitors to, Yokohama pre- 
sented themselves on the conrso to enjoy the 
sport provided by the committee of the Nip- 
pon Race Club. 

It is an old saying that "its an ill wind that 
blows nobody good;" and if the typhoon 
that blew the grand stand to pieces a fow 
weeks ago had anything to do with the 
pleasing appearance of its successor yesterday, 
then the gale certainly did some good for the 
comfort of visitors to the race meeting. Wo 
do not remember on any previous occasion 
seeing the stand more tastefully arranged 
than for this meeting. At the Spring moot- 
ing we had occasion to comment unfavour- 
ably upon tho fact that tho space provided 
for tho Japanese visitors of rank was 
not sufficiently distinctive to prevent it being 
unconsciously occupied by foreigners. For 
this occasion the stand has been divided into 
three oompartmonts, one for the ladies and 
their escorts, tho centre for Japanese nobility, 
and the rest of the stand for the subscribers, 
and so marked off ss not to be mistaken. 
This arrangement, together with Mr. Jar- 
main's tasteful decoration, gave the grand 
stand a more agreeable appearance than usual. 

The Japanese visitors present inclndrd, 
among others whose names we could not 
gather,— 




Prince 

Saigo, 

H. B. Iuouje. 
Madame Uyen 
Miss Inouye 

Among the foreign visitors we noticed, — 
Obevalior Max. Hoffenfels. 
Admiral Clita. 

M. do Strove, Russian minister. 

Mr. von Eisendecber, German minister. 

Mr. Kennedy, H.B.M. charge d'affaires. 

A Japanese band was present and enlivened 
tho intervals between the raoes with some 
excellent music. 

I. — The Gsimn Pun. — Value $200. 
For Japan Ponies that havo never ran in a 
race in Tokio or Yokohama. Weight as per 
scale. Five furlongs. Entrance $10. 

Mr. YemashinuVa GiokvU 10at Mb ... 1 

Mr. S Chiefs tW lOct 6lbs... 2 

Mr. K. Chiefs Chmeklt lOat 61b*.. . 8 

Mr. PhiUppoa'a Wtnttl lost Bibs... 0 

Mr. HijjkaU's HisVa Oat ixlbs... 0 

Count Dioabaeh's Loajtr lust libs... 0 

Mr. Hugo's Kuromatr* lOat lllbs... 0 

Mr. Hugo's Kirin 10st 01b ... 0 

Mr. Buchanan's Contain lust 10IU... 0 

Mr. King's Uouijik lost 101b*... 0 

The first event of the meeting brought ten 
oat of eleven entries to face the starter, and 
there was a glorious uncertainty as to the 
winner. Tho start was a straggling one, but 
perhaps it wua as well the ponies were let go, 
aa the result of the race in all likelihood 
would not have been altered. Mr. Chiefs 
pair got well away, Chuckle cutting out the 
running at a rattling pace, hard pressed" by 
bis stable companion and Qiokuio. On enter- 
ing the straight five or six of the ten ponies 
were well together, bat the three mentioned 
a bo re held their own, Chuckle still leading, 
Chaff and Giokuto racing neck 



a length in the rear. Daring the last hun- 
dred yards Giokvto was called npon by his 
jockey ^»who rode well, and, answering gamely 
to the call, wen by a neck from Chaff, Chuckle 
falling into third place. Time, 1 m. 25 sec. 

2. — Thb Half-bred Maiden Plate.— Value 
$150. For Half-Bred Ponies that hare never 
run a race in Tokio or Yokohama. Weight as 
per seals. Five furlongs. Entrance, $5. 

Mr. Yamaahima'e Taehibana lOat Glba... 1 

Mr. ftW^- lost 8lba - i 

The three ponies went away to an excellent 
start, but had scarcely 
Taehibana assorted his snperiority by 
ing the lead, and distancing his 
before the trees were reached, coming 
winner, hard held, by any number of longths, 
in 1 m. 17 sec. 

Taehibana is a handsome, strongly built 
black pony, who will prove a formidable com- 
petitor to Admiral I tout and Bon Rene. 

3. — Till Fchitama Ccp. — Value $150. For 
Japan Ponies. Weight as per scalo. One mile. 
Entrance, $5. 

Count Diaabach'a Jim BiUt lOat 41b*... 1 

Mr. Hturo'a KalerftUo luat 41bs... i 

Mr. B. Cbiftfa'a t huekU lOst Gibs... 0 

There was a bad start for this race. 
CAuvcJUs bolted and JimHill* attempting to bolt 
allowed KaUrfelto to take the lead. Jim 
Uilli allowed the brown to retain the lead 
to the five furlongs, when he challenged and 
passed him, though shortly after be draw 
back and allowed tho brown to go to the 
front on sufferance until the distance post, 
when Jim HiUe was set going and wou with 
ease in 2.21 J. Chuelcle refused to gallop 
until the others were a quarter of a mile in 
front. 

4. — The Gstm* Sweepstakes. — Value 
$ — . For China Subscription Griffins only. 
Weight as per scalo. One mile. Compul- 
sory Entrance of $20 ; $10 returned if forfeit 
declared before 4 p.m., on Wednesday, the 
20th October. 

Mr. Kurant a Droit* China lOat 8lba... 1 

Mr. Kennedy n/a Centaur lost Alba... 2 

Mr. Phllippua'a 8<hneidtr lOat Uba... 3 

Mr. Durand'a PcJadn lOat 61ba... 0 

Count Diesbaoh's Hdor lOat 6lba... 0 

Mr. Hugo's KteAskow lost Ulbs... 0 

Mr. Cope's Praryn lOat 21be... 0 

Mr. Bnchanan'a OU Bias lOat lllbe... 0 

Mr. E. Mason's Heather Bloom... 1 Oat Ribs... 0 

All the ponies entered came to the starting 
poet. Penryn and Paladin soon cut out 
the running for the others, bnt tbe latter was 
finished at the half mile. Penryn was pnt 
under the lash rather early in the race, and 
showed symptoms of shutting up by the 
timo tho trees were reached, as Dresden 
Chitut and Centaur and Schneider were clns- 
iug on him fast, and on entering the straight 
he collapsed. A very good race enaued 
between Centaur and Dresden China, the latter 
winning by a little over a length. Time, 
2 24. This was a popular and well deserved 
win. 

5. — The Rikcotjnsho Cup. — Value . 
for Japau Ponies. Weight aa per 

Half a mile. Entrance »10. 

Count Diaabach'a Oymu lOst Elba... 1 

Mr. Santa's tfieoa lost 01b ... X 

Mr. Hijikata'a Xattuo lost Ilba... 3 

Mr. Okocbi'a ChAi lOat SIbs... 0 

Mr. Buchanan's AntuiiulaU lOat 61bs... 0 

Some difficulty was experienced in getting 
tho ponies away, but at length the flag fell to 
a very good start, Ogama, the. farouiito, im- 
mediately cutting out the running with little 
Hujan close on his quarters. The latter shut 



np, however, on entering the straight and the 
old favourite won easily. Higa* securing 
second place. Time, 61} sees. 

6. — The Navt axd Visitors Cpp.— Valuo 
-. Presented for Japan and China Ponies." 
pan Poniea, non-winnera at this meeting, 5 

lbs. allowance. China Ponies weight aa per 
scale. Three-quarters of a mile. Entrance, 
$10. 

Mr. Keunadv n/a c. r. SlodWdU.lOet Zlbs... 1 
Mr. Durant'a c. r. Dartmoor (late 

BattUndtr) lOat Slbs... t 

Mr. E. Mnaon's c. r. Chi*/ Mom. 

jolum lOat lllbs... S 

Chief Mongolian started first favourite, 
Dartmoor second. Skexladdle got ths best 
of the start and made the most of it, though 
speedily challenged by the Dun and 
Dartmoor was loft lengths behind. At the 
trees Skedaddle had a slight advantage of 
Chi''/ Mongolian, and Dartmoor coming with 
a rush rendered the race quite an open one. 
Skedaddle, howevor, still hold the lead and 
after a splendid strugglo won from Dartmoor 
by throe quarters of a length, Chief Mongo- 
lian shutting np at the finish, bnt .neverthe- 
less ho was within two lengths of the winner. 
Time, 1.37. SkedaddU docs credit to his 
trainer, being in per foot condition 

7. — Thb Actum* Cop.— Value $150. Half- 
Bred Ponies. Weight as per scale. Win- 
ners at the Spring Meeting 7 Ihs. extra. 
Throe-quarters of a milo. Entrance, $5. 

Const Diaebach'a AanHrol R*u..Uet 71ba... 1 

General Saigo' a Atagateo 10at 9lba... i 

Mr. Matauinura'a Quito lOst 4lha... 3 

Mr. DuruucVa Phernix (lat« Gun. 

•as lOst (Uba... 0 

Considerable difficulty was experienced in 
sending the poniea sway, bat eventually the 
starter succeeded in getting thorn off on oven 
terms. Little Aeagawo cut out the running 
at a desperate pace, soon putting three 
lengths between himself and Guho, Admiral 
Rout third and Phoenix away in the rear, a 
position he held to the finish. On passing 
the trees the ^Admiral had olosed on the 
leador, who, however, still looked liko the 
winner, but aa soon as the straight was en- 
tered tho cbeennt slackened his pace and the 
grey challenged and passed him easily, win- 
ning by three lengths. Time, 1.8CJ. 

8. — Tub Moxoolum Ccp.— Value $1 50. For 
China Poniea. Weight sa per scale. One 
Mile and a quarter. Entrance $5. 

Mr. Oaborn'a Bonny Book lOat Slbs... 1 

Mr. Hueo'a Kinmaieu (late Black 

VdvH) lOat lllbs... 2 

Mr. K. Mason's Caw/MoseoUan.lOat lllbs... S 

Mr. R. Chiera flows lOat Slbs... 0 

Count Diesbaeh's Glad 1 at iilba... 0 

Mr. Akroyd'a KingjitSrr lOat lllbe... 0 

Mr. Durant'a Dairy Chain lOst Wbe... 0 

Seven ponies started, Girl beirifj tho fa- 
vourite ami he got the best of a somewhat 
uneven start, and led psst the stand, 
with Chief Mongolian who started lsst 
making the paco hut. At tho foot of the 
hill the Chief was sent to the front, and 
Kintatt closed on Gled. At the half 
mile Chi>f Mongolian was leading by two 
lengths, Qled second, Kintatz on his quarter. 
Doing Chain fourth, Clown fifth and Bonny 
Doers sixth. At the three furlongs Doting 
Doon wss set going and cnt down pony after 
pony with astonishing rapidity nntil he reach- 
ed Blnck Velvet, who answered his challenge 
gamely and the pair theu olosed on Chief 
Mongolian, who suocambed a hundred yards 
from tho post. Bonny Doon winning by a 
lieiul from llhick Vtltet amid enthusiastic 
cheering, and his rider received many eon- 
2.49J 
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9. — The Kunaisro Petes — Presented. An 
object of Art with 950 added. Far Japan 
ponies. Weight u per scale. Winnern of 
No. 8 or 6 excluded. Three-quarters of a 
mile. Entrance, 95. 

Count Dietbach's Oyama lOat 21bs... 1 

Sir. Mataumura'a SMro. tori-ea- 
ts**. lnit !tbs... 2 

Mr. R- Cbisfs Chuckle lOat Slbs... 3 

It wu twilight when this race came off, 
rendering it difficult to distinguish the ponies 
at the opposite aide of the conine. Oyama, 
it is almost unnoccaanry to say, was the 
Chuckle refused to gnllop for 
be got fairly going, 
be showed that he can ran if he likes. A 
good race ensued between the other pair, 
Oyama winning in 1.45J. 

Sxookd Dat,— Thurtday, 2$th October. 

Tho attendance was better to-day than 
yesterday. Several members of the House- 
bold Department, and of the foreign diplo- 
matic oorpa wore present. 

The band of the Richmond was on the 



1. — The Maiden Platb.— Value For 
Japanese Ponies I lint have never won a race 
in Tokio or Yokohama. Weight as per scale. 
Half a mile. Entrance,' 95. 

Mr. Sagara's Htfun lost 01b ... 1 

Mr R. Chief-. Chaf lost Mbs... 2 

Mr. Kiog'a Moudjik lost lOlbs... 3 

Mr. Durunil's flutes 10»t Ribs... O 

Count Dieibach's Loafer 10st Slbs... 0 

Mr. Hugo's fins lOet Olb ... 0 

Kirin gavo somo trouble at the start and 
spoilt his chance somewhat by bolting twice. 
However, he succeeded in getting well away 
in the Tan when the flag fell, but was pumji- 
od out before entering the straight, giving 
place to Uiijan and Chaff, between whom n 
hard fought raco took place, resulting in a 
win for JJigan by a length and a half. Time, 
1 m. 4 see. 

The troublo at the start was caused by 
heilo, who are a great nuisance to the starter 
as they hold to their ponies until they think 

2-Thb Britamkla Cop.-Value »-. Pre- 
fer Japan and China Por.iea. Japan 
reighU, China Ponies 7 lbs 
«tra. Winners at the meeting 7 lbs. extra, 
for China 

$10. 

Mr. Durant's c. r. Dorrswor lOat Site... 1 

Mr. E. Mason's 0. r. Cm*/ Mem- 

POIMM flMMH .10* lllbs... 2 

Mr. Hugo's c p. Kintatt lust lllbs... 3 

Chit/ Mongolian started first favorite for 
this evont, bnt failed to sustain his reputa- 
tion. Truo ho got rather the worst of the 
stirVt, but he does not finish well this meet, 
ing. Dartmoor got off with the lead and soon 
nut a wide gap between himself and his com- 
petitors, which, however, the Chief lessened 
on ascending the hill ; and at the fire fur- 
longs challenged for first place, which the 
dun succeeded in getting, but nt the quarter 
mile the spotted puny was sent to the front 
again, a position he held to the finish, win- 
ning by two lengths. Kintati came well 
down the straight, but did not get near 
enough to be dangerous. The time was rcry 
gu.ul-2 m. 1+1 sees. 

u— Thb Keseki ClP — VmIiio 9— . Pre- 

seated bv the Governor of Kauagnwa. Fur 

Half-bred Ponies. Weight as per scale. Half 
a mile. Entrance, 95. 

Mr. Matsuuiura's Oio» «>st 41b... . 1 

General Saigos Atovawo 1't.t albs... ) „ 

fount Dicsbach's frantic* lost Slbs... ) * 

Mr. Oux^tiJ ii Ph&nix lust Gibs.,, 0 



Warwick started first favourite, and the 
result of the raoe was a complete surprise. 
Oioeo got well away at the start and thongh 
hard pressed by Atagawo hold his lend to the 
finish, Wanrick making a dead heat for 
second pIsco with Atagawo, whose jockey 
pulled him at the finish. Time 59}. 

4. — Tas Mrrsc Dishi Cup. — Value 9150. 
Presented for Japan Ponies. Weight as per 
scale. Winners of one raco at the Meeting 
7 lbs. extra of 2 or more races lOlbs. extra 
Ponies that have not started in a previous 
■•ace at tho Meeting excluded. One Mile and 
a Quarter. Entrance, 95. 

Mr" K. Ch^s C CWl7i^..y.'.7.:iOat Mbs'.".'. I 

This race was reduced to a match between 
Jim HilU aud Chuckle, tho former being first 
favourite, and winning with ease. Time, 

5. — The Lottert Ccp. — Value 9 — • Pre- 
sented. For Japrtn and China Ponies 
Weight as per scale. Half a mile. Entrance, 
910. 



the leader and the pair raced neck and neck for 
some distance pntting quite a gap between 

thorn and the others. At the three furlongs 
Daily China gave in and allowed Skedaddle 
to wre&t second plsce from him. Bonny 
Doon, on the straight being ent~ 
with a rnsh and secured the load, 
then wrested second place from Clown 
tho distance post was reached in this oi™ 
when Bonny Doon unexpectedly shut np. 
Sl*d*d,lle had the lead for an instant only 
when it was wrested from him by Clmcn, who 
thus won tho best race of the meeting, amidst 
great cheering. Time; 3.26. 

8 — Thb Shimosa Cup. — Valns 9150. For 
Half-Bred Ponies. Weight as per scalo. 
Winner of No. 7, 1st day, 71bs. Extra, other 
Winners at the Mooting Slbs. Extra. One 
mile. Entrance, 95. 

General Saiga's Bon RJnf 10st Mbs... 1 

Count Dieibach's Admiral Jtou»...10at Olb ... S 



Count Dicihoch'. 1. r. Oyama ...l"*t Slbs... 1 

Mr. Durant's o. p. Dartmoor lust Slbs... 8 

Mr. S. Mason' a c. p. Chief Mim- 

»°mm lOst lllbs... 3 

Mr. Matsumura's 1. e. SAira-torv 

yw*t**« lost 21bs... 0 

Count Dicboch's c. r. Victor ...tOst 61bs .. 0 

This was a magnificent raoe, Dartmoor 
sinning first favourite. Chief Mongolian 
second, Oyama third. Dortmnor bolted at tho 
starting post, but this preliminary spin was 
only a breather for him, and did not imperil 
his chance in anyway. Oyama and 
Dartmoor out out the running .at the start, 
both racing together — the black a head in 
advance, Chief Mongolian well up. On enter* 
ing the straight the leaders swerved into the 
centre of the track, and gave the Chief an 
opportunity of getting inside, a position he 
speedily possessed himself of. A splendid 
race then ensued between tho two, resulting 
in Oyama winning by a short head from 
Dartmoor, Chief ifongijiau being at the 
lattcr's girths. Time, CO sees. 

C— Thb Nkoishi Cup.— Value 9150. For 
Japan Ponies. Weight as per scale. Win- 
ners at the Meeting 10 lbs. extra. Five Fur- 
longs. Entrance, 95. 

Mr. Buchanan's Annandale lOat 6Ibs... 1 

Mr. K. Chief. Chaf lOst Gibs... i 

~b ... s 



This race caused more excitement than any 
of tho meeting. Bon Eeni got the bast of 
the start, but was speedily ovortaken by 
Admiral Ro<i* and tho pair meed neck and 
neck up the hill. Bon Rene then again 
showed slightly in advance but was 
immediately challenged by Admiral 
Rout ; and the excitement iu the stand 
became intenso as tho pair raced neck 
and neck together. On entering the 
straight, Bon Reni had a lead of half a 
length, but at the distance post was again 
challenged by the grey, who ran plnckily, 
and for a few yards tho pair raced even, bnt 
in the last twenty yards Bon Rene forged 
slightly a head and won by a neck amid the 
wildest excitement. The time, was not good 
for half-breds, being 2.12, which if we re- 
member rightly, baa been equalled by Benny 
Doon. 

9.— Thb Flt-awat Stakes. — Value 9100. 
For Japan Ponies. Weight as per scale. 
Winnors at the mooting exclnded. Three 
quarters of a mile. Entrance, 95. 

Mr. Hugo's ralerftUo lost 4ibs... 1 

Mr. K. Chiefs Chaf lOst Slbs... > 

Mr. K. Chief. Chuckle lOst Slbs... 0 

Mr. Onraad's Plato* .lOst Slbs... 0 

Four ponies faced the starter. It was a 
bad start, Katerfelto winning by two 
from Chaff. Time, 1 m. 42j sec. 



Mr. 

Mr. Okochi's Chibi .....lOst flba... 0 

^nnanJafe started first favourite, and after 
a well contested race with Chaff won by a 
little over a length. Time 1 .22*. 

7. -The German Cup.— Value 9— For 
China Ponies. Weight sa per scale. Win- 
ner of No. 8, 1st day 7 lbs. extra. Sub- 
scription Griffins 7 lbs. allowance. One mile 
and a Half. Entrance, 910. 

Mr. B. Chief. Clow* lOst 61bs... 1 

Mr. Kennedy n/a Skedaddle lOst 21ba... S 

Mr. On born'. Bonny Doon IPst Slbs... 3 

Mr. Vhilippus's Schneider lOst 81bs... 0 

Mr. Kennwly n/a Centaur lOst Slbs... 0 

Mr. Durud'a faUutin lOat Slbs... 0 

Count Diesbach'a died lOst 2lba... 0 

Mr Hugo's Kintati lOat lllbs... 0 

Mr. Cope's Pmryn lost Bibs... 0 

Mr. Durant's Daity Chain lOst Slbs... 0 

The result of this race was ono of those 
upsets which takes every one by surprise 

and causes so much excitement. All the 
ponies got awny pretty well, Daisy Chain and 
Skedatl'Ue racing neck and neck past the stand, 
Clmen in close attendance followed by Kin 
mini, Bonny Doon and the others. At the 
thn-e-iiUHt-lcr mile Ihiity Chain had a dear 
lead of two lengths, Clown second. The lat- 
ter pony after ascending the hill 



Dai, — Friday, 29 tA October. 

The weather was warm and bright, and a 
largo number of spectators gathered together 
to view the events of the last day of Urt 

meeting. 

1.— The Hcrdle Racb.— Value 9100. For 
China and Japan Ponies. Japan Ponies 
weight as per scale. China Ponies 71bs. 
extra. Once round and o> distance. En- 
•5. 



Count Diesbaeh's CH. c. P. Check- 
mate v list 41ba... 1 

Mr. Hugo's d. o. p. M Mbb sBS ...list slbs... 1 

Mr. Buchanan's a. i. p. Amum- 
daU „ lOat Slbs... 0 

Annandale led at tbe start and came to the 

first hurdle at a rattling pace but abied off. 
Tbe other pair took the leap easily, and im- 
mediately after Annandale took a standing 
leap over the hurdle and soon got into second 
place. At the second and third hurdles all 
the ponies baulked, but ChecJemate, with Mr. 
Loxton np, was the first to show the way 
and was not headed afterwards. AnnamdaU 
stopped at tho half mile until he lost all 
chance of even proving dangerous. 
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2. — Ttri Japak C(M80L4Tio».— V«lne f— . 
For all beaten Ponies at tbe meeting. Weight 
as per »o«le. Five farlonga. A Sweepetakre 
of S10 each. 

Mr. Hijikata'a oh. j. r. Maine... lout 2lbs... 1 

Mr. E. Chief* d. t. p. CKof lost 61bs... 2 

Mr. Hugo's bl. j. p. Kxnn lOst 01b ... 3 

Mr. PliUipptia'e o. i. r. H r nuW...10st 81bs... 0 
Mr. K. Chiefs n i. p. C\neJcU ...lOst «lb«,.. 0 
Count Diesbacb's nu t. p. Loa/W lOtt 2lbs... 0 
Mr. Hugo's b. j. p. AWoaucs«...lo*t Xlbs... 0 
Mr. Chief declared best to win. The lot 
went away to a straggling start, but at the 
trees Ifatmo showed in front and tbe 
strenuous efforts of hia jockey succeeded in 
landing him a winner from Chaff by a length 
and a half, Kirin an indifferent third. Time, 
1 m. 20| see. 

3. — The Halp-Bsip Oo5goukTif>!». — Value 
•00 For all beaten Half-Bred Ponies at tho 
Meeting. Weight as per scale. Three-quarters 
of a Mile. A. Sweepstakes of $10 each. 

General Saigo'sc. a. I) Atafavn>..\0(A aba... 1 

Coast Dieshach's bb. n. a. War- 
wick ..lOstMbs.. 2 

Mr. Durand's ». h. p. PkamU ....10»t 61ba... 8 

The flag fell to an even start, bat Warwick 
refused to go out of a canter nutil the others 
had left him twenty lengths in the rear, and 
so lost his chance. Ataanwt led all the way 
easily, and won in 1 m. 38} sees., Waneiek 
securing second place. 

4. — The Chisa Consoiatios. — Value $ — . 
For all beaten Ponies at the Meeting. 
Weight as per scale. Onco Mound and a Dis- 
tance. A Sweepstakes of 910 each. 

Count Dieshach's s. c. p. Oled ...lOst 21be... 1 
Mr. Hugo's b. c. P. Kintatz... 10a* Ulhs... 2 
Mr. Akroyd's D.c. p. Kingju)ttr..ia*t lllbs... 2 
Mr. PhUippoa'a e. o. p. chmmdtr. lOst 8lba. . . 0 
Mr. Durand's o. o. P. Paladin ...htt 61bs... 0 
KintaU made the running from the start, 
leading all the way until entering the straight 
when Qltd challenged and a most exciting 
race ensued, resulting in Gletl winning by a 
neck. Time, 2.38|. 

5. — The Committee Cup. — Value $— . 
Presented. Champion Race for Japan Ponies. 
Weight as per scale. One mile. Entrance, 
$10. 

Count Dieshach's b. j. p. Jim 

Ost Albs... 1 
2 

Count 

Dieabach's two ponies only came to the start- 
ing post and Oyama was pulled shortly after 
starting, and Jim UilU, the inferior pony of 
tbe two by long odds, cantered round. 

6. — Thb Ractso Stakes. — Value $ — . 
Champion Race for Half-brad Ponies. Weight 
aa per scale. One Mile. Entrance, $10. 

General Haigo's s. h. b. Bern Bini. lOst Bibs... 1 

Count Dieshach's a. H. B. Ad- 
miral Rout , list 01b ... 2 

Again Boh R&ne and Admiral Routt had a 
race to themselves, the bay getting slightly 
tbe advantage at tbe start, but did not hold 
it long. In tbe back stretch, however, he 
racod op to the grey, and tho pair went 
together for a furlong, when Boh Itini took 
tbe lead nod held it to tho finish, winning 
by three lengths to tho intense satisfaction of 
tho Japanese spectators. Time, 2.10*. 

7. — Tut Frsncu Co?.— Value i— . Cham- 
pion Rueo for China Ponies. Weight aa per 
scale. One mile and a Quarter. Entrance, 
$10. 

Mr. Kennedy n a o. c. r. Skflad- 

41* 10»t 21b»... 1 

Mr. Osborn's a. c. r. J/oany Doon .lost 81b... 2 
Mr. Durant's r. c. r. Darimcvr ..l<*t (lbs... 3 

Mr. R Chief. D c. r. t'fown lost Slbs... O 

Mr. E. Maaou'ii n. c. p. ( Kit/ 

Mongolian 1 atlllbe.. 0 

Five of the best China Ponies faced the 
starters, Cloven, after his performance yester- 
day, being a strong favourite ; he, however, 
got the wont of tbe start and bad to work 




hard at the beginning: of the race to make op 
for lost ground. Chief Mongolian and Dart- 
moor made the running, the former showing 
in front at the five furlongs, bnt soon after 
collapsed and finished last. Skedaddle and 
Bonny Doon were considerably in tho rear at 
the half mile, they wero both then set going 
Skedaddle going to the front easily and held 
his lead to the finish, winning by three 
lengths from Bonny Doon, Dartmoor a good 
third. Time, 3.47}. 

8 — The Satokara Stakes.— Value $200 
A Handicap for Japan Half-bred and China 
Panics. The Handicap to be framed so soon 
as poasiblo after the last Unco on the 2nd day. 
Ono mile. Entrance, $10. 

Mr. Buchanan's a. c. r. Annan- 
dale. 10»t 01b ... 

Count Dieabach's b. e. p. (IW ....10.t (lib .. 

Mr Durand's s. h. b. Plutnut ... .11,1 21b... 

Mr. Hugo's B. J p. Kater/tlto ...Out lOlbs.. 

Mr. Hugo's o. J. r. A'irin list 01b .. 

'Mr. Hugo's a. c. P. Uintah list Olb .. 

Mr. E. Mason's b. c, p. Htalhti 
Bloom I>st Tibs.. 

Mr. Duruf s c.c. p. Daisy Chain lOst nibs.. 

The owner of Admiral Rout declined to let 
him run with thirteen stone on his back, and 
the other half-bred, PhamU, made bat a poor 
show with eleven two op. KaUsrfello was the 
first to show in front, bnt his lead was soon 
contested by Daisy Chain who raced to the 
front in fine style, bat fell back beaten a quar- 
ter of a mile from home, and AnnnmiaU and 
tiled commenced a strngglo for first place, 
the latter showing; slightly in advance, but 
AunandaU caught bira at the pout, and the 
race was decided a dead heat. Time, 2.15. 

In the ran off Annandale won by a length 
after a hard fonght race. Time, 2.19. 
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©ccastonal Jrtotes. 



Alarmsd at the commotion caused by the 
purchase of silk for export, the government 
have now resorted to tea, which they consider 
may be dealt with more secretly. Largo 
quantities of lea have been sent into the 
godowns of the foreign agent of the govern- 
ment, to be prepared and packed for export ; 
but the bsnk, with which tho sdrances were 
negolisted, objected to the packing and vslas- 
tion of the foreign sgent who, however ex- 
perienced he may be in other branches hss not 
been engaged in tea business to any great 
extent. To remove tJsis difficulty, the tea wss 
sent to an English firm, large tea shippers, for 
packing, inspection end valuation: aud we 
understand that upon their certificate the 
bank advances 80 per cent, of invoice value. 
The terms and conditions of tho shipments 
however, of little importance compared 



the sellers so flagrant that when the latter are 
folly awakened to the real state of affairs the 
authors may be called to a terrible reckoning. 
Every transaction of this character, 
eftndoeted by the Specie Bsnk, the 
Shokwai, or any other official trading ( 
is nothing more than a further enfo 

of pornicious and worthless gevern- 
paper for specie, wherewith to defrsy the 
extravagancies for legations, Ac., the charges 
for which are so monstrous as to give rise to a 
doubt that such sums can really be expended. 

The attempt upon silk principally affected 
French and EngHsh merchants ; the appropria- 
tion of 'tea business affects the American 
merchants. The former were silent under the 
infliction ; hut perhaps the latter may move. 
If collective action cannot he taken, one na- 
tiomility. at least, whose rights are thus 
openty violated, may raise tho general question. 

The utter recklessness of tho business is 
shown by the shipments proposed to be modo, 
in fare of the adverse advices from Xcw York, 
where late shipments stand to lose 30 per 
cent., or thereabout. The bink making the 
advances, we may bo certain, is well secured ; 
and little will it matter to tho government at 
what price the consignments are disposed of 
on the American market. The tea has cos- 
hotuiso. Tbe paper paid for it is utterly wortht 
loss. Its nominal quotation may be 180 or 
1080. For all purposes of monoy Japansso 
kinsatsu has ceased to have any but a 
purely fanciful and artificial value. It 
is obvious, therefore, that all 6on<f fid* 
shippers of lea who pay for it in hard 
money must find it impossible to compete with 
official exporters who can afford to sell, st 
any price, produce which has cost them nothing 
but the freight aud charges from Japan to 
America. If the important business of tea and 
silk export is to be absorbed by the official 
traders of this country who already control 
the export of grain, foreign trade in its entire- 
ty must come to an end. Japanese produce baa 
heretofore paid for imports ; that produce the 
government now absorb, giving in return for 
it paper, for a picul Wright of which a foreign 
merchant cannot afford to sell a picul weight 
of cotton yarn. 

In this condition of affairs the 



imp 

with the principle of the business in question. 
Paper money opened to-day at 180 or there- 
abouts, and its fluctuations and downward 
career has passed beyond the control of officials, 
though, no doubt, thnso intelligent persons will 
still attempt to interfere. The consequences 
of a si ill furl tier decline should be BuftVi-o.it I y 
alarming to the government to make them 
pause in the marl scheme of inflation ; ha: 
those whom tho gods wish to ruin they first 
deprive of understanding, for in no other way 
can wo account for the reckless obstinacy which 
is fraught with such ominous portent. Tho 
purchase of tea in the interior wilh paper 
money thst cun never, nnd< r any conceivable 
circumstances short of complete reversal of 
the financial policy of the moment, bo 
redeemed, and ita conversion abroad into 
specie which will never be introduced into 
the ciruolAtion of this country, is a robbery of 



of the next few days will be awaited with 
iuUrest. The aud cannot come too soon. 



The transactions in tea on i 
count, apart from the serious effect they are 
calculated to have upon commerce and upon 
resident here, may result in 
very 'untoward events never contemplsted by 

>n the business. 



The quality of tbe tea going forward is of 
Ihs lowest description ; and as the i 



quantity is 

large, its arrival upon tho home market will 
tend to further a»d largely depress tho already 
deplorable condition of ten in thi United States, 
and force foreign huyers in Japm to propor- 
tionately reduce the low offers for tea they are 
compelled to ni ike. 

The shipments now innde on official account 
are virtually in pawn for the advances made 
upon them, and their speedy realisation will be 
s necessity. This can only bo done by uU;-lion, 
and should that course bo taken aim nt a 
panic will be created, and the pri.-cs o'ltnined 
be merely nominal. Tina rubbish ir sold on tho 
home market will m itcriully lower the sci.le cf 
quotation for all Japan tens ; and when ten 
rents per ^muiid is established for low grades, 
better qualities will follow suit ; and consumers 
will look for fine teas on a graduated and equi- 
Talent comparative scale. Thu, floe to cho.ca 
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Japan'tea will not command more than twenty- 
eight rents per pound on the New York 
market. Thi* ruusf naturally re-act on this 
market, and foreign merchants next season 
cannot be expected to pay fair prices to the 
producers in hard silver dollars' against official 
competitors paying in kinsatsu, otherwise 
promissory notes, bearing on their face no 
more legal, binding obligation of indebtedness 
than an I. 0. U. for a racing or other gambling 
lability. 

Plainly, the withdrawal of the fire or six 
thousand picnls of ten from offer to foreign 
purchasers, and its absorption by the govern- 
ment, is an actual loss to the country of its 
silver value; while the already excessive 
supply of paper currency is inflated by the 
addition of the sum for which government 
agents have purchased the ten in qucslion. 

This official transaction in ten stands thus. 
The government have odvinecd to their agents 
a aum or paper money to enuble them to 
purchase tea, upon which an sdrunco of 80 
percent, is obtained in specie from a foreign 
bank to whom tho documents are hypothecated. 
Tho tea is then sont forward for realisation, 
and, looking at the condition of the New York 
market, the full commissions and charges that 
must be paid here and there, the result cannot 
'ail to be disastrous, and large claims will 
n 0 doubt arise for the differences between the 
■dvenrcs and the proceeds. The entire tronsac- 
.*ion, when examined in its true light, resolves 
Maelfinto an attempt on the part of the go- 
Ternment to raise epecie by way of loan from 
the people upon terms so exorbitant as to be 
ruinous. Tho government exchange paper 
money of no value with their too credulous 
subjects in return for the acquisition of a thing 
having value, which latter is subsequently 
1 for a specie advance. The result of the 
will deflno the terms, the difference 
the price paid by the government, and 
the net proceeds eve nlually realised, represen- 
ting tbe serious loss the nation must support. 
There is. consequent! y, a double injury An in- 
jury to the nation by the inflation of currency, 
and another injury in the losses that must 
eventually be borno by the tax-payers on tbe 
improper commercial speculations of the gov- 
ernment. There ran be no more positive proof 
the illegitimacy ot the operation, than 



of 

is afforded by 
government ha 
of the tea in 
entered 



the 



certainty 
to pay 



the ae 



if the 
Hera 



specie they would never havi 
into an operation that threatens 
rertaiu loss. Tbe truth is, the government cs 
afford to 
proceeds. 



pay any price and accept any 
for if that which originally cost 
sufficient to cover the charges 
every dollar additional is so 
clear profit. 

transactions could not be carried out 
in any other country, but here, in t 
business, as in former rice operations, no one 
will ever know tho result, or the extent of the 
losses tbe untion must bear. The people are 
deliberately robbed of their produce which is 
money, by un net, causing u si ill greater 
depreciation of all currency previously is- 
sued, inflicts a gross wrong upon the people. 
Money that is much wanted for tratlal pur- 
poses, and that would have been received tm the 
tea had the latter been sold to foreigners in the 
ordinary way, will now bo absorbed by the 
government ; for not one dollar will ever enter 
into the circulation of tho country; and the 
Japanese people, will have reason, to be grateful 
to a wise and paternal government which 
deprive them of tho coin thai foreign tncr- 
chai.ta would have paid them and substitute 
an additional sum of worthless paper currency. 



Wa learn that several Japanese merchants 
or brokers, who have hitherto made their 
purchases from foreigners, lately united in an 
import speculation nf cotton yarn. The ynrn 
hat arrived, and the chagrined dealers find 
that (tetter goods with, of course, a grestor 
range of selection, can bo bought on tho spot 
at fully ten per cent, less than tho cost price 
of the yarns they have imported on their own 
account. 

This copartnership, as we may term it, ha e 
considerable power and control over the trade 
of Yokohama ; and it is reasonable to suppose 
they will compel the consumer to bear the 
loaa which has arisen on this experimental 
venture in direct trade. Even if the brokers 
were content to realise tho ynrn at a loss, it 
will bo clear thot they hnvo the power to 
compel the consumer to accept it at a profit on 
cost, notwithstanding the foreign settlement 
might contain a large stock of belter and much 
cheaper jam. This proves tho mischievous 
influence of the Machignisho, which effectually 
preveuta the consumer from coming into con- 
lsct with the foreign importer, and supplying 
his want* on the cheapest msrket. The system 
is one which, if the Japanese people understood 
the effect of its operation, would lead to the 
speedy suppression of all illegal, unnatural 
combinations to defeat tho ends of real trade ; 
and tbe Machigaiaho would be the first to 
suffer extinction. If the merchant of the 
interior had any trustworthy means oj 
knowing how little he receives for his pro- 
duce compared to what the foreign ex- 
porter pays the broker for it ; and how great 
is the excess ho pays for foreign goods over aod 
above the sum the foreign merchant receives, 
turned into currency at the most extravagant 
rate, he would simply denounce tho whole 
business as at present conducted, and insist 
upon the right accorded to him by tho treaties 
made by his government, ratified and extended 
by subsequent notifications, to trado in person 
with the foreign settlements. 

Consumers may learn from the following 
quotations made by foreign merchants this 
morning at Ion o'clock, what they can obtain 
cotton yarn for if purchased direct from the 
foreign importer. 

Taylor's Water twist 

16,M: per pxeul $38.75 ( 9 158 Yea 51.7*1 
Urmia's Mock sitar 

16, 24: per picul 131.00 (n 158 Yen 50.66 

A purchase of number 20 Indian twist was 
mads this morniug at S31.75, equal to Yen 
60.16|. 

In consequence of the importation direct 
costing so much more than the market price 
here, an attempt is made to still further de- 
press the market in order that purchases may 
bo Diado to equalise the prico of tho former ; 
and should this attempt succeed, there can be 
no doubt the saitori, and not the consumers, 
will be the gainers- A fall in foreign prices 
is an ubsolutc gain to the suilnri : and con- 
sumers will do well, iu their own interests, to 
assert their right to treat the Mnchignisho ns 
an illegality, and set its decrees, and the per- 
sons who attempt to enforce them, at defiance. 
Until this is done the chief bent fits of foreign 
trade will coutinue to bo absorbed by the 
saitori. 



harm enough already ; aod if thsy are per- 
mitted to buy up interest bearing bonds with 
non-interest bearing paper, tbe sellers of the 
bonds will be swindled, and the paper currency 
of Japan materially increased. The mischief 
done by the national banks already is incal- 
culable ; and when we Know that they hare 
powor to increase their capital whenever advis- 
able, there seems no limit to tho quantity of 
worthless paper they may put into circulation. 




Thi government cry about the balance of 
trade and its injurious effect upon Japan baa 
penetrated to the interior, and wc learn that 
in some of the inland diatricta the people are 
so incensed against foreign trade that they 
have made solemn vows not to consume any 
more imported goods. Some such folly as this 
is the natural conaequenco of the false notions 
spread by order of government officers who, to 
throw tho people off the true scent, have pur- 
posely maligned foreign trade. Let us now, in 
turn, tell tho Japanese people that if they would 
search out and destroy the hotbeds of monopoly 
and corruption whereio are bred all tho evil* 
afflicting the empire, a remedy could bo 

without ^prevarication. 

of The^vcriiment 6 ? 
for? Aod where the 
specie is that the government obtained iu ex- 
change for their paper. 

So soon as theso misguided lunatic* under, 
stand that the diseases they complain of arise 
from the inherent evils of the state, they will 
ccaao to rail at foreign trade which has shower- 
ed upon Japan innumerable blessings ; and in- 
stead of denouncing that trade as injurious 
they will turn upon tho ministers of state and 
demand an account of their actions for tho lost 
twelve years. Call upon the chiefs of tho 
several state departments to show what thou 
subordinates have made out of tbe foreign trade 
they now profess to hate and fear as tho root 
of all ill. Demand to know how much of the 
eatimatt • for expenditure on state purposes has 
been applied to the uses it was alleged to bo 
required for, aod how much ha* gone in 
commissatooa, perquisites, hush money, aod all 
the other drains upon the purse of Japan. Do 
not follow tho blind leaders who, to atave off 
too day of reckoning they know to bo im- 
minent, scruple not to dose you with false- 
hoods of tho deepest dye in order that your 
wrath may bo diverted from its proper channel, 
financial mismanagement, to tbe improper one 
of foreign trado. Tho attitude of the Japanese 
government towards foreign commerce has 
been, and continue* to bo offensive and con- 
templiblo ; and a very natural spirit of resis- 
tance determines us to write more plainly than 
we have heretofore done. What havo tho Jap a- 
neae government done of lato to entitle them 
to the respect of foreigners resident iu Japan 
by virtue of treaties that must now bo strictly 
enforced ? We wait for an i 



Tnn f/atfii Sktnbun is responsible for staling 
that the national hanks havu decided, should 
Iho saleable value of Rorernment bonds dc- 



rease, to purchase all bonda offered for s-de. 

Wo are surprised our native contemporary 
has no protest to make against this iniquitous 
operation. The national banks have 



So seriously are foreign interests threatened 
by governmental interference with trade, that 
it ia our duty to protest against the repetition 
of the last silk operations of the Specie Bank. 

We bring to tho attention of the government 
of Japan, respectfully but firmly and fearlessly, 
that additions to the currency made through 
the medium of tho Specio Bank, or in any other 
manner, will bring about financial ruin and 
plunge tbe nation into the depths of suffering 
and distress. The first fruit* of a radically 
bad fiscal policy made infinitely worse by the 
rerkless establishment of unlimited 
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clo*»c* of cociety ; and- the position now it 
eucb, that if purchase* of silk or other goods 
for government paper be continued, a panic 
will speedily resuk, the consequences of which 
may shake Japan to its centre 

Foreign interests in Japan are so closely 
identified with Japanese prosperity that no 
line of distinction can bo drawn; and we 
hare an uudoubted right to raise a voice of 
warning against the contiauance of actions 
that most inovitably bo fatal to tho beat in- 



Th« new* from Tokto is to some extent re- 
assuring. A spirit of rcaistanro to govern- 
mental interference with trade is growing, and 
assuming dimensions that point to a deter- 
mination to contest the validity of the special 
privileges granted to certain monopolists ; and 
particularly to break tho barriers the govern- 
ment have raised to exclude the ports of Japan 
from auy participation in trade, unlet* con- 
ducted by or through the medium of the 
government steamship company. 

There exists in Tokio a general feeling that 
tho transactions of the last fow months 
have been sufficiently glaring to have of- 
fered to foreigners an opportunity of raising, 
with a view to its final and satisfactory ad- 
justment, the question whether the govern- 
ment by their agent*, native or foreign, are 
justified in invading that commerce which was 
secured to the Japanese people and foreign 
residents by treaty, the spirit of which was 
fully explained to, and ratified by, tho Gorojiu, 
iu the matter of silk iolendod to exported on 
government account by the steamers of the 
Messageries Maritime*, but which was after- 
wards, upon the representation of H. B. M. 
charge d'affaires, sold by public auction : and 
also by the present government in 1872 when, 
finding themselves in posseasiou of a quantity 
of taxed rice which, if thrown upon the market 
here would have reduced the value of the 
stock* held by farmers and others, exportation 
wa* resolved on, and a foreign firm was ap- 
pointed to ship rice on account of tho Jopan- 
ese government. 80 soon a* the details of this 
arrangement were ascertained, representations 
were made by some British merchants to H. 
B. M. charge d'affaires, stating the grounds of 
complaint, and claiming his interference upon 
tho same bate* that it was aaked for and 
obtained from Mr, Winchester in the matter 
of silk exportation referred to above. The 
result of the representations made by Mr. 
Adams in 1672, was that the surplus rice 
intended to bo exported was offered for sale 
by public tender; but under conditions which, 
as afterwards discovered, effectually stultified 
the concession. 

Notwithstanding the subsequent evasion of 
the promise* made by the government, it is 
clear that on two occasions, at a long interval 
of time, two different governments, upon the 
representation of different British charge 
d'affaires, admitted the force and validity of 
the objection that th* government, by them- 
selves, or indirectly bv agencies, wero by 
the treaty prohibited from intermeddling in 
any way with commerce The purchases 
of I Oft and silk recently made by the Specie 
Bank, nn undoubted official trading concern, 
were iu nil respects similar to the transactions 
attempted to be curried out as explained above ; 
and we are confident that if the matter had 
been laid before H. B. XI. present charge 
d'affaires redress would havo been secured ; 
and perhaps, as this is iho third distinct breach 
of tho commercial treaty, Mr. Kennedy would 
have felt it his duty to arrive at a positive 
to bo ombodicd iu a dm 



dum. defining the rights under the trade 
treaties, of tho Japancso gorcromont, the Japa- 
nese people, and foreign resident*, respectively 
and collectively. 

Tho onus of investigating the abutet which 
havo been patent regarding the Machigaitho for 
years, and government trading for soiao months 
[Mist at least, clearly rested with the chamber 
of commerce, ; but that body appears to have 
shirked its duty, and left affairs to look after 
themselves. Tho reflections openly made by 
certain Japanese that foreigner* know the 
power of the former too well to move in their 
own defence, though disagreeable, are signi- 
ficant of tho thraldom exercised by the com- 
bination of Japanese merchants for the control 
of foreign trade. Foroign merchants ore, as 
tho "import committee " contemptuously ob- 
serves, cither incapable of defending the 
rcusunuble right* undoubtedly conferred upon 
them, or they are too timid to enter upon a 
contest with them, the native monopolists, 
who nre, therefore, completely mutters of the 
position. 



A ciRCDMSTiSCE worthy of attention it that 
whenever Sir Harry Parket is absent from hit 
|io*t, the Japanese government make some 
illegitimate attempt to evade the stipulation* 
of tho treaty. When our ablo and energetic 
minister it on tho spot, tho Japanese govern- 
ment hotitato to adopt schemes which would 
at once provoke remonstrance from the Eng- 
lish representative. But then. Sir Harry Parkes 
has had a long experience of Japanese affairs, 
and it thoroughly verted in the requirements ol 
commerce, and the privilcgci and rights ac- 
corded to his countrymen by tho treaty. Mr. 
Kennedy, our present charge d'affaires, has uot 
the experience requisite to justify his in- 
terference except upon proper complaint ; and 
it is but scant justice to bim to say that until 
formal representations are made to him, in the 
same muuticr as they were made to his prn- 
deceseor* in office, he caunot be expected to 
move in a matter that intimately concerns the 
commercial iuteresta of the community only. 



Wi were not wrong in foreshadowing the 
official choracter of the new sailing vessel 
company recently established to trade with the 
Hokkaido. The HoAi Shinbun now states that 
as the company has been founded for public 
benefit and to promote tho free transport of 
commodities, all the tailing vessels belonging 
to tho government will be handed over to the 
new company ; and as the Mitsu Bishi Company 
is to confine its business to steamers iololy, all 
the tailing vessels in its service sre to be 
transferred also, "so that," to me the quaint [ 



encounter. The people of Japan will do 
well to remember that their wont euemiet 
are amongst tho gang of official* who are 
exploiting the trade of tho nutiou for their own 
purpose* With an official steam and sailing 
thip company to lax all produce carried, by 
charging freight from Akita to Hakodate, or 
Akitu to Osaka, about double that for which 
a foreign steamship could bo chartered direct 
to Europe, the people of Japan may con- 
gratulate theraselve* upon tho vigour of a 
government which, at all sacrifice*, and at all 
costs to themselves, oro resolved to " increase 
the facilities for the carriage of 
Japan." 



We can understand the silence of the p>'oplo 
of Japan, compelled as they aro to remain 
passive witnesses of the violations of tho trade, 
that Ircitics have secured to foreign countries. 
No Japanese could protest against the flagrant 
breach of treaties by his own government, even 
if the full facts were before him ; but with the 
exception of the few engaged in tradal inter- 
course with foreigners none know of abuses 
that a subsidised native press carefully con- 
ceal from the public. These conditions wo can 
appreciate, but we caunot understand why the 
only commercial association in Yokohama, the 
Chamber of Commerce, should remain inactive. 
This body professes guardianship of commercial 
interests, and it ha*, on several occasion!, 
successfully intervened to preveut the execu- 
tion of projects injurious to foreign trado. At 
the present time the influences of the Machi- 
gaisho and the operations of tho Specie Bunk, 
glaringly illegal and injurious though they arc, 
are permitted to pass unnoticed : and through- 
out the settlement the feelings of surprise and 
regret at the silence of tho Chamber aro general 
and 



Inngnnge of the Hothi Shinbun, "in their 
mutual agreement, the two companies together 
will aim at the prosperity of their butinest, and 
offer to the country increased facilities for the 
carriage of goods." 

In tendering friendly advice to the people of 
Hokkaido who had resolved upon forming a 
shipping company of their own, we referred to 
the rertaiittv of h coalition of the new sailing 
ship concern with the all powerful monopolist, 
tho celebrated Iwasaki Yalaro. Before the 
company can be said to have Commenced busi- 
ness a '* mutual agreement " has boon arrived 
at, by virtue of which the facilities for the 
carriage of good* are to bo increased by a j 
combination to demand even higher freights | 
than before; and to tax all produce all 
the will and pleasure of the proprietor* 
of the two companies now merged into 
one. Thn merchants of the Hokkaido nre 
worse off than they were before, be- 



powerful opposition to favourably. 



Tarn* are few men conversant with tho 
principle* governing the issue of paper money 
who can understand that until a very short 
times ago many foreign resident* of J span ac- 
tually believed I bat the value of kineetsu would 
increase. Thi* belief ha* been entertained in 
defiance of sll reasoning, and in face of 
convincing moral prool of the certainty of an 
opposite course of exchange. 

This phase of -human credulity, or capacity 
to be ' galled ' is, happily for those afflicted 
with it, disappearing; and people are learning 
to understand that the persistent violation of 
all principle* of finance, the obstinate following 
of lalse and injurious expedients, and the 
wilful and determined refusal to adopt the only 
sound because honest policy, on the part of tho 
Japanese government, are causes threatening 
to wholly destroy the value of the paper 
currency with which the government havo 
flooded the couutry. 

It is weU known that if the tan stated by 

the fiuanro minister a* the limit of iwue is 
correct, proof of the fact would restore con- 
fidence iu some incisure, and afford a moro 
lusting relief from the evils of depreciation 
than any expedient yet tried. Tho neglect of 
this palpable measure has raised a strong 
presumption that investigation into the amount 
of issue it a work tho govsrnmeut dsre not 
undertake from fear of consequences. 

These opinions arc not ours, and it is s* well 
the government itmuld know what the people 
of the country think about the financial posi- 
tion. Every act of the government i* vitwed 
with itrong suspicion, and construed uo- 
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THt cry about counterfeit money is again 
raised. One journal asserts that number* of 
tea-son sstsu have boon adroitly altered to 
twenty-sen ; but a* this ha* been a patent 
fact for tome years past, the wonder is 
that our contemporary should only discover it 
now. 

80 long m the government issue of notes 
is of unknown amount there is a premium 
offered to counterfeiters ; but at the present 
price of kinaattu the question is whether the 
game is worth the candle. That any large 
sum of spurious note* exists we have doubt* ; 
but upon more than odb occasion when govern- 
ment have felt the necessity of looking the 
depreciation of currency in the face, rumours 
have been industriously circulated that coun- 
terfeit aatsu are present in quantity. Is this 
intended to account, in so mo degree, for the 
vast sum in excess of the declared government 



Tn quotation for currency at the close of 
the day (28th) was 1 72 paper for 100 silver yen. 
The rat* of 176 was established by official 
operation* some day* ago, and if it were not for 
us uncertainty of *> repetition of the mad 
scheme of interfering with trade in order 
to obtain so mo temporary specie assistance, 
exchange might have been expected to 
■sIN here ; but all hope in a wiaer 
financial policy being at an end, the measure 
of depreciation will be the confidence of the 
people in the government paper; and thia, 
as we have seen, ia sorely shaken and almost 
destroyed. The bankruptcy of the govern- 
ment will be a death blow to monopolio* and 
official trading of all kind* ; and in the crisis 
in Japanese finances we think we obscrvo 
the first ray of light breaking through the 
1 that have hitherto been impenetrable. 



For Specie 
„ Paper 




CtrkpncY, which wa* quoted at 159} on 
Saturday, the 1 0th, experienced a further de- 
dine to-d*y (18th), the quotations being a* 
follow : — 

168 to 170 
166 to 167 
1 being on the most limited scale. 
: a decline should ensue to 176, the rate 
by government through the Specie 
I in the late transactions in silk, is inevit- 
I] but other cause* are at work, and 
any new announcement of further issues of 
paper, whether by government or by the 
national bank*, will bring on a pnnic, and a 
fall to 200 or 260 will probably take place in 
a few dsya. 

Thi destruction of paper currency with- 
drawn from circulation continue*. The amount 
consumed up to the 

8th instant was yen 2,017.074 20 

11th „ 78.320.30 

12th 80.907.00 

720.247.45 



• • 



These unnumbered, unregistered notes, are 
•aid to have been taken away from circula- 
tion, and their public destruction is intended 
to assure the people of the honesty of govern- 
ment motives and purposes. It is very un- 
fortunate that the government should, with 
obstinacy worthy of a better cause, persist in 
doing that which is worse than idle, and in 
not doing that which alone tends to the 
furtherance of the object they profess to have 
n view. The more act of burning a quantifv 
pftimwyoot* iuiwg the tine when the 



government are deliberately inflating the cir- 
culation by fresh issues in other placet, bo- 
come* a ridiculous, and indeed painful, exhibi- 
tion of folly. There is sufficiently convincing 
proof before Japan that the purchases of silk 
by the so-called Specie Bank harobcen nothing 
but exchung* operation*. Paper currency 
at 176 paid for silk, the Utter to bo forth- 
with used as a means of obtaining an ad- 
vance of 80 per cent, of ita nominal value, 
is simply the addition of so much govern- 
ment, paper to the already excessive cireuls* 
tion ' and however small the sum already dis- 
burse may be it will bo manifest that wbilo 
jpoe'e can no longer be obtained in exchange 
for currency the government, in sheer despera- 
tion, must resort to other measures such as the 
acquisition of commodities for currency 
and their resale for specie. And there will 
be no limit to these tranaactiona until the 
utter worlhleesness of government piper is 
exposed. That time grows nearer with every 
fresh addition to tho issue ; but in the 
interval preceding so long as one thousand or 
two thousand yen kiusatsu will purchase 
sufficient silk to procure a specie advance of 
one hundred dollar*, operations may be con- 
tinued to the destruction of all trade, domestic 
and foreign. 

Sons strange roports have reached us lately. 
The silence of the two journals published in 
English in Yokohama — both formerly noted for 
their independence and championship of the 
rights accorded to foreigners — during this timo 
of official monopolies and invasion of trade by 
government companies, is too conspicuous to 
psas without comment. One of the journals 
in question is conducted in Japanese interest*, 
and though its usefulness or value in that 
capacity aro both more than doubtful, yet ita 
reputed ownership oxcusos the Japan Mail 
to some extent from exposing abuses the 
continuance of which is so necessary for the 
welfnre of it* proprietor* end friend*. So far 
as the Hail is concerned, the word* of the old 
axiom apply. " It is an ill bird, 4c." 

Many resident* of Japan can remember the 
time when the Japan Herald aspired, not un- 
worthily, to the position it ha* since renounced 
—that of the leading foreign representative 
journal in Japan. Ita severe criticism and vir- 
tuous stricture* (" assume s virtuo, though you 
have it not H ) upon an arrangement by which 
the then proprietor of the Japan Hail under- 
took to advocate Japanese interest* consistently 
with justice and reason, the government sub- 
scribing to snd dispatching abroad some two 
hundred copies of tho paper, are fresh in the 
recollection of those who iollow the annal* of 
the settlement. In nil qnostiona affecting the 
rights of foreigner*, the Herald was outspoken 
and resolute: end only some three months ngo 
it commenced an explanatory note by declaring 
" it to be one of the first duties of a journalist 
" to procure information of what it intimately 
" concerns the public tokuow." And until a very 
short time ago tho acts of the government were 
severely and oftentimes harshly criticised, with 
the freedom of an independent writer .Lulling 
with abstract principles and regardless of 
persons. Of lute n change has come over the 
conduct of the Herald. Very shame prevents 
it from supporting and praising measures it 
formerly censured and eniideiuned. Its chief 
proprietor's long business experience jitq too 
well known - to permit him to embark in 
so hazardous and inconsistent an experiment. 
He knows that any policy of that kind adoptod 
by a paper under his charge, would make him 
a laughing stock for tho pooplo who are 
fully acquninted with his opinions freely 
and plainly spoken in •otni-pubUo placet, and 



under no seal of confidence. The abase* of the 

administration; the invasion of foreign com- 
merce by the government : the injuries inflicted 
upon the nation generally by monopolies, chief 
among which, and by far the most injuriou*, i* 
the Mitsu Bishi Steamship Company ; the 
Mschigaisho and it* off shoots ; and now 
the Specie Bauk and Boycki Shokwai, and 
the mad inflation of tho currency, acts 
which tbreston foreign trade with extinction, 
are permitted In exert their evil influence* 
without a word of protest or remonstrance, 
except an occasional timid and feoblo nolo of 
pretended objection auch aa that in the issue of 
October 23rd. 

It is not unfair or unreasonable to ask 
for what reward does the Herald submit to 
this degrading self-obliteration, and contemp- 
tible insignificance ? What are the rumours 
which, true or untrue, are gaining ground as 
to the real or supposed cause? The spectacle 
of an English-conducted joornal preserving an 
almost absolute silence in a time like the 
present ia, at best, painful ; but when sus- 
picions ariso that its silence is due to sub- 
stantial reasons, it* position become* truly 
pitiable. 

Wo should be sorry to do injustice to any 
of our contemporaries ; but the attitude of the 
foreign press a* a body that should be devoted 
to foreign interests, hss attracted the attention 
of Japanese, who affirm, with emphatic asse- 
veration, that those who will so readily neglect 
or betray the interests of their country men 
and fellow residents, can only be regarded by 
those they pretend to servo with suspicion, 



Wh have no intention of contesting with tb* 
Japan Herald the unenviable position the 
latter has attained in the field of vulgarity and 
personal abuse. In those attribute* the Herald 
is faeile prineeps. 

In an editorial note in the Qatttte of the 25th 
instant, we referred in pointed terms to the ex- 
traordinary silence of a journal supposed to be 
under English direction, and cursorily mention- 
ed that ** it is not unfair or unreasonable to 
" ask for what reward doea the Herald aubmit 
*• to this degrading self-obliteration, and con- 
" temptiblo insignificance ? What are the 
" rumours which, true or untrue, ore gaining 
** ground *• to the real or supposed cause ? The 
" spectacle of an English conducted journal 
" preserving an almost absolute silence in a 
" time like the present is, at best, painful ; but 
" when snspicions arise that it* lilence i* due 
" to substantial reasons, its 
» truly pitiable." 

" Conscience doe* make coward* of us »ll." 
and the HeraUl, fitting the cap, replies in thi* 
unguarded manner: — "A* for the Herald, that 
refrain* from raving in concert with 



there can be little doubt, he .ay*. 
•• that it* silence has been purchased by th* 
" government, st least so a report, manufac- 
" turcd for the purpose, says." This passage 
is very involved, and it is doubtful what the 
Herald means. Xi> such charge as our irule con- 
temporary refers to wus formulated by us. and 
of " reports uianufoclured for tho purpose ** we 
know nothing, but the tenor of the rumours 
current thoughout tho settlement was evidently 
shaped in the mind of the editor of the 
Herald when he jwnned the lines distinctly 
charging himself with having boon " purchased 
by the government " to remain silont on the 
abuses which vitally affect foreign trade and 
residence in Japan. 

Aa the Herald brings tome sort of charge 
against u* of dereliction of duty in refraining 

uuou the treaty nruDoaitioa* 
po y pr pot 
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latoly published in that journal, wo will 
candidly, and in sincerity, clear ourselves 
at oneo. With the tariff, of which copioa 
were published in Europe at well at 
here, we have dealt on several occoiiont, 
and, we believe, clearly and sufficiently. The 
rirrumttuiicca under which the propoaitiont 
privately made by the government of 
Japan to foreign powers, were published in 
the Herald, precluded ui from reprinting 
or taking any notice whatever of them. This 
was the main reason for silence ; but another, 
uot let* importunt, influenced us. So many 
tentative propoeuU have been put forward by 
Japan, that it is mere waste of time and 
valuable labour to criticise schemes and pro. 
position* that are plainly unlikely to meet with 
acceptance at the bands of foreign nations. 
When the proposed new treaty, upon a 
basis of deflnitivo terms, it published, 
we hope to perform our duty as conscientious 
journalists ; indeed, we hare already been 
promised articles or rcviows upon the various 
sections of the treaty when the proper time 
arrives, by men competent to 
opinions upon snch subjects. 

We mention this, not 
any importance to 
the Herald beyond the 

on our part, in a 



>ur pal 
importance, is liable to bo 

The Htrnld having now seen fit to 



we attach 
by 
that 

of public 



that a report is current that its silence has 
been bought by the government, we will ask 
our contemporary, aeeing that no denial of 
this very grave charge has been made, to state 
inctly whether there is any truth in that to 
' 'ormand substance have been given for 
: time, so far as we are awaro, by itself ? 
We invite the proprietor aud editor of tho Japan 



Herald to come forward atid declare distinctly 
that be does not receivs from the government, 
from any department of the government, from 
any public officer, from the proprietor of the 
Mitsu Bishi Company, or from any other per- 




son whatever, money, by way of bribe, to main 
e dose silence on all matter* of vital 
i to the foreign community, and to 
) and progress of Japanese trade. 
The Herald declares that tuch a charge ha* 
rred against it. Let it come 
if it can. sud deny it in toto ; and we 
i to give full publicity to the denial in 
order that those who do not see both papers 
may know the truth. 

The Herald has, in unequivocal terms, prefer- 
red ft charge of bribery against itself. Until 
it is cleared from, or admits the truth of so 
serious an accusation, the public generally, and 
ill subscribers in particular, are requested to 
withhold thoir judgment. In the meantime, 
they may well consider the propriety of 
•upporliug a so-called foreign newspaper which 
lies under a self-preferred charge of being 
in the pay of the government, or of some other 
persons, official or private, to sacrifice tho rights 
secured by treaty, and to betray tho interests 
of the foreign residents of Japan, including 
those who are actually contributing to the 
support of their betrayer. 



Ths British barque Erne, arrived this morn- 
ing (23rd Oot.) from Loudon, report* having 
•poken, on the 8th instant, in latitude 29.° 27' 
N., longitude 131.° 30" E.. the British chip 
Cilurnnm, from Hongkong bound lor Sun Fran- 
cisco. The vessel had met the full fury of the 
typhoon of which we bod a share, ou the 1st 
instant, and the brief though emphatic report of 
the captain, conveyed through Captain Green 
of tlio Em*, teJls its own story. " On 
October let," the report state*, the Cilur- 



num experienced the full force of • terrific 
typhoon during which the ship went on her 
beam ends, and to right her all her moat* were 
cut away, with the exception of the fore and 
mizen lower masta, cabin completely gut- 
ted, all- boats lost and smashed, medicine 
chest lost, decks stove in, one man was 
drowned, and the steward waa killed in the 
cabin by tanks, 4c., getting adrift." When 
Captain Green, after lending the Cilurnum a 
bout, and taking off an injured seaman to bring 
here to hospital, left, the damaged vessel was 
under jury stay-sails, bound for Yokohama, and 
the report concludes," The captain wished 
moat earnestly to be reported." 

This narrative of disaster was published at 
9 o'clock this morning, but at the time of our 
going to (free* this evening tho only British ship 
of war in Yokohama is still lying in harbour. 
The captain of the Cilurnum wished most 
earnestly to be reported : of course he did, 
and why? Because an appeal for assistance 
made by a distressed seaman has never yet 
boon disregarded when assistance could be 
rendered and if H. B. M. gunboat fly 
does not leave forthwith, we appeal to 
Admiral Clitz, in the name of common human- 
ity, to despatch a vessel of hi* squadron in 
•eorch of a dismantled ship scarcely fit to coo- 
tend with ordinary weather, attempting to 
beat up to this port, under jury mast*, during 
the north-east monsoon. 

The time ha* been when the vessel* of the 
British fleet were foremost in obeying the calls 
of the distressed Probably, however, the 
rules have been changed, and positive orders 
issued to *top securely at anchor under all 
or »ny circumstances, for in no 
way ean we account for tl 
harbour. 8hould the Cilurnum be lost for want 
of timely aid, a heavy responsibility will rest 
tnewhere ; and we repeat that if the British 
gunboat is unfit for the service, or is pre- 
vented undertaking it by regulation* of which we 
are ignorant, or, from any other cause*, doe* not 
move, the assistance of any other, nationality 
will be • graceful act of kindnees the British 
public will know how to estimate at it* true 



It our strictures upon the inactivity of H. 
B. M. gunboat Fly, in not proceeding to the 
assistance of tho dismasted vessel Cilurnum, 
spoken by the Em* on the 8th instant, have 
been deemed too severe, we are sorry. Had 
we known that the steam power of the Flu is 
scarcely sufficient to enable her to keep head-way 
against a strong north-east monsoon, and that 
her towing power with a ship of one thousand 
ton* would be limited to *ome mile or two an 
hour iu still water, we should probably have 
modified the comments we felt justified in 
making on Saturduy. It is as unnecessary 
now, a* it ha* hitherto been, to explain that in 
all allusions to the English fleet in these 
waters we have never intended the slightest 
reflection upon officers or men. whose courage 
ia now. aa it has alway* been, beyond reproach. 
Thot the J'/ybttS not gone to seek the Cilur- 
num is due to her misfortune not her fault, and 
we can sympathize with her commander and 
officers that the weaknee* and incapacity of 
the vessel a* a steamer prevent her from 
proceeding to the assistance of u dismantled 
British merchant ahip. 

Perhaps, when the matter ia sifted, the stric- 
ture* made by some of our China contem- 
poraries a* well a* ourselves upon the condi- 
tion of the British fleet in China water*, will 
seem more fully justified s* passing event* 
provo the anfitaeM of the Teasels for any but 
■how purpose*. 



I* response to inquirio* made* on board ths 
TJ. 8. flag-ship Richmond, we were courteously 
informed that on the receipt of the Japan 
Gazette on 8sturday evening, conveying the 
first intimation of the distressed condition of 
the Cilurnum, Admiral Clitz at once placed 
the Swatara at the disposal of Commander 
St. Clair, the senior British naval officer in 
port, but for reasons sufficiently satisfactory 
the kind offer was declined for the present, 
Commander St. Clair having telegraphed to 
Captain Bast of the Comut, then in Hiogo, full 
particular*, and it i* probable that vessel has 
gone in search of the Cilurnum. 

For the reidy and valuable assistance offered 
by Admiral Clitz the best and warmest thanks 
of the British public are due : and it is reaaur- 
ing to know from so good an authority as 
Captain Benham of tho Riekmond, that the 
Cilurnum is not in a position sufficiently grave 
to render assistance absolutely necessary, and 
with weather usual to the season, she should 
make (low but steady progress to some Japanese 
port where telegraphic communication can be 
had with Yokohama; bat the probability exists 
that ahe will eventually make her way to ths 
entrance of the golf of Yedo 
assistance can eaaily.be obtained. 



RiroBrrs have appeared from time to time 
in the Japanese newspaper* announcing the 
appearance, in various part* of the country, of 
groups of from five to twenty persons, all 
dressed alike, and purporting to be vendors 
of patont medicine* for the cure of all " 
A party of five of these individual* 1 
in Yokohama yesterday, each person 
a white umbrella inscribed with 
ve of the medicines for sale. 




It i* nid that there are about thirty thou- 
sand of these people dietr " 
the empire, and that tho I 
is prepared for the 
in fact, they an 
government are not i_ 
and have organised a 
and report on their movement*; 
nothing has been discovered to 
interference with their liberty. 

An amusing incident is reported in connec- 
tion with one party recently accosted by a 
constable who demanded the production of 
their government paper, meaning their licenses 
to vend medicine*. The men took from their 
puree* a quantity of kinsaUu. The police- 
man had some trouble to explain that that 
was uot the government paper he meant, 
whereupon he waa told that hi* itnpidity 
was incrsdible if he did not know govern- 
ment paper, seeing there was snch an ' 
quantity of it, and it waa *o cheap, 



A oottBKsroxDiciT writing from Korea says 
that the shipping at the open porta ia not 
sufficient to meet the requirements of trade. 
The Mitsu Bishi steamers Chiiose-maru and 
Annei-maru call at Fusan twice s month each ; 
and the monthly average of sailiug rcssela of 
various size* is twelve ; and a number of 
Japanese junks is also engaged in the carry- 
ing trado, and j/et there is not sufficient to 
meet the demand. The Korean* would like 
to purchase steamers on their own account; 
but they have not •ufficient confidence yet to 
invcet. However, last month, they purchased 
a small sailing vessel for a trifle over ten 
thousand yen. For a fortnight, they sailed 
the ship about in Fusan harbjur and then, 
gaining more confidence, steered for the capital. 
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The Japanese man-of-war Amalri-l-an arrived 
at Fusan in the latter part of September with 
two floats of one of her paddle wheels broken. 
She then proceeded to Nagasaki for repairs, 
which being speedily proceeded will), arte 
returned to thi* port und is now staying at 
Gen-san-shiu, the new port. The shipping at 
Gen-san-shiu it limited to a mail steamer cull- 
ing occaaionally, about once in two months. A 
profitable trade could he carried on at this place 
if there were more shipping. Exports are tnuiOi 
great then imports, though large quantities of 
cotton goods are purchased with gold ingots 
and dust. Last mouth (September) 1,000 bales 
of cotton goods were imported into Gcn-sun- 
shiu, and the wholo lot purch.iecd in three 
days. The invoice value of these goods in- 
cluding all charge* wit 4,8T>0 yen, and they 
were sold for gold equal to 11,250 yen. 

The total number of Japanese in Korea is 
■bout two thousand four hundred, inrluding 
women end children. 



To show the utter ignorance of 
statesmen about Japan and its ci 
will relate the following incident that 
rone to our knowledge. .A Japanese envoy 
recently visited the minister for foreign affairs 
of one of the greet European powers. Th 
Japaneee envoy wae delighted at the courteous 
cordiality of his reception, but, whon the first 
salutation* were over, be was startled by the 
following remark " Japan — Jnpnii— Ah ! is not 
Japan the country in which the butterfly trick 
is performed?" And it subsequently turued 
out thai that was all the foreign minister of 
one of the greatest power* of the world kuew 



n 
we 
jusl 



A Fmotci newspaper state* that the " • direc- 
tor*' of the Mitsu Bishi Company wiU give a 
grand dinner at the 8ciyoken, Cyeoo, on the 
to which the high functionaries 



Tho commander-in-chief of the Russian (nea 
dland) forces and high commissioner, Admiral 
Lrssoffaky, is on board the flag ship Mini*. He 
has assembled at Vladivostok a considerable 
roe of infantry and artillery, numbering, it 
said, from ten to twelve thousand men, who 
can be transported in a three or four days 
<>yage from tho Russian port to Woosung or 
3hinkiang. 

No doubt Admiral Leasoffsky's state visit to 
span is to secure the " benevolent neutrality" 
of this country. The difference between strict 
neutrality and relaxed neutrality in time of 
war is considerable The latter would permit 
1 and stores to be sent from Japan to the 
Russian forces ; would allow the formation of 
hospitals ; would sanction the use 6f dock*, 
Ac., dec. ; in fact, would be a very elastic, con- 
venient, and one sided arrangement. 




source, she reports tho loss o 
d of the Ittet and the German 
rest coast of Hoghalien. Also, 
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A boat accident occurred in the bay yestorday 
morning (-1st), opposite the Mandarin Bluff, 
which unfortunately resulted in toss of life. A 
small craft, the property of Mr. Watt*, was 
under sail, when a squall struck and turned it 
over. The crew, three men in all, were preei- 
pated without warning into the water, which 
w»» very lumpy ; and the boat went to the 
bottom. A launch from Messrs. Whitfield & 
Dawson's. : aud two boats from a man-of-war 
were despatched to the scene of the accident 
and found two men, whom they rescued ; the 
other poor fellow, a Manila man, had gone to 
the bottom before help arrived. The boat was 
mined and towed ashore. 



of the government and the foreign noUbilitiee 
hare been invited." 

If the invitation* are in the nsme of the 
"director*" of the MiUu Biahi Company, 
soma coo fusion will arise in the identification 
of the hoet*. Perhaps, however, Mr. Iwasaki 
Yataro, who is sole proprietor at other times, 
will take hi* *eat ' a* president of the board o 
director*,' and so remove any scruple* tho 
guest* might otherwise have regarding the 
personality of thoir entertainer*. 

We understand tho toast of the evening 
will be " the merchant navy of Japan," which 
bo* sprung into a flourishing existence despite 
all obstacle* *nd difficulties, owing it* pros- 
perity entirely to the genius and superior 
intelligence of one man who, at immense out- 
lay, and with enormous sacrifices, has suc- 
ceeded in demonstrating the ineffablo blessings 
a free coast service shower* upon a people 
whose *ole wealth ia produce that must be con- 
veyed to distant markets before it can be realized. 

The gentleman who favoored us with an 
excellent report of the proceedings at the 
farewell banquet given to Mr. E. J. Reed, C.B.. 
is in Tokio, and perhaps he may be 
at the festive 



Th* editor of the Mai Niehi Shinbu* is in 
disgrace again. For writing an article where- 
in the Daijo-kwan is described as a fortifica- 
tion orected to resist deputations of tho people 
armed with peaceful petitions for the formation 
of • national assembly, he has been fined fifty 
yen. The greater the truth the greater the 
libel, an exploded principle of English judge- 
made law, aj) pears to have full force in free Japan. 




present 
ning. 



Txt Russian fleet commanded by Admiral 
is now on the way from Vlsdivo- 
to thi* port. The veswts are thirtc 
and_form s good modem and 
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charging Whitehead's torpedo**; and, in addi 
tion, six steam launches for spai 
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Tn annual meeting of the shareholders of 
the Royal Insurance Company, some particulars 
of which we published in yesterday's issue, 
disclosed a very satisfactory state of affaire 

gratifying alike to policy and shareholders. 

The system of dividing tho surplus life 
funds, after carefully estimating th* value of 
all securities and providing for evory con- 
tingency in the shape of claims, is carried into 
effect every fifth year, the last division having 
been msde in 1875. Life policy holders will, 
therefore, receive a sum of £238,213 thi* year, 
to be apportioned over those policie* taken 
out on the participation in profit principle, 
the amounts being payable in cash, added to 
the principal sum of tho policy, or applied in 
reduction of the annual premium, at the op- 
tion of the Msured. So considerable is the 
profit that a policy holder who applic* his 
share of it in the reduction of the annual pre- 
mium payable, find* the burden materially re- 
duced after the second quinquennial period. 
This system, which the Royal Insurance Com- 
pany was one of the first offices, if not the 
first office, to adopt, has done much to add to 
the popularity of tho company and. by increas- 
ing it* 
ratio. 

pany to the aasured, apart irorn 
tal, is a life fund of i2.449.01 5. an in- 
crea*e of nearly £600,000 on the returns of 
1874. £1,863,011; and a reserve fund of 



business, to increase tho profits in like 
The security offered by the com- 
the assured, apart from tho eupi- 
» life fund of £2.449.01 5. an in- 




Thb M. B. bark Taihei J/aiv arrived at the 
anchorage yesterday (17th), having boon sceu 
and towed from Oosimaby the company's steamer 
Tturuya Alaru. The Taihti Maru lost all her 
spars on the 3rd instant during the typhoon 
and shared the same fate as the Scottish Fairy, 

On the 12th instant the 
Courier. Captain Cooper, 
from the north, and, we 
trustworthy 
barque Lord 
flsMfttll on west 

a whaler wo* spoken up north, th* 
which reported the loss of the exploring vessel 
Jeannette and two whalers, in the neigh, 
bourhood of Behring's straits, the three ships 
having been crushed iu the ice. 

The Lord of the JiUt left Yokohama on 
August 10th for Nagasaki, there to load coal 
for Vladivostock. She made one trip, then 
returned for another cargo of coal and after- 
wards proceeded to Saghalien for a cargo of 
seaweed, when she encountered a severe gale 
and was driven on thecooat. Another vessel is 
also reported a* having been wrecked in the 
same gale in the same neighbourhood. 

Regarding the Arctic explorer Jeawutte, 
sent out by the proprietor of the Next 
York Herald, this is not the first Urns 
that hor loss ha* been reported. The ve*sel 
was prepared to spend three years iu the ice if 
necessary, without comrnuuicatiou with the 
outaido world, and therefore the reports of her 
loss hitherto have been regarded as idle. The 
Sew York Herald in reference to this subject 
publishes a letter from Captain Hayes, a 
distinguished Arctic explorer, who says:— 

" I think it quite probablo that he found a 
winter harbour on Wrangel Land, in latitude 
73 degrees to 75 degrees, from which he was 
very likely released in July. As to severity of 
the winter, supposing it to have been severe, 
that has nothing at all to do with the matter. 
In any case, he was froion up by the ice, and 
) thermometor registered zero, or 
seventy below, is of no consequence. Iu a (hip 
fitted as the Jeanuette was men can easily 
mako themselves comfortable, no matter how 
cold it may be outside, and the Jeannette was 
perfectly fitted, and Professor Nordonskjdld 
need uot have any anxiety on that score, as I 
personally know. If she remains away an- 
other year ho has still more than ample sup- 
and she will have bad luck indeed is 
birds, seals and other animals are not 
to contribute to tho lardar. A* to her 
nd fitneas for ice navigation, there 
wo* never a better ship. 8he was constructed 
for that cxprena purpose and on tho most ap- 
proved pattern. She has mado three previous 
voyages and was additionally strengthened by 
her owner for the present one. 8he ho* olwayf 
been lucky, and although at times roughly treat- 
ed by tho ice she has iuvarbbly come off without 
serious hurt. She ha* one or the best captain* 
our navy or any other could furnish — brave, 
intelligent, cultured, and, what is more, a good 
sailor, a cool-headed man and a sagociou* com- 
mander. Having gone out to reach the Pole, 
he is not likely to return until he ha* made a 
serious effort— he is not that sort of a man — 
and for that serious effort thi* summer was his 
only timo. He necessarily must have had a 
poor show lost summer, because he entered th* 
ice late and had to feel hi* way. He will go 
into winter quarter* next winter if not *ati»- 
fled with hi* work th e summer. It he suc- 
ceeds he will then return. If he discovers 
that it ia impossible to succeed he will do 
likewise; .but in no cue can anybody 
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got at him to ask him what he is doing and all 
t he silly stories bj whalemen ran do him 
■cither good nor harm. He will come hume 
when he gets ready ; but this cannot possibly 
be, as I shonld think, before November." 

Notwithstanding the incredulity of the Ame- 
rican paper respecting the reported loss of the 
JtannctU, it is to be feared that there ia some 
truth in the statement. We shall probably 
hear further particulars upon the arrival in 
Yokohama, on Monday or Tuesday next, of the 
Couritr, whose captain, from what we hear, is 
impressed with the truth of the whaler's report 
of the crushing of the Jtanntilt. 



Ijr order to continue the work of exact 
longitude determinations, the United States 
nary department will shortly send Lieut. - 
Commander* F. M. Green and Charles 
H, Davis, with their assistant*, Lieut. J. A. 
Norris and Master S. C. Lemly, to the Asiatic 
station to determine telegraphically the 
longitudes of places in China, Japan, and the 
Eastern archipelago, which urc connected by 
submarine cables with the primary meridian 
of Greenwich. 

The D. 8. 8. Palo* will bo used to transport 
the observers and instruments from placo to 
place, and will be commanded by Lieut. - 
Commander F. M. Green, who will have charge 
of the expedition. The measurement will 
commence at Yokohama, or Vladivostok, and 
will be carried through the Japanese and Chi- 
nese ports to Singapore and Madras, there con- 
necting with the measurement made from Eng- 
land by the officers of the Great Trigonometri- 
cal Survey of India. The north point of Aus- 
tralia and the cast point of Java may also be 
included. The companio* owning the telegraph 
cable* have very liberally offered the free uao 
of their line* to the U. 8. government, and 
application has been made through the state 
department to the respective governments for 
permission to make the necessary astronomical 
observation*. The French government have 
already issued orders to the governor of Cochin 
China to furnish the expedition all possible 
facilities for landing at Saigon, and for esta- 
blishing a temporary station there. It is in- 
tended that work shall be commenced in Japan 
early in the spring of 1681, and the expedition 
will bo absent from the United States about a 
year. A wry successful measurement of the 
same kind wa* made in 1878 and 1870 from 
Greenwich Observatory, through Lisbon and 
the Brazilian port* to Bueno* Ayre*, with the 
surprising result that till now the city of 
Lisbon ha* been laid down more than two 
iDil^^i ^fl** 1 ^ of itu *>ru v? j)O0i 1* ] on* 

A tiltoium has been received by the inspec- 
tor of the Oriental Bank Corporation stating 
that the meeting of the Bunk has been 
held, the proceedings being of a satisfactory 
and reassuring nature. A dividend of four per 
cent, for the half year was declared. 

Tax Maintthi Shintm* states that the Yoko- 
hama Specie Bank is intending to export three 
lhou»imd bsles of silk direct to Europe. This 
may or may not bo true ; but we can atiMjro 
the Mainithi Shi,,hun that wo will make the 
transaction so hot for the imperial Jspaneso 
government that they will ruo the day they 
ever embarked in so infamous an undertaking. 

Wa are very pleased to see that The Standard 
Life Assurance Company has at 1-ist established 
an agency at this port." The Standard in one 
of the bent and most nftWnt companies in 
England, its accumulated funds exceeding five 
and * half millions sterling The rates tor re- 
f ideace in J rpan appear to as to be the same, 



or certainly not much in excess of those ruling 
at home, and the company will probably do a 
large business in this country. 

Call the author, or any of our readers, ex- 
plain the meaning of the following passage 
taken from the Jajian Weekly Slml of 23rd 
instant? "There is a largo and constantly 
increasing class who consider that the circum- 
stances of the particular country should be 
considered in shaping its fiscal policy." In 
there any instance of the ducal policy of 
a country being shaped without considera- 
tion of that country's circumstances? If 
so, perhsp* our contemporary will point 
it out, for we cannot. Probably, how- 
ever, the passage is intended to apply to the 
fiscal policy of Japan, and as n hit at those 
carping critics who caunot see in the linanrial 
administrator of this empire the brilliancy of 
a Gladstone, or the solid success of a Stafford 
Norlhcotc. In any case, what arc the peculiar 
circumstunccs of Japnn to warrant the adop- 
tion of u fiscal policy tlint can have but one 
ending — ruin and confusion ? Tho writer of 
the passage quoted may bo oble to ex plain ; 
but tho ordinary man of business fails to see 
in the conditions of Japan anything out of the 
usual course ; or to detect in the financial 
policy anything but an excessive expenditure, 
wholly out of proportion to the means and re- 
quirements oftho country. It would be better 
for the interests of those the Japan Mail seeks to 
defend by occasional oblique hintsand niyxterious 
allusions, that a profound silence, similar to 
that observed by the Jtt[mn Herald on govern- 
ment encroachments upon foreign trade, tho 
evils of an exclusive Cf.ast monopoly, and tho 
countless abuses an independent foreign press 
ought unhesitatingly and fcarlceaiy to expose, 
should be the distinguishing feature of all 
journals bought over to betray the interests of 
their own countrymen, and to sacrifice the 
rights of tho sovereign ppoplo, in order to 
disguise or conceal tho acts of their suborners. 

Wl bog to inform our correspondent TI 
Tokio, that the committee of the chamber of 
commerce appointed at the meeting of that 
boe , y held on February 2nd last, is composed of 
Messrs. Dunlop (Findlay, Richardson ft Co.). 
van der Pot (Nethcrland Trading Society), 
jyiffanger (Adamson, Bell ft Co.). Dodds (But- 
tcrfield ft Swire), Wilkin (Wilkin ft Rohison). 
Stiehel (Beiss ft Co.), and Wolff (Riber ft 
Brennwald). At that meeting some difficulty 
wss experienced in prevailing upon any mem- 
ber to take the post of chairman. The voting 
was a tie between Messrs, A. J. Macphersoo 
and Fraser (Fraser. Farley ft Co.), and next 
upon the ballot. Mr. Wilkin. These gentlemen 
•II declined to serve. Messrs. Gay (Walsh, 
Hall ft Co.), and Keawick (Jardine, Matheson 
A Co ) were then elected chairman and vice- 
chairman respectively, neither being present at 
the meeting. Mr. Gay subsequently dc«lined 
to serve, and Mr. Keswick was elected and 
served as chairman until his departure. No 
public notification has boon given of the elec- 
tion o/ a successor to Mr. Keswick. 

For information upon tho olhor point* our 
correspondent had belter rofer to the secretary, 
for we have no knowledge of tho duties or 
functions of the present chamber. 

Out of our French newspapers, in one of ils 
frequent • misunderstandings ' with its con- 
temporary the Echo, has published to-d«v a 
letter from tho first clerk of the French con- 
sulate at Yokohama, Mr. A. Brusndit, address- 
ed to the chairman of the banquet held hero 
on July 14th. in which he excuse* himself for 
non-attendauc* at that national gathering by 



•aying that he wa* formally interdicted from 
presenting himself by Mr. Pierrot, formerly 
French consul here. 

Mr. Bruandet could not permit *o favourable 
an opportunity to pa** by without a declara- 
tion of his sentiments. It must be highly 
gratifying to the French resident* of Japan to 
learn that tho first rlerk of the consulate is 
"an opportunist an I i -clerical repuhliran," an 
announcement which, in leas disturbed time*, 
would be truly alarming. It is also very 
rnafsuring to loam from Mr. Bruandet 
that his personal cuurage it beyond repoach. 
for he concludes his letter with the modest as- 
surer il ion "men of my stamp are never afraid." 
Under less stimulating circumstance* per- 
haps, men of Mr Bruandet'* " damp " might 
be inclined to wait until their coirngo is im- 
pugned, beforo asserting its existence with so 
much vivacity. 



Tub Ja/nn Mad lately asserted that the 
discontinuance of the P. ft O. S. N. Oo.'* mail 
contract to Japan had caused no ineooveiiienrn 
to the public. Tho very mail instanced hy 
our native contemporary was unfortunately 
several day* behind tho proper duo date j but 
to-day, tho mail of September 11th arrived by 
the Aiigala-Maru, affording another example of 
the delays to which our correspondence inward 
is subjected. 

The Zambesi, with this msil on board, arriv- 
ed in Hongkong at 9 a.m. nn the 14th, and if 
the mail service had been in operation the 
connecting steamer to Yokohsma would ham 
left on the 1 5th and arrived hero on the 22ml, 
a trifle of a week or so beforo the arrival of 
tho Xiigata-Marn. And yet those who anti- 
cipated inconvenience and delay are agreeably 
disappointed! 



Tbb Hochi Shinbun aver* that the govern, 
ment have been asked by the banker* of the 
metropolis to advance the sum of one million 
yen, to enable the borrowers to adopt measures 
to stay the tall in price of government bond*. 

It is almost impossible to believe that inch 
a proposition csn have been seriously put for- 
ward, or if put forward, eutertained by the 
government. 

The substance of the proposal really is, to 
redeem government interest bearing bond* 
with non-iiitrreet bearing government promises 
to pay. ' Government bond*,' the banker* must 
argue, ''are steadily declining in value, and In 
preserve the credit of the government we will 
borrow from them one million paper yen with 
which to purchase all bonds offering. Bv this 
mean* we shall keep np the value of the bonds. 
h«t— do they not think — we shall material y 
tower the value of p:i]ier currency.' 

The execution of schemes of this description 
always affects the currency. The public aio 
told that specified quantities of paper notes 
withdrawn from circulation are being openly 
destroyed: while indirectly they lesrn, almost 
daily, that new notes me being issued to a 
largo and really unlimited amount- 



Tuk Nagasaki Ksiwj Sun reports that tho 
President of the United States ha* commul- d 
the death sentences passed upon the mm 
Drinkclle at Kobe, and Ross here, for murdrr. 
Upon inquiry we find that no official com- 
munication to that effect has been received 
by the authorities here; and that aome short 
time will probably still be required for I.U 
official reply from Wnahuigioa. 
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A tsahslatios of an nrticlc from the Ckoya 
Shinbun is published in the Japan Daily Hail, 
and will, no doubt, be reprinted in the weekly 
edition. 

In that article we And the following pas- 
sage : — " The difference between our exports 
" and imports is one of the causes that hare 
" brought about the present financial diffleul- 
" ties of Japan." If by this is meant thnt an 
excessive importation has necessitated the pny- 
ment of precious metals to defray the balmice 
of trade, we denounce the statement as a wick- 
ed fabrication and deliberate untruth. 

The production of the artic'o in question by 
the Japan Hail gives to the assert ions it con- 
tains the endorsement of the journal copying 
it, if those assertions are not refuted or ques- 
tioned. As it is utterly hopeless to expect the 
Choya Shinbun to prove its statements, we 
challenge the Japan Mail, its official owners or 
supporters, its nominal agents, " Nauticua," 
and all the rest of its contributors, to prove 
that foreign trade is adverse to Japan ; or that 
its influence hss in any way, however' remote- 
ly, led to the financial deadlock. 

60 many of these shameless falsehoods are 
put forward by the ministers, the native press, 
and other persons, with the object of throwing 
the odium of serious embarrassments due to a 
radically bad financial policy upon foreign 
trade, that our duty clearly is to traverse sll 
such assertions, and call upon their fabricators 
to substantiate or retract them. In fact, the 
interests of foreigners in Jupan sre being 
endangered, if not betrayed, by so-called jour- 
nalists, wbo must be watched, challenged to 
prove their assertions, and ruthlessly expooeu 1 
and bald in check. 

Thi eminent Oodai, manufacturer of iudigo 
from the leaves of the Satsuma-irao, specula- 
tor in kinsstsu, sud frumer of the address to 
lir. Hennessy in which foreign trsde and the 
foreign treaties were denounced as deadly and 
abominable, has delivered an address to the 
members of the Osaka chamber of commerce, 
in the course of which he ssid : — '1'he distress 
of the poorer classes of the people is increasing 
"y, consequent upon the extraordinary in- 
jn the marketable value of rice ; and 
some measures are adopted to remedy 
this state of things the result cannot bo fore- 
seen. In my opinion the only course is for 
the government to prohibit the exporta- 
tion of rice by the people, and to take 
entire charge of the trade into their own 
hands; because, it the export of rice is 
totally forbidden, its price, in common with ull 
other articles, will tail to loo low a point, rice 
being the staple food. Fluctuations in rice 
will naturally affect Iho cost of production of 
sll other articles ; so if its value declines to a 
very low ebb, farmers, and perilous engaged in 
other branches of industry, will suffer in their 
turn. This being the case the people will be 
materially benefited by a government monopoly 
of the rice export, especially if the (j jv< rutin rit 
ship lire aw:iy at the proper time in nrtlcr to 
maintain a steady price fur it." H„ then put a 
motion to tho meclii.g tin bodying thu substance 
of his remarks, which was carried. 

This excellent political economist does not 
consider it worth his while to say that the ex- 
port of rice is as effectually prohibited to the 
people now as though the most stringent laws 
were enforced against it. Nor that the govern- 
ment have, for •some time past, absorbed and 
monopolized the export of rice to Europe and I 
other places from the open ports, and to all the 1 
world from the unopened ports. That the •' 
rrsult of government rice exportation has been 
disastrous ; and that not 000 cent of money | 



has ever been returned to this country. These 
sre trifles beneath Mr. Oodai's attention. 

Should Iho government be graciously pleased 
to adopt tho suggestion now mado by this 
advocate of official monopolies, who will be 
their chief agent in tho business Shall we 
bo wide of the mark, if we say Qodui will ? 

Why is it that the advances made to Mr. 
Oodni for the encouragement of native industry 
in manufacturing indigo, are s ill due to the 
" Reserve Fund P Wo ask this, because we 
donat, very much indeed, tho disinterestedness 
of the man who seeks to enforce a policy which 
is simply a robbery of tho people. 



We learn that arrangements havo been made 
for the S.1I0 of the guns of the U. 8. corvette 
Oneida, sunk in 1870 by collision with the 
Bombnif, to the Chinese government, or to some 
speculative agents who hope to make an ad- 
vantageous resale. The full particulars of the 
transact ion are promised us, when we will lay 
them before the public. 

A retort which seems to have something 
more than mere surmise for its basis, comes to 
us from London. A gentleman there wasrecent- 
lv waited upon and invited to tske shares or 
stock in a new govornmont bank for Japan, 
the government, in return for a large portion 
of subscribed capital, guaranteeing to the pro- 
moters tho whole of the government business. 

The names of tho lending promoters arc 
given by our correspondent as the Comte de 
Monte Beccaria, M. Leon de Roy, snd Eugene, 
Comte van dor Hccro de Creeyshaun (?) The 
seat of operations, and the temporary chief 
office, aro ssid to be, with delightful vagueness, 
on the Continent. 

Mr. John Robertson, of the Oriental Bank 
Corporation, is said to be on his way to Japan. 
This rooy be a mere coincidence, but it is 
strange both items of news should srrivc here 
about tho same time. Our readers will know 
what inferences to draw. 



H. M. o ux boat fly, commander St. Clair, 
left yesterday afternoon (29lh Oct.) for Tientsin 
vid Kobe, hsving instructions, wo understand, 
to search for tho disabled CUumum. 

The Cilvrnvm was reported hero in distress 
on Saturday moruing, the 23rd instant having 
been passed, fifteen days previously, by the 



barque Emt. On the evening of the some day 
Admirsl Clitz placed the Sutatara at the dis- 
posal of the British senior navul officer, an 
offer that was not accepted. Mi days loter 
the fly leaves. Truly the British public have 
reason to be grateful for small mercies. 



We hoar thnt the motion in chambers in 
Hongkong, calling upon Mr. John Pitman to 
give sn-urily for costs in the action against Mr. 
Keswick and otheis, the committee of (he club 
in Hongkong from which Mr. Pitman was 
•'Xpelled, has been heard, terminating in an 
order tint security should be given. It is also 
maid that the necessary security was at once 
r«r:hc<i3ii::g, which in coupling, Wau«o it 
would have been little }<-»* 



this interesting 
bud. 



th»u a misfortune if 
had been nipped in the 



Old residents in China will bo pleased to 
lenrn that Hor Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to confer tlifi honour of a Knight 
Commaridorship of the Ot-der of the Bath 
on Mr. Henry B. Loch, C.B., Governor of 
tho Isle of Man, aud who, it will be remem- 
bered, wsb captured and imprisoned with Sir 
Harry Parkcs, by tho Chinese, with the allied 
forcee when before Peking.— y,-0. D. Xtua. 



TOMBOBO'8 QTJENCH'D VOLCANO ; 
Oa SuaraTvA Isu, East Imras. 

Ar- 



ia Java's Sea, mid lurid elands. 
The blood-red sun goes down ; 

Hifrh o'er its waves, which twilight 1 
Tomboro'B black cones frown 1 



A fl'ry Titan ! onoe his breath. 

On wild Sambava's Isl», 
Spread desolation round, and death, 

Whsre scenes Malayan smile I 



No lava torren.- 

Spent are the Titan's throes— 
No Ufe— ainoo Waterloo's red joa 

The queneb'd volcano shows! 

Tom bore's dying fires last shone. 
Like flames burst forth from boll. 

The self-same day that, from hir " 
Fair France's victor fell ! 

How like the eourso bis raoe ha 
His crow nl ess boy laid low— 

His nephew chas'd — whose 
Poll by the Zulu's blow ! 

Paat quench' d Tomboro on I speed — 
In time's dark womb, intent. 

Of it— a. of bis race- to read: 
If both for e'er are spent! 



1! 




On board 
Islo, September 19th, 1880. 

Nots.— It may, perhaps, be a 
place the lost eruption of this volcano, 
the 18th June, 1815 ; but, at all events. It ia certain 
that it was vomiting forth its terrific torrsntsof 
burning lava < 
and since t ' 
— E. If. D. 



AINO BONO OF ADORATION: 

Of THB ABOEIGINAl. jAPAItiSI BACK, OK YWO 
IslAXP, JAPAK AUCHITELAOO. 



the period of^Ui^cwt jown , 



(Soto) 



Amo Fi»hei 



%, deep ai._ 
With awe, wonder and pride, 
Our profound admiration we am* ; 
For, iU depths food supply, 
Without which we must die. 
And the Sea is our MTio^a^km« I 

HaTl to thee 1 

(Ms) Ajho Ksnrssm 

To tbe Wood, fresh and gro a n . 
In whose lane glades are seen 
The wild Aino's rods, branch-covered 



Wo pray^ morning and night s 
While therein 



we delight 
all day freely to roam ! 
O grew Wood I 
Thou art good I 

AUD HviCTSR. 



At the 



To you both, we declare- 
As a bountiful pair 
Of kind parents— our heartiest thanksi 
Then, no jealousy feel, 
From the Wood if we steal. 
To seek soiuetiin.js the Sea. ain ly 
Parents two ! 
We love you ! 

(Ckonu) A iho FianxRs, Hunteju, Mat 
Yocths, Aim Maidkhb. 

To the Sea, fill'd with food. 
And the game-stock'd green Wood. 
Shall the Ainos sin* proudly for e'er ; 
Father ! mother i we pray 
To you both, nijebt and day — 
And tho Sea— and the Wood— we declare 
Ever more t 
To adore 1 

Edward MacDohhxxx. 

Yokohama, Oa. 1880. 
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Nor* ow tsi Arao sacs or Jar-*.*. — Like our 
•catered ancestral Cell*, thuso Aiooe are found 
princrpallyJJn Yeio. Sakhalin, ud the Karile Ulw, 
and sprinkled Over Hondo, 8hikoku, and Kiuahiu ; 
being plainly the oldest people of Japan, anil the 
aboriginal race of Dai Nippon. Concerning them, 
Mr. G riffle writes :— ." The inquirer into the origin 
of the Japaneee must regret that as yet we know 
comparatively little of the Ainoa and their lan- 
guage. Any opinion haardod upon the subject may 
bo pronounced raah. Yet, after a study of all the 
obtainable facta, I believe they unmistakably point 
to the Ainoa as the primal ancestors of the Japa- 
nese i that the man of the Japanoscpoople of to-day 
are substantially of Aino stock." He also says that 
" they have rude songs, which they chant to their 
lam, or gods, and to the deified sea, forests, moun- 
tains, and bears, especially at the close of the 
hunting and fishing season, in all affairs of im- 
portance, and at the end of the year " The fore- 
going English poetic version, somewhat opnrn- 
tically modified, gives the burden of the wild Aino's 
song of thanksgiving for the broad of life, and 
may serve aa a specimen of his savage jAyrelairoiu 
hymnody.— B. M. D. 



Correspondence. 



We ore not responsible for the opinion! 
expressed by correspondents. 

ENGLISH-JAP AXESE ETYMOLOGY. 



To the editor of tho Japan 

trust you will allow roc to make 
a few remarks in your columns on a review of 
Mr. William Imbrios bonk on English-Japanese 
Etymology, which appeared in the Japnn Daily 
Herald of the 18th current, mid again in the 
of the s 



journal on the 

More than a third of that review is devoted to 
an attempt to show that the title of the book is 
a misaomor. Whether tho writer succeeds in 
this attempt, or displays his own ignorn 



I KM 

under- 
following remarks 



every school-boy 
of the 



on a mutter which" 
stands, let the rcadei 
be the judge. 

The reviewer gives tho two meanings of the 
word etymology, as follows:—" first, as tint part 
* of philology which treats of the origin and 
" derivation of words in tho same language as 
' relited to their signification." (whnt can be the 
meaning of the words I have italicised ?) ; 
<• and secondly, aa dealing with the changes 
" that words undergo in paaiing from ono lnn- 
" guago to another." These are not tho two 
meanings of the word at all. They arc both I 
included iu the first sense in which the word 
is used, and which is thus briefly but clearly 
and exhaustively defined in Smart's Walker's 
dictionary: — "that part of philology which ex- 
" plains the origin and derivation of words." 
The second sense of the word is as clearly de- 
flated in the sumo dictionary as " that part of 
"grammar which distributes words into sort", 
" according to their various offices in a sen- 
•« teuce, and exhibits their induction " It 
is in this latter sense that the word is 
used by Mr. Imhrie. This boik distributes 
Japanese word* into sorts, uccordiug to t:i-> 
parts of speech to which they belong, and it 
exhibits their inflections. It is thus properly 
a book of Japanese Etgmohgy. Hut tho selec- 
tion and arrangomont of the words is, all 
through, influenced and modified by regard to 
the wants of those who rtriy wish to render 
English into Japanese, and it is not therefore 
a book of Japanese Elymilogg pure an 1 simple 
Its exact nature is clearly ami correctly indi- 
cated by the title. 

The reviewer next deals with the question. 
What want docs the book supply And the an- 

•wer it "practically noue," because to few 



people wish to study the Japanese language. 
Ho is completely mistaken. The members of the 
various religious missions to this country now 
number upwards of two hundrod. Tho mom hers 
of the various diplomatic corps must bo consi- 
derable, and thore is an increasing number of 
persons engaged in commerce in the open ports 
who are now making a systematic study of 
Japanese. The foreign employes of the Japanese 
government also furnish their quota of earnest 
students. Out even it the objection Were 
fouudod on fact, it is not that of a person of 
scholarly sympathies. Philological studies are 
to be encouraged whtlhor they ure useful to 
the few or tho many. 

iVflor some captious remarks on certain collo- 
quialisms which the author hss intentionally 
introduced into his English soutouces, Iweauso 
they form part of the current speech of those 
around him, tho reviewer says " some of the 
" more prominent of the errors in Japanese are 
"grievous. We shall adduce two. The verb 
" yomu is throughout the book used in the 
" English sense of to read. Now yomu means 
" to read aloud aa the Japaneee do, and tha 
" English Terb to r«io! should properly be 
"rendered by mint." This, in a critic who 
professes to be competent to criticise a work 
on the Japanese language, is deplorable. Forou 
no more moans to read aloud than it does 
to read stow or to read sinij-eong. It is the 
generic word for read in the Japanese language, 
and there is no other. I have heard it used 
scores of times by educated Japanese when 
there was no thought ot reading aloud, though 
very naturally this idea is associated with the 
word from the fact that the Japauese are in 
the habit of reading in that way. Mini, 
strictly apeaking, does not mean "to read " at 
all. It is used iu this sense only by way of 
adaptation, just as our English word ace some- 
times is. If authority is wanted for whatarory 
tyro knows, let Satow and Ishibashi be con- 
sulted. Yomu is given by them as the equivalent 
of read in its widest sense; though micu, being 
in use, is very properly added aa also an equiva- 
lent. 

Tho other instance of grievous and prominont 
error " adduced by the reviewer, is the transla- 
tion of hetogin which tho author freely renders 
foreigner, but which his reviewer auggesls 

should be translated d f foreigner, this, 

however, being givoo as a " mild rendering." I 
am curious to know, but not anxious to hear 
what he would consider a atrict translation. 
With reference to this suggestion t have only 
to say that I rejoice that such profinily is now 
happily banished from the written and spoken 
speech of all who deserve tho n»m» of gentle, 
man, and I trust it will never be recallol. 

The only further remark I wish to make 
with reference to this review is, that I should 
like to see such unfair and spiteful criticisms 
that which it contains denounced by public- 
opinion as UMcailo,! for and unjust, because it is 
only fitted, as it is evidently designed, to injure 
an author in ' his reputation and pecuni- 
ary interests, and to disconnge the labours of 
oihers in similar fields of research ami study. 

I ought to explain why I send this letter to 
you instead of to the lie mid, whore the review 
in question appeared. I do so, first, because the 
writer of tho review himself admits that he is 
botii prejudiced and partial ; and, secondly, be 
cans • ; io Herald has shewn in its recent con 
■in -a. in tho maltor of tho treaty, that it does 
iot know what is meant by honourable deal- 
ing. 

I have onlv to add in conclusion, that Mr. 



To the beginner, who would make the most 
rapid progress possible, it is indispensable, Mid 
the advanced student may study it with fttoAt. 

Yours truly, 

8. 

Tokio, 2 1st October. 1880. 

To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 
Sir : — Your correspondent " 8." haa well set 
fortli the literary and linguistic merit* of tho 
Herald's review of Mr. Imbrie's book, but even 
now full justice has not been done to tho 
subject. 

I read in the review :— "The word Etymo- 
logy is, in English, used in two senses i — 
first ns that part of philology which treats of 
the origin and derivation of words in the 
sarao language, as related to their signification ; 
and, secondly, as dealing with the 
that words undergo io pissing from 
gunge to another." 

In Worcester's dictionary I find :- 
" atotooT I . That part of philology ' 
" of the origin and derivation of i 
" ed to their signification. . . . 8 (Gram). 



with the 

n one 
>,the 



A treatise oo the parts of speech : that part of 
" grammar which exhibits the uses and inflec. 
"tioua of the parts of speech. , • (note)" 'In 
" • its widest signification, Etymology takes 
" 'cognizance, of the changes of the form of 
" ' words. However, as the Etymology wwich 
"•compares the forms of father, end fother 
" ' is different from tho Etymology thai com- 
"' pares father and pater, we have, of Ely- 
" ' mology, two sorts : one l" 
" • changes of form that word 
'• • and the same language (father, rath 
" ' other dealing with the cht 
•' ' undergo t'.i passing frotn one language fe 
"• another (paler, father) Latham,'" 

No doubt the •• reviewer " supposed that the 
originality displayed in tho selection of phrases 
auitablo to his purpose, entitled him to dis- 
pense with quotation marks, bat what shsll 
we asy of a newspaper that places such a pro- 
duction in its editorial column* ? 

Your obedient servant, 

W. 

Yokohama, October 25th, 1880. 
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Is H. B. M.'s Court roa Jar**. 

Before tt. T. Reknie, Esq., Jndye, 
and a Jnry, 

Monday, <kt. 18th, 1880. 

Kobi. Ullalt was charged with having; on 
tho 29th ultimo.at No. 102 settlement, after 
midnight assaulted ono Yamairata Yasnshi by 
stabbing him with a knifo in the left lower 
arm. 

Mr. Ju. Enslie, British pro-consul, acted 
as public prosecutor. 

Tho prisoner pleaded not guilty. 
The public prosocntor stated tho facts of 
tho case in conformity with tho evidence 
given by Yamagata at tho preliminary ex- 
i the 8th instant. He called na 



aminatio 
witness 

George Lemon, who was sworn and aaid :— 

I keep a public houae called "The Beehive " 
rmbne's book' is the best elementary Work on ' at No. l:V5. Just after midnight on tho 20th 



imnnes oooa is me oesi eiemsucarv worn on . »k »•'•-'• o— - 

the Japitue.e ....gauge which has yet' appeared. | ultimo I beard from my bedroom a uo.so, M 
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if somebody wu trying to break a home 
opto. I weot out on my verandah and saw 
the prisoner kicking against a door just op- 
posite to my bouse. A Japanese policeman 
was standing in tho street looking quietly 
on. The prisoner kicked one of the panels 
oat of the street door and crept through tho 
aperture into the honse No. 102. I armod 
with a stick and went down into the 
md entered tho shop after the prisoner. 
I saw a pool of blood in the shop, and a 
woman showed me the prisoner standing in 
a corner in the kitchon. When he saw 
xno be struck at me, and I strnck him with 
my stick, whereupon be ran out into a nar- 
row alley. The alley was however closed 
with a gate, which prevented his escape. 
Then he raised his hand and I saw a knife 
glittoring in it, wboreupon I knocked him 
down and kept him down. In the meantime 
the gate of toe alley had been opened and a 
foreign policeman named Valentine entered 
the) alley; to him I handed over the priso- 
ner and he took the kuife from the prisoner. 
During all tho time the Japanese policeman 
outside was blowing his whiatlc. The knife 
was a short, small knife. (Knifo produced) 
That is the knife. I perfectly recognize the 
prisoner at the bar as the man about whom I 
have now deposed. I am not aware that 
there are any Japaneao prostitutes in the 
house No. 102. The priaonor was drunk. 
Prisoner denied the troth of this evidence. 
Valentine, U. 8, Consoler constable, was 
sworn and said : On the 28th ultimo during 
the night I heard from my bed a noiso in the 
street; I went out to the gate of a small 
alley next to No. 102. 1 there saw Lemon 
homing the prisoner on the ground ; Lomon 
said the prisoner had broken into the shop. 
I raised the prisoner And banded him to the 
Japanese police. There was a small knife 
lying on the ground where the prisoner had 
been lying; I picked up tho knife. Prisoner 
warn very drunk. When I took np the knife 
it was open and had blood on it. The pri- 
soner said that he followed a woman into the 
house and that she bad run away from him 
■ad the inmates of tho house had beaten him, 
A Japanese policeman deposed that on the 
night between the 28th and 29th nltimo he 
was on duty in the vicinity of No. 102 when 
the prisoner made an uproar. Whon witness 
went to the place he found that the prisoner 
had entered the honso, and witness went to 
the sidegate, where Lemon handed tlio pri- 
soner over to witness. 

Yamagata Tasushi, warned to speak the 
truth, said :— I am employed as under 6-iaio 
by s> general storekeeper who is established 
by Mr. Clark at No. 102, Yokohama. In the 
night of the 28th ultimo the prisouor broke 
the shop-door of No. 102 and entered 
the shop where I was sleeping, and 
when I tried to torn him out, he wound- 
ed me with a knife in the arm. Hu thco 
made his escape by a back-door, my wife 
called Lomon, who was standing out- 
side tho house, and ho and another bluck 
man arrested the prisoner and took him to 
tho police station. Besides me are living at 
No. 102 my wife, my maiitor and his wife, one 
maid-sorvant, and ono boy. I and my wife 
slopt in tho shop. The rost of the inmates 
slept upstairs. Whon I took hold of pri- 
soner, he immediately stabbed me with his 
knife in tho left arm. My master's wife 
came down from upstairs with a lamp, whon 
sbo heard the noise. I never saw tho prisoner 
before. 

Prisoner eaid that he does not know this 
witness, but Uo knows witness." wile. 



Witness says this is a slander, and he 
cannot guess with what object prisoner broko 
into the shop. 

Yoshiyama Genko, a Japanese surgeon, 
stated that ho had attondod the last witness. 
He was on tho night of tho 28th ultimo, sum- 
moned to tho polico station, and met prisoner, 
whoso loft fore-arm was perforated by a 
knife-wound (knifo produced). This knife 
might have caused that wound. Tho wound 
was about '2\ inches in depth was 8/10 of an 
inch in length where the knife had entered 
tho arm and 7/10 of an inch where it had 
come out. The wound was entirely a flesh- 
wound. Witness bandagod it, and when be 
later saw it, it progressed favourably. 

Yosbi, a Japaneao woman, said : — I am the 
wife of tho storekeeper at No. 102, and sleep 
upstairs. On the night of the 28th ultimo, 
I heard a noise down-stairs and when 1 came 
down in the shop with a lamp, I saw the pri- 
soner and Yamagata struggling, and when I 
had went to the assistance of Yamagata, pri- 
soner stabbed him and then ran away. I called 
on Lemon from No. 136 for assistance, and 
he arrested prisoner. 

Prisoner said that in tho evening of the 
28th at half past nine he gavo witnoss ono 
yen. 

Witness denies this and maintains that she 
novor saw tho prisoner before he broke into 
the honse. 

Mr. Wm. Bourne, sworn : I am auctioneer 
at No. 70. I have bad dealings with a 
general storekeeper at No. 102 named Shim- 
pachi. He does a great deal of business in 
buying liquors, and I have found him a quite 
respectable man in business. I know tho 
honso No. 102, it is a respectable house. 

Shirapachi, storekeeper at No. 102, said. 
Yamagata Yasushi has boen in my employ as 
ban to since the year before last. Tho man 
has given me satisfaction and I consider him 
at respectable man. 

Tho prisoner addressed tho jury and said, 
that it was obviously absurd to assume tbat 
he with knife in hand had broken into a 
perfectly unknown man's honse. Bnt be is 
sometimes intoxicated and that evening he 
had paid a yen to a Japanoso girl, who called 
him into the bouse No. 102 and then disap- 
peared, whereupon several Japanese set upon 
him and beat him and he in order to 
defend himself drew a small knife, which he 
blindly flourished about him. 

Ilis Honour thon addressed the jury and 
shortly resumed the ovidence given against 
the prisoner and tho prisoner's statement. 

The jury agreeing upon finding tho 
prisoner guilty the court <i 



Defendant in his answer rejected from 
plaintiff's bill 16,803.21 as being- foreign to 
the contract, dedooted $1,09-4.90 for advances 
already made plaintiff by himself, and offered 
to pav on production of proper vouchers 
$2,18!$.49, ni»w the costs of the present 
action. 

Mr. Kirkwood appeared for plaintiff, Mr. 
Dallas for defendant. 

The steamer A. E. NonkmJcjoU was des- 
patched from Sweden in the spring 1879 to 
relieve the Swedish steamer Vega, then ice- 
bound in the Kara-sea on her voyage North 
of Asia to Behrings-straita. The steamer 
KordentkyAA never reached her destination, 
bnt was in July, 1879, stranded at a place 
called Hanaxakt in the neighbourhood of 
Notnnro on the coast of Yeso ; she lay there 
in a sheltered position which favoured the 
hope of getting her off, and on the 26th 
December last a contract was signed at the 
Russian Consulate Yokohama, by which 
plaintiff undertook to try to get ber afloat 
and bring her to Yokosuka for the repairs 
necessary before her return to Europe. The 
contract stipulated that all the expenses 
should be paid by the steamer and 
that plaintiff, according as ho succeeded 
in bringing the steamer to Yokosuka within 
two, three, or four months from the 
date of his arrival at tho stranding place, 
should receive a salvage of respectively 10 
per cent., 8 per cent, or 5 per cent, of the 
value of tho steamer; that if ho did not bring 
the steamer to Yokoska before four months 
had expired, he should only receive 5 per cent 
and $500 for his expenses and if he did not 
succeed at all, thon only his. actual expenses 
should bo refunded him as far as covered by 
the salo of the wreck. The plaintiff was 
according to oon tract to make the necessary 
outlay of monoy for the voyage to the strand- 
ing place and for his operations ; he was to 
be paid for a maximum of 50 workmen at 
$15 ahead per mouth and in hire for his 
steam pump $200, for his diving apparatus 
$200, for two boats and for a cable chain 
$200 per month, which objects in case of 
lose were to be paid him with $2,200 for 
the pump, $1,000 fur tho diving apparatus, 
$250 for the anchor and chain and $100 for 
the two boats, total $3,550. 

After a conple of unsuccessful attempts 
to reach the stranding place' the plaintiff 
arrived there in April this yoar, and met 
there the defendaut, who in tho mean- 
time had boon sont to Japan by the owners 
of the steamer, and a Captain Jobansen, who 
was to take command of tho steamer on her 



sont to prison for four 
labour. 



with hard 



In thk Impskui- Russia* Coxsi-lak Court. 

Doi'ore A. Pk l.i kan, Esq., Qmuul and President, 
and 

Messrs. S. Carcaxo and RtyNAtiu, A**u*ar$. 

Tuesday, October 19//*, 1880. 
Jan pr Boen vt. S. Serkbrentkoft, as agent 
for tho owners of the Ru^sinu steamer 
. A. E. Kordemkjold. 

This was a claim for $10,275.70, money 
alleged to bo due to plaintiff na salvor of the 
Htcamor Xordeutkjdld as per contract, with 
interest at tho rate of 12 per cent, annually 
from 23rd Juno last and costs, namely 
$8,f>92.70 in various salvage expenses, anil 
31,283, or 8 per cout. on tho valuo of steamer 
925,000, mnm the salvage expenses. 



repaired at 

fully floated, and arrived safely in Yokosuka 
on tho 25th Juno last. 

The plaintiff state* in his petition tbat he 
in order to execute his oontract chartered the 
schooner 0/.jm- in December 1879 to bring 
his implements to the stranding place, and he 
also engaged an engineer Mr. Olahn for $50 
a month until the return to Yokosuka with the 
steamer XordeiukjJd. In January this year ho 
left Yokohama in the Otonie, but was obliged to 
pot into port at Uraga, as tho sohoouer listed 
badly over. It was not until tbe 4th March 
that plaintiff with his implomanto left for 
Hakodate in tho Taktuhiho M<tru, but in 
Hakodate ho could not obtain any embarka- 
tion to tako him to tho stmnding plare ; be 
had to pass overland and arrived at Nemaro 
about tho middle of April, where ho found 
defendant, captain Jobansen and a Mr. 
Nielsen, an officer of the K ardently old. The 
petition then proceeds to giro a description 
of tbe troubles and difficulties which had to 
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be overcome before tho Nordemkjold was 
safely brought to anchor at Yokosuka on tho 
25th Jane, 1880, and states that defendant 
bad offered to pay him $5,000, an offer 
which he could not accept, as the salvage is 
M a rule in tho British marino between J and 
£ of the value of the ship salved. It was 
impossible in the contract to foresee all the 
difficulties that did actually arise, the 
sum olaimed by plaintiff $10,275.10 is ac- 
tually leas than ; of tho value of Bhip and 
is made op of $8,992.70 in various expenses 
connected with the salving operations besides 
8 per cent of the value of the steamer $25,000 
minus the $8,902.70 salving expenses, i.e. Si 
on $16,007.30=41,283. 

The defendant in hia answer protests 
against the steamer Nordenrkjold being 
charged with the freight of the Otome or the 
other expenses of plaintiff's vain attempt* to 
reach the place of stranding, as well as with 
tho wages of the ongineer Olahn ; he re- 
proaches plaintiff with not having, as be 
by contract was bound to do, brought any 
bouts to the stranding place to assist in his 
operations, and with not having furnished 
tho necessary funds for these operations. He 
likewise reproaches him with lutving by his ill- 
treatment of tbe Japaneso workmen deprived 
himself of their assistance, as he alsu found 
means to offend the authorities of the ken by 
his nnderliug forcibly breaking open a depot, 
where the goods saved from the Nordentkjold 
wore stored, and there taking possession of 
and oonsuming a hogshead of whiskey. 
He adds that plaintiff being without money 
and finding it impossible to obtain work- 
governmont assistance had to ask 
. to take the operations in hand, to 




nted from 

a sense of duty. It was thus in fact dofen- 
dant and not plaintiff who at last success- 
fnlly floated the Xordemkjold, and defen- 
dant at all ovonta refuses to pay plaintiff 
more than agreed on by the contract. Ho 
reject* from plaintiffs bill $6,803.21 as 
being foreign to the contract and deducts 
$1,694.90 advanced by himself, end offers to 
pay on production of proper vouchers 
$2,189.49. 

Mr. Kirk wood appeared for pl.iintiff, Mr. 
Dallas for defendant. Mr. Roaenstand acted 
as clerk to tbe court and interpreter. 

Mr. Reynaod by request of the President 
read aloud the documents of tho case. 

Mr. Kirk wood addressed the court. He 
according to general principles be 
I he might assume that all the facts 
alleged in tho plaintiff's petition which 

denied by defendant were to bo 
1 as admitted by him. 

The President of thecourt thought that this 
could scarcely be laid down as an absolute rule 
Mr. Kirkwood then asked defendant, whether 
be admits or denies tho alleged facts in the 
first two artioles of the petition with regard 
to certain conversations held with plaintiff 
at this Consulate. 

Mr. Dallas opined that tho 
tract supersedes all verb) 
understandings. 

Mr. Kirkwood said thai unfortunately all 
the witnesses to these conversations, namely 
Cuplaiu Bonger, Captain Sengsliick, formerly 
of tho Nordentkjold, and the chief officer of 
that steamer, Mr. Nielsen, had now left 
for Europe. The only witnesses in Japan 
are low the President of tho Court and the 



written con- 
i and 



plaintiff. He s 
to call on the 



sted that ho bo permitted 



Mr. Dallas said that in 

tho proceedings he had no o 
tho two first articles of the petition. 



rder to shorten 
jection to admit 



Mr. Jar 
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then called b 



counsel and when askod to state w 
after having signed tho contract 



to execute 
yea, he tool 



otistions were suddenly broken 
ohm raising the price he hod 



lerk to the 



nis 
r he 
steps 

the same without delay, he said, 
i his steam- pump to Whitfield and 
Donsun'B to havo it pnt together, and he was 
for some days waiting for tho result of the 
Consul's efforts, first to got a Russian 
man-of-war to bring up his implements, 
afterwards to charter the steamer Courier 
and to come to an arrangement either 
with a Kaitakushi ship or a M. B. Co.'s 
ship from Hakodate to Nomuro. Theso 
efforts failing, witness exerted himself i 
he first saw Mr. Bohm about the tatter's 
schooner and had well nigh chartered it, 
when the 
off by Mr. 

already agreed upon. 

to an arrangement with Mr. Snow about tho 
schooner Otome. 

Mr. Rosenstand officiated as 
oourt and interpreter. 

Mr. Kirkwood addressed the oourt and 
said that tho points in dispute with the 
counsel for defendant were, whither the 
Jfordenekjold was bound to pay two or six 
month's hire for the plaintiff's steam-pumps 
aud diving apparatus, and also whether 
it was bound to pay the valuo of tha 
pumps as the samo had become injured 
during the operations ; further whether the 
steamer shall pay Mr. Glahn's wages, tbe cost 
of the Otome'i voyage, the whole of the bonus 
claimed by plaintiff, and the bills of Messrs. 
Carat, Whitfield and Dowson and Cook. 
In order to prove tbe steamer's obligation to 
pay these various items, he asked the court's 
permission to call Mr. Olahn, Mr. Whitfield, 
Mr. Caret, Captain Jansson formerly of the 
Otome, and the present engineer of the Nor- 
denthjUd, Mr. Nielsen, as witnesses. 

Mr. Dallas had no objection provided he on 
his part were allowed to call Captain Johan- 
sen of tho steamer Nordentkjold, and the chief 
officer and the carpenter of tbe same ship. 
The court having granted Mr. Kirkwood's 
nest. Mr. Kirkwood called as witness, 
r. Christian Frederick Qlahn, a Danish 
subject and civil engineer, who was sworn 
and said. I was on tbe 22nd December last 
engaged by Mr. Jan do Boer an chief engi- 
neer of the NordeneJtjbld until abe ahould 
arrivo at Yokosuka. The steam-pump ar- 
rived in good condition on board the tforden- 
ikjoli, but was there damaged. This happen- 
ed through stress of work and an accident 
caused by a ooolie. The boiler worked with 
salt water aud tho blow-cock being knocked 
off caused a lot of sand to enter the boiler 
with tho salt water, whereby a tube was 
burnt. I could not stop the pump or let off 
the steam when the accident happened, because 
I was just then raising the shi|> by pumping 
ont the water, and if I had ceased pumping tho 
ship would again have sunk. A valve spindle 
on tbe pump is bent, tbe steam-pipe is broken 
and useless, and in the centrifugal pump the 
flange for fastoning is broken and likewise 
tho fan. Considering the quantity of work 
performed by the pump, the damage done is 
very little. I am now employod by tho Mitsu 
Bishi Co. as second engineer ; I received tny 
firsj. certificate as engineer in 1869 from the 
Royal dock-yard in Copenhagen. (Six cer- 
tificates produced J — I have been with Jan de 
Boer during the whole timo from my engage- 
ment uutil tbe steamer's arrival in Yokoska. 
Tho engine and implements sent on board tho 

I have a list 




of those articles which were disembarked 
from the Otome on tho beach of Hanasaki. 
(List shown). The steam pump was in 
first rate condition when I put it on board 
the Otome when If took it from on board at 
Hanasaki and when I pnt it np on tho Nor- 
dentkjuld. The flange of tho centrifugal 
pump was broken at the time when the ship 
was floated by shifting the pump. It was 
the carpenter who shifted the pump. The 
fan was broken through coal and sea- 
weed getting into the pump. Such ac- 
cidents ore very likely to occur under simi- 
lar circumstances. I had charge of the 
NordetukjOlcfi engine from the moment, I 
came ou board nntil she i 
I wroto the engine-log. Until 
tkjold was floated I received 
Jan de Boer, and since that 1 
Johansen. At Hakodate Mr. J 
tried his best to 

the place of stranding and the means of 
transport thither, but it was impossible! in 
fact there was no information to be 
tained at 

Co. 'a captains who 
Hakodate. Wo were told by 1 
and Strandt and also by the chief officer 
of the TakacKiho Mar* in which we went to 
Hakodate, thot at Hanasaki would we find all 
tho boats and workmen wo wanted. I cover 
saw Jan de Boer strike or kick tho Japanese 
workmon and as wo wore constantly together 
at work and lived in the same hut he could 
not havo dono it without my seeing it. I 
disarmed tho watchmen that was pnt over 
the stores saved from the Nordentkjdld and 
would have tied bis hands if ho had not 
promised to follow me quietly. Tho 
man had offered to shoot me with his 
gun which was loaded. I had been or- 
dered by Mr. Jan de Boer to remove tho 
stores from the shed where they were 
badly sheltered and partially covered with 
snow, and in this work I wo* assisted by the 
watchman and a Japanese workman. 

As everything in the shed wont to 
ruin, I went by Jan de Boer's order to re- 
move the goods to have them dried and 
cleaned. Tbe watchman assisted ma in the 
removal. On my arrival in the morning at 
his place I saw there four strangers, and 
I found them using the ship's provisions. 
While we were removing the goods, I sow 
the watchman hand some preserves to a 
woman, and several bars of soap to a boy, 
who wont away with it, bat I called him 
back and took it away from him. He had 
concealed it under his clothes ; I accused tho 
watchman of oomplioity in theft, whereupon 
be got angry and went into his hut, and 
as I knew that he kept one of tho ship's 
rifles in his hut, I followed bim, took the 



it 



at mo, and 

I than 



mil was going 
when he pro- 



riflo from him, when he aimed 
fired off the oharge in tbe 
prostrated him on his hook, i 
to tie his bands with a rope, 
raised to be quiet and I refrained from tying. 
I sent him under guard with a letter to Jan 
do Boer and requested that ho should be sent 
to Nemnro, and I afterwards took tho gun 
there myself. In tho shod there was a cask 
which was about a quarter fall of gin ; I 
have drunk from it ; I was under tbe impres- 
sion that those provisions wore for tho use 
of the men working at the ship; I mi 
working on tbe ship the whole day, several 
miles from my boose and could not go home 
for my meals. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dallas : — Both the 
engineer of the tforden§kjol > and Mr. 
Serebrenikoff saw tho steam-pump before it 
and could convince 

■ • ' ( 
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themselves that it »w in first rate order. 
I pat the boiler ap myself and tested it 
myself and found it in perfect order. I saw 
no crevice in the tabe that afterwards was 
barnt. I think that either steam had been 
kept op or fire banked for six days when 
the accident happened to the boiler. A 
Japanese blacksmith had chargo of the boiler 
when the accident happened, but ho did not 
see it happen. It was probably curiae- 1 by 
tho work going on on deck, some tackle 
knocking against the cock. Tho boiler was 
filled from barrels standing on tho deck ; but 
even with that system tho seawater used in 
the boiler was very muoh mixed with sand. 
Until the ship was floated I always attended 
myself to the steam pump. I havo some- 
times reprimanded tho blacksmith, but never 
for insufficiency of water in tho boilor. 
I have read the contract bat nover taken 
much notice of it; I was under the impres- 
sion that the ship waa responsible for all 
expenses. I reported tho damage to Mr. 
Jan do Boer verbally ; I mado no written 
report. My agreement with Mr. Jan de 
Boer finished the moment we arrived at 
Yokoaka. A Russian officer came on board 
in Yokoska, but I did not know that it was 
the engineer of tbe man-of-war Abrrk, and 
1 never went near him. I never saw Mr. 
Jan de Boor hurt his Japanese workmen. 
The abed in which the Sonlaiuhjohl salved 
goods were stored consisted of a straw roof ; 
1 bad a list in Swedish of theao goods, which 
I translated for Mr. Jan do Boer when on 
board tbe Otonu. I had uo written order 
from Jan de Boer to tako possession of the 
goods on the list. The engine of the Hur- 
ler my charge on the 26th 
nember Mr. Serebronikoff 
engine room and making 
observations about tho water in tho boilor be- 
ing so low that if cold water wero suddenly 
added, an explosion would inevitably follow. 
I told Mr. Serebrenikoff just to leave the 
machine to me and to get oat of my engine 
room. 

By tho court: — There was a contract 
between me and Jan de Boor, but it is lost. 
Jan da Boer had promised mo $150 00 a 
month until tho Kordmukjold should arrive in 
Yokoaka. Altogether I shall receive $920 
remuneration. I have already received 
soma oash and a note for the balance. 

Betvrday, October 23rd, 1880. 
Mr. George Whitfield, mechanical engineer, 
who was sworn and said : — At the beginning 
of this month I inspected a steam-pomp with 
boiler and centrifugal.pnmp, belonging to 
Jan da Boer, and lying near the Nordenikjold. 
Both the pumps and the boiler wero slightly 
damaged. The boiler had the blow-cock 
broken and one of the circulating tubes im 
burnt through ; both of the circulating pipes 
were filled with salt and sand. Four out 
of six of the fire-bars for the boiler wore 
broken. The centrifugal-pump had one 
of the feet broken off, and tbe impeller 
inside was slightly broken. The steam- 
pump showed a gcod deal of wear from the 

Ii reman co of sand, and the piece of hose-pipe 
ooked very much worn. The slight rod for 
the small engine was somewhat bent. The 
foot of the pump might be called a flange. 
There are, bowover, two other flangoa whioh 
were not broken. Tbe slight rod mentioned 
by me is tho same as valvo Bpindlo. Pumping 
out the Sardentljold on a sandy beach would 
probably soil tho pump inside with salt and 
sand, but an expert would have taken care to 
keep bis boiler clean by menu of the blow- 
t j^aa, however, tbe blow cock had,, beea 



broken off, it could probably not be helped 
that the boiler also became soiled. How far tho 
blow cock was broken before or after the 
boiler was so fillod I cannot say. I have 
heard say that the north coast of Japan is a 
dangerous coast. Considering that the pumps 
and boiler were taken to the place of strand- 
ing and worked there for a time in pumping J 
ont the ship, I don't consider the damage to : 
pumps and boiler as excessive In such 
work the machinery omployod would alwaya 
have to pass through a certain amount of 
hard labour and run a certain risk. T made ' 
tho repairs to the machinery before its depar- I 
ture for Hakodate, and when it left it was fit 
for uso. I gave a limit for the press arc on 
the boiler of 40 lbs., or nearly 3 atmospheres. | 
The pnmps wero in good order ; the centri- 
fugal pump was new. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dallas : The ma- 
chinery was only slightly damaged in parts 
when I saw it at the commencement of this 
month. When a boiler of that description 
is qnito new I am accustomed to make it I 
work np to 60 lbs. ; the boiler was old and 
although I had tested it with a pressure of 
60 lbs. I considered 40 lbs. to be within 
safety. Even if tbe blow-cock was in perfect 
order the boiler might in tho hands of an in- 
competent person become choked with salt and 1 
and so that the tubes might be burnt. It I 
would not be diffioult to knock off the blow- 1 
cock with a hammer. I have before seen a to bo I 
burnt on a boiler, namely on a fire-engine in 
Yokohama? If tho boiler had been in the 
hands of a competent person and everything] 
in perfect order, I should not think that a ' 
timo of one honr and a half after the blow- 
cock had been broken off would be sufficient 
to choke the boiler with salt and sand, 
so that tbe tube could- be burnt. On tho 
fire bars the burning coals are placed and 
they are in conrso of time liable to be burnt 
through and have to be replaced. I think 
tho foot of the centrifugal-pump may havo 
)>een broken by the pump having boon 
dropped daring its transport. The impeller 
inside the centrifugal-pomp is a removable 
piece. It conld bo repaired or a new im- 
peller make and put in without having need 
to mako a new pump. The suction-pipe 
was of indiarnbber with an internal spiral 
of wire; it is separate from the pump and 
fastens to it with screws. The motion pump 
must occasionally be renewed. The slight 
rod of the steamer-pump can easily be 
straitened. Tho steam-pump was not new, 
when it left for Hakodate. 

By the court: All the damages observed 
by me win be easily repaired at an expense of 
about $200. The pump, Ac will afterwards 
be able to work as bofore ; the utmost de- 
preciation in its value would be five per cent. 
—I think nnder tho circumstances the dama- 
gos that have happened were to bo expected. 
The oentrifugal pump is especially devised for 



for 
time 



i oentrifugal pump is especially 
working in water mixed with 
gravel. The boilor furnishes thi 
the steampump, which is at the 
a pump for pumping ont the ship, and also 
puts into motion the centrifugal pump. The 
boiler being adjusted at 40 lbs. makes no 
difference to the centrifogal pump. I call 
tbe pump the machine that has ono cylinder 
for steam and one cylinder for water. 



Monday, October 251A, 1880. 

Captain Carat, and said that ho wished to 
provo by this witness that tho articles deli- 
vered by him to Jan de Boer and charged in 
the bill were necessary for tho salving opera- 
tions. 



The ooart consented to hear Captain Carat 
ns witness bnt not as expert. 

John Carat, master mariner, neither rela- 
tion nor business partner with any of the 
parties, bnt until June last year associated 
with plaintiff, was sworn and said : I am 
proprietor and manager of tho Yokohama 
salving and diving company; I have been here 
14 yours. The articles mentioned in exhibit 
20 were purchased by plaintiff from me and 
have been paid for. Some were new, some 
not ; I have charged accordingly. Tho prices 
are the pricea current in Yokohama. The 
crow of Oiome carried the articles on board, 
but tbe steam-pump I took on board myself 
by aid of a floating derrick. I hired a 
steam launoh to take things to Uraga. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dallas : — The don- 
key-pump mentioned in ray bill had a whool 
for driving another machine. The two boats 
mentioned in my bill were by me delivered 
to Jan de Boor, and I saw tbem on board tbe 
schooner OUime. 

Re-examined by Mr. Kirk wood All the 
artiolea delivered by mo, both thoso now and 
those second hand, were in good order. 
Mr. Kirkwood next called as witness 

Olaf Nielaon, machinist, employed on board 
the Bteamer Jtnrdenskjiild, who was sworn 
and said : I wont with Jan de Boer in 
tho Olmn« to Uraga, but had there orders 
to return. The cbief mate of NoriUnskfvid 
sent a letter to the Captain of (Home that the 
men should come hack from Uraga. 1 had 
no orders to leave for Hakodate with Jan de 
Boer. I left Yokohama tho 5th April in com- 
pany of Captain Johansen and Mr. Serebreni- 
koff for the place of stranding. We arrived 
at the place of stranding on the 16th April. 
I cannot pass any opinion how far Jan de 
Boer from the 16th April until tbe arrival in 
Yokoaka did what was possible to bo done to- 
[salve tho NonlentkjtiM : I always had enough 
to do myself without looking after others. I 
havo seen Jan de Boer strike a carpenter and 
hoard him abuse the Japanese workmen. I 
never saw Jan de Boer drunk. I have a oer- 
titlcate as second engineer in a steamship. The 
certificate is on board the Nonl&nskji'td. I 
have passed no examination, but I have the 
certificates from the ships in which I hare 
sailed. I havo in Sweden the right to work 
as second engineer in a steamship without 
having passed any examination. But the 
engineer muBt then prove that ho has workod 
in a machine workshop five years and sailed 
as fireman in a steamship three years. I was 
fireman in 1874, 1875 and 187ft I was one 
month fireman in the Norderultjold. John Byer 
was first engineer in the Nordentkjcld when she 
stranded ; I cannot Bay when he left Japan, 
but I think it was in spring this year. I 
know tho onginocr Glnhu. When tbe ATordea- 
ihjohl was floated Glahn was drunk in his 
bunk ; steaming to Yokoska the engine was 
just as much in my chargo as in Glabn's. 
The Sordenskjold was floated very oarly in tho 
morning, 4 or 5 o'clock. Two engineers were 
required to attend to the salving operations. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dallas :— I can't 
say how often I saw Mr. Glahn drunk, but it 
was more than once Ho was so drunk that 
be went on all fours. — I was on board Norden- 
tkjbld yesterday ; Friday a week ago Glahn 
came on tionrd the NorcUntAjohl then in dock 
in Tokio, and naked me to take tho blacksmith 
with me and eomo and sou Jan do Boer. I 
replied that I could not take the blacksmith, 
but went myself to see Jan de Boer. He 
told mo that he had heard that the Russian 
consul had called me and the carponter to 
Yokohama to speak with him about Jan da 
Boer. I answered that I had not soon the 
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1 linos the 10th July ; but Jan da Boor 
would not believe me. He said that if I 
would depose that it wu true that the consnl 
had called me, then he would pay my pas- 
sage home and pre me some hundred dollars 
be* i dee. I answered that if I were sunimon- 
ed aa witness 1 was bound to tell the truth 
and eonld therefore accept no money from 
him. Jan do Boer then said that Ciiptain 
Johansen and Mr. Serebrcnikoff would not 
leave Yokohama with their eyes uninjured. 
Jan de Uoer then left for Yokohama and I 



Mr. Jan de Boor after having heard thiB 
evidence denied it in toto ; he aaid that ho 
doe* not remember to have spoken with the 
last witness aboat the Russian Consul; Mr. 
Olshn was present and can testify what pass- 
ed. He has never been intimate with last 



Cross-examination by Mr. Dallas continued : 
I don't remember the date but 1 remember 
Sorebronikoff remarking upon the small 
quantity of water in the X<ird<mtkjiild i boiler. 
The water was so low that it was necessary 
to remove the fire to let the boiler cool. If 
instead of removing the fire the boiler had 
been filled with fresh 
must have happened. 

Mr. Sorebronikoff deposed that Mr. Niolson 
has workod on board the tfonUmkjold from 
Europe, assisted in the salving operations at 
the place of stranding, and also in the dock 
in Tokio. He has always done his work 
thoroughly. He is now again engaged to go 
back to Europe as 2nd engineer in the AV- 

( Adjourned to November 2nd. ) 



A 8MCUI. Mestiso of the Hiooo akd Osaca 
OiMtaAi. Chambek or Com m reck was 
held at the Municipal Hall on the llth 

1880. 

ft. Hughes (Chairman) 
Q. W. Thomson, J. Mackrill Smith, T. Lens, 
V. Itoehr, A. Evers, J. L. Bugter, O. Klein- 
wort, J. M. Grigor, sud H. Oeslien. 

The Secretary read the advertisement cal- 
ling the meeting. 

The Chairman stated the opinion having 
boon genorally expressed that it would bo 
deairablo to call a meeting of the members, 
in order to sfford them an opportunity for 
formally discussing and exchanging views on 
a matter which has lately exercised the mind 
of all importers in a more or less degree, 
vis : the tardiness with which the Osaka 
dealers are fulfilling their engagements, 
owing to certain resolutions passed by them 
affecting some departments of the import 
trade more thtn others. We have according- 
ly met this afternoon, and the matter is now 
open for discussion. 

Mr. Lens, then said the object under dis- 
cussion appeared difficult to approach. Ho 
hoped, however, that members would express 
their opinions. The Committee thought it 
their duty to give the members an oppor- 
tunity of expressing their views, by which 
means it would be possible to ascertain whe- 
ther joint action could be takon, and also to 
what authority their complaints should bo 
directed. No one of tho Mombero could 
combat the combinations of the Japanese 
singly, whereas joint actiou would certainly 
havo some effect, if at present only a moral 
one. He begged to propose tho following 
resolution : — 

That a Committee be appointed to addreat the 
Mmuteri on the present ditorgaaiaed state of trade. 



Mr. Grigor seconded the resolution. 

After some amouut of discussion on the 
above, the following amendment was pro- 
posed by Mr. Evers, and seconded by Mr. 
Kleinwort: — 



That the Committee of the Chamber bo request- 
ed to draw up a Memorial on the subject, and if 
•auctioned at another Meeting of the Chamber, 
copies be forwarded to the Foreign Ministers 
through tho medium of the various Consuls at 
Kobe, as also to tho Yokohama General Chamber 
of Commerce and the Japanese Chamber of Com- 
merce of Osaka. 

Mr. Lens, quite agreed with Mr. Evers that 
it would be advisable to send a copy of the 
Memorial to the Japanese Chamber of Com- 
merce, this being tho shortest way to inform 
them (the native merchants) of the stops 
they were going to take. Ho therefore with- 
drew his motion in favor of Mr. Evors. 

Tho Chairman considered that foreigners 
wero not the only sufferers by the present 
disturbed state of the currency, for most of 
the goods now lying in the vsrious godowns 
undelivered were contracted for at a time 
when sateu possessed a different value than 
they do at tho moment. Ho bad not beard 
of a single case of repudiation, an extension 
of time being all that had been asked for, 
and under the circumstances he thought that 
the Japanese merchants also wore ontitlod to 
consideration and sympathy. 

Mr. J. Mackrill Smith said he did not 
intend to take any part in this discussion, 
but would remark that ho thought any appeal 
to the Foroign Ministers for relief would 
prove fntilo. Tho question has arisen from 
the disorganised state of the Nutivo Currency, 
for which the Japanese merchants are not 
responsible, and therefore they are entitled 
to somo sympathy. It is a question entirely 
between sellers and buyers, and he thought 
tho only remedy, if contracts are not fulfilled, 
was in the Japanese Law Courts. Ho could 
not therefore vote in favour of the resolution 
to refer the matter to the Foreign Ministers. 

Mr. Lens, in reply to Mr. Smith, said 
that it would be impossible for any one firm 
to go to law against their customers, as in 
such case they all would oombino not to buy 
goods of such firm. Action must be taken 
jointly, and to consider about this was tho 
object of the present meeting. 

Mr. Thomson said : — Mr. Chairman and 
Gentlemen, I rise to address you with con- 
siderable hesitation, as I am well aware that 
it is impossible to cast any fresh light on a 
subject which has received from every ono 
' of you such anxious thought. Yon can all 
■peak with greater precision and value of 
broken contracts and impeded business, and 
I feel it is unnecessary for me even to sketch 
mpidly tho present condition of things. 
What I wish to say, in a word, is this — that 
for the last few years I have watched with 
I regret the action of the Finance Department 
in connection with the circulation of their 
irredeemable notes. It is impossible for the 
Trado— especially the Import Trade — of any 
country to flourish if its Paper Currency is 
I subject to the constant and violent fluctua- 
tions we associate with the very namo of 
Kinsatan. I am therefore of opinion that 
a complete^ and accurate statement of 
the effoct experienced here of a depreciated 
currency — acting adversely as it does to the 
interests of Japanoao as well as foreigners — 
might be of somo benefit and could not possi- 
bly produce harm. Let it includo any in- 
dividual casas of hardship thst come to our 
knowledge, and let it be addressed to the 
Finance Minister, not so muoh with the 
expectation of its inducing 
action on his part oa to giro it 



of general publicity and emphatic appeal. 
If this reeumt — this focus of facts — bo drawn 
up decisively and intelligently, it may moet 
the eyes of those who can assist us, 
and wo may have the satisfaction of thinking 
that we havo taken some small part in the 
reform of this — in many respects— most 
misgoverned country. 

The amendment was put to the Meeting, 
and carried. 

The Chairman proposed that Mr. Thomson 
be asked to join the Committee in framing a 
memorial on the subject. This was aeoondod 
by Mr. Roehr, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Thomson accepted with great pleasure. 

The Mooting then adjourned.— Hiogo Newt. 



of last 
to hand by 



which 



unfortunately prove that it was a most 
rous one for shipping in general. Dur- 
e past week news has been received of 



are 
rival, 
disastrous 
ing the pasi 
the total loss of two vessels well-known on the 
ooast,— the Gorman brigantine Qvstaf, Cap. 
tain Johannsen, and the British barquo Lord 
of the I»Um, Captain Watte,— both of which 
wore lost on the southern end of f 
tho former on the 23rd, and the I 
28th ulto. Tho Gnttaf left here on the 24th 
August, bound for Wlodivostock, with a 
cargo of coals, and was followed by the Lord 
of the hlet, to the .same port, on tho 1st 
September. Both* vessels discharged their 
cargoes and proceeded in ballast to the.ialand 
of Saghalion, for tho purpose of taking in a 
cargo of seaweed, and were wrecked in har- 
boor on tho above dates. After the Omtaf 
had been abandoned, hor crew was transfer- 
red to the Lord of th« Islet, which vessel 
shared a similar fate five days later. For- 
tunately no lives were lost Captain Watte 
and his officers were taken to Chefoo in the 
barquo Clyde, and Captain Johannsen and his 
officers arrived here in the S. S. Wladivo- 
ttock. The crows wore brought here in the 
barque Catherine. Tho small Russian 
schooner Aleut was also wrecked on the sjtmu 
island on tho 28th. — R, 8. N. . 



^htppinj. 



ARRIVALS. 

Oot. 17, Brit. str. Malacca, 8enton, 1,709, from Hong- 
kong via Kobe, Mails and General, to P. a 0. Co, 

Oct. 17, Jap. barq. TaiKeu Mora, Block, 700, from 
Nagasaki, Coal, to M. B. It. 8. 8. Co. 

Oct. 17, Jap. str. Hwjo.Voru, Thomas, 896, from 
Niigata via Hakodate, General, to M. B. M. 8. 8. 
Co. 

Oot. I7,^Jap. ttr. lYuruja-Maru, Stcodinan, «6^, 

Co. 

Oct 17, Jap. ttr. 

from Hakodate, Mailt i 

8. Co. 

Oct. 18, Brit. str. Oaarnc, Metcalfe, 8.700, 
Hongkong Mailt and Ciena-*!, to U. Ik O. Oo. 

Oot. 
from 
8. 8. Co. 

Oot. SCI, Jap. str. Taint- Mont, Hogg, 1,04.2, from 
Kobe, M via sod General, to M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 

Oct. SO. Jap. itr. TV>tw.lf«ru, Swain, 8,119, 
Shanghai and p 

M. 8. ». Co. 

Oot. £1, Froh. sir. Tanait, De la Marcotte, 1,735, from 

Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 
Oot. 22, Brit. »U. Bilfic, Davison, 2,6i7, from Sao 

Francisoo, Mail* and General, to 0. k O. Co. 
Oot. 28, Brit, barq Km*, Oman, 77S, frsm London. 

18th Jane, General, to Maloulm & Co. 
Oot. **, Gar. sobr. U. C. JJefcm, Peterson, 72, from 

Knrilo Island, 1.064 seal skiui uud 70 < 

to P. Bohro, 



18, Jap. str. Ko*eno»«.Jfor», Dithlef«.n. 1.1SS, 
m Hakodate, Mailt and General, to It. B. M. 



porta, Mailt and General, to M. B. 



p aB _ V.i f. Litis 1 ' n M J n V, ann QQO 

biaaga'wa, to J. H. Vou HemerT ' ' 
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Oct S5, Bom. *tr. CWi'ir, Cooper. 494, from Hako. 
data, Oot. tOth, Kwwiwl end Fur*, to Wulah, 
Ball* Co. 

Oot. tt, Portagnoso gun-boat Mandomi, Vianna, 416, 

77 men, from Kobe. 
Oot. Se%Jap. itr. ATiasAie^Marw. Dsarison, RUU. from 

Kobe. General hi M. B. M. 8 S. Co. 
Oct. 2*. Jap. »tr. TturvfU-Mam Steadinan, fifii, 

from Kobe, General, to M. B. M. S 8. Co, 
O.-t. 18, Belgium str. Jenai T. flttt Hoyden, 1,125. 

from A a twerp ris Hongkong and Hha.ghiu. (in» 

ral, to ('. Mies A Co 
Oct. t8. Jap. barq jrinwhmi-Jfnru. Nicola, PRO, from 

Nagasaki, to M. B. M. S. S. Co. 
Oot. t7, Jap. itr. .Viiyafct. Mam. Walker, 1.601. from 

Hongkong Tia Kobe, M all* and General, to M. B 

M. 8. 8. Oo. 

Opt. 28, Jap. itr. TaAaaojo-Morv, Youog, 1.2.W, fron, 
Shanghai and port*, Mail* and General, to M. B. M. 
8. 8. Co. 

Oct. M, H. M. f. Conniu, Capt. .1. W. East, 14 irons. 
2,800 H.P., 215 moii, from Hot*. 



DEPARTURES. 



Oct, If), Jap. Mr. SanudVtfsnt, Hnbcnet, 80S, for 

Hongkong via Kobe, Maila and 

•d by M. B. U. 8. H. Co. 
Oot. 17, Frob. str. Volga, Gulrand. l.'OJ, fur Hong. 

kong, Mailt and General, deapatchod by M. M. I n 
Oct IB. Jap. a-r. To»o.A.W.Maru. Hubbard. 617. 

for Hakodate, Mail* 
' M. B. M. 8. 8 Co. 
Oat. 18, Brit. air. I erfijrsrm, Alexander, **b»rl» fui 

Kobe, General, despatched by Wilifn A K<<b>aon. 
(>ot 19, Brit. atr. Potwltu, White l.SOB, fr t,md,>n 

ret Kobe. Nagasaki, and China porta. despatched 

by Buttwnold * Swim. 
Oat. 10, Koaaian oorretle Unci, Cu ( I. Stl.ui.ee 

lJJOtl. '<>' Vladivostock. 
Oct. 80, Jap. fir. //iresAMM-Marw, Heswell, 1,780. 

for Shanghai and porta, Mail, aud General, de. 

patched by M. B.N. 8 8, Co. 
Oat. 11, Hrlt. atr. Oeeoatie, Mstaalf, 3,700, for Sai. 

Franoisoo, alalia and General, despatched by U 

A O. Co, 

Oot. IS, Jap. atr. Hiojo. Vara, Monro, 890, fm 
Hakodate, General, despatched by M. r. M. S. S 

Oo. 

Oct. 23, Brit. atr. Malacca, Beaton, 1.707, for Hong 
kong Tia Nagasaki, Mail* and General, despatched 
by P.tO Co. 

Oot. S3, Brit, ehip Vupat*, Karen, 1,039, for Kobe 
General, das patched by C. Illie* A> Co. 

M^anrUen^ 

Oot. 26, Jan. barq. renoeaaaa-ifaru, aVAalrend. 
1,184, for Nagasaki, Ballaat, despatched by M. B 
M S. S. Oo. 

Oct. 25, Jap. elr. r»ko*.iVoir%i, Hogg, 1,0 t2, for Kobe 
Maila and Genera', deapetehed by H. B. M. S. 8. 
Co* 

Oot *6. Jap. atr. Tomanro-Jfom, Cerrew, 558, for 
BakodetoV Mails and General , deepatched by M. 

Oot'»|j^P »»^ dtitrafkinwlforu, Frabm, 1,761, 
for Hakodate, Mail* and General, despatched by 
X. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Oct. 16, Am. .hip foaoy, Bray, 1,190 for Manila. 



un. so, »«. , ■ » ' . • ■ 

BaJlaat, deepatched by C. * J. i reding Lo. 
Oo.. 86. Has. «tr. tVmrirr, Cooper 4»., lor 

See wood and Fore, despatched by Wnlub, Hall k 

Oct. 17, Jap. Itr. ToKe-Maru. Swain. 2.119, foi 
ahangbai and porta, Maila and General, despatch- 

i Tia Kobe. 



PA8SBN0ERS. 

Par Jap atr. Smiia-Maru for Hongkong ri 
Kobe — Dr and Mra. Kermol Mr. and Mrs. Kode 
wald and two ohildren. Messrs. C. Hunt Steward. 
,-»le. btroino, Jaudoo and 4 Japanese in cabin 

Par Brit etr. Malacca from Hongkong ti» 
-Mr. A. Tillie and O. H.rriaoo in oabi... 

I'er Frob. atr. Tolca Tor Hongkong Mr md Mra. 
(Juliok.ud 1 infant. M«»r.. A. M. D^a. ,bea, J. 
mSL Sard and M. Booneae in oahw. 

Per Jap nr. Jiiuyo-Muru, from lllogf and Ualo- 
dato!— I Kuropenu and 50 Japanese in 

Per Brit- »tr. 0«"»vc tram Hongkong: — Mr. Coaa. 
Vou Bata.nd V) i * Leigh in cabin. » 1 Chinwnan h> 
■tMtranw. For Bau Franciaoo: Mr. and Mra. A. 
Hnter g » children and .errant, M«ara. T. Auatin. 
0 B. Van niUart and aorrant and * 
ui cabin 1 108 Chineao in .Uerage. 



Per Jap atr. Knkimcnft-Uaru from Hakwlat« : — 
Mr. und Mr*. Kua 'en and 5 Jnpanoao in oabin i 30 
Japaneae in ateemgn. 

l or Jap. air. Tokai-Maru, from Kobe : — 2111, Japa. 
ueae in ateerag*. 

P«-r Jai>. atr Tittio-Vnru, fnun Slvini{li»l and 
porta : — Mr. and Mm. Brwdno. Messra L. Oalbrallh, 
K. -lamieii. C. J. Strome. B, Smith, H- D. Sinclair, 
K. H. Hnntor, Lieor. l>rnry, and 1ft 
cabin ; I Koropam, 2 Chioaao, and 3 
Ht»!«mgo. 

Var Jap. atr. //umhiiian Maru, for Shanghiii and 
port* : — Mr. and Mra. Danron. H. Sylra. Mra. Vnlan- 
tine and ohild. Mra Farmer and child, Miei Van 
Huicu, General T. B. Van Buren, D. S. Couanl 
(lenernl, Heueral Lo Geudre, Dr. l^itliam, Ur. l>. U 
(Inlkk. Meaara. A. Mitchell. Lynll, Pari !«<>□, Sam,- 
dern, H. Mayer, and 4 Japa>ie*o in cahin 

Per Frch #tr, Tanait, from Hongkong : — Mr. and 
Mra. Agathe, A. Anaataaie. and 1 Chine** in cabin 
Kiom Maraeilloa : Dr J. It. Janann, Mrnura. Kuaaka 
an J aorTanl, S.iounji. Mawukichi. Stviro Horai. Hnra- 
iynobi. Kiugo Nan.bn, Takoo Kikauhi, Fouronilai. 
and Nicimuurn, Herd. Father Ligm-ul. and Mr. 
Do ..erque in cabin. From Singapor- : Mr Pietro 
Saoooni in c«liu. 

Pei' Brit. atr. Oceanic for San Franciaoo :— Hon 
lion. V. 8eward, wife, children and maid. A 
Hubert, nil'e, 3 cliil hen and maid, Mm. A. Made. 
Iieini, Meaara. G. Bouinrr, John Duncan, Henry 
Grei-y. II. J. Sinclair, A. Tillie, A. llla*3o, 0 Anatin, 
A Joai-phu, H. A. Mnrati. Oriiatein, L Di.»ri!lc. J 
li-in laon, L. Heidonbnrg, and Ibibt. Smith in cabin ; 
9 Eoropeaua in ateerage. For t.irerpool : Miaa G «• 
hie, Meaara. K. Gamiuan, C. E. Van Siitart, li. 
-S. Marah. and Ilcllamy in cabin. For Queenatowu : 
Mr, and Mra. B-_ E. Brudun in cabin. For Parn j 
Mr. Jutinlet in cabin. 

Per Biit. atr. Heiccie. from San Franciaoo Mr. 
and Mra. Geo. T. Smith, t'apt. -nd Mia. Aahum, 
Mra. 8. D. llepbaru. Mil. Poniard, iloaara. Carl 
Faltoa. Richuid raltoa, (J. B Bryan. G. Datlarl. and 
CO Page-, in cahin j 2 Kampean in ateern *. For 
li. gkimg —3 Knroprona and 991 Chineae in ateer. 
ago. 

Per Brit. «tr. Jfa/a«a, for Hongkong ria Naga. 
.aki:— Meaara. 8. Webb. A. E. llmeUn- and aerraut, 
J. llukoru, M. R.iVuitbiro, V. Ut.ro, W. Bramacn 
:ox, A. H. Hitoilo, and Cap. Barton in cnbin ; 13 
t'hineau in atrt*rapv». 

Per Ruaa. atr. 
pcan. in cabin 

Per Ji«p. atr. Iftuaktu-Mara, from Kobe: — 180 
Japanese in tleerage 

Per Jap. nr. TVJtto-Marti, for shangliai and porta : 
—Mr. and Mie. G. F. Smith, Mr. and Mra. Lawia 
and two children, Mia* Croaby, Meaara. Mawbood, 
G B. Bryan, Pagat, A. H. C. Haaelw,<Kl. H. Hunter, 
B. II. llantor, DaUan, R. B. Cntbbert.oo. Baher, 



Arrirei in 



Winott, Talliea, Cber. de Baleatawak, and 10 Japa* 
naac in cabin. 

Per Jap. atr. i>ttfa4a.Va*w from Hongkong and 
Kobe: — Meaara. C. Wiguina. G. (iorfaam, Rod luff. 
Pitcbonqnio and 4 Japanese in cabin j 1 European, 1 
Chinese and 1 19 Japansaw in steerage. 

Par Jap. .tr. TaJkasaao- .Vara, from Sbangbui and 
porta : — Mr. and Mr.. Wetmure, Mrs. Pernot and 
family, Mrs. Irwin, Miss Irwin, Mi-s Emory, Miaa 
Teinpleton, ifraara. Kleiuwort, Morton, lloimera, 
Lnrnenticff, Ci. Vacboeff, Irwin and serTsnt, and 16 
Japanese iu cabin : 11 Chinese and 173 Japauoeo 



REPORTS. 

The British steamer Malacca reports : — lyoft Kolx> 
at 4 p.m. on 15th inauint. Experienced N.K. wtnda 
with due weather 



Rsporienoed first part 
freah N.K winds, with fine weather. 
Yokohama at I l.s p.m. on too 17th. 

The British ataanuir Oeeaaue roporta : — Laft Hons- 
V..ng Oct. lit;., at 3.45p.m , 4.30p.m. paasod .Virata 
Maru bonnd in : to Breakor Point light N. Ki«terly 
wind j Bn-nker Point to p-\at north end of Formosa, 
freah N. B. gale and high sea ; thenoe to port mo. 
<k>>ato and strong S. B. winds with oraroast sky. 
Oot. 16th, Lat 31.15 bong 133 E. spoke American 
barque ^ao. .1/ Clark of (bwirn, Ms, b mod to Hnoo- 
lula ; wiahed to ba roportod all well. Arrirod at 
Vokohama Oct. 18th, at 12.30 a.m. 

Th« Japanean atoampr Kohmaye-Maru, reports ; — 
Left Hakodate at 9.45 p.m. on the lath Oou Kx- 
|<erienced K. wiuda aod Una weather to Noabima : 
thence to port N.K. winda, fresh with cloudy west 
tbnr A Hired in Vokohama at 9. 10 am. on the 18th 
The Japanese bark TatAat Maru reports : — I*?ft 
Nafasaki on Monday, 27th Sept., at 3 a.m. ; mo- 
dorato north wind and fine weather; passed Satono 
Miaaki Strait Uie following day at 10 p.m., wind 8 
E. and cloudy w«e>l hor ; experienced the earns mo- 
derate weather up to Saturday, 2n<l Oct«b.ir ; when 
the wind increased to a freah gale from the N.E. 
with rain and a heary S.E. (well. Bar. 29 80 at 
noon, Sunday, 3rd Oct., wind at N.B and increas- 
ing to a freah gale with heary rains and a high 
confused 4en. Barometer 29.20, vessel on tho 
port tack under lower topsails and close reefed 
miscn: gale increasing to a hurricane with a 
deluge of rain ; clewed up the tonsails which were 
blown to piece* immediately. At this time the 
reasel was Stmok by a hoary sea. ahifting th* 
cargo orer to starboard and throwing her on her 
beam ends; the font and main masts were then cut 
away carrying with them the mixen topmast, the 
jibboom had been prerioaaly carried away. After 
this ; the Teasel partially recorertid, and a kedge 
anchor and 80 fathoms hawser were paid orer the 
port bow, which assisted to keep her heal to the 
sea. At 6 p.m., wind reering to the N.N.W. weather 
clearing Bar. 28. GO 

Hand* were sent to trim cargo orer to port and 
gradually the ship righted, and the weather mo- 
derated ; and on tho 5th a jury mast was rigged 
forward and a squommil sot and the ship made 
her way towards Oosimn under two tops, a^ujircsauL 
mixen staysail and spanker, arriring on tbe 11th 
she anchored until the 15th, when the 
jo Mou-u took her in tow and towed her to 
Vokohama where she arrived on the 17lh of October, 
at 3 p.m. No lire* were lost nor was any cargo 
damaged by tbe accident. 

The Japanese steamer Toluii. .Vara, report* : — 
I .eft Kobe at p.m. on the 18th Oct. Rxperienoed 
rariable winds and Sue weather to Rock Island. 
Hence <o port freah S.ft winds, with 
Anirad in Yokohama at 7.80 a.m. on tbe 
Passage SB boars. 

The British steamer Btlgic reports : — Bailed from 
San Francisco October 2nd at 3 p.m. Euoouutered 
atroiig ratiabUi winda'to lsoth meridian, trhioh she 
crossed in latitude 41 4° N.; thonco to port moderate 
gales and fair winds. In latitude 4o° 4N' N. longitude 
137' 27' W. paaaed a barque atanding to the salt- 
ward. Arrirod at Vukuhuma Oot. .2nd at 8. US a.tn 
Time 19 days 7 min. 

Tbe British clipper hark ffrns report*: — At. 
rired at the outer anchorago lost evening, 125 
days from London. Capt. Green reports the 
following:-On October 8th in Lat 29.27^ N. Long 
131.30° E oil Tanagama fell in with and boarded 



at 0.30 a.m. on the 17th 

The Japanese steamer f/ieyo-Jfara, reports:— 
Loft Nilgai n on Tuesday 12th (nl.oh*r at 5 p.m. 
Experienced moderate and fine wi'at winda to 
Hakodate. Arrired at 5 p.m. on the Mth. Left 
Hftkolale at 10 p.m cm Thursday 1.1th. Light 
rariable air orercoat weather snrnoth a.-a. Arrired 
Yokohama at 4 a.m. oo lh* 17th. Passage 4* 
boar*. 

Tho Jap. sir. JVarm/o-Maru, from Kobe :— Urt 
Kobs 7.3" pm. Arrivod at O-inima nl B-'-H a.m. 
an tbe 15lh uiado fast to Co.'a baiq'.ie 7"ji'.<i'->fara 
left 5.20 p m Experienced light N. and U K winda 
with cloudy weather tbroughoct. Arrired in Yoko- 
hama at 3.40 p m. oo tbe 17th. JPast Co/s barqos 




the British ship C'iiaraam from Hongkong bound to 
San Francisco with a full general cargo, hanng left 
that port Sept. 4th. Oct. 1st the Ctlarnum experienc. 
ed the full force of a terrific typhoon during which 
ship went on her beam ends and to right her all 
her mast* weru cut awny, with the exception of th* 
foro and mixen lowvrmasta, cabin completely gut- 
ted, all boot* lost and smashed, medicine cheat 
lost, decks atoro In. on* man wa* drowned 
aud the steward got killed in the cabin by f finks, 
etc., getting adrift: after the typhoon hod subsided; 
two feet a half of water were found in the hold 
when Captain Green left her she was under jury 
aUty.suila bonnd for Yokohama. At captain's request 
lent him a I tout and took from him a wounded sea- 
man and brought him on in the ahip to Yokohama, 
to be .-onreyed to hospital. The ca] 
most eameally to be reported. 

P S.— When ship was spoken alio \ 
tight in hull. 

The Japanese steamer A*i shiu-Mora, reporb*:— 
Left Kobe on October 24tn. Eiperienoed N. W, 
winds witli fine weatlior und clear skr to Ouisianki. 
Henoe to port E nod S.E. winds with much thunder 
and rain. Arrirod in Yokohama at d a.m. ou the 
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Showing Duties payable, Prices realized. Quotations, and Estimated Sales of floods in Yokohama, for the period 01 14 dajs from 

15th October. 1880. to the 29th October. 1880. inclusive. 



IMPORTS. 
The operations of the government previously described havo lod to almost complete suspension of the import trade. The evident desire of the 
Japanese government Is to absorb the entire export trade in order that the specie proceeds may be applied to their urgent necessities. Bice has long 
been a government monopoly, and now tea, and silk are to be appropriated. The consequences will be fatal to imports, unless some measures aro 
adopted to pat an end to this unwarrantable invasion of trade rights conferred upon foreign residents by treaties, the stipulations of which are openly 
violated by the imperial government of Japan. 

COTTON.— Yarji. Sales reported reach 105 bales against 811 for the preceding period ; making a total of 52,230 1 
as follows ;-lG-34i 80,600 bales; 28-32 18,607 bales j 38-42 i 1381 bales; Doubled. 4c ; 1.030 balos; luxflndian, 6,243 bales. 
WOOLLENS —Inanimate. 
METALS.— No business. 
SUOAK—No 

I in onr last issue j and salea have 1 



133 lbs. = 1 PicuJ. 



100 Dollars 



.811 



COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American, 40 yds. 80 in. 14 lbs. ... 
Prints, assorted, 24 „ 80 „ 

i (cotton) 

j, 38» yds. 39 in. 7 lbs, ... 
,, i, 38f ,, 30 u 84, „ ... 
,, M 381 », 45 „ 9 „ ... 
Cloth, 82 in. « lbs 

irkey Beds, 24 yds. 80 in. 2 'ibs. 

», ,• 24 „ 30 w 2r ,, 

., 24 „ SO ., 2} ,. 

24 „ 30 „ — @ 8 lbs. 

k) 35 22 ,» ... 

12 *» 42 a. ... ... 



12 „ 43 ,. ... 
COT10N YABN. 



12 

„ 16 (g .24 
» » 32 
„ 88 « 42 
„ 82 doubled 
., 48 „ 
» CO ,. 
Indian, No. 8/10 
„ ,. 12 

: :S 



WOOLLENS AND MIXTUBES. 

, 40 yds. 82 in 

, assorted, 7 lbs 

w ,, 6 lbs. ... ... ... 

»t .. 5 lbs. ... ... ... 

Camlet Cords, 80 yds. 32 in. 

Cloth, all wool, 64 <g 04 „ 

„ Pilots. 64 G 64 „ 

„ Prosidents, 64 g 64 

„ Union, 64 (f 66 „ 

Italian Cloth, 82 in 

Lustres and Orleans (figured), 30 yds. 31 in. 
., „ „ (plain), 40 @ 42 yds. 82 
i de Laine (plain A Btripcs), 24 yds. 
(figured) 



in. . 
81 in.. 



White, Jiinnah, 
,, Khinpah, 
u Kok fah, 

„ Kungfun, 
„ Qnihpoh, 
, Formosa, 



No. 



8UGAB. 

1 

2 ... ., 

• ... 
4 ... 

* 



bankets 



METALS Ac 



on. Flat and Bound 

„ Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) 
.. Pi* 



Kg 
Quicksilver 
Steel, Swedish 
Tin Plate* 
Kerosene Oil . 
Baw Cotton 



OS 

MEXICAN DOI.I.AM. 



0.0241 V 10 yd*. 
0.0241 



O.OfiM 
[1.0281 
0.0281 
0.0321 



DUTY PAID. 



AT 

rales II * vi nr.ru 

MADS. 



2-25- 



■ V pc 



0.0241 
0.0241 
0.0241 
0.0241 
0.0643 



$2l«.60 ■ 



1.0077 V picul. 



0. 00C6 V 10 yds. 

1. G077 V picul. 
10077 ., „ 
1.6077 „ „ 

0.0066 ? 10 yds. 

P.tllJ under S3 In. to< 
' 0.401* omdliiHIs 
| Is width ¥ 10 Jds. 

0.0965 V 10 yds. 
0OW5 „ „ 
.0.0066 „ „ 



1.70 
1.87, 

2.22 

1.60 



ft 2.08 
<§ 2.00 



1.65 « 1.75 



7.90 




8.25 ., 



■TPCL 



81.00 g 3L76 



0.48i- 



V pc 
fib. 



am 



0.8216 -ppicuL 
0.1286 „ „ 



0.0965 ^ picul. 
0.0965 „ „ 
0.0482 „ „ 
0.2672 „ „ 
1.9292 M „ 
0.1980 „ „ 
0.2251 V 120 lbs. 
5 ",' 0 ad valorem. 
0.4019 * picul. 



17.40 @ 7.80 

6.90 (Sf 7.10 

6.40 ® 6.60 

6.80 fi 0.20 

6.00 3 5.80 

4.00 (ft 4.10 

0 « 8 



-fPcl. 



-y box 
-VpolJ 




24.50- 

26.00 

26.50 <g 28.00 
30.00 



LT11CATXD HAXBS. 



» g 8 



$7 00 

0.48 
0.46 



IS.S0 
0.40 
0.40 



4.00 
0.80 
O.30 
0.60 
0.36 
0.25 
4.00 
5.50 
0.16» 



5.00 

1.60 

0.60 

0.70 

0.60 

0.40 

4.75 

6.70 

0.19J 

0.40 



$2.70 (a $3.10 

2.65 (a) 3.40 

1.40 g 1.60 

6.80 @ 6.00 



8.80 (ft 4.66 
6.80 « 6.90 
1.96 (8 t.O0 
9.50 « 16.60 




pieces. 



030 



60 



n 



15 



] 



Stock 11,000 piculs. 
8tock 70,000 piculs. 



Stock 600,000 cases. 
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During the first ten day. of the past 
of Hanks were purchased. Since then unfavourable telegrams hare boon received both from 
done. 

PrioM hare been steady, bat at the closo holders appear willing to accept rather lower rates, especially 
Since the departure of the American mail on the 20th instant, nothing has been done for that market, 
its for the fortnight are about 1,000 bales j stock of all kinds is estimated at 6,500 bales. 



kizroBT iob Season. 



France and Italy 



1879-80. 
1.908 Bales. 
»,23* „ 
1.119 .. 



1880-81. 
1.134 Bales. 
1.675 „ 
*US9 ,. 

4,998 Bales. 



6,266 Bales. 

TEA. — The adverse advices generally received from the United States markets havo caused most buyers to retire bom operations, settlements 
date of last mail issue amounting in all to about 10,000 piculs, of which, however, some 6,000 piculs have been shipped, apparently, by some 
tradin^rompeny more or leas connected with government officials. 

To comment on the unsound commercial principles of such action is useless repetition; the parties interested have been frequently warned in 
our columns of the mischief ensuing on so marked a deviation from the general principals of loniinureo throughout the world, and will have to learn 
the bitter lessons of experience before they can appreciate the fullness of their folly in the present instance. 

The Japanese producer hero receives within a short time after be can offer his products on this market, a full «os» price for his goods, no risk of 
bad debts or the money casualities which those trading with distant countries havo to submit to. In face of this a paternal government step in and 



either for the sake of the squeezes which the department managing the business can make, or for some very obscure reasoning on the part 
of the promoter of the scheme, a shipment is made to at present an over glutted market of a large amount of common trash, the arrival of which must 
necessarily further depress the price of Japan goods and the result will be disastrous to producers of Tea next soason Already wo notice in the columns 
of a contemporary that the popularity of Japans in America is beginning to wane and with the suecidal policy of the present incompetent puppets in 



power, Japan Teas may follow the course of China green Teas 
account or careless and improper preparation. 

The shipment at present juncture of low good teas unda „ 
under Bank advances will probably require speedy realisation on arrival, 
buyers noxt season must protect themselves by either baying on a much lower 
to ship under the direction of the vampires, which have so successfully conducted rice 
much to their own advantage, but we can hardly say to that of this country. 

The /. P. But is adverti«*U on the berth as loading for Now York via 



Oolongs both of which Teas have lost favor with the Ai 



with the fact that they go forward as is currently reported 
moan low prices, and the result will be that foreign 
this season or allow tho 



DESCRIPTION. 



PRICES PER PICUL. 



SILK I— 

Msyebksbitlt ® 2 Hanks 

M • II 

» n 

„ 3 @H „ 
Kskedas ; Bled, to Best 
Filatures j Best to extra 
i tot 



TEA < — 

Common 

Good Common ... 

Medium 

Good Median* ... 
Fine ... 

FiDCett >•* 

Choice 



per picul. 



... ... 

... .♦• 



Ml tM 



$ COO to 610 

476 to 486 

445 to 460 

660 to 610 

610 to 680 

670 to 600 



$ 8 00 to 10.00 per picul. 

18.00 to 14.00 „ 

16.00 to 17.00 „ 

18.00 to 20.00 ,, 

11.00 to 23.00 „ 

26.00 to 27.00 „ 

89,00 to 84X0 ,» 



Awabi ... 

Beche-dc-mer 



Camphor 
China Boot 
Coals, 
Copper 

Cuttle Pish 

Call Note 

Ginseng ( 70 . 80 pea. per catty) 

(100. 120 „ ,. ) 



Bapeeeed Oil ... 

Bice 

Seaweed, Pino cut |_ 

„ Large green ... ... 

Sharks' Fins 

Sulphur ... ... ... 

Tobacco, Common ... ... ... 

Vegetable- wax see ••• • •• 

Who*. ... ... ... «. 



... u> 



$17.00 


to $40.00 per picul. 


28.00 


to 46.00 




41.00 
IB i)0 


to 42.00 


1 1 

tl 


4.10 


to 43,0 


■1 


47.0 


to 6.60 per ton. 


16-00 


to 19.00 per picul. 


12.50 


to 1360 


M 


8.76 


to 9.60 


M 


0.66 


to 0.76 per catty. 


0.42 


to 0.88 




19.00 


tn 2H.'"'! per picul. 


21.00 


to 33.00 


II 


6.90 


to 6.40 




A 60 


to 8.90 


I* 


2,10 


to 4.60 


H 


J.40 


to 2.60 


II 


28.00 


to 44.00 




0.90 


to 1.26 




6.00 


to 7.75 


•» 


16.00 


to 16.60 


M 


1.80 


to 2.05 


» 



Market 
In small supply. 



Quoted by the 



! 



A air number of Private 
notwithstanding which. 



EXCHANGE. 

at gradually dropping rates. The 
ed at the close of this c 



Paper, however. 



— Bank 4 months* sight 3s. 9d. 

do Bight 8s. 8*d. 

Credit* 6 months' eight 8s. 

4 do 8». 

4.71 

4.81 

—Bank Sight. a..... ......... 

Private. 10 days' tight — 7tf 



do. 

Pains.— Bank Sight 

„ Credits 6 months' sight 



Si.: 



On Hosgkohq.— Bank Sight 

„ „ Private. 10 days' sight. 

„ Saw Fbahoisoo — Bank, Sight 

„ „ Private 30 days' sight.... 

„ Nkw Tobk.— Bank, Sight 

Private 80 days' sight 




KinsatflD, 180 per 1100. No bnainew. QuoUtion official and untrtutworthy. 



Proyr\Hof§ t W« B* Xi 
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Hongkong 



BIRTHS. 

Not. 9th, at the Lighthouse Department, Ban' 
ten, the wife of Mr. Q. S. Craslbso*. Lighthouse 
Inspector, of a daughter. 

On 10th instant, at No. 211 Bluff, the wife of 
Mr. Paul Hxinixann, of a 



MARRIAGE 



At the British Legation, Tokio, on the 4th inst., 
by the Herd. W. B. Wright, Captain Joxw Stbbd- 
kan, of the M U.MSS, TntrvoA-ilant, to Elisabeth 
Cajuwkll. youngest daughter of tbo late Eobsbt 
Tskfletok, Esq., Merchant. Ardroasaa, Ayrshire, 
Scotland. 



SUMMARY. 

OUR lost summary was dated October 
30lh, for despatch to Europe per M.M. 
steamer M&oaUh, for Marseilles. The fol- 
lowing mails hare since boon received : — 

M. M. 8. Fol0e. Marseilles Sept. 19 and. Nor. 5 

P.M.S.S. tiiy of Tokio, Hong- 
kong, with London moil of... „ 24 „ » 0 
P. M. N S. Clite of Poking, Sao 



and the following havo been despatched : 
M. M. S. JfauokA, Marseilles 

P. Jk 0. S. 5fcnda, Hongkong .. 
P. M 8. 8 Ci(y o/ Tokio, San Fi 



..Oct. 19 „ 



10 



Ths 3rd instant was the birthday of his 
Majesty the Mikado. A grand review was 
held in Tokio at which hie Majesty was pre- 
sent. In the evening the minister for foreign 
affaire entertained the diplomatic corps at 
dinner, and later, in oonju notion with 
Madame Inouve, held a reception at the 
Enriokwan, whore many invited Japanese 
and foreign guests paid their respects to the 
foreign minister and his lady. In Yokohama, 
the ships in harbour were gaily dressed, and 
royal sal u tee wore fired at noon. The dis- 
tressed state of the coon try. and the gloom 
that bangs over an ordinarily cheerful peo- 
ple, deprived the proceedings of any enthu- 
siasm ; and a quiet flatness seemed the order 
of the day. 

Am imperial notification has been issued 
increasing taxation by folly ten per cent, on 
the ordinary income. 

Ik onr last issue the financial position was ro- 
moetprominentqnestionof the 



f erred t 
moment 
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per currency remains at a nomi- 
nal quotation of 175 to 180; and the difficulties 
which have ariseu in commerce are wholly un- 
relieved. From Tokio the news is vague and 
contradictory. The ministry seem equally 
divided upon the wisdom of a foreign loan ; 
one section holding to the belief that any in- 
crease of the nation's specie liabilities will be 
an error; and the other maintaining that 
there is no remedy for the seriously embar- 
positinn of the hoar bat monetary os- 
in the shape of a loan. Applica- 
tion is said to have been made through the 
U. S. minister, Mr. Bingham, to some Ameri- 
can capitalists ; and a few days ago it was 
reported that all preliminaries hex) been ar- 
ranged and a special emissary would leave 
for New York by the Oity of Tokio, which 
sailed on the 9th instant. Circumstances 
have, however, led to an interruption of the 
negotiations ; and it is now doubtful whether 
they will be carried on. 

Capitalists disposed to entertain the ap- 
plication of Japan for further loans, will do 
well to consider the efforts made at home to 
restore the value of piper corrency. To check 
depreciation and raise the currency to a rea- 
sonable valuo, government have offered to 
issue bonds repayable in annua] drawings 
within fifteen years, principal, and interest 
at 6 per cent, per annum, parable in spocie. 
Paper money is at 180 per 100 silver, con- 
sequently the terms of the new internal loan 
are 6 per cent, bonds issued at 55. The 
extent of subscriptions is unknown, but, as 
the effect of the purchase of bonds would be 
a diminution of currency in circulation, the 
ostensible object of the beads, an upward 



the bait bus not 



movement would bo imparted to 
and as currency exchange remains n 
steady we may infer that 
taken. 

Amotreb circumstance bearing upon the 
proposed loan, is that on July let last there 
was a sum of 51,000,000 yen held in reserve in 
the treasury. This reserve has always been 
said to bo kept for the express purpose of 
preventing depreciation of government paper 
aud other securities: and in Aeguat 1879, 
some foreign residents of Yokohama attended 
at the treasury when they were informed 
that 30,000,000 yen in gold and silver were 
in the coffers. Had any of this money 
been used for the redemption of paper, the 
reserve fund would have been proportionately 
decreased, which is not the case. 

Finally, the causes operating now in the 
prevention of the realisation of produce by 
the people, and their consequent acquisition 
of wealth, show ' no signs of being removed 
or modified. The commercial laws of Japan 
are fatal to any advance of real legitimate 
commerce, without which the country must 
become moro impoverished each year. Capi- 
talists will do well to examine into these 
things before embarking in a venture with 
which the Japaneee people themselves will 
spparently have nothing to do. 

A KOBE cheerful subject to which we turn 
with groat pleasure, is tbo glowing aoconnts 
that reach us with regard to the harvest. 
The rice crop of last year was said to bo one- 
fifth above the average ; and this is reported 
to be fully 20 per cent, in oxoess of last. In 
some districts the yield is said to be equiva- 
lent to 72 bushels (64 lbs.) per acre of rice 
lauds. 

The British ship Oilumwn, spoken dis- 
masted, and aboot whose safety some fears 
were expressed, arrived here on the 8th 
instant, one month after being spoken. The 
damage to both ship and cargo is said to be 
greet, and it is probable much of the 
H ill be sold horo. 

With the surplus of last year's 
still on hand, and probable surplus this year, 
there should be 40,000,000 piculs of rice 
available for export. But want of inland 
communication, the influencoe of official 
monopolists, and the exclusion of chartered 
foreign vessels from the unopened porta by 
unwise navigation laws whiob bind tbo people 
but aro disregarded by favoured monopolists, 
aro the causes which effectually prevent the 
realisation of this large quantity of produce. 
Sooner than amend the laws regulating trade, 
the government of Japan prefer to beg for 
foreign assistance, with a year's revenue 
lying untouched in the treasury, and surplus 
produce that could be realised for fully 
80,000,000 dollars. Comment is unnecee- 
eary. 
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JCrnding Articles. 



RICH AS A STAND A UD OF VALUE. 

IN tho Uiogv Netc* of 1 2l.li October we are 
takon to task for having, in one or 
more leading articles, discarded trio official 
rate of currency exchange, and substituted 
rioo for specie as (lie standard of comparative 
T&lae. To our contemporary tl.o Iwsi.s upon 
whicli wo rely appears unsound nnd the re- 
tail wholly delnsive, nnd it is said tbnt I he 

Xment wo lime used implies that the 
> of rice is constant, which is not tho 
esse ; that it is not dependent upon harvests, 
C&priccs of producers, proximity or remote- 
ness of markets, cost of conveyance, Ac. 
That the flootnn lions daring the year* 1671 
to 18/7 when sntsu were at par, havo to be 
accounted for; nnd, finally, that wo have, by 
declaring the transport of rice to he virtually 
■topped by tho freights of the MiUu Bishi 
Company, put lice out of court as a standard 
of comparison. 

Wo will at once inform our contemporary 
that thoso, and numerous other considerations 
not mentioned, were carefully considered be- 
fore any reliance wns placed upon the assump- 
tion that rice should justly bo taken as the 
standard of value iu Jaiuin ; nnd we will 
endeavour to reply leriilin to tho various 
points raised, though in doing so repetition of 
past arguments may be unavoidable. 

Tho uiogo K- wt does not disputo, though 
it evidently doubts, tho interference of the 
government with tho course of currency 
exchange. The excliange shosha in Yokohama 
is opened or cl<'srd by order of the finance 
department; and it is presided ovor by an 
official who sssrsses, or did so until recently, 
the rate of exchange tho shosha is to quote 
for the day. Knrly in April the rate for 
paper had declined to 161 to 162, when the 
shosha was cloxed by ordor, to be re-openod 
some days later with a quotation of 156 
gradually improving to 136 ; iu September a 
farther downward movement took place, and, 
notwithstanding tho arbitrary closure of the 
shosha on sevcinl occasions, mid tho presence 
of government officers to frighten speculators, 
declino has been steady until the present 
quotation is 180 without prospect of recovery. 
Daring tho period from April to September, 
when currency wns foreibly kept up to a cer- 
tain value, rice, and other staple commodities 
which official interference could not reach, 
underwent a steady and continuous rise in 
value. With an exchange of 162 in April, 
rice was quoted at yen 0.40 ; when currency 
was quoted 136 in September, rico was worth 
about 12 yon. With these facts before us, 
and the other equally important ono that 
beyond such silver as the government sold to 
sato their crodit during the period named, 
there were no sellers of specio at tho artificial 
rate, we may snfoly asanme that the exchange 
quotations of tho Yokohama shosha have been 
wholly fictitious and misleading. 

Cursorily mentioning that the practical ap- 
plication of tho theoretical reasoning to rico 
in Sendai was msde in substance by a Japan - 
oso rice farmer of that district, and not by us, 
we will pass to the causes of ordinary fluctua- 
tions in the price of rice and the extoot 
of thoso variations. During the so-called 
famine years of 1869 and 1870, the range of 
fluctuation wns from 5.80 in January 1869 
to 11.10 in October of that year; the mean of 
twenty-four months showing the value of 
rioe in years of scarcity to bo yen 8.91 per 
1871 and 1872 were good years, and 



in January 1873 rice stood at the 
point we havo any rooord of, nnmely, 3.40 
per koko, the highest prico being 5.60 in 
October. In this year, 1873, the land tax 
was increased from 20.000.000 yon in 1872 to 
60,000,000; 59.500.000 in 1874,and 68.000,000 
in 1875. Taxation upon agricultural produce, 
increased threefold, is alone sufficient to 
ticconnt in great measure for the higher 
prices which followed ; bnt in those years the 
internal state of the country was very un- 
settled, tho Saga rebellion and other distur- 
bances creating much nnxiety : 1874 also 
witnessed the Forruosan expedition, and all 
such events as surely affect the value of 
staple commodities ns they do consols or 
other nations) securities. The range of fluc- 
tuation in 1874-75 was from 4,50 in February 
to 7.70 iu July 1874; the mean of twenty- 
four months showing the value during that 
period to be 6.70. From 1876 tnl878 in- 
clusive, tho range was from 4.20, Novombrr 
187C, to 0 80 iu December 1878, tho pro- 
gressive rise being chiefly attributable to tho 
Sntsnma insurrection, tempered in its effects 
by good crops of all cereals. It was towards 
the close of 1878 that the notes of the 
national banks were circulated in quantities, 
over 30,000,000 yen having been disbursed 
by those institutions in a few days in tho ac- 
quisition of government bonds, which the gov- 
ernment, hsd, by notification, thou made sale- 
able; and from that period tho over issuo of 
paper bi came apparent in tho enhanced prices 
of commodities. Thus, tho ran^o of fluctuation 
of rice in 1879-80 was from 6.80 in January 
1879, to 12.60 in September; tho menu of 
twenty-four quotations for that period giv- 
ing 8.88 against 8.91 in the famine period, 
1869-1870. 

If the harvests of 1878 or 1879 had been de- 
ficient, wo should have encountered a confus- 
ing element ; but that of 1878 was about two 
per cent, above the average, and that of 1879 
nearly twenty-three per cent, in excess. The 
harvest of 1879 has been calculated from esti- 
mates of the yield of each province published 
in the Chiugxi Bukka Simpo, which journal 
takes the number 5680 to represent the total 
annual average crop ; the yield of 1879 is 
represented by the number 6943, an excess 
of 22.23 per cent. ; and this percentage sp- 
pliod to 32,808,000 koku, which tho official 
list gives as the average annual rice crop, 
gives a surplus of 6,293,218 koku. Whatever 
the exact surplus may be, there is no doubt 
that there was a considerable extra yield, 
that large supplies of rice are still on hand, 
and that the prospects of this year's harvest 
are excellent. It is evident, therefore, that 
in a time of great plenty of no foreign 
demand, and whon speculation by time 
bargains is prohibited by government order, 
when food rises to rates whioh ruled paring 
a period of great scarcity, the cause is 
to bo sought, not in the appreciation from 
natural laws affecting the rise and fall of 
commodities, but in tho depreciation of the 
medium of exchange. The application of some 
rule of this sort is necessitated by the fact 
that the cost of production, as given by tho 
Tokio chamber of commorce, is only yon 2.45 
koku, a sum out of all proportion to the 



I 

selling price. 

Tho standard valuo of 5 yen per koku has 
been fixod upon by comparison of the rates 
given by the chamber of commerce, the 
finance minister, and a chart recently pub- 
lished by the £ei*ai Zcushi. In all these 
estimates, with the exception of the Erst 
which gives yen 4.52, fall consideration has 
boon given to the cost of carriage to the cities 



Tho estimate of the finance minister gives 
yen 5.42 for eight years, 1868-1875, including 
tho dearost periods, snd this ho declares to be 

" the averago of tho selling price of rice 
" in tho store-houses situate in Ataktua in 
" Tokio, which we havo also, as far as posj- 

" sible, compared for purposes of correction 
" with the rates obtaining in other places." 
Our standard of 5 yon must, therefore, be 
looked upon ss liberal in the o^trerae; for 
probably the mean valuo of rice does not 
exceed 4 yen. 

Attention has also boon paid to the en- 
hanced prices of other commodities, though 
these, for reasons that are obvious, are leas 
easily and much less accurately obtained. It 
was a fundamental part of the argument to 
ascertain that the exchangeable or barter 
valuo of rico for other commodities had not 
increased in equal ratio with currency, for 
if that had been tho cuso rico alone would 
havo risen in price, nnd the basis of the 
argument would have been destroyed. All 
other commodities nro dearer, as will be pre- 
sently shown. 

From tho earliest ages rico has been con- 
sidered tho only standard of value in Japan. 
Until recently all taxes were paid in rice; 
and the extent of all transactions measured 
by their probable cost in, or expenditure of 
rice. Full details of this will be found in a 
rice report written by Mr. MoOWSBT, and 
published in tho Japan Gazettk in January 
1879. 

Our contemporary will thus perceive that 
all the oonsidoralinns it alludes to have been 
woighed ; and if wo have treated rico as 
varying directly with salsa, it has been more 
for the purpose of simplifying tho argument 
than with the intention of asserting the 
absolute non-existence, at tho present time, of 
the causes which give riso to fluctuations in 
grain, such as speculation. Ac., which always 
operate in somo degree. But wo maintain un- 
hesitatingly that rico has increased in price 
consequent upon tho decrease in the value of 
currency — cause and effect; and not that nee 
has risen to its present figure from scarcity, 
speculative operations, or any other cause to 
whicli full consideration has not been given. 

A few words with regard to tho high 
freights charged by the Mitsn Bishi Company 
virtually suspending transport, and we will 
then pass on to our final reply. The same 
facilities for transport, .internal and by water, 
exist now as existed years ago. The Mitsa 
Bishi Company offer no facilities whatever for 
tho transport of grain, for tho freight ohnrged 
is too heavy to bo borne, consequently much of 
the rice is left in stock in tho districts whore 
it was grown. If tho government steamship 
company would, as it certainly should do, 
carry upon cheap terms, a reduction in the 
price of rico ought to follow ; but so long 
ss the grain is subjected to tho ordinary 
costs of enrriago, or to the higher freights 
of tho Mitsu Bishi Company ; that is, if the 
I facilities for cheap carriage are not increased, 
j tho oanses which enhanced the value of rice 
at tho great centres of consumption hold 
equally good now as before the Mitsu Bishi 
Company was established. Plainly, consumers 
are no better off now than they wore fifteen 
years sgo, in respect of oost of enrriago of 
produce, the Mitsu Bishi Company to the 
contrary notwithstanding, so that all hope of 
lower prices from cheap conveyance are at 
an end. 

A late article in tho Hoehi Shinbun famishes 
some information of value in connection with 
the general increase, in the marketable value 
I of other commodities beside rice, and as oar 
I contemporary acknowledges that if ten or a 
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follow, we will 
Clio jfo&fn tii ^jiirt f 01* b#vfc 19 v^o i* wb * 
operative table of the ruling price of 
rice, and the mean prioe of rice, oil, salt, sugar 
beans, wheat, Ac, oollectively, 



April 



187?... 

» -•• 
1878... 

1&79... 



5.800 
6.80U 
6.850 
7.040 
8 300 
10.515 



2 

2.460 
4.000 
4.320 

C 080 



April 
October 
April 1880 

The prioe of sundries in April 1880, is not 
filled in, but in the interval, as barley bnd 
risen 85 per cent, and wheat 63 per cent., 
we may consider that a material rise had been 
established in the enumerated articles valued 
at Yen 6.08 six months before. Prohably 
oar contemporary will take tbe trouble to 
verify these figures. 

The great difficulty we have experienced 
has boon to arrive at the real average value 
of other commodities beside rice. No trust- 
worthy records have been kept, and we nre 
consequently quite unable to demonstrate 
the undoubted increase in marketable value 
in proportion to the difference between rice 
and currency. If 3 yen, an assumed price of 
the enumerated articles, is not unreasonable 
as an average value, there is a striking ratio 
of increase ; rice in April being quoted at 
10.51, and other commodities collectively at 
6.08 six months earlier, an increase of about 
100 per oent. in each. Bice naturally, from 
the position it holds in public estimation, is 
the first article affected by currency depre- 
ciation. Other things follow, but, like wages, 
rental, Ac., are slower in movement, though 
subsequently to rice they attain a maximum 
from which they recede with equal slowness 

We have now almost exhausted the space 
available for an article of this description. 
Our contemporary propounds tbe two follow- 
ng questions : — 

" 1st. — Is it a fact that variations in the 
prioe of rice in Japan are frequently due to 
causes other than fluctuations in the paper 
Currency, and may be wholly independent of 
tbe Utter t 

" 2nd. — If so does not this vitiate, oo initio, 
any attempt to 
any givon time 
at that time?" 

To the first wo answer, yes. But the 
evidence before us shows those fluctuations 
to be comparatively limited, arid to be due to 
causes capablo of explanation. Had the 
range of fluctuation last year and this not 
exoeeded say 3 yon, that is from 4.50 lowest 
to 7.50 highest, wo should havo ascribed 
such changes to ordinary causoa only, and 
had paper money declined to a point in excess 
of the proportionate market value of rice, we 
should have regarded tho quotation as ficti- 
tious, but from tbe opposite point of view 
with which we looked at rice at 10 to 12 
yen per koku and currency at 186. 

The second question is Hepondent npon the 
first to some extent, and requires no special 



we have dealt with 
in tho only proper manner 
by ascribing its nominally oxtravagant value 
to tbe decline in purchasing power of psper 
currency. 

The allusion of the Uiogo New* to similar 
I arguments based npon tbe price of cotton in 
Lancashire in 1862-63, and of bread-stuffs 
in Southern Bengal in 1877-78, is an intro- 
duction of utterly irrelevant matter. In 
both cases tbe commodities referred to were, 
in the main, imports, and the currency of 
both countries was specie, which formed then, 
as it forma under all circumstances, tho true 
standard. It is an attempted comparison of 
dissimi] are. In Japan rice is money, not 
imported, but in the possession of the people, 
and forming in itself an exportable commodity 
for which value may be obtained ; paper 
currency is not. Therein lies the difference. 
-Oct. 30. 



JAPANESE FINANCE: PAST AND 
PRESENT. 



striking example ( 
ed by the absolute 
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In conclusion, we point out that tho 
abnormal condition of rice, this year, refer- 
red to by our contemporary, arises from 
tho full crop of last season and tho splendid 
prospects of this. Its price, consequently, 
onght to be below the arxtra<j>\ innteml of which 
it it fall} one hundred and tiventy per cent. 



TTTE often Wit laughingly said that the 
V V government of Japan make a law in 
tho morning to be abrogated in the evening 
and reimpoaed on the following day, with such 
is may suggest 
legislators. A 
nfTord- 
of the 

financial policy adopted, apparently without 
hesitation, in 1876-77, when the national 
banks were founded to furnish the oountry 
with what it was then thought to require— an 
increased quantity of a circulating medium 
of exchange. The principle that inconverti- 
ble notes could be issued in too great num. 
bees; that the notes should be limited to 
exactly the number tbe publio would retain 
without sending in for payment if convertible, 
was either not understood, or its truth was 
ignored. The government had discovered 
how easy it was to obtain supplies by 
giving in return mere promises of pay- 
ment, and the temptation to continue this 
practice was irresistible. If a government, 
by the judicious use of inconvertible notes, 
could carry on large and profitable business 
operations, why shooldjnot the people do the 
same P This idea was put into shape and 
practice by the national bank regulations; 
and "money" at once became abundant. The 



laws whioh control metallio or paper 
currency could not, however, be violated with 
impunity. The notes of the national banks 
additions to a currency then in excess 
of the requirements of trade ; and every 
thousand yen added by the banks exerted 
its proportionate power of depreciating the 
issus. If a nation can use 100,000,000 
of notes as ths utmost sum required for trade 
purposes, it is obvious that if 150.000,000 
are issued, tbe surplus 50.000,000 will be re. 
turned to the issuer for conversion. If tbe 
notes are inconvertible, then a discount is 
established, and one yen and a half will only 
oerform tho duty that one yen would perform 
before the surplus issue was made. This pal- 
pable, and indeed elementary principle, was 
entirely disregarded when tho banks were 
permitted to i*«iio inconvertible notes ; but 
tho result cannot be ignored, and a complete 
reversal of the former policy is now an- 
nounced. The currency, winch was to be 
largely increased in 1878, is now to bo con. 
tracted as much as possible ; and both opera- 
will be at the expense of the 



These reflections arise naturally out of tbe 
notification of the 27th October 1880, a por- 
tion of which was translated and reproduced 
in our issue of 30th ultimo. 

The government, alarmed at the conse- 
quences of their finanotal policy, and ap- 
parently rosolved that the carrenoy mast be 
contracted at all cost, offer terms of redemp- 
tion so oxtravagant that, if they were real, 
and could bo carried out, the traders of Japan 
ought to withdraw from commerce and its 
risks, invest all their money in these specie 
bonds, live upon the profits, and quietly 
await the fulfilment of the engagements of 
the government. We will explain this more 
fully. The price of silror to-day is really 
what a seller chooses to demand for it ; but we 
shall not err in asserting that anv quantity of 
paper could be obtained at 175. 9571.43 
in silver at this figure would purchass one 
thousand yen, for which government 6 par 
cent, bonds redeemable within fifteen years 
in specie, value one thousand yen, will be 
issued. Granted, that tbe payment of these 
bonds is deferred to the fifteenth year, what 
return will tbe investor receive ? 15J per 
oent. annual interest and bonus is the start- 
ling reply. But tho payment of all bonds 
will not bo deferred until the last year, and 
tbe investor whose bonds sro drawn in tbe 
tenth year will reooivo a still greater 
annual per centage to recompense him for 
the return of his principal sum ; not leas 
than 18 per cent. In fine, assuming 
tbe repayment in twelve annual equal instal- 
ments, commencing three years after the 
advance, this new domestic loan will entail 
upon the government a charge for interest 
and bonus of 11.7 per cent, per annum, 
thonghout the whole period ; a rate that not 
ovon Ecuador, Venezuela, Bolivia, Honduras, 
or any of tbe defaulting South American 
republics have been called upon to pay 
for foreign advances. For the redemp- 
tion of 36,000,000 yen in enrrency, the 
government propose to pay, within fifteen 
years, a bonus on its present value 
of 15,428,600 silver yen, and 20,620,000 
in interest. Let us contrast this result with 
tho cost of a foreign loan of twenty million 
dollars at 6 per cent, per annum. 1 his sum 
of money would, judiciously used, redeem 
35,000,000 kinsaUu ; and its repayment 
within fifteen years, in instalments at follow, 
namely, six of one million and a half, fivo of 
two millions, and one of one million dollars, 
wonld entail a charge for interest of 
1 1,610,000 silver yon only; or a saving to 
the country, compared to the method actually 
proposed to be put in execution, of not loss 
than 24 438,600 yen ! 

Our native contemj 
a foreign loan as tin 

method of correcting tho value of the cur- 
rency, will do'well to weigh tho figures here 
given and to test their accuracy, before com- 
monding the latest scheme put forward by the 
government as a preferable messnro to for- 
eign assistance. 

JiThe respective cost of domestic advances 
of psper against government specie, 
and of a foreign loan, having been 
tained, the merits of each may bo examined. 
The former offers too many advantages : the 
inducements aro almost as great as those 
heralded forth in a lottery prospectus : there is 
an unmiKtakalili- air of impracticability ab»nt 
it, of the kind which pervaded the schomo for 
the total redemption of all the nation's debts 
in twenty -eight years, or that which still 
surrounds the mysterious fund styled " Re- 
People understand these conditions. 



iraries who denounce 
most objectionable 
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[ decline to be doped 
like the surplus eottffli shown 



with » bait which, 
swn to Mr. Bsi 
M.P., will not bear examination.* The 
object of those who drew up the conditions 
under which specie bonds are to be issued at 
par for currency, is dufeatod by too much 
generosity. Snspicion is aroused, and the 
scheme will fail on that ground alone, though 
another aud more potent reason ezista why the 
people should prefer money to bonds They 
require money for business .purposes ; if 
they invest in non- negotiable bonds their 
capital will bo absorbed, and their trade 
limited in proportion. 

With twenty million silver dollars in haud, 
the government could redeem useless money 
with a real circulating medium : paper would 
be replaced with specio: credit would bo restor- 
ed ; and considerable impetus would be given 
to trade, to which alone the nation must look 
as the true and only means of restoring the 
finances. -Nov. 6. 



• At a farewell dinner given by the Japanese 
authorities to Mr. E. 3. Seed, JI.P, April 10th, 
1879, his excellency O-oome-here-I-gie-ye-oo-bu, 
kindly offered to show one more trick. Thin he 
called the Surplu, Souffit. It consisted in kii 
enclosing a number of accounts from different 
departmental offices, each showing a debit balance. 
in a tie box, lighting a spirit lamp under it, and, 
having added some well watered government 
stock, stirring tho wholo together briskly for a 
few minutes j when lo ! a beautiful structure of 
silver and gold tissue rose from tho chest, expand- 
ing every minute, and with " Surplus " upon it in 
glitt-irinp chnnu-ters. Great anxiety ww manifested 
to have this handed round and examined, but his 
excellency explained that it would not bear hand- 
ling except by experts, and accordingly delivered 
it to an attendant who carried it off for deposit in 
the Kcncho treasury. Mr Seed appeared to be 
much interested in this really clever trick, which, 
he said he should recommend for imitation to his 
friend 8ir 8tafford Norlbcote on his return to Eng. 
(Song and chorus — 'Oh yes, he's so awfully 
.April 1979. 



THE RESERVE FUND AND DRPRE- 
VIATIOS OF GOVERNMENT 
SECURITIES. 

ran article commenting upon the latent 
scheme for tho redemption of some 
portion of tho currency, wo referred to tho 
advantages offered by a foreign 
but to prevent any misapprehension of 
our meaning we will proceed to show why a 
foreign loan is wholly unnecessary while it 
is in the power of the minister of finance to 
put a stop, not only to the depreciation of the 
currency, but to the decline in value of all 
government securities, particularly capitalised 
pension bonds. 

The esti ma tes f or the fl nancial y ear 1 880- 81 , 
jost issued, show the snm held in reserve by 
the government to be 51,325,515 yen ; an 
increase of 4,226,682 on the preceding period 
of 1878-79. This large sum of money form- 
ing nearly 50 per cent, of the gross issue of 
government paper, and 35 per cout. of (lie 
aggregate issues of government end national 
bank paper, is available for the purposes to 
which it is proposed to apply the issue of 
C per cent, specie bonds in oxchango for kin- 
Hat mi ; nnd un»il this sum of ready money Ims 
been utilised, the people arc justified in asking 
why Iho government should burden them 
with a charge of 1 1 7 percent. per annum hy 
one scheme, or incur nil additional nmi 
distastcfnl national liability to foreign powers, 
by another. 

Tho reserve fund we have nlwnyB treated 
as the balance of the treasury's cash account ; 
and, for reasons sufficiently explained, held 
the surpluses referred to by the 




surplus 
in the • 
figures holding to 
'all will come right at last,' have point- 
ed out that the bases of our arguments 
are unsound, nnd that a reserve fund, pro- 
perly so called, is available whenovor the 
necessities of tho sis to shall justify its use. 
In support of their contention our opponents 
refer us to • report on the finances 
of this empire, published in our columns in 
November 1878, wherein this fund is dealt 
with at length, and the objects of its forma- 
tion, and maintenance at so high a figure, aro 
distinctly set forth. We aro free to confess 
that perusal of the report alluded to, tends to 
shake all belief in the accuracy of results 
gathered from figures applied to ordinary 
business affair* of the simplest character. 

The reserve fund is, according to the ex- 
finance minister, specially intended to meet 
extraordinary contingencies, and to prevent 
the depreciation of paper currency and other 
government securities. For tho latter pur- 
poses specie alone would l>o of value, ana we 
may safely assume, from the words of 
H. B. Okuma coupled with the reports 
of the gentlemen who assembled nt tho 
Oknrasho fifteen months ago, by invitation, 
to inspect the quantities of silver and gold 
specio and bullion in the possession of tho 
government, that some four-fiffhs of tho 
fund consists of precious metals. 

Any such conclusion as this is, however, 
widely at variance, not only with the corrected 
statement of accounts furnished by the ex-mi- 
nister of finance, but with the scheme put for- 
ward in the notification of Octobor 27th last, for 
tho redemption of currency by exchanging it 
for interest hearing bonds payable in specie : 
ret we have the authority of the ex-minister 
of finance for declaring the reserve fund to 
consist largely if not wholly of specio, and to 
bo available for those emergencies which have 
for bo mo months pressed heavily upon tbo 
nation. 

When Mr. Mounsit was engaged in the 
preparation of his report on the finances of 
Japan, his attention wan attracted by the re- 
serve fnni) and its increase. Any informa- 
tion he required appears to have been most 
courteously supplied by the ex-minister of 
finance and his officers, and Mr. Mochset 
very properly quotes that information to 
explain the meaning of this fond and its 
uses. Finding an increase of more than ten 
million yen in this fund in the year of tho 
Satsuraa insurrection, Mr. Mouksky asked 
how tho increase bad arisen, and why tliAt 
sum had not been applied to defray part of 
the expenses caused by the insurrection ? 
Mr. Mouhsbt's report continues :— 

"The minister of finance* has himself 
enabled me to answer these two questions. 
In regard to tho first. • . • With respect 
to the second question tho minister of finance 
hits tint expended these balances, because he 
considers it of great importance that the 
government should have a large and perma- 
nent reservo fund at their disposal. Japan, 
he says, is not a conntiy from which the gov- 
eminent can always count on obtaining 
money, either by loan or increased taxation, 
and its rulers must consequently bo pro- 
vided with other means of meeting sudden 
and extraordinary emergencies, such as the 
Inte Satsnma insurrection. BteuUs thie, 
larga reserve fu,nl it requisite to prevent the 
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depredation of paper currency and other jor. 
emment bonis. The great additions just 
made to both of these render the maintenance 
of tho fund at its present figure not only an 
absolute necessity for government, bat, also, 
he adds, an advantage to the people generally, 
and more especially to the large clow of 
persons whose means have been curtailed by 
the capitalisation of their pensions. It ap- 
pears that many of those who accepted the 
terms offered them by the voluntary capitali- 
sation soheme four years ago, considered it 
advantageous to raise money on their bonds 
for trading and other purposes. Purchasers 
were scarce, and many of the bonds were 
sold at as great a discount as 40, and even 
o0 per cent. The minister of finance fore- 
's that the same thing will happen, on a 
vast scale, to the holders of the new capi- 
talised pension bonds, and that the results 
will be widespread individual loss and dis- 
content unlets the government appear on the 
market at purchasers. 

" With tho aid of this reserve fund, he 
hopes to maintain the price of the bonds at 
a fair level, and thus benefit both their 
holders and the treasury. He seems, in 
short, to think that he will thus be able to 
give a price whioh will be welcome to those 
who are desirous of selling their bonds, and 
which will, at the same time, be remunera- 
tive to tho state." 

This information was communicated to 
Mr. MOUNSIT on or before January 1873, 
when the report was written ; and on Septem- 
ber 9th of that year the notification was 
published permitting holders to mortgage or 
sell pension bonds, and establishing rates of 
discount at which the government would take 
them over. Those passages in Mr. Momrair'g 
report wo have taken tho liberty of italicising, 
taken in conjunction with the tenor of the 
notification No. 25, Daijokwan, September 
1878, can have no other moaning than that, 
when tho depreciation of government cur- 
rency and securities reached a point injurious 
to the welfare of the people, the government 
were prepared to employ the reserve fund to 
counteract influences dangerous to their credit 
What other interpretation can we put upon 
the pasHages in question f When the ex- 
minister of finance declare* the main object 
of a large reservo fund to be the prevention 
of " depreciation of paper currency and gov- 
ernment bonds ;" and a subsequent notifica- 
tion signed by the prime minister declares 
the readiness of the government to purchase 
6 per cent, pension bonds at 27 per cent, 
discount, aro we not justified in inferring 
tho intention of the government to finally 
nocl thoir liability by withdrawing sur- 
plus paper, or bonds offered for sale, by 
ying in specie drawn from the 
reserve fund specially kept up for tbs 
purpose P Should we be justified, and ws 
ask this question in all earnestness, in as- 
suming the government capable of purchas- 
ing, from on unsuspecting but deluded 
people, interest bearing bonds in exchange 
for inconvertible and non-interest bearing 
paper? Such a supposition would be tan- 
tamount to charging the government with the 
commission of a crime, and with adding to 
the paper currency at a time when the con- 
sequences of over-issue wore being distinctly 
felt thronghont the country. Bad as the 
financial policy of Jft|mn undoubtedly is, we 
cannot suppose the government, or any por- 
tion thereof, privy to a scheme of spoliation 
so nefarious ; yet we are compelled to admit 
that the government have acquired a large 
quantity of bonds at the discount* ■pacified 
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1 they are offered 
at considerably lower price. 
I by government notification, 
and .till the finance minister make, no «ign 
of applying to the reserve fond tho purpo.e, 
hi. distinguished predecessor declared it to be 
specially intended for. Everything aaid to 
Mr. MorjmiT lead, to bnt one conclusion 
namely, that the ex-finance minister intended 
Mr. Modnsbt to believe, and so publish to 
the world, that the treasury obtained a large 
reserve in tpeeie for the purpose of prevent- 
ing any rerioua depreciation of the national 
credit. That reserre is larger now than it 
was then ; it hsa been declared to be a surplus 
of revenue over expenditure ; and yet we find, 
when depreciation of currency and securities 
is threatening the domeatio commerce of 
Japan with ruin, the " reserve fund " is pro. 
served iutact ; and, in place of applying it to 
its avowed purpose, a scheme for- the 
demption of currenoy by apecie bond, payable 
within fifteen years, at an expenditure equal 
to 11.7 percent, per annum for the whole 
period, is substituted. 

Unless Mr. Mounsst misunderstood the 
gist of the information given to him, the 
financial position now is inexplicable. One 
of these things is certain : — 1. If tbe reserve 
fund is in paper, the balance of enrrency in cir 
culation wonld be limited to a sum tbe nation 
could, six years ago, support and use at par ; 
and the ex-finance minister mnst have been 
misunderstood by Mr. MorjOTIT who reports 
him as having said the reserve was available 
for those purposes to which specie only could 
be applied. 2. If the reserve is in specie, it 
can be applied with infinite advantage to 
tbe nation in the redemption of some of that 
paper of which tbe reserve forma at least 
35 per oent. ; and if it should answer no other 
good purposes, than to lead to the with- 
drawal of the notification for redemption by 
means of bonds, of date October 27th, 1880, 
one great object of its formation will have 
been carried out, and the nation saved from 
' grave financial blunder.— Nov. 6. 



or money on hand, what justification ran the 
umeot urge for iocurriug fresh liabili- 
ties? 

We fear very much that all the evidence 
leads to one of two conclusions : — 1, That the 
fund is wholly in psper currency, and 
utterly worthless for tbe purposes for which 
reserve should be maintained : or, 2. that 
there is no reserve fund at all. In cither 
event the position is that the people have been 
deceived by the annual'declaration of a reserve 
fund exceeding 60,000,000 yen ; or Japan will 
go before the world as a borrower, while 
■early a full year's income is lyiug idle in the 
Nov. 8. 



THE BE SERVE FUND. 



THE contingencies so much dreaded by his 
excellency Okuma have arisen ; and paper 
money and government bonds have depreciated 
to a very low point, end are still falling. Ru- 
mours are daily gainiug strength of a proposed 
foreign loan ; and it is said that ono or more 
of tbe Sangi hnve daily interviews with Mr. 
Bingham, tho United States minister, with the 
object of ascertaining the terns and conditions 
upon which specie advances can be obtained 
from America. 

No nation, especially one in tho situation 
Japan undoubtedly occupies, is justified in 
incurring fresh foreign liabilities when an 
untuudied reservo fund of 51,000,000 yen lies 
idle in the treasury. The finance report dated 
August 30th Inst, declare* the ''actual amount" 
of the reserve fund to he 51,325.515 yen ; and 
this statement has been verified by the " Col- 
lego of Finance Auditors." Is it possible that 
in three or four months this large sum of 
money has disappeared ; or that it never 
but on paper T With such an amount 



IN dealing with the question of reserve we 
do not forget that a resident of Sokoharaa 
wished us to indorse, and give publicity to his 
belief, that on the 30th August 1879, the 
Okurasho contained 20,000,000 yen ; tho mint 
at Osaka 10,000,000 ; in all 30.000,000 yen iu 
coin, exclusive of government bullion in 
the interior. The assurances made to us 
that the treasury really contained, and had 
control over, these sums of money, were 
of the most positive character, but we 
hsd too much causo to question the trust- 
worthiness of an inspection of so large a sum 
of coin made during a short visit to the trea- 
sury vaults on the invitation of the then 
minister of finance. But our eoiitemporan, 
the Japan Mail, was less prudent. That 
journal premised that the entertainment was 
an act of unofflcial courtesy and ostensibly of n 
private nature, yet it was understood thnt the 
information acquired was for the public. " In 
» f.et, it can hardly bo doubted it was the ex- 
« press wish of the finance minister that the per- 
" sonal observations of hisguesls should be made 
'• public." The further comments ol the Mail 
are so important, were evidently written with 
an object, and bear so much upon the fluauciul 
position, that we reprint them here :— 

" Mr. Okuma had probably been informed 
that doubts had been expressed as to the 
amount of metallic reserve held by the Govern- 
ment in its treasury, and he therefore took 
the opportunity of tbe foreign community 
being present, in order to show tho actual 
existence of treasure in bis vaults. As art 
official act such a course wonld have been 
beneath the dignity of a government, and even 
iu a semi-official way it was unnecessary. If 
any excuse has existed for the uncertainty 
of tbe public as to the reserves of treasure held 
by the government, it has entirely rested upon 
tbe fact that the government itself has mado 
no explicit declaration ou the subject. Any 
such declaration would have commanded tho 
confidence of an official statomcut, and would 
have been accepted in even more ready a man- 
ner than tho figures which are now, semi- 
officially, mode public. These figures, which 
were given to Mr. Okums's guests as the 
reserves of bullion held by tbe government on 
the day of their visit, showod that in Tokio the 
treasury contained gold coio to tbe value of 
twelve million yen, silver coin to the extent of 
eight millions; whilst at Osaka a further sup- 
ply of coin and bullion existed to the amount 
of ton millions, in nddilion lo specie still at 
tho government mines in tho interior. Tito 
motallie reserve, therefore, held by the Finance 
Department on the 30th Angu*t wns, in round 
figures, of the value of thirty millions of yen. 
I Such a statement is highly satisfactory and will 
I command credence without the knowledge that 



several foreigners had the opportunity of see- 
ing some of the boxes iu which the treasure 
was packed." 

Tho figures given to Mr. Okuma's gussts, 
presumably by Mr. Okuma's orders, and 
certainly with his sanction, and under his 
authority, showed the government to hold, 
fourteen months ago, 30,000,000 yen in gold 
and silvor. The net export of specie to June 
30<h last, wns 8.453.000 yen, and that, say 
the government, was necessitated by the 
" balance of trade." With the exception, there- 
fore, or the specie used in redemption of small 
quantities ot currency, the treasury must still 
possess 24.000.000 yen in specie at least, for 
foreign loan instalments and sundry charges for 
legations, etc., have been counterbalanced by 
specie receipts from the customs. 

We hold it to be impossible that the govern- 
ment have redeemed more than six million yen 
of currency by use of the sjieeie reserves; 
and the lect remains that some of Mr. Okuma's 
guests, at his express wish, certified to the 
existence of twenty-four million yen more than 
can be accounted for, little more than ono year 
afterwards ! 

In dealing with this matter at the time, we 
arrived at the conclusion that tho weight of 
evidence was much sgainst the existence of 
a reserve fund larger than one-half the sum 
then staled ; and very heavily against the 
existence of thirty millions of specie in the 
treasury coffers: and we addod that tho 
most careful estimates made by persons 
competent to form sound opinions, fixed the 
utmost limit of uvailsble specie in government 
hands at six million three hundred thousand 
yon, a small portion of which belonged to one 
or more of the bnuke. 

It is painful in the extreme to suppose that 
the "figures given to Mr. Okuma's guests as 
the reserve of bullion held by the government 
on the day of their visit" were vast exaggera- 
tions ; but such a conclusion is justified by tho 
situation of the present moment, and its circum- 
stances. Plainly, if there were 30.000,000 yen 
in specie in August 1879, there should be 
24.000,000 now. For beyond their purchases 
of currency (which, by the way, must have 
been put again into circulation, for the reserve 
fund has been increased instead or diminished 
by the withdrawal) there has been no 
specie exported. exce|it by traders to defray 
the "balance nf trade," and that which the 
customs have provided for government needs. 
Beyond this, the troasury hits used no coin, all 
items ofcxpcndittire p-iynhle in the country it- 
self having been discharged in paper. — AW 8. 



INCREASED TAXATION. 

THE Daijo-kwan notification translated 
and published to-day, is a mooh more 
important matter than it may appear to the ca- 
sual obaorver. The proportion of local taxation 
leviablo waa recently limited to one-fifth of the 
ground rent ; or ground rent and local taxa- 
tion together were not to exceed 3 per cent, 
on tho assessed value of occupied land. The 
increase from one-fifth to one-third of the 
sum payable as ground rent for local gov- 
ernment purposes adda one - third per 
cent, to the assessments ; and the differ- 
ence is considerable. Tims, the est 



ground rent fur tlio cnirunt year is yen 

41,901, til ; and local guvci'iimvut taxation 
j ha. been limited to 8.260,288 yen, a sum 

now raised to 13,90?, 147 you, a difforenoe of 

5,7lM},Sv>9 yen. 

The transfer from the imperial exchequer 
1 to the charge of the local government., will . 
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remove about 8,000,000 yen from the expen- 
diture on state account; bat tbit i» insnf- 
fioient to account for a levy of taxation 
bringing in 5,706,000 yen. 

The necessity for economy is imperative ; 
bat so far no scheme of retrenchment has 
boon pat forward ; on the oontrary, taxation 
is materially increased at a time when the 
distress of tho country is extreme, and the 
•offerings of tho peoplo caused by doar food 
are paioful to oontomplate. 

Of what importance is tho distinction now 
made ? It is wholly immaterial to the tax 
payer whether the snms due from him are for 
the imperial or mnnicipal exchequer ; and to 
a great extant the increase of local gorern- 
mout taxation is equivalent, in all bnt the 
name, to a return to tho old rate of 3 per 
cent, land tax. 

The proamblo to the notiHcation sets forth 
that economy is a necessity, yet nothing is 
said, even hinted at, as an attempt to pacify 
tho people or reconcile them to the inevitable, 
about reducing the expenditure of tho great 
offices of state, legations and consulates 
abroad, and more especially of the enormous 
appropriation for the Colonisation Commis- 
sion. Thernilway works in Yozo too, are »nid 
to be still going on ; a wasteful project that 
ought, in these times of financial difficulty, 
to be suspended. 

Sympathising heartily with the embarrass- 
ments of the moment, we arts still compelled 
to regard tho increase of taxation, as a mea- 
sure foil of danger, and fraught with grave 
consequences. Every expedient is adopted 
to carry the natiou over its difficulties, though 
it is well known that each expedient is tem- 
porary, cotttly, and, in the end, injurious to 
the welfare of tho nation. In the meantime, 
trade, the only true means of restoring the 
country's credit and increasing the wealth of 
the people, remains barred with evory restric- 
tion, and a prey to officiiilly favoured mono- 
polists who doservo to be hold up to public 
hatred and execration. 

Nothing but an oarnoet dcairo to promote 
Japanese progress prompt these comments. 
There is far too much arti6ciivl pretence, and 
too little real onward movement to cause 
aught but grave apprehensions about the 
fa to re. Whnt the country roiilly requires is 
tho removal of all obstacles to the people's 
commerce. When this is done the position 
will qnickly change; we shall have muob more 
substance with much less show, and a people 
whose growing prosperity will enable them 
to bear increased taxation without murmar- 
ing.— Nov. 6. 



SPECIE BONDS FOR PAPER 
CURRENCY. 

A NOTIFICATION signed by his excel- 
lency Sakjo Sakxyoshi, diitcd October 
27, 1880. Ims been published, setting forth 
the regulations for the issuo of bonds in 
return for kinsatau. 

The substanoe of this notification is : — 

1. — Government bonds, repayable in gold 
or silver nt the option of the issuers, will be 
granted on application in exchange for kiu- 
saleu at par. 

2. — The amounts of the bonds will bo 50, 
1(KI and 500 you ; and the holders' uames will 
be registered. 

3. — Any person can procure these bonds 
except foreigners. 

4. — Kinsatau received for these bonds will 
bo destroyed at the Oknraslio iu accordance 
with the rule. 



a yeti, may 
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5. — The principal sum of the bonds will re- 
unpaid for three years ; hat within twelve 
years subsequently they will be redeemed by 
annual drawings in quantities convenient to 
the govornrnont. Interest nt the rate of six 
per cent, per annum will be paid twice 
yearly, in May and November, in specie. 

The notification contains several other 
clauses relating to form of application, 4o., 
Ac, of no consequence here. 

This is another of those abortive schemes 
for restoring the credit of government 
paper, so many of which have lately been 
tried; and bears npon its face sufficient 
cause for grave suspicion as to the bond 
fide of tho government. In the first place, 
the scale of depreciation of currency is so 
great, that not oven the most conscientious 
debtor would consent to issue bonds in 
excliunge at par repayable within fifteen 
rears. Bonds, value one thonsai 
be taken to illustrate the ratio 
the government propose to incur. An in- 
vestor can purchase 1,000 yon kinsatau to- 
day for *555.55. The bonds, ir drawn iu the 
third year, will return, in yold or tilver nvmsy, 
1,180 yen; equivalent to a profit or bonus of 
8t.<24.45, or 37.4 per cent, per annum on the 
original outlny. This is so excellent a return 
that the people should rush to take advan- 
tage of the notification ; bnt to do so those 
who do not hold kinsatau would be compelled 
to invest their specie in its purchase; and 
we have no hesitation in declaring, from 
our knowledge of the opinions of the people 
in regard to this undertaking, that not one 
can be fonnd to invest five or six hundred 
silver yen or even ono-half those sums in 
hard money for the glittering bait held out 
to them. 

Bsd as the financial situation now is, it 
will be much worse in three years, if it can 
drag on during the interval. There are no 
signs of financial reform ; on the contrary, 
the position ia daily made graver by acta of 
grant imprudence. What prospect, then, 
can be said to exist in three years timo of 
oven payment of interest, mnch less of prin- 
cipal, in s|ncie? What gnaranty do the go- 
vernment offer of their ability to carry out 
tho terms of their engagement ? The premium 
they offor would startlo the moBt profligate 
nud reckless borrower, with whom repayment 
is hut a possibility of the remote and inde- 
finite future. A specie loan may be relied 
upon ; but if so, it had far better be made now, 
as is proved by 
tions. A specie 

would enable the government to take up some 
35,000,000 of kinsatau, byjudciously conduct- 
ed operations for real value. Tho burden to the 
nation would bo about 1,200,000 dollars for 
interest, and as much as it could afford for 
amortization. Tho bond systom would in- 
volve the nation in a liability, three years 
hence, of twenty millions of silver yen, for 
the redemption of paper which only cost 
tho bond-holders some eleven millions 
of specie, the interest being the same, 
namely, 1,200.000 silver dollars, as in the 
previous cane. The distinction between the 
two operations is, that tbe bond system can 
only redeem twenty millions of paper, and tbe 
loan system about seventy-five per cent, 
more, tbe latter putting into actual circula- 
tion twenty million dollars, and the former 
eleven millions or lr»«, in proportion to the 
purchase of sittsu by investors or tbe invest- 
ment of satsu by holders who can do nothing 
else with money « Inch is practically worth- 
less. 

No man of business can believe in the 
inducements offered by this bond system. 
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contrasting the two opera- 
loan of 20,000,000 dollars 



Tbe government are really too kind ; bat, 
unfortunately, tbey have over-reached them- 
selves, for no honest person seriously intend- 
ing to redeem bis liabilities, would make so 
absurd and impracticable a proposal as that 
now put forward. Tbe whole proposition 
sparkles, not with gold and silver in three 
years' time, bat with impossibility of 
80. 



IN many notificstionirecently issued, c 
been takeu to exclude all foreigners ... 
participation iu the benefits the government of 
Jspau propose to confer upon the people. This 
exclusion is particularly noticeable in the rules 
for the redemption of paper currency by weans 
of an issue of 6 per cent, bonds redeemable in 
specie within 15 years, wherein it is stated 
that auy person, foreigners excepted, can 
purchase the bonds. 

Apsrt from the qaestionsble policy which 
excludes foreigners from participation in any- 
thing Japaneie. simply because it is Japanese, 
(trots injustice msy be done by the insertion 
of this restriction. In this case the object of 
exchanging bonds payable in specie for cur- 
rency at par, is a measure evidently intended 
to recompense those who have put their trust 
in kinsatsu, snd find them compsrslively 
valueless at the moment. 

There are many foreigners who bsve been 
weak enough to confide in the ability of the 
government to redeem their liabilities for paper, 
snd who have attributed the decline in market 
value to speculation or other artificial eaases. 
Somo of these deluded individuals have long 
held large quantities of satsu, in the hope thst 
the government in whom they trusted would 
succeed in restoring their credit sufficiently to 
justify the confidence reposed in their power of 
redemption of surplus currency. 

These persons, and others who have par- 
chased kinsstsu for specie, are bond fid* 
holders for value ; and those who still hold, 
stand to lose severely. To add to tbeir 
discomfiture, and to shake their faith ia 
the honourable intentions of the govern- 
ment in regard to their currency, the «a- 
fortunate foreign holder fiods that in tbe first 
muBsnre undertaken with a view to restore 
government credit they are expressly excluded 
from participation. It seems as though ths 
government consider foreigners fair victims to 
a rash belief iu tbe honour of the nation in 
the matter of its currency issue. Yon hare 
been blind enough to accept oar currency as 
money in payment for goods delivered. For 
such foolishness and misplaced confidence you 
will now suffer ; snd you may be assured that if 
we wore in a position to redeem all our paper 
money, we would not take up a single yen in 
your possession. Our honour is pledged to oar 
countrymen only ; and we see no disgrsce 
in dishonouring any promissory notes held by 
foreigners. 

When foreigners find oat that it is the 
tention of tbe government to exclude 

from sll participation in the benefits < 

from tbe restoration of national credit, tbey 
will look with grave doubt and sni ' 
the stuff called Japanese paper 
Nov. 4. 



IT may be part of the scheme concocted by 
certain membeis of the government to 
throw the odium of currency depreciation upon 
foreign trade, to continue the deception by 
excluding foreigners from participation in any 
heneflts »ri«ing from the restoration of public 
credit. * 
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let us examine the question briefly but cod- 
datively, end aeeertain whet influence foreign 
trade bee had upon the currency. The total 



had upon 

•am issued is Mid to be. inclusive of the na- 
tionel banks, 142,000,000 yen. If we adopt 
the principle of bare aaaertion upon which 
the ministers and native preae rely when they 
declare foreign trade to be advene to Japan, 
we may aay that the scale of depreciation ia 
conclusive evidence of a mneh larger issue, and 
that the note circulation ia not leaa than 
300,000,000 yen ; a sum wholly out of the 
power of Japan to redeem. All thia paper, 
whatever ita exsct amoont may be, has been 
issued by the government solely ; for every 
note they have had no equivalent in money, 
labour, or commodities; it it a debt incurred 
for value received by the issuers ; and not 
one paper yen baa been iasoed to supply the 
place of specie shipped away to meet the re- 
its of foreign trade, because no specie 



only true 
DM at the 



^miscellaneous Article*. 



always understood that the 
tive agent ia that whic 
Of the diaeaae; othei 

merely temporary relief. So long aa the 
cause of the diaeaae remains untouched, 
snccesaive remedial measures may be applied, 
but with less effect upon oacb occasion, until, 
finally, the remedy beoomM worse than the 

dlNMM.KV 

The finanoial position of Japan, stripped of 
all the obscurities in which it is sought to be 
enveloped, ia simply that of a debtor to the 
people for a large sum, without any assets to 
meet the engagement*., or any prospect of 
obtaining assets except by way of loan, the 
effects of which will, in a very short period, 
increase the difficulties. 

The liabilities of Japan annually payable ; n J "°?, od by Lieutenant Co 
in specie amount to at least 6,000.000 yen to 18/6-7, at the Arrattradero 
provide which the honour of the nation is I 1™* originally fl xc d opon 
pledged, and there is little doubt that overy 

the obliga- 



hns ever been shipped away for that purpose i effort will be made to carry out 
since Japsn has been opened to foreign inter- \ riona of the country. To provide even this 
course. Those great debtors, the government, ! email aum is now a work of difficulty, be- 
have issued paper with which specie has been , cause the sources from whence the govern- 
purchaaod unlil no more credit can bo given, inent have heretofore obtained specie are 



except on terms that even a Jewish money 
lender of the lowest claw would blush U> pro. 
pose. It is this specie which has been shipped 
away to provide for the expenditure of the 
government abroad. 

If the following propositions be carefully 
weighed, it will be obvious that foreign trsdo 
ia innocent of the charges brought against it. 
The true cause of depreciation is :— 

1.— Paper currency represents ths indebted- 
ness of the nation for the supplies it has cou- 



2. — The debtors aro iner 
iminishing their liabilities. 

3. — Creditor 



instead of 



ors, weary of waiting for repay- 
past advances, decline to mske any 
except upon terms equivalent to those 
proposed by usurers to spendthrifts who have 
Dothing to pledge but expectations. Thoy say, 
io effect, your credit is so shakan that we will 
only make you further advances upon our 
own terms. Those terms are your promissory 
note for 1,000 yen, in return for which we 
will give you 666 silver yen on the spot, and 
take our chance of repayment. So long as 
you continue to increase your liabilities you 
decrease your power to redeem ; and we roust 

lend to you now on the terms stated. In a 
few months mora we will only give you 600. 
400, or even 100 in money for your promissory 
note of 1,000 yen; and the time may come 
when we will lend no more on sny terms 

The Japanese government are the debtors ; 
the creditors ere ths people ; this is the situa- 
tion ; and the searcher after other reasons for 
currency depreciation must always return to 
the one true and only 
AW. 4. 



A FOREIGN LOA .V. 

THE Japan Herald mentions that aome 
time ago it pointed out that, " esohew- 
" ing all visionary and doubtful projects for 
"restoring the value of the currency, the 
" government had the power, if it could only 
" be brought to see the wisdom of exercising 
" it, of contracting a foreign loan of real 
" money, and capitalising part of its floating 
" debt, by the isane of interest bearing bonds " 
From this it is clear that the contraction of 
a further foreign loan to be applied to the 
relief of the finanoial position, is not con. 
siderod to be a doubtful project. Wo have 



dried up, compelling resort to nnwiae, even 
desperate expedients, such ns the export of 
silk and tee on government account. If 
Japan should now enter the market as a 
borrower, say for 20,000,000 dollars at G por 
cent., issued at 80, she will incur a further 
annual liability, for interest and amortisa- 
tion, of about 3,000,000 silver yen. Where ia 
this money to come from ? It is certain that 
internal trade — the interchange among the 
people of the commodities they produce, — 
will not bring in a single dollar. Japan has 
the moans of procuring considerable sums 
of money if tho obstacles in the way of 
trade are removed. The exportation of 
produce ia stationary ; and it surely needs 
no demonstration that until Japan has some- 
thing to give in exchange, no money 
can flow into the country. Thia country has 
foreign relations, and lays claim to a position 
she makua no effort to support on solid 
grounds. Of what importance to tho govern- 
meat is a foreign trade limited by an export 
of produce worth about 24,000,000 yen? 
What wealth oan accrue to the country from 
commerce so limited, in comparison to the 
demands for money for stato purposes P 
Until the people, by the expansion of trade, 
can afford to pay all or a portion of their 
taxes in specie, the difficulties under which 
the government now lie must, as a matter of 
course, increase instead of diminish. It is true 
the government may for a cortain period, de- 
fray their foreign liabilities by exporting com- 
modities instead of money, but by so doing tho 
people will be deprived of the proceeds of 
their property hitherto received in coin ; their 
tt'gitimnte operations will be proportionately 
reduced ; and the " balance of trade " will at 
last be turned completely in favour of Japan, 
oonaeqoent upon all the country's produce 
being exported for government needs and, so 
far as the people are concerned, without any 
return whatever. 

A foreign loan, in whatever light it is 
viewed, oan bo of no service to Japan unless 
tho only source of tangible income, trado 
with foreign countries, be expanded and 
encouraged. — Nor. b. 



THE PANAMA ISTHMUS SHIP CANAL' 8 
FUTURE INFLUENCE UPON JAPAN. 

BIT AX No. S ROUTES. 

In a forogoing article, the writer referred 
to tho route selected by Mons. do Leaseps 
for the ship canal now in progress of con- 
struction across the Isthmus of Panama 
or Darion ; and explained that the great 
originator of the Suez canal bad, after 
mature consideration, abandoned the route 
mmander Wise, in 
pass, and adopted 
by the Panama 
Railway Company, more than a quarter of a 
century ago, adjneent to the line, by tho 
Chagres river bed. As a complement to bis 
previous remarks, it now remains for him to 
onumorate the principal rival routes whose 
clsims have been advanced in opposition to 
Mons. de Leaaep's selected route, forming to- 
pics at the " Intor-ocesnic ship canal discus- 
sion " reported in the Bulletin of the 
American Geographical Society already quoted 
ao often in the course of these notices. The 
flulletin'i accompanying, and very useful, 
" map of the Isthmus of Ceutral America " 
contains marginal tables of ton different 
routes, including that selected by Mons. de 
Ix'saepa, which aro designated as follows : 

1, Tehuantepec ; 2, Nicaragua ; 3, Panama 
(Leaseps'} ; 4, San Bias ; 5, Caledonia Bay ; 
6, Atrato and Tuyra; 7, Atrato, Cacarica and 
Tupra (Wise's) ; 8, Nuando Bay ; 9, Atrato, 
to Cupica Bay ; and 10, Atrato (Naxpipi) to 
Chiri Cbiii Bay. Some brief notice of each 
of these rival routes (except the third, 
already given) shall form tho subject of 
this concluding article ; following tho 
geographical direction of the central Ameri- 
can region from north to south over twelve 
degrees of latitude north in range. 

Pint. — The Tehuantepec route derives its 
designation from the well known Gulf of 
Mexico. Between this gulf and that of 
Campichi, a bay of the Onlf of Mexico, the 
construction of an inter-ooeanio ship canal 
has been warmly advocated, and tho scheme 
found an able spokesman at tho "discussion " 
in question, in the person of Mr. H. EL Hall 
(whoso name ia familiar to moat Australians, 



with whom he resided 24 years), oot 
with the Pacific trade, and having the 



A steamer recently built 
named the In-auchi Maru, 
trip along the coast on the 2 
She hss just returned and is 



ivt Yokosuka, and 
« .rted on a trial 
• of last month, 
r ,. nrted to have 



behaved satisfactorily durii.„- this her first 



ade, and having t 
of "establishing the very first i 
mail eervioe to the United States " as bo 
stated at the " disonssion." According to 
thia gontleman the length of this ship canal 
routo would be 150 miles. Hisown accounts 
of this route, found in page 263 of the 
Bulletin, may be q noted here, very ap- 
propriately ; he aays : — 

" This important mute commences at the 
Coatiacoaleos river. We propose ending tho 
line at the lagoon or lake upon tho Pacific 
side- The city of Tehuantepec is situated 
inland about eight miles from the Pacific 
coast. The greatest hoight that we have to 
surmount is about 760 feet, at Chi vela. We 
have to cut a canal from the Pacific into the 
lagoon, about '2\ miles. That is, cut through 
a sandbar, which was formerly purl of tho 
sea, but which has been formed from tho 
wash from the Tehuantepec river and from 
other rivers emptying near there. Tho hkko 
is about 12 miles wide and nbout 16 miles in 
length, having an average depth of from \'J 
to 21 feet, with about four feet of rise aud 
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full of tide. The cutting will give a harbor 
with 25 foet of water nt high tide. On the 
Gulf side, I found in the survey that we had 
about 1,200 feet from the Pne of the coast, a 
bar of about 400 feet, where we hare now 
about 15 feet of water. That we have, of 
course, to cut away, and after dredging 
through this bar wo have a bom eight miles 
from the coast lino on this river, carrying 
•boot 88 Feet of water. The line of the route 
will tako this direction [following Rio 
Nneva], coming- off to tlio wcatward, coming 
down through bore [on Parifa plains] and 
passing down through Chivela. At the pass 
on this highest point we have monntaina on 
each eido rising from 8,000 to 12,000 feet. 
Chivela pass, ilaolf, is only about 20 miles in 
width, reckoning from the mountains whore 
we come down to the Pacific plnins, where is 
a very beautiful, level and fertile country." 

Seeond. — Tho Nicaragua route is so de- 
signated from the lake of the same name in 
tho Central American state also similarly de- 
nominated. At the "discussion," of Dec. 
9th, 1879 Rear-Admiral Daniel Ammen, 
U. S. N., contributed a paper entitled: — 
" The proposed inter-oceanic ship canal 
across Nicaragua," which, in the Ad- 
miral's absence, was read by colonel T. 
Bayley Myers. At the next meeting of the 
society, on December 15th, 1879, an 
•' address " was delivered, on the Nicaragua 
route, by Mr. A. Q. Menocal, C. E., of 
which he made the survey. The advocates 
of this route proposed to avail of the San 
Joan river from its mouth in the Caribbean 
sea up to the point wbore it flows out of 
lake Nicaragua, by means of locks ; and to 
cut a canal oat of lake Nicaragua to the 
Pacific at Brito ; while a modification of 
this project suggested to go on from the 
lake of Nicaragua to that of Managua, by a 
natural river juaotiou of those two lakes, 
and tbeu to cut a canal oat of lake Managua 
the Bay of Ponseca or Conchagua. The 
distance from too San Juan river month to 
lake Nicaragua is calculated at 80 miles; 
from thenoe across the lake, north-west- 
wards, 70 miles; and thence, by canaliza- 
tion or tnnnel, to Brito, 20 miles: or 170 
miles (so mo ncoounte say 180) as a total 
waterway by the proposed Nicaragua route, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The route 
to Fonseca Bay is calculated at 60 miles 
longer. Of the shorter route, Mr. Menocal 
says (Bulletin, pages 186-7) : — 

" The Lake of Nicaragua, which is at the 
summit of the proposed canal by the 
so-called Nicaragua route, is a body 
of water 110 miles in length, by SO 
miles of average width, having a superficial 
area of 2,700 square miles. Its elevation 
above the sea at high tide is 103 feet, and at 
mean tide 107 feet. The depth, from a 
point 1,200 feet east of its west side to 
within about nine milea of its outlet, the 
San Juan river, is at all points as much as 
SO feet, and in some places a* mnch aa 150 
feet. Several line* wore run from the lake 
to tho Pacific ocean to find the lowest depres- 
sions in the suj>ervening mountains, and two 
were found that seemed to offer the best 
prospects ; in one of these the point of 
greatest elovation abovo the level of tho 
lake was 43 feet, and on tho other it was 134 
feet. Tho length of tho former is 18J milea, 
of the latter 16J miles. Tho Intter, the 
shortest, was recommended, for tho reason 
that though the summit was higher, there 
is on the other lino a small stream, or river, 
carrying 5,000 cubic feet of wator per 
second, that would bave to bo received into 
Vhe canal. Ths level of the lake is to be 



eight 



miles to the slope 
>m that point to the 
the rate of nil 



to cut a < 



extended 
down to the 

sea the ground falls at the rate "of nine feet 
to the mile. The locks are to bo so disposed 
that there will he no less than 2,500 feet 
betweon any two of them." 

Third. — The Chagres River canalization, 
which is the plan selected by Mons. de Les- 
seps, has already been described. 

Fourth. — The San Bias route is so called 
from tho Bar of San Bias, on the east coast 
of Panama Isthmus, in tho Caribbean sea; 
and it is situated in the narrowest part of 
tho Isthmus, where it is not 30 miles wide 
from sea to soa. At page 228. of tho 
Bulletin, Major Sidney P. Shelbourne des- 
cribes this route, as follows : — 

" I will now go forward and locate for yon 
the termini of tho proposed San Bias canal, 
and give you the approximate length and 
character of its sections. Its Atlantic end 
would be in latitude 9° 26' 56" north and 
longitude 79° i' 50' west, the harbor of 
Mandinga presenting at this point the nearest 
available approach southward towards the 
ridge of the Cordilleras. This end of the canal 
may be further located on the map by a dis- 
tance of 2 milea 550 yards in a direction west 
by south-west from the mouth of the Rio 
Vcrcalagua. The first section would be five 
miles of open cutting in a generally south 
south-west direction. Then would follow the 
tunnel for a distance of seven miles through 
the Cordillera, varying but little in direction 
from a meridian of longitude, and terminat- 
ing upon the Pacific elope of the range about 
a halt milo east by north-east of the falls of 
Salto, From this point the canal would be 
led by an open cutting a distance of 12 miles 
into the Rio Bayatio at its great bend, a point 
six miles from the Bay of Panama." 

Fifth.— The Caledonia Bay route owes its 
name to the Bay, so called from a Scotch 
Colony established there by William Patter- 
son, the founder of the Bank of England. 
The advocates of this route propose to bring 
a ship canal from the Caribbean sea, at 
Caledonia Bay, by a tnnnel through the 
Cordillera, to a tributary of the Tuyra River, 
which flows into the gulf of San Miguel, in 
the Hay of Panama. Concerning this route, 
Mr. Walton W. Evans remarks (at page 162, 
of tho Bulletin) thus t— 

" I hold that a full and complete survey of 
the Darien route from the Bay of Caledonia 
direct to the Oulf of San Miguel, or some 
navigable point on the Savanna river, has 
nave? been made with the view of tunneling 
the ridge which is met with near to the Bay 
of Caledonia. The examination of this route 
by my friond Captain (now Admiral) Provost, 
It. N., also the second exploration of part of 
the route by Mr. L. Qisbome, C. E., and also 
the careful survey of this route by Captain 
Selfridge, U. S. N., have nothing in them to 
condemn the route unless it becomes a settled 
qnestion that the canal must be built without 
resort to tunneling." 

The remaining five routes all are based 
upon plans which propose to connect the 
Aliato river, flowing into tho Gulf of Darien, 
in tho Caribbean sea, with tho Pacific, by a 
ship canal cut through the Cordillera. An old 
Spanish manuscript states that 400tllibastors 
wanting to plunder Real de Santa Marico. 
went from the Golf of Darien, on the Atlantic 
side, to the Gulf of San Miguel, on tho 
Pacific side, in war canoes, which they got 
dragged by Iudians from one river to, 
another, across the dividing range; and 

this spot was afterwards called WW* 



Arnutradero, or the " Dragging 
this is the same locality, which 
and surveyed by Lieutenant 
Wise, and his commission, in 1876-7 ; and 
first selected by Mons. de Lessens for the 
ship canal, but subsequently abandoned, for 
the route now in progress of construction, by 
the Chagres river. Route 6th, wonl 
the Atrato with the Tuyra by a ship 
while Route 7th would 
the Atrato, 



m 



and the Tuyra; which river, as stated, flows 
into the Pacific at San Miguel Gslf. Route 
8th. although scarcely noticed, is, perhaps, 
the most worthy of scrutiny of all these 
Ij inasmuch ss it proposes 
from the Atrato's tributary, 
ito the Bay of Panama at a 
place called "Kelley's Inlet." Prom Mr. 
Kelley, who explored this route, of which he 
says, at page 285-6 of the Bulletin .— 

" Entering the Atrato at the Gulf of 
Darien, we ascend it for a distance of 67 
miles, and on reaching its junotion with the 
Trnando we are 20 feet above either ocean — 
a natural summit. From there we turn to 
the right, deepen and widen that stream by 
dredging, and make a through cut into the 
Pacific ocean at Kelley's inlet, the result of 
which would be that this groat river would 
have two mouths, one discharging into ths 
Pacific and the other into the Atlantic. At 
the point of separation, which would be 
the summit level of the canal, it is 20 feet 
above the mean tide of either ocean. The 
supply of water would all be drawn from the 
Atrato at that point. This is a grand river, 
220 miles long. Two Great EatUmt can 
float up tho Atrato river at this point. Once 
the canal was made, tho Pacific would have a 
flow out and in of 12 feet, and the Atlantic 
wonld have a flow of two feet. But never 
would there be an overflow of the 20- feet 
summit. That is why it is practicable with- 
out a lock. The waters of the two oceans 
never wonld unite on that line. That summit 
is just right to accomplish these results) " 

The distance being 131 miles from sea to 
sea, it is a pity that more attention has not 
been given to this route. Tbe 9th and 10th 
routes would join ths Atrato by a ship canal, 
directly with Cnpica Bay ; and by its 
tributary the Naipipi, with Cbiri Chin Bar, 
both on tho Pacific, between 6° and 7° N. L. 
While the mouth of the Coatzacoalooa river 
in Catnpichi Bay, is a fow minutes north of 
18°. N. L. — where the Atlantic entrance of 
the Zepuantepec canal would be placed 
showing a canalixable coast line of 12 . In 
accounts, the arguments for 
ese several rival routes hava 
not been introduced — inasmuch as Mons. de 
Lessens has settled the question by selecting 
tho Chagres valley route, alongside tbe 
Psnama railroad. As to a formor strait 
tnrough the Isthmus, Mr. Shelbourne says, 
at pages 244-5 of the Bulletin i — 

" This part of the isthmus, cutting it off 
near to Panama on the west and north on tbe 
one side, and taking the Bay of San Miguel 
and the Tuyra river over the divido to ths 
Atrato valley and the Galf of Ureba, aa 
tho limit towards the south and east — this 
part of the isthmus was originally a moun- 
tainous island. The whole of the lower 
valley of the Atrato river is an alluvial 
deposit The part of the isthmus between 
the Bay of San Miguel, the Tuyra river and 
Atrato valley on the north, and Cnpica bay 
on the south, was upheaved long after the 
of the San Bias Cordillera appeared, 
region shows tho later tertiary 
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formation!. The same may be said in regard 
to tho broken region between Panama and 
the Bay of Colon, which shows scarcely more 
than a scries of detached hills, irregularly 
plaoed with reference to each other, like a 
lot of tumbled biscuits on a tray. Tho waters 
of the Atlantic and the Paoifio were, at one 
time, united both in the region between 
Panama and Colmi, and between the Bay of 
San Miguel and the Atrato Talley, which 
was, in early ages, a part of the Gulf of 
Urnba, tho junction of the two oceans boiug 
in the goneral line of the Toyra river." 

In conclusion, the writer expresses a 
lively hope that count de Lessens' now ship 
canal through Panama isthmus -where Mr. 
Shelbourno's strait ouco existed— may be 
attended with the same success as his Suex 
canal— also once the si to of a strait — a boou to 
the whole civilised world; and ho lays down 
his pen, with the fullest conviction that ero 
many years pass over, tho people of 
Japan will see fine steamors leaving 
Yokohama and other Japanese porta, bound 
for Kingston, Havana, New Orloans, New 
York, or Rio do Janeiro, via the Panama 
isthmus ship canal, also giving Honolulu a 
passing call, notwithstanding that Mr. Evans 
thinks that port out of the course between 
Panama and Japan; so that the coming 
time may prove a good time yet for the vast 
Paciac-.Voe. 6. 
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Jim HtUt, 



THE AUTUktX RACE MEETISO. 



The autumn meeting of the Nippon Race 
Club was as great a success as the meeting in 
June lust; and from the large number of visi- 
tors it is evident that racing is a populsr 
■port with all classes. The weather was 
ane; the rain of Monday had put s 
besutiful finish on the course, and made the 
road so nice that even the ladies did not 
require gossamer to keep the dust from their 
eyes. Out of twenty-six Yokohama meetings 
we do not remember so lino a week. 

The course was not only better going but 
much better covered with herbnge than we have 
ever seen it, which is due to the sheep which 
have had the run of it all summer ; and with a 
little seed on the thin places, and a slight top 
dressing of old stable manure, wo think it could 
be made second to no rsce courso in the east. 
The grand stand was much improved upon and 
gave no cause of complaint ; but wss rather a 
surprise to many who knew it had been 
brought to ruin by the late gale and did not 
imagine that in fourteen or fifteen days it could 
be put up in its present form. This old stand 
has done duty a long time, but we hope to soc 
it replaced soon by a more aubslantisl and hand- 
some structure, with complete accommodation 
for His Imperial Majesty the Mikado (should ho 
honour future races with his presence as ws 
venture to hope he will), the members ot 
the imperial family, the ladies, weighing room, 
committee room, and lastly, for the press, who 
we hope will get a little comer to themselves 
for their own especial use, as is found on every 
rsre course in England, 

Now to the main thing in racing — tho horses. 
The programme commenced with the GnlTins 
Plate for Japanese, and out of an entry of eleven 
ten came to the post, a very good start, follow- 
ed throughout tho first day. The griffins as a 
lot were about up to the avcrago and no parti- 
cularly good one being spotted, it was an open 
race, the winner no doubt being the best, and, 
with one or two others, likely to grow into good 
or i. Chaff snd Ch*ckU, second and third, did 
mend that 



a win, which 
them. The old horses were 
all the races in which they 
s much improved horse, took three ; Oyama (the 
evergreen) three ; KaUrftlto managed to secure 
one, and AnnandaU one and the mixed handi- 
cap, where he was very favourably treated and 
fitted for a second heat than his little 
opponent QUd. 

Next, we come to the China ponies, and here, 
as in (he Japanese, the old ones were a long 
way the best, the lot of imported griffins not 
containing one within 23 lbs. of any old pony 
at the meeting As in the Japanese griffins, 
tho winner did not try sgnin, his owner hav- 
mg a very smart pony in Dartmoor, who won 
his race in good style, and was stso second to 
Oyama in the mixed Lottery Cup and to S*«- 
daddU in the Navy, the latter pony being in 
finer eondition and in better raring temper 
then we have ever seen him, and was a credit 
to his trainer. Of the other old ones, the 
Clown won a good rucr, and Sonny Doon wss 
very nearly himself agiiu, but it was not so 
much a surprise as it might have been hut for his 
match previously with Kingfithtr showing that 
he was in fair condition and had not forgotten 
the business he once knew so well. One old 
favourite. Chief Mongolian, was not himself, 
and we fear his day is past, for when old horses 
go off they seldom recover. Both Mr. Osborn's 
and Mr. Dursnt's wins wsre very popular. 
When gentlemen train and ride their own 
horses, the public are never slow to show 
their appreciation : so we hope that the gen- 
tlemen who tried but did not succeed will not 
be discouraged. Everything has to be learnt, 
training and riding being no exreption to the 
rule, and to be unsuccessful the first time 
should be a stimulant to try again. 
The Hurdle race was the usual farce. 
The half-brede wo have left to the last, 
knowing from the general feeling displayed 
that more interest is taken in them than the 
other ponies. 

We did not see many new ones, but of these, 
two were good enough to come under especial 
notice. 7VtcAi6ana, the winner of the Maiden 
Plate, is a very smart horse if time is any 
proof, for though he came away from his com- 
petitors st the start and made the pace himself, 
yet he made the best time of the meeting. He, 
like the Japanese and China griffins, did not 
show up sgain. Qioto, the little grey who 
won the Kenrei Cup, is a smart, good look- 
ing, and game little horse. He ran very fast to 
beat Attiyawo who was eased at the finish 
which enabled the soft hearted Warwick to 
make a dead heat for second place and upon 
this position he lead astray a few who fancied 
him for the Consolation, in which he was a 
long time making up his mind to b»gin. so 
that the little chesnot won without a 
struggle. Phmnix is s useful looking horse but 
| not suited to a race course. 

Now we hnve the merits of the two old 
opponents, Bon llini and Admiral Rom, to 
discuss. The latter win as fit as he could be 
made, and his trainer hud done all that could 
be done for him. The Anlumn Cup waa little 
better than a walk over for him, bat when he met 
Boh Rin'e in the Shiinosa Cup, ho met a horse 
that could make him gnllop ; and although his 
71hs. extra no doubt made a difference still he 
got 141bs. beating. So thought the public, as 
was shown by the woy they stood by the brown 
for the Champion Slakes f which was tho coveted 
prixe of the meeting) for the grey had no extra 
weight to put up and was beaten farther than on 
I the first day. It was a very good race, both ponies 
settling down at the start to a long steady stride 
< .n^ a-nina taattthar to the trees. Then thev set 



the grey doing all he knew, and much 
an ox peeled, under Mr. Osborn (who 
was strange to him), but he could not get up 
and finally succumbed by about two lengths. 
The winner was not so fit as in June last when, 
his old trainer he could have given 



given 

14 lbs. sud then won. At Nippon Club scale, 
sge aud inches, he will always be best, if at all 
in condition. 

We hear that a batch of two-year-olds are 
to be sold this month, at T-.kio. They are 
from Ihs Shimos* farm and by the horses im- 
ported at such high prices by tho late manager 
of that establishment, Mr. Ap. Jones. Our 
informant did not give a very flattering ac- 
count of them, but thought tbey were not a 
very brilliant lot having been reared on " short 
commons f still we hope the sale will be publio 
and some of onr sportsmen invest and try 
what a year's " liberal treatment " will do for 
a few of them. 

Could not the committee make a special 
race, " The Shimoaa," for horses bred on that 
farm, with a prise that should be a good in- 
ducement to enter a lot of ponies t Say at 
three years old ; if there are eighteen or twenty 
of them it should be more interesting than a 
special race for ten China Griffins bought at a 
low price from the mobafter the Shanghai 
owners had picked out all the plums. 

We hope soon to see plenty of horses bred 
in this country to do all the racing we wast, 
and as we said in Spring so we say now, 
nine raees are too many in one afternoon 
when the days are long, ranch more so at the 
extreme end of October. The honorary officials 
who work so hard for the publio amusement 
deserve thanks, for they got through three 
long, trying afternoons very well indeed. The 
starting was not perfection, but if trainers 
would teach their horses s little starting dar- 
ing training the starter's work would be consi- 
derably lessened on the race day. We all have 
to learn, so do horses, especially to race, and 
more especially when hurdles are in the way. 
What is the use of a horse's power if be does 
not know how to use it f 

The sttendance in the stand and paddock 
was as large as we ever remember seeing, and 
with ladies in every variety of elegant costume 
the westher and general gaiety of the scene the 
Autumn Meeting was quite charming and one 
of the finest holidays evor experienced in Toko, 
hama. The music on the first day was contri- 
buted by the band or the imperial college, on 
the second dsy by the flng ship Richmond, and 
on the last day by the imperial marines, all of 
whom greatly added to the general pleasure of 
the meeting.— .Von. 2. 
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position, .ud after several trie* 1 and going together to the trees, Thsn they set 



NOTIFICATION, 



No. 48. Diwo Kwi!». Nov. 6, 1880. 

Necessity having arisen for economizing tho 
expenditure, increasing the sum of money for the 
roductiou of paper currency, and reforming tho 
local governments, the following is hereby 
notified. 

BANJO SANEYOSHI. 
Daifo Daijin. 

November 5th of the 13lh yenr of Meiji. 
Art. 1— In a notification No. 16, April 
1880, article 1, it was provided that tho 
1 proportion of Uiation for local govsmment 
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should not exceed one-fifth of the 
ground rent payable. This proportion ii now 
increased to one-third. 

Art. 2. — The following item* of expenditure 
are expunged from the imperial exchequer, 
and will, in future, be defrayed by the local 



(at). — For construction and repairs of all 

fu and ken offices. 
(b). — Cost of maintenance of all fu and 

ken prisons. < 
(«).— For construction and repair of all fa 

and ken prisons. 
Art. 3. — The supplementary government 
grant in aid of engineering work* in connec- 
tion with the construction and repair of river 
bank", harbours, roads, Ac., in all In and ken, 
will be diacontinued after this financial yenr. 



Tint following order, dntod November 6th, 
has been issued by the Daijo-kwan to the chiefs 
of the stuto depurtmentt named therein. 

" Financial reform being essentially neces- 
sary, you are required to avoid all expenditure 
not absolutely requisite ; to simplify as far a* 
possible the conduct of business in theexeeutive 
services; to refrain from commencing on new 
public works, and to practice strict economy 
in those now in prog rest or approaching com- 
pletion, in order that the expenses of each 
department may be reduced. On or before the 
30th day of November instant you are 
instructed to present to the Daijo-kwan pro- 
positions for reduction of outlay for the next 
financial year to the extent of the under- 
mentioned sums respectively :— 

Ths MnrrsTXT or rax I htibiob 
For the department, the Central 
Police and Oeneral Poet Officea. 

a diminution of ,. Ten 120,000 

Tbb Mihistbt otr Frames 

A diminution of „ 120 000 

Ths Mihistbt of Wab 

A diminution of 

Thb Mihistrt or M. 

A diminution of 

Thb Mihistbt or Education 

. A diminution of 

Tbb Mihistbt or Pubuc Wo 
A diminution of 



• 




Ten 960.000 



This passage ia extracted from the A'iehi 
Jffiehi Shinbun, and shows a prospective saving 
of 960,000 yen in the imperial expenditure, or 
a trifle leas than 18 per cent, of the sum of in- 



Thb A'ieki Nichi Shinbun give* the text of 
an order issued to tho Miuistries of the In- 
terior, Public Works, Finance, and the Coloni- 
zation Commission. It runs : — 

" All establishments for the oncouragemont 
•nd promotion of native industry, when in full 
working order, and the object for which they 
were founded is attained, are to be offered for 
sale to private individuals, who may acquire 
them free from nil R'iverniuent control, uuder 
the following conditions." 

The conditions ore rather too long for re- 
production hcr«. The chief points are that 
the capital sum of purchase money may be paid 
by instalments ugreed upon, tho property to 
remain in government possession as security 
for the unpaid balances. All cost of main- 
tenance to be provided by the purchaser from 
the date of the purchase. 

Tticso national industries have never paid 
the state, and before any purchasers come 
forward they will want guaranties that in 
futuro no similar manufactures to tlioie parted 
With will be undertaken by 



Further, that all official support accorded to 
certain industries will bo withdrawn; for no 
man can compete in any branch ofmanursc- 
turing industry with privileged persons backed 
up by state loans. 
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THB FINANCIAL 8ITTJATION. 



Tho qneation of the finance diffionlty is a 
subject of much comment in nowapapers and 
at public and private meeting*. The interests 
of all are affected by this state of things bo 
that wo can not be silent. There arc several 
different opinions upon tho best methods of 
rescuing tho country from its difficulties. 
Some advocate a now foreign loan, and others 
a new internal loan, or increase of paper 
money. But, at present, any of these pro- 
>ra not to secure approval. However, 
being put forward by the 
the people, we do not venture 
to traverse their proposal*, though it would 
be matter of regret if any of them should be 
accepted by the government, so we will ex- 
plain how, in our opinion, they are unsuitable 
for the country in its present circumstances, 
and also point out the causes of the financial 
difficulty, and consider what remedies are 
available. In the course of only 13 
wonderful progress in civiliration ha_ 

in society. But how was this progress 
? It is attained by the expenditure 
of an immense sum of money. Sinoe the 
country entered into close relatione with 
western powers, and consequently made great 
changes iu its political status, telegraph lines, 
railroads, steamers, and other things have 
been constructed, a new educational system in- 
troduced, and, besides these, there is great im 
provement in many other things. The money 
required for all those purposes, is so great 
tbst we can not count it in " one morning or 
evening." This is not all. There are many 
foreigners employed in the telegraph, rail- 
road, marine, and educational services, whose 
■alary is exceedingly great, amounting to a 
Urge sum of money collectively. Thus our 
present civilization has been bought by 
an immense outlsy of money ; but the real 
reward is insufficient for the sum invested, 
although we see great changes in the 
opinions of the people generally, as compared 
with the time when the country was closed 
to foreign intercourse and the people were 
barbnrous. At present, they understand the 
moaning of freedom and political liberty, and 
are struggling to establish constitutional 
government, — the difference between these 
times being a part of the reward for the ex- 
penses incurred ; yet still there is not such 
an actual and direct reward perceived as to 
increase the real wealth of the conntry suffi- 
ciently to compensate) for tho outlny. This is 
the first causo of the present distress in the 
country. 

We now come to the matter of foreign 
commerce, and if wo examine its position wo 
see how the balanco of trade ia against us, 
and how much the imports exceed the exports. 
This ia the second causo. 

We now turn onr eyes to cultivated land. 
The land under cultivation belonging to the 
government and people is about 63,610,854 
square <«ii»; and forests, prairies, and miscel- 
laneous tracts of land, bolonging to both 
parties, (excluding building lands) are about 



816,820,233 equate ion. Accounting noun- 
tains and roads which cannot be cultivated 
to be two- thirds of the forests, prairies, 
Ac., there still remain 100,000,000 square 
tan, at least, of land to be cultivated, which 
is fertile and generally suitable for all kinds 
of oom, and it is pitiable that the people give 
up this immense tract of land to grass. This 
is the third canse of the present depression 
of tbs country. This being so, if we do 
not take measures to relieve the financial 
difficulty, the welfare of our society can not 
be secured, nor can we be sure that there is no 
fear of ths country losing its independence. 
Much has been said by some people about 
this serious subject, but tbeir projects are 
not suitable for the country at present ; for 
instance, they propose to raise a foreign loan, 
but the effect of this loan can only be 
temporary. No, the country is nnable to 
maintain its vaunted prosperity, and it 
will sink deeper and deeper in difficulty, so 
that at length, it can not repay tho foreign 
loan. What will become of the conntry 
then ?• Perhaps, there will be nothing left 
but to appeal to arms, or surrender itself into 
the hands of its foreign creditors. But an 
economist who insists on the expediency of 
raising a foreign loan, says that if the affairs 
of a country reach such a climax, the nation 
which lends money to it, will fail also. This 
is, however, a pure fallacy. Is 
person who lends all his 
We do not k 
has, which can boast its wealth in the world, 
but applying the meaning of the economist 
in this case, it will fail in its finances, if Japan 



sure fallacy. Is there any 
&11 hfs money to others ? 



from it and fails to 



? This 



,Ta' 



for 
to 



•s money from it 
can this bo the 
in point of 
Other economists propose to 
domestic loan, but this would be 
the country in its presont state, 
its immense debt, by raising ai 
should it fail in repaying the debt, as in the 
case of the foreign loan, there will appear 
"bamboo lances and mat standards," and 
then will ensue bloodshed for a long while to 
the lasting misfortune of the country. The 
project of increasing paper money, is also 
fnllncions because the price of articles ia daily 
rising and that of paper money is falling so 
that, to increase the currency in circulation, 
will do nothing more than fill the country 
with paper. With all the above opinions 
therefore, we disagree. What is, then, the 
best measure to be adopted? There are 
two measures which, we believe, may do 
good eventually toward attaining the object, 
though nnable to meet the necessities 
of the day. His Majesty ths Mikado, 
anxious about the distress of his empire, 
issued an edict ordering striot economy 
by the government, in the spring of the 11th 
of Meiji (1879), and this edict should be 
obeyed by the officials and people. Accord- 
ing to this edict, buildings or engineering 
works which are not of actual nocossitr, 
should not be commenced, and useless offi- 
cials should ho discharged, and official salaries 
reduced. Wo have heard there are soroo 
foreigners employed in a service which may 
lie discharged by Japanese, and if this is true, 
it is unnecessary to keep them in snoh 
servioe. The government aavc>l 3,000 yen 
by cutting off the yellow atripes :'.om tho gar* 
menta of the police, therefore, if the govern- 
ment reform their civil service and diminirh 
the present number of officials, lessening the 
salaries of the remainder, and discontinue the 
omployment of useless foreigners, s great sum 



more money. En. Japan M 
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will t» saved. We now tarn to the 
prodaction of the country, which i» progress- 
ing very slowly. Wo believe that the first step 
toward* increasing the wealth of a country, 
is development of production. Washington 
onoe said that " production ia the moat 
healthy, honourable, and profitable occupa- 
tion of any people " and these words suffi- 
ciently explain the fact. America owes, in 
some degree, ita g rea t wealth to its produe- 



In onr conntry, there are many 
i of land uncultivated, as we aaid before, 
and the reason for this ia, that the people are 
idle, therefore, if they earnestly engage in 
the cultivation of these waste lands, there 
will be no grans fields. To initiate this 
advantageous enterprise, the peoplo should 
organ iso companies, and the government 
supply capital for them ; this is the necessary 
duty of the government. In opposition to 
this, it may be said that the interference of 
the government with the people's occupation, 
not only prevents development, but many 
absurdities inseparable from official interfe- 
rence must ansae ; because monopoly is 
always favourable to the rich while it greatly 
injures small merchant*. t 

We know, of course, the wrongfulness of 
government interference with the business of 
the people, but we must accept its assistance 
for a while, as far aa prodaction is concerned, 
because our present social progress is due to 
it. It is the duty of a government, to assist 
and enoonrage ita people in every enterprising 
project. Now, ourconntrymen are enlightened, 
and enterprising, and desirous of engaging in 
some industrial work, but about prodaction 
they care nothing at all. This being the 
case, if we allow the matter to rest, when 
shall we be able to see this great enterprise ? 
Indeed, the welfare of the conntry depending 
upon the cultivation of waste land, we have 
nothing to do with the argument whether 
government interference with the prodaction 
of the country, is right or wrong 

When the nstnral resources of the whole 
country are developed, and a proper balance 
over foreign oommeroe is naturally regain- 
ed, there will be then no anxiety about 
the oountry sinking into depression. We call 
the attention of our government to this 
important matter. 

t "Oar* moat be taken that monopolies, which 
mdw to Mr Store* ViUUr*. 

Tare Aktbone Skinbun makes the following 
comments on the situation. Ail that remains 
for the Aktb«*o to do is to inform its readers 
how Jspanrse, by trading directly with foreign 
countries, can do .hat which foreign merchants 
here cannot do — make a profitable trade :— 

" Among the remedies proposed for relieving 
the present financial difficulties of the country, 
we are informed that the csbiuet have decided, 
by accord of all the sangi, to reduce the expen- 
diture of all departments of the government, 
sod though we are not informed of the exact 
amount each department will be cut down by 
the cabinet, we are given to understand that 
the total will amount to about 3,000,000 yen. 
Although the sum thus to be saved is only 
3,000,000 yen, yet there is snother source of 
income, that it, the increased tax on slcholic 
liquors, revised towards the end of October, 
which will bring an addtionsl revenue of 
8,000,000 yen to the government. About 
2,000,000 yen will also be derived from the 
tax on tobacco and reduction in expenditure 
on engineering works, so that the government 
will save about 10,000,000 yen, altogether, 



by their proposed scheme. This 
should bo appropriated to remedying 
ing difficulties. 

" There are inumerable csusss for tb* pre- 
sent depression, one of which must be this, 
thst the people of Japan have live 1 in islands 
excluded from the rest of the world for a long 
time, and are so ignorant of tho right war to 
conduct their foreign trade, that no merchant 
from this country has estsblished business in 
a foreign country, snd, in consequence of this, 
the whols sway of commerce has fallen into the 



hsve been allowed to fluctuate according to the 
will of foreign merchants, whils foreign goods 
have been influenced in like manner, so thst 
advantage in commerce has slwsys been on 
their side. This state of things has caused a 
flood of specie to flow into foreign countries. 
Thst the government have over-issued paper 
money snd consequently lost their credit with' 
the people, is snother csuse of tbe present de- 
pression. This being the esse, the first thing to 



these means the greatest care is thus paid to 
tho will of the people. Tha present govern- 
ment of England censures tbe late gov- 
ernment concerning the improper and 
fallacious policy in Afghan and Turkish 
affairs, which tho late government inaugurat- 
ed. The prime minister standing in such a 
position must take reaponsiblity upon himself 
for every action, and bo careful and cautious 



cautioua 

On the contrary, in onr 



be done for the remedy of our financial depres- 
sion is, that the government should encourage 
our merchants to develops sn enterprising spirit 
snd enable them to engage in trade in foreign 
countries, snd all our products and manufac- 
tures should be directly sent sod sold to con- 
sumers, snd foreign srticles imported into the 
country, bought from produoers st the pro- 
ducing districts. When this is dons, the con- 
trol of commerce will be regained, cunning 
foreign merchants will not be able to get great 
profits by standing bstwesn tbs producers and 
consumers, the amount of paper money in 
circulation will be reduced, the credit of the 
government be regained, and tho tendency of 
papsr money to fall in value will come to an 
eod. This is, we hoar, what is proposed to be 
dons." 



BODY F 

(From the MamieKi SMntmn.) 

Is the present cabinet responsible for its 
actions ? This is a qnestion much argued by 
our people, bat we have no hesitation in 
answering affirmatively. There are, however, 
some persons who answer nagatively, on the 
ground that the members of tbe cabinet are 
not held answerable for what they do, in 
the present government, so thoy arts therefore 
not in favour with the people. In explana- 
tion of this, they make the following state- 
ment. — The cabinet of England, if the people 
are dissatisfied with its acta and policy, 
loses credit ; a change necessarily ensues, 
and a now cabinet is formed ; and if 
the policy of the new cabinet is distasteful to 
the people, another one ia quickly substituted. 
The government of Lord Boaconsfleld, the 
lato prime minister of England, once flouri- 
shed, but his foreign policy being always one 
of interference with the affairs of other 
I countries, the African expedition and the Af- 
i ghan war taking place during his administra- 
| tion, he incurred great and useless expendi- 
ture, and at last, his countrymen grew tired 
of his government. Mr. Gladstone then took 
his place, and the prime minister of yester- 
day, is a person of no official rank to-day. 
The governmental system of Kngland being 
of this description, the people are, of course, 
attentively engaged in watching every 
movement of the government. Therefore, the 
minister of snch a country, must first con- 
sider whether his government loses credit 
with the people in putting forward any 
m eas n re or in carrying ont a particular policy 
before patting the proposition forward. By 



country, no conscqunncea arise from the 
cabinet losing credit with the people, by 
improper policy in public measures, or actions, 
and no risk of loss of office exists. Inasmuch 
as they profoss to issuo decrees of their 
own motion tho people have no control over 
them, yet we hare nothing to say about this 
now ; bnt this being the system of onr 
government the cabinet have no responsibility 
whatever, and if we wish to make them 
responsible, the government should adept 
tho system of tho English constitution. This 
is all that they who oppose us, oan say. 
But that our cabinet is not answerable for 
what it does because there is no possibility of 
change among the members as the necessary 
consoqueuoe of wrongful policy, is, by no 
means, a good excuse for allowing them to 
do what they wish, without any punishment; 
so that we cannot say otherwise than that 
we hold our present cabinet wholly responsi- 
ble for its actions. We will now proceed to 
explain tho reason of this. But first, lot us 
compare the cabinets of Japan and England 
and examine which has the greater charge 
reposed in it. In the latter country, the 
legislative belongs to the parliament and tho 
judiciary to a separnto department, the cabinet 
taking only a portion of tho executive ; while 
in Japan, all great executive, judicial and 
legislative affair* are controlled by the cabi- 
net. Then our cabinet has a greater charge 
reposed in it than that of England has, and, 
in proportion to the greatness of the chargo 
the responsibility should also be greater. 
Therefore, any opposition to this reasoning, 
must be more or less fallacious. However, 
some persons may again say that the cabinet 
cannot be held responsible for what it does 
simply because of the greater importance of 
its functions, for there is no law in this conn- 
try to enforoo responsibility, though the 
members act wrongfully. If this statement, 
however, be trno and cabinet ministers bo 
not answerable for anything they do, then 
tbev can not evade the accusation that the 
cabinet is irresponsible and lawless. But, 
judging from what has been done by the 
cabinot, wo. think, thoy are attentively and 
cautiously discharging its doty. 

Hi* Majesty the Mikado ispuod " the decree 
of five articles, solemnly affirmed," and sub- 
sequently made declaration to the effect that 
he would establish constitutional government, 
and after this celebrated declaration had 
been issned, the people all over the country, 
rejoicing thereat, have been anxiously wait- 
ing to see the promise carried out, constitu- 
tional government firmly established, and 
their legitimate liborty secured. Perhaps, 
there is no member of the cabinet, who will 
affirm that a national assembly should not 
be established, and therefore, tho establish- 
ment of a national assembly will be no 
longer a matter of uncertainty, and perhaps, 
during the courso of five or six years, we 
may realise what wo only hope for now. 
Then we, the people of Japan, are heirs of 
the present government, and we believe that 
the government intond to let us succeed to 
thiir inheritance, in the same manner ft sa 
father leaves his property to his sons. All 
the members of tho < 



sbinet will think in 
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their mind that the people aro their success- 
eon, and so if by extravagant expenditure 
they incur a great debt, and leave the heavy 
bnrden of financial difficulty to the people 
who aaooeed, then, their successors will de- 
nounce them, saying that the lato government 
wero imprudent and extravagant, and their 
heir* aro crashed by the heavy debt incur- 
red by their predecessors. The members of 
the cabinet will also believe that their wrong- 
ful policy is an everlasting crime worthy 
the animosity of the people, because they are 
responsible for what they are now doing. 
From what we have said, it will be easily 
understood that whatever reasons may be 
given to the country, tho cabinet is, no doubt, 
answerable for ite actions. 

(To be continued). 



NEWS FROM QEXSANSHIN COKE A 



(Kob* Skimpo — Iliogo Neu>* Tratuhitiou.) 

At 11 p.m. on the 18th September the S.S- 
Tagonoura-maru left Kobe, arrived at Bnkwan 
(Shiraonosekij at 10.50 p.m. on. tho next day. 
Leaving thoro at 2.40 a m. on tho 20th, she 
arrived at Nagasaki at 7 p.m. that day. She 
left Nagasaki at 3 a.m. on the 22nd, fur 
Corea direct, and reached Fuinn at 7.30 p.m. 
The voyage was a very pleasant one, the 
weatbor having been exceptionally fine the 
Gonkai-nada belying its name and being very 
calm ; consequently there was not one person 
on board troubled with sea-sickness. 

Things were very quiet at Fnsan. I heard 
that four Corean officials had bought from an 
Osaka merchant a schooner of ahont 100 tons, 
which *waa built at Nagasaki at' n coat of 
6,000 yen, aud it is said they are to buy fonr 
other vessels. When tho Coroan sailors have 
found out the way to handle those vessels, 
they will bo put nndor the control of tho 
Navy. Japanese have been ornployod as 
instructors for a term of fifteen dnys, and 
tho above-mentioned schooner is being work- 
ed in and out of the port. Though 1 am not 
convinced that the Coroans can thoroughly 
master the art of navigation, I could but 
admire the rapidity with which they are pick- 
ing up the first rudiments of the art. It is 
said that the Coroans intend to establish a 
glass manufactory near Fozan, employing a 
Japanese as teacher, and they are now look- 
ing out for a suitable site. 

The weather wan fino on the 23rd, but there 



a viobont gale on tho 24th, which lasted 
till tho 2oth, at 2 p.m. on which day the 
steamer left for Qensanshin. As there was 
still a strong wind, the wares were high ; and 
the passenger* were all sink. This part of 
the voyage was very different from that to 
Fuzan, but no lives were lost nor was the 
cargo damaged. On the 27th the sea became 
as smooth as if oil had bad been poured on it. 
To the left of na were high mountains, thick- 
ly wooded, while to the right there was not 
even a rock to break the monotony of the 
view of the sea. At 11 p.m. the engines were 
slowed down, and 1 expected to hare a sight 
of Gensanshin very soon. Early on the next 
morning 1 looked out and siw a port like 
Gensanshin. 

On a nearer approach it was ascertained to 
be Gensanshin. In tho distance a man-of- 
war and white walls were seen. The man-of- 
war was the Amnki-kitn and the white walla 
were the buildingH of our scttLm. At uouu 
our steamor anchored in five fathoms, between 



the island of Chotoku and the Amakukan, at 
a distance of IS cbo from the Settlement. 
The settlers were very glad to see us. The 
port is situated iu Lat. 39 N., Long. 127.32 
E. The West, South and North- West sides 
of tho port are surrounded by high moun- 
tains, tho North and East sides facing the 
sea. Tho harbour is large enough, and the 
natives that the sea between the island of 
Chotoku and the port is covered with thin 
ice during the cold season. Therefore I 
believe the sea is very calm in winter. The 
thermometer has stood at about 61 dog. at 
8 a.m., 71 deg. at noon, and 72 deg. at 4 p.m., 
on an average during five days. 

There was a violont East wind, accompani- 
ed with rain, on tho 2nd instant, which inter- 
fered with tho discharge of the steamer. 

Our Settlement is over 15 cho to the North- 
West of tho native town, and contains 100,000 
tsubo, the beach being over 1,000 ken long. 
The Corean Government is building a sea- 
wall, and a wharf 30 ken long and 6 ken 
wide ia being constructed iu a Nurth-Easterly 
direction. At the request of tho Corea Gov- 
ernment, this lattor work has l>een contracted 
for by oar Government, who have given the 
work to a certain Bank and the Okura-gumi. 
Tho cost will bo 8,000 yen, 80 natives being 
employed. There are about 350 settlers, one 
fourth of whom are officials and police, one 
fourth merchants, aud the remainder artisanB. 
Tho consulates, officials' residences, hospital, 
museum, Honganji temple, branches of the 
First National Bank, of the Okura-gumi, the 
M.B.M.S.S. Co., Sumitomo, Kiodo Shoaha, 
Ac, ars nearly finished. The merchant* are 
omulating each other in trade, and competing 
with each other in the grandeur of their 
houses. I expect business will be flourish- 
ing. The drinking water is not very good. 
It is good in the shallow wells, but the sup- 
ply from these is small, and the water from 
the deep wells is brackish, as at Yokohama. 

The town of Gensanshin is about 2 ri from 
Tokngon-Fii, to the North-Eaat. Tho region 
is very fertile, ai d grain aud vegetables grow 
as well as in the best fields of Japan, without 
manure or dressing. Beasts and bird nro 
abundant. The natives aro vory fat and tall, 
and ns they have nothing to do, they aro idlo. 
However, they are often stealing, and many 
robbers are prowling round our Settlement. 
Okura-gumi, Sumitomo aud others have been 
visited by them, and every person is conse- 
quently very careful. On the night of the 
2nd September three thieves visited the 
Kiodo Kaiaha, where thero were men on 
watch. One of these appearing before the 
brigands with a drawn sword, they quickly 
fled. One of them, however, stumbled and 
fell, and one of the watchmen gave him a 
stroke. On a light being brought it was 
discovered that tho thieves were Coreana. 
Though search was made for the other rob- 
bers, they could not lie found. The wouuded 
robber was sent to the hospital, after a report 
was made to the police, and on the next day 
he died. Since this event tho robbers have 
very much decreaacd, but it is said that tho 
net tiers have not been nblo to obtain n saffi- I 
cient number of coo I i us, owing to a rumour I 
In-coining current among tho Coroans that 
the Ji<|tfinese killed them without cause, and 
they have been afraid to work for the Japan- 
ese. However, the Coreans Iiavo lately dis- 
covered that the Japanese are not an cruel ns 
reported, and they are now working iu the 
-ettlement. 

Ono night a policeman returned to the 
station after going his round's, when he heard 
a noise outaiilo the dimr of his room. On 
peeping out he saw a tiger slowly entering 



the police station. The policeman 
frightened, but, after sniffing under the table, 
tho tiger left. I beard this from Mr. Kato, 
lit the polioe station, but cannot vouch for 
jts truth. 

There are over 1,000 houses in the native 
town. Tbey are very dirty, being bnilt in 
the same style as those of the Yeso people. 
The roofs of tho houses of the npper classes 
are tiled, aud these are superior to the other 
houses. The Coreans do not use bed clothes 
in summer and winter, but there are fire- 
places nnder the floors, in which fires are put 
in the cold weather and the beds warmed 
Thoy are similar to our charcoal furnaces. 
In comparison to their houses, their food ia 
not inferior. They always have kayu (soft 
boiled rice), rics cakes and potatoes, and they 
drink dakuthiu. Besides which they have 
wheat, beans, radishes, egg plants, aud other 
vegetables. The principal fruits are pears, 
peaches, kaki, Ac. Mushrooms areabandant. 
Boof, pork, venison, fowls, and eggs are also 
plentiful. The chief fish are tai, tusuki, thaka 
(salmon), JUjjo, ito-uwo, Ac. The shocku 
(spirit), dakuthiu and ihoyu (soy) stink, and 
tho taste being bad, the Japanese cannot 
nso them. The salt is good, aud the oil in 
gonoral use is that of Yozo, which is superior 
to that of Japan. The paper oiled with this 
oil is similar to that varnishod with gun iu 
Europe ; and the oiled paper and cloth aro 
made into tobacco pouches, Ac. Tho plant 
called Chntea mount is very good eating when 
boiled, There are many other products, but 
1 have not time to mention them ; however, I 
will notice two or three. The principal 
product* are gold dust, tiger skins, bones 
and hides of oxen, silk thread, cotton, flax, 
ginseng, fan', Ac. ; of theae the hides and 
bones of oxen and flax are the most ] 
Tho flax is of good quality, 
been exported to Osaka by this steamer. If 
it is suitable for use in Japan, it will be the 
principal article of export. Trade in rice 
and beans is not allowed publicly, and the 
export is now prohibited. Consequently our 
settlers are buying through tho hands of the 
Corean officials. However, I I 
can buy it ur 
if for our < 

it ia said our Government ia continually 
requiring the Corean 
the export of rice, 
will shortly be allowed 
Fairs are held in this town six 
month i they are like the fairs in < 
villages in Japan. Stalls are erected on the 
streets, some of which are devoted to the 
sale of dry goods, some to Ukt salo of fine 
caps, some tobacco pipes, some 
pork, fowls, fish, Ac., somo boild 
liquors, Ac. The 



iment is continually 
Jorernment to premit 
and therefore trad. 
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There is a wide line drawn between the of- 
ficials and tho common people. The private 
people are oppressed by the officials, like 
alnvea, aud are quite obedient to the order of 
the officials. Sometimes the officials inspect 
the treasury of the peopleat Tokugen-Fn, Gen- 
sanshin, and other placoa, and when the sum 
in the treasury is over 5 lewammon the excess 
ia appropriated by tho authorities, and it ia 
said no one ever resists this proceeding. I 
do not know whether this is done by the 
Government, or whether it is a private busi- 
ness of the olliciiiis. Indeed the Government 
is most despotic, or I should say, tyrannic 
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It appears that bribery prevails. I will 
give an instance. When a person roport, 
thai another has committed a certain offence* 
(similar to a policeman in Japan) 
the accused, and when the officer 
the cap of the accused the latter under- 
that he is to be whipped. Then the 
takes off his clothes till he is naked 
to the waist, and stoops down. The officer 
then appears to inflict blows sufficient to 
cans* death, but if the accused shows his 
fingers he whips slightly, according to the 
number of fingers shown, which represent 
the sum to be paid as bribe. When the 
officer haa received the bribe the accused is 
free, and he is not troub ed to go to prison. 
It is frequently discovered, after the receipt 
of the bribe, that the person arrested was 
nt, but thia does not troublo the officer, 



who merely i 

It is said that the people of this place are 
brave and superior to thoao of Futan. Con- 
sequently tho Coroan Government trusts 
thorn, but is cautious 



ed from what port the steamer came, 
captain's name, the number of passenf 
how many of them worn men, how n 



When the steamer 
arrived three Corean officials (like those of 
the Customs in Japan) came on board, ac- 
companied by an interpreter, and they enquir- 
er' 
men, how many 
s, 4c., and what 
i the cargo ; and then went on shore. It 
excited my admiration to see that the Coroans 
managed as well as if they were officials of a 
celebrated treaty port in a civilised country. 
I believe this has been taught them by US. 
ne time ago a British man-of-war called 
and stopped one day, and an Italian 
>f-war also called, staying two day*. 
When they were in harbour they mado fre- 
quent communications with onr Consulate. 
They appear to be anxious to open trade. 
In closing this letter I add that this si 
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ed seven days 
m. on the 5th 
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His Musstt* birthday wascelebratedinTokio 
on the 3rd inst. with the customary ceremonies. 
In the evening the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Madame Inouys received a large number or 
invited guests at the Enriokwan. Among the 
assembled visitor* were many cabinet ministers, 
chioft of government departments, tho foreign 
diplomatic coram, the judge of Her Britaunic 
Majesty's Court in Japan, officer* of the army 
arid navy, and of the foreign navy, the consular 
body, representative* of the native and foreign 
press, and several of the leading or representa- 
tive members of the foreign settlement of 
YoKohsraa; but we are sorry to announce that 
the usual discrimination hnd not been observed 
in issuing invitations to the latter. 

With the thought fulness that distinguishes 
Japanese hospitality, a special train was in 
readiness at 11.30 p.m. to enable visitors from 
Yokohama tot return, and to prevent confuaiou 
or waste of time at the station, ticketB were 
enclosed with the invitations, a most polite 
and considerate attention on the part of the 
distinguished hosts. 

A great number of persons availed them- 
•elves of the invitations issued , to pay their 
respects to trie Minister end Madame lnouyr 
upon the special occasion of His Majesty's 



Ta« anniversary of tho birth of Hit Majesty 
the Mikado was celebrated in Tokio yesterday 
(3rd) by a grand review of troops on the Hibiya 
parade ground, which is only a few minutes 
walk from the railway station. There were 
about fifteen thousand troops on the field, 
disposed in three sides of a square in the follow- 
ing order :— The band of the Kiodan, infantry, 
company of engineers, cavulry, battalion* of 
the body guard, engineers, artillery, cavalry, 
brigado of infantry, artillery and waggons. 

His Majesty the Mikado, accompanied by 
the imperial princes, daijin and aangi. arrived 
on tho ground in his state carriage, drawn by 
a beautiful pair of foreign bred bay horses. 
On His Majesty leaving the palace, the fact 
was signalled to the parade ground and a salute 
of one hundred and one guns wan comtnei 
and so regulated that the last shot was 
just before the imperial cortege ontered tho 
ground. His Majesty alighted from his car- 
riage and entered a small pavilion erected for 
the purpose and after a brief Bpace, a bay 
pony of stout build and plainly caparisoned 
was led to the door of the pavilion, and His 
Majesty, attired in uuiform, mounted and 
proceeded to inspect the troops, accompanied 
by Prince Fushimi-no-Miya, Prince Arisugawa, 
commander-in-chief of the army. General 
Saigo, Admiral Enomoto, Gonerals Oyam* and 
Tamagata, and numerous other officers of 
distinction. The troops, under the command 
of Prince Higashi Fnshi-no-Miya. presented 
arms and saluted ni the emperor and his 
rotinuo passed. Inspection being over, the 



troops marched past tho Mikado, the infantry 
in slow and quick time, the cavalry and 



artillery at a trot. Tho 
to a clo*e about elevon o'clock. 



broughi 



Wi have sdvires from the principal rice 
growing districts to the effect thut the harvest 
promises to be more than usually sbuudant, 
In Niigata, Gunma, Akita in the north, 
(shikawa in tho west, and Aichi and Miye 
in the south, supplies are anticipated of 
nearly half as much again as last year, 
which in turn wss fully 20 per cent, in 
excess of the yield of 1878. With the ex- 
ception of the Gunma ken, all the above dis- 
trict* have ports suitable for loading large, 
vessels ; but, unfortunately for the progress of 
the country, do vessels are permitted to enter 
them except those belonging to the Mitso 
Bishi, the other monopoly shipping company, 
those purchased by native* and carrying the 
Japanese flag, and those which the government, 
or the officially favoured companies, choose to 
charter. The growers of rice, three of the dis- 
trict* named being among the moat thickly 
populated, are numerous ; and they would all 
like to dispose of their surplus supplies of 
grain : but they cannot charter a Jspaoese 
vessel because there are none suitable or suffi- 
ciently cheap ; no foreign vessels can be used 
because the law, while permitting monopolists 
to charter them, forbids them from entering 
non-treaty porta when engaged to do so by the 
rest of the people. To sell rice for money 
moans, that it must be delivered in a treaty 
port ; or put on board a chartered vessel in a 
non-treaty port. To do the former means tho 
payment of a rate of freight that at once pre- 
cludes all chance of a sale excopt at a loes : 
tho latter Is impossible for the reasons given. 

Large quantities of lasf year's rice remain 
in stock ; and in view of the probable outturn 
of the coming harvest, it is surprising to find 
rice ruling at a rate 'higher than that 'of the 
famine period of 1869-70. The reason is, 



st year we made out 
; the surplus of this 
un is right in 



have an exchangeable commodity that can be 
bartered for other articles on a known and 
comparatively steady basis of value ; while 
a means or exchange, is utterly 
untrustworthy. The consequence is, thst ware- 
houses are full of rice which, beyond the quan- 
tity requisite to supply the wsnts of the 
holders, represents the inconvertible weslth of 
an agricultural people. 

The surplus crop of lsst ; 
to be seven million 1 
year, if the .VieAi Sichi Shinbun 
its estimate, should be st least thirteen million 
koku, or, in round figures. 32,000.000 piculs 
of rice; the bulk of which is available for ex- 
port. With the old rice still on hsud there 
will be 40.000,000 piculs of surplus when tho 
harvest is gathered. 

Saigon rice export for 1879 reached 6,060,388 
piculs, at various prices, the minimum being 
$1.50 porpicnl. The superior quality of Japan 
rice will command a ready sale of quantities st 
$2, equal to 9 yen currency per koku. The cost 
or production of one koku of rirs is 2.45 ; double 
this latter amount for depreciation of currency 
and proportionate increase iu cost of labour, 
Ac., and there is left, at two silver dollars per 
picul, a profit of yen 4.10 per koku, or nearly 
84 per ceot. on the cost of production. Let 
us take an export during the coming year of 
only 20,000.000 piculs, a quantity far from 
extravagant when the quality it considered and 
the relative superiority of Japanese rice to sll 
other grain at similar prices, and ths nation 
will receive 940,000,000 in hard money, or 
its equivalent in commodities ss tho sellers 
choose. 

These are facts and figures that prove the 
proposition of which they form the basis. 
The latent wealth of Japan in the most desir- 
able of all products — food staples — is enormous. 
The produce i* there crying aloud for a 
market : but the government, while professing 
to be earnest in their desire to encourage 
national industries, cannot avoid the charge of 
frustrating all private enterprise by the im- 
position of lows at once absurd and injurious, 
under the conditions which spply to a young 
producing state like Japan. 

With a reserve fund of fifty million yen, of 
which twenty-four millions ere in specie ; and 
a supply of grain in the hsnds of the people 
worth sighty million dollars, the government 
are actually begging for monetary i 
The spectacle is psiufol and pitiabls. 

Tn SiehiNichi Shinbun confirms ths private 
advice* we have received on the prospects of 
the coming harveit. A correspondent of that 
journal sends tho welcome intelligence that in 
Echiu the crop is exceedingly satisfactory, one 
tho and two go per tsubo having been garnered. 
We make thia to be the equivalent, at 64 lbs. 
svoirdupois to the bushel, of no less than 72 
bushels per acre; s yield that the fsttest lend 
scarcely ever returns iu wheat. 

The abundance of tho rrop is matter for 
very deep and earnest enngntnlation to the 
people ; and it may not he without its effect 
upon the government. With bounteous nature 
bestowing her copious gifts upon tho land, 
it is wanton ingratitude to neglect to make the 
boat use* of the kindly fruits of the earth, 
which seem specially sent in tho hour of dis- 
tress to relieve an industrious and simple- 
hearted people. The queatiou now beforo the 
rulers of Japan is, how best to enable tho 
people to realise their surplus produce, and 
turn it into durable wealth. In that lies tho 
secret of good government. 

on the pro- 



The bearing of a good harvest 
that holders of rice will not dispose of it for , posed new foreign loau is of tho utmost iffl- 
While in possession of rice thoy portan.ee. Jspan, with hor larje roorvo fund 
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and grout surplus crop of grain, can scarcely 
go before the world begging for assistance in 
money. The real source of lupply is to be 
found in Japan itself. Borrow money by all 
means if you can make the transaction profit- 
able, bat to borrow mnnry abroad to defray 
debts incurred at home, ia a rather too 
practical example uf robbing I'cler to 
pay Paul. Betidca, every luan must bo repaid, 
either in money or in produce. The produce 
is now here, and can speedily be turned into 
money, if the government will relieve com- 
merce from tho unjustifiable restrictions im- 



Wi reprint from tho Atttbouo Shinbun an 
artiolo on the financial situation,' the gist 
of which is, as nanal, that foreign trade is 
against Japan, that economy ahould be prac- 
ticed, and that native industry should be 
subsidised by the government. A new fea- 
ture, apparently recognised for tho first timo 
by any Japanese writer, is, tbat produce is 
wealth, and consequently, that production 
should be encouraged. 

We unreservedly, and without any quali- 
fication whatsoever declare that the assertion 
respecting the result of foreign trade has no 
foundation in truth ; and we challenge our 
native contemporary to justify its statement 
that tin balance of foreign trade is one of tho 
cauies of the embarrassments of the moment. 
For the rest of the article, we will content 
ourselves with inviting the Akebono Shinbun 
to show bow increased production will benefit 
the people, when there are already several mil- 
lion koku of rioe, worth at least twenty-five 
millions of silver dollars, lying rotting in store 
houses in the producing districts, solely be- 
cause the government monopoly of the coast 
trade prevents its transport to consuming 
centres, or to foreign countries where silver 
will be given in exchange for it. 

We do not write this for the purpose of 
irritating tho Akebono Shinbun, the most public 
spirited paper in Japan ; but solely with the 
object of informing its conductors that tho 
remedy they propose is imperfect, inasmuch 
that it is impracticable unless reform is mads 
ia ths disgraceful jobbery whioh has given to 
on* man, the power to tax all produce carried 
from oos part of Japan to another by sea. 



With a year's iocomo in tho treasury lying 
idle as an untouched reservo fund ; a surplus 
crop of grain value nesrly four times the 
money tho government are said to require ; 
with every prospect of a greater harvest next 
y«sr and in succeeding years, if a stimulus be 
given to production by merely permitting pro- 
ducers to sell, Japan is presenting herself before 
the world as an impoverished state craving 
assistance iu money from those nations whose 
commercial intercourse she denounces as 
injurious to the interests of this country. 



pressure of state embarrasmests, sud the bar- 
dens imposed upon the nstion for interest and 
•inking fund, will, in a year or two, be too 
great to h« borne. Will Japan then seek further 
foreign assistance ? She must, or be compelled 
to adopt then, the remedies that can be volun- 
tarily and profitably applied now. 

Son* years ago two gentlemen of rank made | 
a wager of a peculiar character. It was tbat 
one gentleman, clothed in tho thread bare and 
discoloured garments of a street peddler of the 
lower class, taking his stand upon or near 
London Bridge, could not sell, in tho space of 
one hour, to tho uninformed public, one hun- 
dred real sovereigns for a penny a piece. The 
attempt was mado. The sovereigns, bright sod 
fresh, were ranged upon a tray and slung from 
the neck of the pswfttVpeddler. An admiring 
crowd gathered round him, and smiled st 
his protestations that the coins were real 
gold nnd saleable for one penny a piece. 
The minutes flew by, tho hour past, aud ninety- 
eight sovereigns remained on the tray. The 
bait was too splendid ; it frightened away the 
public who had been too often deceived 
to fall into what they believed, from the 
apparent contradiction embodied in the as- 
severation that a real sovereign was to be sold 
for a penny, was a mere trap to draw pennies 
out or their pockote. 

This anecdote, which is founded upon truth, is 
suggested by tho bonds the government sre of- 
fering for the redemption of kinsatsu. We will 
give one hundred silver yen with six per cent, 
annual interest thereon, for a present payment 
of paper that can be bought for fifty-five yen : 
and wo bind ourselves to redeem the liability 
within fifteen years. Those are the terms offer- 
ed by the government. This is very much like ■ 
sovereign for a penny. If the people had had 
any confidence in the genuineness of the sover- 
eigns they would hsvo been speedily bought 
up. If the people of Jspan have any con- 
fidence in the ratification of tho government's 
promises in the matter of theso bonds, all sur- 
plus paper will be attracted lo the treasury. 
Twclvo days have elapsed since the notification 
was issued, and yet the currency shows no 
signs of that improvement that would certainly 
follow the withdrawal of even ton millions of 
circulation. 



to their production, sod, above all, the fatal 
export of silk eggs should he brought to an 
end. have apparently been disregarded ; for the 
quality of tea this year is so markedly in- 
ferior to tbat of past seasons ss to evoke very 
plain and sweeping remonstrances from for- 
eign purchasers ; while the export of silk egf»' 
is to go on as before with this difference, that 
an attempt will be repeated to sell the eggs 
in Italy instead of here, by which means the 
producers will lose at least doubls as much as 
if they accepted the first loss of a sale on this 
market. 



few months ago tho suggestions of the 
press for a foreign loan were scouted 
and derided ; now, for an article, which six 
months ago would havo been applauded, point- 
ing out the imprudenco of incurring fresh 
loreign liabilities in tho existing condition of 
tho finances, the editor of s newspaper is im- 
prisoned for two years and fined 600 yen. Does 
this mesn that the government hare resolved 
to tako ths first fatal step to fresh embarrass- 
ments? If so they will havo before thorn 
truths that no arguments, however specious, 
can ditguiso, or deprive of their just force. 

A foreign loan, whatever its conditions may 
be, will only temporarily relieve ths heavy 



If Japan is to go a begging from foreign 
countries, it is but right to point out for the 
information ot possible lenders that ths terms 
tho government offer for a domestic loan of s 
sum net defined, are equivalent to the issue of 
bonds value 100 silver yen at 56; interest at 
six par cent, per annum ; sod the whole sum 
redeemable within fifteen years. 

These conditions for a domestic loan must 
be taken as the measure of national credit in 
the eyes of the people; and they will certain 
ly influence foreign capitalists who are intense- 
ly sensitive and suspicious of borrowers whose 
own subjects require such extravagant terms 
to induce them to part with their money. 



Tbs remarks made about the state of the 
silk market in our issue of yesterday, were 
based upon a telegram received by a private 
firm which unmistakably quoted No. 2\ 
My bush as being worth only 12/6 in London. 
Tho fact of this telegram having been received 
was known by sll firms here interested in silk 
and communication by wiro was at ones 
opened with London and China to ascertain 
the accuracy or otherwise of the news, which we 
understand resulted in the corrected message 
quoting 14/6 instead of 12/6, as the reloe in 
London of 2J Mybash. 

We are sorry for silk shippers that so low 
a price as even 14/6 should be the ruling rate 
in London, as the duapat purchases in Japan 
this season have coat at least ons shilliog 1 



Tns ffoehi Shinbun points out that silk, 
silk eggs and tea, aro tho most valuable and 
important of Japanese exports, but, in conse- 
quence of the producers being compelled to 
awsit foreign demand before sales can be 
effected, fluctuations are frequent, and heavy 
loesss are often sustained by the original 
holders. To obviate this, and to inaugurate s 
better state of things, Mr. Shimamura, of 
Joshiu, and another wealthy resident of Oshio. 
both celebrated for the quantity and quality of 
silk eggs prepared by them for the market, 
have resolved not to send any quantity of 
cards to Yokohama this season, but to export 
them direct to Italy and Prance. If this be 
true, our contemporary adds, the nstion de- 
serves congratulation upon the courage of its 
merchants. 



Tub latest news from London is particularly 
disheartening. Best qualities of No. 2] hank 
silk do not command n better price than 12/6, 
equivalent to about $100 per picul leas than 
tho price demanded hero for the same classes. 

There is little doubt that the disturbed state 
of European politics has much to do with the 
decreased value of all articles of luxury ; but 
fashion has more influence upon silk than we 
can readily estimate. The friendly warnings 
we haTe uttered from time to time to the effect 
that if Japan is resolved to tru*l chiefly to 
silk and tea too muh ears cannot be given 



Pkbkafs ths Bothi Shinbun has not consi- 
dered that tho prices offered here for Japanese 
produce by foreign merchants are regulated by 
exact advices from the places of consumption 
or demand ; and that if foreigners hesitate to 
buy it is because their purchases would result 
in almost certain loss. Foreign commerce rests 
upon sound recognised principles ; and when 
the demand for silk or tea or other productions 
slackens it is because there are large stocks ia 
the markets to which such goods would be 
sent; or there are other causes which, in tbs 
judgment of competent men of vast experience, 
render any such shipments undesirable, for the 
simple reason that the prices likely to bt 
realised on sale would not rcpir the shipper 
for the cx]>eriijilurc ho must incur. 

Commorce, as pursued by foreign merchant!, 
is not, as some of our Japnneso friendi seen 
to think, more trickery ; it ia bt«'l upon cliM 
reasoning and intirn ite knowle ','.3 of the con- 
ditions of each brancli of trade. The lo««e» 
that so often result from ventures that promis- 
ed well in their inception, prove that evea 
great experience, coupled with the soundest 
advice from the other side, is insufficient to 
make every transaction profitable. When, 
therefore, foreigners hesitato to buy ihe 
productions of this country Japanese many 
are excellent roseow f« 
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inactivity ; ami if, under such circum- 
stances, Japanese merchant* think I hoy 
can improve their own position by making 
direct shipments, all wc can say is, let them 
try it, and judge by the results, riot of one 
shipment (which might, under extraordinary 
circumstances, tarn out Tory profitable or t tie 
reverse) but of several. " Fools rush in wlicre 
angola fear to tread," would have been a mure 
appropriate comment npon the action of the Jo- 
shiu aud Oshia merchants recorded by the 
Hothi Shinbmn, than its congratulations to the 
nation upon direct shipments of produce, the 
aale of which baa heretofore done Japan incal- 
culable harm. 

There are two well known lines which seem 
specially applicab'e to the proposed action of 
Japanese merchants in making direct ship- 
ments at a time when resident foreign mer- 
chants cannot afford to pay anything like the 
prices asked by Jupunese dealers tor their pro- 
duce. Now, when the home markets for lea 
and silk are more or leas demoralized, foreign 
merchants very wisely refrsin from operations, 
especially when the imperial government are 
their competitors, and Japanese think the op- 
portunity ripe for direct shipments. Will tho 
Hothi Shinbun translate the following lines 
descriptive of the view sober -men of judgment 
take of Japanese so-called direct operations. 

Where men of judgment creep and feel their way. 
The positive pronounce without dismay. 

Is it better for Japanese to sell their prod nee 
on the spot for c.j»sh to men with whom they 
can dent directly, or to send it to Europe or 
elsewhere consigned to m«n whom they cannot 
control, with whom they have no direct deal- 
ings, and from whom they may have to wnit 
for indefinitu periods before receiving any of the 
proceeds of realisation? Which is tho more 
direct trade ? 



Tiro enterprising gentlemen, Messrs. Doi and 
, arc about to establish a new company 
one of making direct shipments of 
silk to foreign countries. Tho capital will 
be 200,000 yen, the bead office at Yokohama, 
and the directors have already been appointed. 
The condition of the silk markets in foreign 
countries docs not offer much encouragement 
to Messrs. Doi and Enomoto. The capital will 
allow a shipment say, of 250 bales, which will 
bs quite enough to show the results of the 
experiment. Mssrs. Doi and 
wait for better times. 



Imports and exports for Sept 
ed by the customs authorities, 

Exports 

Import* - - 

Excess of Imports - - 
Receipts from custom duties 1 
Ac. - - -j 



imber, publish- 
were ; — 

2,197.768.329 
3 689.098,685 
1.372,230.366 

233.950.516 



Toocuino the resolution to dispose of nil 
officially supported national industrial works, 

wo hear that already proposals h ive been made 
to take over, for an immense num. the pa[* r 
money bureau, with all its machinery, presses, 
stamps, dies, Ac. The specnlators believe that, 
depreciation notwithstanding, it would be a 
of business and a profitable. 



of scientific research. The first, value £30, 
was awarded to Sir William Thomson, who is a 
member of the committee appointed to examine 
into earthquakes in Scotland. The aecoud, 
value £25, was awarded to Andrew Ramsay, 
Esq., director of the geological survey of Groat 
Britain. Mr. Milne, not being a member of 
the British Association, confided his essay to 
Mr. Ramsay, and we have great pleasure in 
learning that " The study of earthquakes in 
Japan secured the second premium of the 
Association. 

The prises offered by the British Association 
this year for all subjects, were few in number ; 
and as two were awarded for seismology it is 
evident thst the study of that science is at- 
tracting much attention. 

Tho premium gained by Sir William Thom- 
son is for a paper on " Seismic experiments." 
rhis gentleman intends to perfect a series of 
experiments on the construction of seismome- 
ters : and the tests will be supplied by gun- 
powder explosions. 

At tho Richmond concert there was " a beggar- 
ly array of empty boxes " that most have been 
both surprising and unwelcome to Mr. Mey- 
ralles, the leader of the fine wind band of the 
Uuited State* flag-ship, Richmond. It seems 
that a wrong notion possessed tho public, to 
wit : that the instruments would be too loud for 
comfortable hearing. The idea was unfounded, 
as even the forte passages wore sweet, soft and 
always agreeable. The band, which evory one 
here knows, ha* remarkable merits, playod a 
variety of pieces, some of fino quality, some 
good, and one or two just "to tickle the ours 
of the groundlings." Tho first p'tcco from 
Wagner's Lohengrin, a very bouutiful composi- 
tion, abounding with oxqaisits melody, wa* 
given to perfection. Tho next piece, one by a 
composer bearing the priestly name of Levy, 
was tho very opposite to Wagner's inspiration. 
The pretty tuuos from the Bohemian Qirl and 
a fluent waltz followed, and then a piece by 
Hat ton, said to be new, but yet certainly a 
compilation of reminiscences. The very fine 
air from Verdi's Attila, with a full accompany- 
raent, was given with due dignity and sonority 
by Mr. Bonnet. It wa», (three decades ago !) 
often sung by two basri of renown, Collclti 
and Belletti, and is a fine specimen of Verdi's 
earlier manner. Two motive* from Rossini 
were given, and the second, from William Tell, 
wa* played with force and fire. Tho concert 
closed with a number of national melodic*. 
The Russian, English, and French hymns were 
included, and the concert ended wi " 
lively jigging strains of Yankee Doodle. 

Two clarionet solos wero given, first by Mr. 
Cole who is a fine player, and secondly by the 
band-mnster. who is a wry flue player. 

The baud played it* be*t, and the audieuce 
that feared ear *plittiog bracings of the troni 
bones heard nothing but Lydtan measures. \V< 
are sorry Mr. Meyrrlles. whose meriis nre 
grc.it. had but a sra.ill audience to enjoy the 
varied harmonies of th* d-lightful concert 



It is oar painful duty to announce the oc- 
currence of a fatal accident to Mr. Thomas 
Soon, an engineer carrying on business at No. 
61 which took place at noon on the 4tb inst- 
ant. He was about to clean a gun belonging 
to some person at present unknown, and it is 
supposed ho had removed the barrels from the 
stock in order to heat the breach for tome 
purpose. The gun was loaded with what must 
have been an exceptionally heavy charge which 
entered at tho upper and outer part of the lelt 
thigh, part making its war through the right 
groin severing tho femoral artery, and part 
through the outer surface of tho upper part of 
the right thigh, the wholu bony structure of 
hips and thigh* being literally shot to frag- 
ments. Dr. Eldridge, who was speedily on tho 
spot, remarking that ho hail never seen such 
tremendous mischief from any cause but shell 
or grape-shot before. Possibly both barrels 
may have been loaded the dischargo being 
simultaneous. 

Mr. Seon lived, partly conscious, for thirty 
to forty minute* ; but the injuries were too 
terrible to offer any hope of life from tho first. 

Au inquest ws* held beforo the U. 8. 
Vice Consul-General yesterday afternoon, 
report of which will appear in thii 
issue. 

That fatal gnu accident* are not more nu- 
merous is surprising. A blind fatuity seems 
to possess those who own or handle fire arms. 
A loaded gun sent to be repaired without a 
word of warning, is taken in hand by a 
careful workman of great experience who, 
without taking any precaution to ascertain if 
tbo barrels are charged, heats the breach, the 
charge oxplodca, and a violent, dreadful death 
is the consequence. We are unwilling to arid 
to the poignant regret of the owner of the gun 
whose carelessness has contributed to this 
melancholy accident by any further comment*. 

Mr. Seoa was a most respectable, skillul and 
industrious man, who had just managed to over- 
come his first business difficult ie* and to make 
hi* way in hi* trade. He leaves a widow and 
three little children, in all probability penniless, 
but not, let us hope, altogether 
under their awful calamity. 



lugs 



Thi frionds of Professor John Milne of Tokio, 
will hear with much pleasure that his indefa- 
tigable labours in the investigation of seismic 
phenomena have met with a mark of honourable 
appreciation in high quarters. Among the 
grant* given by the British Association thi* 
year were two in conuection with thi* branch 



Tnx Hoehi Shinbun is responsible for the 
statement that Lieutenant - Colonel Murat* 
ha« invented a new riflo capable of being fired 
twenty-five times in a minute, and to carry n 
hall fifteen hundred yards. This weapon, called 
the '■ Murnla rifle " nflcr its inventor, has been 
approved by the Rikuguusho, and two hundred 
thoussnd (200.000) gun* havo been ordered to 
be made at the small arm* establishment 
in Tokio. These rifle* must be for export 
To China? The number i* out of all propor- 
tion to the requirement* of Japan. 



A •r/iscwraos mit ho* been opened in aid 
of the widow and family of the late Mr. 
Thomas Seon whose melancholy death wa* 
announced yesterday, and we are pleased to 
learn that it ha* so far received worm and 
liberal support. 

The family is, we understand, in very 
the reduced circumstances ; and us it will be 
necessary to raise sufficient to assist 
them to a passage home, and with some- 
thing to help them on for a lime after their 
arrival, we shall be happy to be of assistance 
in receiving even the smallest contribution 
from the charitable to be added to the 
amount already subscribed on the list circulat- 
ed by Mr. Pagdon this m Tiling. All sub- 
scriptions will bo duly scknowlodged ; and in 
due course subscriber* will bo advised of tho 
uses to which the fund has bceu applied. 

An accident, suddenly anil awfully faUl. has 
deprived a poor woman and her three littlo 
children of tho only support to which they 
could look up to. Their distress the com- 
munity will do itabest to temper ; ur.d we are 
«ure that no call for help in »twh a matter will 
be iu vain. 



A Xativ* exchange report* serious injtiry to 
crop* in tho neighbourhood of Kakcguwn, 
Totomi, by a hail storm which recently viaited 
that locality. It is (aid that tho hail stout*. 
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were a foot thick on the ground, and so large 
that a girl who waa in the atorm loat her life. 
Numbers of birda were killed. 

Tub Russian squadron, commanded by 
Admiral Aalembekow, will not be here for 
eeven or ten days. Admiral Leesofisky ia on 
board the Minin. 

The Japanese government hare made pre. 
Derations for Ihe anitable reception of Admiral 
Leaeofieky who, na a natal officer of great 
rank and reputation and a high commissioner 
to boot, will desorvo the 
hospitality. 



8rjroioat7is will read the following item o' 
newa with surprise and pleasure : — 

A Naples correspondent writes : — Monsiguor 
Eligio Cosi, Bishop in partibue infidtlium at 
Cbang-Tong in China, has invented a niw 
alphabet, composed of thirty-lhres letters, with 
which all sounds of Ihe Chineso tongue can be 
dearly expressed ; until now 30,000 were 
requisite. The Emperor of Austria, to whom 
Monsignor Cosi commuuicatcd his invention, 
presented him with a complete typographical 
apparatus for a printing establishment. 



Mr. Ibootb Karroo, editor or publisher of 
the Kinji Htortm, has been sentenced to two 
years imprisonment, and a fine of 600 yen, for 
having permitted two articles, entitled reepec- 
Uvely "Imprudence of a foreign loan at 
present " and " Are the government indifferent 
to the welfare of the people T 

It is by these means that freedom of the 
I is encouraged in Japan. 



Tub notoriously imperfect means of commu- 
nication between the interior and the coast, 
although the distance of any portion of the 
country from the coaat doea not exceed one 
hundred miles, deserves more attention now 
than at any other period. The Yexo oolouint- 
tion has led to the construction of a fine maca- 
damised or paved road through a district little 
used and thinly populated ; and a railway is 
now being made between Satporo and Otaru. 
The money that ia to be expended on this latter 
government work could, with infinite ad- 
vantage, be withdrawn from Yezo and em- 
ployed in laying a cheap line to bring the 
interior into communication with the different 
harbours suitable for vessels ot largs or small 
size. The people are anxious for such work to be 
undertaken, and they would regard the expendi- 
ture aa wiss because it would be productive. 
But with respect to Yezo, and the whole work 
of the Colonisation Commission, the ex- 
penditure ia the subject of much liarah criticism, 
for Ihe district traversed by the line will uot 
be benefited in any material degree by a rail- 
way which would be an in calculable blessing 
to the dense population of some of the fertile 
provinces in the centre of the empire. 



CKICKET. 

Aa will be seen from the subjoined score the 
Tokio eleven retrieved their former defeat from 
the Y. C. C. Their play throughout the match 
was very brilliant. Among the batten, we must 
mention Captain Brinkley, and Messrs. Strange 
and Playfair, as playing in particularly good 
form. The first named gentleman haa not played 
for nearly thirteen years, so his ratherhigh num- 
ber of wide* in bowling is excusable. The Y. 
C. C. eleven were all out of form, and we think 
tbey will have to pick out a very strong team 
to beat the visitors. 

Tone 

E. O. Holtbam b. Wheeler 1 
Capt. Brinkley E. A. c. Ic, 

b. Whoelor 18 c Shand. b. WheelerlO 

McMillan e. Wheeler b. 

Thomson 4 b. Thomson 1 

P. W. Strange b. £uttcr..20 c. Moss, b. Wheeler.13 

Trcvethiek c. i b. Sutter. 9 not out 24 

Capt. Willan, K, N., b. 

Wheeler 1 

F. W. Playfair c Brewer, 

b. Wheeler 7 not out 22 

W. J. Kenney not out ...14 b. Wheeler I 

J. Morris run out 2 

B, Wan] runout 0 

Byea_. 6 Byes 6 

3 I^g Byes 1 

2 Wide. 3 



to all works employing large numbers of work- 
men, broke out a few days ago at Takaahime, 
the work of the colliery was temporarily sus- 
pended, and has since been resumed. There 
waa no fire in any of the shafts, and, happily, 

cant. 



Total . 



Total. 



-IS 



Yokohama. 



Dr. Wheeler b. Strange 17 

P. J. Thompson c McMillan, b. Strange ... O 

H. C Litchfield b. Strange 8 

Sutter b. Strange 1 

Thomson e. Playfair b. Strange 0 

Davis b. McMillan O 

F. A. Cope b. McMillan O 

A. Hearne e. Trevethick b. Brinkley 14 

W. J. S. Shand run out 0 

C. D. Moss not out 4 

T. Brewer c. McMillan b. Ktiange 8 

Byee ... 



McMillan 



TOKIO. 

■alia. Ban*. UtUm Wicks*. Wldss. 

..100 10 12 6 0 
.. 85 28 6 2 8 
,.. 16 S 0 1 5 



Wb regret very much to find that for : 
sons personal or otherwise, the Japan Herald 
has lately takon every opportunity of drawing 
invidious compsrisons between our present 
Charges d'Affairee, Mr. John Gordon Kennedy, 
and his predecessors in office : and, moreover, 
occasionally goes out of its way to make re- 
marks about this highly respected gentleman, 
which cannot be regarded in any other light 
than insulting. 

No British residents have reason to complain, 
or to be dissatisfied with tho nomination of 
Her Majesty's government to the highest 
foreign diplomatic post in this country ; 
either in regard to his courtesy, or his 
energy in matters of commercial interest 
when they have been brought to his notice. 
With respect to his diplomatic conduct of 
affairs that, we think, rests entirely between 
himself and his government ; bat he is generally 
ncknow lodged by bis colleagues to hold, in this 
capacity alone, a very high position. It is 
manifestly unfair of the Herald to make dis- 
paraging remarks of a gentleman whose posi- 
tion precludes him from taking i 
or making aoy response in 
Although we admit that men holding public 
office are open to the 1 
actions, we fail to aee that any of the remarks 
made by the Herald are consequent upon any 
action of Her Majesty's Charge* d' Affaires, but 
appear to be solely based npon an impertinent 
assumption that when called to take action 
Mr. Kennedy will be found deficient in the 
special qualities his office calls for. Ws main- 
tain that this is unmanly and wrong, 
no 

mnity 



person has a right to suppose Mr. Kennedy 
not both capable and willing to protaet the 
terests of the British community when bis 



Mb. Job* Crush, who has been in editoria 
charge of the Japan Mail since Mr. Cole left v. or 
China, proceeded to Kobo yesterday. Ho has, 
we understand, accepted tho post of editor of 
tho Hiogo Newt; and with greater freedom of 
action than he enjoyed in tho AfniY Mr. Croagh 
will no doubt do justice to the pages of 
our able and enterprising contemporary. If 
rumour is to be trusted, the editorial chair of 
the Mail will be taken by a gentleman whoso 
various accomplishments eminently fit him for 
tho post. The proprietors arc to be congratu- 
lated upon their selection, which is the best 
" »eo nude ia Jspsu, 



Mr. F. A. Copb has held his usual sale of 
racing ponies, Ac., which was very fully 
attended, but the purchasers were few and 
far between. The following ponies were dis- 
posed of: — 

Chaff. S 35 

Dreaden China 93 

Old Blue 45 

Loafer 82 

Warwick 180 

Victor 40 

Half-bred Griffin 57 

Kickshaw BO 

and sundry Japanese griffins at prices from 
$25 to $55. Tho following ponies were with- 
drawn : — 

Chuckle $100 

Katcrfelto... 200 

Heather Bloom 6."> 

Penryn 80 

Dartmoor 275 



Asitatobs for a National Assembly are still, 
though feebly, striving to work the masses of 



Tr.LEORAKS have been published in the Japan- 
ese papers announcing that a fire had broken 
out in the colliery at Tukaehima, and was still 
raging. On inquiry we find this story is 
much exaggerated. One of those riots 



the people up to such a state of excitement as 
to compel tha government to concede their 
wish. A meeting for that purpose 
to-day by a political society in Tokio. 



Thi Mainicki Skinbun says that the new 
French Minister to Japan is expected to arrive 
in the course of seven or eight daya, and that 
upon hia arrival, M. de Balloy, tho present 
Charge d'Affairee, will return to France. 

Wb hare received a copy of the fifth annual 

report of the Competitive Exhibition of Cotton 
and Sugar, published by the Agricultural and 
Commercial Bureau, and will give a more ex- 
tensive, notice of the subject of the report at a 
future date. 

A roHTian of Niigata ken has been visited by 
a severe storm, accompanied by hail and anow. 
Fortunately no serious damage waa done to 
the crops. 

Wt regret to loam that Prince Ariaogawa- 
no-miya, commander-in-chief of the army, has 
been confined to his house since the 5th instant 

by 



uigiti. 
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RrSIUS COMeeXAl Court. 



Messrs. S. CiMClMO, Coneul for Italy, and 
Retxaud, merchant, Aeeenort. 
Tuesday, October 2GM, 1880, 

Jiv di Boh »». S. Siribrihiioi f, ag*ni 
for the owner* of the Russian steamsr 
A. B. Nordenekjold. 
(Continued from the Mail Summary, Oct. 20.) 

This wu a elaira for $10,275.70, money 
alleged to bo duo to plaintiff as aalvor of the 
steamer Nordentkjold aa per oontract, with 
in tor eat at the rate of 12 per cent, annually 
from 23rd Jono last and cost*, namely 
18,992,70 in variom salvage expenses, and 
91,283, or 8 per oent. on the value of steamer 
125,000, mtniM the salvage expenses. 

Defendant in his answer rejected from 
plaintiff's bill 96,803.21 as being foreign to 
the oontract, dodncted 91,694.90 for advance* 
already made plaintiff by himself, and offered 
to pay on production of propor Touchers 
12,189.49, «*»'»»« the ooaU of the present 



Mr. Kirkwood appeared for plaintiff, Mr. 
Dallas for defendant. 

Mr. Dalla* called as witness 

Anton Johansen, chief officer of tho steamer 
NortUnikjold. The witness was sworn and 
said : I hare been at sea for 1 1 years, 2 
year* a* subaltern and 9 years aa master. I 
reached the Sorden$itjohl on the 30th March ; 
I bad 8 or 10 workmen under my ordora. 
On* afternoou in the commencement of June 
Jan da Boer came and disturbed the work- 
men. There was a Japanese whose duty it 
was to pat the suction hose between the tim- 
bers ; a* Jan de Boer saw it took some timo 
. he flung a strawacrubbor down below deck the 
after the man, but I can't say whether he hit 
man. After tho sweep or scrub had been sent 
after the man, Jan de Boer went down below 
deck and forcibly turned the man round 
After that he carried him on deck. 

Edward Holm Johansen, was next sworn 
and said: I am now captain of the 
steamer Nordenekjold: I have been to 
aoa since I was 16 year* of ago. I have 
a master's certificate, which I obtain- 
ed only last year. I am acquainted with 
the glacial sea and the Arctic sea. I hare 
sailed as master for lOyearsn ot to count 
thia year. 

Mr. Dallas here produoed a map of the 
place of stranding. 

Mr. Kirkwood objected that he never saw 
that map before and the map was not ac- 
cepted by the court as evidence. 

Examination continned : — I arrived at tho 
place of stranding on tho 15th April. Jan de 
Boer waa not yet there with his implements, 
nor had he commenced the aalviug opera- 
tion*. When I first saw Jan de Boers steam- 
pomp, boiler, oVo., then these thing were in 
Hanaaaki. On ray arrival from Hakodate, I 
disembarked at Okishi. Ochishi or Okiskii* 
about midday between Hanaaaki, and the 
place of stranding. It is more easy to touch 
nt Ochiahi than at Hanaaaki. I don't know 
any rixisou why Jan de Boer preferred to 
disembark at Hanaaaki. 



Mr. Kirkwood admitted that Oehishi i* the 
better port of disembarkation. 

Examination continued : — I first transport- 
ed the boiler, dec., from Ilanasaki to Ochishi ; 
after tho boiler had been landed I observed 
that the circulation tube had a small crevice. 

was afterwards burnt, because after tl 
had no occasion to obaervo tho boiler until 
in Tokio. The number of workmen wai 
during tho salving operation* quite insaffici 
ent, because Jan de Boer opposed their pre- 
sence in sufficient number*. It was sc 
times diffisult to bring the men to work r 
the early morning. Jan de Boer's work 
repeatedly struck work, and left him; 
at last he had only one man, the bL 
smith. I understood that Jan de 1 
did rot treat his men properly. Jan do 
Boer had eight men from Yokohama and 
Hakodate; when he arrived at Ochishi, 
they left him; then they came back 
and left again, and only the blaokamith re- 
mained.— In my opinion Jan de Boer has not 
shown either the necessary energy or capacity 
during the aalving operations. On the 5tn 
May we wore by tho Kaitaknahi policemen 
promised 10 labourers and carpenters ; we 
got thoeo people in Nemuro, that is Mr. Sere- 
brenikoff and I, but when thoy arrived at 
the place, Jan de Boer objected to them 
and beat a carpenter. With regard to the 
offers made Jan de Boer by the Kaitakushi 
to buy the steamer, I can only repeat 
what Jan de Boer himself told me. Jan de 
Boer told mo rnpeatodly, that he had another 
contract with the Russian Consul, than the 
one of wbioh I bad a copy. This contract he 
said contained a clause, that everything on 
board tho Nordenekjold belonged to Jan do 
Boer Ho said that the Kaitakushi wanted 
to buy the steamer for — aa far as I remem- 
bctn— yen 25,000, and beside* pay him 9100 
a day to get hor afloat After the steamer 
bad beeu floated I bad to reprimand Jan de 
Boer for wanting to cast off a oable, by which 
the steamer waa moored. I proposed to run out 
a hawser to prevent the steamer from getting 
broadside to the shore ; at last I succeeded. I 
cannot otherwise than think that Jan do Boer 
wanted to beach the steamer again and then 
she would never have boon floated. A Japa- 
nese boat which assisted us in the salving 
operation* waa partly damaged by Jan de 
Boer's fault It was negligence on Jan de 
Boer's part, and not a mere accident 

Examination of Captain Johansen by Mr. 
Dallas continned : 

If I had not prevented Jan de Boor from 
casting loose the cable by which the steamer 
was moored she would have drifted and 
again boon beached. Tho steamer would 
thon have worked itself ashore and we would 
never again bavo got her afloat. Her posi- 
tion would then have been considerably worse. 
Mr. Jan d* Boer told me that he would wait 
the time necessary for writing to the Rus- 
sian Consul in Yokohama, in order to obtain 
a change in the contract, as he pretended that 
the steamer was not in the position in 
which he had expected to find her. 
Mr. Jan de Boor told me so, and I said " all 
right " that we would aoon send for another 
engino." Mr. Serebrcnikoff did not personal- 
ly meddle in tho salving operation*, but ho 
pushed Jan de Boer to finish aa aoon as pos- 
sible. On the 5th May the Japanese authori- 
ties refused catcgoricallv to assist Jan de 
Bow with coolie*. The Japanese interpreter 
told me, that the reason waa that Jan de 
Boer had ill-treated the Japaoeao workmen. 
The Japanese interpreter accompanied an 



official from Nemuro. After Serobronikoff 
had obtained workmen I directed the work, 
and not Jan de Boer. On the 5th May tho 
Japanese officer agreed to procure Serobroni- 
koff workmon nudor my orders, and Jan do 
a pledge not to meddle 

r. On the 5th May Jan de Boor 
the work to the ooolies and con- 
to being interpreter. I kept 
the command of the steamer Nurdetukjold up 
to our arrival at Yokosuka, especially as an 
accident had very nearly happened to the 
Nordenekjold. Tho principal damage to tho 
steamer was a holo in hor stern. Jan do 
Boor repaired tho damage from outside ; he 
put six iron-plate* from outaido on tho hole, 
and the next morning they had all disap- 
Tho hole waa at last repaired from 
inside by the carpenter. The dopot of goods 
from the Nordtntkjtlld stored ashore was at 
my arrival taken out of the ahed and laid 
on the beach. I can't say that Glahn has 
any service during the salving operat 
he has rather done harm. Mr. 
far from always in proper ooudition. On an 
important occasion, the 27th May, he was 
ovon downright incapable. I cannot say 
when the blow off cock was broken off from 
tho boiler. I remember the engine of tho 
Nonlenskjdld stopping and tho firo being re- 
moved because tho water was so low that an 
was apprehended. 
Cross-examination by Mr. Kirkwood :— I 
and Jan do Boer jointly took care of Mr. 
Boer's steam pump and other utonsils. I 
repeatedly ordered the working of tho pumps. 
These order* were given by mo after con- 
sultation with Jan de Boor. I never 
assisted in salving operations. I had an 
preter from Nemuro, but did not want him 
as I bad Jan de Boer. Jan de Boer engaged 
in all six tendoet after the 5th of May. I 
know how the flange of the steam pnmp 
broken off ; I saw it happen ; 
caused the break. Jan de Boer did not 
tho shifting of the pnmp. The oar[ 
broke tho flange with a hammer. Mr. 
Glahn kept the engineer's log for the Nbrden- 
$kj<4d nntil the steamer got into Yokoska. 
(Produced in Court.) 

The president of the court stated, that this 
log had been removed by Glahn from tho 
Nordemkjbll, and handed to Jan de Boer. 
The Danish Consul General had ordered 
Glahn to return the log, which Glahn had 
done. 

Examination continued : I have salved the 
Nordenekjold, and not Jan do Boer. I had 
tho direction of the works, and I waa not 
merely Jan do Boer's assistant 

The president of the court observed, that 
bo still wanted tho evidence of the ship's 
carpenter, which will be hoard on Saturday 
the 30th instant, at 10 a.m., to which timo tho 



Saturday, October Mth, 1880. 
Per Person, a Swede, ship's carpenter in 
tho Nordenekjold, was sworn and said : I have 
five times before assisted at the salving opera- 
tions of vessels stranded, and in my opinion 
Jan do Boer did not exhibit the necessary seal 
or ability in hi* salving operations at tho 
Nordenekjold. Considering the nature of tho 
coast, the position of the ship and the bolo 
in the ship's stern, the floating of the Norden. 
tkjold did not present any particular difficul- 
ties as tho vessel lay on a sandy beach. It 
was by no moans difficult to get -U the big 
holo tn the ship's stern. If iua hole had 
been in tho bottom instead of in the ship's 
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■ids the task wonld have boon more difficaU. 
I left with Mr. Jan de Boer in the Otome. I 
have been at sen sinco I was 28 years of age. I 
have ropcatedly passed roand the north const 
of Norway. I have mot worso wuathcr and 
mora intense cold thau I met in the Ototne. 
In my opinion thuro woe no necessity for 
turning the Olome bnok ; when she was tnrn- 
ed back, (ho weather was not worse than it 
had been before. 

Dy tho court: My own countrymen might 
have resisted the cold better than did tho 
Japanese crow of the Otome. In the Olome I 
spoko Danish with the captain and tho chief 
mato who wore both Danes. I noithor spoke 
with Jan do Boor nor with tho crow as wo 
could not understand each other. 

Mr. Dallas hero called tho attention of tho 
court to tho fact that captain Johansen, in 
his evidence given at the last sitting, had 
given an erroneous answer to tho question J 
" whether he bad previously assisted at any , 
salving operations ?" The answer was " No," . 
but ought to have been, " Yea, at several," 
and he asked that the record bo corrected 
accordingly. 

Captain Johansen confirming his counsel's 
statement and the counsel for plaintiff having 
no objection to tho correction, the court 
permitted the same to bo modo. 

The case was thou adjourned sins tit*. 

Koshikawa Usbimstsa, a Japanese black- 
smith who said | — Left Yokohama ou the 
4th March in company with Mr. Jan do 
Boor to assist at the salving of tho 
SordeHMkjM. Jan de Boer paid my salary 
up to the 30th June, from whioh date I 
was no longer on board the NordemJcjold. I 
went with Jan do Boer to Hakodate and from 
Hakodate to Nemuro. There were eight work- 
men with Jan de Boer, who asked far an 
increase of tboir salary, and as this was 
refused thorn, tbey left work, whereupon Jan 
de Boer engaged other workmen through a 
Japanese named Fuji Yasube. Those work- 
men also struck work because Fuji Yasube 
paid them each only from 50 to 50 sen per 
day notwithstanding Jan do Boer gave him 
yen 1.00 per day for each man. The money 
was the reason why the men struck work 
and not that Jan de Boer ill-treated them. 
I don't know that Jan de Boer ill-treated 
them. Mr. Jen de Boer and Mr. Glahn gave 
me my orders at the salving operations. It 
was Jan de Boer who ordered where to drop 
the anchor, by which the steamer was to be 
hauled off from the beach. It was not Cap- 
taiu Johansen, who gave thosu orders. 

The conrt observed that the defence had 
alleged that Jan do Boer during the salving 
operations was confined to aot as interpreter 
between Johanson and the Japanese work- 
men, and that it must therefore bo difficult 
for a man of no greater intelligence than this 
witness to know whether the orders given by 
Jan de Boer were his own orders or an- 
other's orders, transmitted through Jan de 
Boer as interpreter. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dallas : — I did not 
understand what passed between Cap. Johanson 
and Mr. Jan de Boer whon they spoke toge- 
ther. I can not thorefore say whether the 
order* given by Jan do Boer were bis own or 
orders given to him for transmission as in- 
terpreter. The number of workmen who left 
because Fuji Yasube did not pay thorn was 
sir. Afterwards the captain engaged 10 
workmen through, Fnji Yasube, and they 
remained. 

By the court:— Jan de Boer paid hie 
workmen by the month ; he paid the 8 work- 
men, whom he took with him from Hakodate, 



all that he owed them. He paid each of 
them yen 10 in advance. Those mo a stayed 
only 10 days with Jan de Boer. I dou't 
know whether Jan de Boer had any written 
contract with them. Jan de Boer complain- 
ed to tho governor at Nemnro whan the 8 
workmon loft him. The governor sent a 
policoman to parsuade them to return. I 
arrivod in tho schoouor at Hanaaaki in com- 
pany with Mr. Jan de Boor and Glahn. I 
had charge of Jan do Boer'a machinory and 
utensiU, for instance tho steam-pump. 

Mr. Dallas here produced copy of a letter 
written ou tho 25th April by Jau de Boer to 
Serobronikoff, in which the former asked the 
laltor to use his influence with the Japanese 
gnrornmont to procure him a boat, ten coolies 
and two carpenters, and whatever else re- 
quired for fluntin.' tho steamer NordeiukjoLl, [ 
and promising that the necessary monry will 
be the first money paid out of tho steamer 
Nordtnnkjold, but no other orders than the 
letter writer's would be recognised or paid. 



Thurtdag, November 4th, 1880. 

Mr. Kirk wood called as wituoss 

Miteone Gonsa, a Japanese ooolie, who 
—I havo been in the employ of Mr. Jan 
de Boer. I was engaged in the month of 
May. I was paid yeu 14.00 for twenty and 
somo days' work. During the time I was at 
the Nordetukjald, I did not see Jan de 
Boer ill-treat the Japanese workmen. The 
person who gave tho necessary orders, and 
directions at the salving operations was Jan 
de Boer. I do uot think that Jan do Boer 
received those orders from anybody clso. I 
believe he issued the orders himself. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dallas :— 1 did not 
understand what took place between Captain 
Johansen and Mr. Jan de Boer when they 
spoke together. I do not know from whom 
Yasubo roceivod the money whioh he paid 
to us workmon, but I consider that Yasubo 
had engaged us in tho name of Jan do Boer. 
Until the arrival of the Nordmukjold in 
Yokoska all orders on board were given by 
Jan de Boer; from that time by Captain 
Johansen. During the salving operations I 
took every morning Jan de Boer's orders 
what to do during the course of that day. 
The reason why I was discharged from the 
Nordentkjold was that I was suspected of 
theft of lead- pipe. This was in last month. 

The president of tho Court here observed 
that ho know from official sources that the 
witness had been judicially examinod on a 
charge of theft, but that nothing had bern 
proved against him. 

The next wituoss called by Mr. Kirk- 
wood was 

Tak Komaxo, who said :— I was engaged 
in Nomnro by Yasubo to work for tho ATortMn- 
rkjold. I stayed with Mr. Jan de Boer about 
50 days. I was engaged together with 5 
other labourers. Once we all struck work. 
The reason wan that we were p«id 50 sen 
each daily by Yasube besides getting our 
food, but we discovered that Yasube, ths 
middleman, received yen 1.00 a day for each 
man from Mr. Jan de Boer. I never wis 
Jan de Boer ill-treat the Japnnoso workmen. 
Afterwards I was re-engaged by Y-isnbc fur 
yen 17.00 a month. Tho money was then 
paid us by Jan do Boer. Ho bad tho direc- 
tion of tho a living operation*. 

By the court : Yasubo remained on bourd 
the Uordmelcjold until the end of the salving 
operations. Jan do Boer did not know tho 
reason why we struck work tho first time, at 
least so I believe. 



Mr. Kirkwood now demanded that plaintiff 
bo admitted to make a verbal statement to 
the oourt of bis proceedings under the sal- 
vage-contract : his character and reputation 
had been assailed in the evidence given by 
witnesses on ths other side ; those attacks 
had gone forth to tho public through the 
law-reports in the newspapers, and unless be 
were admitted to make ou his side some ex- 
planations, that would throw new light on 
tho subject, those adverse testimonies given 
by the other side might do him serious harm 
in his future business relations. 

The oourt after some deliberation deolared 
its willingness to hear such statement on the 
part of plaintiff. 

Mr. Dallas produced an inventory or list of 
machinery and utensils brought by Mr. Jan 
do Boor to the stranding place for use in the 
salving operations, which list is signed by 
Captiiiu JohanBen and engineer Nilason, and 
he called the attention of the Conrt to ths 
fact that many of the articles mentioned in 
Jan de Boer's bill for necessary oxpenses are 
not to bo found in this list. 

He further produced a oorrespondenoe 
partly in Japanese language between the 
Japanese authorities at Nemuro and Messrs. 
Jan de Boer and Serebrenikoff. 

The president received these several doea- 
mente, and read in Court the inventory and 
the translations, by which the < 
was accompanied. 



Dun Sis,— I the undersigned hereby bee; of 

Jou to get for in* through your influence with ths 
apanese government a boat, ten eooUes sad two 
native carpenters and any other Ullage I nay 
require hereafter for floating the steamer Hordn- 
tkjald. 

The money or expenses laid out for me by your- 
self or the gorerament after this date shall be the 
first money paid out of the steamer Jfordensk/cM, 
but no other orders but my own will be recognized 
or paid. 

Hoping soon to receive a favorable answer an 



Tours. Ac, 

JAN OS BOER." 



Jul ds Boss, Esq. 

I have received your esteemed letter in which 
you inform me that. 50a are authorised by tha 
Russian Consul to float the Russian Teasel NonUntk- 

jotd, now stranded on the beach of Ocbi-iahi in tha 
province of Nemuro, and that consequently every- 
thing belonging to said vessel is to be put at your 
disposal. 

However I have up till this moment reoeiTed no 
such ©ocu muni cation from tho Russian Consul, bot 
am now going to send a telegram from Hakodate, 
as soon as I hare rooeirod his deflnitire answar 
with regard to tb* various articles which barn 
been entrusted to my care by the consul, I shall 
comply with your request. 

HAN E YAM A MITSTTTOSHI, 

Kaitaku Itto I 



" Piacs o» stoa»d!H<», 18th April, 1880." 
To Nsncao 8ho, Nemnro, 

On the 13th instant I took charge of the cargo 
and stores, collected ashore at the plaoe where the 
Russian stoamor NerdmtkjoUi was stranded. 

When I arrived I found tho go lowu in great 
disord r anil th it tit } lo.'k* of several boxes bad 
Ukii forced uj>l-u. 
It is therefore impossible to verify the quantity 



in th* godown. 



oasiblo to T«rify the quantity 
until I havo brought some 



S. SEREBRENIKOFF, 



Agent for 



r the steamer .VonlewjHoM " 
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To 

The consul for Rossis entered in December 187!>, 
into a contract with a Dutchman Jan de Boer to 
float the Russian steamer NortUnMkjold. 

By the said contract Jan de Boer waa bound to 
bring all the i at piemen ta requisite to 8 oat the 
vessel and to defray the expenaee of the ent«rpri»». 

When I arrived atNemuroon the 15lh iuntanl, I 
waa informed by Mr. Jan de Boer and bj other* 
that. 

let. — Mr. Jan de Boer's implement! hare been 
landed in the bay of Hanaaaki and that be is un- 
able to transport them thence and to .Vor<tauA;»td, 
became he baa not got the requisite boats as 
stipulated in the contract. 

2nd. — His engineer and eight coolies have been 
at the place of stranding, where Jande Boer has 
taken forcible pos se s s ion of the vessel's stores and 
cargo and of the gin that were saved U»t year and 
put into a godown under charge of the Nt-muro 
Bbo ; the godown has been almost destroyed and 
tho locks of cases forced open. 

3rd.— Mr. Jan de Boor has told roe that he has 
no money and asked me to pay what is necessary 
and obtain assistance from the Noimiro Sim. 

The Nemuro Sho is already acquainted with all 
this, of which have also made a report through tho 
interpreter. 

After the Nemuro Sho had furnished me with a 
boat and with the steam launch, and we had trans- 
ported Jan de Boer's machinery partly to the bay 
of Ocht-ishi, partly to the place of stranding Jan 
de Boer s coolies have refused to work, and have 
gone to Nemuro, on account, as they say, of ill 
treatment and insufficient food. 

An officer of Nomuro Sho has promised lo speak 
with them and to send them back to work. 

I must also Inform you that Jan de Boer without 
my knowledge and without permission from me 
or my people has opened tho trunks, which wo hail 
left at the inn of Ochi-ishi. and taken possession 
of some of their consent.. 

Considering therefore that Jan de Boer has 
neither the means nor the workmen requisite for 
bringing tho steamer afloat, I have the honor 
respectfully to ask tho Nemuro sho to grant me 
such aid as assistance as I stand in need of 

All ootlay will be gratefully repaid tbe Nemuro 
feho by the Bussian consul at Yokohama. 

I have the honour. Ac., 

8. SEBEBRh.NIKOFF. 
Mr. Sibiriakoff, owner of 



" May 3rd, 1830. 

As already mentioned in your esteem d letter 
of the 28th April, 1*S0, considering that the 
Dutchman Jan do Boer, who had contracted 
to float the vessel, was not in possession of means 
to transport the necesaary 11 achinery from Hana- 
saki to Nordtntkjold, I have in compliance with 
your request hired a sampan and had it rigged out 
for that job and I have likewise returned the 
steam launch, which bad been left here by the 
Russian Consul. Boforo the various ortacles, 
which had hitherto been carefully kept at the 
place of stranding, be handed over to you, Jan de 
Uoer, without asking the watchman's consent. 
" a part ami I have told the said gentleman 
1 on that matter. 

HANKYAMA MITSCYOSHI." 



" Nomuro, May 6th, 1880. 

To Nmiuro f ho 

By tbe next steamer from Xemuro I intend lo 
proceed to Hako-Uto in order to bring up tiie 
remainder If the crew of the NordnukjnU. 

During my abwsnce I entrust Captain Johansen 
with the direction of the salving operations at our 
vessel. 

I have the honour to ask the Nemuro Sho to 
grant the captain 10 coolies and 2 carpenters 
besides a cook, st the samp time to deliver to him 
the planks already ordered and give him all the 
assistance possible ■ that i* what more coolies aud 
material he might want. 

I have the honor, Ac., 

8. SEliEBRFAIKOFF, 

Agent for .Yer<i«n«*/eM. 



"Nemuro. May Oth, 1880. 

•q 

With regard to your departure to Hakodate for 
your crew I take note that during your absence I 
shall comply with Captain Johansen's requests as 
to such things as he may want for the salving 
operations at NordsiusyoM. 

H AXE YAM A MITSTJTOSHI, 
Kattaku Itto Satan. J 



Mr. Jan de Boer then addressed the court ; 
he aaid that be has been a long; timo estab- 
lished in Yokohama as diver and salvor, 
• nd ho did not sign tbo contract for 
bringing; the stranded steamer Nordenthjoll 
to Yokosuka until after ho had seriously 
considered all the chances and formed what 
ho considered a practical plan for carrying 
the enterprise to a successful issue. Ho was 
therefore not likely in his undertaking to 
depend on tho assistance and gnidnuco of .1 
Captain Johanson. Whon he first started 
north in tbe schoonor Otome be had consulted 
with Captain Sengstack, the former master 
of the Nordeiukjuld, who bad told him that 
tbe ice would not prevent him from reaching 
the place of stranding, and as be was anxious 
lest the steamer should break up, he con- 
sidered it heat to commerce operations as 
soon as possible, bnt was baffled in his at- 
tempt. When afterwards ho bad arrived in 
Hakodate in a M. B. steamor with his machi- 
nery and implements, be could in Hakodate 
obtain no reliable information about the posi- 
tion of the steamer or tbe nature of the 
coast on which she lay, and it took him a 
long time before he could charter a craft 
in Hakodate to carry himself, his work- 
mon and bis thingB as far as Hanasaki, 
which ho was told in Hakodate was the 
most convenient landing place. Tbero he 
disembarked and while tho craft remained 
there he went himself over land to tbo placo 
of stranding, where he examined the ship 
and its position and took a plan of the same. 
He returned to Hanaaaki and offered the 
captain of the craft yen 150 more to take 
the machinery round to the place of 
stranding, bnt the captain flatly refused and 
said that not even 1,000 yen would induce 
him to ran tbe risk as tbo waters were 
entirely unknown to bim. He therefore went 
by land to Nemuro, where he saw the gov- 
ernor, to whom he explained bis situation : 
tho governor promised him every possible 
assistance, and especially a boat to take his 
machinery to Ushiji. He returned to the 
placo of stranding, and whilo waiting for the 
promised boat to arrive he set his workmen 
to erect a hut on the beach, in which to live, 
as the Japanese village was far distant, and 
for that purpose he opened tbe shed in which 
were stored goods saved from the Nordentk- 
jold when she stranded, and he removed all 
the sails and a lot of iron -sheeting, whore- 
with to construct the hut. While thns oc- 
cupied lie received a message that a foreigner 
was waiting for him in a tea-house in 
Nemuro, and when he went there he met Mr. 
Servbrenikoff, who told him thai be knew 
that Cnplain Johanseii had been misrepre- 
senting his (plaintiff's) doing*, but that did 
not matter, und ho (Serebrenikoff) wag will- 
ing to give Jan do Boer every possible assist- 
ance. Ho gladly ncceptcd the offer, and 
while they were talking together a Japanese 
officer arrived, who was bearer of a telegram 
10 lie gent by the governor from Hakndnto to 
Yokohama to make enquiries nlio-it the posi- 
tion and authority of Jim de Boor. Mr. Sere- 
brenikoff then declared that it wn> superfluous 
to telegraph as the documents in his cvn and 

in Jan de Boer's possession wore sufficient 



to establish his authority to tako the steamer 
in hand. After some delay tbe boat promis- 
ed by tbe governor was obtained, the machi- 
nery was disembarked and brought on board 
the NordtHthjold, and the salving operations 
went on all right until some troublo arose 
among the workmen, who were cheated in 
their pay by the Japanese middleman. From 
first to last ho held the command and 
direction of tho work, and the statement of 
Captain Johanson to the contrary and that 
he, Jan de Boer, confined himself to act as 
interpreter transmitting Captain Johanson's 
orders to the workmen is utterly untrno. 
As to the allegation of Captain Johansen that 
unless l>n had prevented him Jan do Boor 
from unshackling one of the rabies by which 
the steamor was moored, the Xordtu$kj ,11 
would again havo been beanhod after she 
had been floated. He said that he did 
unshackle tho coble, and that it was lie- 
eessary to do so, or mischief would have 
liappcnod, and to snbatantiato this asser- 
tion ho produced a chart showing the position 
of the steamer, her moorings and the direction 
in which she was turned. — With regard to 
the competency of Mr. Qlahn as machinist, 
he thought the same sufficiently proved by 
the fact that within three days after the 
steamer had been floated her engine, which 
had been nnder water for the Inst eight 
months and was choked with sand, was in 
working order and the so row propeller 
astern. Ho hod never seen Mr. G lab 11 neg- 
lect his work, nor had ho ever seen him 
drunk in working hours. He Hid not engage 
the engineer Nilsson becauso tho latter had 
no certificate as engineer, and he would not 
risk an enterprise as that of floating a 
sUmmcr, with a largo bole in the stern and 
full of aeawntcr and sand, unless he had the 
assistance of an engineer in whom he had 
confidence. If Mr Byer of the Nordnmlcjdld 
had been willing to accompany him in the 
undertaking, then ho would have engaged 
him, but Byer waa unwilling to go. 

It now being late in the afternoon, the 
court rose and adjourned tbe further hearing 
of tbo case until to-day Friday tbe 5tn 
instant at 10 a.m. 

Mr. Kirk wood handed to the court copy of 
a list of implement-! used at the salving 
operations at Nerdentkjold, the said list being 
signed by Captain Johansen and Mr. Olahn. 

In reply to the court Mr. Dallas said that 
the difference in tbe contents of the list now 
hnndod in by Mr. Kirk wood and of tho list 
handed in by himself yesterday is very slight. 

Mr. Kirkwood farther handed in somo 
certificates for Mr. Olahn as engineer. 

Mr. Dallas domanded that a letter written 
by Jan de Boer to Captain Curst 1» pro- 
duced : in said letter Jan de Boer had asked 
Captain Carat to procure an alteration in 
his contract. The tetter is deposited in this 
consulate. 

The president of the court remarked that 
tho letter in question is not in original in tbe 
archives. Unless thereforo a copy is ad- 
mitted by tbe other pTty it will be necessary 
to summon Captain Carat. 

Mr. Kirkwood said that Jan de Boer denies 
to have asked Captain Curst to procure an 
alteration in the contract, lie had written 
privately to him Mi it he had not found tho 
Steamer in the position he hid expected. 

The president said that ho would have 
Captain Caret summoned to the next silting. 

Mr. Kirkwood then adilr -sscd tha court for 
plaintiff. Ho said thai tiie firm question at 
issue ia how far J»n de Boor is entitled to 
tho damages of $2,200 mentioned in tiie con- 
tract as due to biro iu case of lasting injury 
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to hia steam pump or its entire Iom. The 

of eonrno also includes the appertaining 
boiler. It ia proved by the evidence of Mr. 
Whitfield, that the boiler was damaged and 
that without any ' neglect on the plaintiff." 
or hia pooplo's part, but in consequence of the 
hard work performed. Ho therefore con- 
• plaintiff entitled to claim for $2,200 
for his steam pump. The next 
at issue is the salary to tbo engineer 
Glahn. The second engineer of the 
NordmuMjbld Mr, Nibeoo had no certificate, 
and Mr. Jan de Boer considered it necessary 
to engage a competent person for such an 
enterprise as the one in which he had em- 
barked. If therefore the engagement of Mr. 
Glnh were neceasry the steamer Nordenskjold, 
and not plaintiff personally, ought certainly 
to hear too expense, as it is mentioned in the 
first claoso of tbo contract that tho Norden- 
ikjold shall repay all the nrctsaary expenses. 
The competency of Mr. Glahn as machinist 
is proved beyond doubt by the certificates 
produced. He not only executed tho difficult 
work required to float the Nordentkjbld, but 
he also had charge of the steamer' a engine 
until her arrival at Yokoauka. Considering 
that the remuneration to Mr. Jan do Boer do- 
ponded entirely on his success, it is evident 
that it was of the utmost importance for 
him to have an engineer in whom he could 
oonfide, and the result has justified his choice. 
He thought therefore that it could not rea- 
sonably be refused to refund him for his out- 
lay to Mr. Glahn. The third question at 
issued is the freight of the schooner Otamt, 
and the question is similar to that of Mr. 
Glahn's salary. It was on the representa- 
tions of the former master of tho Nvrdtntk- 
jbld. Captain Songstock, that Mr. Inn do 
Boer, although he had grave doubts, resolved 
to start North in tho Otonie so early in the 
year. Mr. Jan de Boer in making a con- 
tract with the Russian Consul of conrse con- 
sidered that the consul represented the 
Owners of the Nordtrukjdld, and he consulted 
with the consul about the best means for 
him to reach the place of stranding. The 
consul triod to procure n Russian man-of- 
war, afterwards conferred with the Mitau 
Bishi Co. and with Messrs. Walsh, Hall about 
the steamer Courier, but all these attempts 
failing, the plaintiff brought to the consulate 
the owner of the Otonie to speak with the 
consul, and in the consulate the charter- 
party was diawn up and signed. Whatever 
thoreforo was dono as to that expedition was 
done on the 'advice of the former captain of 
the Nordmtkjold and af ttrconsultation with the 
Russian Consul, the representative of tho 
owner of the steamer, and the expenses of 
the expedition cannot fairly be thrown 
upon the shareholders of the plaintiffs. 
The fourth q uestion at issuo is for how many 
months the hire of implements ns mentioned 
in tho contract is to be paid. Tho contract 
says that the hire is to he paid for the whole 
time dnring which those implements are nacd. 
Considering that one in Yokohama pay* $50 
a day in hire for a fstosm-pump, then the sum 
of $'200 a month for the use of Jan de BoorB 
steam-pump at tho salving operations would 
bo ridiculously low uuleas the meaning is 
that the time for which hire ia to bo paid is 
the wholo tinto from the moment tho pump 
loft Yokohama until tho steamer entered 
Yokosuka. Finally comes tho question of 
tho bonus dno to Mr. Jan do Boer. Much 
has been said in this court about the charac- 
ter of Mr. Jsu de Boer, but to show the 
character and uuimut of Captain Johanson 
be would just read some page, of tbo 



log of the Nordetukjdld kept at the 
place by Captain Jobansen. (Read.) 
Case adjourned until the 6th inst., 



the expenses of tho voyarge ot tne trionseanu 
at tho stranding place, hesides a b«*ui of 
8 per cent, ou the value of the steamer. 

Mr. Dallas on behalf of the defence said, 
that whatever salvage-custom may be it 
should be considered in this case, where there 
is an express written contract. The plaintiff 
claims rcmnnoration for 6 months' work : 
the contract says that the remuneration is 
to commence from the moment of Jan de 
Boer's arrival at tbo stranding place. It is 
therefore preposterous for plaintiff to claim 
hire for his implements from the moment he 
put them on board the Otomt here in Yoko- 
hama. The defendant is porfoctly willing to 
pay tho stipulated hire for the implements 
from the moment that their use became pos- 
sible, and he therefore offers to pay two 
months' hire for the use of the steam-pump, 
diving dress, etc There can be no c 
that the boiler is properly included in I 
" steam pump ;" but as to the quest* 
far tho pump was so vitally injured as to 
justify plaintiff in claiming $2,2L>0 damages, 
it is clear that when tho monthly hire was 
fixed at $2D0 or almost 10 per cent, of the 
value, it was because it was expected that the 
pump would not be returned exactly in the 
same state in 
Mr. Whitfield's 
steam-pump is 

about 5 per cent., and that* 
tear is inevitable in all such kind of work. 
Ho therefore protested against defendant 
being charged with those $2,200 damages 
instead of hire. As to tho engagement of 
Mr Glahn, ho had no intention of impugmog 
Mr. Glahn's competency. By the contract 
Mr. Jan de Boer was promisod an engineer 
at the expense of the Nordtntkjotd, and he 
was offered Mr. Nielson who had already 
worked for months as engineer in the 
Nordenskjold. There is nothing in the con- 
tract that authorises Jan de Boer to engage 
at the eost of the JVonUnslr/oW his own 
engineer at $150 a month. With regard to the 
$2,000 claimed for the Otoma and her voyage, 
this money has been entirely thrown away, 
as far as the Nordtnthjold is concerned. A. 
great deal has been alleged about the con- 
versations and consultations which Jan ds 
Boer held with Captain Sengstack and with 
the Russian Consul ; after Jan do Boer had 
signed the contract it became his business 
to exemito it, and he had no right to expect 
advice, directions and guidance from the 
Consul. The Otome expedition is therefore 
entirely Jan de Boer's own project And 
although the position of Nemuro may be 
little known, every body knows that the 
cold in Yeso during the winter ia excessive, 
and that it, was hopeless at that season of U» 
year to try to reach Nemuro in the Otomt. 
The loss arising from that expedition most 
therefore be borne entirely by plaintiff him- 
self. 

Mr. Dallas appeared for defendant, oounse! 
for plaintiff did not appear. 

Mr. Dallas continued his address to the 
Court on behalf of the dofonce. He said, 
there is nothing in tho contract to justify 
Jan do Boer in charging tho steamer 
NordiinHjold with his ontlay for a quantity 
of utensils, of which he stood in need 
for tho requirements of his work, and which 
have sinco remained in hia possession, and he 
consequently, on behalf of dofendant, rejects 
tho bills of Carst and of Whitfiold & Dowson. 
To sum up defendant rejects tho claim of 
$2,200 for the steam pump, tho demand for 
salary for Glahn and tho bills for utensils. 
Ho is willing to pay two months' hire for 
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i of the OUma and 



at 10 



Saturday, November 6th, 1880. 

Tho President remarked, that ho had re- 
ceived a request from Mr. Kirkwood to stop 
the steamer NnrcUmkjM, and that ho had 
therefore made the owners make a deposit 
of $12,000. He asked Mr. Kirkwood whether 
he considered that deposit sufficient to allow 
the steamer to proceed on her voyage. Mr. 
Kirkwood declared himself satisfied. 

Mr. Kirkwood resumed bis address to the 
court: — Ho said that already before his arrival 
at the place of stranding Captain Jnhansen 
had given proofs of his hostile disposition 
towards Mr. Jan de Boer, whose contract be 
wanted to set aside. As to the bonus now 
claimed by Jan de Boer he would call the 
attention of tho conrt to tho fact that accord- 
ing to the contract, if tho steamer Nordtntjold 
did not arrive in Yokohama until after 4 
months from tho commencement of the salv- 
ing operations, Jan de Boer would receive 
5 per cent, of the value of the stoamer plus 
$500 in hire per month. If then the Nor- 
dentkjold had not arrived in Yokoska until 
September he would have received for 9 
months more than $5,000. Jan de Boer 
brought Nordentkjold to Yokosuka in June, 
and as tbo object of the contraot was to 
accelerate as far as possible the salving opera- 
tions, it is clear that hia honut ought not now 
to bo less than if he brought the steamer to 
Yokosuka in September. As to the corres- 
pondence- produced by Mr. Dallas, it proved 
that Mr. Serebronikoff not less than Captain 
Johansen was from the first determined to 
hamper the movements of Mr. Jan de 
Boer and elbow him out of his contract. 
For that purpose Mr. Serebrenikoff put 
himself in correspondence with the Japan- 
ese Authorities and took care to represent 
to them every act of Jan de Boor in the 
worst light. Finally as to the question who 
gave the orders on board the Nordentk- 
joldf Both Mr. Glahn and the Japanese 
workmen say it was Mr. Jan de Boer. Cap- 
tain Johansen says that he gave the orders, 
bnt all the other evidence goes to prove 
that in this respect he has not spoken the 
truth, The court should not lose sight of the 
circumstance that all the witnesses heard in 
tli is court, with tho exception of Glahn, are 
in the servioe of tho Nordentkjold, whose 
interests they are consequently esger to 
servo. The learned counsel wound up by 
stating that according to French and British 
law, salvage is nover less than one. third of 
the value of the salved objects and not more 
than one-half : the steamer is here valued 
at $25,000, of which half is $12,500, and ono- 
third is about $8,000. The plaintiff in this 
caao claims $10,000 which therefore seems 
quite just and fair. 

At the demand of the President Mr. Kirk- 
wood specified his claim of $10,275 with 
legal interest from tho commencement of the 
lawsuit as follows. This amount of $10,275 
is composed of tho following claims : $2200 
for the stcampump, or, in case tbe court does 
not find that tho steam pomp was damaged, 
then six months hire at $200 per month, total 
$1200; further six months hire at $200 a 
month for the diving dress, total $1200; 
$250 hiro for anohor and chain ; $L198, $53 
and $27 respective amounts of Captain 
Caret's, Whitfield & Dowson'a and Mr. 
Cook's bills for implements necessary for 
salving operations ; $900 salary to Mr. Glahn, 
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the stootn-pnrap and for ttio diving dress 
•nd also $989 as necessary expenses of 
voyage, besides the ml no of lout ntenails, 
altogether $2,100. Dcfuiidout hna himsolf ! 
inodn an outlay of $1,680 for tlio salving 
operations, which amount ho domands bo I 
deducted from tho estimated valuo of the 
steamer on which bona* is to bo paid. On 
production of proper vouchers dof«ndant| 
offers, therefore, to pay to plaintiff $2,100 
plas sack amount aa the court may award 
Jan de Boer for his time and troulile in 
wiving. Aa to the execution of the contract 
on the part of Jan do Boer, it is to bo observ- 
ed, that Jan do ' oor proved unable to fnrniah 
the expenses as ho was bound by contract 
to do ; aud likewise unable to transport lain 
own necessary machinery to the place of 
stranding, from want of those boats, which 
he also by contract had bound himself to 
furnish. Both for money and for boats he 
was indebted to the assistance of Mr. Sero- 
brenikoff, who fortunately arrived on tho 
spot to watch the interests of the owners. 
Daring the progress of the work Jan de 
Boer managed to pot himself on soch terras 
with the Japan.se authorities,, thai the latter 
positively refused to have anything what- 
soever to do with him, and it was again dun 
to the opportune interposition of Sere- 
hat the work could be at all 
With regard to Captain Johati- 
sen he would observe that this rami 
is an experienced navigator of tho Arctic seas, 
chosen in Europe by the owners of the JVor- 
denikjold, and dispatched by them to Japan 
lake care of the Sor^Unekyild. 
8 moment that be and Mr. Sero- 
aasumed tho caro and direction of 
the salving operations, every thing went nn 



especially to 



smoothly. It was the proper course for Serc- 
brenikoff to take, to make the Japanese 
authorities, which were the only authorities 




only n 
with hi* grievances 
Under these circa m- 
that, unless defendant 
interfered, tho 
still be lying on 
ich. Why, Jan do Boer waa 
the Japanese authorities, he had 



to pay his workmen, and the Ne- 
mnro governor advanced ovor yen 700, which 
have later been refunded by the Russian 
Consulate. Jan de Boer has therefore no 
legal claim to any bonus mentioned in the 
contract, because he has not executed his 
part of the contract, and the defendant leaves 
it to the Court to fix such amount as it con- 
siders plaiutiff in equity entitled lo as a fair 
remuneration for time and trouble spent. 
Bat defendant decidedly object* to pay any 
interest, because long before August Inst an 
amount far superior to what can now be 
adjudged to Jan de Boer by the Court, was 
by defendant offered to plaintiff, but bv him 
flatly refused. On the other hand defendant 



The Court reservod its judgment, t 
fixed Wednesdny next, the 10th inst,, 



10 a.m., for a Hitting in which 
be examined and audited. 
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In tbi Yokohama Saibansho. 

Before Mr. Hahno Yoshinawo, Judge. 

Tveeday, Cktob'r Z-tU, 1840. 
Cobses ds Co. cs. Tbukamoto Tozabcro. 
Mr. Vontagne Kirk wood appeared for plain- 
tiffs, and Mr. Uta for defendant. 
This was an action to compel defendant to 
toko delivery of 1,000 cases of glass, and pay 



for the same together with interest, fire 
insurance, and storage up to date of taking 
delivery. The Tokio Joto Saibansho having 
reversed the judgment of the Yokohama 
Saibansho, gave judgment in favor of plain- 
tiff*, which jndgmonlthe Dnishin-in confirmed. 
But the defendant, refusing to take dolivory 
on two grounds, the Yokohama Saibansho, 
after hearing both parties, gave tho following. 

JtJDQHENT. 

The defendant refuses to take delivery of 
tho 1,000 cases of glass in question on the 
grounds that the quality is different^ f rom 
the lot marked E (the Joto Saibansho having 
ordered him to take delivery of the glass if 
the quality waa the same as a lot which he 
had previously bought marked " E ") and 
that 600 cases have been damaged by soda. 

Tho principal points to bo decided, there- 
fore, arc 1st: — Whether tho box marked " E " 
brought into court by dofondaot is actually 
one of the lot previously bought by him, and 
whether it may be taken in evidence as a sam- 
ple of said lot or not. — And 2nd : — Whether 
of tho lot of 1000 cases which plaintiff pro- 
poses to deliver to defendant, 500 oases aio 
all more or less damaged by soda or not. 

I. — Tho defendant argued that according 
to the judgment of tho Tokio Joto Saibansho 
he is ordered to take delivery of the glass if 
it is of the same quality as a lot of 500 cases 
marked " E " which he had previously taken 
delivery of, but that the glass which plaintiffs 
now proposed to deliver to him was of the 
common quality J, and greatly differed from 
the lot marked " E," and in support of his 
statement brought a case of glass into court 
marked » E." 

Bat that ease was not the sample by which 
the contract was mado. Besides it could bo 
plainly seen Uiat the box had been opened, 
and plaintiff's witness testified that tho con- 
tents could very easily have been transferred 
to it from anothor box. Not only that, but 
tho plaintiffs actually did transfer the con- 
tents of one box to another, and although 
there were some marks where the nails had 
been drawn, the contents showed no signs of 
having been reroovod. The possibility of 
transferring the contents of one box to an- 
other having therefore been shown, the court 
roles that the said box cannot be taken in 
ovidenco. 

II. — Tho dofendant then stated that of the 
1,000 oases which plaintiffs proposod to de- 
liver to him, 500 cases wore damaged by soda 
while in the ship, and were therefore un- 
saleable ao that even though his first objec- 
tion be overruled he should havo to refuse 
to tako delivery of these 500 cases. The 
plaintiffs answered to this that among those 
600 cases thoro were some which had come 
into contact with soda, but that that, as they 
were told, did not affect the glass. The 
court therefore appointed Mr. A. J. C. Oosrts, 
the director of the Yokohama laboratory, 
and adviser to the central sanitary bureau 
of the Nairausho, to examine tho glass. He 
went to the ijodowris accompanied by plain- 
tiffs and defendant, and sent in the follow- 
ing report : — 

Report No. 35 upon the contents of 
boxes with pinto glass, said to lie 
ed by carbunnte of soda, and 
question whether the carbonste of soda has 
affected tho qunlity of the glnss, nnd if sn, 
whether it would havo affected the glass at 
tho time of the arrival of the boxes at Yoko 
hnma nearly three years ago, both questions 
hciiig nuked for investigation by tho presi- 
dent of the Yokohama Saibansho. 

On tho 30th September I liavo inspected 
with tho assistant judge, Mr. Mateuoji, in 



demag- 
on the 



company with Mr. A. Russell, and the Japa- 
nese representing the defendant., in tho 
godowa of Messrs. Cornea At Co., Yokohama, 
two large lots of cases with ploto-glass, the 
one being said to be damaged by sods, the 
other lot not. 

Some of the oases, called damaged were 
reallv damaged in ao far that a crust of 
carbonate of soda was visible on the wood, 
but the greater part of the so-called 
" damaged boxes " was very little or not 
nt all affected. 

I took from each lot one sample box. From 
the damaged lot I took a very highly da- 
maged one, and opened these boxes in the 
laboratory. I found the soda even adhering 
to the straw and wood inside of the damaged 
box. 

The gloss itself, after being pat in distilled 
wator, gave a small quantity of carbonate of 

soda. 

The straw also contained carbonate of 

soda. 

From each box two glasses wore taken at 
chance j both were carefully eleansed by 
sulphnrio acid, water, alcohol and ether; the 
same way of cleaning being used for both 
tho damaged and non-damaged box. 

I found that tho two platoa taken from the 
damaged box showed aomo spots which 
cannot be removed, and which in my opinion, 

•ITS 

glaee, as it is well known that a concentrated 
solution of that alkali dissolves a little from 
the glass nnder I 

I took the glasses which 
a very much damaged box covered with a 
crust of carbonate of soda. There are, I 
ever, not many boxes damaged in so 
degree, and I am of opinion that the 
part of the so-called damaged boxes would 
not show any spots on the glass after careful 
cleansing. 

As to the question whether the glass would 
havo been spotted by the carbonate of soda, if 
it bad been taken delivery 
ftor arrival, I 
l hat the glass • 

have suffered from contact with the 
The prolonged $(ay and contact of tho glass 
and the soda, in some boxes, has caused the 
gloss to bo more or less spotted. 

For comparison 1 submit to the court with 
this report. 

1st— The box (damaged) taken at Messrs. 
Comes <k Co.'* godown. 

2nd. — The box (non-damaged) token at 
Messrs. Comes A Co.'s godown. 

3rd. — Two glosses carefully cleansed and 
taken from box No. 1, and also two | " 
carefully oleanaed from box No. 2. 

(Signed) A. J. C. QEERTS. 

Director, d/c, d>. 
Yokohama, October 3rd, 1880. 



en Dy me cai oonaus oi aoaa, ir 
sken delivery of immediately 
beg to give ss ray opinion, 
would not then or very little 
from contact with the soda. 



lit tbb Yokohama Saibansho. 

Before Nakamuba Mototoshi, Esq., Judge, 
Monday, November let, 1880. 
Fa. Rriz vi. IsxMAsrTA Matsukiobi. 
The plaintiff's petition states as follows : 
Tho merchant and watchmaker Isemasuyo 
Mataukichi in Sakaicho, with whom I have 
done business for years, and whom 1 had 
nlwaya allowed from 15 to 30 day* for tho 
I my moot of his purchases, and who in the 
beginning always regularly paid me has sud- 
denly since the middle of last year failed to 
'te his regular payments, and excuse! him- 
by saying that it was due to the gmt 
iiMof kittooUo, hut promised if I would, 
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have patience and not proas him, to com- 
pensate me by paying the customary interest. 

Altlioagh I acceded to this request the 
defendant haa from September 1879 up to 
March, 1880, not bought anything from me, 
hnt purchased from other people, and even 
two purchase* in March 1880, were not for 
himself, but made hy a merchant from Osaka 
whom he merely accompanied as a friend, 
and to whom I sold only for cash, 

At that time I remonstrated with defou- 
it was impossible for me to wait 
for my money so long, and that I was 
to demand prompt paymont, espo- 
he was buying in other places 
me wait for my monoy. Ho 
me that he was aware that he was 
y, but that he would pay me the 
pay off his debt as 





15th of Juno last I calculated the 
s same in the pass- 
book: wbioh is always in defendant's pos- 
session, and in whioh all his purchases 
and payments are entered. To this ho made 
no objection whatsoever and promised to 
pay on his old account as quickly as possible. 
On the 2nd of August he made the laat 
i of 1250.—, and from that day forth 
sent to him every week to demand 
of tho interest. But he kopt me 
week to week, eomotimes under the 
i that he was ooming to my place to 
when ho would set" 
under the 

of being away on a jonrney, and at last at 
the end of laat week under the pre 
all the Yokohama dealers had agreed not to 
make any purchases during 10 days, but that 
after the expiration of those 10 days he 
would oo me to make new purchases and 
settle the interest. 

Then being tired of waiting I notified him 
that the purchasing of new goods bad noth- 
ing to do with the settling of old debts, and 
that if he did not pay me at once I should 
have to sue him. Then for the fint time he 
word that he was not going to pay 



It is an old 
is a matter of 



ithin the fixed*' time," the inter* 

At til A t> pt&00 ED QS t ^)f\tc] 

beg to hand you enclosed my 
current with tho defondant closed 
on tho 2nd of August 1880, and showing a 
balanoe in my favor on that date of $221.08. 

And I pray that judgmont be givon com- 
palling defendant to pay that amount besides 
coats and to give me snch further relief aa 
the case may require. 

The defendant in his answer states, 
That he had done business with plaintiff 
since 1875, and that he had always had cre- 
dit of 20, 30, 50 days, and even -5 months. 

That he had never promised to pay plain- 
tiff interest, and that when a servant of 
plaintiff's had come to demand such payment 
he had sent back tho amount and peremptori- 
ly refused. And that in fact plaintiff's goods 
were dearer than and inferior to other people's, 
which was another reason of hie not having 
any right to as* interest. 

That the plaintiff bad suddenly taken it 
into his head to demand interest, bocauso 
defendant had coascd buying from him. 

Mr. Reti appeared in person, nnd tho de- 
fendant was represented by Mr. Kawamura 
Saboro. 

Mr. Rets being asked whether he had any- 
thing to state in reply to defendant's answer, 



I object to defendant's statement that I 
ever gave him more than 80 days credit. 
My transactions with him were cash tran- 
sactions ; i.e., payable within 30 dnys. 

To tho defendant's assertion that I only 
domand the interest becaune he has ceased 
baying from me I meroly answer that he is 
perfectly at liberty, and justified in buying 
where he can do brat. 

In the pass-book which is always in tho 
defendant's possession, I entered interest up 
to June lotn, 1880, and again afterwards 
up to. August 2nd, 1880. That pass- 
book is now in the defendant's bands, 
and ho muat have it. The defendant never 
objected to tho entry on the 15th June, bnt 
promised to pay. 

Other Japanese merchants who buy from 
me are very glad to pay mo interest at l 0 , 1 ,, 
per month if thoy are unablo to pay within 
30 dnys, becanso the interest among them- 
selves is much higher. 

I have often told defendant that bills 
must be paid within 30 days. 

Mr. Rotx then called his banto Uchiyama 
Knnizo, who corroborated his master'a 
statement as to tho defendant's having pro- 
mised to pay tho interest. That tho defendant 
knew very well that bills had to be paid 
within 30 days, and that he himself had 
returned the pass-book to defendant. Mr. 
Retz's watchmaker, Nakanishi Shojiro, 
stated that 30 days was the longest time 
given to purchasers without interest, and 
that the defendant had asked that the 
interest be taken off but had not entirely 
refused to pay it at firat. 

This closing plaintiffs case 
attorney said that ho had not 
to say, as all that oould bo said had been 
put in his answer to the petition. 

He objected to the evidence of the two 
witnesses being taken aa they were both in 
plaintiffs employ, and said that it was not 
true that the pass-book was now in defen- 
dant's possossion. And that if Mr. Rats on 
the 15th June had mado an entry of the 
amount of interest in the pass-book the defen- 
dant knew nothing about it, as he oould not 
read English. 

Judgment reserved. 

The above report does not show how much 
of tho glass of thoae 500 cases is actually 
by contact with soda, but it clear- 
ly states that some of tho glass itself has been 
spotted by such contact Besides Mr. Geerta 
does not state for a certainty that if the glass 
had been taken delivery of 3 years ago there 
would have been no damago whatsoever to 
tho glaaa. 

Tho court therefore decides : 

That the dofandant'a firat objection, 
that the glass is -not like that previously 
taken delivery of by him, cannot be sustain- 
ed, because thore exists no samplo to prove 
this. Bnt that his second objection moat be 
sustained in so far as he cannot be forced to 
take delivery of glass spotted by soda. 

The plaintiffs and dofendant shall there- 
fore together oxamino tho lot and tho dofen- 
dant shall take delivery according to the 
ruling of the Joto Saibansho, of all cases tho 
contents of whioh are not affected by the 
contact with soda, leaving behind Buoh cases 
in which the glass, though it be only ono 
plate, is affected by tho contact with soda. 

Tho defendnnt is further ordered to pay 
insurance, storage, &c. up to the day of his 
taking delivery. 

YOKOHAMA SAIBANSHO. 

October, 26th 1880. 



Wedneeday, November lOtt, 1880. 

This was a claim to compel defendant to 
pay interest on a balance now paid but lately 
over due for purchases made by him. 

Mr. Rets appeared in person. The defen- 
dant waa represented by Mr. Kawamura 
Saboro. 

To-day the court gave the following :— 

JCDOMEVT. 
The principal points in this cause are, 
l.-Did the defendant deal with plaintiff 
knowing that it waa the rule in plaintiffs 
store that intereet should be paid on any sum 
lich was not paid within 30 days from tbe 
date of purchase. 

2 -On what date did plaintiff for the first 
time demand of the defendant that be should 
pay the amount of hia indebtedness. 

Regarding the first queation the plaintiff 
states that it waa the rule in hia store to give 
some purchasers 30 days credit, bnt that 
after the expiration of that time they were 
obliged to pay him interest at tho rate of 1 
per cent, per month if the i 



he defendant however denying all : 
ledge of auoh a rule, tbe court eann 
the statement of plaintiff alone as a i 

of fact. 

Regarding tho second queation, the laws 
of this country provide that in caso no 
intereet is stipulated, the debtor is obliged, if 
payment is due, to pay interest at tbe rate of 
6 per cent, per annum commencing from the 
day when payment was first demanded of him. 

Now as in the present case there is no 
proof that any time for payment waa fixed it 
would seem proper that the defendant should 
have paid on the day when he bought tbe 
goods, but here the plaintiff has admitted 
that he had given defendant 30 days credit 

Allowing therefore that plaintiff to oblige 
defondant gave him 30 days eredit, and that 
therefore the 31st day from the date of the 
purchase was the day on whioh payment 
should have been made, still, according to the 
law as above quoted, the plaintiff would not 
be justified in at once claiming intereet from 
that day, because suoh inU 
commence until from tbe day on ' 
ment haa been demanded. 

Thua the defendant'a obligation to pay 
intereet does not commence 30 days after the 
purchase was made, but from the time when 
paymont was first demanded of bin). 

Now as to the day when payment waa first 
demanded of defendant the pli " 
that on June 15th of this year he i 
amount of interest in defendant's 
and sent it to him together with an aoooent 
current in whioh the interest was also 
charged. 

In reply to this the defendant aays that it 
was trne that on or about the date mentioned 
by plaintiff the pass-book and what might 
have been an account current were sent to 
him, but that aa he could not read English 
he did not know whether interest was charged 
or not. That he had at once returned both 
the pass-book and what might have been an 
account current, and had subsequently paid 
his original indebtedness only. 

That afterwards on October 4th he had 
quito unexpectedly been requested to pay 
interest, which however he hail refused to do, 
as ho saw no reason why he should. 

The plaintiff hero statod that it was not 
true that tho pass-book had been returned by 
defendant. Now there is no proof to sho* 
whoso statement in regard to this matter is 
tree, but tbe defendant admits haying on the 
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15th of Jane received from the plaintiff the 
pass-book and what might hnve been an 
account current, which However ho had re- 
turned as the/ were written in English and 
unintelligible to him. And as be admits that 
in dealing with plaintiff he used a pass-book 
in which the entries were made in English, 
he cannot only in regard to tho entry of the 
15th of June deny his responsibility. For if 
he did not read English ho oould have asked 
plaintiff for an account written in Japanese, 
or oould have had it translated ; neither of 
which he did. It is therefore solely defen- 
daut's fault if he did not make himself 
acquainted with the entry in the pass-book, 
which plaintiff states to hare been the 
amount of interest up to that date, and can 
have no effect on plaintiff. 

Wherefore tho Court takes it for granted 
that the pass-book and account current sent 
to 




charged, 

which he 



on Juno 15th had 
Axes that day as tho first on 
he was requested to pay principal and 
interest. 

And the Court therefore orders defendant 
to pay interest at the rate of C per cent, per 
annum from the 15th of June np to their 
respective dates of payment on all amounts 
which on that day had rnn over 30 days. 

YOKOHAMA SAIBANSHO. 
November 10th, 1880. 



br H. B. M.'s Coubt for Jarix. 



T. 



Judge, 



November 9<a, 1880. 

I Lirr ve. the Chartered Mercantile 
Bank of India, London and China. 

This was a claim for $251.44. 



tafmh Dece^r^ 

to collect for him in New York from Messrs. 




a draft for $1863.51 
January 1879 another 
The drawees were to be 
of 6% and tbe defendants 
of 1% for collecting. The 
ever, on the 23rd April 1879 
only 91795 leaving $25.44 
, and have refused to pay 



paid to plaintiff 
unaccounted for, 
the $251.44 

dismissed. Mr. Lowder appeared for plain, 
tiff, Mr.Masfen, manager of the Unk. for de- 
fendants. Mr. Lowder said that the whole 
point of issue was whether the Bank after 
receiving instructions from his client were 
justified in exercising their discretion in 
collecting a less amount than inatrnctod. He 
would now call plaintiff. 

Mr. Montague Levy was sworn and 
said:— In December 1878 1 wrote to de- 
fendant and requested him to collect a draft 
of $1863.51 from Bloom and Brown in New 
York. I instructed plaintiff to collect the 
amount at the current rate of date. (Copy 
of letter produced.) These are my instruc- 
tions. (Dofondant admitted the instructions.) 
In January 1^79 I wont to the bank 
and instructed them to collect a second draft 
for $182.93 (copy of lotter produced) This is 
a copy of the instructions handed by mo to 
the Bank (admitted by defendant). In the 
month of April Mr. Masfen sent me a cheque 
for $1,795 in payment of my bills. Before 
this payment took place I had on tho 
4th March written to tbe Bank sending them 
i !ie ■•'lipping documents with order to hand 
them to Bloom and Brown if they refused to 



accept but which letter oould not possibly 
have reached the Bank's agent in New York 
before the Bank had compromised to receive 
a less amount than the hill mentioned. The 
next letter I received from Mr. Masfen is 
dated the 8th Jnly, 1879, in which be gives 
his agent's reasons for compromising with 
Messrs. Bloom and Brown. I replied on the 
following day that the explanation was not 
satisfactory. In October 1879, I left Yoko- 
hama, and returned in May 1880 when I 
went to tbe Bank to make inquiries about 
this matter, they told me that thoy had a 
small balance of $14 and odd cents for me. 

Mr. Masfen, manager of the Charter- 
ed Mercantile Hank in Yokohama, sworn 



left in October last year and shortly 
renpondenoe between myself and my 
few York came to an end. I sent all 
the papers and copies of correspondence to the 
office in Hongkong, when the Yokohama 
branch of tho bank was closed in January 



after 
agent in New York 



380. I myself left Yokohama in May^nd 
retnrned in September. I have written to 
New York for information which I have now 
received. The whole difference between us 
and Mr. Levy is whether our agent in New 
York was justified in receiving payment in 
United States dollars instead of Mexican 
dollars. (Current account from the agent in 
New York produced.) Mr. Levy had drawn 
his bills in Mexican dollars, but payment in 
Mexican dollars was refused by the drawee, 
and to save expense our agent accepted pay- 
ment in United States gold dollars, whioh en- 
tailed a loss. But we claim that Mr. Levy's 
letter of the 4th March, 1879, instructing us 
in case of non acceptance of the bills not to 
make protest but to hand over tbe 
documents to Bloom and Brown i 
us in doing so. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Lowder :— I oould 
say whether our agent in New York 
he compromised the matter was already 
of Mr. Levy's instructions of 



To the Court:— Our agent accepted pay- 
in United States gold dollars. It is 
usual to accept payment in the current coin 
of that country where tbe payment is made. 
Tbe facta are not disputed, tbe whole ques- 
tion is whether our agent, under Mr. Levy's 
letter of 4th March, 1879, was justified in 
giving up tho documents against a less 
amount than their nominal value. Apart of 
the agreement between plaintiff and ourselves 
tho Bank would have been liable for not col- 
lecting the amount of the bill in Mexican 
dollars. The .'drafts were not accepted by 
Messrs. Bloom A Brown, they were paid 
without acceptance, they were taken up at 
once under a rebate of 6 per cent. 

Mr. Lowder insisted that tbe letter of the 
4th March, simply confirmed the earlier 
instructions given by Mr. Levy, nothing is 
said about receiving less than the amount 
mentioned in the drafts. There has been a 
gross neglect on tbe part of the Now York 
agent in making tho collection. 



INQUEST. 



An inquiry was held yesterdsy afternoon 
(5th instant) at tho United States Consulate 
General before Geo. E. Rice, Esq., Acting Con- 
sul-General, and Messrs. Spooner and H irman, 
assessors, into tho circumstances attending the 
death of Thomas Seon, of No. 61, Yokohama. 

Ur. Stuart Eldridge said :-I was called 
about 12 noon to see Mr. Seon, whom tbe 




messenger said was dying. 1 1 
on my arrival. All 
could be, with the assistance of Dr. Buckle 
who came in shortly aftor, but he never rallied 
and died after three quarters of an hour. The 
cause of death was a double shot wound, 
apparently inflicted by a bulky loud of shot 
at short range. One load penetrated the left 
rards and upwards, and lodged about 




thigh, inwards 

tho bladder. The second entered the right groin, 
passed upwards snd back wards si id out at the 
buttock. The wound just spoken of serered the 
femoral artery and was the immediate cause of 
desth. A Japanese boy showed me the barrels 
of a doublo barrelled shot gun in the blacksmith's 
shop, where thoaci 
wss lying by his I 

not moved a single stop after I he a 
In fact tho injuries were such that it was im- 
possible for him to have taken n single step 
away from it, as both thighs w 
The wounds arc evidently from I 
charges, and could not have res 
ncously. I picked some shot out of the door 
wss evidently freshly deposited there. I 
say the shot I picked out from the door 
luck shot of rather large site. The 
man rallied sufficiently, under an 
of brandy, to motion me not to 
as I was examining the wounds. 
Mr. W. B. Bennett, sworn, said :-A few 
minutes before twelve o'clock, I was passing 
slong the side street by the Oriental Bank, I 
a lady in distress snd pulled up, but 
I could get to her she psssed into s 
snd Mr, Kilgour beckoned me to go in 
and I went into the shop belonging to deceased 
snd found deeessed lying on his back gasping, 
unable to speak though his eyes showed 

along with a Mr. 
questing tbe latter 
I rushed off to see if I could find s i 
started, boy 
tor Bldridge returned in a few minutes. I 
did not see ths gun. 

Mr. James Johnston, sworn, said:-I had 
to call at Mr. EJgours house a few 
before twelve, and as I entered, I 
s lady calling for assistance to some one 
to go to her husband. She stated that ho had 
met with an accident. Mr. Kilgour cams into 
the store at tbe time and some one suggested 

wastst* ssO % h Q 1*1^5 sfOX* O dOC^01* fl X was 4 as 

h?r° t^nmsiu^ttM *" " ' 



'"I 





was lying 
tbe wall iu front of the 
afterwards saw Mr. Seon while he 
alive, in the presence of the 
was quite unconscious. When I 
second time I ssw the gun; it 
the back of the forge, 
ing thrown it into a 
Mr. Edwin Kilgour, 



his head 
forge. I 
was still 
ho 
ho 
at 



in ; it wss lying at 
one evidently hav- 



came running into my plat 
twelve iu a very excited state, and ss 
Tom had shot himself, and asked me to 
Doctor Eldridge, which I did. When 1 1 
I did not go into the blacksmith's shop 
I see the deceased. 

Sckichi, a Japanese, said :— I wss a 
vant in the employ of the deceased. About half- 
pnst eleven this morning I was making some 
iron u?t work. Two other Jspanese were in 
the shop. The deceased was heating the barrels 
of a shot gun. The stock had h~ -n removed. 
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the position of the decerned when he put the 
weapon in the fire, indicating that he stood in 
front and held it with hit left hand). I was 
on the left of the deceased and the other work- 
men on hi* right. The gnu when lying in the 
fire pointed towards the door. When the gun 
leceased requested me to go next 
, auu I went to No. 61 where they 
edicine and told the master that ray 
er was wounded by u gun and to please 
I then returned to the shop, and saw 
the gun still lying on the forge. There wen- 
two reports ..-n quick succession. I did not 
know when the gun was brought to Mr. Scon 
and saw it to-day for the first time. 

Mr. John Burdia, ship's carpenter, at pre- 
sent residing in 

—I was walking towards the French 
about a quarter to twelve and 
I heard tho report of a gun. I 
within a fow yards of Mr. Scon's 
seeing some people running to the 
shop, I went myself into the bluck- 
smith's shop and saw Mr. Soon lying on the 
broad of his bark. Dr. Eldridgo had just 
arrived. I got hold of deceased's shoulders 
and he looked at me and shook his head twice. 
Dr. Kldridge asked me to feel under his back 
and see if there were any more wounds, but 
I found none. I saw the gun. It was lyiug on 
a small hand forge. Tho barrels wore a little 
warm. I saw the gun yostorday, and told Scon 
to leave old guns alono 
Mr. LouU Blecas, a 
Tho gentleman who owns the gun by whirh de- 
sed osme to bis death is in tho employ of 
> proprietor of a French hotel in Tokio. I 
aw the gun. It belongs to Mr. Seguiu 
of No. 38, Tsukiji. Tokio. Five months 
ago the gun was in my charge until 
twelve or thirteen days ago, when Seguin took 
it away. The guo was given to mo for 
tho purpose of being repaired. About twelve 
days since Seguin askod me for the gun 
and I would not give it until I was paid for 
the trouble I had been to. The owner of the 
i a complaint to the French consul 



my refusing to give up the gun, and tho 
me and I told him that I want- 



1 sent for 

ed §8.00 to repay me for my trouble, and for 
the danger I had been in owing to the gun ; 

i consul ordered me to re- ' 
i it. The owner of the gun told me it ws* 
he gave it to roe. I told the 
1 that the gun was loaded and it was no 
use my trying to get the charges out as they 
had been in so long and there was no ramrod 
to get them out with. I gave the gun to a 
int from the French Consulate, 
in the consulate and beard me 
i that the gun wo* loaded. 

Japanese, aaid that he was a 
i in tho employ of the deceased from 
the first of this month and corroborated 

i given by the previous Japanese wit- 



Tokio. Mr. Seon was at the auction. It 
a long time ngo that the auction took 
place, and when I took the gun to Mr. 8eon, 
I said, this is tho gun I bought at auctiou. 
The gun was very dirty ; it h»d no ramrod and 
no nipples. I asked Mr. Seou to repair it, 
put in new nipples aud an iron ramrod. I told 
him the gun was very dirty, and of very little 
value, and I did not want to spend money for 
it ; he said he would it do as reasonably as pos- 
sible and showed me his book to show what he 
hud charged others. Ho *»id that he had done 
some at a dollar, that mine would cost a little 
more as there was something in it that ho 
to extract. He gouged the barrels 
a piece of iron and said there was some- 
thing in them and said that he would put it 
in good order or would buy it for five dollars. 
I said I would sell it for seven ; deceased would 
not take it for seven dollars but after the 
work was done would tell what he would giro 
and send it to me on Monday. He aaked me 
at the same time to find out the painter who 
had put some asbestos paint on the root of a 
house in Tokio, and I was to tell him to go 
and scrape the flag stuff at Dr. Faulds. I told 
deceased that the gun was loaded but did not 
know what with, as 1 bought it so at auction ; 
deceased replied that it was hie trade and he 
knew what to do. I always thought the gun 
was loaded and that deceased understood about 
it. I told him that I thought it was loaded, 
end he replied that he knew all about it. I 
wanted to give it to a Chinaman in the creek 
to be repaired, but be charged so much and 
the nipple* he wanted to put on were bad, so 
I thought it was better to give it to Seon. 

Fisnise. 

We, the Jury, find from tho ovidonco that 
tho deceased came to his death at about noon 
on the 5th instant from wounds recoived from 
tho accidental discharge of a shot gun he 
in tho act of repairing. 

F. C. Sroomm. 
Cms. D. Hauuv. 

Approved 

Gso. K. Bice, 

Vice OonruUOeneral. 



November 6th, 1880. 



SOME FACTS ABOUT TEE TEA TRADE 
OF AMERICA. 



The hearing was adjourned until to-day for 
the purpose of obtaining the evidence of Mr. 



Mr. 
I am 

Tokio. 



November 6th, 10 
Seguin being duly 



a.m. 

sworn said : — 
a French citison residing ul 33 Tsukiji, 
my consul of 



( Hiogo Ntvtt. ) 
The estimated deliveries of all kinds of 
Tea in the United States, for the year ending 
the July Slat, 1880, was 73,000,000 lbs. This 
was a large increase on tho deliveries of tho 
previous yoar, which amounted to about 
60,000,000 lbs., and the estimate for 1860 is 
probably, therefore, an exaggerated one. 

Now tho following are the figure* for the 
presented season's supply, vix : — 

Conjeus— lbs. 
Shipped up to Oct. 1st, 



Oofc«}»— lb*. 

Shipped up to Oct. 1st, 

18SO 8,822,500 

Stock in Atnoj Out. 1st. 

1880 6,400,000 

To arrive after Oct 1st, 

18S0.,, 

T*ot&l •>»■•■•*■•■• 
Lea* required for Europe 1,000,009 

Available for America ...18,1*2,500 14.704.878 lbs. 

Qrmu — 

Shipped up to Oct. 1st, 

1880 

Stock in Shanghai. Oct. 

Irt* 1880 * 

The axrivo after Oct. 

1st, 1880 7,»00,000 

Total 19,732,800 

Less required for Europe 3,500,000 

Available for America.. .18,382,800 15.849.771 lbs. 

/afKUU — 
Probable export of the 
season 38,000,000 88,078, 717 lbs. 

Total supply of Teas for 
America 80,355,800 71,464,^91 lbs. 

It seems pretty clear from these figures 
that tho United States will get 80,000,000 
lbs. of all kinds of Tea this season. It is most 
unlikoly that any snch quantity of Tea will 
be required there, and a very low range of 
prices is apparently inevitable. 

It is therefore not surprising that prices 
havo declined here and in China, and those 
who can see nothing in this decline but the 
" greed of foreigners " bad better consider 
the facts herein presented to their view. 
With supplies as large as they are now 
known to be, those who hold for high price* 
in Japan, and those who pay high prices, wiil 
probably find themselves uupleanantly dis- 
appointed before the season is over. 



I have just been told by 
the death of Mr. Seon and to go to the 
United States Consulate ns quickly as possible. 
1 recognize the gun now shown mo ; it is mine. 
I have been acquainted with Mr. Seon for a 
long time. I said to Mr. Seon tho day before 
yesterday at about half-past nine in the morn- 
ing, horo is a gun that I bought for 75 cents, 
together with two swords st Mr. Clstsud's islet 



To go forward, say 
Total. 



Ajrnir.st. 
lastyoar. 
3.442,300 lb 



Varicnu Teat — 

Shipped up to Oct. 

1880 

To go forward, say 



1st, 



30,1.00 



Total 8,000,000 2,880,500 lbs. 



EXTRAORDINARY PROCEEDINGS IS 
HONGKONG 8UPREUE COURT. 

The Hongkong papers contain s report of a 
speech by the Registrar in Bankruptcy, Mr. 
Gibbons, which is perhaps the most extra- 
ordinary address ever heard in a British Court, 
and which points to only one relief,— that 
either the Chief Justice or the Registrar must 
go home. It will certainly never do to hare 
the Supremo Court of an Snglish Colooy the 
scene of personal quarrels, vindictiveness, and 
scandal between two of the highest officials. 
On the afternoon of the 21st October, a Dum- 
ber of bankruptcy and probate cases, which 
had been lying over for several day*, were to 
come on before the Chief Justice, Sir John 
Smale. At the hour fixed for the proceeding* 
the Chief Justice was in his room, and th« 
Registrar was in Court. The Chief Justict 
sent for the Registrar to attend in Chambers, 
and tho Registrar refused to do so, as he heU 
that the cases should he heard in open Court. 
A second message wss sent to the effect that 
the Chief Justice was waiting for tho Registrar, 
but tho latter declined to attend, and he then 
delivered the following speech to the reporters 
present in Court : 

Tho Registrar, asking if any reporter was 
present, and the Reporter of the China Had 
answering in the affirmative, proceeded: — 1 
deairo wbat 1 havo just said to be known, 
publicly. 1 havo boen waiting here now fer 
half-sn-hour, and if the Chief Justice does not 
choose to attend to them, tbon these matters, 
which bare been lying over now for three days 
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ead tre all of a pressing nature, matt lie oyer 
again, because the Chief Juttice thinka that 
when I go into hit Chamber* he can keep the 
Preaa out and intuit me there with impunity, 
and I don't choose to do it. The latt time I 
attended in chamber! he ordered me out. Aftor 
that I ehould be wanting in self-respect if I 
attended again. It ii no part of my duty to 
attend in Chamber*, either aa Master of the 
Court, aa Official Aaaignee, or aa Regiatrar. I 
don't chooae to allow my office to be made 
into the offlce of Judge'* clerk. I wiah that 
to go forth to the public. I have laid a com- 
plaint before Ihe Governor, and the Governor 
baa not yet taken any notice of my complaint. 
Whother he will or not I dou't know. I have 
silted to have the matter referred to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, becauae I 
think my treatment here hat become a public 
■caudal, and I think that the business of the 
public ia entirely neglected, and I think that 
tho office it falling into a atate of confuaion, 
almost at bad aa that from which I rescued it. 
I am forbiden to write to the paper* ; I am 
not forbidden to utter my sentiments, and I 
only desire now to make a public utterance. I 
have been six months in the Colony ; I believe 
I have worked aa hard as any man, and 1 have 
put thing* aa straight nt it it poatiblo for any 
man lo put them : but I have never had ray 
duties defined in any way, and I do not to 
this day know what fees are properly leviable 
in respect of the business done in this Court. 
I h8\e looked through nil tho scale* of fee*, 
have examined them carefully, and I do not 
find one of the scale* applicable to the present 
state of things. I say that that is entirely 
due to the neglect of tho Chief Justice, by 
whom only, acting with the Executive, can a 
acele of fee* be imposed. Thst man haa, aince 
1861, neglected hia duty in this matter of the 
scale of fee*. I have addressed the Governor on 
the subject; nothing yet has been done. In 
the matter of Ng Akin, a bankrupt, I can do 
nothing. The Chief Justice will net sign the 
paper*. A creditor*' assignee wat chosen, but 
I can do nothing. The Chief Juttice layt I 
ought to hand him the paper*. I tay I am 
not hia clerk. I am not hit servant. I decline 
to do that which it no part of my duty. I de- 
clined havs anything to do with that bank- 
ruptcy because I boliored it hat to do with the 
keeping of brothels. An official assignee was 
appointed, and the Chief Justice will not sign 
the papers unless I hand them to him per- 
sonally. If that is a good reason all well and 
good. I don't think it is a good reason. As 
• solicitor I say it is a very bad one. I believe 
my experience is at great aa that of any one 
in this Court, both as judicial officer and as a 
practising barrister. I wa* Chief Judicial 
Officer of the City of London for several years, 
and I aay that in my opinion the Chief Juttice 
it doing what he ought not to do. These arc 
to mter* which concern the public moro than 
th«v concern »ie. because I am utterly in- 
different whether 1 Iconp the position or not. If 
the Governor would only furnish me with the 
meant to go home. I thould go borne to- 
morrow, so sick am I of being here. I have 
experienced treatment since I have been here 
such as no official in my position would ever 
slsnd. arid such a* no official hns ever been 
subjected to before. If I had not been the 
mildest of men I might have been forced into 
doing something which I dare not contemplate. 

C .Uing the Umlior of tho Court, Mr. Stock- 
hausen, the Registrar tbeu asked him to as- 
certain from Mr. Mossop whether the Judge 
was coming. If the Chief Jnstice, he sdded, 
•li/es tut J > hi* duty, [ will do mine to far as 
in me lies. My duly is to attend in Court, 



Stockhausen left to interview Mr. 



and I will attend io Court but I will not in 
Chamber*. 

Mr. Si 
Mossop. 

The Registrar ; Aa to ths matter of Son Sni 
Suen, I hare rendered an account of all the 
moneys received. He may attend in Chambers 
if he to chooses ; I will not. I say, and I wish 
it to be understood, that my duty ia not to 
attend in Chambers. If it were my duty, I 
would attend, but I do not attend because I 
have been insulted on every occasion I have 
attended, and I don't chooae to be insulted 
unless I have the protection of the Prets. I 
am very lorry for Son Lui 8uen, but I cannot 
help it. I believo the only safeguard tho 
public haa is the Press. The Law hat 
been administered here tines I came here 
in a way I never aaw it adminiatered 
elsewhere. Matter* are takon in Chamber* in 
secret which ought to be taken in public. I 
don't choose to be a party to anything of the 
kind. Whother I am ia a high position or a 
low one, I am simply guided by one principle, 
and that is to maintain the integrity of the 
Law aa I understand it. It ia now ten minutes 
to four o'clock. I thall ttay here till four. 
One of the cases tho Chief Justice wantt to 
take in private ia the case of the adjudication 
iu bankruptcy of Huftam which of all things 
ought to bo taken in public, — proceedings 
againat a man under sentence of penal eervilude. 
If there be anything that ought to be takon in 
public, that it one. It it particularly a case, if 
anything is to be taken in public, which thould 
not bo heard in Chamber*. 

Mr, Stockhauten now returned with a mes- 
sage to tho effect that, as the Registrar refuted 
to attend now, the business in probato and in 
bankruptcy would stand over till to-morrow, 
aftsr the Criminal Session*. 

Tho Registrar ; So be it. The butinsst will 
be held in open Court. 1 sm not to attend the 
Chief Justice where he can intuit me with im- 
punity : I am not to tee my position degraded. 
I may brook a private insult, but the insolts that 
have been offered to me by the Chief Justice are 
insults to my official position which I will not 
besr. I wish that to be distinctly understood. He 
may intuit me privately, the Chief Jnttioe or 
any body else, and I could brook it and forget 
it, but an inault to my position I sm bound to 
resent. The position I hold it • sacred trust 
and I will uphold its dignity. They msy say I 
am vindictive. I am in that respect. I am jealous 
of the integrity of the law. I have followed the 
honorable profession of the law for twenty-five 
years now, and I never had an insioustion 
against me, either ss judge or barrister, and I 
mutt aay I am not now disposed at my sge to 
have my position degrsded in my per- 
son on my coming to sn outside place like 
Hongkong. I with that that may go forth 
over the length and breadth of the Colony, 
amall at it it, if it go no further. 

The Regittrar then bundled up the papers 
which had been given him by Mr. Stockhauten, 
and remarking that they were not all there and 
that they really nover ought to have been out 
of hie possession, left the Court, and this edify 
ing spectacle came to a close. — Chiru 
Mail 



SHANGHAI. 

(N-.O. Daily Newt.) 

Tho P. A O. S. N. Co.'s steamship Kiaam, 
which loft on Friday, took the following silk : 
—For London, 385 bales j Lyons, 90 ; Venice, 
92 ; Milan, 7 ; Bombay, 252 ; total, 826 bales ; 
and 27 bales of waste silk for Loudon, and 
26 for Bombay. 

The s.s. Btngloe, which was to leave this 

morning (October 30tb) for New York viA 
Atcoy, received on board 1,890 tooa of lea, 
110 tons of straw braid and 800 bales of cot- 
ton ; tbe last named for Amoy. ' 

We hear that the China Meronanta' Com- 
pany's steamer Yehrin leaves this morning 
(3rd inat.) for Nanking, from which place, 
it ia understood, she takes a cargo of military 
stores to Chofoo. 



Captain Basset, of the C. M. 8. N. Co.'s 
samer Kiangkutan, informs ns thnt 1,800 
moro troops had left Hankow for the north 
on the 30th ult, by tbe steamers Hanheang, 
Hatan and Tungeking, leaving 3,200 behind. 
Ho also states that the Fairway Buoy at tho 
Laosban crossing is almost sunk. 

The St. Petersburg correspondent of the 
JPi'ner Abtnpott states that military precau- 
tions are still being taken for the oventaality 
of war with China. From 10.000 to 12,000 
men are being concentrated in Kuldja district 
nnder command of General Knlakoftski. An 
army, equal in number, is under command of 
General AbramoS, in Kbokand, on the 
frontier of Kashgar. General 
lately inspected these troops, bo 
returned to Tashkend. The 

tho above-mentioned districts are said to 



be favourably disposed i 
oVUti hostile to the 0hin©*3© in co o poo q o d co of 
the crael treatment oxporionood i%t tho hands 
of tbe latter. The Russian Government is 
so sure of tbe fidelityof the Mussulmans that 
they bare released Kaared Din, ex-Khan of 
Khokand, who was relegated to tbe town of 
Nijni-Norgorod. 

(Shanghai Mercury.) 

Wlabivostoci. — We hear that every pre- 
paration is being made for war. Fresh forti- 
fications a 
dents at 
inevitable. 



trial trip of tbe steamer 

Hokohi-maru took place at Nakatso, Bmen, 
on tho 2nd Nov. This vessel was built for 
tho Sonio-kaisha by Messrs. E. C. Kirby A 
Co. at the Kobo Ironworks, aud hns given 
it satisfaction to the owners. The Hokolcu 




war is 



From Tientsin we hear that General Pao- 
chao arrived per Pautah ; and by the same 
steamer, the Chinese say, Li Hnng-ohang 
haa received a despatch from the Marqness 
Tsfing to the effect that everything ia settled ; 
the indemnity is Tls. 2,000,000 for Knldja ; 
and instead of 18 artioles there are only 
fifteen. In Peking, tbe Chinoso say, six- 
tenths are for peace, and four-tenths for ' 



(Shanghai Courier. ) 
We understand that while the TJ. S. 8 
in harbour at Chefoo 
of tbe officers of the ship attended a 
cricket match, and whilat returning through 
the city to their ship, they were stoned by 
some jnnior mombora of the populace with 
cobble stones. Tho officer* discreetly ascrib- 
ed this demonstration to childishness, and 
remained only long enongh o" I !ie scene to 



by tho 



show that they were not at all disconcerted 
of their assailant* 
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On Thursday night the island of Takaaima 
was the scene of a disgraceful riot amongst 
the native miners. Groat anxiety and excite- 
ment prevailed here early on Friday morning, 
owing to the alarming tono of tho reports 
which arrived, but it wan, however, of short 
deration, as it turned out that they were 
considerably exaggerated. Assurances of its 
termination were brought about eleven a.m., 
when it was ascertained that all the foreign- 
ers wore safo, and that part of the machinery! 
was again working. Sovoral houses and 
offices were destroyed, and considerable 
damage was done by fire to some of the 
engine* and houses connected with No. 1 pit, 
which, we believe, will take throe weeks to 
repair. We are glad to learn that the under- 
ground workings of both mines are entirely 
intact, and that No. 2 pit is again 
full out-pot— R. 8. N. Exprttt. 



]'«.- 



giving 



.Shipping. 



abrivals. 

Oot, 80, Gar. barq. Black Diamond, Baade, 460. from 

Nagasaki, Coals, to P. Botim. 
Oct. 31, Brit. Mr. Swndo, Reeves, 1,704, from Hour- 

kong, via Nagasaki and Kobe, Mails and C?oiier*l, 

to P. 4 O. Co. 
Nov. 1, Danish soar. Hrieno, Ewarts. 60, from Kurito 

Islands, 68 Skins, to Captain. 
Nov. 2, Jap. sir. IFaKanc'ura-Marw, Christensea 

1,800, from Kube, Mails and Gtmoral, to M. H. M 

S. a Oo. 

Not. », Jsp. str. Traraga-Meru, Btendman, 661, from 

Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. M. S. & Co. 
Nov. a, Am. sobr. Otssoe, Isaoos, iU, from Kuril* 

Islands, Skins, to 11. Cook. 
Not. 3, Am. sohr. AUmandfr, Carlsoo, 68, from Kuril* 

Islands, 1,100 Skins, to J. E Cullyor. 
Not. B, An. barq. *rsd. P. LiUMrid. 8pnlding, 

1,083, from Newcastle, N.S.W., Coals, to Walsh, 

Ball * Co. 

Nov. 6, Jsp. str. Kiuihiu llaru, Davison, 660, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. M. 8. h. Co 

Nov. 6, Bus. str. Courier, Cooper, 491, from Kobe, 
General, to Walsh, Hall A Co. 

Nov. 6, Froh. str. Volga, Qninuid, 1,602, from Hong- 
kong, Mails sad Reneral, to M. M. Co. 

Nov. 6, Brit. str. AatAtses, Jackson, 1,304, from Lou. 
don, via Bongkong, General, to Bntterfield It 
Swire. 

Not. 6, Am. str. City of Tokio. Maury, 8,060, from 

Hongkong, Mails and Gsoeral, t" P M. H. S. Co 
Nov. 7. Jap. str. Oonkai-Maru, Conner, 1,917, from 

Shanghai sod ports, to M. B. M. S. S. Co. 
Nov. 8, Jsp. str. Vttfon'o-.Varu, — , 810, from Kobe, 

Mails and General, to M. B. M. H. 8. Go. 
Nov. 8, Jap. str. Svmida- Hutu, Hubenet, 896, from 

Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General to M. B. 

M. 8. 8. Co. 

Nov. 10. Am. str. City oj fitting, Borry, 8,079, from 
San Franciaoo, Mailt and General, to 1* M. S. s. 
Go. 

Nov. 11, Jap. str. Birothina- Maru, Haswell, 1,780, 
from Shanghai and ports, to M. B. M. 8. S. Co. 

No*. Uj Brit. str. Malacca, Seaton, 1,709, from 
Hongkong via Nagasaki. Mails and General, to 



DEPARTURES. 

Got. 30, Jap. str. flhtnajauio.lfaru, Kilgonr, 908, 
for Kobe, General, deapatohed by M. B. M. S 8 
Co. 

Out. 30. Jap. str. Kokonoye- Ma.ru. Dithlrfaon, 1,18s, 
for Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, dea- 
patohed by M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Got, 81, Froh. str. .VtntaUh, I (emery, 1,873, for 

M. 



Nov. 5, Ger. barq. Blast Diamond, Baade, 480, far 

Nagasaki, Rallast. despatched by P. Itulim. 
Not. ft, Jap. sir Walutnoura-Maru, Chrlatense", 

1,800, for Kobe. Mails and Uonoral. deapatobed bv 

M B M 8 > Co. 
Not. fl, lirit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, for Hongkong, 

Muila und General, despatched by P. k 0. Co. 
Sot. fl, Jap. utr. TafairA»U-Moru, Nyr, 1,407, for Mra. 

Hakodate, General, despatched by M. B. M. 8. 8. 

Co. 

Not. C, Cass. sir. Ceurirr, Cooper, 491, for Hakodate, 
General, despatched by Walsh. Hall A Co. 

Not, 0, Am. schr. Glome, — . 60, for Kurile Islands. 

Not. 7. D 8. flax-ship Richmond. Cspt. Beuham, 
800 II. P., 14-gune, for Kube. 

Not. 9, Jap. str. WioyoNaro. Moore, 896, for Hako- 
date, Mai s sad General, despatched by M. B. M 
8. S. Co. 

Not. 9. Am. str. COy of Telle, Monry, 6,010, fur 
Sun Frnnci<co, Mails and Geueral, despatched by 

P. M. S. 8 Co. 
Nov. 9. Beldam «tr. fifm P. Best, Hsydea, 1,126, 
fur Kibe, Ooueral, daapatohed by C. lilies A Co. 

Not. 10, Jsp. str. Tiuruja-iloru, C'heetbaiu, tvSI, for 
Kobe, Mails anil General, dispatched bv II. B. M. 
8. .1. Co. 

Not. 10, Portuguese gun-boat afandori. Capt. Tianna. 

416, 77 men, for Kobe. 
Nov. 10, Ituss. str. Norimsljoli, Johnosen, 290. for 
London, General, despatched by J. t'h. Von Hemert. 
Nor. 9, nrit. ship b'tluraum, Bendlo, 1,884, from 
Hongkong to San Franciaoo, General, pot in dis- 
masted, to Ed, Fischer A t u. 
Nov. II, Jap. str , GmkaiMaru, Conner, 1,917, for 



Shanghai and porta, Mails and General, dospatchs 
by M. B. M. S. 8. Co. 



PASSENGERS. 

on*'- J »£ Koionoys Morn, for Hongkong via 

Per Froh. str. MmtaUh f., r Hongkong t —Miss 
Anna Negre, M us Augustine Neure, Baton Benott- 
Mcchin and servant. Count d* Hailly Chalons, 
Messrs. ('. H. Conrad, John Pitman, K. Wodag«ki, m' 
Msmba, U. Koto, 8. Nasaollief, Mr. and Mrs. Leoland 



id 8 Chin 



Per Brit. str. Sanaa from Hongkong via Ni 

iocabiu t 7 iCU^o^a*? C,W7cr a&d 

Per Jsp. str. Ifjiaaoeo-Mery, for Shanghai and 
porn -Mr and Mrs. Barry, Mrs Harlow, Mrs. 
Howinau, Messrs. Creagh, Modale. Ladd Bodjrern 
Larreolieff, and 10 Japanese in cabin. ' ' 

Per Jap. str. Wakmoura. Maru, from Kobe:— Mr. 
Myer and 14 Japanese in cabin ; 180 in steerage 

Per Jsp str. TWuya Maru, fro.,, Kobe :-Measrs 
John Wood end Thomas Bingham ; and 401 Japa- 
nese in steerage 

Per Am. barq Fred P. Litehflold from Newcastle 
S.S.W. :— Mr. Combea. 

Per Jap sir Hioyo-Mani from Kobe :— 40 Japanese 



Am. str. City of Tokio, for Paris :— Lieut. 
G. de Charon. Rutt. Nary, and Capt W. V. Laog. 
Baas. Nary ia cabin. For Liverpool : Mesars. L. J. 
Clarke, Chas. O NoUage, and D. Bey. olds in cabiu. 
Kor llarre : Lieut. O. Radloff. Ru.s Navy in oabin. 
For Bremen : Mr. T. Hoke in cabin. For New York: 
Mias S F. Emory, Mra Irwin, Miss Irwin, Mr. and 
H. Victor Love and infant, M. aud Mdm* 
z children and servant, Dr. F. Elmore, Dr. 
0. Biddle, u.b.k., Bev. H. C. Mayer, A. J. MoGkrw, 
and Mr. K. Yaye in cabin. For Hon Franciaoo : 
Mr. and Mrs. Dilliiteusky and child. Mrs. Nelson. 
Miss Uoae Nelson, Miss Bmily Nelson, Miss Butb 
Kelson, Miss K. Wilson, Messrs. R. Galbralth, G. W. 
Goffey, W. It. Frink, H. 8hyman, Louis Gnrlinaki, 
and VV. S. Hatch inson in oabin ; 16 Europeans and 
170 Chinese in the steerage. 

Per Am. str. City of Piking, from Ban Francisco :— 
Mr. Joo. Clancy, Dr. N. L. Bates, u.s.n., and wife, 
Miss M. Douglas, Dr. A. II. Tewill, L'.s.n., and wife, 
J. Moeroady. Lieut. L. P. Jonett ua«., C. BlMhea 
and wife. Ber. Dr. M. Mitchell and wife, Mrs. C. P. 
Hlcthon. 2 children and Goveruess, V. Such, Mias 
Tnuk, K. Woodworth, Jobu G. Walsh, A. Marcos 
and wife, Mias C. T. Alexander, C. Gsuthier, Miss 
Annie K. Davi«, W. H. Moora, Mr. 8. B. Wrnkoop, 
M. Ctoellard, Bev. 'f. 8. Wynkoop, Mr. Willard, Mra. 
T. F. Jones and three children, C. Frean, Mrs. M. 
Graham, Miss E. U. G«tes, W. Bodisko, and Miss A 

B. Sear in cabin | 3 Europeans and 3 Japanese in 
atnenvgo. For Hongkong : B. Koopmanschap, Ber. 
H. S. Maokansin and wife, Miss F. McDonald, Ber. 

C. 8. McClellan and wife. Miss L. A. Olmsted, and 
Mra. L. A. Goldsmith in oabin , 901 Chinese ia 
steerage. 

Per Jap. str. H>ro«)iitno-Maru, from Shanghai and 
porta :— Mrs. Msnoini and ohild, Dr. Taylor, Msssrs. 
A. Mitchell, Verploegb, L. L Fobs*, Cnlhbertooe, 
and 16 Japanese in cabin ; 6 Chinoae and 190 Japs- 
Lese in steersg*. 

Per Brit. str. Malacea, from Hongkong via Naga- 
saki :— Miss B. Beaumont, Mr. W. Cbipp, s.if., Mr. 
King Kee, Mr. Ah Hoy and 11 Chinese. 

Per Jsp. str. Genkai Maru, for Ahangbai and 
ports : — Mr. and Mrs. Wetmore, Mr. and Mrs. Hie- 
then. Mrs. C. P. Blethen two children and gover- 
tieas. Miss Traak, Messrs. Trsak, L. P. Jewell, Siokel, 
K. T. Reonie, Mr*. McLean, Mrs. Htreets, Miss 
Uamonay, Mra. Jones and 3 ahildren, Mrs. A. Bobins, 
Captain Campbell, Messrs. Abrens, H. N. ~ 
0. Domoney, Captain and Mrs. Ashtno 1 1 
int ' 



Nov. 2, Ger. barq. Laiktr, — , 701, for Hooolnln, 

Ueipatobed by J. E. Col Iyer. 
Not, 2, Prit. barq. AW Qutm, Brookes, 263, for 

Nagasaki. General, despatched by J E. Collyer. 
Not. 2, Jap. str. Summeys-Mani, Frahm, »o4, for 

Hakodatts General, despatched by M. B. M. 8. 8. 

Co. 

Nov. 3 Jnp. str. Takatafo-Mi 
Mianghai and porta, Moils 

od by M. B. M. S. 8. C. 



Yoang. 1^30. for 



Per Rns. str. Covritr from Kobe s— 80 Jnpanes* in 
steerage. 

Per Froh. str. Folso, from Marseilles •— \ 
Conil, Ta*aki, Ogiano, O. - 
II. Kanenwtn in cabin 
DavU. 

Por Am. str. Cty of Tokio, from Hongkong :_ 
Mesars. J. McGregor and servant, Chas. KaU and 
servant. Dr. J. F. Elmore, and F. da Hois in cabin 
For Han Fraucisoo : Ur. W. L. Hutchinaon aud Miaa 
Kate Wilson in cabin; 6 Europeans and lfifi Cliiueae 



Per Brit. ptr. Svmda, for Hongkong r— Mnsars. J. 
Denny, G. Worsfold. T. Bingham, J. Wood, W. B 
Wnltov, and C. Van Boao in cabin j 2 Chinese and 
1 Indian in atnernge. 

Per Brit. str. 4nenus*. from London : —Mr. and 
Mrs. Bunting, Mr. Jacobs and 10 Chine»e. 

Per Jsp. str. GsnJtoi-tfuru from shanghai and 
ports :— Mrs. No'ion, Miss Rose Nelao. . Mia* Bmily 
Nelson, Miss Ruth Nelson, Mrs. lay lor, Miaa Van 
Huron, Surgeon J. Dudley, b.k., Mr. aud Mrs Dili- 
K eaiy and child, Lleat. Ge de Charon, Mesar*. 
RoflW, Kale, C. Pernet, 0. A. K. Houov, T. Walsh, 
D. Reynold , and 12 Japanese in cabin ; 2 Euro- 
peaufi, 225 Japanese, and 4 Chinese in steerage 

Per Busr. ,tr. NoroWfsW, for London :-i\r. 
Liu roll. 

Per Jsp. str. Sumiia-Moru, from Hongkong via 
Kobe —Mrs. Peterson, Capt. W. Ton Hang, H.I.B.. 
M Navy, Messrs. H. Bacher, A. U. 0. Haselwood. a„d 
4 Japanese in cabin ; 107 Jspanese and 2 Chinese in 



REPORTS. 

The British steamer Sunda, reports ;— Left Hong- 
kong at 6 p.m. on the 21st October. Experienced 
moderate to fresh N. E. monsoon to Torn about. 23rd 
light moderate wiuds with Hne weather to nn 
on the 2Slb. Henoe to Nagasaki fresh N.W. winds 
arriving on the 26th at 6.20 p.m. Iron Duk* arrived 
anmo evening Left 2 p.m. on the 27th, fine weather 
through Inland Sea. Arrived at Kobe on the 29th at 
7 a.m. Left 2.83 p.m. 29th moderate W. 8 W 
winds with fine weather to Oosima. Arrived in Yok> 
hams at 6U>4 a.m. on the 31st Oct. 

The Japanea* steamer Wakanoura-Il/aru reports :— 
Left Kobe 1st instant, at 8 a.m. Experienced N.W. 
winds and fine weather with smooth sea, the entire 
aeage Arrived in Yokohama 2nd instant at 6 o-m. 

The Japanese steamer Truraya Maru report* 

Left Kobe 1st instant, at 10.80 p.m. Experienced 
light west wiuds with smooth sea and clear sky 
Arrived In Yokohama 3rd laatant at 6 p m 

The American barqno Fred. P. LilchfiHd re- 
port* t— Lett Neweaatl. on September 6th. Ex- 
peneneed moderate it. and N E. winds to 2K« 
Hooth 165 ° Bast. Theuce to 23 ° 8. light variable 
winds and the H. B. trade to H ° 8. thenoe to 
' 3 N. light variablo winds. Experienced no N\f. 

but moderate E.N.E. winds to 26 o N. 
Tbeneo to arrival continuation i.f calms and light 
variable winds. October 23rd, experienced strung 
W.N.W. gale with high so* which lasted twenty- 
four hours. A-rired at Yokohama on Not Jtb 
Paasage 69 days. 

The French steamer Felya reports :-Left Hong- 
kong at noon on 27th October. Experienced strong 
N K. monsoon with high sea and thick weather dartnt 
first fivodars; thonco to port variablo winds with 
fine weather. Arrirnd at 7 a.m. on Ath. 

Tho American steamer Citv of Tokio, reports — 
Left Hongkong Oct. soth at 3.17 P .n, To TaVnaboot 
had stroug N.K. monsoons and bead sea, thenoe to 
Yokohama Ught Tarioiilo winds and floe weather 
Arrived Nov. 8th at 7.15 a.m. 

The Aroorioan steamer Ciry of Poking reports:— 
Sailed from San Francisco October 19th at 3 i 
Huve had fresh westeruly winds throw 
Arrived at Yokohama Nov. 10th i 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 



Showing Duties payable. Prices realized. Quotation*, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period ot 14 days tram 

30th October. 1880, to the 11th " 



IMPORTS 

COTTON— Tar*. Sale* reported rwdi 1177 hales , 
( follow. ;-16-84; 81.549 bale*; 18-82 12.557 bale.; 88-42; 

WOOLLENS— Inanimate. 

MRTALS.— Very null business. Nailrods in good supply. 
BUG A U.— More done at slightly higher prices; stock* somewhat redncod. 
KEROSENE. — Sale* have been small, but price* have hardened. Holder* firm. 

183 lbs. = 1 Pica). 



a total of 53, 



1,897 b. 
bale* 



100 Dollar* Mexican — 311 Silver Boo*. 



COTTON PIECR GOODS. 

Drills. American, 40 yd*. 30 in. 141b*.... 

Prints, assorted, 84 ., 80 „ 

Satins (cotton) 

ShiitingB, Grey. 88, yd*. 38 In. 7 lb*. ... 

88, .. 30 „ 8i , 



T. Cloth, 88 in 
Turkey Red*, 



Velvets (black) 
Victoria Lawns, 
Cotton Italians, 
Taffacbellasa, 



45 



a 



38* 

6 1b* 

7 „ 

84 yds. 30 in. 

84 „ 30 „ 

84 ,. SO „ 

84 „ 30 .. 
35 .. 28 ,. 
18 „ 48 .. ... 

85 „ 82 „ 

18 „ 43 ,. ... 

0OT1ON YARN. 



2 lbs. ... 

8* .. 
H ,. 

-®81bs. 



1W 


18 


*» 


16 ft 84 


»> 


2B ft 32 


M 


3h ft 48 


m 


32 doubled 




48 „ 




60 .. 



Indian. No. 8/10 



1 . 




12 


M 


II 


14 


M 


ii 


16 


'* 


• > 


18 


<> 


M 


20 


M 


#» 


88 


» 


» 


£4 


M 


M 


SO 



WOOLLENS AND MIX1UEE8. 

Alpaca, 40 yds. 88 in 

Blankets, assorted. 7 lbs. 

6 lbs 

m ., 5 lb*. ... ... ... ... ... 

Cords, 80 yds. 82 in 

h, all wool, 54 ft 04 „ ■*• *•• see •** 

„ Pilot*, 64 ft 64 „ 

Presidents, 54 ft 04 ,, ... ... 

„ Union, 64 ft 66 ,, 

Italian Cloth, 88 in 

Lustres and Orleans (figured), 30 yds. 81 in. 

„ „ „ (plain), 40 ft 48 yds. 88 in. 
Mou«»elino» do Lain* (plain 4 stripes). 84 yd*. 81 in. ... 
». a (figured) 

SUGAB. 

i. Jimpah, No. 1 

Khihpah, „ 2 

Eokfah, „ 3 

Kungfun. ,,4 

Gnihpah, „ 6 




DUTY. CALC01.ATC1) 
IV 

MSXICAM DOIXllt. 



0.0241 V »0 yds. 
0.0841 „ „ 
0.0B4S „ „ 
0.0281 „ ,. 



0.0241 
00241 
0-0241 
0 0643 
t\03?! 
0.0048 
0,0804 



1.6077 Vpicul. 



0.0065 V iO jd*. 
1.6077 V picnl. 
1.6077 . ,. 
16077 ., M 

0.0965 f 10 yds. 

e.Jtis mrferts In. to 
' o.«01 1 rowdies Mia 

In width » 10 Jit. 

0.0965 V 10 yds. 
0.0966 ,. „ 
0.0966 „ „ 
0.0965 .. „ 



1 0.881 S » picnl. 
1 0.1286 .. ., 



"t* picnl. 



0.04«2 . 
0.2572 , 

i r>2*>2 „ 

0.1930 „ 
0 2251 VI 20 lb*. 

Vpicul.' 



DUTY PAID. 



I'RICKB AT WWICS. 

sai-xs Hare a sax 



V pc. 



2.52 § 2.67i 



o.io- 



89.50 ft 31.76 Vpc, 

36 25 „ 

40.75 .. 



89.26 — 

80.60 ft 80.76 



6.00 
0.34*- 



0.17 ft 0.17J 



7.70 ft 8.00 

6.90 ft 7-20 
6.40 ft 
5.70 ft 

6.00 ft 5.80 

4.25 (« 4.86 
ft 
ft 



» pc. 
rib 



4.10 
3.16 



6.70 
6.00 



4.1S 

8.30 



-Vpel 



- V Vox 



$2 65 ft 

1.00 ft 
0.11 J ft 
140 ft 
1.75 
2.15 
1.20 
1.55 
1.85 
1.40 
1.60 
1.60 
7.75 
0.73, ft 
0.10 ft 
1.60 ft 



ft 
ft 

ft 

a 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 



3.60 

2.75 

0.18 

1.90 

IJi 

2.621 

1.60 

1.76 

1.681 

1.70/ 

1.70 

2.15 

9.00 

0.98 

0.16 

2.00 



24 50- 

26.00 

86 60 ft 28.00 
29.00 ft! 30.00 
80.00 ft 81.60 
30.00 ft' 31.00 

31.00 

32.00 



$5.50 ft 17.00 
0.34 ft 0.38 



4.00 

0.80 

0.30 

0.60 

0.85 

0.26 

4.00 

!-,.,,! I 

0.16| 

0.25 



6.00 

1.60 

0.00 

0.70 

0.00 

0.40 

4.78 

6.70 

0.19, 

0.40 



$2.55 

2.50 

1, 

u 



50 ft 
40 ft 

80 ft 



8.80 ft 4.55 
5.70 ft 5.80 
2 024 ft' 2.05 



940 

60 



9 
163 



3. GOO 



Stock 8.000 picnl*. 



a $3.io 

8.40 
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STAPLE EXPO T S. 



81 UK.— Our last report wu dated SCKli ult. Considering the period of thu season, it cannot be said t! 
■ for the fortnight only appearing a* about 9 So boles ; holder, alone have to think of this, a* a sKght 



that a large business has been done, settle- 



rnrted'sUtes?! 



from which market it 



a large business, bat sooner than make this they resort to loans or ship on their own account, especially to the United 
happens that adTieea of the moat unfavorable character are daily coining to hand. CSiy 0/ T0H0 henoe on the 9th last., took 100 bales on native 
out of a total of Sll bales. 

Demand for Hanks has been good and although prices are rather easier than quoted in our last, business has been restricted by the general 
ass of holders. 

For Filatures the market is irregular, and on descriptions suitabls for the American market a decline of a boat $80 may be noted, bat this does not 
apply to all holders, and especially to the producers of Mayebashi Filatures. Kakwhu havo been in moderate demand only, and a decline may bo quoted of 

Arrivals b»vo been 00 a free scale and stock of all kinds is estimated at 6,600 shipping bales. 



Italy 



KxroBT »o» Siabon. 1879-80. 

1,341 Bales. 

M79 ,, 

... ... ... ... ... ... 1,643 „ 



1880-81. 

1,682 Bales. 
1,976 .. 

2,600 „ 

6\107 



TEA.— During the interval a .leady but moderate business has been done on our Tea 
7,220 anr| holders meeting the ideas of foreign buyers. 

Prices are some f I to 2 per picul lower than last quoted, but supplies having somewhat 
grades have been purchaseable at $18 to 18. GO per picul but to-day, in consequence of a " 
Yokohama and Kobe for season to date in round figures amounts to 33,000,000 lbs. 




DESCRIPTION. 



SILK:— 

Mayebhsbii 1, % S Hanks ... 

SJ • M •*• 

■ > *I >l 

3 #3i 

Kskedas ; Med. to Beat 
Filatures j Best to c*tra .... 

Medium to (rood ... 

TEA :- 

Common... 

Good Common 

Hodium ... 
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1 20 
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to 8.70 ,1 
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to 260 
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to 1.30 

to 8 00 „ 
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In the early part of the fortnig 1 1, considerable sales were in ado of Bonk Paper, the 4 m/s. rate having touched 3/9$ ; 
fluctuations, rates have remained pretty tteady, no large transactions having been reported in either Bank or Private bills. 
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MARRIAGES. 

At the British Legation, Tokio, on Saturday tho 
13th instant, by the Revd. \V. B. Wright. John 
I,xs Thompson, to Bertha Beacmont, daughter of 
J. Beaumont, of Knottingley, Yorkshim, England 

On tho 13th instant, at the Cathedral. Hongkong. 
B Wa:.te» of Tokohaina. to Macbe M.. 
of the Ute Wii-llam Hebdem Wilson of 
Liverpool. 



DIED 

On the 25th October, 
barque OrwoM. on the 

Newchwang, Capt. Jan Kxeinmakn, a native of 
Holland. 



on board the German 
age from Nagasaki to 



SUMMARY. 

THE last edition of this paper was dated 
13th instant, for despatch to Europe 
per M. M. slramrr Tanait for Marseilles, 
■incc when the following mails have arrived: — 

M. M. S. MenzaUX, Marseilles.. Oct. 3 and. Not. 18 
M. B. 8. 8. NiifoM V«ru, Hong- 



and the following have been forwarded : — 
M. M. S. Tanai.. Marseille- Nov. 13 

TlIE French mail will leave on the 28th, 
and it will he seen from I he list adore, 
how seriously the withdrawal of the regular 
P. & 0. S. N. Co.'s service has affected our 
correspondence with Europe. 



The movement, noticed in nor last, for a 
foreign loan has, for the present at. nil events, 
suicided, and the government are engaged 
in devising other remedied Ui apply to 'he 
relief of their financial difflculliea. Retrench- 
ruenl in all branches of expenditure is the 
order of tho day, and an increased scalo of 
taxation may enable another year to be pawed 
without a crisis at home. To meet those 
foreign liabilities which must be provided 
for in specie, resort has been had to Coin- 
merce, government agents purchasing tea 
mid silk for export with currency and obtain- 
ing advances thereon in specie. These opera- 
tiona are necessarily limited by the depressed 
state of the London and Continental silk 
markets, and the United States tee, market ; 
nnd partly from a growing unwillingness of 
producers to dispose of their property for 
currency. 

The impression prevails that foreign trade 
is one-sided ; that foreign merchants benefit 
and Jnpancso suffer. In fact, that tho foreign 
morchant is here for tho express purpose of 
appropriating the whole profits of tho import 
and export trades. This cry has been raised 
by a party who are not uninterested in a 
rhatige, and the remedy proposed is " direct 
trade;'* that is, that foreign resident mer- 
chants should be ignored, native companies 
hacked up with capital supplied by govern- 
ment should be established, and shipments of 
silk, ten, grain, etc. bo made by these com- 
panies oilher on their own account, or by 
them as ageiita for the owners. This romedy 
threatens to exert a serious influence upon 
foreign commerce, and render the treaties a 
dead luttor; but, happily, there are many 
sensible nion who cannot be led away by 
what they seo are fallacies ; and wo may trust 
to time and the outturn of tho ventures to 
provide tho only corrective- experience. 

The news from China is still vague and 
nnnettled. Private advices indicate that 
Russian preparations for war continue ; while 
the demand* on China, if formulated, aru 
kept a profound secret by the grand council 
at Poking. Tho relations between the two 
countries are ovidently strained to the utmost, 
and a fresh complication has arisen by the 
Cwr'a refusal to listen to any communication 
made by tho Chinese minister in St. Potcre- 
hurgh unlcsB it has previously been approved 
by the Emperor. This is not an undeserved 



rebuke after the Chung How treaty, and its 

• V» I-- - . - 



While this condition of affairs pre- 
vails in China, tho arrival of tho Rus- 
sian floet to iuako a prolonged and in- 
definite star in Japanese water*, creates a 
sensation ihat shows J* pan to he not nhnllj 
nnacquainled with the usages of civilised, 
nations. Japan is on friendly terms with 
both powers; and cannot afford to receive. 
icGt, provision and coal a fleet avowedly sent 
to Chinese waters for the purpose of enforc- 
ing the demands of Russia upon China. 
Any snch action on the part of Japan 
would be tantamount to aiding an enemy 
f a power with whom il is the interest 
f Jnpnn to remain on good terms, and 
wo believe it is the intention of tho 
government to observe strictly the rule* 
that would guide other nations under similar 
circumstances. This is as it should lie, and 
the puhlio reception of Admiral Lessoffsky 
will probably he abandoned. 

CoLOMEL DlCKlXSoX, a gentleman who stay- 
ed in Japau for several months, addressod 
thu merchants, on his return to San Fran- 
cisco, on tho trade of Japan, pointing out that 
much might be done to increase the propor- 
tion now absovbed by the Dnitod States. 
Colonel Dickinson observed that Japan is 
ready to take any goods America can send ; 
but, unfortunately, we do not hold ao san- 
guine n view, and deem it advisable to warn 
our friends to tako' every precaution bofore 
venturing upon shipments of goods that must, 
eventually, be sold at auctions whore combina- 
tions among buyers ensoro the very minimum 
of prices. So soon as trade expands Aroerios) 
will have a largo portion. In the meantime, 
American houses of high reputation esta- 
blished in Japan are sufficient to protect the 
trade interests of tho United States. We 
extract the report of the proceedings from 
the San Francisco Journal of Commerce. 

Advices lo hand confirm tho previous good 
accounts of the harvest, Nearly all this 
season's grain is gathered, and native calcula- 
tions point to a surplus, worth, nt low prices, 
about *80,000,CK)0. To realise this, for Ja- 
pan, immense wealth, all that is required is 
permission to charter cheap foreign steamers 
to loud cargo on Japanese account nt other 
than treaty ports. At present, the only 
means of coast carriage are those afforded by 
the Mitsn Bishi Company; and the freight 
charged by those vessels is so high as to pro- 
hibit shipments. It is also cortain that if all th« 
company's vessels wore withdrawn from all 
other service, their constantcmployment would 
only serve to carry one-fourth of the quan- 
tity of vice, etc , Japan can afford to export. 

The traffic in silk-eggs so often condemned 
has again been indulged in, ovor 80,000 
cartons on purchasers' account going forwaid 
by the Dtigic to-morrow, and a similar quan- 
tity on Japanese account. od< 1,000 cartons 



are available, hut 
inferior nnalitv. 



in 
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JAPAN: NEUTUAt. nil BEhLJGEUENTf 

THERK are two questions, both with im- 
minent Mid far-reaching issues, now 
engngii g the anxious attention of the rcpre- 
sentativis of foreign treaty jnmci's in J;, pun 
Tlie fiist, is the enigmatical j ml icy of Un- 
English cabinet at ibis pnrlivulm epoch, when 
Sclav nml Gant, Ligurian mid Teuton, Tark 
■nil Hellene, Arc ready for n furious struggle 
of race against nice. Old Hod i neural de 
discord* wore dormant, when the English pre- 
mier aroused the sleeping antipathies by hi* 
denntici.it ion of constitutional and regenerat- 
ed Austria, an act which brought about the 
AustrG-German alliance, and caused England 
to gravitate towards an unnatural union with 
Russia. Next, forgetting the chicane and 
dupery of Khiva, Mr. Glahstoxk announced 
in Parliament, that England, having no reason 
to distrust the action of Russia in China, 
would not reinforce the scanty and feeble fleet 
of Admiral CooTK; a declaration which gave 
rise to an impression that Russia was bidden 
to consider English interests in China as 
nought, and that the Muscovite ships and 
legions might do all they would. Since that 
time of apparent reversal of British policy in 
China, tho fleet, alroady insufficient, has been 
reduced in number and strength, and tho two 
promised iron-clsds havo been kept back, 
although urgently needed, to rust in ordinary. 
So that, while Russia has a land force on 
the frontiers of China of "0,000 to 80,000 
European troops, and some hordes of irre- 
gular levies, and, besides, ologe to tho 
adores of China, a fleet of nearly forty 
ships nf war — four of them of great 
size — Admiral Coote is to look on passively 
while n vast empire is being shattered, 
Although tho political consequences will 
instantly react upon Central Asia and India. 
To protect our just commercial rights, to 
ensure respect to our ill-defined but yet 
actual and tentative extra-territorial privi- 
leges, nothing is to be done. England's policy 
is evidently one of implicit faith in the 
honourable and benignant aspirations of 
Holy R-tesia. 

Thus it comes to pass, that on the eve of a 
tremendous emergency, Admiral Cooti has 
at his orders ono obeolcte and indifferent iron- 
clad, the Iron Dtike ; three corvettes, Comiu 
and £Tn<:oii>ikr, good ships with bad 
• : four small and slow sloops, E-jeria, 
ms, Flying Fith and Pega$u$ : and 
finally, ten or eleven gunboats, mostly useless, 
and, save two, only able to move at tho rato 
of fivo or six knots at best, in still waters. 

Tho second matter for serious thought is, 
tho actual but not declared hostile attitude of 
Japan towards China, and tho tentatively 
illegal straiu of international rights pormitted 
by Japan to the fleets of Russia, now boing 
massed in Japaucso ports, ready for the 
signal to attack China. Has Jnpan decided 
to ally herself to Russia, and will the spoils of 
war, to be taken from China, be shared by 
Japan ? 

At any moment we may hoar the saluting 
runs of Admiral Lessoffsky's armada in 
this harbour. The admiral, as is well- 
known, is an official of eminence, a jiersotta 
grata with the Czar and the late Emperor Nt- 
colas as well, and a man of remarkable diplo- 
matic and professional ability, who will make 
his state visit to Tokio, escorted by a force so 
considerable that he could wring from the 
Japanese government any terms of neutrality 



or active assistance he might chooso to de- 
mand. The admiral is to have a reception of 
splendour befitting so great a guest, but that 
his visit is one of mere ceremony, to visit 
the Mikado, see Nikko, and bny nettukei, 
would be a ridiculous supposition. No 
lone has any illusions. Bis excellency has 
| a definite object in view, and will mako him- 
self understood in the clear and suave im- 
; pcriousncss proper to a man accustomed to 
I high command, and who has at bis bock, with 
n curl* bLntfhe from the White Czar, a hun- 
dred thousand mm, and nigh forty warships. 

If Japan chooses to side with Russia she has 
J a right to do so, but, as othor elemental forces 
will come into play, acta within mere legal 
right may not prove to be expedient. Certt* 
all overture* for alliance will be made with 
glittering b:«its, and promises of thrones and 
dominions, but the overtures should be an- 
xiously discussed, and the consequences, good 
I and evil, thought over, with keen scrutiny 
I of possibilities. That Japan should join 
Russia is an intelligible proposition, and, if 
Iho dangerous resolve bo taken, the world will 
not be surprised. 

But if, partly contrary to expectation, Jap&u 
resolves to remain at peace, thepersisteutaction 
of her government has become inexplicable, 
land tho Chinese government and western 
j nations us well, will, in strict right, be entitled 
J to ask the minister for foreign affairs for 
categorical assurances about tho course Japan 
intends to take. That, at this critical mo- 
ment, when tho hopes of peace are nearly 
nt an end, tho commander in chief of fleets 
and armies intent upon invading the ueigh- 
I bouring empire shonld be received hero with 
' vice-regal honours, might not, in strict fact, 
have distinct political significance, although 
the government of Peking will look with 
J angry eyes on the festivities in honour of 
' an intending conqueror. Tho serious accu- 
sation, to which no satisfactory or loyal reply 
can bo made, is, that Japan has now becomo 
a l>nse of operation for auy intended invasion 
of China. Now Vladivoetock is but ill fur- 
nished, so that the forty Russian war ships 
that need docking, repair, refit, provisions and 
coal, seek and find their requirements in the 
more convenient Japanese harbour of Naga- 
saki, which, moreover, is only two days distant 
from tho main artery of China, the Yangtze. 

Perhaps Japan mey profess neutrality, but, 
in spite of tho profession, the crushing blow 
to be delivered by Russia upou China, will be 
prepared in Japanese ports. Tho Russian 
ships will lie supplied with caul ami stores, 
and mado ready for war by Japan, and if the 
vessols should be damaged, tho arsenals of 
Nagasaki and Yokosuka will welcome and 
restore them. Tho position of Nagasaki 
for Russian purposes cannot 1)0 surpass, 
od. From the deep harbour Russian ships 
can issue, out of tho best possiblo base 
for maritime war on the long lino of 
the China coast. The trading cities can 
be attacked, tho Chinese coast trade and 



fisheries can bo destroyed, the Russian garri- 
sons of Chinkiang, Nanking and Yangchow 
— when those places are occupieel— can be 
victualled and relieved, and tho war ships 
can return to Nagasaki, and when refitted 
depart again to ravage and destroy. Finally, 
if war occurs— an end few doubt— with the 
passive assistance of Japan, help more 
valusblo and necessary than a full corpi 
d'armte or floet, China may be broken in 
pieces by tho mallet of the Northern Thor. 

China may bo ruinod. Owing to the 
disintegrating forces at work, there is 
to think that even if Russian 
bo repelled — an absurd supposi- 



tion — the factions now hardly restrain- 
ed from conflict, wilt break up the dynasty 
and decrepit Bystom of government. VY hst 
m.-iy follow, when new crystallizations are 
formed after ebullition, may not be good for 
Japan, and the forecast deserves thought. 

If France and Germany, or Fngland and 
Russia should be warring, quite other modes 
of neutrality must be followed by Japan, or 
Japan would incur Actual hostility from 
aggrieved nations, at a very brief notice. 
It the wostern naval powers should come 
to blows, the neutrality of Japan, with 
its harbours, its coal, its artificers, its 
docks, its position — oloso to the Chinese 
coast and open to the Pacific — will be jea- 
lously hedged about, and any " benevolent 
neutralities " in favor of ono belligerent and 
at the expense of another, will draw down 
immediate and vindictive attack. The atti- 
tude of Japan towards China his become 
inconsistent, anil tentatively illegi', ami, 
as other nations are intimately concerned, 
the Japanese government might with 
justice be invited by tho treaty powers 
to declare, as soou as possible, whether 
Japuu will join Russia, or, if neutrality 
is to be kept, whether tho neutrality will 
bo strict, without fear or favor, and is 
accord with the usages and laws of civilized 
nations.— AW. AG. 



OUR TRADE WITH THE UNITED 
STATES. 



A' 



N American traveller. Colonel T. P. 
__ Dicststsos, whoso sojourn of nearly s 
year in this country under conditions which 
brought him into contact with all classes 
of the people, and undoubtedly afforded him 
special facilities for forming sound and ac- 
curate opinions npon Japan and the Japanese, 
delivered an address to the members of the 
ohamber of commerce and board of trade 
in San Francisco on the 7th ulto. From 
the papers just to hand, we oxtract the 
report of the proceedings, the account of an 
interview with Colonel DiCKtssos. and an 
articlo on Japan trade from the Jonrvnl of 
Commerce, nil of which will have special in- 
terest for those who desire the furtherance of 
American trade with Japan. 

With tho enthusiasm that animated Colo- 
nel Dickinson's remarks upon Japan, her 
statesmen, people, customs, and the probabili- 
ties of the future, we havo, wo are bound to 
confess, but partial sympathy. Colonel DlcKIS- 
SuX is a warm-hearted, gonial man of tr.irel, 
and much business knowledge and cxperi- 
ence : he was accompanied by Mrs DlCCtX- 
bos: he had introductions and recommends- 
tions which gave him tho tutrce into the best 
circles of Jspaneso society ; and ho was reced- 
ed with the courteous and grnccf nl hospitali- 
ty that distinguishes the Japanese people, 
from tho highest personage in tho land to 
the humblest peasnut in his cottage of boards 
and paper. It is but natural that under «nch 
conditions a pnlite guest should conceivca high 
opinion of the good qualities of his hosts ; and 
we mean no disparagement to Colonel DlCCIS- 



BON'S discriminative powers whon we say that 
it is necessary to go below the surface before 
the Japanese character can be understood and 
appreciated nt its real worth. 

With these few preliminary remarks we 
will pass at once to tho question that bat 
caused so much excitement among the mer- 
chants of San Frnucisci) ; and deal with the 
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American* not well acquainted with the 
real state of Japanese commerce arc apt, an 
other people have done, to believe that ita 
eztenaion U the wiih of the government ; 
.bat that the people are only just awakening 
to ita benefit*. Colonel DlCIIMSOS says " Her 
" people — that i», her common people — nre 
"just finding oat that tho world wanta their 
u goods, and the next question is, what can we 
"supply them with?" Applying tho fruits 
of thirteen yearn active experience in this 
country, we will take tho liberty of assorting 
that the people of Japan have long been 
alive to the bcnefita of commorciut inter- 
course. A* a rnlo, the middle rank of Japan 
ia an essentially industrious and enterprising 
elaai of peoplo. They are stow in thought 
and action, but these disadvantages to a com- 
mercial career arise from long seclusion, and 
total ignorance of the usages of trade. The 
country, in the sense of hoards of precious 
metals, is poor enough ; but in power of pro- 
duction of food staples, it is rich lieyond 
the dreams of avarice. Twenty years ago 
foreign intercourse might have boon suspend- 
ed to the joy of those persons who then held 
the position the mass now aspires to hold ; 
but the people have tasted the sweets of 
trade, and they stand forward to-day eager 
advocate* of its extension ; yet trade, if we 
divest the returns of the differences due to 
fluctuation in prices of staple exports, remains 
almost stationary, if it is not actually retro, 
gresaiva. The causes are not tho apathy or 
ignorance of the people, as is generally sup- 
posed, but the obstacles placed in the way of 
trade by the government. The government, 
not the people, are responsible. 

Internal communication by railroad, 
or highway is deplorably bad : transit by 
ship from port to port is vested as a close 
njuuujtoly in tho hands of one person, who 
impose* freights that are prohibitive ; and, 
finally, all intercourse between the people aud 
foreigners, expressly stipulated for in the 
treaties, is prevented by a series of illegal 
guilds, who make regulation* for the control 
of all sales to and purchase from foreign 
resident*, and enforce them by the means of 
police in government pay. We have written 
too much on these abuse* to permit more 



to them now ; but it is 
just to add that, although we hold the aupreme 



government responsible, we believe they are 
not parties to the majority of petty obstruc 



i in the way of trade, which seom rather 
due to the action of officially favoured mono- 
polist*, or to the venality or folly of local 
government officials. 

American trade with Japan i* consider, 
able. The official return* for the year ending 
June 80th, 1880 show :— 

Imports into Japan $ 2,917.717 

Export* from Japan 11,197,745 



Total 



14,145,462 



trade with Japan is, therefore, 22 per cent, of 
the whole; a very fair proportion; and not 
the less striking when the returns of three 
years are compared with the year ending 
June 1880. 

The total trade of Japan, and the proper 
tion absorbed bv tho United State* f >r tho 
years 1876-77. 1877-78, 1873-79 and 1870-80, 
are showu by tho following figures : — 



Total trade. 

1876- 77 S52.025.324 

1877- 78 58,835,2ii4 

1878- 71) 54,430,113 

1879- 80 64,129,079 . 



Uaited State*, p *r coat. 

. $ C.o-JO.619 12.7 
. 7.8M.513 13:5 
. 10.881.236 20.0 
. 14,145,402 22.0 



One of the chief reaaons'why trade wuh the 
United States nppenrs to find favour in the 
eyes of Young Japan is. that Japan aelU more 
to America than she buys Tlv principle that 
Amorioa pays for her surplus purchase* with 
bills drawn on Loudon ; that those bills are 
»old t" England for good* imported, and 
subsequently find their way back to America 
for good* sold to England ; and that tl 
transaction resolves itself into a more inter- 
change of commodities, is not one the Japa- 
nese mind can grasp at present. We will, 
therefore, take leave to point out to our San 
Francisco friends, that whenever they succeed 
in changing the balance Japanese political 
economists will declaro the trade to bo in- 
jurious, and it* suspension a necessity 

From the enumerated exports our friends 
can see what room there is for uu ex- 
tension of that trade. Tea and silk are of 
limited production. Colonel Dicriiwox waa 
in error when he stated there can be no limit 
to tho amount of silk and ton Japan can raise. 
The cultivation <>f tho mulberry i* the limit 
of silk production : the supply of leaves 
ha*, on more than oue occasion, fallen 
short; and the extension of mulberry 
plantation*, though actively carried on, 
ia a slow process. In addition to this 
drawback, the practice of selling the best 
silk-eggs to Italy has raised up for Japan 
a powerful competitor ; and while Italy is 
improving the quality of her silk Japan is 
lowering hers, as manufacturers in New 
York can testify after two years trial of 
Japanese Kakedahs and filatures. This qi 
tion is a most serious one for Japan. If tho 
sale of silk-eggs bo not speedily prohibited, 
Italy will supply the world with silk; aud 
the stuff produced in Japan will no |.»n».-r 
pay to reel or prepare for the market. The 
donbt now is. whether it is not already too 
lata. With regard to tea. the cultivation is 
also limited. To supply the large demands 
of ths past and present seasons every nerve 
has beeu strained; admixture of leaves of 
shrubs ha* bean resorted to; quantity 
been provided at the expense of quality ; 
the complaint* of shippers and con- 
signee* alike are loud and angry. There 
is still one- point to which tho attontinn of 
American merchants must be called. What 
trade can prosper when tho government of 
J*p*n enter the field as competitors t Yet that 
is tho ease with regard to silk and tea The 
government have shipped some considerable 
quantity of inferior tea, which will be thrown 
upon the New York market at a time of 
great depression, and'serve to establish price* 
ist entail heavy losses npon bond 
lanta on all transactions awaiting 
realisation: and react, with double force, 
upon this market next season. 

Th* export* which the Uuitad Slates is 
ready to send to Japan, are chiefly those 
Ac. 1133,708 ; I which Japan should, if trade wci>< in a»v 
umbrella* $319,401 ; way * noon raged by the government, be ready 
♦184,750. TheUnitadSUU.|lo md in ' 



The principal imports from 
Keroaone $1. 803,558 ; butter 136,031 ; clock 
$219,004; lamps $63,778; leather $57,809 
provision* $70,189; rifle* $125,708; iour 
$52,442; the remaining $'519,198 being made 
np of sundry goods of all description*, evident- 
ly experimental shipments, or for private use. 
Prior to 1872 kerosene was not u»cd in 
Japan j in that year oil to the value of $58,000 
waa imported; that article now forms two- 
third* of tho gross import from the United 
State*. The principal exports to America 
•ro Camphor $207,427; silk $3,460,604; 
*e» $6,891,855; porcelain, 
too*, lacquer wore, and urn 
and sundria* 



wheat, barley, raaise, fish, dried and canned, 
flour and, in fact, all food staples. Tha day 
has gone by when the people were content 
to trust to tea and silk as tho chief article* 
of export ; the production of those staple* 
is too limited, whilo the cultivation of 
cereals, on the other hand, is an art in 
which the Japanese, with suitable ap- 
pliances, could with difficulty be equallod. 
For market*, Japan has China and India ; 
and thero is little doubt that trade will tend 
in the direction of those two countries. Of the 
prospects of American products commanding 
a market in Japan we can say little. The bulk 
of thoss article* now imported, kerosene, of 
coarse, excepted, is consumed by foreigners, 
comparatively nothing passing into the in- 
terior. When 35.000,000 people are spoken 
of as possible consumer* of American imports, 
it should be borne in mind that about three- 
fourths belong to the labouring clasaea : tha 
average number of n household is five; and 
the earnings of an entire family raroly exceed 
eight yen* per mouth. The use of imports, 
especially of grain and flour, must, under 
oxisting conditions, be limited to the means 
of a very poor population. 

Colonel DlCKMSOSf point* out th at Japan 
import* from England some 50,000,000 
pounds weight of cotton yarn which should 
be supplied by America. We quite agroo with 
tho spenkor, and cannot do better than 
deal with this matter in a practical light. On 
i ho 12th instant, Taylor's best water twist, 
Noa. 28-32, could be bought on uncertain 
delivery at $35.50 per picul. The bank rates 
of exchange were, on London 3/9, 4 month's 
bills ; and on New York 90. for demand. 
Merchants desirous of entering upon a 
cotton yarn trado with Japan can mako 
their calculations upon these fignraa and 
form their own opinions. The trade is open 
to all comers ; but the Japanese, who think 
foreign merchants make too much profit, are 
about to conduct a direct import trado, and 
yam will be the staple. We shall know tho 
result iu less than six months. 

We havo long ceased to classify trade, or 
to pause to considor the proportions absorbed 
by different nations. We recognize no poli- 
tical boundaries so far as commerce is con- 
cerned ; and see in the return* of this 
nation's trade but one subject of in- 
rest— the progress of JiPAM. If America 
can como in and increase her trade ahe 
is quite welcome, and will be warmly 
received. We extend a hearty invitation 
to her to try. She has done much in this 
direction in the past three years, and there 
is no reason why hor hand should now 
be stayed. It is not, however, all gold 
that glitters; and trade statistics afford 
some curious instance* worthy of attention. 
Thus, the value of the stock of kerosene on 
nd Joly lat, 1879, was about $475,000 ; 
the import for tho year was $1,803,555 ; in all 
$2,278,555: stock on hand unsold Juno 30th, 
1880, $1,150,000 at reduced market price; 
showing the consumption to bo about one 
half the quantity imported. 

In conclusion we will mention that sever- 
al American firm* are established in 
Japan. These houses enjoy the highest re- 
putation ; they are held in great esteem ; aud 
the community is justly proud of them. 
There are also English, (ierman and other 
firms who posses* l.rge and important 
American connection*, and we feel justified 
in tiUitiug that if trado with any |mrt of tho 



ia tne paper currency ot Japan tbi* sum repre- 
««uu a value of about 18s. 2d. sterling;, or $*.S5 
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world and Japan eonld be extended, the 
interest a of the United States would be care- 
fully watched and protected by men of vast 
experience, of ranch business acomen, and 
enjoying facili tie* of capital and credit suffi- 
cient for a trade ten titnea ita present value. 

We are glad that Colonel Dicilffios has 
aroused the interest of tbo merchants of 
San Francisco in Japanese business. We 
shall bo among the first to welcome and 
support any enterprise which tends to im- 
prove the friendly relations of Japan with 
other powers ; for, though Englishmen, we 
never permit questions of ungenerous nation- 
ality to prejudice our views or bias our judg- 
ment, when the welfare of the nation in which 
we livo is at stake. We work for the good 
of Japan. As men, we look for our reward 
in the growth of Japanese trade and the 
consequent expansion of our own business — 
Nov. 18. 



THE FINANCIAL SITUATION. 

\ \ yiTH no desire to raise difficulties in 
V V 'ho way of a now foreign loan, 
which wo hoar is seriously contemplated, wo 
shall do a kindly action in placing beforo 
the nation the position she occupies as a 
would bo borrower. 

Tho stress that has been laid upon the 
financial statements must not be overlooked. 
Thoso documents have been issued ostensibly 
for public information : they have been 
published in tho local foreign newspapers and 
transmittal to various parts of the world. 
According to these statements the revenue 
litis always been equivalent to the estimated 
expenditure, and in no one year has any 
deficit been shown. There is the unfortunate 
report of tho minister of finance giving 
details of actual rovonue and expenditure for 
eight years, 1808-75, containing passages of 
peculiar significance in connection with the 
monetary position of the empire. Any firm 
of standing undertaking to place a new 
Japanese loan on tho market will assuredly 
examine these documents. What will they 
find F First, that tho position on June SOtb, 
1875, had been accurately ascertained to be 
as follows: — 

" The grand total of tho revenues for these 
eight fiscal years was over yen 406,350,000, 
and that of tho expenditures over yen 
359,440,000, thus showing an excoes of 
revenue over expenditure of more than yen 
40,904,000." (Ueporl. page 20, Chap. Ill, part 
I. General outline of th« financial reiulU r>/ 
tin tight fiteal tjeart ) 

• • • 

"It has already been stated that the 
amount of debts iuenrred hy the govornmont 
during these eight fiscal yenra was over yen 
88,219,000; and the reason why the go- 
vernment did incur such weighty obliga- 
tions, was simply tho great rufW of these 
extraordinary expenses which, as shown 
above, amounted to more than yen 
107.193,000 ; and even after deducting t lie 
returns therefiom, the net extraordinary ex- 



ditores amounted to over yen "5,757,000. 
The government, however, was able to p,y 
off this enormous sum, and, in the end, to 
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even show somewhat more than yen 
K904.000 of u balance, in it. furor." (lit. 
1 ■ <■ 1 -." 21 ) 

It is true these extraordinary assertions 
with regard to surplus revenue are *nbso 
qnuntly modified by a statement cuutradictiug 
all that has gone before it. On page 21 of 
tho report we find:— 



"The amount of paper money issacd 
reached the sum of yen 73,825,444. If yen 
46,904,171, or the excess of revenue over 
the expenditure for the eight fiscal years be 
doducted. the balance will be yen 20,421,273, 
which may therefore be considered as tbo 
real net deficit on the general balance sheet 
of revenue and expenditure for those eight 
fiscal years, extending from the restoration to 
tbe 6th month of the 8th year of Meiji." 

Turning next to the financial statement for 
tbe year ending June 1880, we find the 
issue of paper reduced to yen 108,083,203. 
H o reserve to meet this liability is consider- 
able. The report thus deals with it :— 

" Tho amount of the reserve at the com- 
mencement of this financial year, that is, 
on tho 1st July, was 51,325,515 yen 14.4 sen, 
showing an increase of -120,043 yen 54.3 sen 
as compared with last year." 

And again :— 

" Reserve fund. Aotual amount, yen 
51,325,515.134." 

The quotations recently made from Mr. 
Modsset's report seem conclusive evidence 
that the reserve fund is a apecio reserve, for 
the objects it is intended to serve could not 
be carried out with paper currency. The 
position then ia :— Currenoy liability, yen 
108,083,203; reserve, 51,325,515 ; per centage 
of reserve to liability, 47.2. In August last 
yo-ir the ex-finance minister informed his 
guests for publication that the treasury con- 
taincd 30,000,000 yen in gold and ailrer. 
That no portion of this has been used for re- 
demption of currency is shown by tbo explana- 
tions given in the financial report. Tho pa- 
per rcdoemed baa been surplus revenue with- 
drawn from circulation, becauso the reserve 
fund, from which alone an appropriation 
could havo been made for tbe purchase of 
paper on the market, had increased instead 
of diminished, as it would havo done bail 
some millions of silver you boon applied to 
tbe withdrawal of currency. 

With thirty million yen in specie and tbo 
remainder in paper, tbo reserve fund reduces 
the currency circulation to 87,357,088 yen, 
against which there is a specie rcsu-ve of 
34.3 per cent. 

This is the information that official docu- 
ments give us. We acknowledge the diffi- 
culty in drawing accurate conclusions 
from them, but it seems plain that 
the reserve fund stands forth as a prac- 
tical contradiction of two things ; — 1, of 
tbo depreciated value of currency equal 
to 45 per cent, reducing tbo circulatory 
capacity of the country to about 48,000,000 
yen ; and, 2, of tho necessity for foreign assis- 
tance in money, when a sum equal to nearly 
an entire year's iucomo is lying idle in the 
treasury. 

Our object in bringing forward these 
matters is to enable the government to 
anticipate the questions that will assuredly 
be axked, if a new foreign loan is placed on 
the market. Disagreeable as tho task is. it 
is a public duty to point nut to his excel- 
lency Ok CM a that the world will not accept 
his accounts when it comes to practical busi- 
ness operations, in which a nation with a 
surplus in reserve of 51,000.000 on which no 
interest is accruing, seeks to borrow 30.OOU.000 
or so at a rate of interest, taking the vine 
of the isauu into consideration, of 7J per cunt 
per annum. The last accounts are said to 
liMvc passed t lie College of Auditors. This 
may be so, and the reserve fund mutt, conse- 
quently, be a reality. But what does the busi 



It bears with singular hardship upon the 
ex-finance minister, who alone is hold res- 
ponsible by the people, that his elaborate 
accounts evidently made up for the purpose 
of explaining the position, should be open to 
constant doubt and suspicion ; but the 
ground upon which his critics rest their 
case ia of rock not shifting sand ; and bis 
excellency will do well to prepare himself to 
submit to a thorough examination of his 
figures ; and, above all, to bo in readiness to 
produce the alleged amount of the reserve 
fund, to prove the quantity of paper cur- 
rency in circulation, and to satisfy the pro- 
bable lenders of the objects to which thoir 
advances are to be applied. 

If Japan were to adopt a liberal trade 
policy and encourage tho people in the acqui- 
sition of wealth, tho government could obtain 
any amount of money in reason they might 
require. A .'apaneao loan for the improve- 
ment of the country, for the construction of 
high road*, canals, railways, harbours, etc., 
would bo readily subscribed at a moderate 
interest. There would bo no obligation on 
either side. Contrast such a loan with that 
now about to be proposed. Will tbo minis- 
ters look at tho position, aud think what 
their answer would be to a foreign suppliant 
for money assistance under tho circumstances 
in which Japan is undoubtedly situated, if 
any relinnco whatever is to be placed on the 
official financial statements ?—Nov. 13. 



THE LATEST PHASE OF NATIVE 
FOLLY. 



THE Oeaka Shinpo states that six com- 
pa n i os, namely, the Boyeki Shokwai, 
Mitsui Buss.in Kwaisha, Kogio Shokwai, 
Sato Company, Kosho KwaUha, and Okura 
Company have resolved to amalgamate with 
the Specie Bank, for the purpose of uniting 
their capitals into one sum to trade directly 
with foreign countries. Mr. God At, a native 
who attained a high degree of eminence by 
the valuable discovery of a process to extract 
indigo from tho lcavea of the sato-irao, and 
gained the applause of a certain section of 
rabid protectionists by an elaborate series of 
wanton falsehoods about foreign trade and 
foreign treaties, is said to have received 
secret orders from tbe government to estab- 
lish a company to carry on direct foreign 
trade. By these hopeful and commendable 
means, says our Osaka contemporary, com- 
bined with tho earnest protection of the 
undertaking by tho government, the exports 
of Japan will increase yearly, and the 
people will be relieved from their anxiety 
about tbo balance of trade which is so un- 
favourable to Japan. 

It in in this strain of unutterable silliness 
that a certain section of the better educated 
classes of the Japanese peoplo seek to delude 
their fellow count r. men into speculation* 
which can have but one termination — losses 
that, if the transactions are continued, will 
ivsult in bankruptcy. Tho Mitsui Bussan 
Kwaishn has had some cv cii -uco of black 
tea speculations; and tho country is anxious 
to hear what was the outcome of the 
various rieu shipments made by that com- 
pany on government account. Let tb* 
people of Japan ask tho Boyeki Shokwai 
where the specie has gone to that that 
: estimable institution obtained from a bank 
| in the shnpo of advances on Japanese produce 
fur which the sellers received nothing but 
worthless paper. Ask the Kogio Shokwai to 
account for the proceeds of the produce of tha 
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blighting agency to Shanghai and elsewhere, 
and for which returns nre not yet to hand. 
Demand to know from all llieae monopolist* the 
name* of the minister or miniatera who havo 
promised to protect them againit and at the 
coat of the rait of the Japaneae people. Call 
upon Mr. GoDst for repayment of theadTanoea 
he received from government to establish 
works for the manufacture of indigo: and, 
finally, resolve to sell nothing to these mo- 
nopolists unless they pay yon real hard 
money, aa the foreign merchant does, for the 
commodities whioh have oost you ao much 
labour to produce. 

We can only look upon those combin- 
ations na mere agencies for the pur- 
chase of Japanese goods with kinsatau, 
the specie acquired in return being but 
the equivalent of a aale of government 
paper. If these persons are sincere in 
their efforts to promote tbe welfare of Japan, 
let them begin in the right way. Japan's 
great need at this moment is money ; and if 
the persons who profess to have thu prosperity 
of the country at heart will pay in money 
for everything they pnrchaso, then the 
sincerity of tbsir motives may be relied 
npon. If they do not do this, and, 
instead, ssek to foist npou the people worth- 
less paper currency, their agency will have 
but ono effect ; that is, to deprive the working 
men of this country of the lawful return for 
their hard and thankless labour. 

So many appeals have been made in vain 
to tbe government to adopt measures to cor- 
rect the issue of unlimited promissory notes, 
aud to put a stop to the shameful wrong 
every additional issue inflicts upon the suf- 
fervm, that uo hope of relief exists unless in 
the application of other and different reme- 
dies. Paper ourrency baa ceased to have 
more than one-half its nominal value ; and 
even to this depreciation there is no limit. 
The Ten worth fifty-fire cents to-day 
may, 



have some oontrol ; to avoid the risks of ship- 
ments on uusettk-d mnrketa ; and the delays 
that mnst arise in the receipt of their pro- 
ceeds : or, to dispone of their goods to pt- rsons 
who will, through a multiplicity of ngencics, 
deal with foreigners far off over whom the 
principal* cau not have the slightest control ; 
incur a ruinous waste of time in realisation of 
proceeds ; and run the risk of tho honvy 
losses that are almost inseparable from igno- 
rance and conceit. 

We must excuse ourselves for treating this 
affair seriously. The scheme Honrs u|H>n its 
face the st imp of impracticability ; but our 
object has been to warn the intended victims 
of the danger of permitting any of their 
goods to pass from thoir control, except in 
return for specie, in which payments have 
always been made by tho |hatofal foreigner. 
— Nov. 11. 



by another financial blunder, be 
reduoed to forty cents to-morrow, and 
twenty the month after. The exigencies of 
tbe situation may leave the government no 
alternative but to increase tbe circulation. 
Government cannot bo carried on for nothing. 
If there is no mouey there mnst be an increase 
of debt, and that increased debt molt, in tbe 
common course of things, decrease the value 
of past liabilities. In opposition to this un- 
trustworthy medium of exchange is tho prin- 
ciple of barter. Paper mouey, baring no 
farther trustworthy value, should be refusod ; 
sad those persons who have commodities for 
aale should ro'ttso to part with them except 
for other commodities, or for gold or silver, 
whioh is the seme thing. The moment this 
resolve is formed the orisis will have arrived ; 
and as a crisis is inevitable the sooner it is 
experienced the better; every day's delay 
will add to its severity. 

There nre no reasons why Japanese should 
not engage in direct trade with any part of 
tbe world. No person dosires to prevent 
them ; or even gives tbe matter a thought ; 
on tbe contrary, every possible assistance 
will be offered. But we point out to the 
unsuspecting country people, the producers, 
that foreign merchants pay for all they pur- 
chase in silver, and they give valne. These 
new men, who regard foreigners, for reasons 
that are obvious, as the stnmbling block of 
their existence, can afford to undersoil the 
foreign merchant because their own payments 
ere only promises to give one thing of value 
foranother thing of value, at an indefinite and 
uu named period. The question then is, whe- 1 
tber it is better for Japan to deal directly 
with foreigners on tbe spot over whom they I 



A GREAT GOVERNMENT TRADING 
COMPANY. 

THE latest movement of the government 
is the propf - to sell to tho people all 
those costly toys >wn as industrial works, 
founded and si rted by public funds for 
the express purple of competing with un- 
aided and officially unsupported undertakings. 
The terms of purchase are lilornl aud easy, 
but there are few private persons disposed to 
incumber themselves with a wool factory, in a 
country where tbero is no wool: with mines, 
whilo the mining laws of Japan prevontiill pos- 
sibility of lucrative working ; with any of those 
undertakings in Yezo which, if in tho hands 
of energetic persons, might bo made profitable, 
while tho imperfect menus of coinmumciti>>n 
and tho coast monopoly piohihit the con- 
veyance of the products on any terms suffi- 
ciently reasonable to give hope of successful 
results. In fine, those undertaking* are re- 
garded with groat disfavour; and should the 
government be compelled to close them the 
measure will bo hailed with general satis- 
faction by the people, who know c-nongli 
about their rights to regard official trading 
of any kind as an nu warrantable invasion of 
their privileges 

These are reasons why the invitation of the 
government will not he responded to, but 
there is another cause of far deeper import. 
The occurrences of the past few weeks hare 
served to show tho direction in which govern- 
ment trade is drifting. The reported amal- 
gamation of the Specie Bank with tbe i)«yeki 
Shokwni, the Mitsui Bussan Kwaisha, Kogio 
Shokwai, and other officially supported trad- 
ing concerns, and thu formation of others, 
notably that with which Mr. Godai has been 
entrusted in Osaka, leave no doubt of the 
intention of the government to abandon the 
unromunerative industrial works and come 
forward as aceapareuri of the whole export 
trade of Japan. In forming this opinion we 
have given duo weight to the persistence 
with which officials of nil ranks in combina- 
tion with a venal press, liavo endeavoured to 
discredit foreign trade in the eyes of the 
people by throwing upon it the odium of nil 
the embarrassments naturally accruing from 
bad financial policy The rule of asser- 
tion baa been that resident foreign mer- 
chants derive the entire benefit of the 
commerce of Japan with other countries, 
and will continue to do so unless Juponeso 
come forward and engage in what, thev 
are pleased to term " direct trade." To curry 
on "direct trade," that is, to dispone of pro- 
dnce in the consuming markets, and pur- 
chase import* required at the places of pro- 
" ; and a benevolent 



govornmont is to posture as the saviour of 
the commerce of the nation. The govern- 
ment will provide capital, and we shall soon 
seo the Japan Trading Society established 
and in full operation, in defiance of the stipu- 
lations in the treaties to the effect that 
government interference with trade is strictly 
prohibited, and tho repeated declarations 
that all restrictions on trade and intercourse 
between foreigners and Japanese have been 
entirely removed by imperial proclamation. 

Of tbe effect of this measure there is no 
doubt whatever. Government agents with 
an unlimited command of money will outbid 
all independent purchasers of produce. The 
losses on official trading are inevitable, and 
it is matter of small moment whether those 
losses be increased or diminished, for what- 
ever the final returns may be they will bo 
in specie against an original outlay in paper 
currency. Once in possession of tbe pro- 
duce upon which tho people have heretofore 
relied for the conduct of that commerce 
which has so far been eminently beneficial, 
tbe government will place themselves in the 
hands of wholly irresponsible agents, and the 
new business will begin on a scale compared 
to which all past transactions in rice will be 
insignificant. 

In support of the proposition pnt forward 
that official trading must result in losses, wo 
have only to say that private merchants are 
satisfied if their profits on a series of ventures 
do not exceed the commission payable by 
government to one of many agents ; and that 
the advices received by merchants are in- 
finitely more valuable and trustworthy than 
the government can expect under the mnst. 
favourable circumstances. 

It is a peculiarity of official business that 
special knowledge is not required in the agents 
usually selected. Mercantile houses of high 
standing arc not, as a rule, entrusted with the 
conduct of tho transactions ; and consequently 
there are many foreigners waiting here solely 
in hope of an appointment as government 
agent for tho oxport of grain. The govern- 
ment have not, therefore, the advantage of 
oxporionce, of high mercantile reputation, 
or of other substantial guaranties that justico 
will be done to their trading ventures ; and 
aa not one but a multiplicity of agents must 
be employed, the commissions alone preclude 
all prospect of a successful issue. For these 
and other reasons, tho result of govornmont 
-peculations is novor made known. The losses 
that ariso, the charges paid, tho original coat, 
and the disposition of the proceeds oro care- 
fully concealed lest the public should demur 
to the continuance of operations ao dis- 
astrous to themselves, for all IobscS of the go- 
vornmont most come out of tho pockets of 
the people. 

As past experience proves that remon- 
strances on the part of aggrieved persons have 
no weight whatever with the government, it 
follows that a species of passive resistance 
must form the defence of the people. Tho 
merchants of Japan will soon be called Upon to 
choose between an independent foreign trade, 
and onu conducted by tho government. The 
former is an interchange of commodities, tho 
symbol of exchange being specio available nt 
all times and in all countries. The latter is 
an exchange of commodities for papor sym- 
bols of money — promissory notea with no 
duo date and no assets in possession of tho 
issuers — which, beyond their fast diminish- 
ing power of domestic circulntimi, are utter- 
Ir useless as a medium of exchange. The 
former firings value into tho country. Tho 
latter takes value away. The former is bene- 
ficial to all who cn/ag. in it. Tbe latter 
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ia injurious. With thone considerations before 
them, the people mast decide for themselves, 
and come to a apeody resolution of preference 
for foreign specie or their country's paper. 

That the government intend to employ 
the produce of the nation as a means of 
procuring treasure wherewith to defray their 
liabilities abroad, is not a mere supposition. 
It will be apparent to every common under- 
standing, that if the government were com- 
pelled to pay in specie for the commodities 
they export, the mere force of circumstances 
would stop the trado they are now 
ongsging in. No demonstration iB required 
for the proposition that if a government is 
subjected to greater trade charges than a 
private merchant in the realisation of the 
venture, the latter can pay more to the pro- 
ducer and afford to sell for less than the 
government; for the simple reason that the 
agency charges to which the latter arc sub- 
jected are never incurred by the merchant. 
In short, the government would recover, as the 
result of thoir venture, less money than they 
had to pay : the merchaut more. The dif- 
ference is a heavy loss to one and a small 
profit to tho other. 

It may be argned that we have no justi- 
fication in proceeding upon the ground that 
government purchases will be in paper. Wo 
have the dictum of the ex-finance minister, 
hi* excellency Okuma Shjoknobt, for asserting 
that the reserve fund of fifty millions of yen 
is in specie, and thnt the government are in 
tho habit of purchasing produce for paper 
and shipping it away to obtain spi'cio tor uses 
whioh effectually provent its influx into Japan. 
When Mr. Modnset, secretary of H. B. M. 
Legation, solicited information from the ex- 



threatened with extinction by government 
operations so secretly conducted that direct 
proof of officinl intervention is difficult to 
obtain. But circumstantial evidence is strong. 
Thero is tho Specie Bank and its avowed 
support by the government who are share- 
holders to the extent of two-thirds of it* 
stock, and providers of the remainder of 
the capital by the happy expedient of issuing 
bonds payable on demand in silver in ex- 
change f< r currency at par. Foreigners are 
amosed, and, it is fondly hoped, foiled, by 
reports that, although the Specie Bank pur- 
chased with paper produce for export on 
whioh specie advances were procured and 
handed over to the government, it was acting 
on liehalf of a wealthy person in the country. 
None of us are deceived by such rumours. 
We believe, in common with all intelligent 
non-official Japanese, that tho operations of 
tho Specie Bank and all kindred associations 
have but one object, tho acquisition of specie 
thnt can be obtained in no other way; and 
the conclusions wo are justified in drawing 
from such evidence as is before us nre, that 
the government are about to absorb such 
portion of tho oxport trade as will be suffici- 
ent to provide tbem with the necessary 
specie formerly obtained by tho exchange of 
paper for specie on tho opon markets ; and 
that the sellers will roccivo in return for 
commodities saleable for toal money nothing 
but worthless paper, every fresh emission of 
which is a now wrong inflicted upon the 
tuition, and an additional burden to the dis- 
tressed state of national affairs. 

Finally, Japan, with a reserve of 50,000.000 
yen in "coin and bullion;" with abundant 
supply of merchantable produce for exports- 
finance minister, it was readily and courteously tion, and with an enterprising people anxioni 



accorded to him : and Sir Harry Pabkrs, in 
forwarding Mr. Modnsbt's report to H.B.M. 
principal secretary of state for foreign affairs, 
said : — " I am now able to place before your 
" lordship a clear and concise report by Mr. 
" MOCXSET, which will, I think, be of material 
" aid in tho study of this statement and in 
" rendering the "condition of the finances of 
" this government easily intelligible. The 
"conclusion to be drawn from these papers 
" is certainly favourable, as they show that 
" the expenditure of this country is mot by 
" its income, and that the finance minister is 
" not only strennously exerting himself to 
" dovelope a sound system of public account, 
" bnt is also willing to givo full publicity to 
"all his measures." Tho report thus com- 
mended is that calling special attention to the 
reserve fund, which then stoo 
yen, and from it. we 
passage 

that tho reserve fund is in specie, 



as evidence of tho 



at 47,098,883 
extract the following 
truth of the 



mid that the govern 
purchased with eurrenoy to defray liabilities 
abroad. 

" Tho ministry of finance informed 
mo thnt tho government have, 
to lime, certain payments to 

in account, for instance, of the 
redemption of their foreign debt, for men of 
war, arms. Ac. Being unwilling to draw on 
their reserve of coin or bullion for 
payments they are in the habit of purchasing 
rice in the country, and exporting it to pi: 
whore they think it will find a good market. 
Commercial adventures of this sort do not 
always turn out advantageously, nnd hence 
arise tho losses n'n»v« nienN'.iied, wV.-li, if 
they »gai.» accrue, are to bo charged to the 
reserve "fund itself." (viU Blue Book. Cm- 
mcrcial NV 17. (187*1 Part 111). 

With this quotation we must draw to a 
close for tho present. Foreign trade ia 



to engage in commerce, is about to appoar 
before the world as a beggar for assistance 
from thoae foreign nations whose trado she 



diminish tho employment of labour. These 
principles apply with extra force in an agri- 
cultural country such ns Japan ought to be. 
The farmer will say, — 1 I have rioe sufficient 
for all my wants ; mora rice is of no value, 
and the labour bestowod upon it ia wasted. 
But if I can exchango my surplus rice for 
other commodities I require bnt cannot pro- 
duce, or for gold and silvor whioh will at any 
time purchase those commodities, or supply 
the moans to build houses, mills, ships, rail- 
ways, then I will double ray crop next year, 
add to it eaoh succeeding year, and leave a 
valuable inheritance to my Boooeasor.' This 
argument is perfectly sound. The fermer 
will grow rich upon the expenditure of noth- 
ing bnt labour; and the ory throughout 
Japan nt this moment is,—' We havo a large 
quantity of surplus produce, useless while 
in our possession, but available for exchange 
fur other commodities worth to ua one hundred 
million dollars at least. We want no foreign 
loans, no protective trade policy, no aouuraed 
monopolies, no offioial interference. All we 
ask is to be let alone ; and for permission to 
realiao our surplus produce in onr own 
way. froe from the thraldom and burdens 
imposed upon ns by officinl privileges 
granted to individuals by government at 
nur cost and expense. The government 
cannot tench us how to trade; why then 
do they interfere with us, and meddle 
with tho inalienable rights of every free 
people, creating discontent, disaffection and 
poverty, where loyalty, patriotism and pros- 
perity should reigu ?' 

Unwilling as a tiading government may 
bo to recognise tho truth, this feeling through- 
out Japan grows stronger daily. The people 
have tasted the sweets of oomraeroe. They 
can no longer be deceived by the stale and 
musty theories of protection, or see tho 
wisdom of government restrictions and 



loudly contemns while monopolizing it in ^interferences with the interchange of oom- 

1 modities; and the time cannot bo far 
off whon tho trading interest of the 



violation of tho essence of the commercial 
treaties, and in contemptuous indifference to 
the obligations of honour and good faith. — 
Nov. 20. 



INFLUENCE OF THE COAST TRADE 
ON CAPITAL. 



THE last accounts received from Niigata 
leave no doubt of the excellence of the 
crop. The harvest of 1880 will, in all pro- 
liability, prove the richest ever gathered in 
Japan, and herein is to be perceived the first 
foundations of capital, and the commence- 
ment of the accumulation of wealth which, 
carefully nursed, will secure for the empire 
a position infinitely superior to any to 
be attained by the nae of that which Japan 
is pleased to oall her military and naval 
that, without the great motor, 
are as inert and useless as engines 
without fuel. Capital, in the words of a well 
known writer, ia the accumulated savings of 
a nation— the balance of the produce the 
people have abstained from using— repre- 
sented by its railways, houses, mills, furni- 
ture, gold, silver, anything that has cost 
labour to produce or procure. Japan, there- 
fore, is now in a position to begin the forma- 
tion of capital ; in fact, the capital is at hand 
and only awaits realisation. 

Surplus produce, as tbo term clearly im- 
plies, is tlie balance remaining after the Hunt* 
of a nation's own consumers have been sup- 
plied. In the producing country that snrpliu 
is almost wholly useless ; its tendency un 
doubtedly boin'g to lower values unduly. 



country will make itself felt in the legis- 
lature, and in the house of representa- 
tives ; and tho government will do well to 
concede voluntarily that which must, in a 
short time, bo forced from tbem. 

With every element essential to success in 
the rapid accumulation' of wealth, Japan is 
steeped in poverty; and the remedies the 
government seek to apply are further issues 
of inconvertible paper money, and the estab- 
lishment of monopolies to rob the people 
of their trade ; "instead of seeing that all 
these depressions aud miseries arise from the 
careless action of selfishness in the never- 
dying force of class and personal interest*, 
in tho steady and constant efforts to promote 
private gains at the oost of tho whole com- 
munity ; that raon suffer because, with au 
immediate gain before them, a something 
they can see and handle, they are not equal 
to the sacrifice nocosssry to ensure the larger 
and more prolific result Thuir decisions are 
based on the narrow vision of personal ad- 
vantage; they havo not brains enough to 
grasp the higher truth, that the welfare of 
each is most effectively aulu.-ved hv securing 
the welfare of all. Hcnoe the retribution ia 
fearful." Industry languishes; whole trades 
are swept away, and an entire people are 
sacrificed to th H enrichment of the few. 

That this is the condition of Jn pan no one 
t-.\u conic for.vir land dene ; nnd that it should 
continue without one friendly warning is 
impossible. The people may some day ro- 
inomber that at a critical period of their 
history, when their commerce was inradsd 
by official monopolie, of th. won* oaawmotor, 
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their interests sacrificed and betrayed by 
a suborned anil venal press, one foreign 
journalist >it least had the courage to protest 
against the action of the government of Japan 
towards their own people. 

The speedy realisation of anrplns produce 
ia a yitnl necessity ; and the first measure is 
to procure cheap nnd ahiindant means of 
conveyance from one port to another; or 
from tho non-treaty porta directly to foreign 
markets. That the Milan Bis hi Company 
can perform this duty is impossible. They 
have not the vcsscIb necessary, even if their 
freights were lowered sufficiently to induce 
merchants to aliip hy them. Another and 
Rtronger ohjeetion lo tho use of the Mitau 
Bishi steamers is tho favouritism which one 
government company will always show 
to another. The freight nominally charged 
to a private merchant nnd a govern- 
ment company such ss the Specie Bank 
is, is nominally tho same ; hut what return 
does the Utter receive ? What advantage* 
in the shape of prior shipment, prior 
delivery and other preferences will not one 
official monopolist accord to another, when 
their interests are identical. 'Support my 
steam line and :n turn I will support your 
grain trsdo. The people are nothing : our 
interests arc paramount : we must prosper at 
all hazards; theroforo, let us assist one 
another.' These are tho principles that guide 
all monopolists ; and unless tho people ariao 
and disperse the restrictions which deprive 
them of the power to realise their own pro- 
perty, they must remain as they arc — the 
bondamen and slaves of a chosen few of their 
own countrymen. Tho first stop towards an 
ertion of trade rights mnst be a resolute 
nination to oontest the monopoly of 
the coast trade. Why should producers 
be taxed to the extent of double and 
even treble tho freights that first class 
steamors can be engaged for? It is nut 
the law 



whether it is better for Japan lo maintain 
her cruel commercial and navigation laws, 
forego tho realisation of wealth, and discou- 
rage its production in the fntnri-, or to modify 
those laws and lay the foundation of what 
tho nation so urgently requires— Capital ? 
Tho struggle must bo between the opposing 
forces of Monopolv and Poverty wnw Free 
Trade and Wealth. Wo await the issue 
without anxiety, though not without curio- 
sity.— AW 20. 

A MITER 1'ILL FOR THE BALANCE 
OF TRADE THEORIST*. 



M' 



R. GODAI, president of the Osaka 
chamber of commerce, in his lust 
address to the members, again referred to the 
adverse balance of forei-ii trade as tho cause 
of the depreciation of currency consequent 
upon a drain of specie. Having proved in 
various ways the falsity of the doctrine thai 
Japan has to provide »n annual sum of 
money to defray the cost of imports in excess 
of the commodities given in exchange there- 
for, we will now bring Mr. OoOAI faco lo face 
with hard fseta furnished by tho customs 
returns and the government organ, the Xiehi 
Kichi Shinbun. 

The trade of tho last four yens is general- 
ly admitted as more heavily against Japan, in 
tho matter of imports, than any similar pre- 
vious period. Here are tho figures: — 

Imports. Exports. 

1870-77 -25.12l.Hii7 ... 27.503.4U7 

1877- 78 31.ti27.tHiS* ... 26,907.300 

1878- 79 29.815,353 ... 24.CU.760 

1879- 80 36.291,114 ... 27.837.96o 



123,136.327 100,803.4*2 
Excess of imports Yen 16.292.85.5 



gov 
can 



have frequently loaded 
chartered by the 



This gum, tho Imlsnce of trade 
rigidly excludes chartered declare, must be provided by the country in 
>m non-treaty ports, bo- i money to be exported. The 
are : — 

Imports. 

1876- 77 7,977,598 

1877- 78 1,912,640 

1878- 79 2,791,404 

1879- 80... 5,068,928 



vemment or government agents. There 
nnot be one law for the governmi 



government, and 
another for the people. If an official, or 
official company, can send a chartered foreign 



vessel to an unopened port, every Japanese 
subject has tho same right. This question 



Exports 

7,395.305 
10,940.758 
11.052,555 
14,106,036 



17.750.570 ... 43.554.654 

can bo raised with advantage. If permission 

to charter a foreign vessel to load grain at a Excess of export yon 25.804,084 

tion-troaty port bo refused, or an unreasonable ' - 

delay is made to defeat tho application, an The AVcni A T i>A» Shinb'in of 6tb instant, 
action fur damages will lie against the go. i u an article on financial reform, says, 
verntnont in the Superior Courts. The ques- i " Hitherto a sum of 1,700.000" to 
tion is eonstilulional ; and it will be for thoj" 1,800,000 yen for principal and interest of 
Daiahin-in to declare whether or not the " foreign debt*; nnd another great sum of 
government, in the persons of their com- 1 " 3,500,000 ven for various expenditure of the 
mercial agents, are endowed with privileges | <• civil service; in all 5.3o0,ooo ven, all in 
that may be denied In the people. The [" specie, has been annually re<|nircd."+ These 
moment this question is determined, the t f\<r ar r« are certainly not .understated, and tho 
course will be clear. If the dee" 
substantially in favour of the gnvi 
the latter will have established their right t.> 
monopolies and their privileges; nnd will 
stand before the world as tho chief obstacles 
to the extension of Japanese commerce. 
Should tho decision be lo the effect that 
the people are entitled to the same pri- 
vileges as officials enjoy, the monopoly of i 



beyond the business of tho day Japan ia not 
indebted for imports. The returns show an 
excess of 16,292,855 yen ; and under any cir- 
cumstances treasure exported in payment 
cannot exceed 4,000,000 ; or little more 
than 25 per cent, of tho so-called balance. 

This is a hitter pill for Mr. Oodai, and hiB 
clique of officially supported monopolists who 
desire to deceive the peoplo for the pnrpoao 
of getting into their sole possession tn0 entire 
foreign trade. 

Favourable as the balance of trade now is, 
tho government aro doing their best to de- 
prive the people of its benefits. By i 
the produce which forms tho only 
payment Japanese merchants possosa, ox- 
porting it, and using the proceods for go- 
vernment requirements abroad, the import 
trade must be cnt down until it finally dis- 
appears, and Japanese commerce will be re- 
duced to official export*, in return for which 
tho pooplo will receive neither ooiu uor com- 
modities in oxchange. 

The advisers of tho government on politi- 
cal ooonomy must be utterly ignorant of the 
first principles of the aoienoe; and those 
ministers who have the interest* of their 
country at heart will do well to take these 
facte into serious consideration. 

In conclusion, wo ask the Japanese press 
to deal with tbo question in the same spirit 
that animates us— an earnest desire for the 
welfare of Japan. — Noil. 13. 



• actual sum of I 
paid la four jean ib 



pal. 

to 1879-8 >, yen 7,4*7,081. 

t In an article on " The Drain of Specie." in the 
Japan Oaxttit of October E3rd. we estimated tho 
annual specie expenditure of tho government at 
Jen 6.416,885 ; fig- urea that our t 
at&ntmJlj affirms. 
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AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION IN 
JAPAN. 

The College it Sapporo. 



the coast carrying trade will bo smashed 
like a crockery |»ot, and Japanese cnmmorcu 
freed from the heavest burden imposed upon 
it. The stake is a valuable one, emhrncinp 
tho principles that the labourer is Worthy of 
his hire, and that every man has a right to 
do what he likes with hi* own. On it, too, 



on is | gi»v(>rnm»nt's specie expenditure in the four 
iment, | years accounts for an export of treasure value 
yen 21,21*0,00(1, leaving a balance, not ac- 
counted for, of 4,6o4,0$4 yen only. It is 
said that Mr. Reed's three ironclads cost 
Nomowhero about 83,000,0011. a sum not in- 
cluded in the government's specie expen- 
diture given above; nnd we n re not in error 
in asserting that sov-rul f ivlgn steamers 
were bought ont of government funds in 
1876-77. We know Hint the majority of 
the latter were transferred to government offi- 
cials, though they n r e now nominally the pro- 
perty of the Mitsn Bishi Companv. 

With these plain facts before ns, what bo- 
comes of the balance of trade ? That is, 



depends the solution of the problem, uamelv, > how is it paid for ? We know wy wall that 



Rinoe the day when the great 
Amateraan - o - mi • kami sent her younger 
brother Haya-ausanowo to Japan to teach 
Ukemochi-no-kami the art of agriculture, 
. and, according to the legend, the latter was 
killed by Susanowo and from different parts 
of her body sprang the principal crops of the 
; land vie : rice, barley, ilii'Un, adxuki, ava, 
Ai'y«, a mulberry tree and silkworms, and also 
a cow and horse from the head, until the 
present time, the methods of cultivation of 
those crops have probably undergone but 
little ohange 

The most important improvements in 
historical times appear to he the cultivation 
of tea, the introduction of tobacco, cotton, 
and paper-making, improvements in silk 
rearing, and the introduction of new food 
plants by the Dutch. 

Tea is mentioned as having boen used in 
tho eighth century, but was more widely 
cultivated from the beginning of the thir- 
teenth and greatly extended in the fifteenth 
century by Yoshimitsu. 

Tobacco, now cultivated in all the threo 
chief islands, was introduced by tho Portu- 
guese in the beginning of the seventeenth 
century. 

Cotton was first introduced about A.D. 
ckH), but after a time its cultivation was 
i it was re-introduced at the 
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close of the ICth century, by ft foreign ship 
driven on to the coast of Hoshiu, and thence 
it rapidly spread. Silkworm rearing received 
a great impetus in tlu reign of tho Empress 
Jingo-kogu in the third century nt tlio hands 
of Koreans brought to Japan for the purpose. 
Tlio unit mention of paper-making in history 
is in the reign of the Empress Suiko. about 
A.D. COO, when the paper mulberry is said 
to hnvo been introducud from Korea loge- 
thor with tho process of paper manufacture : 
besides the bark nf this shrub many other 
materials nrr now employed in the manu- 
facture of Japanese paper. Several crops 
now cultivated to a considerable extent wero 



with him as professors two yonng men, 
graduates of the institution. Those three gen- 
tlemen arrived in Sapporo " in good condi- 
tion " on July 3lst, 1876, The collego was 
formally opuned on Aug. 14th in the same 
yoar. 

The course of instruction extends over 
four years, and those students who complete 
their studies satisfactorily are given a degree 
with the title of Bachelor of Science ; the 
first class graduated in July of this year. 
After graduation the stndonts are expected 
to remain employe* of tho Kaitaknshi for 
five years. The number of students at any 
one time is limited to thy, and all their 



introduced by the Portuguese nnd Dutch, as expenses whilst in the c -ego are defrayed 
the summon potato, nod others liavo buen 
introduced at a later dato, na beets and many 
vegetables. 

01 late years the importance of conduct- 
ing tho art of agriculture on a scientific basis 
has been recognisod throughout tho civilised 
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Colic 



world, and given rise 
formation of Agricultni 
peri m onto! stations. Germany nov 
in no less than seventy-four cities 



o to the 
t and ex- , 
possesses | 
or towns 1 

an Agricultural Collego or Vtrmcha. Station 
or both: Austria has sixteen: France tho large 
school and farm at Orignon besides many J 
others: the United States nominally a College 
in each State: Italy has its chief college , 
at Portiei near Naples, and nine other sta- i 
tions : England its colleges at Cirencester 
and Down ton, and the experimental farm of] 
Mr. Lawes at Rothamstend, besides other 
■mailer stations: Ireland the Glasnevin school 
at the bead of many : Scotland two or three 
experimental stations, notably one at Abor- 1 
deeu : and nearly every other European go- 
vernment, as Sweden, Denmark, Belgium, 
Holland, Switzerland, and even Russia and 
Spain, has provided colleges for the teaching 
of agriculture on a scientific basis. In all 
about 150 experimental stations exist in 
Europe. Japan has followed in her turn by the 
foundation of two government agricultural 
colleges with foreign teachers, and is now, 
we believe, establishing centres in every ken 
for carrying out agricultural education and 
experiments. Some private agricultural 
schools also exist in the metropolis and 
elsewhere. 

We intend in this and following articles 
to give some historical and critical accounts 
of these two colleges; the one founded in the 
island of Ycto at Sapporo on an American 
model, its prototype being the Amherst 
Agricultural College, Massachusetts ; and the 
other situated in this island a few miles from 
the capital. 

The Sapporo collego having been founded 
first shall first receive attention. 

Tho idea of such a college seems to have 



by the government. Y~* learn from the 
president of the year 1876-7 that the col- 
lego was founded in tho " vast province of 
Hokkaido" in order that yonng men train- 
ing for ollicers may become familiar with 
the climato, soil and resources of this colony. 
By tho way, why is this island of Yozo called 
and in some way treated ns a colony ? And 
will not future historians have to extend tho 
categorical division of colonies beyond the 
Phcauecian, the Grecian, the Roman, the 
British and trading colonies and add the 
Japaneso colony ? In the first annual re- 
port, of tho college we aro treated to many 
amazing remarks on the natural resources of 
Hokkaido and to a sufficient number of 
truisms and platitudes, but some of the 
statements made are we think in a form 
more likely to mislead than be of any 
value to the Japanese. Why, for in- 
stance, have we the bald statements that 
tho annual hay crop in tho state of New 
York is worth more than fifty million dol- 
lars ; that the oorn crop of Illinois amounts 
to one hundred and thirty million bushels 
per annnm, and that the value of domestic 
animals in the United States is more thai 
♦ l,o00,000,000, and the value of those an 
nually sold or slaughtered for food is not 
less than four hundred millions, and so on, 
without any indication given of the area of 
these states, or of the United States, or any 
comparison of these areas with that of Yexo 
or of Japan ? Tho " city " of Sapporo is 
situated in the valley of the Ishcaxi river 
and on one of its branches the Toyohira. 
From Sapporo to tho Ishcari at tho village 
of Tsu-ishcari is about ten or eleven miles. 
Tho town— we beg pardon, the city,— itself 
is distant from Hakodate about one hundred 
and fifty miles by the diroci route along the 
highway (completed in 1873) from Hako- 
date to Mori, thence across Volcano bay to 
Mororan in a small slcnmor, and again by 
road about fifty miles along the east const 
to Tomakomai whence tho road turns inland 
uorthwards about forty miles to Sapporo, 
which is approached over a fine wooden 



chiefly occupied with lecture rooms and 
museums ; one is the chemical labora- 
tory and the other and newest one is 
the military hall building, the lower story 
of which is divided into lecture rooms and 
work rooms, and tho upper story furnishes a 
military hall and armoury for the military 
department lately organised under Lient. 
Kato, and which, as wo arc told more than 
onoo in the third report, is providod with 
" rifles and side arms for a battalion of fifty 
men ; " truly ft skeleton battalion. ^Tbo 
buildings are, on tho whole, commodious, 
very well suited for their purposes and pro- 
vide ample accommodation for tho number 
of students ; some of the educational estab- 
lishments nearer homo might take ft leooon 
from them. Besides the above mentioned, 
there is also a small two storied building 
used as a library, and evidently from the 
design of a nativo architect. This does not 
recommend itself as do the other buildings, 
and is out of keeping with them ; and more- 
over it docs not possoss the first essentials of 
ft library next to books — good light and good 
ventilation. Turning now for ft few minutes 



fifty 



in ft 



to the collego farm, which is situated at a 
distanco of a mile or so from tho oollege, we 
find that in 1877 it consisted of about two 
hundred and fifty acres, of which one hun- 
dred were arable and in good condition, one 
hundred wero uncultivated land devoted to 
pasturage, and the remaining 
timber laud. The farm 
and through a hollow within ita 
flows a bright stream of water i 
feet wide. The whole is 
of oak stakes and rails bouud 
vines ; the fields aro also div 
fence*, some of tho newest and 
of which, as also tho cheapest, are 
roughly hewn strong rails placed 
cross-wiso without any tying. 

Perhaps tbe most striking and certainly 
tho most conspicuous feature on the farm is 
the model Wo. This has 
often both in terms of praise aud of 



with 



often both in terms of praise aud < 
that no detailed description is neoei 
during the last year an addition < 
long and thirty wide has been 



the suspension bridge across tho Toyohira. Sap- 
the|poro once boasted a capilol : there was a 
iud of 1875 that a plan for the foundation of - tire.— But tho glories and works of the city 



originated with General Caprou about 
year 1872, but it was not until towards 



this college was approved by the minister f 
the Kaitaknshi, Kuroda KiyoUka, nnd the 
Japanese minister at Washington was then 
instructed to select a president and a 6inntl 
stuff of teachers. The collego which was 
chosen as a model for this institution was 
the Massachusetts Agricultural College at 
Amherst, one of the best known nnd best 
conducted of tho State agricultural col- 
leges ; its reputation abroad has, perhaps, 
chiefly been fostered by tho experiments of 
Dr. Uoessmunn on sugar producing plants, 
especially on the sugar tori/hum. Tho authori- 
ties of this American collego " kindly lo.iuec 
their president for a year that he might 
organise tbe Japanese oollege " and be took 



and all tliat it has are they not written in 
the Imoks of the chronicles of the Kai- 
takushi. 

Tho college buildings aro on a plot of 
ground of about fourteen acres on the north 
sulo of tho "city " and formerly near to the 
capitol. now conveniently handy to the 
Grand Hotel which is nearly completed. 

They consist of wood, md plostar stnic 
lures to most of whic :;ore been added, 
sine.) their erection, »to chimneys. There 
are two long one-storied buildings 
the centre of the plot which are 
for dormitories, dining hall, kitchen, bath 
rooms, servants' quarters, <Stc., and four 
two-storied buildings, two of which are 



eighty feet 
i made to it 
food 



long 
afford i I 

and water, and also a slaughter room, thus show- 
ing tliat this construction finds favour ftt all 
events with tho Sapporo authorities. It may 
be called an apparatus for the conversion of 
fodder into meat and manure, the hay aud 
corn being taken in on the top floor, let down 
to the cattle on the first floor and the residue 
taken out at tho basement as manure ; such a 
structure is doubtless eminently suited for ft 
country where building land is very valuable, 
and farm labourers are scrupulously clean, 
and opidemic and inflections diseases ftre on- 
known ; whether it is snitablc to this country 
is another question. It reminds one of the 
American invention, the machine 
into which live pigs are put at one end and 
hams, brushes and saddles come out at the 
other. A similar Kirn ha.l boon erected at 
tho government experimental farm at Nanai, 
abont 12 miles from Hakodate. 

There are an excellent granary, imploment 
shed, nuVes, and other necessary buildings on 
the farm, also an apparatus and kiln for the 
manufacture of draining tiles and pipes ; and 
a museum of agricultural products iu good 
order. 

The soil of the farm is chiefly a Gno black 
earth of a foot and upwards iu depth resting 
on alluvial formations, partly a yollowisb 
loam, part sand and gravel, and, in some 
places, a layer of volcanic lava, which latter, 
when it J. near tbe eurfaoo, mOcr. ft. 



THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 



243 



cultivation very difficult m the hard and 
sharp lava stones proaent a very sorious im- 
pediraont to tho passago of ploughs and 
other implement*. Generally the soil is of 
good quality and easily worked, and the soil 
of thia valley of tho Ishcari would appear 
to be tho beat of any extent in the island, 
and to compare favourably with any in the 
empire. Abont twenty ncroa of land wore 
laid down to grass two yearn ago, and drcaaed 
with fi«h guano and from this a most excel- 
lent crop of hay of over two tons per acre 
has been obtained this year. A further area 
of land ha* also been treated for thia verv 
necessary purpose, the production of good 
permanent pasture, and the indication.. w< 
far are very promising. The implement 
shed is well stocked with machines and 
implements of American manufacture or of 
native make from these as model* ; tho work- 
men scomod to bo fairly proficient in the 
use of tho implements, and to keep them in 
good order. 

The working stock consists of about twelve 
horses, nine of which are of the Nambu 
breed and the others Yexo pouies, and three 
or four working hull*. Of neat cattle the 
farm owns ten short-horn cows, four bulls and 
four calves, of these half tho cows and calves 
are of good blood ; one Ayrshire bull and 
five oowa and three calves of tho same breed ; 
about fit toe n Nambu oxen and cows, and a 
young heifer and a bull calf half-bred short- 
horn and JnpaDese. There are also between 
thirty and forty pigs, including five Berkshire 
breeding sows ; and a flock of abeep is kept on 
an outlying farm. The stock is all in healthy 
and well tended condition, tho milch cows 
and short-horns doing remarkably well; the 
great improvement of the hulf-breds over 
the nativo cattle, which cam bo seen also at 
Nnnai, should cause the rapid spread of such 
improvements through tho country. The 
following extract from tho roport of the 
Farm Director for last year in relation to 
the Ayrshire cattle, it worth noting, lioth for 
tho information it imparts and as an example 
of tho easy style of composition adopted. 
" During the past year I have purchased in 
" America through iheagency of Kx- President 
" Clark, six Ayrshire cows and one bull. 
'* One of tho cows, giving birth to a calf 
" during the ocean voyage, which was excep- 
" lionellv rough, and probably not receiving 
" proper care, either because of tho ignorance 
" or neglect of tho crew whose business it 
" was to attend to her, died. The calf, how. 
"over, was saved and it, with the remaining 
" animals, reached hero safely in the suni- 
'* mcr." 

in the second and third annnal reports of 
the college will be found a financial statement 
of the farm expenditures and receipts; these 
statements give useful information and nro 
interesting, but they would scarcely stand 
scrutiny by a liusiuess man. In tho last 
year's account is no item of 0-j yen for gun- 
powder, which we are told was used wifh 
good effect on the crows which were particu- 
larly destruotivo to the maize seed coin : thev 
were, however, most effectually kept off the. 
seed beds by coating the seed corn in tar after 
dipping in brine. 

Of farm crops, most of the ordinary kinds 
are cultivated and with good success; maize 
turns out an excellent crop of oG bushels per 
acre; oats nro good but somewhnt light and 
only 2d bushels per acre; potatoes aro a very 
line crop nvemgiug loo" bushels per acre, anil 
those of the American Karly liosu variety 
are as good a sample us can ho met w ith any- 
where and should pay for shipping to other 
juarkota could luey be transported at any 



reasonable freight ; turnips grow well when 
they get over the early stage* and attacks of 
insects; on this latter account mangolds pro- 
mise better as the staple root crop ; to sugar 
beets we shall refer again; onions promise 
very woll, having yielded at the rate of 200 
bushels per acre, of excellent quality; cal>- 
bages yielded last year 10 tons per acre ; 
bosides these crops, some millet, beans, car- 
rots, squashes, |m>»s, barley, parsnips, kohl 
rabi, tomatoes, melons and other garden crops 
in small patches were raised, and when libe- 
rally manured generally did well. Homp, 
which by the way "rows wild in Yexo, gives 
a most, excellent crop, and although the finan- 
cial anticipations of Captain Bridgeford con- 
cerning this crop made six years ago, have 
not yet been fulfilled it affords a good pay- 
ing staple. 

Before turning to tho more purely edu- 
cational aspects of tho college, we will 
glance at the published reports and the 
recommendations therein contained. In the 
first report by President Clark we 8ud 
noarly six pages devoted to the recom- 
mendation of the growth of sugar beets 
and establishment of a sugar manufactory 
in Hokkaido. Tho peculiar adaptability of 
this industry to Yezo is set forth under 
ten heads, which nro bricflr as follow 
a sn itnhle soil, a good climate, cheap la- 
bour, low price of fuel, abundant water 
supply, presence of lime, absenco of stock 
farming, absence of risk, and suitability of 
Sapporo as a site for the factory. The presi- 
dent " argues high, he argues low, he also 
argues round about him " but he is subject 
to no bishop In imneioiiiiig the increase of 
tho sugar industry in France, ho does not 
very clearly show the working of the bounties 
on exported sugar. He concludes this subject 
by xaying that " it would be possible to get a 
factory into complete running order in Sept. 
1878." It is to lio presumed that these 
recommendations had something to do with 
the ordering of tho extensive and really good 
sugar plant now being erected near Mororan, 
not by the Kail-ikushi. but by the Naimnshn. 
lift us now see how the experiments and 
more careful observations of the professors of 
agriculture and chemistry in the subsequent 
years have, np to this time, confirmed the 
conclusions, which, with no disrespect to tho 
author must be called hasty, of the president 
in 1877. In this year sugar beets were sown 
on tho college farm, with a manuring of one 
thousand |H>unds of fish guano per ncre, anil 
they grew to a large size the average weight 
being three pounds. A largo weight is 
antagonistic to a large per centage of sugar 
ami tho farm manager points out that the 
causes tending to this result were: first, the 
extreme humidity of tho climate ; second, 
excess of nitrogenous matter in the soil, 
third, unsuitable manure, fourth, seed of an 
untrustworthy character. The first t.. <> 
oinsoa mentioned nro directly opposed to 
Mr. ('lark's opinions, and the third was 
sorely under control. .Stil] the farm manager 
has the strongest confidence that it will lie 
possible to produce excellent beets in large 
<|iinntitles ami nt small expense. The sugar 
beets of the Sapporo farm in this year con- 
tained 1)1.4 per cent, of water ami tho juice 
">.'.>-i per cent, of sugar; other hoots from 
Russian scud grown at Otaru, contained fi.U. 
per cent, of water and the juice H.9;l per cent, 
of sugar. The chemist, alto, looks upon the 
climate as being the principal cause of 
deficiency of sugar. 

In 1*7$ more careful and morn evtnnded 
experiments were made on this crop, but 
unfortunately most of tho cultivation no toe 



were destroyed by fire, as were also many of 
the analytical results. The largest yield and 
also tho largest amount of sugar was obtained 
from boeta treated with fish manure, nitro, 
lime, and epsom salts. The seeds were both 
from Germany and America ; from the former 
country three varieties and from the latter 
two. The results, as far as water and sugar 
go, are givon in the following table, culled 
from the 1879 report :— 



Vatsr. 



In 
Jala. 



Wtl«. 



Sue«r 

tot 



Vilmorin, (Jsnnim 

seed. Sept 18th, 

1878 90 97 8.33 

Electoral, Gennau 

seed. Sept. 18th, 

1878 91.60 6.88 

White Imperial, 

German se-d. 

Sept. 18th. 187S — — 
White Imperial. 

American seed. 

Sept. 33rd, 1878 92.31 6.00 
Vilmorin, Amsrioan 

seed. Sept. 23rd, 

1378 88.73 10.00 



9104 9 36 



,21,83.16 6.86 



82.90 11.78 



The highest percentage here obtained is 
from the Americau Vilmorin seed, and it is 
equivalent to 9.74 per cent, of sugar in the 
original beet; it is well known that in 
Europe the beets containing the least per 
oentage of sugar that can be worked with 
advantage contain 10 per cent., and, as a 
matter of fact, on an average work-up they 
contain a higher per centage. 

In this report the humidity of the climate 
ia again accredited with causing the low 
amount of sugar. With the conclusion given 
in this report every one who calmly oousiders 
the quostion must be ontirely in accord, vix., 
that these latter results are promising, and 
show that proper culture would probably 
increase the sugar per oentage in a few years 
to a profitable amount, but that thoy are not 
sufficiently good to justify tbe belief that 
sugar manufacture can be oarriod to a suc- 
cessful issue at present. 

During the last two years a email quantity 
of sugar iorg hum has been grown at Sapporo 
with very promising results, but we must 
defer our remarks on this sugar plant until 
publishing our notes on the sister college, 
t on tho grounds of which it has been more 
I extensively grown and experimented with. 

In thia first report is also contained a 
roport on transportation routes betwoon Sap- 
poro and tide water by YVm. Wheelor, 
professor of engineering; this snbjeot had 
previously been considered by Mr. Warfield 
in 1872, and the conclusions arrived at by 
I the two engineers are the same, in so far that 
I tho boat and most feasible plan is a highway 
' from Sapporo to Zenibako, and thence by the 
sea coast to Otaru. Mr. Wheeler also gives 
some notes on tbo formation of a railway 
between Sapporo and Otaru ; the questions 
both of tho road and rail have, however, now 
been settled by the making of a good road to 
Olarn via Zcnibako by Colonul Crawford last 
year, and by the laying down of a railroad, 
on nearly tho same line, by tho same engin- 
eer, which work it is anticipated will be 
finished this year and bo tho last great ex- 
travagance of the Kaitakuahi under its pre- 
sent administrative control. 

There is also a report by Mr. D. P. Peuhal- 
low, the professor of chemistry, on Textile 
Fibres, consisting of notes on wool, silk, cot- 
ton, flax, hemp, and Ohivo fibres. The latter 
is the bast fibre of a species of elm which is 
largely used by the Ainos for making a very 
durable kind of cloth. These notes contain 
s^svalusbl. matured to tbem are adtW , 
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■one useful plates of drawings of fibre*, bnt 
tho balk of the remarks are of n very clement- 
nature and should hardly find place in a 



•ry nat 
college 



The 1878 report of the college ia presented 
by Mr. Wheeler who had (hen become Pre- 
■ident, the •• loaned " holder of the chair bar- 
ing returned to Massachusetts. 

The President gives Home information on 
the departmental instruction anil general 
regimen and on progressive and non-prngrss- j 
•ive education in Japan in addition to general 
ohiervationa, much of which strike* one as [ 
being milk for babea. The recommendation I 
to hold agricultural exhibitions, aUn give 
Prof. Brooke, hns borne good fruit in 
shows held both at Sapjioro and Hakodate 
and these, if continued with a little rn«m 
liberal scale of prises, cannot fail to do good 
to the agriculture of H»kkaiHo. In the re- 
port of the Chemical Department we learn 
that there hare been collected "quite a num- 
ber of specimens illustrating the geological 
and mineralogical character of the island of 
Teto, forming the nuclens of a larger colleo- 
lion." The analysis of the soil of Sapporo, 
sorely an important subject, was uot suffici- 
•otly complete for statement. 

Besides the sugar determinations mention- 
ed above, an analysis of galena ia given aod 
some detarruinntioDS of alcohol in titk» in 
which, althongh the aprcifio gravity is given 
to the fourth decimal place, curiously enoegh 
the per centage of alcohol ia always a 
whole number. An analysis, said to he 
quantitative, of pumice stone ia given, 
which merely shows that it contains silica, 
alumina, iron and magnesia ; and a clay 
from Ishicari river is said to consist 
obiefly of silicate of alumina with iron, a 
smalt amount of magnesia and very little 
lime. It sorely hardly needed an analysis to 
learn theee facts and if saeh were thought 
necessary it is scarcely worth while to inform 
the world of it. The Botanic Department 
report, also by Prof. Penhallow, shows that 
• small plant house with about two acres of 
land surrounding it has been furnished for 
purposes of instruction ; the students areals 



effort never to have a superfluous man en- 
gaged in the performance of any task ;" and 
a " constant rnle never to employ a man to do 
what ooold be done by horse or ox labor." — 
Beeidos notes on the farm crops, stock and 
expenditure, there are remarks on the futuro 
management of the college farm and on the 
improvement of the agriculture of Hok- 
kaido, the suggestions in these although not 
allowing the mark of great genius aro aoand 
and the advice if followed will most un- 
doubtedly lend to good results. 

Mr. Penhallow givos some contributions 
to the natural history of Yexo (or as he 
sometimes spells it Ycsso) which are of 
' !'J j considerable interest, and the botanical notes 
j especially of value. 

The third report, for 1879, is also pre- 
isentod by President Wheeler, who, however, 
left in this year when the presidentship was 
handed over to Professor Penhallow. Cer- 
tain other changes in the faculty occurred 
during the year covered by this report to 
which we shall refer ahortly. 

Professor Penhallow in his botanic re- 
port gives a list of lichona, common in the 
neighbourhood of Sapporo, which wore 
identified by Professor Tuekermann of Am- 
herat, Massachusetts ; the list contains three 
now specie-i, one of which a Celrnria, is 
named after the ex-Presiilent W. S. Clark. 
The chemical report is of decidedly more 
value tbsn that of ths preceding year ; it 
contains analyses of fish guano ns it ia made 
I Kith on tho east and west coasts, on the former 
mainly from imathi, sardines, and on the 
Isttor chiefly from ntf&tn, herrings ; also the 
en gar determinations previously qnotod, and 
analyses of four Yexo soils. Why these latter 
are calculated to three placea of decimals and 
yet show no manganese, carbonic acid or 
phosphoric acid, is difficult to imagine — how 
often does the most cnrefnl analyst obtain 
accuracy in the hundredths, even, of one per 
cent P The most important part of the num- 
ber is the report on the agricultural depart- 
ment, in which ia described bow the students 
of a class were encouraged each to cultivate 
a plot of land of about a fifth of an acre, with 
the special object of answering, by appeal to 



encouraged to make collections of wild plants, experiment, some qnestion which had be Bl! 



Tho koiruwa, the fruit of a speoies of Aetini 
die, is mentioned as being susceptible of im- 
provement by cultivation : this pleasant Yexo 
fruit was we believe, first brought to notice 
by Mr. Bohtner; it possesses a pleasant flavor 
resembling that of a gooseberry but also sng- 
gestinga black currant and its only drawback [ 
resides in the extreme astringency of the. 
■kin. The reports of Mr. Wm P. Brooks as 1 
Professor of Agriculture and Farm Director, 
are of greater length than the others and 
evince the expenditure of some labour 
and thought, by a sound if not very bril- 
liant mind, and one who is young to the art 
of tenohing. During the summer vacation 
this Professor with some students made a 
trip for the purpose of collecting botanical and 
geological specimens Ac , " for the most part, 
along by the sea shorts." Notwithstanding 
the hurried manner in which they travelled, 
"quite a large number of plant* peculiar to 
the sea shore were collected" — of these pinks, 
roses, and one other, whose systematic namo 
is wrongly spelt, only are mentioned by 
name. 

In the farm report Prof. Brooks tells us 
that ha has "constantly endnavorcd to hnro 
all kinds of farm work done in the most ap- 
proved manner," and to overcotuo the " con- 
stant tendency among my workmen to under- 
rate their ability," (query ^shirk their work). 



propounded by tho professor previously 
Such experiments if carried on in a really sys- 
tematic manner and with careful considera- 
tion as to tho previous cropping and manuring, 
will be of the utmost value, but it appears 
to be rather a risky business to leave the 
arrangement so much in the hands of tho 
students 

One small series of experiments was made 
to test the valne of salt applied as a top 
dressing to mangolds; it showed that salt 
was benefioinl, ns indeed was well known 
beforehand, and that about 10 bushels per 
acre should be applied on this soil. Experi- 
ments on the relative value of ridge and 
level culture for different crops answered 
the question in favour of ridge culture for 
potatoes, beets an'l turnips. With rngnrd to 
the value of different purl* of the |xilnto for 
plnnting and the number of eyes it was ad- 
vantageous to leave in the seed pntstn, the 
results of tho experiments would seem to 
indicate that there is an advantage in plant- 
ing the whole tuber with a portion of the 
eyes removed. Experiments in other placea 
have shown, however, that very much de- 
pend* on the variety of potato and on the 
I season. Three students experimented on the 
question ns to what elements of plant food 
j are most needed in the soil of tho college 
I fnrm, the experimental crops being niaise 



well and carefully carried out the result* did 
not afford data, sufficient for the deduction 
of a definite answer. The professor will only 
state that a fertiliser containing nitrogen, 
phosphoric aoid, potash, lime, magnesia and 
sulphuric acid gave the best crops. If 
information of this kind is of value to tho 
nation wo feci encouraged to state that from 
an experiment carried out (at our expense) 
by one of our servants who investigated the 
subject carefully and assiduously for more 
than a month, we can givo a definite answer 
on the kind of food most nsefnl to make a 
Japanese boy fat, laxy and impertinent. We 
can stato that this food contains, in addition 
to the ordinary ingredients of a Japanese 
euiiinr, beef-steaks, chickoo, bread, milk, jam 
and sardines in oil. 

It would bo extremely ungracious, however, 
to quit this subject without giving a high 
meed of praise to tho spirit in which this 
experimental work ia suggested and carried 
out; and if at the same time the professor 
instruct his students in the keeping of accurate 
accounts in connection with the experiments 
and tells them something about the very 
numerous experiments of a like nature, car- 
ried on with more scientific accuracy, which 
have been made during the last thirty years 
in Gonnany, England and to a leas extent ia 
America and other countries, this work can- 
not fail to be of the utmost value both to the 
stndonts and to the agriculture of theconntry. 

The first two reports contain meteorologi- 
cal observations taken at Sapporo, and the 
third a summary only of such observations, 
the station having been transferred from ths 
college to the survey department in March 
1878. 

The collegiate year is from the end of 
Augnst till the beginning of July with a 
vacation of a month from Christmas. Candi- 
dates for admission most be at least sixteen 
years of age, pass a medical examination, and 
an entrance examination in English snd 
Japanese, and most furnish a satisfactory 
surely. In case of dismissal or leaving the 
college before the time stipulated a student 
is required to pay for the coat of his educa- 
tion from the dato of admission to the time 
of leaving at tho rate of eleven yen per 
month. Private cadets may, under eertein 
conditions, be admitted to the college on pay. 
ment of ton yen per month ; Uioy are not com- 
pelled to remain in the employment of the 
Kaitakushi after their college course. A 
preparatory department is attached to the 
college for a limited number of boys not less 
than twelve years of age and well taught in 
tho elements of Japanese ; these boys receive 
their education free but hare to provide their 
own board and lodging. 

The library contains nearly 4000 volumes 
in English (including text books) and more 
than 1,500 in Chinese and Japanese. There 
is a fair stock of books on the subjects taught 
in the college, but one would be inclined to 
think tliat the numerous religious books and 
semi-religious Imnks, nlao those on wedlock 
and divorce, mi^ht bo profitably replaced by 
others, at all events during the early stages 
of tho growth of a library. Perhaps the books 
on " Heart Life," " Blending Lights," and 
"Fountain of Life" nre medical works. The 
nomlior of languages represented ia extensive 
for an agricultural library, including, as it 
does, Sanskrit, Chinese, Japanese, Greek, 
Latin, German, Dutch, French, Italian and 
Spanish beside* English. 

At the commencement of the college career 
every officer and stndont promised not to 
i indulge in the use of alcoholic drinks. 



He baa, therefore, made it a " constant j and potatoes ; although the experiments were j opium or tobaeoo, neither to gamble, aor he 
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guilty of profane swearing while connected 
with the college. We can hardly look upon 
it ae very opnrteou* to even request the 
student* to abstain from breaking ono of 
their country'* criminal laws in the matter 
of the nee of opinm, and in the matter of 
profane swearing the knowledge woold have 
to oomo from contact with foreignora before 
the act ooald bo performed with graco and 
vigour. Donbtlea* the object was good in 
asking the student* to promiee to keep aloof 
from theae vice*, bnt they hardly itnlce a 
aa the vice* into which a Japanose 
ia moat prone to fall, and a good 
of Charlea Kingsley would be more 
wo opine. Were theae pledgee 
for the benefit of the ataff and 
i than of the students ? 
The staff originally contained four foreign- 
era, three of whom hare left in aocceaaive 
years, having each in turn held the post of 
president ; the only remaining foreigu mem- 
ber of tho original staff ia Professor (or is he 
now President) Brooks. Last year a ohair 
of physiology and comparative anatomy com- 
bined with a professorship of English litera- 
ture, was filled by tho appointment of J. 0. 
Cutter. M.D., also a recent graduate from 

College and of 
, her young 



Harvard medical school; and 



i appointed to the chair of math 
and civil engineering. This draw 
ing of all the staff from one mill has obvione 
advantagea and diead vantage*, which it ia 
not necessary here to point oot. 

The Japnncae ataff of teachers consists of an 
instructor in ohemistry, and ono each in ma- 
thematic* and military tactics in the college, 
and two instructora in English, one in mathe. 
matics, and one in Japanese and Chinese in 
the preparatory department. We learu that 
recently a fresh vein ha* been introduced 
into the foreign staff by the transfer of a 
well-known scholar and gentleman, Dr. J. 
Snmmers, to Sspporo from Osaka; this can- 
not but be an advantage to the college and 
will we trust be a guarantee against the 
peculiar style of composition which often 
diafignres the report* of tbe college. 

The following ia an example of the peculiar 
composition referred to taken from the last 
report : it is a paragraph rotating to the addi- 
tion to the Urn. "The hay for the bull* 
" «r,H shiur. is thrown through trap door* 
id floor into the paaaage from 
these animal* are fed, the former 
" through sliding doors of oak slat* in the 
" front partition* of their stalls, the h.tter by 
" pitching the hay over the front partition of 
" their pon into racks." 

At the end of the college year a public ex- 
hibition is held which consist* principally of 
" orations " dslived by the students, general- 
ly in English, on such snbjects aa " The I in 

nortAnfl. of i.n..l>nr. •• . 
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of Agriculture" "American Af. 
,ir." " Science the H.ndmaid of Religion " 
" Fame preferable to Uiche* " It is gratify, 
ing to know that nearly the whole of the 
original class of student* have become con- 
vert* to Christianity but surely it would he 
better Isste not to introduce religion in any 
form into the college exercise*. 

Sumo specimens of the examination ques* 
tion* are given in the reports; the qiicetton- 
of Professor Penhalloiv in Botany and Cho- 
mietry are remarkable for ilioir combined 
comprehensiveness of mniler and concisene** 
of diction; tboso of Professor hrooks in ag- 
riculture for their capital letters ; 
three example* taken at random 
which Should Be Secured in the 
tion of a 



Location and Soil most suitable for an Or- 
chard. The Manner of Raising Apple Treea, 
Transplanting Them, and Their Subsequent 
Management," " The Agencies Which Havs 
Been, and Are Instrumental in Breaking op 
Rocks. Describe the Mod* of Action of 
Any One of Them." 

The •am* teacher has set a paper in Eng- 
lish in which he give* a sentence of twd 
English to be corrected; a practice which 
cannot be too highly onnderaned especially in 
a foreign country. Thia is to he followed by 
a composition on "The Change* Wrought 
Daring the Last Twelve year* in Japan. 
Tho professor of English, J. C. Cutter, also 
give* a misspelt sentence for correction and in 
it introduce*, perhaps for hi* colleague's bene- 
fit, two snperfluons capitals. 

Theaubjecta taught, orattompted, are chem- 
istry ; agriculture ; botany ; soology ; phy- 
sic* ; mathematics ; arithmetic, algebra, geo- 
metry, trigonometry, conic sections, and log- 
arithms; surveying, levelling and topogrnphy ; 
astronomy; physiology; anatomy; English 
and history of English literature; J»|*n- 
ese; Chinese; free-hand and geometrical and 
chanical drawing; fruit cnltare ; geology ; mic- 
roscopy ; mental and moral science; political 
economy ; extempore * debate ; origiual dec- 
lamation ; veterinary scienoe and practice ; 
mechanics : landscape gardening ; hook-keep- 
ing; military drill and mannal labour on the 
farm — a goodly list of subject*. 

It is to bo noticed that the first president, 
of the college was of ths opinion that "it 
" matters little what text hooks are adopted, 
" provided the teachers are competent and 
" suitable books of reference are accessible to 
" the students." True, a really competent 
teacher will not tolerate a laid or indifferent 
text book, bnt it is dangerous to place such 
a book in tho hands of any students and more 
especially such aa have the mental antece- 
dents and reverence for authority of Ja|*anese 
students. After this expression of opinion 
one hardly knows whether to rejoice or be 
sad on finding that tho too well known text 
books of Quackenboa — *ugg**tivo name— are 
largely used. 

The Sapporo student* appear to enj.iy ex- 
cellent health, and in their physique and 
deportment are decidedly above the average 
of Japaneae students; this is probably due 
mainly to their living in a more bracing 
climate than their fellows of the capital, and 
partly to their having been originally drafted 
from a stock superior to the average ; possi- 
bly a portion of the superiority may ho the 
result of their abstention from alcohol and 
nicotine. 

President Wheeler call* thi* the first agri- 
cultural col lego of the Orient and we beliove 
that, literally speaking, be is correct: hut 
agricultural schools have not been unknown 
in India for some years past, though it was 
not until — if we rsmemlier aright — just two 
monlha after the opening of Sapporo college 
that the government agricultural school at 
Saidapet, Madras Presidency, waa opened a* 
a college. 

Tho large amount of good work done hero, 
hy a small foreign ataff, is, besides being of 
almost incalculable value to the agi irultur* 
of India, of eonsidorable valuo to other eas- 
tern countries, and di-servin^; of being more 
widely known anil serving as a model in cer- 
tain direction* t" tb<- Vcso oollcge. 

This college at Sapporo bus nlrvady dona 
" woik aud now that preliminary 
are overcome its 



the members of the foreign ataff a 
with it, who have carried it on 



; wh« 
been i 



difficult!** known only to 
fault ha* been found it haa 
the manner of the thing than 
which ia usually sound. It seam* a i 
for regret, however, that the service* of tho 
well known agrieulturiat Mr. Don 
of the horticulturist Mr. Bdhmer 
secured and ntilised by the college 
educational aud practical pnrpoaea. ' 
gentlemen, now for some yours resident in 
Sapporo, have had the great advantage of a 
long extended experience not only in Teso 
but in Tokio, which experience woold have 
been of inestimablo value to the college in it* 
young days. Mr. Don now superintend* 
several breeding establishment* in Ye*o, ono 
of the most important of which is the hone 
breeding station at Nikap on the east ooast, 
from which some good half-birds may very 
aoon be expected. 

In concluding this notico of Sapporo col- 
lege we may just mention the various manu- 
factures carried on, at the expense of tbe 
government, in Sapporo and other place* in 
Yexo; many of these are more or less directly 
connected with agriculture, and afford the 
student* excellent opportunities of 




out, but which beer, most unfortunately, will 
not bear with any degree of certainty the 
journey southwards; if it were bnt a little 
better in this respect and oould be transport- 
ed at any reasonable freight it would be a 
formidable rival to the imported strong 
English sles. There is here a well appointed 
flour mill, and in connection with this it may 
be noticed that tbe inhabitants of Ten seem 
to be gradually getting into the habit of using 
wheat, in the form of cake*, for a portion of 
the more customary rice; this is a small 
bnt important step toward improving the 
food of the lower classes. A tannery turns 
out very fair leather which is well worked 
up, chiefly by Aino workmen. A silk filature 
ia lately completed ; the growth of silk in 
Teso haa, during the last three yeara, attract- 
ed considerable attention, and besides the 
Sapporo establishment there ia a large mnl- 
berry farm and a filature at Uno near Hako- 
date : the *ilk grown *eem« to be of very 
fair quality and the business is more pro- 
mising of success than many of the Kaitakn- 
»hi schemes. Tbe growth of the vine and 



hobby and is represent 
near the Nanai farm ; i 



it 



•Id yearly iocreaee with progressive 
A Urge amount of praise it da* to 



win* is 
nted *t 
it doe* 

promising and under any 
must be some decade* bete 
growing is likely to tako place, and to judge 
from the past, Japaneae patience will be worn 
out long ere that. At Sapporo also, are good 
sawmill* and furniture shops, from these 
gain, with reasonable transit charges, some 
business could be done Also hero are work* for 
turning out agricultural implement* and ran- 
chine*. At Bibi about 30 mile* from Sapporo is 
the establishment for tinning venison, au 
occupation which seem* likely to die out in tho 
very near future owing to the indiscriminate 
■laughter of the door; moreover, iu severe 
winter*, very Urge numbers of theae *nimala 
die of cold and starvation. At Ishikari on 
the west and Nemoro on the north are fish 
canning cstablishmonte, and Akisbi, celebrat- 
ed for iU oyster*, sends away many of the 
deliciou* mollusc* in tin*. Hakodate boast* 
a match factory and at lib. cod liver oil i. 
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All th««0 manufactures, and probably other* 
wo wot not of, are carried on by the oolonial 
government at an unknown expense, and are 
in addition to the old established and more 
legitimate businesses of fishing, wilting fiah, 
preparation of fitb oil and 6»h manare and 
collecting and preparing sea-weed for the 
Japanese and Chineae market*, carried on at 
the rirera and comU. 

Aa no appropriate ending to thia aketoh 
of JYeto schemes, we may give an extract from 
the letter of a correspondent greatly interest- 
ed in all Japanese subjects and who was 
travelling in the northern island with com- 
pan ions for the benefit of his health. We 
wilt give the sobatanoe aa near aa may be in 
his own words. ' As we saw many of these 
wonderful things, such aa the broad main road 
from Hakodate to Sapporo, with its telegraph 
posts and their wirea and its suspension 
bridge, the nomeroos factories of the city in 
the wilderness, and abovo all the new railway 
and grand hotel, we marvolled among our- 
selves and wondered greatly at the effect of 
climatic influences in a short time in develop- 
ing the latent energy of a people. 

' We thought that wo hail seen instances of 
the opposite effect produced by the climste 
among foreigners suddenly introduced to the 
main island whose energy had quickly become 
latent, but we were unprepared for this 
rapid stimulating action. Here we find the 
people so rich ami prosperous that the wages 
of an ordinary coolie is 50 to 70 sen per day, 
the cost of ft fowl -one yen, and hotel and 
other charges nearly double those on the 
main island. 

' On inquiry, however, onr hopes of a great 
physiological and psychological discovery 
were dashed to the ground by learning that 
these works and improvements wero entirely 
provided by a paternal government, whicii 
also found employment at high prices for all 
distressed workmen, and that they wero in 
no way due to individual efforts. We then 
becamo desirous of kuowing whose money, 
and how much of it, had been spent in this 
charming summer resort, where sbonld lie a 
palace of a Mikado and crowds of tourists. 
Here again, disappointment was our fat* ; we 
learnt with grief, such as I cannot now find 
words to express,, that at the disastrous fire 
which destroyed the capitol of the City of 
Sapporo the acoounts of the Colonization 
Commission were loat amid the tears of a sor- 
rowing crowd of yakuaia. It was, however, 
whispered to us that a sum approaching 
$2,000,000 bad been annually appropriated 
by the oentral government for the advance- 
ment of Yexo, and to induce the natives of 
other Japanese islands to live there. We 
were only able to ejiculntc great Caciar ! 
and this is a colony and an island with 
scarcely sny inhabitants; can these things bo?' 

We referred our correspondent to the 
finance statements of tho lust few years, and 
to the finance minister's estimates for 188"- 
81 lately published and in which the ex- 
penses are not likt'ly to lie understat- 
ed. Here it will be found that the ex- 
penditure has varied from yen 1,496,773 to 
yen 1,003,868 in different years lately ; and 
that the ,eatimnted expenditure, for the cur- 
rent year is yen 1,834,199 for ordinary ex- 
pruditnre and yen 1 U,3<>0 for extraordinary 
expenditure connected with tho cataldishmetit 
of industries. A-^aiu.il this, there is a sit off 
of profits from the industrial works of the 
colony of yen 3-1,141 more than one-fourth 
of which is from tho small sUmiiici' (»Vi<&« 



the so-called profits on telegraphs we have 

remaining the magnificent sum of yen 14,476 
as so-called profits on' the real factories and 
industrial works of Yeso: no wonder the go- 
vernment can afford to pay a high rate of 
interest for borrowed money when it can 
establish such profitable industries. From 
the Hokkaido is also received a revenue from 
taxes on its produce, fish and I ©a- weed, of 
yen 660,970 ; even allowing the whole of this 
to be set off against the expenditure, a really 
unwarrantable proceeding, for the tax repre- 
sents income derived before the Kaitakushi 
existed, see what a sum the tax-payer 
provides for improving this summer resort, 
much over yen 1,000,000 per annum. Let us 
see how this large sum is expended, as far aa 
is possible from the official estimates. Here 
we find set down for salaries yen 218,087, 
for miscellaneous allowances 148,222 and for 
office expenses 95,681; that is, yen 461,990 for 
Che bare administration, besides yon 33,548 
for police; the sparse population must be 
very unruly, or perhaps it is on account of 
the savage Ainoa ? Building and repairs Are 
set down at yen 144.881, but, as our friend 
remarked remembering that for this wo are 
provided with a hotel which purveys Ameri- 
can drinks, we are quiet. Cost of transport 
by water is yon 49,221* ; tins will, doubtless, 
include tho freight] of the cow that died 
and of the railway plant. Engineering 
works are only estimated at yen 30,491, 
ho the railway ia not here included. Among 
other items ws hnro " Agencies for tho sale 
ofprodnce yen 29,464 "; a good thing for the 
agents, but it brings the profit* before so 
carefully set out to n rather serions minus 
quantity. Schools cost yen 42,112 doubtless 
including the college but not tho farm 
attached to it, and the elementary schools 
established among the Ainos. There are 
also items of yen 21,728 for prisons, 3,195 
charges for prisoners, and 11,286 charges for 
penal servitude convicts, confirming us in 
tho opinion, when we found that this colony 
was not a Botany Buy, of the fierce nature 
of tho aborigines whom certain archaeologists 
would havo us to believe wore cannibals. 
When tho schools have been longer in 
existence perhaps the prison bill will dimin- 
ish. The militia costs yen 25,729 of which 
yen 635 is for clothing. 

Agricultural experiment*, excluding " re- 
clamation " whioh is a separate it-era, cost 
111,549 yen. This is, as we understand, to pro- 
vide each inhabitant with a plough-share, reap- 
ing book, and vine troe against the time when 
the milleninm arrives and prisons nre no 
more necessary. And now we have tho lust, 
and not the least but the greatest, item which 
is characterised as "surplus " This is only 
yen 698,176, being but a little more tlian 33 
per cent, of the total ordinary expenditure. 
We at first hoped that tliis "surplus" whs 
a source of income, but this hypothesis would 
not stand a moment ; it will be seen that the 
" surplus " ia almost exactly the aaine 
amount aa that of the sum of the taxes on 
the produce of tho Hokkaido together with 
the so-called profits on the industrial works; 
possibly tho Colonisation Commission con- 
siders that as this sum is ohtninrd from the 
colony so a like sum should be in their hands 
to spend and squander in railways and any 
other fads and toys that may be uppermost at 
the time and without accounting for it to its 
rightful o.Mier llie t.nx-pnyer ; it is a goodly 
sum to he so spent if this is the 
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CONTEMPT OF COURT. 

The China Mail, in one of the vigorous 
articles common to that journal, has 
again dealt with the anbjeot of contempt 
of court, the text being some high-handed 
proceedings in Sydney where doctrines of 
tho most extraordinary character were laid 
down as law, the defendants heavily fined, 
and the right of appeal dented. The follow- 
ing extract from the China Hail fs a sum- 
mary of the case referred to. 

"The Sydney Evening Stun, on a trumpery action 
for libel being tried in which a Chinaman named 
Hoy Tow sued the Ztoily Tei+grapK for damages, 
the Judge presiding (Mr. Windeyer) summed op 
the case with manifest animus against one of the 
witnesses, a reporter of tliu Evening News who. 
giving a helping hand to his brother reporter of 
the TeUgraph, wrote the report which was alleged 
to constitute the libel. The Evening Weiss oouimeat- 
ed strongly on this summing up and charged th* 
Judge with wan*, of impartiality, one-sided advo- 
cacy of the plaintiff's case, anil incompetency as s 
judge. These charges were amply supported by quo- 
tations from the very words of the Judge, which, but 
fur the privileged position from which they were 
spoken, would have given the reporter of the Ntm 
every opportunity for gaining heavy A 
uialt.'ious slander. On the publication 
comments the Full Court called the offending 
newspaper proprietors before them, and after s 
most undignified day's proceedings and a legal 
muddle of a remarkable character— the publicatioa 
being proceeded against both as a libel on the 
Judge and as a contempt of Court, — the Court 
took s week then nine days and then a more 
extended pifiod to consider their judgment, which 
was ultimately given to the effect that the defen- 
dants pay a fine of £iaO to the Queen, and they 
have been denied the right of appeal, the Chief 
Justice (Sir James Martin) maintaining the right 
of the Court to punish without the intervention of 
a Jury. His Lordship holds the most extraordinary 
ideas of the position of the press. According to the 
learned Chief Justice, ' the Press has no duties. 
This doctrine is indignantly repudiated by th« 
Evening Jfeirj in an editorial which slates : — ' If it 
(the Press) does not expose incompetence or fraud 
or wrong-doing, oven in high places, it is beneath 
contempt ; and so long as this office is not c.K-we.1 
by any despotic edict, the AVatay Nem will con- 
tinue, as in the past, to perform those duties which 
are entrusted to the Press by the common voice of 
free nations.' Sir James Martin also laid down 
the doctrine that the publisher of a public journal 
had no privileges, as ' newspapers were carried on 
merely for the pecuniary benefit accruing from 
their sale, and they were to be looked upon merely 
in the light of a commercial speculation. " 

Tho remission of the fine by government to 
whom petitions are being presented for that 
purpose, will bo but poor satisfaction. The 
position of the press ia of rapidly growing 
importance, and its value in constitntional 
countries is not second to that of parliament 
itself. 

It is by and through the press that the 
feelings and wishes of the mass are made 

known to those who hold tho reins of power : 
the press is the natural defender of the 
weak ; the champion of the oppressed : 
the advocate of nil inuasurvs for the 
pulilic honour and welfare. If it were 
not for the press, nnd tho wholesome 
dread of its fearless commentaries upon all 
actions of public men open to suspicion or 
rni'ture, alniKi s would creep into erery part 
of tho si ate ; and no man's property or liberty 
would bo secure. 

The f7,i'»iu M><il qu ites from Lord Chief 
Justice Cuckbcrn's summing up iu the 
cauao Wuton r. Walter, wherein it is said : — 
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and officers of state, on the members of 
both house* of parliament, on judge* and 
other public functionaries, are now made 
every day which half a century ago would 
have been tiic subject of actionR, of e.ir officio 
informations, and would have hronght down 
fine and imprisonment on publishers and 
authors. Yet who can doubt that the public 
are gainers by tho change, and tlmt, although 
injustice may often be done, and though j 
public men may ofton have to smart under i 
the keen sense of wrong inflicted by hontilo 
criticism, the nation profits by public opinion 
being thus frtely brought to bear on the dis- 
cbarge of public duties ? " 

This is a sufficiently clear exposition of 
what has been done, but it falls short of a 
definition of the powers and privileges 
accorded to the press. For information on 
that matter wo will quote from Lord 
Crakbkook's despatch to tlio Governor-Gene- 
ral of India, dated May 31st, 1878. Lord 
Cran Brook cited " as a judical stntement of 
the law," the following declaration of the 
privileges of the press of England.—'* The 
public jonrnalist is entitled to canvass the 
acts, the conduct, and the intentions of those 
who may bo intrusted from time to time 
with the administration of the government 
by the Crown. Ho is entitled to canvass, 
and, if necessary, to censure those acts. He 
is entitled to comment on, canvass, and, if 
necessary, to censure tlio proceedings of par- 
liament. He is entitled to criticise and con- 
demn the acts of public mou. He is entitled 
to point out any grievances which he may 
think the people labour under, and argue for 
their removal, and suggest what remedies 
may occur to him for tho purpose. He is 
entitled not only to publish, but to comment 
on, to criticise, and, if necessary, to condemn 
the conduct of judges and thoir decisions; 
nay more, even the verdicts of juries are not 
exempt from fair and reasonable criticism." 

This is a definition of the law quoted by 
Her Majesty's government whon dealing with 
the action of the govornment of India in 
connection with the vernacular press and 
Lord Crasbrook added with regard to pro- 
ceedings in court*, of justice, that a jonrnalist 
is entitled to canvass not only the proceed- 
ings of these courts bat ha may also 
criticise the oonduot and demeanour of the 
judges who preside. This declaration haB 
therefore reoeived the sanction of the highest 
possible authority ; and it is the duty of the 
press to defend the rights it undoubtedly en- 
joys, with tho utmost vigour and determina- 
tion ; lest its weight unci influence should 
be defeated by the machinations of those who 
have most cause to iear the independent 
expression of impartial and dispassionate 
public opinion. 

As appeal is refused to the publisher* of 
the Sydney Ecenimj Mail, wo sincerely trust 
they will exercise their right of petition 
to the colonial parliament, and, if necessary, 
to Her Majesty the (jUKKX in Council. — AV<\ 
20. 
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OUU TRADE WITH COliEA. 

(Mojo Nevt Translation from tlio Shotin Mim;>».) 

Sinco wo commenced to have commercial 
relations with Cores, one Finance Depart- 
ment has twice furnished returns shewing 
the state of tho trade. The first report was 
for the half-year ending on the 3 1st of 
• 1879, and the second for the first 



half of the current year. These returns are 

very interesting and we will therefore call 
our readers' attention to the moBt salient 
point* presented. 

Meforo doing so, however, we will give a 
list of the principal items in both return*, 
because a knowledge of them is necessary in 
order to properly understand tho subject. 
Wo find that during the latter half of 1H70 
the exports front Corca to Japan amounted 
to 346,561 yen 22 sen 4 rin ; while the im- 
ports were : — of Japanese productions 31,167 
yen 37 sen 8 rin ; and of foreign productions 
282,714 yen 2.'t sen, making the total imports 
313,881 'yen 6*2 sen 8 rin. The exports thus 
exceeded the imports by 32,679 yen 50 sen 6 
rin. The articles of which the valno im- 
ported excoeded 1,000 yen 
Japanue 

T.ll. 

Kaiki (smooth silk oloth) 4.629.00 

Cotton 1,207.38 

Snk& 2.97H.OO 

Copper 6,207.25 

„ ingots. 4,210,00 

Matches 1 ,547.30 

PoasiNO PaonooTiows. 

T-Cloths 2O8.692.50 

.. (small width) 11.1J6.00 

Cotton Sateens 1,003 .50 

Victoria Lawns 23,950.00 

Red Cambrics 1,653.00 

Cotton Yarn 7,844.00 

Glass 1,327.00 

Red Wood 1,80800 

Violet dye 6,575.00. 

Blue „ 7.R1R00 

Rod 4.231.50 

During (he firs! half of the present year 
(he exports were 460.-143 yen 48 sen 5 rin ; 
while the imports of Japanese productions 
were 31,801 yen 1 sen. and of foreign prod DC- 
all 



lions 267,088 yen 02 sen 9 rin; 
290,879 yen 00 sen 0 rin. However, foreign 
goods to the value of 2,025 yen were returned, 
so that tho imports were actually 297,854 yen 
99 sen 0 rin. We will now give the different 
articles of which more thnn 1,000 yen in value 
imported during this period: — 
Jak 



SakiS 8, 08 1.02 

Copper 7,232.00 

,. Ingots 7,2*58 25 

Matches 4.1WS.70 

Foukion PaoDccriox*. 

T«n- 

T-Cloth» 103,95U.5t> 

(small width) 31,181100 

Cotton SaU-.-us 1 ,4S4> 30 

•Te'-toria Lawn* W,to!7.00 

Orl -aim 1.9S5.O0 

Red Cambrics 2.123.10 

Yarn 4,150.00 

*■ KjfcrltO l|IiUO»HJ 

White metal 2,500.00 

Rifles ^..v.v.v.V-V.'.v.v.."\^^';.y.y.''."'.'.'.'.'!". 2,73i» no 

Bine dve il.221.00 

Rod 2,iM2.C*j 

Now upon comparing these returns, we 
find that the exports of Cm en for the last 
half-ycnrniel36.0o8.H9 yn over those of 
the preceilin^ period, which is etpjal to an 
increase of about forty per cent. At the 
sniuo time the import of Japanese products 
was 726,602 yen less in the Inst half-year 
thnu tint, preceding, nnd of foreign produc- 
tions 16,750.321 yen lea* ; the tolnl imports 
having decreased by 16,026 '">2*i yen for the 
six months. It appears, therefore, that white 
the import trade 1ms been falling off, the 
exports shew a remarkable increase: (his 
branch of tho subject wo will pass over for 
the present. 

Many people think that as these imported 
goods have been exchanged for Cores pro- 
duct* or money by our traders, the Utter 



therefore reap the whole benefit of the tran- 
saction. But look at the articles actually 
dealt in and see what a different aspect the 
trade. In the return for 1879 there were 
only six articles of Japanese production of 
which the import exceeded in value 1,000 
yen, while in the return for 1880 there are 
only four. Many of these goods, too, are 
intended for the nse of the Japanese settlers, 
and nevor reach the Coreans at all. It wilt 
be noticed that silk cloth, matches, and 
copper, are tho principal articles we oxport. 
It is therefore evident that by far tho greator 
part of tho trade consists of goods manu- 
factured in England and America, and that 
onr merchants are simply a sort of commis- 
sion agent* for the sale of foreign produc- 
tions. For example, if on* of oar people 
purchased a piece of linen from an English- 
man at twenty-five sen, aud sold it to a 
Corean for thirty, he would only make fire 
seu on the transaction, while the Englishman 
would derive all the profit from manufactur- 
ing, 4c. Therefore the increase in the 
Corean trade really mean* greater profits to 
foreigners ; onr merchant* are mere agent*. 

But if the sole control of this trade re- 
mains in our hands for a long time we will be 
very well content with the receipt of com- 
mission, because then wo can grasp the 
millet with wet bands ; but this is, we think, 
very unlikely to bo the case. Wben the flag* 
of other nationa are flying in Corean har- 
bours, how is our present trade to be re- 
tained ? Will onr copper and matches 
successfully oppose yarn and linen ? We are 
sorry to bo forced to the conclusion that our 
commercial relation* with Coroa are a* preca- 
rious as the position of a man sitting npon 
wood piled on a fire, and who can hardly 
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UP We are not retponeible f«r the opinion* 
ezpreued by correspondent*. 

THE IJTFLUENCK OF FINANCIAL EMBAR- 
RASSMENT UPON THE POLITICAL 
8TATU8 OF JAPAN. 

To the Editor of (he Japan Qatttte. 

Sra : — Foreign observers remark that Japan 
would now be in a most miserable condition 
were it not for a succession of year* of plenty, 
snd — by a series of surprising snd undeserved 
politiesl accidents — pesce. But as a succession 
of good years is unerringly followed by a aerie* 
of lean years, snd as the chapter of accident* will 
not always be favourable to Japan, it will be 
well to consider, as good fortune is but occa- 
sional and impermanent, how little the empire 
ss now constituted is fitted to withstand times 
of scarcity and war. 

Judged even by a metallic standard the 
prices of this and the past years' produce of 
j cereals, rice, &c. are now abnormally high, and 
[ should soon abate. But at fair average prices, 
| the excess of this passing one years crop of corn, 
riee, millet, silk, sugar, ten, fruit and other pro- 
duels, probably represents s>me eighty millions 
... dollars of unusual, unlooked for profit to 
the producers. The wealth of the country has 
h»d a clear increment of tin amount I name, 
probably more. 

Notwithstanding, the country, a» it whole, is 
distressed. The government own* its serious 
embarrassment, and we kuow that in the midst 
of the plenteous harvest* 
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y. which will inert*** in Ihe winler now 
at hnnd. The number of hopeluae, hungering 
people it greater from day to-day, and Ihe 
■uii-idee of despairing wrclchcs are ao numer- 
oaa at to alarm a people that doea not disap- 
prove of tv&anatia. We see, that in spite of 
tho bountiful season*, the government paper 
money ia depreciated in value, in fact, it 
ia more correcl to aay diacredited ; all 
futilities to restore the national credit hare j 
been in rain. A complete auaj>ei>»ion of ; 
foreign import business hue been brought | 
about by order, and tho illegal damage '. 
done to foreigners, who aro here on faith of j 
treatiea, haa in no way mended rentiers. Then j 
to supply tho depleted hoards ff immure, thn 
government, by forced and illegitimate expor- 
tationa of tea and ailk, hut raiaed money for 
preaent urgency, withoat caring for the eo»t to 
bo met in the future. Thie arbeme haa failed, 
and haa but added to the present discredit aiid 
cmbarraeament of the national finance. The 
latest project, though more plauaible, ia too 
liable to accident and eueurustauee, and will 
be merely *u expedient of promise and nothing 
mare. If the programme could bo carried out 
unfailingly, the exchequer would be a gainer of 
ten millions of paper yen yearly. But the 
figure* of the budget aro illnsnry. The revenue 
collected represents leas and lets actual value, 
■a paper money declines in rate. On the 
other hand, the cxponditurei are constantly 
increasing, in proportion to the diminishing 
purchasing power of the government notes. 
When paper it at 175, the taxes yield a very 
different return to that when paper is 
at par, and as the actual revenue falls off the 
costs of government grow to excessive figures. 
The sums of the budget estimate* are fictions, a* 
all approach to a sure standard it impossible. 

Japan cannot hope to huvs three better 
years than 1678, 1879, and 1880. Their 
unbroken good fortune may not be repeated. 
Eiery day has been in favour of the 
empire; while externally peace has been kept. 
The gaping wound* of th* Satsuma rebellion 
have been healed, by the bounty of plenteous 
year*. Every possible detideration hat been 
bcttowed on the empire, by an unbroken 
combination of favourable rircum*l»nce*. The I 
country cannot reckon on a recurrence of such 
good fortune. Yet, notwithstanding the un- 
expected luck, Japan ia now in financial 
distress, and withi ii a measurable distance from 
national bankruptcy. 

If the past three rears had yielded scarce 
crop* instead of filling the gTansrtea to over- 
flowing, a hungry people would, as of erst, have 
had to depend on rice and puhe brought from 
Chinn, 8ism, India, 4c. and all food imported 
must have been paid for in silver and gold. 
It generally happens that when crops of 
food fail. Ihe yields of tea, silk, cotton, 
4c. are also acanty, and in such evil east, 
the empire, while importing foreign food, 
would have but little produce, or less than 
usual, to give in exchange. Further, there 
are other considerations. If is tine thn; 
Japan bus kept oat of war wiih Chinn. but the 
escape is a piece of pond luck, and purely 
accidental. It is pretty cerium that if China 
hud made a settlement wilh Russia. Chinn and 
Jnpan would have been st wttr or <m the Terse 
of it. because the «n called progressive leaders 
of China were turning to ace i:nt the deep re- 
sentment of the Chinese people sga:n«< Jnpsn. 
The sentiment was n powerful lever for over- 
turning provincial usurped autonomics. One 
danger has Won rtcap-d, but sn&'iier and 
greater looms, and the political status of Japan 
will endergo vast deterioration when Russia 
lay* hold, a* ihe will, of Korea, and perhaps— 



who is to stay her hand P — of Formosa slso. 
Japan would be placed in a flagrant and dan- 
gerous temporary isolation, which, if unceasing 
and most costly endeavours were not made, 
wouhl lend to destroy her independence. 

There hnvo been three year* of peace and 
plenty, yet Ihe embarrassment* of tho country 
begin to threaten financinl cataatrophe. Japan 
ennnot enaurc a continuance of the happy 
fortune (he has enjoyed, and yesrs of scarcity 
and commotion may be in store. How will 
her financial system, already ovoratrained and 
endungered in time* of plenty, bear the in- 
evitable burden* of *c»rcity and external dif- 
ficulty ? 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

PANTAGRUEL. 
Yokohama, October 16lh, 1880. 



THE ••CILURNtnt." 

To the Editor of Ihe Japan OautU, 
Six :— I have thi* morning seen • document 
which it hardly creditable to the sender. It is 
• bill Irom Ihe captsin of the Rme to the captain 
of the Cilumum for use of host, lent to the 
latter $25.00, and for attendance on and pas- 
sage or keep of a wounded man J30 or $35, I 
am not aure which. This will shew how easy it 
is for some of the cloth to vapour ahont huma- 
nity and the duties of H.B.M. ships, but how 
difficult to allow tho former to be it* own re- 
ward in practice. 

Your* truly, 

TYPHOON. 

Yokohama, 16th Nov., 1880. 



Occasional Jrtotts. 



Our correspondent nt Sapporo advise* that 
Colonel Crawlord i* making great progress 
with the railway to connect Olarunai with 
Sapporo. The line, which ia heavily laid, is 
already some three miles beyond Zonibuko on 
Iho way to Sapporo, and it going on at the 
rato of a mile a day. Our correspondent adds 
that the engineer feels certain of reaching 
Sapporo before the end of thi* month, if tho 
season does not become stormy. 

Th* distance from Otarunai to Sapporo does 
not exceed twenty-five miles, Zenibako being 
situate almost midway beiweeu the two place*. 
The skill of Colonel Crawford and hi* assistant* 
seems to have overcome iho turdincst of Japa- 
nese in works of this cluss. To construct a 
railway nt the rato of a mile n day it 
something utterly unheard of in this country, 
and Colonel Crawford deserves high coramcii- 
dnlion for tho energy displayed. 

The lavish expenditure sanctioned by gov- 
ernment on Yezn, the construction of a rail- 
rr.;i>I through a distri-t wh-re in -ill J.ipan a 
railroad is ie-m: wanted, an t the encouragement 
offered to intending immigrants !mi« no osten- 
sible meaning to the oidinnry observer. With a 
keen desire In railroads hid to eonne. t the 
heart of the empire with the const, we h-ive 
held the outlay in Yezo to bo unnecessary and 
«n»;eliil ; but there may lie reasons for ihis 
work not wholly unconnected with the aggres- 
sive attitude »f Hussi i in eastern waters. Ku* 
sin in Sughr.lin will surely covet tho southern 
and more fruitful island of Ye/.o ; and while the 
latter is left comparatively Uninhabited and u-i. 
1 wired for, its annexation or appropriation by Ihe 
1 Muscovite would have no great significance 



beyond the political aspect* it would undoubt- 
edly present to tho world at Urge. But Yezo, 
cultivated, populous, and protperout, owning 
allegiance only to tho ancient empiro of Japan, 
i* a different thing to au almost desert island ; 
aiid Ku**ia, or any other power thirsting after 
territory, would pause and calculate the con- 
sequence* before making any movement likely 
to arouse the suspicions of Japan, and excite 
the sympathies of the civilised world in favour 
of the latter. If, by any possibility, tho go- 
vernment are actuated by motive* of this char- 
acter, they deserve our respect and high 
consideration : and the scheme of sssisted 
emigration to Yew is one that should at- 
tract the attention and -secure the confidence 
of the people, a* it unquestionably would if 
parfect freedom of trade were permitted. 
Japan, aa a commercial nation, would grow 
daily stronger; and the government would 
receivo support from a people united by the 
strongest bonds, those of self interest and 
personal advantage. United Japan only re- 
quires trada to secure a position for herself 
in the east akin to that of Great Britain in 
the west. There aro difference* and inequali- 
ties certainly, the greatest of which i* that th* 
trade of Great Britain is worth f4.00O.00O.0O0 
while Japanese trade ia limited to $50,000,000, 
or one-eightieth part. Tho fault of thi* do** 
not lie with the people. Th«) people wish and 
are prepared to increase Japanese trade con- 
siderably, but they are interfered with by — 
government restrictions. 

With Russia and China raising a new east- 
ern question, Japan will not do ami** to re- 
member that all trading nations are powerful 
and respected, and their influence i* felt 
throughout the world. A word to the wise it 
sufficient. 

abotT'lhe *oH°lement respecting the Mature 
of th* reception to be accorded to th* 
Russian admiral and hi* staff on arrival ia 
Japanos* water*. Th* generou* hospitality of 
the government is a quality that has a boo* 
forth on many previous occasion* when receiv- 
ing those guests Japan delighteth to 1 
but if what we hear has any foui 

ip can be ostimatsd by th* 
of the welcome lo be 
Russia mutt rank next to tho United 
iu the eateem of Japan, 
ing for a banquet in 
iral, and the 



of hi. 



though 

would aetoni.h the wardens of the richest city 
company even st a time when 
could not be obtained at less than two | 

a pint, other deli, sries in proportion. 

Festivities of this short do good, and 1 
those who are employed aa purveyor*, decors- 
tors. 4c. : while possibly a commission or two 
may be earned by those who labour in th* 
good cause of furthering domestic industries. 

The expenses of this enlerlainment. will no 
divubt. !> ■ pmvi.b'd out of the resetvo fund : 
for it is evidently o.ie of those contin- 
gencies the reserve' fu::d is specially main- 
tained to meet. It is a deeply interesting 
thing, to uso tho spirited language of the 
celebrate! author of letter* to The Times, to 
sen a nation like Japan emerge from itt des- 
potic seclusion of 250 yentt, with a warm 
welcome to tho gillant Muscovite; though ws 
much fear the cordiality of ihe reception mvy 
bo somewhat damped when the recollection 
flashes over the minds of the entertainers of 
tho valuable portion of an ancient empire 
uirtered sway by them for n few barren rokso 
and * compact which will new he fulfilled. 
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Whatever welcome Admiral Le**off*ky mny 
receive from the government, he mny re*t »»- 
eared that, ao far aa the people of Jo pan are 
concerned, the memory of Saghalin rankle* in 
their breads, and they will only look upon 
Russia aa the first deepoiler of the aarred 
territory of Japan, and treat her special re- 
presentative accordingly. I Tai following paragraph is taken from the 
Under existing cirrumatancee every alien- \ Japan Daily Mail. The spirit of enterprise 
tion shown to Russia is a fresh insult to China. | among the Japanese residents of Genaan is so 
The Russian fleet in China water* haa an great, and the pressure of business so over- 



A fink specimen of the genuine white shark 
(Carehariat vulgaris), was caught in the 
bay off Sarujima (Yokosukn) and artit up 
to the market here. The fish was about 
teu feet long: and a most formidable monster 
to look at. Bathers had better be careful. 



avowed object — the coercion of a friendly and 
neighbouring empire. Reverse the positions, 
and say what Japan would think of China if 
the latter country acted a* Japan is said to be 
about to act. 



whelming, that some means of speedy com- 
munication became an absolute necessity. 
Some intelligent resident hit upon the tele- 
phone : the necessary instruments have been 
ordered, and the overworked merchants will 
soon b* able to " earry on trade without moot- 
ing each other." 

"The Japanese mercantile houses in Gonaan 
are about to be connected with each othor by the 
telephone to enable merchants to earry on trade 
without meeting each other. Tho necessary 
instruments haTe been ordered at the officea of 
the Telegraph Department." 

A rvu. house welcomed the efforts of the man- 
ly crow of the Comus on behalfof the fund being 
raised for tho relatives of their ill-fated comrades 
of tho Atalanta. By one of those mysterious 
occurrences that arc never accounted for, the 
unlucky vessel hss doubtless perished with 
all hands ; and it ia at least satisfactory to 
know that the call for help haa not been made 
in vain here. 

The programme comprised a general selec- 
tion of songs, recitations, etc., with two short 
dramatic representations. Cheered to the 
echo by their shipmates in the rear of the 
auditorium everything passed off with groat 
ieltt, the special favourite* Messrs. Edwards, 
Roaif and Smith being recalled again and 
again. The acting and general management 
of the first named were the main stay of tho 
performance, air. Roalfs ap|H»rancea aa 
"Jenny" and "Nan" being also thoroughly 
well conceived throughout. In fact, tho comi- 
calitiea kept the houao iu a roar of boisterous 
laughter, the good humour being invariably 
increased whenever it was possible for the 
chorus to join in, ss in tho Old Arm Chair or 
that favourite ditty, She shan't 
la spite of tho faults in mauy of the 
paniments, and of the occasional hiatus in the 
•tump oration*, the audience seemed highly 
gratified, and would doubtle** welcome the 
company on shore again. 

From information received we are justified 
ed under a law that seems to comprehond in stating that Mr. Inouye, scorolary of tho 



Wi gather from the American newspapers 
that the steamships of the Pacific Mail Co. are 
now (nuking very regular and good passages 
hence to San Francisco. Tho Ci/y of Peking 
left here September 19th, and made the run to 
San Francisco in fifteen days fifteen hours, 
with a maximum coal consumption of forty- 
five ton* per diem. Thi* it undoubtedly good 
work, for in addition to general cargo the ves- [ 
•el carried 30,190 package* of tea, 1,062 bales j 
of silk, and 36 cabin and 240 steerage pas- 
senger*. 

Whan a fifteen days passage can be relied 
upon, and we *ro very close to that point now, 
our means of communication with New York 
will be cut down to 22 daya ; and, so soon as 
the City of Home and the new Cunard steamer 
are on the line, the passage hence to London 
can be performed under thirty daya. The dis- 
tance* are approximately ; — Yokohama to San 
Francisco, 4,750 miles ; San Francisco to New 
York, 3,400 miles; New York to Liverpool, 
3,060 miles; Liverpool to London, 210 
mile*; in all, a trifle of 11,410 mile*, or an 
average (peed of 16.8 mile* per hour for 
thirty daya. Reduciug the passage to time and 
distance, therefore, an intending traveller to 
Europe ha* merely to pay a moderate sum of 
money, go on board luxuriously appointed steam- 
ships and railroad train* with tleeping and 
refreshment rooms complete, supply himself with 
books, enjoy the rest aud scenory, get a gliropso 
of a magnificent country, and bo transported 
from beginning to end at an average speed of 
one mile iu four minute*. 1881 will be annus 
p.' 



Pftss* persecution continue*. Any person 
dealing with the ordiuury subjects of interest 
is liable to bo arrested, and fined or impriaou- 



FoB writing and publishing a work style! 

" The constitution of a national assembly," two 
persons hare got into trouble. Mr. Nakashima 
Katsuyoehi, the author ha* been sentenced to 
imprisonment for six months and a fine of 60 
yen : and tho printer, Mr. Ota Tokuhei to • fine 
of 00 yen ; all copies to b« confiscated. The 
Japanoae newspaper from which we take these 
panieulars, adds that th* ground* upon which 
the judgment is baaed are that tho work is 
calculated to bring the established law of the 
country into contempt. 

It would aeem that the determined front of 
opposition shown by the government has put 
an end to all agitation for national representa- 
tion ; at leaat an ominous silence haa fallen 
upon thoae who were formerly leaders of the 
movement. But the law is so arbitrary that 
even an obscure writer and more obscure 
printer are severely punished for the venial 
offence of advoeating the claim of the people 
to constitutional government. 



It is reported that the Belgian minister will 
shortly present to the Mikado a royal order of 
decoration bestowed upon his Majesty by the 
King of the Belgians. 

W* learn from the Japanese papers that on 
the lf>th instant a cabinet council was held 
attended by nil tho members oxcept Prince 
Arisugawa and General Yam ad a- Tho 
was prolonged to 4.40 p.m., whou the i 
wig, with tho exception of their excel! 
Inouye and Yoniada, dispersed. At 
o'clock tho two last named gentlemen proceed- 
ed to Prince Arisugawa's private residence, 
where they had a private conference with the 
prince which lasted three hours. 

Vest onlay tho Sadaijin (Prince Arisugawa) 
attended tho counsel, in spite of h" 
tion. 



every stylo and subject of composition. For 
an article .milled "Right," Mr. Sugimura 
Tojiro, of the ALsbono Shi»bun, ha* been sen- 
tenced to one ycara imprisonment, becauae the 
t ia considered of quality worthy of public 
nticn. The editor of tbe Osaka Shin^ 
been fined 60 yen for an undefined offence 
agaiust the pre** laws. 

Tbe position of editor of a Japanese news- 
paper is always precarious. If -A editor ad- 
vocate* a foreign loan to-day he will be praised, 
becauao it is part of governmental policy to 
instill into tho common people, that is, the tur- 
bulent tax payers who always want to know too 
much, the wisdom of obtaining assistance in the 
shape of borrowed money. But if that unhappy 
wretch should do the same thing a mouth or 
two hence, when official opinions bavo under- 
gone a change, be will be put iu prison for two 
years and be finert at least 600 yen. 

The moral of this is, do not own a news 
paper in Japau unless you can secure a govern 
Dent lubaidy aud become an official organ. 



Daijokwan, was de*patched to Peking some 
months ago to obtuin from the Tsung-li-yamen 
a formal recognition and aequiescenco in the 
forcible annexation of the Looohoo islands by 
Japan. The time of making the request 



propitious, as Chiua was in dire difficulty with 
Rnssia. Prince Kung, however, firmly and 
definitely refused the acquiescence asked, and 
tho claims of China arc held back for a con- 
venient season, but are, in no sense, with- 
drawn. 



: AnisroiWi-xo-MiTA, Sa-daijin, has 
1. and now attends daily at tho Daijo- 
kwan. This is 



Tiis financial result of the performance given 
in the C.uiety Theatre bv the dramatic corps 
of n. M. S. Comits in aid of the Atalanta 
fund, proved most satisfactory. After deduct, 
ing all expenses, $i:$0.l>0 remain. A perfor- 
mai.ee given in Nagasaki for tho same object 
resulted iu a surplus of So2.50, 



Tug iVicA. NiAi Shinbun announce 
the Japanese commiwionor* taot to foreign 
countries in connection with the revision of 
the treaties, will shortly return invested with 
ample powers to carry out thi* long cherished 
project, though a telegram ha* been received 
•tating that Sir Harry Parke* will not arrive 
Japan for some months to come. In the 

of the 
tho navy, 



same paragraph it is said, that one 
sangi has proposed to strengthen tho 
and that the proposition ia under con 



tion. 

Br invitation of Captain East, R.N., Mr. 
Nomura, Governor of Kanagawa, attended by 
his interpreter and a Japanese gentloman ;, 
Signor Carjano, Consul for Italy ; Mr. Dohmen 
Acting-Consul for England, with some ladies- 
went on board H. M. S. Comvs to wilnrs* 
a variety of essays with electric torpedoes 
of various kinds. The torpedo practicewas 
followed by experiments with gun cotton 
disca made specially for the purposes of break- 
ing booms, chains, walls, gates, &c., Ac. 
The operators were udroit, and the trials were 
carried out rapidly and successfully. 

Th« silk msrket of Yokohama has been great ly 
excited (Nov. 19.) by the action of one foreign 
buyer who, withiu twenty-four hours, has pur- 
chased a large quantity of silk and considerably 
raised prices against himself without competi- 
tion of other buyers ; in fact, we heor of nne 
parcel which was offered two days ago at $3.>5 
having been bought to-day by this operator at 
SS00. Japanese holders ur* iu a state of great 
excitement, but they hardly bolieve that lh>»c 
purchases are mode on foreign account, because 
reeved by wire fnm for.i.u market. 
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would rather land to tho impression that a 
•till further drop in prices had to bo expected. 

We cau aature Japanese merchant! that uo 
advices hare been received hero to warrant 
any higher price* being paid by legitimate 
foreign purchaaora than tlioae offered before 
thi* operation waa commenced ; and that the 
current among themaelve* of this 
(peculation on Japaneae account, 
irate or official, are likely to be well 




The Sourabaya Courant of the Cth October 
givea the following intelligence from Anjer : 

" A few days ago, there arrived here the 
•hip Victoria Crott, which left 
on the 10th May for Yokohama 
• cargo of piece-goods, Wheu S. of 
the Cape, in>t. 43° S. and 18° E. Ion., thia 
vessel auffered terribly from a high wiud 
blowing, on the 22nd July, from N.N.W. 
i ipeedily became a hurricane. The soa 
Mns high, and the maintopaail 
away, while rain etc, 



, while rain etc, string- 
b the fury of the storm. 



thened aa it were 

Early in the morning of the 27th, the situa- 
tion continued the 



At abont 5 o'clock the already 
severely mauled venue! Bhipped such a heavy 
sea aft that the whole deck was swept clean 
and everything smashed. Of onoof the cabins 
aft. only the framework remained. Its con 
tenta-compasses, charte, instruments, the 
Captain's wardrobe, in short everything, 
Tho whole vessel 



to be overflowing with water, and soon it 
camo out that tho furthest watertight com- 
partment aft waa quite full of sen water. 
Every one who could do so, fled to the fore- 
deck to savo his endangered lire as long 
aa possible. Alas, when all were assembled 
and^had^ secured^ themselves there, they 

sailor, and a cabin boy. The captain, too, 
had been in great danger, but a fortunate 
by the second mate, John Williams, 
him. Immediately afterwards his 
waa washed overboard. At each 
tit, they expeotwl to sink into the deep, 
anately, however, the ahip continued 
by means of the two other water- 
tight compartmenta. The sea, however, 
broke over the vessel aa over a an n ken rock 
until the atorm abated, on the afternoon of 
the 25th. The pumps had been 
baling was rigorously proceoded with day and 
night, for life was at stake, until the ship 
(an iron one) became free from water on the 
27th. One of the sailors waa in possession of 
sextant and a nanticnl almanac. By their 




The Yokohama Rifle Association, which 
haa recently been reorganised, held ita first 
meeting on the rifle range on Thursday, 18th 
instant. Aa will be seen from the score ap- 
pended below, Mr. A. Barnard won the As- 
sociation Cup and Mr. A. H. Dure the Silver 
Medal. Tho contest for the Consolation w.is 
postponed. 

Association Cup.— 400 and 500 yards. 
5 shots each range. lBt-prizo, $30. Second 

? ; i. >. 



Here is a problem we commond to the 
CMwmi Bukka Shinpo. If imports are in 
excess of oxports, how is the difference paid ? 
Wo will wait ten days for an i 
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Slt.VKR MltDAl. Or NATIONAL Kitle Associa- 
no*.— 200, 500 and 600 yards. 5 shots each 
range- 
Dare 63 points. 

Talbot *H „ 

Inglia ... e6 

Bland ** „ 

Barnard 4-t „ 

Douglas 41 .. 

Cocking 38 „ 

8ehinnc 39 „ 

Gniasani So ,. 

The Consolation was shot for on the follow- 
ing day and won by Mr. Ouissani with 17 
points, Mr. T. F. Talbot being second with 
16 points. 



News hss been received announcing tho loss 
of the British barque FUchero on tho passage 
from Hongkong to San Francisco. Tho vessel 
was lost on October 13th on the Pratos Shoals, 
a well-known dangerous locality. The captain 
and nineteen Europeans ars in two of the 
ship's boots making for Hongkong, where it is 
said the Chinese cook has already turned up 
though by what means is not stated. 

The FUchero was a One iron barque of 730 
tons, built by Messrs. Hnrlsnd and Wolf of 
Belfast, and left here for Hougkong July 20th 
last. 



the voyago was continned aa well na 
could be done without a sin 



could be done without a single c 
hope by so doing of mot-ting with i 
In this expectation they weie not 



le chart, in the 
some vessel, 
not disappoint- 
ed, for they met tho German ship Hrlrv on 
the 16th August. Sad is to be obliged to 
atato thnt drink enrso also manifested itself 
in thia fearful calamity. For instance, the 
first mato, wbon sent by tho captain on the 
27th into tho after-hold to inspect it, came 
back drunk, from having treated himself to 
strong drink, the only portion of tho store* 
which had not been damaged or broken hy 
the sea wator. When taken to task for it by 
the captain, he, in his drunkenness, threaten- 
ed to jump overboard Whether he actually 
vc effect to that threat or not is unknown, 



hut it is 
evening, and 
The 



that ho was missed that 
must have gone over- 
lscking seamen and ship's 
■applied from BeUvia." 



Tnr. Chiugai Buhla Shinpo raises its voice 
in feeble protest against oxcessivo imports. 
The scarcity of money in Tokio, says our con- 
temporary, has been relieved consequent upon 
payment of interest on national bonds, but in 
Ilia interior tho want is still pressing, owing, 
perhaps, to an immense quantity of im- 
ports having swallowed up vast sums or 
money. Even in Tokio relief is only temporary, 
and cannot last long enough to affect the mar- 
ket price of silver, becauso imports arc very ex- 
cessive. Capitalized pension, and other govern- 
ment bonds are also subjected to fluctuations in 
value, and it is hopeless to look for their res- 
toration while interest stnnds at its present rate. 

The Chiugai Bukkn Shinpo has hidden itself 
in unworthy obscurity ever since it entered 
ripo-i the yarn manuf.-iclorics' si hi me. We 
are glad to see it emerge and again take part 
in those commercial discussions for which it 
had achieved so high a celebrity before its 
abdication of the proud position of t he Arena- 
mist of Japan, hat wo fear its lino of policy 
in regard to excessive imports, and their 
effect upon tho value of currency, is one that 
must bring upon it nothing hut defeat and 
disgrace. Thcro is no excess of imports to he 
paid for by the people in money, ns the returns 
sufficiently prove; but there sjon will be if 
purchases of imports continue and the export 
trade falls into the hands of those institutions 
known as the Specie Bank, <fcc, dec., &c. 



Tnr governor of Nagasaki ken hns laid bo- 
fore the government propositions for financial 
reform of an important character. 

It is said that the salient point in the 
scheme is the establishment of a shipping com- 
pany to extend the " direct trade " of Japan, 
and as Nagasaki is a very suitable place for 
the head-quarters of the company the govern- 
or commends the matter to the attention of the 
cabinet. 



AccoRDtxs to tho Afttinieni Shinbun native 
silk-worm egg doalors and foreign purchasers 
srs not getting along very well this season, as 
the prices asked for cards are higher than 
buyers are willing to pay. The result is 
that out of 451.930 carton* hrought into 
Yokohama, only 20,177 had changed hands up 
to tho 14th instant. The dead-lock continues; 
and the longer the stagnation iu this particular 
branch of business lasts the better for Jspan. 
In fact, if all the silk-eggs in the place intend- 
ed for export wero bought up and destroyed, 
if they csunot be used here, the country would 
be vastly benefited. 



A SATrvi 
Hauabuss, minister 



Mr. 

will take his 



to 

departure for that country on the 30th of this 
month. Whether the envoy has any special 
instructions does not transpire ; but it may be 
taken for granted that he will be urged to use 
his influence against tho threatcued encroach- 
ments of Russia in that i 



Thb Aletbono Shinbun hears that General 
Oyuma hoi been appointed an envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary, but to 
what part of tho world is not mentioned. 

An escort of cavalry to the daijin and pxnyi 
being uo longer permitted, it is rumoured that 
those gentlemen will have a grant of two 
hundred yen each, monthly, to enable them 
to provide their own escorts. The nation will 
not gain much by tho change if this 
is correct. 



Till reserve fund attracts more attention than 
any other subject at the present time. There 
is a sum of not less than 51,325,515 yen under 
control of the government ; namely, capital of 
industrial works, 4.430,261 yen ; sundry loans 
due to government 7,306,811 yen ; and money 
in hand 39,588,443 yen. A reserve fund, as 
its name implies, is money kept in store for 
other or future uses, or withheld from present 
use for other purposes; and, therefore, the 
amount in the treasury i« avuitahle for the con- 
tingencies it has been kept to meet. If it is 
not in specie, it is absolutely nonexistent; 
fur a'ly paper money in tho treasury mere- 
ly represents an equivalent sum withdrawn 
from circulation. If it is in specie the judi- 
cious use of two-thirds of it would reduce the 
paper circulation by at least 40,000,000, or 
about five millions more than tho total national 
hank issues which have caused so mnch finan- 
cial derangement. The effect of an operation 
of this character would ho to raise tho value of 
government currency from to 170 to p»r or even 
to a premium. In otlior words, the amount now 
in circulation, bancs included, is 142.000,000 
with a specie value of about S4.000,(HrO. If 
40,IM)0,000 bo withdrawn by tho expenditure 
o. SMOMSS tf 
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circulation will possess * specie tela* fully 
18,000.000 to 20.000,000 grower than tho 
total now enjoya. 

Taking the whole reserve fund aa an asset 
available within a reasonable time for realiia- 
lioa of aecuritiea, we find the poeition now, 
rontraated with the period prior to the esta- 
bliahment of the firat note issuing bank, to 
be: — 

Total paper currency. 
Reserve fund . 
Per oeataM of 
Specie value of 
Bate of exchange . 

r lit, 1876. 



....••4. ....... 

4 »■ 



Ten 142,000.000 
61.3SS.616 

36.1 
84.600.000 
170 



Total paper currency Ten 

Reserve fund 

Per centage of reserve 

Specie value of iaeue. 
Bate of 



M.05-..7S1 
18,311.416 

30.1 
98.iO0.000 
96 



> of exchange 
The condition! governing trade arc much 
more favourable now than then. There are 
aplendid eropa for export ; mid Japan, with a 
liberal trade policy, ahould now be reaping 
the firat rich fruila of foreign commerce. There 
ran no longer be any deception in regard to 
the balance of trade: the "bsUnco" it cer- 
tainly in favour of thie country, for there ia 
proof poeitive that no apecic haa been aent 
away to pay for the nominal 17,000,000 
dollar* worth of excess ahown by the official 
Japaneae return* for the pnat four years. Why 
then i* the country compelled to remain in the 
depreaaed condition it is in consequent upon 
depreciated currency while the means of relief 
•re either in the treasury, or the financial 
statements are incorrect, and the reserve fund 
exists only in imagination and not iu fact? 

This is what the public are saying among 
themselves 



of Japan bo reduced? The debt of the 
United States of America, the giant Japan 
seeks to imiUte, amounted in 1863 to 
S2,680,647,S69. reduced in fourteen years by a 
sum of $435,152,797. The currency of that 
try waa at one period in no better position 
thekinsatsu of Japan 



Money was so scarce in Osaka laat month 
that great pressure was put on the hunks in 
the city. The feeling of insecurity which is 
said to hare been very marked, has somewhat 
subsided, and money is much easier. 



A LxrriR in our columns upon the influence 
exorcised by the financial pressure of the 
moment upon the future political status of 
Japan, deserves the earnest attention of all 
interested in the independence and integrity 
of the empire. 

The views of the writer are in perfect ac- 
cord with our own. Wo have endeavoured to 
induce Japan to take advantage of the abund- 
ance which has blessed the harvests of the 
past three years; but our efforts, whatever 
good fruit they may bear in tho future, have 
•o far been iu vain, for tho commercial 
position seems to follow the finance* in 
their decadeuco; and from monetary diffi- 
culties that a bold and honeat policy resolutely 
adopted three yeara ago would have removed 
or checked, and with plenteous wealth lying 
rotting in storehouses, the tendency is to com- 
mercial abnegation, domestic distress, and 
national bankruptcy. Nor can the nation see 
these impending disaster* in their true 
light. The notion that pervade* the mind* 
of men of all classe* it that so long 
ss Japan defray* her liabilities to foreign 
power* for losn* and sundries, tho in- 
debtedness of the nation to the pooplo is a 
matter of no great moment. Let foreign trade 
he suspended, is the argument, and our paper 
money will resume it* normal value. These 
people can not or will not aee that the policy 
they advocate with so much tenacity of purpose 
is calculated to defeat the object* they have in 
view. Limitation of rointnerco assuredly mean* 
extension of foreign indebtedness, for without 
i in what maimer can th. 



Japan are to-day. By what 
haa the United Ststea met its engage- 
ond restored ill credit among its own 
people ? Cortainly not by curtailing foreign 
commerce, or by official trading, but by en 
couraging tho development of the natiou'i 
resources and finding markets for their con 
sumption. The export trade of tho United 
Statea during the fourteen years mention- 
ed averaged $550,000,000 yearly ; and it is 
surely increasing. It is to trade, therefore, 
that tho United States is indobted for its 
present prosperity. Tho good harvests of 
the past two or three years seem specially 
sent to assist Japan in her time of need. If 
they are not taken advantage of. and years of 
scarcity should follow, the position of the 
nstion will be deplorable in the extreme. 

All things and all opinions tend in one 
direction. The legislation the nation absolute- 
ly requires is financial and commercial. With- 
out the removal of the disgraceful conditions 
which are sacrificing the country for tho benefit 
of a few privileged person* who have never 
performed any act to deserve let* than the 
hatred and execration of their countrymen, 
Japan will surely and rapidly decline into a 
condition of hopeless insolvency, that will 
render her an easy prey to tho first avaricious 
power that casts eye* of desire on tho land. 



•hould be (elected, and if calculation* 1 
their past and present prices and the price of 
lata] in tho former case, »hould all show 
that the real rate of paper money is 
or about 250 yen for 100 dollar*, we should 
be convinced." 

We did supply our contemporary with the 
information it asked for; and tho native 
pre** now give* ample evidence of the ap- 
preciation of all commodities while the i 
of exchange conaist* of a daily 
of kintftttu ; but our content 

of tho toundnsa* 

of < 

with fresh 



. nor supported it* incredulity 
nent*. Tho Japan Mail too, 
with characteristic unfairness, reprinted tho 
articlo from tho Hiogo Newt, bat has 



carefully rofrainod from referring to the 
conclusive answnr givou by us. Thi* ia neither 
right nor proper ; indeed, it is manifestly unfair 
and iudecent. 



Tiii expenditure on departments can no 
longer pass without notice. The finance 
minister has instituted an examination into 
the number and duties of the official* employed 
with n view to curtail tho enormous outlay for 
salaries, office expenses and miscellaneous al- 
lowances, which in that one department alone 
inclusivo of its branches, amount to yea 
1,219.650. 

Iw pursuance of the resolution to cut down 
all administrative expenses, the chiefs of the 
several bureaux have been invited to report 
upon the possibility of abolishing many of the 
minor departments, and distributing tho work 
over other branch office*, without unduly im- 
peding public business. 

Another matter said to bo under con- 
sideration is tho withdrawal of government 
support to all students iu foreign countries. 
Every well-wisher of Japan would regard 
this ineasuro as an orror; for the civil service 
of Japan requires mon of travel and experi- 
ence, and the cost of maintenance of a 
select fow engaged in the study of affairs out- 
side of Japan should bo looked upon in the 
light of nocosssry expenditure on a political 
and commercial training school. 



Thi Kioto correspondent of the Aktbono 
Shinbun says that the distress caused by the 
depreciation of paper upon the labouring classes 
is universal. The prices of all article* of daily 
and common use havo increased 30 per coot, 
on thoee ruling in September. With dear 
food there is a marked increase in the number 
of thieves, and robberies are of frequent occur- 
rence. The future wear* the darkest aspect. 

Thi* bring* to mind an article in the Hioyo 
Stw» of October 12th, iu which our contem- 
porary repudiated the method of calculating 
the value of currency by the ruling prico of rice 
advocated by u*, adding . — " To prove any- 
thing from data of thi* kind, tea or 
a down staple article* of tho 



0» tho authority of the Nithi Ifiehi Shin, 
bun wo learn that the national bank* hav* at 
length become to dubious a* to the actual 
value of national bonds as security for loans, 
that they refaso to accept them. Tho only 
security they will now lake is immovable 
property ; and tho result of thi* action ha* 
been to raise the value of land and building! 

hundred per cent, on their value of six 
month* ago ; which means that property 
worth 1,000 yen in April last is now worth 
2,000. Is this a real rise in the value of pro- 
perty, or does it keep pace with the dap 
iu the same ma 



is doprecia- 
" no.? 



Thi following extract from th* life of 
Talleyrand in Sir H. L. Bulwor's work entitled 
Wtiorieal Character*, has a special application 
to the position in which Japan is placed at 
present. 

Th* projected bank* to which thi* justly cele- 
brated French (talesman referred as impoaii- 
bilitiee, have their counterpart in thi* country. 
It has boon established that a bank can only 
exist by it* credit ; and when an institution 
i* founded for no other purpose than to dis- 
seminate a forced inconvertible paper currency, 
it illustrates tho paradox of a commercial 
undertaking with a capital of nothing carrying 
on operation* injurious to all included within 
their scope. The national bank* of Japan 
whose note issues have had so serious an effect 
upon the value of government currency, have 
merely served to put into circulation • now tort 
of paper money, which the government, *ri- 
dontly ignorant of the tendency of the measure, 
made a legal tender and forced upon th* poop]* 
in payment of all debts incurred in standard 
currency. Thi* frightful wrong ha* been in- 
flicted upon all tho people for no intelligible 
purpose. Notwithstanding th* stringency of 
the regulations governing tho national bank*, 
the majority of thorn confine their operation* 
almost solely to tho collection of th* interest 
due on tho bonds deposited in th* treasury, 
and to speculations iu currency which their 
own existsnce ha* so greatly depreciated and 
discredited. 

M. do Talleyrand's motion was made before 
tho auignatt had been issued in unmanageable 
quantities ; his warning was not tJC potifatto ; 
but had it been acted upon tho fearful calami- 
tie* superinduced by a reckless financial policy 
ia Franc* would have been avoided. 

" The motion of 1L do Talleyrand with re*, 
poet to the property of the church was 
on the 2nd of November, 1780, after 



y debate* ; and the party h- 'ud defeated 
classed him amongst iu u.ttereet op- 
to. But, on th, 4th of December, he 
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gained mora tbsn a P»rty triumph by the 
lingular lucidity with which, on the question 
of establishing a bank at Pari* and restoring 
order generally to the Flench finances, lie ex- 
plained the principles of banking and public 
crodit, which the public at that time enveloped 
in the myetery with which ignorance almost 
naturally surrounds those subjects which are 
detailed in figures, and involve sneh vast in- 
terest* a* the resources and necessities of a 
nation. 

" The admirable talent which II. de Talleyrand 
displayed on this occasion, consisted in render- 
ing clear what appeared obscure, atid simple 
what seemed abstract. After showing that a 
bank could only exist with benefit to itself and 
to others by it* credit — and that this credit 
conld not be the effect of a paper money with 
a forced currency, on which some persons 
to form one, inasmuch aa that a 
which was forced was nothing more 
or lest than an exhibition of the inaolvency of 
the institution which it waa intended to protect 
— ha turned to the general condition and crodit 
of the State, and aaid : ' The time, gentlemen, 
is gone by for complicated fiscal plans, learned- 
ly and artfully combined, which are merely in- 
Tented to delay by temporary resources the 
crisis which is ineritably arriving. All the 
contrivances of wit and cunning are exhausted. 
For tho future, honesty must replace genius. 
Bids by aide with the evidence of our ealu- 
mitiea muat be placed the evidence of their re- 
medy. All must be reduced to the simplicity 
of an account-book— drawn up by good sense 
kept by good faith.' " 

Thxkb is little news in the Japanese papers. 
The surrey for the line of rail from Tokio to 
Takataki is completed, but the work will not 
be commenced until the Fifteenth National 
Bank baa decided whether it will undertake 
the construction. From what we gather from 
native sources it appears that the hank is will- 
ing to undertake the work on its own terms, 
that is, without official intervention or control, 
government, on the other hand, wish the 
; to advance the capital required, and to 
m the works under official superinten- 
The difference in opinion is very consi- 
and there is little hope of a speedy 
In the meantime one of tho richest 
district! in Japan is debarred from communica- 
tion by rail with the metropolis aud the open 
port of Yokohama ; while Bspporo is approach- 
ing Otarunoi vid Zenibako at the rate of a mile 
a day. The energy of his excellency Kuroda 
to say the least of it. He con 
• railway through a desert regardless 
of future success as a paying 
are afraid 
i the heart 



not exiat in sufficient quantities, 
paper money printing office aet to 
turn out a hundred millions or so of extra 
kinsalsn, buy up pension bonds, release the 
state from a large portion of interest bearing 
debt, nnd relieve the financial pressure that is 
vexing tho souls of the good people of Osaka. 
Of course, the results of this measure may not 
he eventually advantageous, but what of that ? 
Lay all the blame upon foreign trade which 
first of all drained the country of specie and 
has now commenced to drain it of paper, for 
how otherwise can the scarcity of money be 
accounted for ? 



Let the ' additions that have been made, but evidently 
work and | no pains have been spared to make the work 
complete. The reduction in price brings the 
map within reach of everyone, aud no travel- 
ler in thia country should be without n cose 
map. The first edition was engraved by 
Messrs. Waterlow and Son ; the new edition is 
lithographed by Messrs. Witherby ft Co., High 
Holhorn, and is an excellent specimen of their 
workmanship and of tho perfection to which 
this art is brought. 




Owrxo, it is said, to the scarcity of money, 
great difficulty is experienced in obtaining 
payment of bills of exchange accepted by the 
national banks carrying on business in Osaka : 
and the holders of the bills are much embarras- 
ed in consequence. This is an extraordinary 
announcement, and betokens a condition, ac- 
cording to foreign ideas, verging upon bank- 
ruptcy, and included within the meaning of 
Section XII of the Bank Regulations providing 
for compulsory liquidation of those banks 
failing to meet their liabilities on notea 
and bills. A little wholesome correctional 
administered to the recalcitrant bankers 
might not be amiss, but another and 
simpler remedy is at hand. Scarcity of 
that a commercial demand 



Tur. Shanghai papers contain no further in- 
telligence concerning tho aspect of affuirs in 
China than that we have already received, al- 
though our contemporaries there lay claim to 
exclusive knowledge. 

Private advicea of a very trustworthy cha- 
racter lead to tho impression that a peaceable 
settlement of difficulties daily growing graver, 
between Russia and China, is more remote and 
improbable now than a month ago. 

Russian preparations for a struggle arc not 
relaxed, and General Kauffmann is said to be in 
Kuldja with forces moie than sufficient to as- 
sume the offensive at a moment's notice. Tso 
bad not reached Peking at latest advices, aud 
be may probably have resolved to remain at 
head-quarteis for the present. 

Russian demands, which were supposed 
to be known some months ago, remain a close 
•ret ; and it is even doubtful whether a 
formal declaration has yet been made to the 
council of state at Peking. 

In any case the relatione between these two 
countries are severely strained, and the duties 
of neutrals should not be disregarded. It 
would be a Tery unpleasant thing tor Japan if 
the Crar should declare war against China 
while the Russian fleet is enjoying the hospi 
talilies of the Mikado and Russian men of war 
should sail out of a Japaueie port to prey on 
Chinese commerce. The position occupied by 
his excellency Inouye. minister for foreign 
affaire, throws upon him a heavy burden of 
grave responsibility ; but a growing confideuce 
m bis administration is perceptible, and a 
mattir for congratulation, for in all external 
affairs the government require, and are entitled 
to receive, the unqualified and loyal support 
of tho Japanese people. 



Wi have received from Messrs. Lane, Craw- 
ford ft Co. n copy of the new edition of Mr. 
R. H. Brunton's map of Japan. 

Prior to the publication of the first edition 
there were no trustworthy map* of Japan to 
be obtained. There was one on a small scale 
(about one-fourth of Mr. Brunton's) published 
by Messrs. VVylde ft Co., bat it was so plainly 
incorrect in many important particulars that it 
was entirely discarded. Mr. Keith Johnstone, in 
the 1877 edition of his Royal Atlas, did not 
consider Japan worthy of a scparato page, and 
placed it in a corner of the map of China, on 
a scale of 125 miles to an inch. It seemed 
as though this rising country was to remain 
a terra incognita ignored by gcographera, when 
Mr. B. Henry Brunton, lato cngincer-in.cliief 
to the Lighthouse Department of Japan, issued 
the first map upon which reliance could be 
placed ; and upou a scale wor:):y of the 
subject — about 18 mile* to tho inch. The 
new edition contains all tho latest cor- 
rections aud additions, while the colouring 
adopted is a great improvement distinguishing 
the province* in a much more marked manner. 



HIOQO . 

(Hiogo Nem) 
When the master of the Erne fell in with 
the CUurnum, the vessel which waa ao terri- 
bly knocked about in the typhoon, he found 
that, in addition to the ship being; almost a 
perfect wreck, all the boats bad been smashed 
to pieces and one of tho crow seriously injured 
while endeavouring; to secure the rudder 
chains. It waa therefore not surprising that 
whon tho captain of the Erne continued his 
voyage to Yokohama, be should have left — 
a* a loan — a small boat behind him, aud taken 
on tho wounded man in order that the sufferer 
might quickly receive in hospital the 
attendance which hia necessities required. 
For this kindness tho master of the Cihartum 
expressed great thankfulness, and bis grati- 
tude found vent in the newspapers. But 
recent action taken by Captain Green of the 
Erne renders it, perhaps, doubtful in what 
light to regard his behaviour. We notice in 
the Yokohama papers that he has delivered 
an account charging 825.00 for the hire of 
tbo boat, and $30.00 for tho passage of, 
attondvico on, and keep of the wounded 
man ! The transaction apoalcs eloquently for 
itself and requires no comment, but wo trust, 
for his own sake, that Captain Omen's 
character for humanity and kindly feeling 
rests upou some better foundation than the 
crodit he appears likely to gain by his con- 
duot in this matter of the T 



law Report*. 



money means 
has arisen for a 



In the Tokio Joto Saibansho. 

Judge NlSHIGATA, Presiding. 

Monday, November 22nd. 1880. 

Thk Nithkhlands Trading Socnrrr, plaintiffs 
and appellants, vs. Mrrsci ft Co., Thi 
Tokio Shosha, and others, defendants 
and respondents. 

Mr. Lowder, counsel for tho plaintiffs and 
appellants, to-day presented the following. 
Aboumest 

in Sdtpobt op the PLAisnrrs' Pirrrioi or 
Appeal. 

1. Tho Judge of the Conrt below lias come 
to the conclusion that the fraudulent con- 
spiracy which Kato Yoahichi alleges to have 
been ontored into between himself and the 
inliyri of the Shoaha on tho 2nd February 
1H73, could not have been entered into on that 
day, bceanso it waa not nntil after tho meet- 
ing at Katsuinataya, which was held on the 
sntue day, had taken place, that Kato Yoahi- 
chi oonld have been a warn of the arrange- 
i nient made by Kujita Jihei with the plaintiffs 
for the loan of tho $10,i,U1Mr. 

That conclusion in based npon certain 
statements made by Fniita Jihei, and Mori 



Without careful comparison of the new with Seizayemon at the Tokio Saibansho on 
the old nap it is impossible to point out the I 8rd May, 1880, and npon a statemant 
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to have beeu mnde by Pistoriua to the court 
of the Judicial Department on the 17th 
February 1874, and upon a memorandum 
■aid to have been handed to the name Court 
by Bada Keiauke on the 19th February 1874. 

Now the statements made by Mori Scixa- 
yemon and by Fujita Jihei to the Tokio 
Court on tho 3rd May, 1880, clearly show 
that Fnjita Jihei bad boon to Yokohama, 
had arranged tbo loan with the plaintiff*, 
and had returned to Tokio on or before tbo 
1st day of February 1873. That evidence 
ia further corroborated by a memorandum 
in the handwriting of Pistorios, handed to 
the Tokio Court on tho 3rd May, 1880, 
which contains this entry " 1st February. 
Fujita Jihei came to Yokohama." Again, 
on the 11th May 1880, Kato Yashichi, in 
reply to questions put to him by tho Court, 
affirmed that it was either on the 31st Janu- 
ary or the 1st February, he thought tho 1st 
February, 1873, that Fujita Jihei informed 
him that he had been to Yokohama and 
arranged the loan. There wero thua four 
witnesses in the Court below, namely, 
Fujita, Mori, Pistoriua, and Kato, all of 
whoso evidence fixes tho 'date not later than 
the 1st February 1873; in spite of which 
the judge decides the dato to hare been the 
2nd February. And why ? Boca use of cer- 
tain statements alleged to have been mndo six 
years ago in anothor court aud in a different 
action. Moreoror, tho Judge of the Tokio 
Court altogether ignored Pistorius' memo- 
randum, which, as it was written on the 
80th May 1873, less than four months after 
the transaction took place, ought to have 
been conclusive of the point. For these 
reasons the plaintiffs complain, in their peti- 
tion of appeal, that the judgment of the 
Tokio Court ia against the weight of evi- 
, that it is baaed on evidonoo given in 
cause and in another court and 
oa different parties, and that the evi- 
dence adduced by the plaintiff* before the 
Tokio Saibansho was ignored by the Presi- 
dent of that Conrt. It is submitted on 
behalf of tho plaintiffs that it was 
the duty of tho President of the 
Tokio Conrt to have given judgment 
upon tbe facta stated in evidence in that 
Court, and in that Court alone; and that if 
he bad done, so, he conld not have decided 
the case against the plaintiffs, bnt must have 
given judgment in their favonr. 1 therefore 
pray that the judgment of the Court below 
on tbe evidence adduced before it may be 
reversed. 

2. With regard to the second aspect of the 
case, it may be laid down as a proposition of 
universal application, and one which is acted 
opon by every court in the world where 
justice is administered, that property obtain 
ed by fraud dooa not vest in the person 
guilty of the fraud, nor in bis creditors. It 
remains the property of the person defrauded, 
and most be restored to him. The Japanese 
legislature has recognized this proposition, 
and enacted it ns a law of this country ; and 
I maintain that the courts of this country 
are bound to administer that law. To refuse 
to do so, is to refuse justice ; whereas courts 
of law exist to administer justice according 
to law, and for no other purpose whatsoever. 
When they r»fu&o to do justice, tbey forfeit 
tbeir right to exist, because their only pro- 
per occupation is gone. Mitani Sankuro and 
his clerks were convicted of obtaining from 
tho plaintiffs the sum of $100,000 by fraud 
Tbat sum of money, therefore, never was the 
property of Mitani Sankuro, and never 
vested in him. It was, and still remains, the 
property of tb* plaintiffs. Immediately after 



i's conviotion, the court took upon 
itself to make him a bankrupt. But what 
right had tho conrt to take the plaintiffs' 
money, and to give it to Mitsui and the other 
creditors of Mitani Sankuro ? The plaintiffs 
did not apply that their debtor should be 
made a bankrupt, and were given no op- 
portunity of attending tbo sittings of 
tbe Court of Bankruptcy. They were sim- 
ply informed, when the whole matter was 
concluded, that Mitani had l>een made 
bankrupt by the conrt, and that some yen 
4,000 had been awarded to them as their 
share of tho estate. Against this they im- 
mediately protested ; and they only consent- 
ed to receive the above sum on account, and 
without prejudice to their right to ho paid in 
full. Neither the Court of Bankruptcy, nor 
the other creditors of Mitani Sankuro could 
acquire any right, as against the plaintiffs, to 
any portion of the flOll.OOO of which the 
plaintiffs were dofraudod. How conld they 
obtain the right to appropriate money which 
never was the property of the bankrupt? 
The money was tho property of the plaintiffs, 
though in the possession of Mitani Sankuro, 
and ought to havo been rostored to the plain- 
tiffs. Tho Tokio Court, in its judgment, says 
it is now too late, booanse tho matter has 
already boen adjudicated upon. But cau it 
over bo too Into for a court to do justice? 
Is it not the very first and paramount doty 
of a court to administer justico, and to 
correct its own errors if necessary to that 
end. Why, I ask again, and on what 
grounds, — on what principle of justice,— it 
the plaintiffs' monov to bo withheld from them 
and distributed among Mitani & Co., the To- 
kio Shosha, and tho other creditors of Mitani 
Sauknro? This is indeed to defraud them a 
second time, and through the instrumentality 
of a court professing to administer justice. 
It cannot bo tbat the Court of Appeal will 
uphold a judgment bearing on its faco the 
evidence of injustice. The Court below, in 
reply to the argument which I based on thoso 
sections of tho code which provido for the 
restitution of property obtained by fraud, 
says that Mitani Sankuro was " mado bank- 
" rnpt nnder the 246th clause of tbe revised 
"code," which clnnso, it says, " has exclusive 
" application to the improper use of written 
" documents, and is inapplicable to obtain 
" money by deception and false pretences. 
"The clause cited is therefore irrelevant 
" to the present case, and cannot govern 
'* the judgment of tho court." Who can 
follow, or acquiesce in such an argumont as 
that? In the first place though Mitani San- 
kuro may have been convicted <■/ fraud nnder 
the 246th clause of the revised code, he conld 
not have boen tiiflrfe haukrupt nnder tbat 
clause. He was adjudged a bankrupt by the 
court itself, of its own motion, and under no 
law that is published, or, if published, that is 
known to roe. Where is there, or was there, 
at that date, any law of bankruptcy ? I believe 
tbat no such law exists. Certain it is that 
no one can lie made a bankrupt nnder the 
246th sect inn, of tho revised cod*. Next, 
assuming Mitani to have been convicted, 
nnder the 246th section, of the improper use 
of written documents, how docs that fact 
exclude the operation of the clauses of the 
code which provido for the restitution of sto- 
len property ? By making improper nso of a 
written document, lie defrauded tho plaintiffs 
of $100,0i 0; and if so, I maintain that the 
clauses I cited in the court below give the 



plaintiffs were robhod of their money. I rely 
upon sections 51 to 58 of the revised codr, 
and also upon tho other sections quoted in 
my argument in tbo Court below. I appeal 
to those sections as setting forth the dnty of 
Japanese courts, and I demand that the pro- 
visions of those laws shall bo adrainistorod in 
this case. That thoso sections are applicable 
to a cose falling within the 246th sootion, 
within any other section, for that 
matter, providing against fraud, I will 
show by referring to another case which 
was tried in the Tokio Saibansho in 
the month of September 187C. That waa 
a case which was brought bofore tho oourt 
through tho British Legation. One Yamada 
Takeichiro, a druggiRt, was aocnso.i of 
counterfeiting the manufacturer's labels, and 
also the English Inland Rovenne stamp, on 
bottles containing Dr. J. Collie Browne's 
chlorodine, and affixing thorn to a apurioua 
compound mado bv hinnelf, which ho sold as 
gonuino. He, and his two accomplices, were 
sontenccd to various terras of penal servitude, 
aud also, under the law of " Restitution and 
forfeiture of stolen goods," the profits which 
all three had made, together with their stock 
of medicines and tho imolementa thoy had 
made nso of for perpetrating tho fraud, wore 
forfeited. That case shows clearly thatthe lnw 
of " Restitution and Forfeiture of stolen 
goods" is applicable to all coaea of frauds under 
whatever section of the code the person 
committing tho fraud may be convicted j 
and I cito tho case for tho purpose of show- 
ing that tho Tokio Saibansho iteelf so under- 
stood and administered the law in tho 
th of September, 1876. It is trne 
tbat tho case was preforred to the conrt 
through a foreign minister, while the pre- 
sent caso is brought withont such powerful 
assistance, — the plaintiffs having choeen to 
roly upon the aid of counsel ; bnt surely 
that fact ought not to ho allowed to prejudice 
their right to have restitution of what be- 
longs to them. And yet why ie it that the 
Tokio Saibansho in tho one case decides that 
tho law of "restitution and forfeiture" ie 
applicable, and that in the other it is irrele- 
vant? I trust that this oonrt will, by its 
judgment, mako it very plain that the lawe 
of Japan are to be impirtially administered ; 

the 
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s dealt out with an even hand. 



Ia tbi ItfPiBtit, Rotiuir Comoui 



Before A. Pbue*n, Esq., Contul, Pruidtnt and 
Messrs. S. Cabcaxo, Comul for Italy, and 
Rinucm, merchant, Atituori. 
Jar di Boss v$. S. SiBsaasMlorr, as agent 
for the owners of the Russian steamer 
A. E. Nar,U,„kjdld. 
W*dnetda>j, Kovtmbtr \0lh, 1880. 
This was a claim for $10,275.70, money 
allegtxl to be due to plaintiff as salvor of the 
steamer SonUtukjdld as per contract, with 
interest at the rata of 12 per cent, annually 
from 23rd June last and costs, namely 
$8,992.70 in variont salvage expenses, and 
$1,283, or 8 per cent, on tbe value of steamer 
$25,000, minut the salvage expenses. 

Defendant in his answer rejected from 
plaintiffs bill $6,803.21 as being foreign to 
the contract, deducted $1,694.90 for ad 



plaintiffs a right, by the laws of this conn- ] already made plaintiff by himself, and offered 
try, to have that sum of money restored to to pay on production of proper vouchers 
them. By the improper use of a written $2,189.49, mtutM the coste of tbo present 
document, a fraud was perpetrated ; thai tattoo. 
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Tho pleadings pro and eon were closed at 
tho end of tbe sitting huld last Saturday ; the 
sitting to-day had for object to examine the 
accounts produced on each side. 

Mr. Kirkwood appeared for plaintiff, Mr. 
Dallas for defendant. 

Mr. Kirkwood said, that the first item in 
his bills is tho expenses connected with the 
voyage of tbe Oiome, and the placing of the 
machinery on board. There is jinrUeieha 
hire paid by Mr. Jan de Boer daring 6 days, 
while he prepared the departure of the 
Oiome, tug-steamer hire to tow the Otome 
outside the lightship, provisions for the three 
months, daring which he had chartered tho 
Oiome. The master of tho Otome, Captain 
Janaaoo, who had those provisions in charge, 
is the only person, who can explain what 
became of them. He says he loft tbera on 
board the Otome. Finally thorc are the ex- 
penses to provisions for the officers of the 
Otome after the Otome bad returned to Yoko- 
hama. A ton and a half of Cardiff coal is 
charged at $14.00 a ton. There are wages 
paid to a Japanese cook, and money paid for 
rice and for Japanese tatami, and other expen- 
ses st Uraga for tho officers of the Kordeiuk- 
jold. Several of the items are without vouchors. 
Then como the cxponsea of again disem- 
barking the machinery from the otome, 
towing bor into port, port-duos, wages to 
tbe crew when they wero discharged, cap- 
tain's salary at $80 a month, Ac, <fcc. As 
Mr. Dallas would not admit the last item, 
Mr. Kirkwood demanded that the evidence of 
tbe captain be beard. Farther: feo to Captain 
Scott for surveying the Otome, and the freight 
agreed upon with ber owner. Of these items 
several are again without vouchers. 

Mr. Dallas commenced by protesting n ga- 
inst all the charges, for which there are no 
vouchers, with exception of the port-dues 
which are notorious. And among tho charges, 
for which there are vouchers, he could not 
admit Mr. Batavus' bill for provisions for 
more than $100 : there must havo bcon a lot 
of provisions loft, which nre totally unac- 
counted for. Ho further rejects the bill of 
" Exchange Market " for $44 : there was no 
reason why tbe Nordtiukjold should continue 
to defray tbe expenses of the crew of Oiome 
after their return from the unsuccessful 
voysge. If tbe coals bought were for use on 
board ship, Japanese coals at $8 the ton might 
have sufficed ; there was no necessity for coals 
•t $14 the ton. There is charged hire for a 
steam-launch from Yokohama to Drags : tho 
necessity for Bending that stenmer is not 
apparent. The expense for careening the 
Otome nt Uraga ho opposes, not only because 
there is no vouchers, but also because the 
ship ought to have been in good order and 
condition when chartered. — There is no 
receipt for $8.00 paid for tbe transport of a 
sick man from Tabayama buy to Uraga. 
The charges for provisions in tho port of 
Nambu and for hire of sampans in Yoko- 
hama port aro unsupported by vouchers. 
Tho saino is (ho case with the charge fur 
towing tho Otome to her anchorage mid for 
disembarking tho machinery. The Ulomt 
re-entered Yokohama tho 9th February: the 
futility of a voyngo at that season was 
already sufficiently proved, and there was 
no reason for keeping the captain for another 
month at $80 00 monthly wages. 

The Court invited Mr. Kirkwood to hand 
in tbe original of the bill from the surveyor 
of the Otome. 

Mr. Kirkwood replied to tho last remark of 
Mr. Dallas, that as the Oiome was chartered 
for three months it was the most convenient 
Jhiog for Jan de Boer to koep bis machinery 



on board until he by his charter party was 
bound to deliver up the Oiome. 

Mr. Dallas observed, that this might be 
very ronvenient for Mr. Jan de Boer, but it 
was a rather expensive thing for the steamer, 
if she had to pay captain's salary and crew's 
wages for a whole month instead of morely 
hire of a godown where the machinery might 
have been stored. 

Mr. Kirkwood then proceeded to justify 
the charges made in connection with Jan de 
Boer's voyngo to Hakodate. Thore is money 
paid for the pnssago of Jan do Boor and 
Glahn to Hakodate and their board during 
tho voyage; there are no receipts; further 
passage money for Japanese workmen ; 
charges for disembarking the machinery at 
Hakodate, for chartering a junk in Hakodate 
to transport the machinery to the place of 
stranding. There are further tho charges 
for Jan de Boer's, Glahn"s and 8 Japanese 
workmen's hoard and lodging during 22 days 
in Hakodate. Thore arc various small 
amounts paid in freight to Hakodate, Nemuro 
and Oshi-ichi. 

Tho court resumed its sitting at 3 p.m. 

The President said, that ho had received a 
letter from H. B. M.'s Consu 1, that it does 
not enter tho functions of Her Majesty's 
Consul to procure translations from docu- 
ments in English language. 

Mr. Reyimud, assessor of tha court, th*n 
read a French translation prepared by him of 
the contract between Mr. Jan de Boer and 
tho Uussiau consul. That translation was 
accepted by the court and the parties. 

Mr. Dallas protested against the charges 
for putting Jan do Boer's machiuery on 
board tho Mitsu Bishi steamer to Hakodate 
as unsupported by vouchers and exorbitant. 
Tho passage money to Hakodate ought to be 
reduced by one half, as the defendant is op- 
posed to pay anything for Mr. Qlahn's ser- 
vices. There aro $8.00 paid for cleaning 
machinery : as Jan de Boer had his workmen, 
there is no sufficient reason for paying sxtra 
for such a job. There is likewise a bill for 
custom house dues paid at Hakodate, that 
expense could have been avoided by present- 
ing the proper documents. There is no 
receipt for the money alleged to have been 
paid by Jan de Boer in Hakodate for a 
log-line and log glass. He was porfectly 
aware thBt at a place liko Nemuro there 
must havo been a quantity of petty 
expenses, for which receipts could not bo 
demanded or obtained, and tho defence was 
therefore not going to oppose them. But 
among tho wages to workmen there are some 
paid for the time from February to April, 
when thoro was no work performed, and the 
recipients of theso wages left before tho 
work commenced so Hint they never made a 
stroke of work, but only received wages : to 
these he objects. 

Mr. Kirkwood continued his explanatory 
remarks: There aro receipts from Mr. Glahn 
for tiio xalary paid t'> him. In Captain 
Carat's bill there is an error by an amount of 
§310 being chargod for a donkey pump, 
which inrtality is uu integral partof the steam- 
pump, so that, whun the steam-punip is paid 
for, the donkey pump is also paid for. 
Messrs. Whitfield and Dowson's bill is made 
up of small items, which require no special 
explanation ; the same is the case with Mr. 
Cook's bill. 

Mr. Dallas said that defendant is willing 
to pay for a hawser that was lost during the 
Halving operations, and for which Captain 
Carat's bill charges $120; for the rest defen- 
dant rejects that hill. There is a charge of 



$52 for an anchor and chain : the anchor has 
been lost, and defondant is willing to pay 
$20 for the same, but the ohain remains in 
Jan do Boer's possession and must be worth 
tho difference. The tools requisite for smith's 
and machinist's work ought to be at Jan da 
Boer's own oxpense, in whose possession they 
moreover remain. There is a water-tank 
charged $.10 : Jan de Boor bought it for 
MO from Captain Carat, sold it afterwards 
to the captain of tho Oiome for $50, and now 
charges tha tftmfcnehjold $50 for the aarao ■ 
undoubtedly a lucrativo speculation. Thoro 
is a charge of $200 for two boats : these 
boats never mado their appearance at the 
place of stranding. 

Mr. Kirkwood oxplained that the boats 
wero in Mr. Jan do Boer's charge until h» 
started for Hakodate in the Milan Bishi 
stenmer. Tha stenmer would not carry the 
two boats, which were consoqnenly left he- 
hind, and Jan de Boer only demands $100 in 
hire for them for the time when he embark- 
ed them in the Otom« and until he departed 
for Hakodate in tho Mitsu Bishi steamer. 

Mr. Dallas resumed his objections :— In Mr. 
Cook's bill there is an item for paint for ths 
Oiome. When Jan de Boer chartered ths 
Oiome, he ought to have seen that tho Otome 
was in proporand seaworthy condition, not im- 
mediately requiring careening and painting. 

Tho president of the court asked counsel 
for plaintiff, whether he admitted the counter- 
claim presented by defendant. 

Mr. Kirkwood objected to the counter- 
I claim on the plea, that in a lawsuit as tht 
present which is brought against the steamer, 
the defendant cannot bring forward his per- 
sonal claims against tho plaintiff. 

Mr. Dallas replied, that the counterclaim 
is presented with tho sole object to have ths 
amount deducted from the estimated vain* 
of tho steamer, on which the bonne is to be 
calculated. 

Tho court gave its decision as follows: — 
" Considering that the counterclaim baa been 
presented iu conformity with art 340 in ths 
code of oivil procedure ; 

" Considering that no distinction can be 
made between Mr. Serebrenikoff personally 
and his quality as representative of ths 
owners of the steamer ; 

" Considering that the objection has not 
been brought forwnrd according to Article 
573 in the code of civil procedure. 

" Tho court declares itself competent and 
decides that tho arguing of the counterclaim 
may bo proceeded with." 

Mr. Dallas thon entered into the items of 
the counterclaim; tho expenses for a boat and 
to Japaneso workman wore defrayed by the 
Nemnro-sho on behalf of Mr. Serebrenikoff 
who wns requested by Jan do Boer to assist 
him iu procuring boats and workmen. 

Mr. Jan de Boer in reply to tho court sanl 
that ho dues not admit the expense of yen 
35 for a boat, nor of yon 5.00 for a barrel 
of nil. 

Mr Dallas explained that the yen 35 w»s 
purchase sum for a small Japanese sampan 
to sorre as means of communication between 
the XurtUiifkjvld and shore. The barrel of 
nil was for the use of tho machinery. 
Thoro aro 122 days' wages paid to coolies 
employed on board Sofdeutkjold after she 
had been floated ; likewise 312 days' wages 
to coolies employed at the ateamer before 
she was floated. There arc you 07 paid 
in repairs of a junk that had been hired 
for the transport of machinery from 
Hnmanako to Ochi-ichi damaged while in 
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•ions from tbo Nordetutlcjold daring fifty and 
torn* days and for that he is charged $2.00 
per day. Ho is likewise charged with 20 per 
cent, on the value of tho steam launch 
$2,500 : that steam launch was at his dis- 
posal tbe whole time nnd of the utmost 
assistance to him. There is likewise 
charge for coals bought at Hakodate and used 
on board the steamer on bcr voyage to 
Tokoska. 

Mr. Kirkwood said that hire of the steam 
launch belonging to Norilemkjold cannot 
fairly be charged to Jan do Boer, who worked 
at salving tbe Nordentkjold. As to the coal 
ho admitted the charge as far as 14 tons. 

The president said that the law imbues on 
him tbe duty, before rendering judgment, to 
try to reconoile the parties. He asked counsel 
for plaintiff whether he was willing to make 
a rebate on his claim. 

Mr. Kirkwood replied in the negative. In 
reply to the president counsel for defendant 
said, that defendant saw no reason now to 
offer more than offered by him in bis answer 
to the petition. 

Tbe court asked the parties whether thoy 
then considered tbe case sufficiently pleaded 
by them. 

Both counsel answered in tbe affirmative. 

The president of tbe court said, that as 
defendant had told him that he considered it 
prefectly useless to examine Captain Carst 
with regard to the letter received by the 
latter from Jan de Boor, the said Captain 
Carst will not be summoned to appear. 

Judgment to be given on Saturday the 13th 

,2 p.m. 



Saturday, Novttnber Vith, 1880. 

JnnOMINT 

of which the following is a translation. 
Tbe Court orders : 

1. Mr. Jan de Boer to take buck in the 
state in which they are now the steam-pump, 
the diver's dress, and generally all the tools 
and utensils belonging to said Jan do Boer 
and by him nsed in the salving operations at 
the steamer Nordentkjold. 

2. Rejects all claims for wages, travelling 
expenses, or any other expenses, on behalf of 
the engineer Glahn and decides that they slmK 
remain at the charge of Jan de Boer ; 

3. Orders the steamer Nordeiukjold to pay 
Jan de Boer the sum of $1,200, for six 
months* hire for the steam-pump ; 

4. Orders tbe said steamer SonUvkjoU to 
pay to the ssid Jan de Boer $1,200 for six 
months' hire for tho divers' dress. 

5. Orders tho said steamer Nordemkjdld 
to pay the said Jan de Boer $250, the 
price of an auchor and a chain lost during 
salving operations : 

6. Orders the said steamer XordeikjoUl to 
pay to the said Jan de Boer the expenses 
caused by tho voyage of the sclioonor Otnm*, 
nnd fixes tbo amount of these expenses nt 
$1508.20 ; 

7. Orders the said steamer Xordemlji/ld to 
pay to the said Jan do Boer the sntu of 
$1424-54 for his travelling expenses, transport 
of machinery, cost of board and lodging, mid 
expenses being caused by Iub voyage from 
Yokohnran to the place of strandii g, and his 
Stay there during the salving operations. 

8. Declares that tho sain of $1,021, nt 
which figure the (Join t estimates the amount 
paid by steamer nn account of the snlving 
operations, is to be deducted from the esti- 
mated value of tbe steamer A'ordenikjold ; 



9. Orders the steamer Nordentkji/ld to pay 
in bonus, ns mentioned in the salvage-con- 
tract, the sum of 8 per cent, on the value of 
the Nordenikj'Old, after deduction has been 
made of tho salving expenses, as stipulated 
in the said contract, and consequently fixes 
tho said bonut at $1,498.80: 

10. Orders the Steamer Ntrdenfkjdld to 
pay to tbe said Jan de Boer interest at tho 
rate of 6 per cent, a year on the sums of 
monoy, adjndged to Jan do Boer by this 
present judgment, ssid interest to commence 
from the 27th August 1880, the date on 
which plaintiff bnnded in his petition. 

11. Decides thnt the costs of the present 
lawsuit nro to be paid by each of the parties 
pro rata in conformity with tho law. 

The President after having rend the above 
conclusions added that the judgment in its 
complete and definitive form will be ready 
in a fortnight hence. 

He added thnt in case nny of the parties 
should wish to appeal, the term within which 
to appeal is three months from to-day. 

The Court then rose. 



JiVQ UIR T, 

Into the circumstances of two accidental 
deaths on board the British ship Cilur- 
num., Henry Beadle, master. 

terday forenoon at 



An inquiry was held yesterday forenoon at 
H.B.M.'s Consulate by G.J. L. Hodges, Esq., 
H.B.M.'s Proconsnl, into the circumstances 



of two accidental deaths on board tho ship 

C'ilurnum. 

The proconsul read the entrypn the official 
log as follows : 

" Sunday, 3rd October, 1880, 2 a,ra. Baro- 
meter 28.18. Blowing furiously, ship lying 
down steadily with water up to main hatch. 
7.20 a.m. found the body of A. Murray, late 
steward, under wreckage in saloon, be ap- 
pearing to have been dead several hours." 

The master of the ship, the first offioer 
and tho sail maker, who were preseut in 
court, declared each of them in reply to 
questions from tbe consul, that they bad 
nothing further to add to that entry. 

Henry Lawrence Reid, 3rd officer, said : — 
On Sunday morning the 3rd October, at 8 
o'clock I went down into the saloon to look 
for the steward and I there found bis corpse. 
He was quite dead and had evidently been 
drowned. 

Wilding. 

I find that Archibald Mnrrny, steward of 
the British ship Cilurnum of London, official 
No. 70680, lost his life by drowning in the 
saloon of the above ship during a storm on 
the 3rd October, 1880, in lat. 29 J 1 1', long. 
132" 20' £. and that no blame attaches to 
master, officers or crew. 

(Signed) GEO. J. L. HODGES, 

British Proconsul . 

The inquiry was then continued with 
regard to the death of William Harding, able 
sen man of the snme ship. 

The proconsul rend tho entry in tho official 
log as follows : 

"Sunday, 3rd October, 1880, 4.20 p.m. 
; Port yaid arm of fore yard carried away, 
falling overboard to windward. William 
HardiDg A. It. was killed almost instantly 
by ft splinter of fore yard or some other 
wreckage striking him ou tbe head and 
crnNi.itig his skull." 

Henry Taylor, able seaman, said : — I have 
hear.: the entry in tho log read and it is 
corn.!. I saw tho accident occur. 1 don't 
truck tbe deceased; from th 



one in] the forehead, the other across the 
bick of the head. Tho wonnds were olean 
eat, nnd looked ns if the deceased bad struck 
against so mo iron or boeu struck by one of 
the many splinters flying about. 

The chief mate gave evidence that be saw 
the deceased lying on his back on the deck 
directly after bis fall with blood coming from 
bis month. He coutinned to breathe for 
twenty minutes. 

Finding, 

I find that William Harding, A. B . of the 
Brit lull ship Cilur nun of London, official No. 
706»O, was accidentally killed on board tho 
snid vessel on the 3rd October, 1880, by the 
fulling of tbe yard arm of the fore yard 
during a storm in Int. 29° 11', long. 132° 20, 
E., and that no blame attaches to master' 
officer or crew. 

(Signed) GEO. J. L. HODGES, 

British Proconsul. 



JAPANUSS TRADE. 

Cototrv, Dickinson to Add 
or Trade and Chamber 

KOBROW ON THI SUBJECT. 

Tho trade between this country and Japan is 
beginning to attract attention from our manufac- 
ture™ and shippers The magnitude of the business 
which could be fostered by proper attention is sp- 
p&rently known to only a comparative few who 
now monopolise all of tho trade. Colonel F. T. 
Dickinson, a distinguished American, well-known 
in commercial circles, has recently returned from 
Japan, and some of the Members of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Board of Trade havo prevailed upon 
him to appear before them and (rive his view upon 
the benefits to be attained through tbe introduction 
of American goods into the Japanese Kingdom. 
Colonel Dickinson, while in Japan, traveled pro- 
bably more extensively than any other American 
who has visited that country, and, It is said, paid 
particular attention to the industries, etc, at the 
suggestion of a high United States offlcial. and his 
views upon the matter will undoubtedly have con- 
siderable weight- Tho following correspondence 
bu passed between tho parties : 

Thi Board or Toads or San Francisco, I 
San Francisco, October 4, 1880. J 

Colonel F. T. Oietinsen— DaAaSiai Tbe Chamber 
of Commerce and the Board of Trade of Sun Fran- 
cisco, having heard of your recent arrival from Japan, 
and knowing your deep interest in commercial 
matters, and the favorable opportunities you have 
enjoyed while there to inform yourself upon matters 
of interest to tho merchants of 8an Francisco, beg 
to solicit the favor of on sddreas from you, upon 
such topics of commercial interest sa yon may 
choose to present at tho rooms of the Board of 
I Trade, at such time an may suit your pleasure 
I and convenience. And have the honor to remain, 
I jours truly. 

W. F. Baboock, President Chamber Commerce. 

Morris Marcus, Secretary. 

Jacob S. Tabeh, President Board Trade. 

C. F- Wtsian, Secretary. 

San Framcisco, October 3, 18S0. 
W. F. Babtotk. Eiq., President Chnmbtr «/ Com- 
merce ; J. S. Tabtr Ktq., I'rendmt of ths Board of 
Trad* — Osntlxm en : i am in receipt of your favor 
of the 4lh instant, requesting me to address the 
Chimbcr of Commerce and the Board of Trade, nnd 
merchants of .San Francisco upon tho matters of 
commercial interest betweeu our country and the 
Empire of Japan. 

It will afford me much pleasure to incut you and 
them at the rooms of the Board of Trade on Thurs- 
day, the 7.h instant, at i r. m. I am 
respect, yours truly. P. T. 

In accordance with the above, the members of 
the Chamber of Commerce and of the Board of 
Trade of San Francisco, and all cititens interested 
in the promotion of business relations with the 
Empire of Japan, are invited to meet at the rooms 
of the Board of T.sde, Union Block, junction of 
Pine and Market streets, on Thursday, the 7th in- 
stant, at X r. St. 
W. F. Babou 



k. ow iMim sirucK vne ueceusea ; item sue W. F. Bibcock President. Chamber Commerce. 
I fall be got two severe cut* over his skull, the I Jacob S. Iamb, President Board of Tradu. 
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Cot. P. T. Dicuxbon Addkkmcs tbk Mimbsbs or 
TBI Board op Tradx and tki Chahbib or 
Cbmcinci upon Japam and t»i Imi-oktamck 

or SscUBJHO TBI TbADB OP THE OsXAT Ext- 

M 

_ Yesteiday afternoon (Oct. 7th ) tbe members of tho 



r Commerce ami the Board of Trade a* 
stunbled in tbe rooms of the latter organisation, to 
listen to the remarks of Colonel P. T. Dickinson, nf 
tbi* city, upon Japan and iu re*ourites. The 
Colonel hu (pent a year in that country, studylug 
tbe habit* of tho people and examining into it* 
resources, and, on invitation of the two organixa- 
Worn, he gave hi* views on the practicability of 
opening a trade with tho Japanese. There were 
about two hundred of our leading merchant* pre- 
sent, and Col Dickinaon wa* escorted to tbe plat 
form by Hon. J. S. Taber, President of the Board 
of Trade, and Hon. Win F. Babcock, President of 
the Chamber of Commerce. On the platform Hon. 
Kentaro Yanagiya, Japanese Consul, was seated. 

Mr. Taber, in calling the mooting to order, paid 
ft Ugh compliment to the Japanese and their 
Consul, and introduced Col. Dickinson, who, in a 
speech of nearly an hour, retained tho attention of 
hu audience. He said, substantially, that ho did 
oat come to speak of the .1.. panes* of 2.000 years 
of her ancient ways and history; but he did 
re to apeak of the Japanese of to-day — of a 
people whose Emperor* could trace his ancestors 
back 660 years before Christ— of a nation who, 
after a self-imposed exile of 2,000 years, now come* 
and seeks to lake it* place and be recognized 
among tbe progress!™ nations of tho earth. I 
take the J apan of to-day — the Japan of Commerce, 
the Japan of dollars and cent*. The speaker then 
proceeded to describe at length the topographical 
situation of tbe country, and aaid that, although it 
contained thirty-fire million of people, only one- 
eighth of ber aoil — taking out her mountains and 
the waste land near the rivers— was under cultiva- 
tion i so that, despite her age, she could not be call- 
ed a worn-out nation. But tbe question was often 
asked, and he bad asked those high in authority, 
why so small a portion of the territory was cul- 
tivated, and tho answer is and was that there was 
DO necessity for a greater cultivation ; they bad no 
export trade; they raised enough for their own 
demands, and that was all that wa* necessary 
8he was isolated from the world; had no immigra- 
tion, naught but the natural increase to supply, 
and that was the reason why only the land near 
the cities and easy of access was cultivated The 
appearance of thu land was similar to that of 
northern Maryland or southern New York. In the 
island of Teaso timber abounds, but it is in the 
rice country, where tbe largest amount of labor ia 
used; and it seems to bo the object of the Japanese 
to make human labor tho hardest that it can be 
made, for a Japanese carpenter pulls his plane to- 
wards him and hi* saw also ; and it is so also in 
every department of their life. The railroad that 
ha* been built there run* through a valley 125 
mile* long, and from 3 to 8 miles wide — a valley 
rery similar to onr San Joaquin. In this valley, a* 
far as the eyes can reach, yon see no division of 
land aave little tuft* of grans thrown up by hand. 
AU the work is done by hand Tho rioo plant* 
are all set out by hand, the same aa we set out cab- 
bage plants. Every particle of earth passes 
through the hands of human beings. 

Really the new birth of Japan dates bark but 
thirteen years Since 1868 tbe import* have, hern 
$3 : ■9,073,(100 and tho exports $252,85< '.onn. The 
articles imported are sboetings. yarns, cotton goods 
blankets, woolens, ammunition, and sugar. The 
United States buys 40 per cent of her goods and 
sells her 10 per cent, England buys 15 per rent ami 
sells her 571 per cent. Yet we are but from 15 to 
20 days from her shore. We opened the country to 
the world; and Europe has stepped in an t reajte.t 
the harvest. When the trade was new England 
sold her many worthless goods, and one u? their 



seven million dollars worth of worthies? machinery, 
but formerly we sold them sowing machiute, grist- 
mill* and other machinery which turtle ! out well, 
and that is one reason why thoy feel friendly to- 
ward* u*. At the time tho present treaty was 
forced upon the Japanese at the mouths of guns, a 
clause was introduced which prevents tho Jnpnneso 
from arresting any foreigner who violates their 
laws; the offender must be tried hy his own consul. 
The Japanese naturally want this law done away 
with, and Judge Bingham, our Minister there, a 
iuuin.hftsstoodbythem. Tbe high 
has convinced too 
: mean deceit, and 



warm friends of America. He ha* dealt with them 
as becomes a true statesman, he is looked upon as 
a just and upright man. Some time ago a German 
ship arrived at Yokohama with tho small-pox on 
board. The native health officer ordered the ship 
into quarantine, but the German Consul sent a 
man-of-war to bring the ship into its dock, and the 
government could not prevent it. The American 
Government is the only one that seems willing to 
do them justice, an 1 for this they are grateful und 
entertain towards us the most hospitable feelings. 

As to her resources, they are unlimited, and. aa 
merchants; we muBt look at it. If she is able to 
spend ten millions of dollars, she is worth so much: 
if she is able to spend twenty millions, she is worth 
so much, with only one-eighth of her land under 
cultivation. Now, if necessary, there can be no 
limit to tho amount of silk and tea that she can 
raise. .She has land enough, but her great want is 
a market. Her people— that is. her cotnuioi 
people— are just finding ont that the world waqt* 
their good*, and the next question is, what can we 
supply them with? I found all over 'apan little 
stores where American goods are sold — even our 
neckties— and the people buy American goods in 
preference to others. They imitate us in every- 
thing, and whenever they come in contort with 
Americans they assume our customs. A few years 
ago they wore no European clothing, but now 
20,000 at least wear European shoes, and 26 years 
ago there was hardly a shoe on the islands. Thoy 
use Sour when they can get it, and think of tbe 
market for our grain and our flour if thirty-6ve 
millions of people use it. Whenever a Japanese 
comes in contact with our cooking, they ot once 
adopt it. The President of the Chamber of Com- 
mnrco of Tokio, Mr. Shibusawa Telohi— a giant in 
intellect and one of Nature's noblemen — said to 
me. " You hare in California 30,00,000 bushels 
of wheat fur export. Were I in tho grain business 
in California, I would send 50-1 tons of flour to 
Japan, and two men with each ton, and I would 
take it into the interior and let them oook it and 
give it away, and teach tho people to use it." 
The true way is to put a supply of anything we 
have to sell there, and there will soon bo a demand 
for it. They are human beings, but they are as 
yet iirnomnt ; but as soon as they are taught, they 
wUl gladly give us their rice and their silk for our 
flour and onr wheat- We permitted European 
nations to gather the first harvest — the second is 
now ready to bo gathered. The crop is better, and 
the Japanese stand with open arms to receive us. 
I will not presumo to teach you how to command 
this trade. You hardware men. you grain dealers 
know your business. But $600 is enough to try 
the experiment. One hundred dollars will take a 
man there ; ho can live on $1 * day. And you 
think nothing of sending to Mexico or British 
Columbia and experimenting there. 

The following figures wUl show you the extent 
of the foreign trade of Japan for twelve years end- 
ing 1879: 

Imports. Esport*- 

1W.S 16.300371 20,433,333 

1H60.... .v - • 17,356,032 ll.476.u45 

1870 29 777.0.41 16,143.24ft 

1971 17,700.005 10,186.603 

1872 26.18«,441 24,204,532 

1878 27.444,008 20,000,004 

1874 34323.029 2n,104386 

1876.. 23l.4fi7.OtS7 18,014,890 

1870 24,087,S15 27.OG0.4fi0 

1S77. 25 S0O.S41 22.866 -TOR- 

1*7* 43,334.302 30.269,410 

1870 32,690,370 26,1180,465 

Total $303,073,581 $252,850,701 

The Japanese itupurt* for 1878 amounted to 
$'!V*i '.000. of which sum $75-8.000 wo* from San 
Frauei-eo. The articles of import and their ap- 
proxi'i ite amounts, for th" twelve years i n ling 
■vith 1 "•?:>. were substantially as follows: Shirt- 
ing». $31,2U8.3»4; yarn, $50,408,080 ; other cottons. 
$2:1,574,811; raw cotton, J5,M50.SO2 ; mous-do-lain, 
$14,oll,w7; blanket*. $3.162.1 71} ; cl-lhs, $8.4"7,- 
779 ; woolens and inixturew $28,' , 55,5ir> ; arms and 
ammunition, $0,071,087; Government goods, 38- 
400391; tea lead and mots, $1,555,445; metals, 
$U.i79,lG3; sugar, •30,300,419; rice * 1 7,909,009 ; 
kerosene, $0,345,491 ; sundries. $55,875,412; total, 
3'J3.i '73.681. 

The imports for eleven yearn ending 1S7S footed 
tip $226,170,2211. Of Gits sum there Were from 
S ui Francisco $6,652317. 8ynop*i* of exports and 
imports for 1879 : Exports-Silk. $ 1 2.i:O0,'.<» ; tea, 
$8000.000; rice and wheat. }i,.«MMI ; sundries, 
$5,000.0*0. Total, $27,0.41.000. IinporL-rotton 
good*, yarn and raw cotton, $12,500,000; woolen 



goods, thread and wool. $5,500,000; metal* and 
Government goods; $2,500,000 ■ kerosene, $2,700,- 
000; Sugar. $3,800,000; sundries. $6,0 W.oi «J. Total, 
$33,000,000. The following figure* (how the per- 
centage to and from foreign countries: Exports — 
To the United States, 40 per cent ; France. 21 ; 
China, 19; England, 16; Italy. 2. other coun- 
tries. 2. Imports— From the United States toper 
cent; France, tl; China, 17; England, 57; 
Germany, 3 ; other countries 2. 

In fapan the fruits have no flavor and the flowers 
no odor. Tho pear is a cross between the rind of a 
melon ami a turnip. The tree* blossom but bear 
no fruit; and 170 miles from any white man 1 
found California canned fruit They pat up sal- 
mon, Spring salmon, oyster*, shrimps, mushrooms, 
and shell-flsh. They nave iron, coal, silver, gold 
and copper, and can support themselves, but th* 
more they come in contact with the outside world, 
the more they want. Their business is rapidly 
increasing, why, in cotton yarn alone, but yuar, 
they used 26 million pounds, and this year they 
will use 60 millions; surely we should supply that. 

In conclusion, it is a pleasure aa well aa a doty, 
to say something in regard to tbe 'apanese minis- 
ters at the head of the government: there are 
twelve of those, men of learning and intelligence 
and (treturth of character, who hare brought the 
country through one rebellion, one foreign war ; 
have introduced the telegraph and railroad, and at 
all times had in riow the honor of their nation— 
their Emperor — and tbe happiness of their people 
They are an honor to any country, and should you 
meet them as American merchants you would Mist 
with uin that no words of praise could be spoksa 
that did not belong to them. 

History, in reciting tbo deeds of noble Japan***, 
will give a high place to the name* of Saajo, Iw»- 
kura, Okuma. Inouye, Ito and the Saigo of th* 
Sangii and Matguda, Tateno, Hakiaura and Mouo- 
ka, Governments of cities of Tokio, Osaka, Kioto 
and Hiogo. They are statesmen and ruler* of 
whom their people are justly Jproud. 

The speaker here read an extract from a letter 
from the Prime Minister advising the people to till 
the soil, and promising aid and encouragement to 
all ; and closed by stating that England had already 
established a regular line between Yokohama and 
England, and said that Japan, young in ber n«w 
era, offer* to American merchant* tho finest field 
ever known. It is open to u* , if we fall to taks 
it, others will, and the grand and glorious oppor- 
tunity will be lost. There i* everything in th* 
present situation to make Americans interest them- 
selves in the trade between America and Japan. 

At the conclusion of CoL Dickinson'* remarks, 
on motion, a vote of thank* wa* tendered to th* 
speaker, and the meet! 
Journal of t'eiwoMres. 



JAPAN TRADE. 



The subject ot Japan tiade ha* bean brought 
before our people by Colonel Dickinson in an abl* 
and comprehensive address. Colonel Dickinson 
pictures the Japanese as anxious to trade with the 
United State*, notwithstanding that Great Britain 
now enjoys the larger part of their foreign trade. 
It seems that there is a friendlier feeling for 
Americans thin for people of other nationalities 
San Francisco, from ber proximity to Japan, is 
best calculated to take advantage of this feeling. 
With the growth of manufactures amongst as, and 
t he reduction of railroad freights to the Mississippi 
valley, all tho winning card* would be in our 
hands. It la not neodfu) to enter into statistic* as 
to the time or distance saved. A glance at the 
map will satisfy the most incredulous on the sub- 
ject, loseph Nimmo. Jr. the head of tho United 
States Bureau of Statistics expresses his belief 
that the tea supi'ly of the United States w II be 
eventually imported by way of this city, and we 
may add, that with lower freight* on I man 
enterprise San FranciBco merchant* will enjoy 
most of tho trade. 

'the following statistics will show our commerce 
with Japan for a number of years. 
Vesr. I -port. 

1871 $3,826,879 

1 H#*3. ,, , ,, 3,S^4vl 1 6 

1874 4,030.182 

1875 — ., , 9,470,646 

1876 11.774.219 

1877 6368,96* 

H78 MWJW 

1880 (8 months) «,U«3«fi 
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This shows an apparently heavy increase, but 
tbta iaersase la duo to the tact that the figures are 
•wullea by the increasing import* of atlka aud teas 
in transit (or the East. The ailk shoul ' ' 
factored here and the ton, distributed 
neither is done. In t u a future, 
that theae figures will he a real measure of Ban 
Francisco trade. 

The imports have always consisted principally of 
teas and silk, though there has been a good deal 
of curios and as much as »40.000 
earthenware. Wo giro tea and silk 
as under:— 

Tssr. 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880(8 months) 



U» VCot 

... 18420,068 13,846,076 

... 18,807.686 3,404,630 

... 14,095.810 4.289.169 
... 7.7 



Tar. 

1877 



Silk Raw, are. 



460,139 12.14H.5S6 

313,76! 1,578.869 

1879 565,910 3.1IH."64 

1880 (8 months) 353.405 1 ,838,565 

Biuc XairaraoTtrMO, Was™, rrc. 



SUSMtg 

$810,740 
572.177 




Waste, eie. 
171.592 

109.163 



have boon as 



T«r. 



Eiports. 

1721.H54 

18*6... btl.ifjj 

1876 1.053,271 

1877 _ 0*7.111 

1878 701,251 

1879 Gl«.202 

1880 (8 months) 409,1*2 

This does not show anything very gratifying in 
the way of trade development. It rather i hows 



Fuji; a. 



The 



1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 (8 months) .. 



1877.... 
1878.... 
1879... 
1M80 (S 



8,531 

8.691 

4.8US 



•afcja 

j-tL'.2«rt 

51.066 
46.97M 
29.769 



Ml 
... 1136,744 
... 73,608 
... 62,4*5 
... U2.I30 



Taw. V»I««. 

1877.... $6o,B39 

1878 22.050 

1879 41,436 

1880 (8 months). Including a large 

quantity of arms shipped 161,181 



1877... 
1878... 



Vsls*. 

»ra,3io 



1879 

1880(8 mouths) 







RS.3S7 



Lxad. 




Soaaa Bsnwari. 

Trir. Us. 

1878 88,flH 

1879 .. • *o,;k>* 

1880 (8 month.) 6,306 

We hare taken here no account of 

rhich we 



s\*g&9 



787 



Taken all in all, the record of our export trade 
with Japan, as given above, is a record of snpinenesa 

—one on which we hare no desire to dwell It 
requires some one like Colonel Dickinson to wake 
up our commercial men to the importance of 
Japanese trade and to show what we are losing in 

" o/ Commtret. 



hioqo. 



( Hiogo News.) 

We are glad to be able to report a decided 
improvement in commercial matters daring 
tho Inst few days. The quotations for paper 
currency are considerably better, and it is a 
very hopeful sign thnt, aa we learn on re- 
liable authority, Japhneae merchants are 
talcing delivery of goods and, in some few 
instances, making arrangements for farther 
purchases. It is said that when baying 
censed some time since, there were no lesH 
than ten millions of dollars worth of goods 
contracted for at the different porta. Sup- 
posing this to bo true, and there is no reason 
to doubt the statement, a considerable time 
ranst necessarily elapse before tho markets 
recover their normal condition. We beliovo 
that the anxiety of the Japaneao merchants 
to carry out their engagements has givon 
great satisfaction to foreign firms, and it 
may result that the crisis, now we trust abont 
to pass away, will be the means of removing 
many 




- (Hingo News' Trantlatioti.) 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of the 
6th instant, a heavy black cloud suddenly ap- 
peared over Tada, Dwa-gori, lyo, and in 
about an hoar and a-half a tromenc 



hail 

storm commonced, accompanied with thunder 
and lightning. Tho hailstones were of extra- 
ordinary sizo, as large as sak6 cups and 
beans, but as the crops were luckily already 
garnered vory little damage was done. About 
one ri long by half a ri in width of cround 
was completely covered with the hailstones, 
and the showor was quite local, no other 
place experiencing its effects. 

Foreign yarn is very dear, owing to tho 
advance in the value of specie. In conse- 
quence Japanese merchants are unable to 
complete their contracts with foreigners, and 
the stock in the hands of natives is Terr 
small. Prices also seem to be rising abroad, 
and very few transactions are now taking 
place here. However, when the value of 
dollars falls, it is expected that a better state 
of things will prevail. 

Rice has arrived in considerable quantity 
during the last few days, but as high prices 
are current in the northern provinces, nooo 
is being sold cheap here ; in fact it is all 
being stored away. Owing to tho news that 
good prices can be obtained at Hiogo, the 
Kioto merchants are anxious to buy aa much 
of the grain as possible, and a constant 
increase in value is therefore apparent. Al- 
though the present is the time for the new 
crop, yet not aa much as was expected has 
arrived, because the farmers are not willing 
to sell at correct market rates, preferring to 
dispose of thoir rice to the sake brewers, 
who givo thom slightly more for their pro- 
dace. 

On the 18th instant, the local branch of 
the specie bank despatched to tho head office 
in Yokohama, by the Tsuruga-maru, sixty- 
five boxes each containing 2,000 silver yon. 
or 130,000 yen in all. 



The Corean Government appear at length 
to realize the vast superiority of steamers, 
and sailing vessels constructed in the 
foreign stylo. Last September some officers 
of the Buronu of ships, bridges, Ac, came 
down to Fosso, and purchased the schooner 
Da it an Hoim maru from Mr. Iwoi, an 
merchant, for 2,200 kwanmon in 
It is reported that the 



H0NQK0N0. 



(Daily Press.) 

A statement was made in Macao yesterday 

(Nov. 8th) to the effect that the marder of 
Major Deja is one of a gang who had con- 
spired together to murder the whole of toe 
officers in the Garrison there, and the I 
are said to have bet 
in oonsequence. 



troops 
parties 



The 
contains 
of 



Penang 
. the foil 



GnseUe of tho 27th October 
following account of tho sinking 
iter Castle by the steamer 
.—"As the steamer TJrreoiuAtre 
was steaming in to take up a berth at a little 
before five a.m. this morning she ran into the 
steamer Braemar Castle, thou lying at anchor 
in the harbour. The latter vessel had a largo 
rent made in her side abaft tho fore-chains. 



and her captain, finding his vessel sinking 
upon tho Breconskire to tow him into 



Tho 



called 

shallow water and slipped his 
Brseonshire promptly took the 
in tow, but owing to tbo P. A O. 
Indus, which had anchored shortly before, 
swinging across stream, the tow ropes 
had to be cast adrift in order to avoid another 
collision, and the Braemar Cattle slowly 
drifted past the Indu* and at 5.55 a.m. settled 
down by tho head about ten ship's lengths to 
tho northward of the latter in nine fathoms 
of water, where she now lies with just about 
a foot of her funnel visible above water. 
There was no loss of life, we are glad to be 
able to report" The Penang agents of tho 
Braemar Castle give the following account 
of the disaster : — " The Braemar was lying it 
double anchor in tho harbour, and tbo Br*~ 
eonshire was coming in at about a qaater to 
five o'clock, it l*ing then dark, but % 
good moonlight, and the Bramutr't lights all 
burning. The Breeonshire managed some- 
how to come stem on to the Braemar, catting 
her nine feet below the water line on tho 
starboard side at the fore-rigging. The 
Braemar at once slipped anchors, and the 
Bnconthire attempted to tow her ashore, 
but the mail steamer, having come in be- 
tween them and the shore, prevented thk 
without dropping astern, and before she could 
bo got into shallow water, she sank head 
foremost, and lies a little north of the fort 
front nine fathoms, masts and abont two feet 
of the funnel only visible. We fear it will 
boa difficult job to raise her. The tide 
very strong at that spot. She sank at 
The BreecwAire is quite uninjured." 



id. is 
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(China MaH) 
We regret to learn, from the 
papers to hand to-day, that Mr. . . 
Wilson, an Englishman, who has been t 
36 years' resident in the Philippines, and 
who was a naturalised Spaniard, has been 
assassinated in bis residence at Boeoboso ; 
his son, who was only U u-nr< ,f ag0i waa 

umeaConhewms assassin, '* " 
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( China Mail. ) 

The British barque Fhchero, 370 tons. 
Captain Corylnn, which loft this port on the 
11th October for San Francisco, is stated to 
have been lost on tho Pratna Shoals. The 
cook baa been landed by a jnnk at Macao, 
and haa been aent tbence by the Authorities 
to the Harbonr Mastor here, so that certain 
statement* he has to mnke may bo taken in 
due form before n properly constituted Court. 
Ilis alory is said to be a strttnge contradiction. 
He Btates that the Captain and crow sared 
themselves in the ship's boats, although 
nothing has yet been beard of thorn from 
any other source. On the other hand bin 
narrative ia ao tinged as to suggest a pirn- 
: with the ship. 



We have received the following detailed 
particulars of the loos of the British barque 
Flechero to which wo referred in onr local 
columns last night. The case is one of 
grievous disaster, more so perhaps than at 
first sight appears on the face of it. It is 
just possiblo that the boats may have been 
Seen by some passing ship, and the crew 
taken to a port ; bnt it ia now so long a time 
since they left tho Prataa that it may be fear- 
ed nothing more will be heard of them, as 
the Captaiu would have telegraphed had he 
arrived anywhero, aud no ship would hare 
cared to keep so large a number of mou on 
board for any longth of time. The boata 
must, it ia feared, have encountered bad 
weather and gone down at aea. H. M S. 
Lily wont out this morning, but it is a 
hopeless search, as the bunts, if aflont, 
would not have bcon long in reaching the 
land, and we must have heard of their arri- 
val ere this. Tho particulars we have re- 
ceived are as follows :— 

The British barque FUehtro, official No. 
54,966, Captain Thomas Loke Carlyon, 
730 tons, owned by Tbo*. H. Ismay, Jr., 
of Liverpool, loft Hongkong on the 12th 
nit, in ballast, bound to San Francisco. At 
first bad weather was encountered outside. 
On the 15th at about 6 p.m., the ship then 
ander royals Ac., daring thick weather, 
struck on the Prataa aboal. The masts 
were cnt away and the anchor let go. Tb* 
following morning the boats were lowered 
and the whole crew with provisions Ac. went 
to the small Island at the entrance of 
the Prataa Lagoon. Several junks were 
fishing in the neighbourhood of the reef, but 
the crew wero not molested. About tbe 19th 
or 20th tbe master with the crew, 19 in 
all, left the Island in two boats for Hong- 
kong. The cook (Chinese), from whom 
this information is obtained, refused to go 
in the boats as they seemed too doop. A 
sampan from ono of the junks in tho offing 
oame to the Island, the crew landing 
there for the purpose of burying a man 
who had died on board tho junk. Tho men 
in the sampan told Capt. Carlyon that the 
junks bolonged to Macao, and 



chains and other things belonging to the 
Fleehero, which have been taken charge of 
by the British Consul at Macao. A like- 
neng of tho Captaiu, which was found in the 
cabin, has also been brought over. 



The following ore the particulars of the 
assassination at Bosoboso, of Mr. Robert 
Wilson, an Englishman, naturalised Spani- 
ard, whose death we reported tho other day : 
— It appears that a dispute arose between 
that gentleman and the timber mcrchanfa 
or rathor the tirober-sawers, and ono of 
them treacherously discharged a deadly 
blow upon the head of Mr. Wilson, with an 
him to fall dead. Deceased's 
dealt with, in the same man- 
nee, being loft on the ground for dead. Mr. 
Wilson was a man held in high esteem in 
Manila for his activity and liberality. He 
had been employed as tbe director of the 
dredging-bout for cleaning the Manila river 
for several years. This disaster iB deeply 
felt by his friouds. The authorities will, 
it is hoped, not fail to do their duty in 
bringing t.» justice the culprit who haa 
brought mourning upon tho deceased's family 
and upon socioty generally as well. 



course, for tbe Secretary of State to approve 
the decision of the Government or not, as he 
sees reason. But the enquiry and tho deliver- 
ance therein primarily lie with the local Gov* 
eminent. On various occasions, it isaaid.caaea 
not fully dealt with by tho local Government 
of the Colony in which they arose have been 
sent to Downing; Street and have invariably, 
we are informed, been sent back to be there 
regularly dealt with. Tho mode of dealing 
with such a case aa the Executive have now 
ou hand ia slow in the extreme ; the rules 
which apply so surrounding tho proceeding 
with numerous forms and ceremonies which 
cannot but ensure delay. Of course, it is 
alleged on behalf of these rules that this is a 
wiso course, inasmuch as it preserves for any 
Civil Servant whoso conduct is tbe subject of 
I enquiry a greater impartiality than might 
porbaps be attainable, even at the bands of 
those who believed themselves to be utterly 
fair, if the consideration of his case was token 
up, while public excitement and perhaps no 
little personal feeling were yet rife. Whe- 
ther this be ao or not, we understand that 
the final upshot of the recent extraordinary 
proceed 'ujfs in tbe Supreme Conrt will not 
be ki <iwn for some considerable time to 



thoy 



would not go there until they had done 
their fishing. Before tho crow left the 
master gave tbe cook a letter which he 
afterwards took back and destroyed. He 
told the cook, who said he would wait until 
a junk started, to report the loss of the ship 
at any place be might arrive at. The cook 
remained on the Island until tbo 4th inst , 
when ho left in a junk, arriving at Macao on 
the 7th and importing to tho authorities 
there. Tho d.ij after tho boats left it blew 
very hard, but when the jnnk crossed it was 
The jnnk people took sails, 



Tiif Sinxino or rat " BiuEMr.R Castls." — 
Tho following particulars of the most unfor- 
Mintite accident to tho Braemer Cattle have 
been received by the present mail, and havo 
been courteously placed at our disposal :— 

"The Braemer Cattle arrived at Ponang 
on the 16th October, with high pressure 
piston broken, and was lying at double anchor 
in tho barbonr during repairs. At about 
4.45 a.m. on tho 28th, at dawn, with a good 
moonlight, the S.S. Breeonthire from London, 
coming in to take op a berth, managed to 
come stem on tho Braemer Catlte, cutting 
her down to nine feet below the water line 
on the starboard-side at fororigging. Anchors 
wero at once slipped, and the Breeonthire 
attempted to tow her ashore, but the mail 
stenmor had como in and anchored between 
them and the shore, and so prevented this 
without dropping astern, and before shallow 
water could be reached tbe Braemer Cattle 
snnk head-foremast in about nine fathoms 
of water, and the masts and about two feet 
of tho funnel, only are visible. She sank at 
5.55 a.m. The Breeonthire ia uninjured. 
The wreck has been surveyed, but tho Surve- 
yors have uot yet given their docision. All 
lives were saved." 

Another letter adds that " when the 
collision took place, the Braemer Cattle't 

lights were quite in order As 

to raising the vessel nothing can of course be 
said nt present or until further investigation 
into hor position Ac, has been made, but it 
is said that the undertaking would be a very 
difficult one owing to tbo current at the spot 
where she lies being very strong. Messrs 
Gnthrio A Co., who are the agents at Singn 
pore aro securing from H. M. S. Caracoa the 
services of divers to go to Penarg to report 
on this point." 



The matter of the Registrar "f tint Sn- 
pretce Court, who has boon interdicted 
from discharging his duties, is lieing pro 
oeeded with but bWIj. Tho whole enso 
will lie thoroughly gone into here, and wil 
only go home, under tho special rules of the 
Colonial Service concerning such matters, 
after the deliverance of the local Government 
it has been made. It will then be, of 



place last night (Nov. 4) in the City. 
Idicr of the Macao Garrison (named 
too), while on duty between 12 and 2 



Stbajiob Tbaqsdt nr Macao — Letters I 
Macao inform us of a sad 
took 

A soldier 

Pacheco), while on duty 
this morning, nt the Treasury in Alfandegs, 
left his post und went back to tbe Barracks 
nt San Francisco, and jumped over a w»ll 
which intervenes between the Barracks and 
the private residence of Major do Beja, tho 
Commandant, and brenking open a window 
he got into the Major's bedroom and firod 



two shots at the unfortunate Major. One 
took effect in the arm, and another pene- 
trated the chest. Tho Major got up from 
his bed and got hold of a revolver, but 



had to relinqaish it 
dead instantly. The 
led the wife of 
threatened her life if she would not give 
bim money. The lady in her fright banded 
him $10, and be then made good his escape, 
and got into the houso of a Chinese woman 
of ill fame, where he was apprehended in the 
morning, asleep in bed and still armed. Hs 
immediately confessed his crime nnd said 
that ho was sorry ho had bad no time to do 
away with some others as he had wished — 
China Mail. 



Some further particulars of the Macao 
tragedy havo come to hand. The murderer, 
Pacheco, after shooting Major Beja, diaboli- 
cally offered outrage to Senhora Beja. Ths 
firing of sevoral shoU, it seems, failed to 
causo any alarm to bo raised, and the ruffim: 
was therefore enabled to ndd to his atrociocii 
crimes. Wo learn that Pacheco some years 
back murdered a woman in Lisbon, for which 
crime he was transported to Mozambique. 
How he came to join tbo battalion of Ui« 
Celnni»l Itegimont now stationed at Macxo 
we hiive been unable to ascertain, but it is 
probable that a scarcity of men, caused by a 
mortality among the troops, led to some of 
eii'i.lled in the ranln. 



tho 

Tho abolition of capital pnnishmrnt in Pnr. 
tugal, letting lnose upon the world such 
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SHANGHAI. 



(N.-C. Daily Newt.) 

There are stilt 5,000 more native troop* 
waiting at Httnknw to bo transferred to 
Shanghai Kuan, and the Lee-yuen is about to 
leave to take ns many as slie can acconi- 
It is worthy of note that the troops 
little tronble to the officer* of the 
They are Tory qaiot and well- 
behaved, bat in two of tho steamer* they 
hare stolen all tho brass fittings they could 
lay their hauds ou, no doubt under tho im- 
', thoy were gold. 



There arrived, yesterday (Nov. 9), by the 
steamer Glenjrchy, from London, four mining 
engineers, who, it is said, have ontcred into 
a three years' engagement with Mr Tong 
King-sing, the director of the China Mer- 
chants' S. N. Company. Thoy are to pro- 
ceed to Poking, to direct tho working of a 
coal mino which is being opened within 
eighteen miles of tho capital. Iron ore has 
been found in considerable quantities in the 
neighbourhood, and it is conjectured that the 
opening of the coal mine may lead to theeslab- 
lishmeut of iron works by the Go-vernment. 

It is stated that if war should break out 
between Russia and China, the Czar's third 
son, tho Grand Duke Alexis, will proceed to 
tho Paciflo aa Commander-in-Chief of the 



Tho P. and O.S.N. Co.'s steamship Zambcei, 
which left on Friday (18lh Nov.), took tho 
following silk : For London, 1,017 bales; 



Lyons, 20; Venice, 70; Milan, 4; Bombay, 
259; Singapore, 46; Hongkong, 11; total, 



1,429 bales; and 31 bales 
London, and 13 for Bombay. 



silk for 



The CM. S.N. Co.'s steamer Haean haa left 
to take troops from Hankow to the North. It 
was believod on board that her destination this 
voyage would be Taku and notShau-hai Kuan. 

An occasional correspondent in the North 
writes ns as follows :— I havo not sent you 
any news lately simply because nothing re- 
liable is known of the course, or the pi-obablo 
issue, of the negotiations between Russia and 
China. A multitudo of rumours arc afloat 
as to eventualities which are anticipated, but 
nothing is really known by outsiders. There 
is only one thing which seems certain in it 
all, vis., that the Russian Government will 
not accept any treaty or agreement presented 
to it by the Chines* Ambassador at St. 
Petersburg (Tseng) unless it has beeu pre- 
viously approved of by the Chinese Emperor. 
This is insisted upon to prevent tho recur- 
renew of any similar repudiation of treaties 
anch aa took place in the instance of Ch'nng 
How and the treaty of Livadia. Besides the 
late additions to the number of troops nt 
Tientsin and Taku, 1 hear thatreinforcemonta 
have arrived in the neighbourhood of Chefoo, 
and it is estimated that betweou Chefoo and 
Weihyen, a distance of 200 miles, over 20,000 
soldiers are billeted in the adjacent villages. 
1 also hear that the Russian men-of-war 
aro to remain at Cbefoo during the winter. 

Wednesday, the 3rd inst., being tho birth- 
day of His Imperial Majesty the Mikado, was 
held a» a high festival at the Japanese Lega- 
tion. Proceedings were opened at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon by the ceremony of saluting 
the Emperor's photograph. All " 



of the Legation assembled in the Minister's 
drawiug room in fnll diplomatic oostume, the 
Minister himself making a fine figure in his 
gold embroidery and white plums; each per- 
son then advanced to the eastern end of the 
room where the portrait hung, made a deep 
obeisance and retired. At twelve o'clock a 
banquet was served in the European style, at 
which no fewer than fifty-six Japanese guests 
wore present. It is not generally known that 
there are so aaany Japanese in Peking; but 1 
believe that they outnumber English residents 
very considerably. The ladies of the Lega- 
tion also assisted at tbo tiffin, dressed in ex- 
quisite style and taste ; tho robe of Madame 
Shishido, the Minister's wife, being remark- 
able for its exceeding gracefulness. The 
banquet, which was sorved cold, was in every 
way a great success ; the hot claret-punch, 
too, proved most acceptable, and reflected the 
greatest credit upon whoever brewed it. A 
prominont figure at the table was that of Kov. 
Mr. Kikuchi, a young Buddhist priest at pre- 
sent paying a missionary visit to China, 
whose flouting canonicals of pale gauze silk 
and gold-cmbroidorod stole presented a most 
picturesque appearance. After tiffin, tbo 
company adjourned to the drawing-room, 
where speeches were delivered in hononr of 
tho occasion by Messrs. Saito, Naknshima, 
Balfour, and Nakada. Mr. Balfour proposed 
tho health of the Mikado, wishing him a long 
and prosperous reign, in a short speech that 
was translated into Japanese by Mr. Tamana, 
the Interpreter; in acknowledgement of 
which sentiment sotnobody was good onough 
to present him with a booqnet of chrysan- 
themums. In the evening tho Legation com- 
pound was brilliantly illuminated with gar- 
lands of pnrti-colonred lanterns, and tho festi- 
vities concluded with a very fine display of 
fireworks. The whole was produced — to bor- 
row a playbill phrase — -under tho direction of 
M. Keita Goh, the most indefatigable of Stu- 
dent Interpreters, and went off to the unqualifi- 
ed satisfaction of everybody concerned, - 5th 



Foocnow. 



To-day (16th inst.) we record three sudden 
deathB, two at Foochow, referred to in onr 
correspondent's letter, and one at Shanghai, 
that of Captain Rowse, who was one of onr 
oldest residents. During the Taiping rebel- 
lion he rendered good service to the Chinese 
Government as captain of the steamer Con- 
/itft'iM, which was afterwards lost in the 
Yangtaze, and of late years he has been a 
lumber and coal merchant in Hongkew. 
During the last few months symptoms of 
heart disease wore visible to his friends, and 
he died very suddenly between eight and 
nine o'clock yesterday naming. Tho funeral 
takes place nt 4 o'clock this afternoon at tho 
New Cemotory. 

We hear from Newchwang that a short time 
since some of the " Honan braves" in their 
peregrinations near the foreign settlement 
amused themselves by injuring and defacing 
some of the graves in the foreign cemetery. 
A remonstrance was addressed to tho Chinese 
Commandor-in-Chief, and be sent an officer 
with some men to inspect the damage that 
had been done and to report to him. Tho men 
who accompanied this official added to the 
mischief already caused. A second remon- 
strance was addressed to head-quarters, and 
tbo Commander-in-Chief went himself to tho 
place with the delinquent official. After 
satisfying himself as to the truth of the 
complaint, he ordered his summary decapita- 
for not exercising better control over his 



(From the Corretpondent N.-C. Daily Nmci.) 

I regret to commence my notes with the 
record of two sudden deaths. The German 
steamer Jleiperui, Captain Johaonseo, 
arrived at the Pagoda Anchorage on the 
8th inst. Tho captain, after bringing his 
vessel to anchor, complained of feeling 
nnwell. He went to his cabin and died 
within half an hour of heart disease. He was 
buried the following day. Capt. Johannsen 
had been in command for several years of 
steamers belonging to the German Steam- 
ship Company of Hamburg, for whom Messrs, 
Siemssen 4 Co. are agents in China. He 
brought out the Sylvia in 1872, and was in 
command subsequently of the Egeria and 
other vessels. He was a Freemason of long 
standing and had attained to a high rank: 
in the Craft. He was well-known on the 
coast, and enjoyed the respect of all who 
I know him. He was the senior captain of 
tho Company's fleet, and was always a great 
favourite with his passengers, among whom 
have been, at one time or another, many of 
| tho Gorman residents in China. The cir- 
cumstances of his death are rendered even 
moro sad by the fact that ho was to have 
celebrated bis silver wedding ou his return 
to Germany this voyage. Mr. J. Wagner, 
lately chief officer of the Uetperia, has 
assumed tho command of the steamer. — 
Captain Thomas Randall, pilot, formerly 
captain in tho P. & O. service, diod very 
suddenly at his residence at Pagoda Ancho- 
rage at 8.40 p.m. on the 10th inst., and was 
buried the next morning. 

Mr. A, P. Roso came down from Shanghai 
with the view of becoming the editor of the 
Foochow Herald when Mr. Lalor retired, but 
the agents of the proprietor of the Herald 
refused his services. He then established, or 
tried to establish, another paper, under the 
title of the Foochow Expreee emd Shipping 
Gazette, and made an agreement with K se- 
ining, a Chinese printer, to publish the paper 
on credit. Circulars were issued, some 
twenty-two or three subscribers were obtain- 
ed, some paying a quarter, and others a halt 
year in advance. Mr. Rose lived at the 
Foochow Hotel, and passed the orders for the 
subscriptions over to the proprietor to collect 
and place to his credit. There were 
only eight issues of the paper. 1 hen the 
printer refused to print sny more nnless he 
was paid. This action on his part closed 
the paper, if it m*y be called so, op, and sa 
action was entered at H.B.M.'s Consulate, by 
the printer, against Mr. Rose. Judgment 
was, of course, given against him, bat ha 
declared he had no money. To try to get out 
of the scrape, be bronght an action against 
tbo proprietor of the Foochow Hotel for the 
monies be bad paid on account of board, etc, 
and in connection with the case the following 



21st October. 
The Mr. Alfred Pieroey Rose haa charged 
the undorsigned with embezzling certain 
monies belonging to HIM ; the accused has 
to appear at H.B.M.'s Consulate on Monday, 
28th October, 1880, to answer the said charge. 

G.T. 



P.S. The said Alfred Plei 
debted to me in the sum of 11 

G. T. 



The one t 
rrr-r Rose is in- 

fed by Google 
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26th October. 
The Alleged Embizzi.rmknt Gas*. 

This morning, at H.B.M.'s Consulate, the 
CM* against the undersigned was rlifimiast'd 
by the Judge, without calling upon him for 
bus defence. 

G. T. Brock ext. 

26th October. 

Thie is how' we do things down hero. But 
the fun ia not over yet. Mr. Brockett has, 1 
am informed, threatened the Foochvie llerahl 
with an action for falsely reporting the can 



TEF TRAGEDY AT MACAO. 



9th November.— On Thursday last, 
the 4th int., a little after midnight the sil- 
ence of the night was disturbed by the bug. 
lers eall at the Barracka of San Francisco, 
where the 2nd Battalion of the Colonial lie- 
giraent was qnartrrer 1 , calling the assembly of 
the sergeants. As was natural, the peoplo 
living in the vicinity of tho Barracks wore 
rather alarmed about the cause, but it soon 
transpired that the Commandant, Tgnacio Xa v- 
ier d' Almeida Beja, had been assassinated by 
a soldier, Agoetinho Pacheco, who was on 
guard at the Custom House. At twelv« 
o'clock be went in his turn as sentry, bnt 
soon after abandoned his post, armed with 
bia rifle, and took tho direction of the Bar- 
racks. Scaling the wall next to the rest-, 
i of the Commandant, which is at the 



back of the Barracka bo easily got to the 

.He 



he is really done for." He put one knee down 
on the ground, passed his hand over his 
victim's forehead, nnd exclaimed. " Hc'b 
quite dead : now you'll give us good mess." 

This villain has beeu in Macao before, 
when he served in tho 1st Battalion, and was 
then sentenced to two years' imprisonment 
for having stabbed an American uegresa. It 
ia said that he was also the author of the 
murder of two Chinamen when he was in 
Macao the first time. He likewise committed 
a murder in Portugal, but escaped punish- 
ment. These various crimes show him to be 
a criminal of the first water. 

The sad death of the Commandant produc- 
ed a general aenaation of regret in Macao 
His funeral was numerously attended. Tho 
whole of tho naval and military forces, the 
civil officers, including His Excellency the 
Governor, the Colonial Secretary, the Judge, 
Ac. were preeont on the occasion. 

The assassin after his arrest declared that 
death was intended for Captain Almeida, who 
Acting Major, but having no other way 
of getting into Hie Barracks excepting 
through the quarters of tho Commandant, he 
killed him because he crossed his path. Such 
is the troe account of this dreadful tragedy. 

His Excellency the Governor gave the 
Acting command of the Battalion to Colonel 
Garcia, late of the Police; and appointed 
Captain Rafael das Dores to n 
the ea.no time rer 

Captain Almeida. »vttn ttiese ju< 
mong the inhal 
ro-est«bli»bod 



act as Major, a 
these judicious 



ig from the Battalion 
With 



DEPARTURES. 

Not. IS, Am. str. City of Ptkmf, Berry, 6, "79, f-r 
ilnntrknng. Mails nod General, despatched by P. 

XI. S. S. Co. 

Not- IS, Am. ship, Samar, Miliar. 1.1 1 1, for New 
York, General, despatched by Walsh, Hell A Co. 
2. Brit. str. AnchiM. Jackson, 1,30*. for Loo- 



of the servant girl's room, 
ed tbe Venetians, then tho window, and jump- 
ed into the room. The maid servant cried 
oat " robber ! " bnt he pushed her on one 
aide and passed through, locking her in, and 
went in direction of the Commandant's room. 
Tbe wife of tbe Commandant got up, calling 
ont at tbe same time to her husband. The 
assassin seeing ber, promptly fired at bnt 
missed ber. The Commandant, now 
thoroughly roused, seized a revolver and 
fired at the intruder, but missed him. Upon 
this Paoheoo fired at and mortally wounded 
the Commandant. The ball passed through 
tbe right arm, entered the chest, pierced tho 
lungs, and flattened on the spine. Death 
mnst have been instantaneous. The murder- 
er then took hold of Senhora Beja by the 
wrist and offered insult to her, threatening if 
■he resisted to kill her and her daughter. 
With extraordinary cynical disregard of the 
crime just committed, the assassin dared to 
kiss the wife of hie victim. 

Tbe family of an officer living in tbe 
adjoining rooms, bearing the dietnrbanoe, 
called out, asking what was the matter ; bnt 
Senhora, Beja was compelled by tho assassin 
to answer that there was nothing wror.g. 
Pacheco then asked ber for some money and 
she gave bim twelve dollar*. After the lapse 
of about a quarter of an hour the movement 
and voices of people approaching the room 
where this terrible tragedy had been enacted 
were board, upon which tho assassin said, 
*' Now I am going away ; it's time ; good bye." 
He climbed tbe window looking out on the 
Parade Ground of tbe Barracks, and the 
Senhora seeing him gave him a push, which 
made bim fall, resulting only, however, in 
spraining his foot. This did not prevent 
him from going from there to a brothel, 
> he was arrested at three o'clock in tho 




After gros*!> outraging Senhora Beja, the 
aasassin dragged her near to the body of the 
unfortunate hmbnnd, saying, "Let us see if 



<!<>« via Japan and China Furls, 

ButteruVld & Swire. 
No •. 13. Jap, sir SuWa-Waru. Hnbenet. g»6, for 

Hongkong vis Kobe. Meils and General, despatch- 

e-l br H. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Nor. I t, Frch str. Toaais, De la MeroelU for Snag. 

konft, Mails and Geaend. despatched br M. M. Co 
Nor. 16, Jap. str. .Vujote- Afaru, Walker, 1.603. to, 

Kobe, General, do-patched by M. R. M S H. c, 
Nor IS. Jap bsrq. Kiinotuni- Horn, Niool. MO. for 

Kobe, Reliant, despatched by M. B. M. 8. S. Ce, 
Not 17, Jup str. /»iro«nimo-Mar«, Haswell. I,?6fl, 

for Shanghai and ports, despatched by It. B. «. 

S. 8. Co. 

Nov. 17, Jao str. SAmaceiea-lfari*, Walker, 80S 
for Hakodate, General, despatched by M. B. K. 8 

S. Co. 

Nor. 19. Urit. barq Bm4, Green, 77S, for Kobe Gene- 
ral, despatched by Malcolm * Co. 

Not. 19, Jap etr. At'itintu-afarv, Darisoa, 690, far 
Sendai, General, despatched by M. B_ M. 8. 8 Co 

Sot. 70, Brit. str. Jfatetee, Sentoe, 1,709. for Hoof- 
kong eia Nngaaaki, Mails and General, de- patched 
by V. i. O. Co. 

Nov 21. J«p. str. SrKnV.Varu, — . 680. for Kobe 
Mails and (ieoeral, despatched by 41. B. M. S 
8. Co. 

Not. Jap. sti. Takaehiho- .Vara. Nye, 1,40*, for 

llukrtriAt*, Mails and General, despatched ky M 

B. M. 8. H. Co. 
Nov. 22, ,'ap. str. Afsyt.Jfo.ru. Peters, 1,010, fcr 

Liuhthonse inspection, despatched by Mxhtfaotue 

Dept. 

Not. 24, lap. str., Toite- lfaru. Swain, 2,780, fw 
Shanghai and port*, Mails I 
ed by M. B. U. S. ». Co. 



PASSENGERS. 

Per Jap. str. Rumida Mont, tar Hongkong rts 
Kobe i— Dr. and Mrs. Taylor, Messrs. C Kates, S. 
Kangel. and 4 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Frch. »tr. Toaais, for Hongkong : - Mr. sad 
Mrs John Robinson, Sir. and Mrs. Hennicke. Meun 
G. Graham K. Abbott. L Harris. W J Scott. Bel. 
trano, G. Kerina, S SerebreniktdT, H Kobnyslhi, 7 
Kogance, M. Ogata, and 2 Chinese in abiu. 

I'er Jai>. str. KttuAtu-Afara. from Kobe; — GO Jspa- 
nesn in steerage 

Per Jap. «tr. Hinthima-Maru, for Shanghai and 
ports :— Mrs. Kirkwood, Messrs. Klemworth, Willsrd 
Honey, Flouscb, Pidgeon. C. Illie«, Pla/fair, Bnetr. 
-uch, and Lieut. Pilchuqni ; atid 10 Japanese is 
cabin. 

Per Jap. str. rokvo-Mem from Shanghai and ports 
— Mrs. Valentine and child, Rear-Admiral A. Solver* 
da Motta, C»pi. Cde Hatdauha. Mr. D. B. Taylor II. 
N Tilestoo, and 19 Jap-nose in osbin ; 3 Run pern 
and J75 Japanese in steerage. Pot New York : Mr. 
Y. A. K. Irring. 

I'or Jap. str. Ntiiala Maru from Kobe:— Mr. sad 
Mrs. Hogt, and Mr. C. H. Wilkinson in oabi ( I 
European and 40 Japanese io steerage. 

Per Firh. utr. lfeiu-tikn from Marse.llea :— Messrs. 
Alioth. Kaatrr, Lnrroi.y, Jnstnra, Komura, Groth 
and Isay.-ya iu cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Majorca tor Mougk-ng ria Nagasaki: 
—Mrs. Morris sod serrant, Mr. Wyakoop. Mrs. 8. B. 
Wyekoop, Dr. and Mrs. Wood and 2obildren. Mesars. 
S. P. Cotioo. C. B. Cotton, Pidgeoo, Flinsch. U. 
Darby, and Mr. and Mrs. Ugret ia cabin ; 1 Ean> 
pean and 5 Chinese in eteerag.-. 

I 'or Brit. str. f/erter from London ria Hongkong : 
— Mrs. Kate Kerr, Messrs. -. 0. Smith, "urgess. C. 
Robelen, Downie. Ito Yaji, and A. W. Curtis in 
cabin ; 2 Europeans iu llemiro. 

Per Brit. str. Btlgie from Hongkong : — i Chinese 
in steerage. For San Francisoo ; — i 
131 Chlneee in e'eorace. 

Per Jsp. str. A'ssonoye- Wore, from Hongkong ne 
Kobe :— Mr. Alliens sad 6 Japanese in cabin : J-i 
Japanese in steera ;a. 

' er Jsp. sir. Takamge-itaru. frnm Sbsnghni and 
ports: -Mrs Harlow, Herd. I. H. Correll. Mr. 
I*""'". a"d 7 Ispmese in oakin ; 140 Japaeese 
fate, to and fi Knrtiposu i-i sterrn^e. For San Franciar-i 
Mr. J. Samson in cabin. F,.r New York : Mr. H. M 
Cnnninghnm and J. W. Harding io oabia. 

Hot Jap. str. rokio-,l<ar» for Nbsnghai aad port! 
Not. «, Jap. str. Toiosooo-J/orw, Young, 1,230, —Dr. and Mrs. Morray, Mrs. Manotnl, Meeera C J 
from ^h»Q g lisi and ports, Mails and General, to Btrome, A. S. Aidrioh, D. B. Taylor, Jf. 
M. B. V. 8. B. Co. |and *3 Japanosc in cabin. 



ARRIVALS. 

Nov. 12, Jap. sir. Waianoma- Marat. Cbristensen, 
1 ,800, from Kobe, Mails and General to M II M 

S. 8. Co. 

Nov. 16. Jap. str. Kiuthiu- J/oru. Darison. 690, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. M. S S. Co. 

Not. 16, Jar. str. 7rui-uya-Jfaru, Steadman, 661, 
from Kobe, Mails and Genera', to M. B M S h 

Co. 

Not. 16, Rose. sohr. Jupiter, Johnson, 42, from 
Kurile Islands, Skins to H. W. HohnhoU A Co. 

Not 17, Jap. str Taliachiha-Maru, Nyo, 1,408. from 
Hakodate, Mails and Goneral, to M. B. M. S. 8 

Co. 

Not 18, Jap. str. Totto-Jforv, Swain, 3,119. from 
Shanghai and ports. Mails and General, to M B 

M. s. S. C». 

Not. 18 Rum. sohr. jVortA Star. Jensen, from Kurile 
Islands. «S otter skins, 1.900 for skins, and 120 
seal pop skins, to II. W. Hohnhols A Co. 

Not 18, Frch. str. M«niai*n, Homerr, 1,278. from 
Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. M. < o. 

Not. 19, Urit. Itr. DnamMr*. MoOachon, 1.61*, 
from Ijondoo ria Shanghai, General, to Moarliyan, 
Heiinann .<< Co. 

Nov. 19, Jap. str. tf«,ata.Mor», Walker, 1,603, from 
Kobe Mails and G-nerol, to M. B. M. S. S. Co. 

Not. 2t»r Urit. str. /factor, Billings, 1,5S9, from Lon- 
don ria H "ngkong, General, to Bu*.torn?KI k Hwire. 

Not. 20, Urit. «tr. Htlgic, Davison, 2,'i27, from 
Hongkong, Mnils and Genoral, to (>. Jt O. Co. 

Not. 21. Ju;t. str. 7'oyo«Aim.t-»f„ru, Hubbard, 916, 
from Send i, Goneral, to M. B. M. u . S. Co. 

Nor. -I, J it p. str. Waiaiurura-Varu, Chri'teneen, 
5,3(10, fruui Kobe Mails nod G»ueral, to M. B. M. 
S. S. Co. 

Sot. 21, Jap. str. J/iotjo Jfaru. Moort>. 896. from 
Hakodate, Mails and" General, to M. B. M. S. 8. 

Co. 

Nor 22, Jaf-. sir. Kokonoys-lfarM. Diihlefsen. 1.133. 

from Hongkong ria Kobe, Msiln and tiooor-. 1, to 

M. U. M 8. S. Co. 
Nor. 22, G«r brig Carl, Thomson. 225, from New 

chawng, Nov. 3rd, 

Chinnfte. 

Nor. 23, Italian corvette Fetter Pitani, C'otikI. H. B. 
H. Duko of Genoa, 1.800, 12-guDS, from Kobe. 
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Shoeing Duties payable. Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period 01 13 days from 

12th NoTember, 1880, to the 24th Norember. 1880. include. 



Mly foruaeJiuin qualities of 1G-24 and Indian, while 
7 for the {receding period j making a toUl of 64,742 
i Doubled. 4c. i 1.066 bales; and I 



COTTON.— Tins. There ha* been more demand, 
little dealt in. Sales reported reach 1,345 bole* agaioat l",177 for the 
16-24; 32.031 boles j 2S-32 12.682 bale*; 38-42; 1.921 
inquiry, except for 9 lbs. which are wanted at quotatioi 

WOOLLEN8. — Minimum business. 

METALS.— Iron in fair demand; other metal* quiet. 

SUGAi..— A decided fall of 40 to 60 cents for White Sugars. Formosa brown U in request at an atWanoo of 10 cents 

KEROSENE. — Salea have been nil. " ' 



fortho year to date. 



Very 



Amoy without change. 



188 lbs. -= 1 Picnl. 



100 Dollars Mexican - 311 SUrer 



COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

14 lbs. ... 



Drills, Am. rimn, 40 yds. 30 io. 
Prints, assorted, 24 30 „ 

Satins (col (on) 

Shirtings, Qrev. 384 yds. 30 in 
„ ., * 38) „ 80 ,. 



T. Cloth, 32 in. 
Turkey Beds, 



Velreta (black) 
Victoria Lawns, 
Cotton Italians, 
Taffachellass, 



7 lbs. 
8* ,. 
9 ,. 



38 J 

filbs. 
7 „ 

24 ytls. 30 in 

24 ,. 30 „ 

24 „ 80 „ 

24 ,. 30 „ 

38 ,. 22 ,. 

12 ., 42 

85 „ 22 

12 „ 43 || 

COTTON YABN 



8 lbs 

2* 

-«3 lbs. ... 



So*. 


18 


M 


16 84 




28 ft 32 


M 


38® 42 




32 doubled 


m 


42 ,. 


99 


60 .. 


India 


n. No. 8/10 




.. 12 




m 14 




„ 16 




„ 18 




,. ?a 


M 


22 


M 


24 


■1 


,. 30 



WOOLLENS AND MIXTURES. 

Alpaca, 40 yds. 32 in... ... ... ... ... 

Blankets, assorted, 7 lba 

.. ., 6 lba 

.. .. 6 lbs 

Camlet Cords, 80 yds. 32 in 

Cloth, all wool, 54 ft 64 „ 

„ Pilots, 64 ft 6* » 

„ Presidents, 64 ft 64 „ ... ... ... 

,. Union, 64 ft 66 „ 

Italian Cloth, 32 in.... 

Orleans (figured), 80 yds. 31 in. ... 

(pUin). 40 « 48 yds. 32 in. 
de Laine (plain A stripes), 24 yds. 31 in. 

>• •> ("gored) 

SUGAR. 

White, Jimpah, No. 1 • •• •■• Ml tSM 

u Khihpnh, *• 2 ... 



Kokfab, 
Kungfun. 
Gnihpah, 



METALS Ac. 



Iron, Flat ai 
„ Assorted NaU-rods, (assorted) 

„ Pig ... ... ... ... 



... ... 

Quick nil y*jt 
Steel, Swedish ' 

Tin P^'j.j 

aw**' ^Mten ... ... ... ... 



DOTY C1XCDLATSD 

IK 

MXICAH DOLUU. 



0.0241 V 10 yds. 

0.0241 „ 

0.0043 „ 

0.0281 „ 

0.0281 „ 

0.0321 . 

0.0241 ., 

0.6241 „ „ 

0.0241 „ „ 

0.0241 .. „ 



11 0643 
0.0321 
0.0648 
0.0804 



,1.6077 ? picul. 



12S6 



0.0066 picnl. 
0.0065 , 
0.O482 , 
0.2672 R 
1 9232 „ 
0.1930 „ 
0.8261 120 lbs. 
6 •/„ ad voter***. 
0.4S10 t picul. 



DUTY PAID. 



1-KICKS AT WHICH 
SALES IIAVX BUM 



V PC 



1.874 ■ 



2.26 ft 2-68 



7.80 ft 7.86 

0.70 

0.10 ■ 



80.26 ft 31.76 V P< 
34.60 ft 36.00 
80.76 ft 42.26 
87.60 



29.76 

30.80 ft 81.00 



0.0965 V 10 yds. 
1.6077 *p picul. 
1.6077 , „ 
16077 „ „ 

0.0966 V 10 yds. 

O.nii itn<t«r M In. t» 
0.4OIS tutsiUntUla, 
to width #• 10 yds. 

0.0965 V 10 yds 
0.0965 „ „ 
0.0965 „ „ 
0.0965 „ „ 



0.3215 ^ picul. 



5.60 



_— V PC- 
e/lb. 



0.164 ft 0.174 



7.80 ( 


1 7.40 


6.70 (. 


t 6.80 


5.80 ( 


i 6.10 


5.00 C 


i 5.50 


4.80 ( 
4.85 a 
4.80 ( 
8.80 C< 


j 5.00 
t. 4.60 
> 4.86 
j 8.80 



-Tpel 



$2.55 ft 
1.00 ft 
0.114 ft 
1.40 ft 
1.76 
2.16 
1.20 
1.55 
1.35 
1.40 
1.60 
1.60 
7.75 
0.734 ft 
0.10 ft 
1.60 ft 



3.50 

2.75 

0.12 

1.90 

2.35 

2.624 

1.50 

1.76 

1.681 

1.70 J 

1.70 

2.16 

9.00 

0.98 

0.15 

2.00 



2460 

26.00 

26.60 ft 28.00 
29.00 ft 80.00 
30.00 ft 31.60 
30.00 ft 81.00 

81.00 

32.00 



$5.50 ft $7.00 
0.84 ft 0.33 

4.00 

0.80 
0.30 (4 
0.60 ft 
0.35 ft 0.00 
0.25 ft 0.40 
4.90 ft 
6.60 ft 
0.164 ft 



4.76 

6.70 



0.25 ft 0.*0 



$2.56 ft $3.10 
2.60 ft 8.45 

^ 1 




210 
1,000 
800 



14 
134 



100 



Stock 7.600 picole. 



Stock 66,000 picttls. 



3.: 

box] 6.70 ft 

. "jVcaae 2,00 ft 

11.00 Q 11.80 7* pel I 10.00 « 



455 

6.80 



Stock 640.000 0— 
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STAPLE EXPO P?/ T S. 



SILK.— Our bat report wu dated 13th instant ; for the first week after, a steady business was done at somewhat easier rate* for Filature* ani 
iaa, bat pretty firm for Hank* ; a buyer then entered the market, purchasing- heavily an 1 with the usual effect at once stiffening prices, although a 
Large proportion of rejections was made; within the last two days other buyers bare followed anit, whilst at the asms time the Talus of native paper 
currency has materially improved, the result being that a rise in doW pries of $40 to $J0 per picul ha* to be noted, the market closing excited and 

* WT "Foreum buyers to the United 8 tat** have held back, but native* are shipping freely on their own account to that market. 

iuxgo proportion of later purchase* are .till uadtr inspection and it U difficult to estimaU actual *ettlem«nts. but tnppoa* them to bo about 



Stock of all description. U about 7.000 Hale*, a great deal of which i* not on I 

KxroBT IDS SllSOH. 



London 

France and Italy 
United States ... 



1879-80. 
2,9*» Bales. 

*.»a» .. 
2.22 > ,. 



S.101 



1380-81. 
1,83« Bale*. 

MOO m 

2,600 „ 



TEA. Since our last issue on 13th instant a small but steady buainciu ha* bo«n done. Settlements amount to 4,800 piculs in all, an eh 

alteration in quotations. It is difficult to form an estimate at present juncture of what further supplies may come forward for the balance of the 
Export fijruru. to date, including the cargo of the Btlgic, mutt nearly amount U> 33.500,000 lb*, shipped for present season from the ( 
andbetween it i* quite possible that a further 3,000,000 lb*, will be forthcoming if tho American market require* it but the balk will probably 

the rate of freight to Eastern Cities and 



DESCRIPTION. 



SILKt- 

Xayebashi(l t @ * «»"«» 

» 2 * « " 
3 ® 3* „ 

i ; Med. to Best 

■ i Dc*t 

„ Medium to Good 

TEA:- 

Common... 

Good Common ... 

kfedium 

Good Medium ... 
Fine 



PRICES PES PICUL. 



REMARKS. 



SUNDRIES:— 

Awabi ... -. 
Becbe-de.ioer ... *-• ••* 

Beea'-waz 

Camphor 

China Root 

Coal*, Japanese 

Copper 

Cuttle Fi»h 

G*ll Nut. 

( TO a 80 |>c*. per oalty) 
(UK) a 120 „ ,. > 
Isinglass ... 

I.BTO0I 



Un.li 

Repeated Oil 

Rice 

Seawixxl, Fine cut green 
„ Large green 

Sharks' Fin. 

8olphur 

Tolxkcco, Common ... 
Vegetable-wax 



Tegetabli 
Wheat 



t 530 u> — per picul. 

MO to 520 „ 

490 to 600 „ 

460 to 480 „ 

640 to «I0 

590 to 630 

tM tu 5*0 , 



I 8 00 to 10 00 per picul. 

1300 to 14 00 „ 

10 00 to 17.00 „ 

18.011 to 1000 „ 

20.00 to 2.10 a , 

24.00 to S7.i* ., 

29.00 t . 34.00 „ 



1 1 «.0O 


tu $>L00 pe 


r picul 


35.00 


to 65.00 




3.S .0- 1 


to 39.00 




90.00 


to 31 .00 


»• 


300 


to 3.60 


<> 


KOO 


to n.OOper 




16.25 


to 19.00 per 


picul. 


>2."0 


to 12 M) 


• 1 


960 


to 12.00 


It 


0.62 


to 0.67 per catty. 


0.40 


to 0.50 

to 30.no per picul. 


25.00 


2d.00 


to 36.00 


1 ■ 


6.60 


to 6.90 


1, 


840 


to 9.70 




2.J0 


to 4 30 


.» 


2.311 


to 2<W 


II 


28.00 


to 4!.00 


-« 


1.20 


to 1.90 




4.60 


to 7.76 




16.00 
1.60 


to 16.16 
to 1.90 


•1 
II 



Quoted by the 



jinj 

In spite of but a 1 

On Lokdiv.— Bank 4 month.' sight . 

„ „ do Sight 

M Credit* .6 monl 

,. .. do. 4 do. 

„ Paws. — Bank Sight 

H „ Credit*. 6 month*' sight 

„ Bauson*,!.— Bank Sight 

•>-'—'- .10 day* 1 .ight 



EXCHANGE. 

we hear of considerable eettlemonU at current^rate* for both proeent and forward delivery. 

1 



3s. 8id 

..3*. 8*d. 
...8s. 8jd. 
,.3i. 8fd- 
.4.96 
.4.76 
W» 



Ox HoMOEOXO.— Bank Sight par. 

„ „ Private 10 days' sight \ *[ a died 

., Saw Xiuseisco.— Bank, Right 

„ „ Private 30 days' *ight.. 

„ Nbw York, — Bank, Sight 

Private 80 day.' .ight . 



HJf 



ttn,158per|100. 



>d bv Google 
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DEATH. 



At the General 

1880, William Htm, 
•hire, aged 85 year*. 



BIRTH 8. 

On the 80th November, at No. 20 Bint, the wife 
of Qt/stavt/s Fasxbt J nr., of a son. 

On the 7th instant, at No. 228, Yokohama, the 
wife of SaanrxL M. Bbt an of twin son*. 



SUMMARY. 



1TTE last edition of this paper was dated 
25th November for despatch to Europe; 
America per O. & 0. steamer BeVjic for 
Francisco, and the following maila have 



O. A O. 8. Gaelic, 8an Francisco Nov. 4 and. Nov. 19 
M. M. 8. Tanait. Marseille* Oct. 17 „ Dec. 1 
P. M 8. Cily of P**i»sj, Hong- 
kong, with London mail of Oct. 22 „ „ 4 
O. A 0. 8. Oceanic, San Francisco Nov. 18 „ „ 6 

and tlio following have been despatched : — 

O. A O. S. Btlgie, San Francisco Nov. 26 

M. M. 8. Foieo, Marseille* , 28 

P. M. 8. Oily of PtMnj, San Francisco Dec 8 

The intervnl since the despatch of the 
last snmmary has been devoid of all mat- 
ters of great importance. The question 
attracting most attention is the attitude 
Japan is supposed to be a boat to as- 
sume with regard to Russia and China. 
A treat/ between China and Japan was 
signed September 18th, 1871, which con. 
tains a clause binding both conntriea to 
assist each other against the aggressive 
action of foreign powers. So clearly worded 
ia this article, that it may properly be con- 
sidered to constitute a treaty of defensive 
allianoe. In view of this, and of tho further 
certainty that Russia's designs npon China 
are of vital import to this country, great 
hopes are expressed that Japan will adhere 
to her treaty engagements with China, and 
observe a rigid, striot neutrality, and abstain 
from the commission of any act capable of 
a false construction, during the approaching 
visit of Admiral Lessoffsky and his fleet. 

Thi harvest is now secure, and the surplus 
crops are very considerable. In any other 
country a rich harvest would giro immediate 
relief from financial pressure ; but in Japan 
the operation of the navigation laws and the 
limitation of the coasting trade to one fleet 
of government owned vessels, prevents the 
realisation of the surplus produce which is 
believed to be worth at least $80,000,000, or 
fonr-sevenths of the gross sum of paper 
money said to be in circulation. The farmer, 
deprived of all means of realising his produce 
for specie or its equivalent in commodities, 
obstinately holds it, and refuses to send it to 
a market for sale for currency, even at the 
ruling high prices, whioh are fully 100 to 125 
percent, in excess of the put average. In the 
meantime, the distress in the interior resem- 
bles that following famine. 

Foreign commerce, which has been de- 
nounced by numbers of the leading men of 
Japan, including H. E. Iwakura, TJ-daijin, 
and the press as the source of currency 
depreciation ">d the " drain of specie " to 
defray the balance of trade, is now engaging 
the attention of the supreme oonnoi). The 
profits supposed to be made by foreign 
resident merchants are to be appropriat- 
ed by Japan; and as a first step towards 
this end, the government serionsly con- j 
template the formation of companies to 
carry on "direct trade." It ia premature 
to speculate upon the system to be adopted ; I 
but as the government have no money avail- 1 
for trade purposes, it may safely be 1 



assumed that produce will be purchased bore 
for paper to be realised abroad for specie, 
the latter retnrning to the treasury coffers. 
When it is known that foreign trade with 
Jnpan is entirely condncted npon the barter 
principle, imports being controlled by the 
value and quantity of oxports, the appropria- 
tion of a large portion of the latter by the 
government cannot fail to exert a bad in- 
fluence npon trade generally. Eiporienow 
will soon show the disastrous diameter of 
the speculation* proposed ; but in the interval 
tho rights secured to foreigners by treaty 
are ignored ; and merchants, native and 
foreign, rnnst suspend the larger portion of 
their operations, or enter into competition 
with companies founded with, and supported 



by, 

Thb Attgemtin* Zeitimg has published s> 
letter from its correspondent in Tokio on the 
subject of Japanese 6nanoe. The letter is 
remarkable for mpprttiio vtri ; and contain* 
many assertions of a most misleading 
character. A note in our eolumns explains the 
omissions, and incorrect inferences deduced 
from tho financial statement referred to. 

A KATHfjR serions fire broke out iu the 
foreign settlement on December 1st, doing 
damage variously estimated at from $100,000 
to $120,000, only a portion of which was 
insured. A Japanese fireman lost his life, 

MowgrguB M Roqcstts, the now miniater of 
France to Japan has arrived, had an audience 
with the Mikado, and presented his credentials. 

A coRRisrosDBNT suggests that a portion 
of the reserve fund should be applied to the 
purchase of steamers to extend the appliances 
for increased coast carriage. Strictly, there 
is no reserve fund, so the proposal is 
vsJoelesa. It appears that the full carrying 
capacity of the vessels employed by the 
government steamship company, is limited to 
3,240,000 kokn per annum (=about 463,000 
tons) and ss the surplus rice crop alono is said 
to amount to 12,000.000 to 15,000,000 kokn 
(=1,715,000 and 2,143,000 tone respectively), 
the difficulties in the way of realization of 
surplus produce may be estimated. No 
foreign ships can load at non-treaty ports 
except on government account, and as there 
are no Japanese owned vessels worthy of 
consideration the wealth of the nation ia 
locked np in store houses to await a change 



Procmdthqb have been taken against the 
proprietors of this journal for contempt of 
court in respect of a letter published on the 
27th ultimo. A full report of the pro* 
ceedings, so far as they go, will be fonnd in 
the law reports. The question raised is one 
of universal importance, and its progress 
will be watched with the deepest interest by 
those who recognise the uses and value of 
free criticism in a country where an inde- 
pendent press is the only ss/ogunrd of the - 
liberties of the people. 
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JAPAN: UER FORCED RELATIONS 
WITH RUSSIA. 

/~\UESTIONS not unfrequently arise in 
Va/ tlte affairs of a nation for the resolution 
of which no precedent cnn bo found ; nnd in 
dealing with which one false step may entail 
Xcry serious consequences. Snuti a qiier 
tion will aviso when tlio Riubisii fleet untie: 
command of Admiral LEiisorrsKT arrives in 
the ociitrnl waters of Jnpun, Wo use the 
word neutral, to doscrihn the position of 
Japan, advisedly, hri-ansu wo have excellon: 
reasons for assorting it to bo the intention 
of th<> J -piincao government to observe a 
policy of absolute non-intervention in the 
affairs of Russia and China, whatever the 
result of ponding negotiations hot ween 
those countries may be. With this belief 
firmly impressed upon our mind* we 
propone to deal with the complications 
that may arise if Japan should, from any 
misconception of her position, commit herself 
to one or other of those powers ; and we do 
•o in the ho|>e that the Mikado's ministers 
will not bo displeased with an impartial 
utterance of public opinion which would 
otherwise be hidden from them. 

Willi tlio differences between Russia anil 
China commencing with the rejection of the 
treat'v of Livndia by the EmPEROk of China, 
we hnvo nothing to do except to quote them 
incidentally ns the causes of the attitnde 
Russia has assumed towards China. The 
rejection of the treaty, arid the degradation 
and imprisonment of Cu'cso How, were held 
by the Czar sufficient justification for hostili- 
ties; and, an n mutter of fact, Uussia is no* 
in the position of a claimant for satisfaction, 
reparation, and, probably, indemnity in the 
shape of money or territory, from China. 
Negotiations on the part of Russia toward* 
this end are conducted upon -> principle that 
leaves Chi ns no alternative but to yield or fight 
The Czab's envoy extraordinary is a warrior- 
atfttesn.nii. He does not appronch the Chinese 
government with the retinno of a simple 
ambassador; hut he appears npoti the littoral 
with n fleet of abont forty ships of war, some 
of them of great size and power, of which he 
is tho commander; while upon the frontier* 
of China is massed an army of 80,000 Euro- 
pean soldiers, with a number of irregular 
horsemen whoso ferocity and rapacity supply 
the places of true soldier-like qualities. Rus- 
sia has every advantage in diplomacy, arms, 
and strategy. She has taken China by the 
tbrost, and demands her money or her life; 
and what mercy or consideration can be ex- 
pected from the Muscovite P 

The fleet of Russia in these waters is avowed- 
ly sent out for the purpose of enforcing the 
demands of the Czar, If China yieldsand actual 
war is avoided, the fact will still remain thai 
•he viclded to force, tho menacing display of 
which exerted a moral influence as effectual 
as its physical power could have produced 
If China does not yield, can there bo any 
doubt that force will 1ms employed against 
which (he Chinese will !>o utterly helpless? 
The position consequently is, that, technically, 
there is no slate of war between the two 
nations if certain formalities are considered 
essentia! to establish it ; hut, as negotia- 
tions cannot he much prolonged, China 
must speedily elect one of two courses — 
submission or war. If she adopts tlio first 
It will be under coercion. Under these con- 
tho rehitions between 



nations are those of constructive war, and 
hostilities may at any moment break out — 
possibly have already commenced — without 
any intimation reselling Japan : and the 
Japanese government may suddenly find 
themselves comforting and succouring the 
fierce and powerful enemy of a nation with 
which it is moat undesirablo for Japan to 
come to any rupture, open or covert. The 
approach of Admir.il Lr.S90FrMTS fleet to the 
port of t Uu metropolis of Japan, is an event of 
gn at moraf-it ; and China will lie quite 
justified in construing its reception by the 



to observe striot neutrality, otherwise pre- 
cautionary measures to enforce the neutrality 
of tho harbours of Nsga-iaki, Kobe, and Yoko- 
hama, where the enemy may obtain supplies 
of coal, probably ammunition, repair his 
damages, and recruit his strength to sally 
forth again and again to prey upon British 
commerce, would becomo essential ; and com- 
plications might arise that would eventually, 
whatever tho result of negotiations ln t ween 
Russia and Kngland, place Japan in a posi- 
tion of aerioua embarrassment. There U lit- 
tle to choose between lh« example here given 



L->ven>tn >nt of Japan ns a declaration in and that afforded by the attitute of Russia 
favour of ('li na's avowed enemy. Rnssia, j towards China Any countenance or support 



is an indication of tho practical app 
of tho strict neutrality Japan profc 



lica 
esses 



or as 

tion 

in theory 

This lw-ing the situation, thinking men 
hear with concern that the government 
propose to tender to Admiral LessOTVSKT and 
his slnff the honours of a public reception 
We ladinve it to he in accord with tho usages 



afforded to the warliko forces of either coun- 
try will bo justly regarded by the other not 
merely as an insult, but as a menace to be re- 
membered at moro suitable times; and Japan 
would bavo a practical illustration of this if 
the fleet about to assemble in these waters 
were Chinese instead of Russian. 

Wo have no desire to offend the 



f international law, that neutral nations ; Russians, but we do not fear tbeir re- 
mar, In - proclamation or otherwise, impose seutinent. The Japauese government should 



restrictions upon the armed vessels of bel 
ligerwnt* which come into their ports; and 
that the absence of any such prohibition 
implies tho right of belligerents to enter 
neutral waters, and Btill retain the full pri- 
vileges of extrn-territoi iulily. But actual 
war not hnving arisen, Japan is not called 
tip n to defiue and deelaru her intentions 
towards either power, ns she would bo re- 
quired to do upon the commencement of 
hostilities; nevertheless, the responsibility 
of her action, taken under full knowlrdgo of 
the circumstances and of tho state of con- 
structive war undoubtedly existing, will 
remain. Whatever measures Japan now 



consider that the entrance into their ports of 
the fleet of a pnwer constructively at. war 
with the friendly empire nf China is an in- 
sult sufficient to warrant tho strongest re- 
monstrances : but it it worse than an insult, 
it is A trap into which Japan may fall 
unaware* unless the attitude of her govern- 
ment is one of cold and dignified reserve, 
and of reliance upon the usages of uationi 
with whom Rnssia dure not play as she ii 
now playing with Japan. 

Plainly, public opinion tends in one direc- 
tion only, and it is somewhat aa follows : — 
The aaaemblngo in Japiueso waters of a war- 
like fleet expressly sent out to coerce, a friend- 
ly power, is a liberty which Russia dare 



takes in favour of the Russians will 
-hereafter bo used by them as a pre- not tnko with any other power than 
'Cedent. Russia can have no right of complaint ; Japan. The countenance and reception pro- 
if Japan, in view of the circumstances that j posed to bo tendered by Japan to Ad mini 
linvn brought about tho assembly of bo large i Lcssort'SKT will be construed by the Russian 
a flee; in her waters, should assume a Condi- government into a desire on the part of Japts 
| tion of constructive war; and, while per- to assume at least "benevolent" neutrality-, 
tnitting tho Russian ships to enjoy tho hos- , that is, to favour one bolligsront at the ex- 
i pitalities to which the vessels of nnn-bel- peuse of another : and of this position Rassis 
iigerents are entitled by the usages of will make the most, while Japan will find i 
1 civilised nations, take up an attitude of , exceedingly difficult to withdraw from it 
dignified, resolute and impartial neutrality : That every mark of attention extended bj 
briefly, to act as thoso western powor* would government authority to the oonatruotiv, 
net upon whom tho threatening display of enemy will be an indecent outrage comm'ttte^ 
| Russian force would havo no other effect upon China. And. fiually, that the entranc^ 
than to provoke an expression of indignation of the Russian fleet into these waters, is in 
that any power so pieced should haro the ! tonded to compromise tlie honour of Japan* 
tomei it y to enter a neutral harbour with a [ and involve her in complications from which 
fleet expressly equipped nnd sent out for peaceable extrication may 
warlike purposes against a freindly nation. siblo 



Another phase of tho question is not 
unworthy of consideration. Assuming a 
state of war between Great Britnin and 
Hussia ; or relations equally strained with 
those of Russia and China. A Russian feet, 
consisting in part of fust armed cruisers 
expressly intended to prey upon unarmed 
merchantmen, would bo a standing menace to 
British commerce in eastern si as not. to be 
tolerated while negotiations with a view to 
amicable settlement were pending. The 
asaemblago of such a fleet in Japanese ports 
would, in ilarlf, be regarded with grave 
suspicion by the British government; hut the 
public reception of its commander ns an 
honoured guest nf the nation would be con- 
strued into a declaration of the attitude 
Japan intended to assume upon the outbreak 
of hostilities, Under such circumstances, it 
is impossible to suppose that the QcEBS's 
representative would hesitate. Japan might 
ls>, sod justifiably, called npon to declare her 
intentions ; nnd to give material guarantees 



We do not suppose Japanese statesmen f»»l 
competent to defeat the imperious, though 
elegant and accomplished Rossiau in diplo- 
macy ; nnd we may express an earaett 
hope that whatever attitudo Japan is to 
take will be decided upon before the 
arrival of Admiral Lkssomskt. The ho- 
nour of this nation requires her govern- 
ment to act independently, and in «e- 
cordnnce with rocognited principles. By so 
doing she will earn tho respect and sympathy 
of all western powers : and neither Rossis 
nor China can formulate n griovance against 
Japan for sirietly adhering to tho usages of 
nations, and fulfilling her duty in the cyrs of 
the world. If, in a moment of weakness, 
Japan should deviate from the course dictated 
alike by honour, usage, and expediency, and 
award a public reception to Admiral Lusorr- 
set, her government will commit their flr.it 
falsi error in foreign policy, the Consequence* 
of which it is im|Kissible to foresee or ss- 
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MONOPOLIES : THEIR INFLUENCE 
UPON NATIONAL WEALTH. 



MR. MONOREDIEN, whose essays on 
the principles of free trade com- 
mand general admiration and attention, in 
a lettor addressed to tbe farmers of America, 
proves that the protective tariff of the gov- 
ernment costs them, the farmers, the startling 
•am of $400,000,000 every year. Of this an 
amount o f 160,000.000 goes into the treasury 
for customs duties. Of the balance Mr. 
MoBOBtDIiH says :— 

" Bofc what of the remaining $340,000,000 ? 
Who are the locky men whom this mighty 
Bum drained year after year ont of the 
farmers' earnings goes to enrich P Strange 
and incredible as it may appear, careful 
examination and analysis will show that all 
this money has been, and is being, abaolutelv 
wasted, squandered and spent ss uselessly 
•a it would be in hiring an army of men to 
dig holes and fill them up again. It has 
neither enriched now even benefited any- 
body. While it has to that extent impover- 
ished tho farmers, it has only served to fill 
up the gap and mako good the losses oc- 
cniioned by tbe misapplication of capital and 
labour iu tbe Eastern States to the wrong 
kinds of production. 

" Let us trace where these $340,000,000 go. i 
They form the extra anm paid annually to 
the manufacturers of the Eastern States over 
and above what the farmers would hava had i 
to pay for tbe same articles wore they allowed 
to make their purchases from abroad. If tbe 
Eastern manufacturers were able to pro- 
dace their goods as cheaply as the for- 
eigner, all that money would be saved to 
tho farmers; but as they cannot, tbe 
farmers are made to pay the difference. 
Nothing whatever is got by anybody in returu 
for those $340,000,000 ; and that sum is 
•imply thrown away and sacrificed to make 
op for the want of skill, or of capital, or of 
whatever else it may be, by reason of which 
the Eastern manufacturer makes no more 

grout by selling an artiole for $140 than tbe 
ritisher does by selling the same artiole at 
$100. If, indeed, the Eastern manufacturer 
could produce the article for $100, and if he 
did get $140 for it, he would be benefited 
and enriched ; and it might be some consola- 
tion to the fanners for their loss of 
$34"),000,000 a year that it went to form 
largo accumulations of wealth in the pockets 
of their feltow-citixens in the Eastern States. 
But this consolation does not exist, and we 
shall presently show that in spite of the 
enormous sum overcharged to the farmers, 
tho profits of the Eastern manufacturer are 
precarious, fluctuating, and by no means 
above the average of other occupations. His 
charge of $140 for what the Britisher can 
afford to sell for $100 only leaves him a bare 
living profit, because it costs him $40 more 
to produce the article than it costs the 
Britisher. Why this should be the case we 
cannot here stay to inquire, but such is the 
fact. Indeed, how else could British goods 
be largely imported iuto the States in spite 
of the 42J per cent, import duties which 
they have to pay ? " 

This is not mere theoretical reasoning; 
tbe conclusion* are drawn from palpable, un- 
disputed facts. Nor does tbe writer evade 
the question invariably propounded by pro- 
tectionist* of how the manufacturers and the 
workmen they employ are to live if the snp- 
port they enjoy from government protection 
ts withdrawn. He say.:— 



"The answer is easy. The increased imports 
which the abolition of customs duties would 
bring about, would necessitate increased ex- 
ports to the same amount to pay for them ; 
for there can be no additional import without 
a corresponding additional export. There 
would arise a brisk demand for fresh capital 
and labour to produce those increased ex- 
ports, and that demand wonld absorb what- 
ever capital and labour might bo sot free by 
tho diminished consumption of tho Eastern 
States manufactures. It is quite an explod- 
ed notion that if you import what you made 
before, workmau are thrown out of work. 
It is not so ; they are merely thrown on to 
other work to supply the articles that will be 
exported to pay for tho new imports. The 
same amount of American capital and lubonr 
would bo employed aa before, with this dif- 
ference, that then, their operations would be 
remunerative, whereas before, they were not. 

These passages may not appear to bear 
upon the present situation of the Japanese 
farmer, because the customs duties im|iosed 
by his government are far from exercising the 
protective influence requisite to found and 
carry on industries for the production of arti- 
cles now imported; but, iu fact, his position is 
the same as that of the American farmer, with 
these differences : the American farmer is 
forced to part unnecessarily with a portion of 
his wealth consequent upon the action of 
a protective customs tariff ; tho Japanese 
fanner is prevented from aoquiring wealth in 
consequence of the privileges grauted by the 
Btatu to certain monopolists. The latter pro- 
position is open to some modification, be- 
cause, iu addition to tho agencies preventing 
tho acquisition of wealth, there are other 
elements which, acting upon tho producor in 
the first instance, re-act upon the consumer. 
The consumer, therefore, takes, to a qualified 
extent, the position of the American firmer 
a« described by Mr. Mohobidikx. We will, 
in this article, confine the argument to one 
of tbe agencies operating in the manner men- 
tioned, namely, the coast carrying trade. Tbe 
government steamship company owns about 
forty vessels, two of which are employed in 
the Hongkong and four in the Shanghai ser- 
vice ; and some others are laid np under 
repair. The fleet available for home service 
is, therefore, not more than thirty vessels, 
the avorago carrying capacity of which wo 
estimate to be 6,000 koku each. The longest 
| coast voyage does not exceed 1,400 miles; 
and the average voyage not more than 
600 miles. One vessel may perform three 
round voyages per month ; and wo nro no 
doubt well within the limit in asserting 
tho trade of tho government steamship 
company to bo confined to 1,080 voyage* 
with a carrying capacity, assuming full 
cargoes on each voyage going at.d returning, 
of 6.480,000 koku. But grain is only car- 
ried in one direction, and no more than 
3.240,000 koku of that produce cm be carried 
by this company under tho most favourable 
conditions. 

Wo have now narrowed tho issue to rea- 
sonable proof that tho coast monopoly has no 
means of carrying a greater quantity of fo-ni 
supplies than 3,240,00') koku yearly, or less 
than one-quarter of the iurpliu crop of this 
lunula as un real iss bio wealth subject to daily 
and increasing deterioration. Possessed of a 
harvest. The remainder, about 10,000,000 
koku, of rice alone, canuot bu convertod into 
money for want of oouveyanoes to carry it to a 
market ; and it lies perforce upon the farmers' 
nominal market value of 50,000,000 dol- 
lars in specie, the producer is compelled to 
face the fact that ho caunot obtain that 



sum, or any portion of it, because there it no 
means of delivering the produce to the pur- 
cliaser. His wealth, therefore, is a delusion. 
The fruits of his labour exist but are 
wholly useless, The producers are absolutely 
precluded from all beuefit lawfully accruing 
from their work. Further production is dis- 
couraged. The labourer is thrown out of 
employment. Tho land lies untitled. Crops 
fall off. Scarcity and dearth follow. Then, 
when famine threatens, domestic prices rise, 
and a false or artificial stimulus to labour 
■a given. But tho reaction Boon follows, 
bringing ruin to those who should be 
wealthy, and inflicting upon the mass of the 
peoplo a new period of suffering aud priva- 
tion. And nil these wrongs, the unjust 
treatment of the capitalist, the oppression of 
the farmer, the increased poverty of the 
labourer, the suspension of commerce, and, 
finally, the indirect taxation of the people in 
the form of abnormally dear fond, are con- 
sequences of the resolution to onforce a close 
monopoly of the const tmdo in the hands of 
the Mitsn Bishi Company, whose influence 
and priviloges have beuu sufficiently ex- 
patatod upon in previous articles. 

Having demonstrated how this mono- 
poly acts in preventing tho acquisition of 
capital, we will show how it compels the 
consumer to squander a large portion of his 
wealth in order to maintaiu tho institution 
necessitating that expenditure. Tho average 
rate of freight by government steamers is 
grossly disproportionate to the services ren- 
dered. We have bet-u informed of rates of 
yen 1.20 per koku from Akita to Hakodate, a 
voyage of about 120 miles ; aud advices ro- 
oeived iu June last year, stated the freight from 
Hakodate to Osaka, a distance of about 860 
miles, to bu yen 1.50 for fish manure, and yon 
1.20 for seaweed. Wo shall not evidently be 
far wrong in taking an average rate of yen 
1 per koku for grain, and the sum payable 
for grain transported by the government 
company as 3,240,000 yen. Excellent for- 
eign owned steamers can be chartered to 
perform a more efficient, because more cer- 
tain service, for voyages of tho avenge 
length described, for not moro than 25 cents 
per koku, equivalent to 40 sen currency. The 
consumers of the amallquantity of grain trans- 
ported by these vessels are, therefore, clearly 
taxod directly to tho extent of 1,944,000 yen ; 
monoy they are obliged to pay to support a 
monopoly ; and they are indirectly taxed 
because the monopoly prevents the free cir- 
culation of the plentiful produce of the 
country, thereby creating an artificial dear- 
ness and scarcity affecting every class of the 
population. Oilier grnve issues apringing 
from this train will be reasoning of troaetd 
hereafter. 

Wc do not ask our readers to accept our 
dictum on this matter; the grounds upon 
which we rest the conclusions arrived at are 
open to investigation, for, following the 
excellent example of Mr. MoxOMDIEX, we 
deal with nothing but facts nnd the inferences 
that flow from the application to them of tho 
elements of plain reason. The government 
in their oarnest, no doul*t sincere, hot 
mistaken policy of bolstering up native 
industries, have created monopolies which act 
in direct opposition to their first intention. 
! To declare to the farmer that he shall not 
convey hi* prodoce t/> a market unless upon 
the exorbitant terms of tho monopolists, is 
to choc, tho production of wealth, and 
divert labour from its natural nnd remunera- 
tive to nnenfurnl and unrcni'inovulive chan- 
nels ; and tho consequence is that the state, at 
great cost, maintains a number of " native 
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Industrie*," for no other purpose than to 
reduce importation; an effort that can never 
be ■uoceasful without re-acting, in equal 
decree, upon exportation. Wo will conclude 
with an eloquent and incisive passage from 
Mr. Monqhidien's letter specially referring 
to the unwisdom of legislative interference 
with human luboor and enterprise. He 
•ays:— 

" To take a man away from what be can 
do well, and set him to do what be oau only 
do badly makes an immense difference in 
the results of his labour. A baker would 
earn poor wages indeed as a tailor ; and a 
olevar carpenter would starve on his per- 
formances as a watchmaker. . . Tba dif- 
ference between what men produoe who are 
expert and what men produce who are in- 
expert, constitutes a vory large percentage 
on their production. As things are, to take 
the world at large, the human race do not 
produce perhaps the hundredth part of what 
they might produoe if their labour were 
proporly and intelligently applied. The 
greatest creator of wealth at tlie smallest 
cost is division of labour, and whatever in- 
terferes with it is an obstruction to human 
productiveness. Every man ought to be 
allowed to do the work which early educa- 
tion, long experience, natural aptitude, 
peculiarity of position, or other circum- 
stances enable him to do best ; and that 
legislature is sadly mischievous which shunts 
him off from the right on to the wrong line, 
and compels him to lay aside the work which 
he oan do well, and take to that which 
others oan do better." 

The wealth of a country must be measured 
by its power of production and available 
labour. Japan is speoially favoured in these 
great itmderata ; there ought to be no limit 
to her wealth and commercial greatness, yet 
what do we see ? Dear food, popular distress, 
and national bankruptcy, evils springing from 
the mistaken protection aooorded to a system 
•justifiable monopolies. 



2,000,000 voters : and no person has, so far 
as we are aware, ever advocated manhood 
suffrage as appropriate to the wants of the 
Japanese people. 

The population of Great Britain is olosely 
akin to that of Japan, and reference to parlia- 
mentary statistics shows that less than 9 per 
cent, enjoy electoral rights, while far less than 
that per centage exercise those rights. The 
number of electors for counties, boroughs, 
and universities in 1879 was stated to be : — 



3,0(12.229 



Kngland I.325.H55 

WnlflB 134.141 

Scotland 310,941 

Ireland 131.289 Total 



A grand total of 3,002,299 electors in 
respect of assessments valued at : — 

England je41R.048.946 

Wab-t 16,127,559 



ELECTORAL QUALIFICATIONS. 



"T"\7E have often heard it said that the 
V V psoplo of Japan are unfitted to exer- 
cise electoral privileges or to select repre- 
sentatives for a national parliamentary as- 
sembly. A greater fallacy could not be. 
The careless raannsr in which conceited 
politicians deal with subjects of such vast 
importance, is due to want of knowledge of , 
the conditions which govern all constitu- 
tional assemblies of the people's representa- 
tives ; and it is an error to assert that the 
population of this country is devoid of the 
intelligence, education, and other electoral 
qualifications requisite to entitle them to a 
voice in the administrative control of their 
own affairs. 

The population of Japan is set down in 
round figures at 35.000,000 ; bnt there are 



Thus 3,002,229 persons are entitled to vote 
in reepeot of an averago assessment of £173 
per capita, famishing abundant proof, if proof 
were needed, of the class of persons the true 
form of constitutional government entrusts 
with olectoral rights. The truth is, that not 
so von persons in every one hundred of the 
population exercise these rights. 

There are in Japan at lenet 2,000,000 of 
intelligent, educated men entitlod to electoral 
privileges. These persons occupy and own 
property of considerable asseased value ; and 
they contribute largely to the revenue of the 
nation. Can any opponent of the representa- 
tive system conscientiously deolare that 
these men are disqualified from the enjoy- 
ment of what every freeman naturally desires 
to possess — the elective franchise t And if 
not, as we firmly believe, what object oan 
there be in repeating the idle formula that 
the " people are unfitted for representative 
institutions " P 

The exporience of foreigners of travel nnd 
groat observation it strongly in favour of the 
claim of tlie Japanese people of the middle 
and lower classes to the franchise. The 
civilization inherent to Japan is superior 
in most respects to the imported superficial 
gloss which is so mnoh talked of under that 
designation. The men of Japan, as a 
body, are quiot, well-disposed, loyal, indus- 
trious, sober, and frugal ; qualities that 
no other pimple possess in so eminent a degree ; 
and when, from auoh groundwork, a judi- 
cious selection is made of those persons who 
have greatest stakes in the country, n constitu. 
lional goviTiimont so formed would seem tho 
best safeguard of the liberties nnd dignity of 
the empire, and the strongest support of the 
ancient throno of the MlKion. 



many reasons for doubting the accuracy 
of the enumeration. Tho census classifies 
this population into kwmoku, shiioku and 
priests, in all about 2,200,000 ; and heimin , 
32,800,000. The last class comprises all the I 
people who are not of uoblo family (kwa- 
■okii), or ex-roUiuora of nobles (shizolcu), 
and embraces bankers, merchants, farmers, 
tradesmen, artisans, labourers, Ac., forming j 
the back bone and main strength of the 
nation. But it is not one-half, nor one- 
third, nor even one-tenth >■>( thfse pimple, 
who would bo entitled to vote. The ennn st 1 
qualifications would not admit more than I 



Monsieur Pierrot, late French Consul at this 
port, left yesterday (24th Nov.) by the Ava on 
his way home. We are glad to hear that he 
has been promoted to the Consulate at Rio de 
Janeiro. His long services fairly entitlo him 
to the pnst, not to speak of the distinguished 
mustier in which he has fulfilled bis duties of 
Consul in tho Boat. We only regret that his 
stay in Hongkong has been so short; the 
friends he made during that time in our 
Colony expressed their warmest feelings of 
regret on the day of his departure. Mr. 
Pierrot was also much appreciated by the 
both r class of his countrymen in Jspan and 
at Hongkong while he was highly esteemed 
!.y every foreigner who came in contact with 
him. — China Mail. 



THE FIRE. 

Yoxohama has again been the scene of one 

of these diaaslrous conflagrations which peri- 
odically destroy 'much valuable property 
in the settlement. About s quarter to ten 
o'clock lsst eveniug(Dec. 1st), the bells gave the 
alnrm of fire, and the darkness of the night 
soon enabled the spot to be singled out. 
There appears to be no douht of the fire 
having originated oo the premises of Messrs. 
Tan Lissa Brothers. No. 66 Msin-street, but 
how is as yet unknown. One of the members 
of this firm said that he had not the 
slightest idea of the cause of the Ire. 
The first intimation of the presence of fire in 
tho house was the sudden extinguishing of the 
gss. Upon opening a door to ascertain the 
cause of this unusual phenomena, Messrs. Van 
Lissa discovered that the house was full of 
ttnoks. Rslreut by the stairs was cut off. On* 
of the gentlemen got on the roof of the boos* 
and remained in that uncomfortable and dan- 
gerous position for nearly half au hour before 
he was rescued. His brother groped about is 
the darkness and succeeded in finding * 
long piece of rope, one sod of which he mads 
fast to something strong, and, throwing the coil 
out of the window, desconded hand over band t* 
the ground. However, it was not very long 
before tho building was gutted, and the flamet 
ss they leapt sportingly from the win- 
dows gave some conception of the vast heat 
which was consuming the interior with all it* 
valuable scientific instruments. Within twenty 
minutes sfter the slsrtn was given the balcony 
of the row of buildings on lot 86, op- 
posite Messrs. Van Lissa's, caught fire, and 
it was soon apparent that they were doomed. 
The scene wa* indescribable and the eonfnaiou 
and utter want of discipline and order was ss 
notorious a* at other fires. Japenese wsrs 
rushing about with srticle* of all description, 
uppsrently under no control, bewildered, ust 
knowing where to take the burdens which had 
been hastily thrust into their hands. Bagioe* 
were arriving to find that the tide was out, 
scarcely any water in the creek or anywhere 
else. Wells and tanks were SOOti sought out and 
almost as speedily sucked dry. And, though ws 
are disposed to give Japanese firemen all the 
credit they deserve for their courage fid 
perseverance, yet it is deplorable to witness 
the utter want of discrimination in the IS* 
of thst rood valuable article, water, at a firs; 
and the fact was most patent lsst evening thst 
a directing head is as essential at a fire as in 
a battle. At every conflagration which hn* 
occurred in Yokohama for years past there 
bns been n lamentable wasto of energy and 
water, and last night was not an exception 
Indeed, there is no question that the real canst 
of the fire not spreading much further thsu it 
did was due to the two steam fire engiues, 
Relief and Victoria, which were stationed st 
the creek, and the exertion* of a few foreigner* 
who kept their wits about them and went to 
work systematically. That Messrs. Pohl Freres 
and Dr. Eldridge were not burnt out is due 
entirely to the praiseworthy effort* of Mr. 
Smith, of the International Ilo.i-i, Mr. Samuels, 
Mr. Churchill and a gentleman whose name w* 
are unacquainted with, bnt who was conspi- 
cuous by his coolness sud intrepidity : while 
Messrs. Pagdou, Kildoyle. Olennis, Dr. Wheeler 
and others worked with a right good will 
ii another direction. With the on forced as- 
sistance of a few Japanese, these gentleraeo 
manfully battled with the flames. Buckets of 
water were posted from one lo another and tb* 
roof Messrs. Pohl. Frerea thus kept completely 
saturated. Still it seemed at if all effort* weald 
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prove qmIcm, when, at the critical moment, 
up coma Mr. Favre-Brandt with hie little 
hand engine and half-a-dozou men. The hoee 
wu immediately thrust into a large barrel 
of rain water, and a steady atrenm aooo 
began to play upon the buildings in dan- 
ger, and those who had worked to hard 
fait lliaukfal at the timely relief. Foote'e 
Hotel wri also in danger. Three or four 
times the caves of the roof caught fire, 
but the cool and determined efforts of two or 
threo foreigners sored the building. The 
courage they displayed when the Are was at 
its fiercest, and it seemed almost useless to 
attempt to stay its course, was the admiration 
of the multitude of onlookors, and an instance 
of what can be done in a fire by a lew eool- 



The fire soon spread from where it origina- 
ted to Messrs. Pratt, Bird A Co. next door, and 
there it found material to feed it for a consider- 
able time. The heat was intense. On the op- 
posite side of tho road the flames spread so ra- 
pidly from house to house that tho inmnlcs 
had enough to'do to escape with their lives. 
Mr. Moss's furniture store stood the teat won. 
derfully well. The flames leapt around it, 
felling flakes ot fire alighted on the roof 
as thick aa hail, but it was sound aud 
fortunately arrested the course of the flames 
in that direction, otherwise nothing could hare 
e»ved the Temperance Hall, which was in great 
danger for some time. Mrs. Vincent's drapery 
store stood for a while, but eventually suc- 
cumbed. However, the fire got no further 
in that direction. On the western side of 
Messrs. Van Lissu's tho tea-firing godowna 
of Messrs. 8traehau A Co. proved a barrier, 
and at the rear a stone godowu stood the heat 
for some time but at last caught fire There 
had been powder stored in this godown, which, 
fortunutely, was thoughtfully removed as soon 
after the Are broke out as possible. Still, 
there were a number of cartridgee remaining 
which caused some uueasincss wheu they began 
to go off as rapidly as so many Chinese 
crackers. A startling explosion did occur about 
half-on-hour after "the fire commenced. Dr. 
Wheeler, (who is always foremost when there 
is danger) the mate of a ship and a sailor, were 
in the upper story of Messrs. Pratt, Bird's 
to save what they could when the 
took place. The room they wore in 
instantly filled with smoke, aud the mate 
sod sailor both leaped from the upper story to 
the ground, despite the remonstrances of the 
doctor, who retained his presence of mind and 
quietly wended his way downstairs to safer 
quarters. We aro assured by Messrs. Van 
Lissa Brothers that they never kept powder in 
tho store at night, and they are at a loss to 
account for the eiploiion referred to ; though 
it is thought just possible that there may have 
been a canister thrown away as empty which 
might have had a small quantity of powder 
left in it, or it may have been an explosion of 
gas. 



the block of buildings belonging to Mr. Mar- 
ques and occupied by several families, Mrs, 
Vincent's store and a house occupied by Mr. 
dos Kerned ioe, situate on lot No. 86, between 
the Temperance Hall and Captain Christen- 
sen's, which caught fire through some fall- 
ing sparks. That ihe conflagration was 
confined to those buildings is chiefly attribut- 
able to the causes we have referred to and 
there being no more wind than the fire created. 

We regret to learn that a Japanese fireman 
of the Vittoria engine lost his life this morn- 
ing. He was standing near the dtbrit when 
a woll fell and instantly crushed the poor 
fellow to death. 



©etasiottal Jdotes. 



Detachments from the various men-of-war 
were landed, some armed, but though willing, 
were not ablo to render any great 
One honest Jack, who lost his comrades 
how, undertook to command n number of 
Japanese, but his directions were more 
forcible than intelligible. A German or 
Russian warrior, getting impatient with a 
Japannso who persistently got in his wav. 
picked the man off the ground and flung him 
about ten feet. 

The premises burnt down are thpao occupied 
v. Von T.its-i Brother*, where the flro 

originated, Messrs. l'ratt, Bird's drapery store 



Till Tokio correspondent of the Atlptnuini 
Zfihmg makes some curious comments upon 
the financial statement for the year ending 
June 30th, 1880.* "'The public receipts for 
the year amoun ted to 55,651.379 y*n Obe 
yen is about equal to the American dollar), or 
XI 1,130.276." 

Whether the sterling amount is added by 
the AUpemtiru Zetiunp, or by its Tokio corree 
pondent, is not clearly shown in the text, but 
in any case it is erroneous and misleading. 
55,651,379 yen, the revenue for 1879-80, never 
had a greater working power during that 
period than 39.750,270 American dollars, 
at an average specie rate of exchange 
of 140 ; or £7,950.054 sterling ; a dif- 
ference against Japan of 28.6 per cent 
If the purchasing power of tho paper yen 
for commodities and labour is taken into 
consideration, the revenue did not exceed one- 
half the sum slated. In all reports sent to 
foreign countries upon the finances of Japan, 
it is now a grave suppression of the truth to 
omit tho declaration that the coin of account 
is tho paper yen ; and there should also be 
added a table showing currency fluctuations 
for the period treated of. 

It is difficult to account for so slipshod and 
glaringly incorrect a paragraph as the follow- 
ing : — " The military charge amounts to 9ffd. 
per head of the population, and the total 
amount of taxation properly so called is only a 
minute fraction more than Is. 24d. per head. 
The population of Japan is about 34 millions." 
The gross taxation per head of 34 millions 
of people is either 6s. 6^d., 4s. 8jd., or 
3s. 3jd.. according to the rate at which the 
paper yen is valued. 

"The interest paid on the several portions 
of the public debt varies from 4 to 9 per cent., 
tho average being 6 per cent. This must be 
considered satisfactory, since the ordinary rate 
of domestic interest in Japan is from 12 to 15 
per cent., and the Chinese government has had 
to pay 8 per cent, on its laat lonn." We cannot 
supposethe writer guilty of anything worse limn 
prusuroptioii in writing upon a subject of which 
he Was ignorant, but the paragraph quoted 
convoys an enlirrly false impression. Nothing 
is said about the voluntary capitalized pension 
bonds' scheme, creating the major portion 
of the debt, which wa< in reality bnt a forced 



It is true the specie bond scheme had 
I not been issued when the Tokio letter was 
written ; but that scheme affords a practi- 
cal contradiction to the rate of interest 
aaid to payable by the Ja|nnese govern- 
ment. The terms of the loan proposed to 
the people by that scheme are equiva- 
lent to 11.7 per cent, per annum ; and 
yet, so far as we can judge at present, the 
bait is not nearly attractive enough. In 
one case, the creditors had to take what the 
government pleased to give them, namely 
about 6 per cent. In the other, nearly double 
that rale is insufficient to attract investors. 

If the Tokio correspondent of the AUgmuint 
Zcitunp, to which newspaper we intend to 
forward a copy of the Japan Qazettt contain- 
ing this note, is sggrieved by these remarks, 
we shall be happy to give space to any com- 
ments he may think it advisable to make ; and 
he may preserve his anonymity so far as we 
are concerned. We do not seek to learn 
who the correspondent is ; hut as he has made 
statements we feci warranted in characterizing 
«s uiijusliflahle. fair play requires us to offer 
him a clear field for defence, correction or 
explauatiou. 



Thi Choytt Shinbun reports that the esti- 
ites for a new palace for the Mikado have 
cut down from 3.000,000 to 2,000,000 
yen. 

Sivtjsut, fires, are reported to have taken place 
on the 30th Nor. At Fnjisawa 107 houses 
were destroyed ; ot Kawasaki, 141; at Oda- 
wara. 111; a temple at Toyama in Tetchiu ; 
5 buildings in the prison compound at Mateu- 
moto, Shinane ; and in additiou a fire broke 
out at Motoishi-cho, Tokio. 



Mr. Iwassxi, editor of tho Ha ru Maru Shin, 
bun, who was recently indict od for somo offence 
against the press laws, has been condemned to 
one yoar's imprisonment. 



Mb. Qooai is engaged in endeavours to 
eatabliah in Osaka a trading company similar 
to the Boyeki Sliokwai in Tokio. This com- 
pany's object will be to lend money, that is, 
make advances to exporters of produce at 
about six per cent. Exporters will do well 
to stipulate for advances in specie; if they do 
not they will receive a loan in paper to be 
repaid in specie out of the hypothecated pro- 
ceeds of their goods ; in which c:ise the trans- 
actions will prove eminently profitable to 
Mr. Oodai and his colleagues, but how about 
the "direct trader*"? 



commutation of pensions granted by the state ; 
or of the rate of interest hiving Wen arbitrari- 
ly fixed by government at such rates as were 
best calculated to keep the sum payable in 
respect thereof well within the former annual 
obliirntions. And yet these two matters hovo 
most important bearings upon the point raised ; 



Wx hear advices have been received from 
New York stating that the Japanese agents of 
native silk shippers of Yokohama, have been 
forcing off Kakeduhs in New York at remark- 
ably low prices ; and that the present very 
h>w state of that market is consequent Upon 
this very unwi»< action of the Japanese estab- 
lished in New York. 

Wo hare been given to understand that tho 
prices at which good number two Kakedahs 
have been sold are on an equivalent scale fur 
fair hanks. 

No reason hat been given for theso low 
prices except an apparent anxiety on tha pirt of 
Japanese to sell, and th? consequent advanlago 
taken >>( their attitude by brokers and specula- 
tors. Weak holders, of course, creato weak 
markets ; and ere long Jupauese rompinies 



who are so anxious to drive a direct foreign 
and when known, deprive the passage quoted j trade will discover that if they can put aside 
ol ali the torco its writer iateadec r. to eoavjy. ' thojr vauity, an<! will resolve to <.!iscsi;!L::uc 
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the establishment of branches in foreign coun- 
tries, they will derive greater advantage* in 
the employment of expert unci honourable 
■genii who tiro already established in the 
ports with which they desire to trade. 

Apparently. Japanese merchants hare not 
gone ao fur in their commercial education aa to 
know what " Pig upon Porlt ' 



A raiTiTK hank culled :dsu Gink > has hud 
no difficulty in raisins the required ciipiial. 
the subscription* amounting to between 
600.000 and 600,000 yen : hut tho amount 
decided upon is limited to 320,000 yen. The 
object of the bunk is to amalgamate with those 
companies already established to promote stock 
farming and production : ami it» head office 
will be at Idzu with five I. ranches throughout 
the country.' 

This concern ahnuld more properly he styled 
an agricultural or farming company than a 
but its object ia good, aud we wish it 



Aw important paragraph appears in the 
Chiugai Bukka Shinpo to the effect that it has 
heretofore been the custom of rice merchants 
to keep godowns at those place* most con- 
venient for shipment; and there to await the 
supplies of rice brought down by growers 
from the inland districts. At present, how- 
ever, ric-e merchauts find that rice does not 
come in except in small lots, and they have 
been compelled to send ngcnls, ur go them- 
selves, into the interior, snd endeavour 
there to purchsse rice directly from the 
producers. Even this process is most un- 
satisfactory, as the results scarcely yiold suffi- 
cient for • shipment ; aud business is con- 
sequently much retarded. Another embarrass- 
ing feature is, that Urge or wealthy farraors 
refuse to sell at the prices now offering, 
high ■• they ere, and all rice obtain- 
able is sold by the smaller farmers who 
axe no doubt in want of fund* to carry 
on their operations for the ensuing sea- 
son. Our contemporary further adda that if 
the** small farmers should follow the example 
of their richer neighbours, the rice markets 
vjrill be seriously affected. 

This it the situation long expected. Rice is 
money ; and Ihe holders naturally refuse to 
part with it for paper currency which is not 
money. So soon as holder* of rice refuse to 
part with it for currency a crisis in internal 
trade will havo arrived, all ordinary commerce 
will be suspended, and people who now are 
arntively wealthy, will find the money 
which they have relied absolutely value- 
i ; and while their purses are full of kinsatsu 
they will be wholly unable to aequiro the 
simplest necessaries of lifo. The consequence 
must be reference directly lo the. issuer* of 
the paper with demands for redemption ; mid 
when that fails, as it surely will, food riots of 
the worst description will be inevitable. 
It is, of course, open lo the government to 
pais laws lu l umj.il holders of rice to sell at 
fixed rates; lawi umilnr to those which pre- 
vailed in England and other countries against 
the engroiiers, regrators and fnrestalleri, whose 
occupation is cited by Adam Smith with 
approval. Any relief, however, ariiing fmm 
legislative interference with natural commercial 
lnwi can only bo temporary. What the far- 
mer really wanti ii a market where he can 
procure value for hi* commodities. Paper 
money ho will havo no more of. He complains 
of the unequal burden of taxation. Ho con 
tribule* four-fifths of tho gross revenue; 
and when hi* crop u raised bo is taxed 



again even in heavier ratio 
that ia, he is taxed to keep up the 
monopoly of the coast trade, which i* a direct 
injury instend of a benefit to him. What- 
ever expedient the government may npply 
to Ihe relief of the embarrassments of the 
moment, they muit be alway* forced hack face 
to luce with the fact! that the people are being 
sacrificed for the benefit of the coast monopoly : 
that large quantities of surplus product are 
stored away to rot and or be devoured by rats 
nd insects because there are no means of 
sending it to a market : that their determina- 
tion to prevent the people from doing what 
they think beit with their own property is a 
mischievous interference with private rights 
entailing the most serious consequences upon 
the wealth of the nation; and, finally,, that 
some seventy million dollar* are kept out of the 
country, to the scrioii* detriment of trade snd 
discouragement of industry, lolely because the 
government steam ship company stands in the 
way. 

\Ve do not know what tho government 
intend to do, but there is no doubt of tho truth 
of the assertion that without free exportation 
from Japan the country can acquire no wealth; 
on Ihe contrary, affair* will go steadily back- 
ward, and the progress of twenty yean be 
utterly loit or effaced. 



Th« NieK MM Shinbun says that Mr. 
Secretary Inouye lately arrived from Chios 
has received orders to return without delay. 
Hi* misiion is not known, as the orden are 
secret. Powihly the return of this official to 
China mny not he wholly unconnected with the 
sisvinbluge of the liussian fleet in these waters 



PoMtmro tho policy of retrenchment in d* 
partmental expenditure, the Akthono Shinhu* 
says that sevooty official* of the foreign offics 
have been dismissed, and the work of the re- 
maining staff will b* doubled. On reference t» 
the financial *tatement the expenditure ou thi 
department of foreign affain leerai very mode- 
rale, and. in comparison with the interior, finance 
andeoloniratioo departments, quite insignificant. 
The estimate for this year is only ^01,000 yen, 
so that it is impossible 150.000 yen, aa etatei 
by our contemporary, can be aaved in this 
branch of slato affair*. Possibly the eaving it 
to be made in legation* and consulates abroad, 
confounded with the dopsrtmeiit of foreign 
affair*. 

Mb. Mshlmasm's letter on " Echo in Navigi- 
tion," published in another column, ia suffi- 
cienlly explanatory to require no comment 
from u* ; but we do not permit the oppor- 
tunity to pais without repenting that our 
good office* in tho dissemination of all matter* 
of interest and importsnco to nautical men srr 
froely offered. 



Wa learn that the Grsririir, due here on or 
about Ihe 10th instant, will have among 
her passenger* one of those heroes in the arts 
of peace who are always warmly welcomed 
in every land. Mr. Cyrus W. Field, the father 
of submarine telegraphy, with his family, will 
pass through Japan en routs for India ; 
and hi* arrival should not be allowed 
to pas* unnoticed by the foreign community. 
Mr. Field's attention was first drawn to the 
subject of ocean telegraphy in 1854 ; and 
•oon after that he succeeded in procuring a 
charter from the Newfoundland legislature 
granting an exclusive right for fifty yean to 
e»tabli«h telegraphic communication from the 
great American continent, through that colony 
to Europe. Thi* wa* the finl stop to the 
grand extension of submarine telegraphy, 
which will be completed when a cable con- 
nects Japan with the Pacific slope of the 
United Stales. Sinco Ihcn he has been the 
prime mover, most ective supporter aud trusted 
adviser of all other rompaniei snd under- 
takings founded to carry ou the good work. 
To his efforts the successful completion of the 
Atlantic cable in 1665 or 1866 was undoubted- 
ly due, as was testified by the warmth of his 
reception in England soon after. 

The e»pettttl nrriv.il of Mr. Field may be 
known to Iho Juputicso government, in which 
case a courteous reception will be awarded 
to so truly diitiuguiihed a traveller: but 
the foreign community might lake advantage 
of the opportunity to present Mr. Field with 
an address expressive of Iho high apprecia- 
tion entertain ed of his sorvh-e* by foreigners 
resident in this remote part of tho irorld with 
which they are brought into daily communica- 
tion by means of which Mr. Field is the 
founder. It Would be a graceful attcnlion to a 
gentleman who, neither prince, statesman nor 
warrior, is (till equally deserving of honour. 



Wa learn that Ihe funeral of the late Mr. 
Sameshima, envoy-extraordinary and minium- 
plenipotentisry of Japan to France, wu 
solemnised in Paris on the 7th instant. Tb« 
ceremony was of the most imposing character, 
Ihe President of tho Republic being special; 
represented, aa was also Monsieur Gambetu. 
All tho roemben of the Cor/* Diplomat^ 
attended ; and all sections of French eoeiett 
wore represented, a tributo of respect to tb« 
deceased minister personally, aud to the nation 
he hud represented. 

Apart from the melancholy event which gsve 
rise to tliii domoosl ration, it will be grati- 
fying to the Japanese government to lean 
how very sincere is the feeling of respect sod 
regard eutertaiued for Japan by foreigu os- 
tious. 



A card, number* of which are said to bars 
been circulated throughout the settlement, hit 
been »hown to us. On the front is the he*: 
of » negro who is called a "jolly joker " and 
is supposed to recommend any person requir- 
ing •' a good cigar, or cigarette, pipe, map. or 
guide book of Japan, late novel, or any article! 
in the stationary (lie) or tobacco line to e*U 

on . No. — Yokohama." Thie 

might, under ordinary circumstance*, be 
the joko alluded to, but on the back of thd 
card is a filthy legend styled " A private gole 
region," evidently intended for the jolly jok* 
to which attention is called. Some few yearr 
ago nu effort was made to form a society for 
tho prevention of cruelty to animals, but, fo- 
rc >i so os wc need not enumerate, it was un 
successful. If any more of l hese cards are w 
bo circulated, it will bo necessary to found aa 
association to protect tho cimmtriify from dis- 
gusting violations of decency aui moralitt- 
perpetrated by Ihe disiemiu itiori of such f*al 
literature •'» thit wc allude to We are •> 
c mvinced that the publication of this o Wrie- 
st >ry h»* boon mado wiihout due understand 
in,s of Ihe enormity of tho offence, that 
wo hesitate to publish Ihe nam* of ths 
guilty parties ; but we have no hesita- 
ti m in saying that if tho notice of ihj 
United States Cmsnl-General ihauld be drawn 
to the matter those responsible would find that 
disgraceful offence* or this nature cannot piss 
Without *evero censure and pueiibly exemplary 
punishment. A repetition of th» offence, or 
Ihe further distribution of the card*, will obhgs 
us to expose the names and addressee of the 
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A katiti exchange report* that conic Tillies 
on the co..t in I.hikawa-ken were inundated 
by the eea on the 27th ultimo. One hundred 
uty-three houses were wathed away, 
drowned and four other* severely 



Tbb XiAi AVcAi S/unfrtm ii informed that 
Mr. Terasawa has been despatched to Vladi- 
Toatock by the 44th national bank, for the 
purpose of establishing a branch bank at that 
port, which, it ia thought, will bo a great con- 
i to trade. 



Taa aame paper any* that out of 442.820 
•ilk-worm egg carton* brought into Yokohama 
uptothe30ib oflaat month, 341,118 have 
boon (old for export. 



Wi have been requested to mention for 
general information that a change i* desinble 
in the hour* at which the mail ateamer* usually 
leave, or in Ihe postal regulation* ou *uch 
occasions. 

The good old custom of despatching a mail 
■teamer at daylight teems to have been entirely 
abandoned, and nine or ten o'clock iu the 
morning substituted. The poatal authorities, 
with the strongest wiah to accommodate the 
community, do not close the mail* until 3 a.m. 
ou the day of departure. Tbi* wa* the cuae 
with the Belgie wbich tailed at 10 o'clock on 
Friday but, and regularly to with the French 
mail ateamer tailing at 9 o'clock every alter- 
nate Sunday. In *uch cases th* po*t office 
official* would «ave themselves much trouble 
and inconvenience, and in no wiae incommode 
the community, by doting the mailt rigidly at 
10 p.ro. of the day before tailing. Merchant* 
would bo quit* tttitfled ; the practice, too 
frequent, of leaving everything to the la*t 
moment, could not bo carried to the extent 
it now it in many cases, of dragging work on 
through the night ; and banker* would be 
relieved from the obligation they feel under 
of accommodating constituent* to an advanced 
hour aud being forced to keep their own 
advice* open to the latoat minute. 

The number of mail*, aud the rapid passages 
made, have had the happy effect of destroying 
that bugbear to mercantile life in the eatt — 
mail day. There it no *' mail day " now, for to 
much notice it given beforehand of a tteamer't 
departure that ample lime it allowed for all 
the work necetaary lobe performed in ordinary 
botinet* hour*. Thero are, of coune, occa- 
sional exception*, but at a rule a resolution 
of the Pott Office to cJooe the mail* at 10 
p.m. or even midnight would bo a measure in 
•very respect desirable. 

Thin is the opinion of a largo majority, and 
we rommcud it to the notice of the Post 
Office. The minority are iuviled to state their 
rea*on* why the present practice of closing 
mnil* at 8 o'clock, ou Sunday morning especial- 
ly, should not be discontinued. 



It may be useful to the agent of that popular 
company,' the Messageries Maritime*, to know 
what people »re saying. The Volga took away 
1.021 bnle* of (ilk, the gre.iler portion of which 
should buve bteu shipped during Thursday and 
Friday. Both day* were very wiudy, and in 
mauy rate* cargo boat* were unable to make the 
•learner, and had to return to the hatoba where 
ihe ailk wu» rclnndo!, siured, and reshipped 
in craft on the foll"Wing mornings. Silk will 
not bear haudling, n few suspicious *pol* 
on a bale being sufficient to found a claim on 
the inturnnro romp mit't. There is a night'* 
risk on tho huloba ai.d vanoiis other matters 
to be considered, untl people say that all these 



. currency of their own 



things might be avoided if the company would 
be good enough to send their steum launch to 
tow cargo boats from the batoba to alongside 
the steamer when the weather ia rough or 
threatening. 

Our contemporary, the Japan Mnil, ho* been 
placed in an awkward position. The composi- 
tors, pressmen, and others engaged have struck 
work btcauso their wage* were paid in kinsn- 
tsu ; the manifesto presented to their employers 
stating that all necessaries of Japanese lite 
have risen 60 to 70 per cent. ; and that, as 
about 150,000,000 yen in kinsiUu i* in cir- 
culation, there is no protpect of improvement 
iu value of paper ; in consequence, their demand 
it lhat their wagea be paid henceforth in silvor 
instead of iu the lawful cui 
government. 

These gentlemen are certainly unreasonable 
in their demands The proprietors of the Japan 
Mail say Unit during the pist eighteen months 
the wage* of their workmen have been in- 
creased fifty per cent. ; but there arc other 
considerations of iiupurtauce. It is tn he> pre- 
sumed the men who have resorted to this 
method of enforcing compliance with their 
demands, originally agreed to accept payment 
in currency ; and they aeem wholly to ignore 
the fact that luddenly calling upou their 
employer* to increase their wage* 60 to 80 per 
cent., or accept the alternative of a stoppage of 
their business, is a breach of the contract be- 
tween master and servant clearly pnnishaMe by 
the law* of Jupan. Newspaper proprietor* are, 
more than other persons, at Ihe mercy of their 
employe*. Compoeitors who know their dutie* 
ere not numerou*. and they rely upon (hi* 
at a mean* of effecting a combination to 
compel acceptance of any term* they are pleased 
to dictate. 

For Ihe fluctuations in currency value tho 
foreign employer is not responsible. He is, 
in most instances, a sufferer; and when a* in 
this case, wage* have been increased by one- 
half wilhin eighteen month*, the employ** have 
neither justice nor rea»on on their aide for 
demanding payment in coin. If the posi- 
tion were changed, and currency were at 
ten per cent, premium, these men would have 
been the first to object to payment in silver 
but in this, a* in everything else in Japan, 
there is but on* (id* to Ihe argument, and all 
the sympathy must, of 
ill-used servant of the 
ployer; that is. composite 
equal to tho salariea paid to 
class clerks in government deportment, can 
strike work with impuuily unless their em- 
ployer* forthwith make an addition of 60 to 
80 per cent. 

We have alwaye paid wage* in •ilvor ; the 
advantage of exchange is a profit we aro not 
desirous of engrossing; but if our engagements 
had been in yen wo should havo felt more 
than justified in refusing to submit to the dic- 
tation embodied in the letter publish*! by 
the .t/n«7. When a struggle of this s .rt is 
there can be little doubt of the 
; and we warmly counsel the obstinate 
compositors to return to their duly and 
endeavour to come to an arrangement with em- 
ployers who. iu the end, must bo master! of the 
position. This is good advice and well meant. 



given to the 
foreign em- 
iceive wages 
th or eighth 



Tart customs rctur>>« f.,r the month of 
October have ju«t !«-e.i published. They >liov 

Export* Yen (gold) 2,tlol.935 

Imports 2.8SI.604 



Excess of exports. 



70,291 



Treasure exported .... 1,152,124 
imported 87.000 



1,116.124 




to havo been imported ; aud a* ther« 
large aales of ten and aoiue (ilk the 
account wni more than balanced, the I 



The deliveries of import* to [ 
October did not exceed one-half the I 

there wero 
trade 
money 

being in lavoiir of Japan. On who*e account, 
therefore, wa* Ihe specie exported T On 
traders' account to defray the " balance of trade," 
or on government account for those require- 
ment* w* have so often alluded to and ex- 
plained? 

A capital match took p!w on Thursday (3rd 
inst.) between member* of the Yokohama Base- 
bull Club, and a nine of the U. S. S. .Sieotaro, 
the former winning by a well-earned twelve to 
their opponents' eight. The weather wu 
besutiful. The following is the score. 

YOKOHAMA. I "Swatabi." 

Pw.B.o. Pes. B.O. 

Merriman, W.... C. X 8 King L.F. 0 6 

Knox IB. 2 SON-il P. « 1 

Morse £B. 1 4 Fnllain IB. 2 S 

Churchill 8.8. 2 3 j Falls C. 0 4 

Hepburn P. 0 4 Green 8B. 0 4 

Van Buren, H.8.3B. 1 3[ W right S.8. 1 3 

Merrimai>. C. ...RF.l l \ Cabemtss B.F. 0 4 

Hawes L.F. 1 3 ! Hodges C.F. 1 0 

C.F.2 2,8pi«>r 2.B. 0 4 

Total... 13 , Total... 8 

Innings. 1 23466789 

B.B.C...1 0 8 1 1 8 0 0 1=13 
I 023201 0 0-8 



Tux following list give* the dates of the 
intended despatch of the steamers of the P. M. 
S. S. and O. h O. S. S. Companies during Ihe 
next seven months. If these dates sre adhered 
to we shall have a mail every fifteen days 
placing us iu communication with San Fran- 
ciaco, New York, and London in sixteen, 
twenty-three, and thirty-two days respectively. 

Liirnro Yokohama. 

City of Peking Dec. 8lh. 1880. 

Oatlie 24th, „ 

Oceanic Jan. 8th, 1881. 

City of Tolio ... 23rd, „ 

Btlgie Feb. 11th, „ 

City of Peking March ltt, „ 

Oaelic 18th, „ 

Oceanic April 3rd, „ 

Citu of Tokio 20th, „ 

Beljie May 7th, „ 

City of Pek ing 25lh. „ 

6-elic ..June 10th, „ 

Ouatit 25t»i, „ 

City of Vok-io ... July 9th, „ 



Wt make bold to draw the attention of tho 
Acting Assistant Judge ol Her Majesty's Court 
for Jjpiin, to w paragraph in Thursday's 
Japan He>altl. Comments reflecting upon tho 
net ions and motives of persons in the present 
position of the publishers of (hit jonrual in 
respect of accusations against which they are 
called upon to defend themselves by tho court, 
arc clearly a* much iu the nature of a con- 
tempt of court as is the publication we 
are called upon to answer for. We do 
not ask the aiteulio-i of the Acting Assistant 
Judge to this milter with the object of pro- 
tecting ourselves, hut wc do *o on principle, 
mil a< i miller »i principle, an l th.ill anxious- 
ly watch the pioc-edniR* or the curt in the 
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I* our article" dealing with the influence of 
the roa.it monopoly in preventing Ihe dovolop- 
ment of national wealth, we have shown the 
total grain carrying capacity of the government 
steamship company 'a vessels to be limilod to 
len than ten per cent, of the average rice crop 
of the Japanese empire, all other produce being 
left out of consideration. 

This fact apeak* eloquently in favour of a 
mollification of the law* controlling trade with 
non-treaty port*. At present, the people are 
forced to transport nine-tenth* of all the grain re- 
quired to be carried by sea in steamers at a 
freight that it in itself an insupportable tax up- 
on the grain carried ; or to trust to their own pri- 
mitive mode* of conveyance by junk, alow, there- 
fore expensive, unsafe, and uninsured. Then, for 
the surplus crop, that which can he parted with 
without increasing tho value of food at home, 
there i* positively no outlet. To convert u«e- 
lees, becnus* surplus rieu, into useful euuimodi- 
tie*, or money if some will have it so, it is 
necenury to export it; ami dinguisc tho truth 
in every ponible way the re*ult is always the 
tame— it cannot be exported while the navi- 
gation laws of Japan remain a* they are. 

Tui financial difllcultiee under which th» 
empire lubuurs, reduced to mutters of fact, are, 
briefly: — 1. A paper currency, inclusive ol 
the mistiikou nolo i»suo granted to the nation- 
al bank*, of 142,000,0o0 yen. 2. There is mi 
alleged reserve fund of 5l.000.o00 yen ; if in 
specie, equivalent nt par to 30 pt-r cent , and 
possessing a withdrawing power, nt tho current 
rate* of exchange, of a sum of pnper equal to 
61 per cent., of the entire is*ue If the 
reaerve i* in paper, the aura of currency 
in circulation is reduced to 91,000,000, an 
amount well within the requirements of trade, 
aud contradictory of the ruling depreciation, 
which latter, therefore, is nscribable to want of 
belief in alleged facia the government h-nve 
indirectly put forward. 3. There is in the 
country, available for ronversioH into specie, 
•urplus property of value sufficient to supply 
• new circulating medium of exchange : 
which, properly ulilixed, would increase com- 
merce, extend the requirements for money, 
strengthen the piiper currency, and enable the 
government to collect, not only a much larger 
revenue, in tho form of laud tax on new 
ground that would be put under cultivation, 
but to receive a large portion of it in specie. 
4. The deadlock in affair* is apparently due, 
not to the gravamen of th* difficulties to be 
encountered, but to want of courage and resolu- 
tion on the part of those responsible for 
financial administration. 5. A competent man 
of business could render *uch assistance to the 
finance minister that, in the course of a year, 
or two at latest, the position of affair* would 
undergo material change* ; and the embarrass- 
ments causing so much anxiety to the ministry 
would entirely disappear. 

The financial position need create no anxiety 
whstever, if tho government will only resolve 
to adopt a sound trade policy. 



Tna Siehi Sidii Shiubnn innkes the follow- 
ing brief but important announcement : —The 
Boyeki Sliokwm ha* been recently supplied 
with 500,000 yen from the Finance Depart- 
ment." 

The AtcAt Xichi Shinbun is a government 
organ ; and it is improbable a statement of 
this nature would have been made if it were 
not true. The Boyeki Shokwai i* one of I hose 

institutions we have unresenrdit ile inri-d a< 

official trading swirtic*. Their influence upon 

the commerce secured to the Japanese people 



and foreign resideut* by treaty, i* most in- 
jurious ; it is official interference of tho worst 
description with trade. There is, however, somo 
consolation to bo found in the circumstance 
that the representatives of treaty power* have 
uow a substantial reason for asking questions. 

The same journal is responsible for the fol- 
lowing Tho official* of tho Osaka Mint 
have combined to practice theatrictcet economy, 
and to absluin from using imported goods. 
In those cases where necessity arises for articles 
of foreign fashion, Japanese imitation* ore to 
be prclerred to the genuine." Folly can be 
carried no further in this direction. 

Wi have been inTormod that sale* by auc 
lion have been held in Tokio during 
the past week, and the following goods were 
offered and disposed of in lots : — 15,000 pairs 
of 8 lbs. blankets; 3,000 piece* scarlet and 
black cloth; Mini 2.000 pieces woollen goods. 
This is a novel way of disposing of stores, 
and. if we may judge by the leault of auction 
sales in Yokohama, cannot have bcon u pro- 
fitable tm tunc! ion. 

Tub llochi Hhinhnn say* that silk-egg mer- 
chant* are divided into two parties, one pro- 
posing to ship their gooiU on their own ac- 
count, unil the oilier lo sell on the spot. This 
division of opinion, combined with tho low 
prices oll',-red by foreigners, has restricted 
business, but the last steamer to San Fran- 
cisco carried away 200,000 cartons, the largest 
exportation of llio season. Tho largest holder 
of unsold stork is Tanatieya, and it is said ho 
intends lo export sll or nearly all, on his own 
account. 

This is the style of the Japanese press when 

dealing with the worst feature of foreign trado. 
The export of silk-eggs i* allowed to continue 
though the government know that, beside* 
the direct lo** entailed by every trans- 
action, the country is yearly deprived of 
an addition to it* export trade worth from five 
to twenty million dollar* according to cir- 
cumstances of market, 4c. ; aud the patriotic 
press is silent, and tender* no marc of remons- 
trance or expose* transaction* disgraceful alike 
to the people who conduct them and the 
government tolerating them. Can you not see, 
you men of Japan, that so long us a full supply 
of silk ran b* purchased here in seed form for 
a merely nominal sum, no person will buy Ihe 
silk you produce next year from the eggs you 
keep for yourselves ? Are you so perversely 
blind that you cannot understand that Ihe 
export of silk-eggs is the most effectual protec- 
tion you ran possibly extend to Italian silk 
grower* at tho cost of your own industry? 
And is it possible for the government to stand 
idly by, fretting oyer their financial embarrass- 
ments, while a source of great national wealth 
is being hopelessly undermined and destroyed ? 
On all side*, officials and people are complain- 
ing aboul the balance of trade : moaning over 
their ill-fortune at not being able to give away 
more than they receive, tor this is Ihe only way I 
lo right tho " balauce of trade ;" and during 
the time wasted over these silly griefs a few | 
people am permitted to sacrifice tho richest ex- \ 
port trade Ihe nation possesses for the sake of 
a few thousand dollars psid to them for commo- 
dities costing much more than they ever receive 
for them. How long i* this to go on ? 

Tm Japan Herald of th* 26th ultimo con- 
tain* a paragraph evidently intended to be a 
»ort of European or rnther universal political 
summary, written in a style much more 
suidthle for a low half-penny evening sheet 
in the London *'lum» than for 



a respectable foroign journal published in 
Japan for the use of educated and well-in- 
formed men of all countries. Wo will make 
one or two extracts from this ehoice specimen 
of uewsmongeriiig clap-trap. It commences. — 

"Alas for Mr. Gladstobk and hi* hysterical 
promise* of Aitran rtdux and millenial peace 
and plenty, if only that child of Belial, Lord 
BiACoxcritLD, could be discomfited." . . . 

" Then that wicked Imperialist — one of 
those who made hi* country great and ha* 
helped to keep her so, 8ir Bums Fbebb— 
was nt first insulted by that poor pedantie 
creature Mr. Gbabt Drjsr 

" Next the European concert, a ro*e.tinted 
scheme, was ushered in with bubbling emotion 
by thst superfine professor of deportment. Lord 
Grimvillk. at the instigation of our emotional 
Premior, who had juat dried hie eyes after 
shedding whole Imperial quarts of tears for 
the pious aud gentle Bulgar " . . . . 

These elegant sentences and polite epithets 
are used to usher in a eerie* of sentences to th* 
effect Ihst " Orangemen have become restive, 
and are manifesting an uuchristian spirit." 
" Sir Babtlb Fbkbb is a roan of heroic type, on* 
" of the glories of the Indian service, and there- 
" fore not in accord with the cosmopolite* 
" who wish to cast India snd our colonies 
" adrift.'' Then follows s brief dissertation 
on th* " Arnsuts of Albania an autochtonsl 
(tit) rare ;" a passing reference to '• the heroic 
forefather* of the Albanian men," the second 
treaty of Berlin, an imaginary " war for ci*. 
Balkan supremacy," au alliance between Ao»- 
tria and Germany, mixed up with Servi*, 
Koum ania, Bulgaria, Russia, Houmelis and 
Constantinople, the sickening hssh ending 
with this startling paragraph;— 

" From Asia Minor, from tho Adriatic, from 
the Cape, from China, and from Ireland, the 
new* i* alarming, and bode* ill for trade, ss 
the peace of tho world is iu jeopardy." 

It is with such a tissue of fabrication and 
nonsense that an English journal iu Japan 
degrade* its columns. The allusions to Mr. 
Gladstone snd Lord Granville, their hys- 
terical promise*, bubbling emotion, and tears, 
are grossly aud intentionally rode, utterly 
unfounded, and are nothing but Ihe out- 
come of a narrow mind incapable of perceiv- 
ing that »uch silly vulgar phrases disgust 
sensible men of sll parties, snd delude no 
one into a belief of the author's quali- 
fications to pas* judgment upon men whs 
■re removed from him by au immeasurable 
and impassable gulf. The remainder of the 
paragraph is but so much padding u*ed *• t 
vehicle for personal insolence towards two 
eminent members of the present English go- 
vernment. Take away the attack* upon th* 
premier aud foreign minister, snd what is left? 
Words, words, word*, signifying nothing. 



We hear that tho railroad from Sapporo to 
Otsrunai was completed on the 24th Nov. and 
opened to traffic on tho following day. Even 
if the distance does not exceed twenty-fiv. 
mile*, the completion of the work within five 
month* i« a remarkable example of what mar 
be done under efficient ami active superia- 
tendence ; and Colonel Crawford and hi* staff 
deserve hearty congratulations upon the man- 
ner in which they have csrried out the work 
undertaken by them. 

Ocb contemporary the Mai tfiehi sUMsa 
deal* with (he export of .ilk-egg*. It does 
not, however, dwell upon the msdnesa of Ihe 
export, aud the injury done to the silk in- 
dustry of Japan, but utter* a pmn on th* 
defeat of the cunning foreign msrehaata. Our 
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merchant!, says the Mai Xicki Shinbun, have 
hitherto experienced coniiderablo loswss in this 
trade caused by I lie artful design! of for- 
eigners to obtain our goods at the lowest 
price; but past experience baa I aught them 
not to hurry on basinets but rather make the 
foreigner wait. The coneequenco has been that 
no transactions in silk-eggs took place until 
a few days ago. when the close of the 
aeason fur export being at hand the grainenrt 
were obliged to take the quantify they nctually 
wanted, some 50.000 curds, nt prices ranging 
from $2 65 to $2. 

This pitrtgraph from the Mai Xiehi Sbinbun 
read aright menus that the ohstinncy of Japa- 
nese dealcra in silk-eggs has brought about it 
sale of ten per ceut. of the quantity of cards 
on offer at prices which bring in it sum of 
about $120,000; while the roinoindor. or 
about ninety per cent., is led on hand to 
be burned or exported on nnliro account. 
'I he best of the Curtis, too, hare been 
selected, and the inferior left. Is this, we 
may ask. a matter upon which a Japanese 
newspaper should sing a song of triumph? 
Is it business of which to be prood? The 
value of the cards in the first inetarice, is 
of email moment. If a greater quautity had 
bean required live Italian grttineurt would 
base bought what they wanted with small 
regard to price ; but with the wisdom that 
Japanese do not possess they have selected the 
best of the seed here, and will buy whatever else 
they require, at their own prices, in Italy from 
the eggs shipped there on Jnpanese nccount. 
The entire trade ia a mistake. Shipping away 
silk-eggs has done irreparable injury to the 
export of raw silk from Japan ; and instead of 
impressing this fact upon its reader! the Mai 
NicJti Sbinbun congratulate! them upon 
what*— The receipt of $120,000 or eTen 
S250.000 for goods the judicious use of which 
will deprive this country of trade next year 
worth at least $5,000,000 ! 



Tkx first of the Russian fleet under Admiral 
Lessoffsky. the Kniaz Pojartky, arrived in port 
yesterday morning, forming the initial link in 
a never-coding chain of complications in which 
Jspsn, by a aingle false step, msy become 
involved. The courteous hoepitslity this ns- 
tion is in the habit of extending to all 
foreign visitors of distinction may, in a moment 
of thoughtlessness, inaugurate a policy from 
which it will bx*ome impossible to recede. The 
responsibility will rest upon his excellency 
Inouye, minister for foreign affiira, for upon 
his action all nations will look with expectant 
interest and anxiety. 

A coHXRsronDim "E" asks when the con- 
atruction of the railway to connect Sapporo 
with Otnrunai was commenced : and how m;my 
miles of it have been constructed at the rate 
of a mile a day? Tho authority for the pro- 
gress of this railway at tho rate of a mile a day 
was, as stated, n correspondent jn Sippiro ; 
and the comments then ma le were lute ided to 
convey tho surprise with which wo received 
such an announcement. 

It is with regret, therefore, that we find 
ourselves unable to answer the questions of 
" E." In June last we published n lettor from 
Mr. Qaujot giving a public explanation of the 
causes which led to his resignation of the 
post of superintendent engineer of mines, 
and from it wo extract the following pas- 
sage. I soon pereeived that n largo por- 
tion of that mon-y would ho absorbed in 
building a railroad fromOiaru to Sapporo .... 
Lest the estimates should be objected to, the 
cost has beep fixed at the low sum of 50,000 



yen per ri or 20,000 yen in paper per English 
mile. Any person acquainted with the cost 
of railway construction will know that in any 
country it is impossible to build at such • 
price : the rails, materials and rolling stock, all 
of which must be imported, will exceed that 
figure : and so far as construction is concerned, 
labour and supervision cost more in Japan 
than in Europe or America. About fivo miles 
of the road between Otaru and Zenibaku have 
been partly graded at a cost of 48,000 yen. Ten 
miles were reported, but that was an exaggera- 
tion. Of this distance a great part has been 
washed away by the sea, and I am afraid the re- 
mainder will follow." Since that letter was 
written Colonel Crawford has had active super- 
intendence of the works. He arrived, with his 
staff of aasistanta, on June 12th, and probably 
commenced operations early in tho following 
month ; so that it would appear tho period of 
construction extends over about five months, 
which is a remarkably short time for such 
work in a remote part of Japan where skilled 
labour must be scarce. 

For reason* best known to the authorities 
the details of construction of this lino of rail 
are kept profoundly secret. It may be be- 
cauee the work can only provoke censure as 
tho grossest piece of jobbery ever undertaken, 
tho gushing paragraphs from the San Francisco 
papers copied by us notwithstanding. Perbape 
our to-day's correspondent, who has evidently 
information of value, will favour us with some 
particulars of the length, probable outlay upon, 
and utility when completed, of the railroad in the 
wilderness. One redeeming feature is that a 
lunchoon and sleeping car will be attached to 
each train ; and iMisaengers from the Grand 
Hotel nt Sapporo will be conveyed to Otaruuai, 
twenty five miles or so, with the least possible 
inconvenience, end reganllese of expense which 
latter will be defrayed by the happy tax-payers 
of the rest of the empire where these luxuries 



Mb. Iwasixt, editor of the .Ifriru Mar* 
Chinbun. a comic paper published in the 
vernacular, is in serious trouble through having 
published a cartoon representing the agitation 
for a national assembly. Like so many other 
unfortunate editors Mr. lwaaaki is being pro- 
secuted by the authorities, on the charge of 
bringing His Majesty the Mikado's person 
into contempt ; sud it is said that should he 
be convicted, of which there seems every 
probability, tho sentence will be three year's 
imprisonment and a fine of eight hundred or 
oue thousand yen. 



Wk are in receipt of the following letter to 
which we hasten to give publicity. 

To the editor of the Japan GazttU. 

Sir ! — We observe in your yesterday's issue 
an expression of surprise at a supposed ap- 
propriation by us on the 20th instant, of a 
paragraph from your journal. 

This accusation is quite unexpected, and if 
permitted to past uncontradicted will greatly 
affect our reputation. We hare never stolen 
any item of news from you : and in this in- 
stance we quoted your authority, at the same 
time mentioning what information we had! 
ourselves received. The mistake has arisen 
from an ir.correct reading of our paper, hut us 
the matter has b ten made public we request 
you to examine the paper a second time and 
make the necessary correction. 



In response to the request conveyed in this 
letter wc nt once referred to the Ohiuitai 
Bukka Shinpo of 20th instant, where we found 
the following :— 

•' Messrs. Bavier Jk Co., of Yokohama, pur- 
chased 800 piculs of silk the day before yes- 
terday and yesterday, and as the silk is of 
very fine thread some persons sre of opinion 
the silk was bought by order from France. 
Others are of opinion that the transaction wee 
speculative, or undertake i by request of Japa- 
nese as a temporary expedient. 

«• We do not know the truth, but the silk trade 
si much improved, and prices are $10 higher. 
But us large quantities may be returned to the 
sellers on inspection, it would be unsafe to pass 
an opinion on the matter until it ia completed. 
Other houses are purchasing silk but in 
a mall quantities only, and none but the 
firm mentioned have entered upon such ex- 
tensive transactions, consequently the rumours 
that prevail among the people are not without 
reason. Tho Japan GautU has the following 
paragraph on the subject :" — 

Here follows a translation from the Japan 
f/azf.tu, and it is this paragraph which the 
Japan Herald retranslated and reprinted with- 
out the context, and without, of coarse, any 
acknowledgment of the source from whence the 
information had been taken by the Ohiugai 
Buklca Shinpo. The appearance in the Herald 
of the translation, which we had no reason 
to suppose imperfect, led us into the 
error of wrongfully accusing our Japa- 
nese contemporary of an offence against 
journalistic propriety of which it was in 
no sense guilty. We therefore tender to the 
Ohiugai Bukka Shinpo a sincere apology for 
not having used more caro to test the ac- 
curacy of the Jajtan lltrald before basing any 
charge upon matter published in its columns ; 
and we trust tho explanation and apology will 
be acceptable and sufficient. 

The Miinichi Shinbun has a paragraph 
to the effect that the money market is muoh 
easier, and thst silver hss fallen and would 
probably reach 150. These anticipations are 
not verified, the difference between the closing 
rate at 4 p.m. yesterday and to day being Hj 
per cent. — 154 yeaterday and 165^ to-dsy. 
These fluctuations are painful and disastrous, 
sud call loudly for legislative action. What 
commerce can be carried on when the fluctua- 
tiona in value of the medium of exchange 
reach llj percent, in twenty-four hoars? The 
man who sold goods yesterday for one thousand 
silver yen and received 1,540 yen in currency, 
finds that the so-called money is only worth to- 
day, that is, its purchasing power is reduced to 
030 silver yen, or s clear loss of 7 per cent, per 
dim. This is a grave matter ; and affords in- 
[contestable proof that the currency of Japan ha* 
brought all tradal transactions to the level of 
gambling operations of the most hazardous 
nature. The end roust be the barter of com- 
modity for commodity on n metallic basis of 
valuation, ignoring completely paper currency 
as a medium of commercial exchanges. 



Yours faithfully, 

Chiu-jai Bukka Shinpo. 
Tokio, Nov. 25, 1830. 



Mr. Toomss Gaolurm has completed 4 
porcelain clay bust of Mrs. Henry Ahrens. As 
a specimen of this gentleman's artistic skill the 
bust leaves nothing be desired. 

Tat .ViVAi le'ii Shinlntn writes plainly and 
to tho point at list. Our contemporary says, — 
"Xo words are adequate to express the awful 
surt'erings of the people who live from day to 
day in a vain struggle with the high prices of 
all life necessaries It seams that, patient as 
the people of Kioto are, they can no longer 
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: Hie mUerie* of the time. and we hear 
that *uicide by hanging and drowning is to 
common as to provoke no comment. On on* 
day thirteen person* hanged themselves in th* 
city alone. This is a pestilence that can only 
be cored by a medicine described by four mo- 
nosyllables " Low Price of Rice." " 

There can bo nn more painful matter for 
contemplation than th-so reports. Here ia a 
nation wilii n so-called reserve fund equal 
to a year income of the atnte. and possessed 
of abundant aur|iln« food, devoting iU energies 
to one mistaken objec t ; whil- the people, the 
labourers whoao swoat has pr oduced the fraita 
of the earlli now resolutely denied to them, 
are starving, or preferring «;i*i-dy detth *i 
their own hunds to tho alower but not leai 
i action of fiminc. 
The land ovcrfljws with abundance, aud yet 
the people nr« perishing for want of food 
ncco**ari<-s. Why? Because it in before nil 
thing* necessary that the government monopoly 
of the coast trade ahonld be sustained. Thia 
ia the truth, and we challenge denial. Th<*c 
mooopolie* hang around the neck* of the 
people and drag them down to eelf-deat ruction 
and misery. H*»» the unfortunate poor no 
champion P la there no man in Japan bold 
to rorae forward and contest the coaat 
oopoly in the eonrta of law ? 

A BMOHT. but rather prolonged tremor of 
the earth was distinctly felt and recorded at 
lh. 35m. 48*. a.m. to-day (Xov. 30th). Tokio 
meau time. 



In addition to above I bar* re- 
ceived from sundry subscribers, 
for the purpose of erecting a 
atone over the grave of the late 

Mr. Soon 

Said atone is contracted for and 
is now being erected j cost to be 



60.00 



(Signed) E. 
Yokohama, November 30th, 1W 



MoitsintB Dt RoQOnTt, the new miniater 

for France, had an interview with the minister 
for foreign affair* at the Guaimusho on tho 
3rd instant, when, it is atated, he presented 
speeisl instructions authorizing him to act in 
Ihe matter of treaty i 



Mb. Sinnu, Japanese minister to France. 
SOOo " offering from a sever* attack of illoe*., 
and w.i* in a critical condition at the last 
telegraphic advice*. The new* will be received 
with regret by the numerou* frieud* of thui 
popular gentleman. 



O. S. Cowsouts Okhssjil. 

Kanagawa, Japan, 

November 30th. 1880. \ 
I certify that I have compared the forefjoing 
statement with the original subscription list* in 
aid of the widow and children of the Uvte Thomas 
Seon, and the vouchers for payments made thereon, 
presented to mo by Mr. E. A. Sargent and that the 



TUOS. B. TAN BUEEN 



Subscribers to the fund for the relief of the 
widow and family of the Into Mr. Thomas Seon, 
will be gratified to learn that the total sum 
collected amounted to S1.S74.02 and yen 
09.82, disposed of by Mr. Sargent, who acted 
a* treasurer, in the manner shown in the 
account following. In addition to this fund, 
a further sum of S50 ha* been subscribed by 
a few person* to provide a stone to be erected 
oyer the grave of tbe deceased. 

Statu Bar or aacmm ktto Dtni'BsBKXXTs or 

MONIT OONTKlai'TID IN AID OF THB WIDOW 

am ciriLnaxx or tm mts Tuostaa Scon. 

Ten. Mcr. 

•Received in full from subscribers 
as per lists circulated by Mr*. 
Lewder, Mr*. Fenelloea, Mr 
Fagdon, tbe undersigned, and 
those posted in the Yokohama 
United and German Club* 171.00 1,514.00 

Diaav 

Not. 9 l>aid 
Japs 

at her request 



(Signed) 



* All lists and vouchers are now to be seen at the 
•tore of Messrs. Sargent, Fara&ri k Co. 

With the news of the glorious harvest con- 
firmed on all sides, we looked with some con- 
fidence for a fall in the price of rice ; but 
regret to find the quotation to-dny, for 

[delivery at Ihe end of next month, i* 11.70 

I yen per koku. The price is equivalent 
at 5 \en standard to 22)4 exchange for specie; 
hut with such large surplus supplies of grain 
the price should be below the average, or 
about 4 yen a* in 1872, which means a specie 
exchange of 292. instead of 163 the nominal 

| quotation, but at which no epecic can be 

I bought. 

In face of these fact* there are still several 
' intelligent foreigners and great numbers of 
J Japanese who hold to the belief that kins'itsti 
mint improre. We wish we could shnre their 
confidence ; bat the news given by the Chiugni 
Bulla Shim/'O i* the mo*t serious and im- 
portant that ha* reached us in regard to the 
currency since depreciation first became mark- 




Handed Mrs. S. 
Sundry 



10.60 60.82 



104.18 



Nov. 9 Sold 00 yen ® 1 75^51.43 
,. 14.18 ,. 



21 



8.59 



60.02 



If ex. 

$.25 



Nov. 9 Handed Mr* Seen U. S. 

Greenback 6.00 cost ... 

„ 9 Handed Mrs. Seon U. S. 

.silver M.OO cost 101.76 

„ 0 Handed l!r> Srou Hong- 
kong & Shanghai liank 
draft for U. S. gold 
600/ 0 cost 

„ 9 Paid Mrs. Sean's posaage 
to *»n Francisoo per 
City of 7V>lio. 

>. 26 Refit Mrs S-:on Hongkomr 
k Shanghai Hank draft 
for U.o. go.d 73a.0tt cost 814 53 



Dr. BaitvB, surgeon ol the steamer 71r»»oi* 
of the Messagcrica Maritime* Company, 
whose premature ami lamentable death oc- 
curred on Saturday, Ws* buried in the ceme- 
tery mi Sunday morning (4th instant >. 

Previous to the interment, a funeral service 
was recited by the Abbe Midon in the Catholic 
Church, nt which tho csptain, officer*, and 
men of the VemaUh attended, in company 
with a large concour»e of French citir.en* and 
others. 

Amongst those who assisted at the obsequies 
we saw Monsieur de Rnquetle. minister 
of France to Japan, and the members 
of his legation : also, Monsieur Jouslain, con- 
sul fnr France, and the consular staff j like, 
wise Sigtior Careano. consul for Italv. and, in 
addition, mniv other gentlemen of ihe foreign 
diplomatic, consular, naval, and profession il 



1* a preceding paragraph wo refer to Ihe 
serious illness of Mr. 8«me*him* N'aonobu. the 
Mikado'* minister in France. A* wo go to 
pres* we learn, wiih much regret, that a 
telegram ha* been received announcing his 
death, which took plice in Pari* on the 3rd 
instant. Mr. Sameahiraa has h-en ill for some 
time. The cause of death i* said to have been 
meningitis. 

This event deprive* Japan of an able, con- 
scientious, and faithful servant. 

An arrangement has been romi to hr which 
mails will be carried from Nagasaki to Vladi- 
woalock by steamers of tho Russian navigation 
company. The rate* of postage will be the 
same as those provided for China and Japan. 

To BWttLLSM in this) land it is interesting 
to know that the Herbarium of F.ngelbert 
Kwmpfer, made in Japan at the end of tiis 
sevenlenlh century, i* still in go.*l condition, 
and may b* *eeu at the new Xaliirsl History 
Department of the llrilish Museum at South 
Kensington. Mauy of the plants there seen 
for the first time in Europe, *uch n» camellia*, 
aucubas, certain maples, wcigetas mid retinov 
pora*, are now familiar plants in English 
garden* and plant house*. 

Many of Kajmpfer'a plants were figured and 
de*ribid in his Am*»HnU, puhli.hed in 1712, 
and other* in Sir Joseph Banks' leo.*u S*k*» 
Plantarum utai in Japonut eoUfjit ft ddinMPU 
■ ; published in 1791. 

Tub Kicki iVi'eAi Shinbu* declare* that 
" owing to financial distress," borrowers sr* 
compelled to pay high rate* of interest varying 
with the security offered. Although a legal 
rate of interest prevails in Japan, it appears 
that by agreement tho per cntago may be 
largely increased ; and upon partial cxamins- 



Taitir. excellencies Sanjo and Iwaktira have 
visited Captain 11. R H. the Duke of Oenou, 
on board the Italian corvette t'ittor Pisii .i. 



100 00 



$1,574.02 1,574.0: 



Mr H*r»m. en officer of the agricultural 
' ilcj!"rln)»nt. I:jh rcsignod oflW and :>piilied for 
i |icrmi»*ion io pnrrli:,*' the Tomioka »iik 
: fitrtory and the Sl.iiimachi S|iiiniing 0 taliliah- 
I ineiit. h.itli of »',ii.-li he believe* cull be made 
profttabl* under private control. 



lion of levml b inds for sums v trying from 
100 to 500 yen in amount, tho following art 
said to be the average rate* of interest no*" 

payable per iinnutn. 

TJn»ecnrod I * '">3 per cent 

Secured by government bonds ... 13.53 „ 

„ ., Stocks or shares 12.38 „ 

13 60 

13A6 m 



From (1. >ka also cmncs news of crest mone- 
tary |iris»iiro. No piipir money is *aid to l>« 
fiTlhcoming, oven upon the security of specie: 
and Ihe inconvenience is said to bo so grsat 
that hanker* nro unahle to take up the bills 
of excha:.ce drawn upon them, nil bough th* 
holders urc very pressing. 

We confess our inability to understand this 
stale of things. Japan is a country where 
i-verylhing is inverted. Paper currency is nt 
mii rnorntous discount, and yet in Osuka, 
l!,o centre of Japanese tnde, buaineis is 
•uspeiidi'd for want of a sufficiency. Again, 
ia any olhcr country a hank failing to take up 
it* bill* would speedily find itself io ts* 
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bankruptcy court. For every bill issued, n bank 
receives full value in money : mid the non-pay- 
mciit at due date it a very serious milter 

TnK Maiuichi 8&inhu>i sir* u telegram 
has been received by the government iiihouiip- 
ing the expected arrival of Admiral Les»off*kv 
to-day or to-morrow (81I1 and 9th December) 
Shortly after his arrival, our contemporary 
continue*, the Admiral will proceed to 
Tokio where he will be honoured by an 
audience of the Mikado ; after which lie 
will fiait all the government departments, 
public works, factories, Ac. 4c. The Russian 
legation it fixed upon as his residence. Hint i«, 
he will be the guest of the Russian minister, 
Moruieur dc Strure. 



Wt learn 



that the fine British barque 
liua been sold liv Messrs. 
Walah, Hall 4 Co. for the aum of $ 14.000. A 
Japanese men-hunt is said to be the purchaser. 

Tho Madame Demorttt is one ot the 
handsomest models we have seen in these 
waters ; and her reputation lor sailing w.u 
estab ished by a passage of 25 days from 
to Sun Francisco. The buyer has 
1 a cheap bargain. 

The following detailod description nf the 
mode of compressing the foot nf Chinese 
women, written by Mi** Sophia Norwood, of 
the American Baptist Minainn at Swntnw, 
appears in The Time* of the 20th September . 

" Tha binding of the feet is not began till 
the child baa learnt to walk and do variooa 
things. The bandages are specially mnnufac- 
tnred, and are about 2in. wide and two yards 
Ion); for the first, five yards long for sub- 
sequent yearn. The end of the strip is laid 
on the inside of the foot at the instep, then 
carried over the toes, under the foot and 
round tho heel, the tor* being tho* drawn 
towards and over tho sole, while a hnlgo is 
producod on tha instep and a deep indenta- 
tion in the sole. Tho indentation, it is 
considered, should measure about an inch 
nnd n half from the part of the foot that 
rests on the ground ap to the instep. 
Successive layers of bandages are used till 
the strip is all used, and the end is then 
sewn tightly down. The foot is so squeezed 
upward that, in walking, only the ball nf the 
grcnt toe touches tho ground. Large 
quantities nf powdered alum *ro used to 
prevent ulceration and lesson the offensive 
odour. After a month the foot i« pot in hot 
water to souk some time ; then the bandage 
is carofnlly unwound, much dead cuticle 
coming off with it. Ulcer* nnj other sores 
are often found on the foot ; frequently, too, 
a largo piece of flesh slough* off. tUo s de, 
and one or two toes mny even drop off, in 
which case the woman feels afterward* repaid 
by having smaller and more delicate fi-ct. 
Bach time that bandage is taken off the foot 
is knended, to make tho j lints more flexible, 
and i* then bound up again n* quickly rvs 
possible with a fre»li bandage, winch is 
drawn up moro tightly. During the first 
year the pain is so intense that the sufferer 
can do nothing, and for about two years the 
foot ache* continually, and is the sent of a 
pain which is like the pricking of sharp 
needles. With continued rigorous binding, 
tho foot in two years becomes dead and ceases 
to ache, and, tho whole leg, from the knee 
downward, becomes shrunk, so a» to l>o little 
more than skin rem! bono. When once 
formed, the 'golden lily,' as the Chinese lady 
culls her delicate little foot, can never recover 
it* original shape." 



Tn race meeting held in Mita on Saturday 
and Sunday was a decided success. The atten- 
dance whs very good, and the arrangement*, 
made for the reception of the Imperial Family 
were similar to those at the Nippon Hacr 
Club's last meeting in Yokohama. 

The president of the race course at Mita, 
Mr. Kimura Sohci, deserves to be compliment- 
ed for his rare and attention, and congratulat- 
ed upon the success of a meeting which gavr 
great pleasure to all present. 

Tho racing was remarkably good ; and the 
riding showed a great improvement on all 
previous meetings: but we are sorry lo say 
ihut if r. Walter Loxton, who was asked to 
ride 0'liili, met with a severe nerident, hit- 
horse having fallen with him in the middle of 
(he race. 

The following are the results of yesterday's 
events : — 

First Rack. — Japanese ponies. Time. 

930 yards won by Hokaido 1.08 

Sic»)!D Rack. —Japanese ponies. 



1 Miyaoka 1.56 

2 Iwahashi 

3 Paradoxc 

Japanese ponies. 

■ • • 

1 Higan 1 56 

2 Paradoxe 

3 Ukaku 



2 00 



15.10 yard* 

TntRD Rack.— 
1550 yards 

Foctbtb Raci. — Japanese ponies. 

1550 yard* 1 Chibi 

2 Hirin 

(late Ninroku) 

Fifth Race. — Half-bred ponies. 

1800 ysrds 1 Toyokama* 

2 Bon Rene 

• With 71be. Density. 

Sixtb Raci. — Japanese ponies 

1240 yards 1 Iwahashi 

2 Hakodate 

3 Malauo 

Sivisrn Raci.— Half-bred and Japan poni<« 

18«0 yards 1 Milsosawa 2.20 

(Iste Tawata) 

2 Miyokogawa 

3 Hokaido 



2 12 



1.35J 



ea»h account, consisting, as it is believed to do, 
m .i ilr of kinsatsu, any attempt to use which 
would instantly affect, by 'inflation/ the value 
o! 1 lie while sum already in circulation. The 
a ond reason is. that whereas the government 
m-tv limit the number of vessels sllowed to trade 
on the const, may prohibit all coast carriage in 
f ict, nnd asses* the rate of freight, which virtual- 
ly they now do, they cannot make the people 
s'lip their produce ; consequently, any addition 
In the fleet nf monopoly steamship* would have 
n 1 cfT.'i-r cxi-e-it to add furiher lotscs to those 
declared to he annually sustained by tile 
allege! owner of the present stenrashipconpany. 

Oitr carrespondeiit will, therefore, perceive 
that his suggestions have 111 practical value. 
The pmition i* dear. There is a large quan- 
tity nf surplus grain which the holders refuse 
to sell for currency, and consequently tbey do 
not fend it :<> 11 market, Kvery month adds to 
the del "notation of grain in store, but the 
i unvr h i» 1 ho eons- >la!in 1 of knowing that hi* 
trade, which is rcadv made, is compelled to 
await the dcvclopmo'.t of a new native indus- 
try — a e .vnriiervi il marine — which his govern- 
ment, iu their greater wisdom, seem to regard 
as the parent and creator, instead of the off- 
spring and consequence of commerce. Long 
before a native merchant navy arises under 
such conditions, not only the grain now in 
store, hut its owner* and their sons, will have 
returned to the earth from whence they sprang. 
The converse of this proposition is the absolute 
certainty that if native trade were delivered 
from the cruel restrictions imposed upon it, a 
prosperous flourishing commerce would spring 
up, the natural outcome of which would bo 
the foundation nod rise of a sound and healthy 
merchant navy in the place of tbe forced and 
sickly monopoly now representing theenergy(f) 
of Japan in affair* maritime. 



A coKRCsroHDixT suggests that if the govern- 
ment are firmly resolved to adhere to the policy 
of sacrificing the entire trade of the people ot 
this country in order that the official monopoly 
of the coast trade may be secured unto one 
l>ersoii, the reserve fund of 51,000.000 yen lyinR 
idle in the treasury, *hould tie util17.nl fur the 
additional benefit of that highly privileged 
individual. The proposal made by our cor. 
respondent is rBlhcr wild, but is not altogether 
without originality. It is to the effect that a 
sum of S 15.000.000 should be devoted to (he 
purchsse of steamships, whirh latter should 
then be presented by a grateful nation to the 
person who formerly received a free gill of 
several other vesai-ls from tho government. 
With lh:» powerful addition to the coasting 
fleet, a minimum rate of freight should be 
assessed by law, and by these means tho crea- 
tion of a Japanese merchant navy ond the 
development of native commerce will be 
secured. 

There are two formidable reasons why (hi* 
plan should not bo adopted, and, if adopted, 
should not succeed. Tho first is. that the 
appropriation to any useful object of a 
portion of the reserve fund is impossible, for 
the reserve fund exist* only on piper : 
in reality, it is the balance of tbe currentl 



A KATtVK labouring man standing in or near 
Messrs. Ilourne ft t'o.'s auction room* this 
morning ( Dec 8th). was accosted by a policeman 
who demanded to know what the man was doing. 
The reply was clear, " I am wailing for orders 
from mv master, 1 ' and would have been suf- 
ficiently satisfactory to any one except a 
policeman ; but this gentleman, clothed in 
uniform and authority, strurk the miserable, 
half-starved, ill-clad la'iourer a tevere blow on 
the head with hi* wooden *tnff, and dragged 
him off tn prison or somewhere else. There 
is far loo much of this wanton abuse of author- 
ity on Hie part of these petty tyrants, The 
poor people are subjected to numerous in- 
dignities and humiliations at the hands of 
these persons, and :is the victim* are too 
limid In resent, and fearful lo complain, 
lh«'v hare to suffer in silence. 1* it not 
the dutr of the authorities to instruct these 
guardians of the peace to look after the 
thieves who flourish so prosperously in snd 
shnnMhe sot!lcm»nl, carrying oft whole cart- 
loads of goods undist urlioil / If they attend to 
this dmv we shall be span-d the necessity of 
calling attention to acts of lawless violence 
committed on the person* of apparently in- 
nocent p„r.r people, or guilty of no greater 
crime than poverty. 

We cannot do heller than recommend this 
zealous and estimable policeman to try similar 
proceedings with a foreigner. The result will 
enlighten him considerably. 



The Hon, Messrs. Tr»«ci>tt rind Swift, tlio 
United Slate* High Commissioners who 
accompanied 'ho present U.S. Minister M 
Puking, arrived nt Shanghai on Saturday 
(i'Vi Nov ) by tho C M. S X. Co. \ steamer 
Fuugthun.—N.-C IWy StW$. 
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" AND TREATY PROPOSALS 



To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 
8i» : — Even the best constituted stomach 
moat feel nauseated by the never-ending 
amount of selflaudution which the editor or 
the Japan Daily Herald is again end again 
offering aa incense to hia own nostrils, or in 
celebration of hia having published the Japanese 
propoaala for treaty revision. In Inst Satur- 
day's Herald " the foolish fuss mado here 
about the publication " is compored with what 
is aaid to hare just taken place in Constanti- 
nople, where a note from the Porte to the 
European powers was communicutod to the 
correspondent of the Timet on the «arae day ou 
which it was handed to the ambassadors for 
'ion to their governments. The com- 
is not happily chosen, for it is to be 
aed that Iho Turkish note was thus com- 
to the newspaper correspondent by 
at between the ambassadors, wbilo the 
propoaala were clandestinely commu- 
nicated to the Herald by a aingle diplomatist, 
whoae action was emphatically repudiated by 
all his colleagues. A much more fitting parallel 
to what took place here, is to be found in the 
proceedings ot the extra-clerk in the British 
foreign office, who, during the negotiations 
previous to the Berlin congress, divulged to the 
Qlobe newspaper tho secret treaty between 
England and Russia. For it appears that 
Chevalier de Stoelwegen had no authority to 
diecoaa the Japanese proposals, which were 
only banded to him for transmission to his 
government, a circumstance of which he took 
an advantage that waa by no means intended 
by the Japanese government. 

The publication of the proposals did no 
credit to any of tho parties implicated in the 
matter, and one of them hue already suffered a 
> but joat rebuke for hia part in the per- 
The other party will probably go 
and may even have made soms 
sry profit by the sale of a few 
extra copica of hia paper : to this he is heartily 
welcome, but as now nearly six months have 
elapsed, it ia only a reasonable demand that 
the brag over the transaction should cease, and 
with it the airing of very questionable moral 
principles. 

It is worthy of remark thot in the para- 
graph alluded to in last Saturdays Herald it 
is the Charge a* Affaire* for the Netherlands, 
who is now credited with the publication : 
•Mho publication in the Herald, by Mr. de 
i, of the treaty proposals of the 
nt" It is the first time I have seen 
It is in contradiction to the 
boosts of the editor of the Herald that 
hing the proposals he had •• done some 
aerrice to the atate " and I doubt vcrv much 
whether the line wonld have been penned l,n,] 
Mr. do Stoetwegf n remained in Japan. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

TALIS ftUALIS. 
Yokohama, 30th Nov., 1880. 



of about 180 dozen that I had couaigned 
to a Japanese in Tokio for sale. The 
result of subsequent preceding! at the Tokio 
Saibansho waa that the judge found that 
the goods muat be confiscated to the Japa- 
nese government, became the preparation con- 
tained a email proportion of opium the sale 
of which is not allowed in Japan. So far so 
good, hut. would you be iwpriud to hear that 
the confiscated medicine is now being sold by a 
employe one Dr. Mataumoto, 

Suruga-cho, 
Tokio, 

having been repacked, renamed, and put 
before the Japanese public as the " Sen-yakku" 
(or holy medicine) manufactured by the 

Shisei-do. 
Tokio. 

When 1 applied to the Nuimusho for a permit 
for lb" unrestricted sale of "Pain Killer" 
I complied with their regulations and sent a 
full prescription of the ingredients, which latter 
has doubtless been made use of by cither Dr. 
Muleuinoto or his friends. 

I in, Ac, 

F. A. Con. 
Agent for Perry Da via & Son, 
Providence R. & 



settlement, who haa transacted notarial busi- 
ness at H. M. Consulate during the last few 
months, can corroborate the statements here 



Your obedient servant, 

MERC A TOR 

Dec. 2nd, 1880. 



A GRIEVANCE. 

To tho editor of the Japan Qateitt. 
Diab Sib, — I desire to appeal to you, or to 
some of your learned readera, for information 
on a point that may, at one time or other, 
be of interest to us. 

Business forces me unfortunately , but fre- 
quently, to attend beforo the British Consul, 
or his substitute, to obtain his notarial attesta- 
tion ol my signature. For this I pay tho sum 
of one clean Mexican dollar. Formerly, the 
value received for thia aum was the following] 
" I, Russell Robertson (or Hiram Shaw Wilkin- ' 
sod as the case may be) H. B. M. Consul (or 
Acting Cousul) at Kanagawa, Japan, do hereby 
certify that the name A. B. subscribed to 
tho annexed document is the true and pro- 
per signature of the aaid A. B." Then fol- 
low signature and date. Now, although I 
did not quite ace why I should pay for this, 
(we rarely do understand these payments), yet 
1 felt I had received a good substantial niece 
of 

present moment a change has come over the 
scene, not in respect of the payment, however, 
for I atill have to pay a clean Mexican dollar. 



JAPANESE CONVERTS. 

To the editor or the Japan Gatette. 

Diak '^IR, — lu your very interesting account 
of the Agriculiuru College at Sapporo. I notice 
ono omission, which I beg leave to fill. You 
refer to certain books such as " Heart Life." 
" Blending Lights " and " Fountain ol Life" and 
suggest that these are possibly medical works. 
Now, Sir, this is not the case ; and I regret 
to find that you or your contributor are not 
acquainted with these very worthy and estim- 
able moral books. The omitted fact, however, 
is thot those young students st Sapporo college 
have all become Christians: the truth finding 
its way with such celerity amongst them that 
they were all baptised in one day. Since the 
French missionaries on the Nysnza baptised 
50,000 Tze-tzes in a morning. I hare heard of 
no more cheering account of miasionary labour. 
Candour, neverthlcsa, compels me to con fees that 
this great work was not accomplished withost 
raising feelings of an unchristisn character. 
The gentleman who had laboured hard to 
instruct these youths in tho elements of the 
faith left for a brief holiday, and during his 
absence another labourer — but not in that 
especial vineyard — stepped in and gathered 
the fruit: in fact, baptised them all right off. 
This, it seems to me, was a very reprehensible 
proceeding ; like stepping in, Sir, to your office 
in your temporary absence, and appropriating 
the monthly profits of your valuable journal. 
The fact remains that these young men in lbs 
wilderness now hear witness to the true faith 
and will carry the Word, I trust, amongst 
their benighted countrymen, who are now 
wandering in the dark i 
and ignorance. 



November 28tb, 1880. 



O- 



SAPPOBO RAILROAD. 



To tho Editor of tl.e Japan Gatelte. 
Dkar 8ir : — In a note in your issue of 22<>A 
good substantial' piece tuatant in reference to the railway to connect 
legal Anglo-Saxon for my money. At the ' Otarunat with Sapporo. I notice : — "The line 

■' which is heavily laid." • • • is going on at 
' the rate of a mile a day." 
"The distance from Olarunai to Sapporo, 
but in return for that evasive coin this is what 1 " ! * ot «*ceod twenty-five miles." 



FOREIGN AND JAPANESE PATENT 
MEDICINES. 

To tho editor of the Japan Gazette. 
Diab 8ir:— Some time ago the Japanese 
government obstructed the sale of Messrs. 
Perry Davis and Son's patent medicine. Pain 
Killer, and at the tame time teized a quantity 



I get :— " Vu pour legalisation," with date, and 
official signature. 

Now, Sir. this is an enigma to me. I feel 
inclined to ask is the English language played 
oul, or legal phraseology a failure? After dis- 
cussing the matter with some friends, we came 
lo I ho conclusion lliut the best stej> was to ask 
\ >u . — 

1st. — Is tho Fronch tongue tho legal lan- 
guage of Britons? 

2nd. — It this phraseology adopted in accor- 
dance with the proviaious of the Judicature 
Acts or the Summery Jurisdiction Act ? 

3rd.— Anyhow, is the deed legal with such 
an attestation ? 

4th. — Is this an application of any of tho 
new American labour saving apparotuses to 
notarial labour ? 

It will at once occur to you that this is a 
most important point, involving the validity 
of contracts, of transfer of land, 4c. I desire 
to repeat that any British merchant in tho 



"To construct a railway at the rate of a 
" mile a day is something utterly unheard of 
"in this country, and Colonel Crawford de- 
" serves high commendation for the 
'• displayed." 

Will you permit me to ask whether the eo.i. 
ttrttction of this railway was not commenced 
more limn twenty-five days ago? And how 
many miles of it have been eonttructed at the 
rale of a mile a day? 

Yours faithfully, 
Tokio, 25th November, 1860. 



E. 



ECHO IN NAVIGATION*. 



To the editor of the Japan OateiU. 
Silt :— Having before me an oid edition of 
the Japm Odette dated Slh January 1879. my 
attention was drawn lo an article headed •• Echo 
in navigation," the perusal of which has induced 
mo to inform you, and with your p •mi« i<>n , 
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through the medium of your paper, all whom 
it may concern, that I have found echo in 
foggy weather of invaluable benefit during 
my atay iu the northern part of Japan, where 
fag* often preTuil for day*, and where unknown 
current* make the ahip'a poiition very doubtful. 
An echo of the report from a gun hit anted 
my vessel, and probably aevernl lires, on more 
than one occasion by indicating the vicinity 
and direction of land, but I muat atate, that 
when among a group of ialanda, it never 
named the one from which it came, and I can 
not understand how Cupt. D. — of the Him. 
thima-imtru, (of whom mention waa made in the 
above article) could come to the conclusion 
that the response to hia fog-signal indicated 
Rock Ialand, when the chances were that the 
roterberatiou proceeded from one ef tho other 
ialanda. or from Cupe Idzu in that vicinity. Had 
the latter bean the caae, I nm quite sure 
tho liirothimu-maru, would have found her 
resting place soniewhcro betido the French 
mail steamer sunk there some years ago. 

Your article, which seems to be a review of 
aome correspondence on tho subject between 
" Cornubia " and Mr. Mahlmaun, coincide* with 
the latter gentleman 'a opinion aa to the neces- 
sity of using extreme caution before relying 
upon echo, aa do I, particularly in auch place* 
aa the northern part of Japan, where the 
currents during foga sometime sweep a vessel 
in a few hours from one aide of an islnnd 
to the opposite side, or from one island 
to another. I found the currenta at all times 
very irregular, changing ofteu suddenly, caus- 
ing heavy overfalls; sometimes two distinct 
currents set iu opposite directions with great 
violence, their adjoining boundary line being 
clearly defined. Being too busy with other 
mutter* I can uot give you any data, but 
upon reading the article before mentioned I felt 
much pleated to ace your willingness to assist 
in a work which Mr. Mahlmaun offered to 
undertake, namely the labour of compiling nil 
observations on currents and echoes on an 
uniform base, but on inquiry, am sorry to 
And that hitherto nothing hat been published. 
Surely Mr. Mablmano it not keeping all the 
report* (if any wero tent to him) for hi* own 
information, or have you refused to publish 
those that he may have sent to you ? 

Myself, and many more being much in- 
terested in the above, 1 solicit your kind aid 
iu once more endeavouring to aroutoan interest 
in a work of the utmost benefit to nil con- 
cerned in shipping ; perhaps a hint to the 
Mitsu Bishi Company or tho Marine Board 
would materially assist in this mutter. 



SEALSKIN. 



ECHO IN NAVIGATION. 

To the editor of the Japan GatetU. 

D«AB Sir:— Will you kindly allow me 
enough space in your valuable paper to inform 
•' Sealtkin '* and all interetted in the matter, 
that I am keeping all the reports on Echo and 
Current! for my own information, and that on 
account of this very good reaaon you were 
unable to publish the same F Further, that 
the total amount of report* tent me amounted 
to one, and that one proved valueless, for, upon 
determining the ships position according to 
the given current, the should have been on 
the summit of Nira hill, in the province of 
Idru. about twelve miles iuland and nearly 
5,000 fort uhi'W the level of the tea, in place 
of her actual position, vix : some Iwslve mile* 
E.8.E. of Rock Island- It it but jott to ttate 



that thit report was not tent by a foreigner, 
and that the sender's good intentions, together 
with hit defective knowledge of the English 
language, entitle hit apparent ignorance to the 
benefit of a doubt. I looked at it in thia light 
and did not ask you to publish this, the first 
and only report in my possession. 

I am, however, much pleated to tea " Seal- 
skin's" interest in the matter of fogs and cur- 
rent!, and hope that he will receive your support 
to animate a aimilar interest in others, for we 
are all aware that currents, whose unknown 
set and drift arc generally brought more im- 
pressively to our notice during or directly 
after fogt than during fine weather, are de- 
serving of far more attention than it allotted 
to them. Many shipwrecks are annually at- 
tributed to unknown currents, and what is 
more natural or praiseworthy than the endea- 
vour to get acquainted with a cnuso which 
ha* such evil effects ? 

I am, dear sir, 

Your* very respectfully, 

J. J. MAHLMANN. 



FATRFLAY. 



To the editor af the Japan Qattti, 

Dbab Hie : — Whatever difference* of opinion 
mar exist among English gentlemen s* to 
their rights in discussing the published deci- 
sions of judge*, there can be none whatever 
as to the utterly abominable course pursued 
by your contemporary the Herald, in com- 
menting, before trial, on one of the most im- 
portant cases that has ever occurred in the 
Far East. In the intsresti of good order and 
the British nam* for fairplay, I trntt that 
action will at once be taken to bring the 
offender to justice for thit most flagrant abuse 
of the cherished privileges of a Fret Prett. 

I am, yours. 4c., 

A BRITISH MISSIONARY. 

Tokio, 4th Dec, 1880. 




In H. B. M.'t Co cut fob J in*. 

Before It. T. Minnie, Etq., /rJos. 
Wednesday, Jkcembtr 8fA, 1880. 
Moxtaoui Lew vs. Thr Chabtkbid Mbbcab- 
tile Bajsi or Ikdia, Londo* i*d China. 



given to him by the plaintiff, the bank would 
certainly be liable to the plaintiff for tho 
lot* sustained by him. 

It is then only necosaary for mo to son. 
aider how far. if at all. the later inatructiont) 
given by the plaintiff to the defendant cor- 
poration, so far as the collection of the draft*) 
waa concerned, controlled or varied those pre- 
viously given. In the earlier instructions tho 
defendant corporation was inatructed to col- 
lect at current rate* of exchange to thai 
plaintiff might receive tho exact amount of 
draft*. In the later instruction* the de- 
fendant corporation waa told that in the evont 
of the drawer* of tho bills in question refut- 
ing to accept they were authorised to deliver 
to the drawers the shipping and other 
document* relating to the bills. 

I fail to tee how the tpecial authority to 
deliver up the collateral eeouritiee in ths 
event of the drawees refuting to accept tho 
draft in quettion in any way alters or varies 
tho former tpecial inetructiont to collect or 
obtain payraant of the full amount of tho 
draft*, or that it iu any way authorised tho 
defendant corporation to acqnit or deli*** 
up those draft* to the drawees on payment 
of a lesser sum than that for which they 
were drawn, and I am therefore of opinion 
that the plaintiff haa made out hia caae as 
to the principal aum claimed. There only 
remains the question of interest. I think that 
tho plaintiff is only entitled to interest from 
the date of the petition being filed. 

There will be judgment for the plaintiff 
in tho sum of $251 and costs, with interest 
on tbo principal turn at the rate of 10 per 
cent, per annum from tho date of tbo pstiUom 



I regret that owing to my absence from 
Yokohama judgment in tbi* case should have 
been so long delayed. The issue in it is very 
nnrrow. I he plaintiff alleges that the de- 
fendant corporation being employed by him 
at his agent to collect certain drafts in New 
York under special letters of inatrnction 
dated reapectivi ly lilth December 1H"8, and 
27th January 1879, failed to carry out these 
instructions, whereby and by renton of their 
negligence, ho has suffered loss to the 
extent of $251, and he sues to recover 
that amount from them. The defendant 
corporation appeared by ila manager who 
admitted that the aforesaid instructions, 
given by the plaintiff in regard to the col- 
lection of the drafts, had not been carried 
out, but apnrt|from certain further instruc- 
tion* in writing, dated 4tb. March 1879, 



Thwiday, D*c. 9th, 1880. 
Rsowa w. W. H. Talbot and J. R. 
proprietor* and publishers of tbo 
GatetU. 

Tbo defendants appeared in answer to tht) 

following summons: — 

I* Has BarrAjntic Muss-it's Couwr fob J a* aw. 
T»* 1st day of D*ermitr, 1880. 

Whereas information on oath haa been laid 
before this Court for that you did print and publish 
in number I9M of Saturday the 27th day of Novem- 
ber last of a newspaper called the Japan Gazette 
printed and published by you and one James Ray- 
mond Anglin at the Japan Qaaette Printing Office 
at No. TO Main street Yokohama Japan a certain 
letter headed " Mr. Martin Dohmen a* a Britiah 
Judge" and turned "British Subject" and con- 
taining serious imputations and contemptuous 
expressions against Mr Martin Dohmen a* a Judge 
of Her Britannic Majesty's Court for Japan. 

Therefor* you are hereby commanded in Her 
Majesty's name to appear before this Court on 
Thursday the 0th day of December instant at 1QP 
SO/ in the forenoon to shown cause why you should 
not be dealt with according to law for the aaidooa- 
tempt- 

The court room was crowded by residents 

and a number of Japanese student* from 
Tokio. In the jury box and on chairs on tho 
opposite tide of the bench sat several Japa- 
nese judges, including Messrs. Nishigata 
and Otsuka of the Joto Saibansho, Naka- 
mnra, president of tho Yokohama Saibansho, 
and Yamamoto also of the Yokohama Sai- 
bansho, who were accompanied by Mr. Russell, 
interpreter. 

On the right band of the judge tat 
the acting assistant judge, Mr. Martin 
Dohmen, and on the left Mr. Niehi Shige- 
nori, president of the Joto Saibansho. 

The deepest interest was manifested is the 
proceeding* by all in court. 

His honour: — Who appoujs for 



the do. 
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THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 



Mr. Lowder : — I nppear for Mr. Tnlhnt. 

Mr. Litchfield: — 1 appear for Mr. Anglin. 

His honour: — And the defendant* arc also 
present I presume. 

Mr. Lowder: — The defendants arr present. 

Hie honour: — I suppose the defendants 
appear to show musi- why tiny should not 
be punished according to law. 

Mr. Lowder:— Yes. There Iwing no attach- 
meut I presume it will be in order for me 
first of nil to show e'ltnse. Perhaps the clerk 
of the court will read the affidavit, or will 
the conrt accept it m» road ? 

His honour : — I think it may as well be 
taken as read. 

Mr. Lowder: — Bof>>re proceeding to show 
canso I desire to take exception to tho juris- 
diction of this court — 

Mr. Litchfield (interrupting) : — May I ask 
your honour to grant permission to Mr. 
Anglin to retire in order to attend to his 
daily businoss. lie hns appeared in nnswer 
to tho suDiinons, and I presutuo t hut is suffi- 
cient for the present. 

His honour :- No, I cannot grant the 
application. 

Mr. Iiowder: — 1 presume I muy continun 
my remarks on tho jurisdiction of tho court. 

His honour: Ye*. I presumo you will 
argue for both defendants. 

Mr. Lowder:— The other defendant will 
tako advantage of my argument* on thin 
point. 

His honour : — Very well. 

Mr. Ixjwder: — Before proceeding to argue 
on the jurisdiction of this conrt, I wish to lie 
informed as to the constitution of the court 
as sitting to-day, aa I obaerve that the act- 
ing assistant judge is Hitting on the bench, 
which, by the Order in Council, bo clearly has 
no right to do. 

Hi* honour : — There [ don't agree with 
you. The court consists of a jndgo and an 
acting autataut judge, who is sitting to-dny 
at my request. 

Mr, Lowder: — With all due deferenco to 
the court I submit thnt under the Order in 
Council the acting assistant judge has no 
right to sit on the bench and take part in 
theeo proceedings. 

Hit honour: — I disagree with you Mr. 
Lowder. 

Mr. Lowder : — I only make tho objection 
because the Order in Council does not givo 
the acting assistant judge power to sit on 
the bench iu a case of this nature 

His honour : — Surely I hsvo a right to 
ask whom I like to sit on the bunch with me. 

Mr. Lowder: — Clearly so, as ono of the 
audience. 

Hi* honour: — No, not aa one of tho audi- 
ence. However, I will tako down what seems 
to me a very frivolous ohjection. 

Mr. Lowder: — I only object to tho acting 
assistant judge taking |Mirt in these, proceed- 
ing*. 

Ilia hononr : — Very well. It will then be 
time enough for you to object when he dees 
take part in the proceedings. 

Mr. Lowder then proceeded with his argu- 
ment on the non-jurisdiction of the Court. 
He said : — 

May it please your honour. The point T 
am about to raise is so simple that it will not 
require any great length or elaboration of 
argument. The power of punishing contempt 
of court by fine or imprisonment is one *hich 
should never be put in motion bnt with the 
utmost care and ciicumspectiou. Contempt 
of court is a cr inal offence; aud it is the 
only criminal oll-uco known to tho laws of 
Great Britain in respect of which the court 
itself is at once the accuser, tho jndgc, and 



tho jury ; ami where the accused is, therefore, 
deprived of those safeguards with which tho 
liberty of th« subject i« surrnundud when ho 
is licensed of other offences. It is a power of 
such potency that it tuny bo doubted whether 
its unrestricted exercise over should be, or 
enn have Iken intended to be, entrusted to 
any jndgo whose education has nut taught 
him how and when to wield it. Its use in 
the hands of tho unlearned is liable to the 
most terrildo abuse, the consequences of 
which to an innocent person may be to the 
last degree disastrous, because he can have, 
no appeal. The subject is, therefore, or may 
be, ns regards this particular crime (that is 
to say if the courts in Japan possess this 
power), literally at the mercy of the lumper, 
or tho caprice, or tho indulgence, — it may be 
tho digestion, — of a fellow. being whose' 
feelings he may hare had the mi.ifoi'tnne to 
wound ; nf one who, while ho mnv possess, 
tjc t'jjiciu, the power of punishing, hisdiscretion 
may yet be unleavened, uninfluenced, and 
unrestrained by those teachings of history 
uud tradition which go to form the character 
nod which govern nnd guido tho thought and 
nction of Kngiishuic", iu whatever position 
they may find themselves, whet her presiding 
in a conrt of law, or whether conducting a 
newspaper; and of one who may, as a conse- 
quence," bo utterly incompetent to form a 
just and accurate conception of the reason , 
why so grcnt a power is entrusted to English 
judges, or on what occasions that power may j 
be titly used It is conceivable that the law i 
may be invoked to the assistance of the court 
against one person, and not against another, j 
though the true dignity of the court and the 
duo administration of justice may stand in I 
greater need of protection from the bitter ' 
than from the former. And indeed this 
community has lately witnoased, — in respect 
of these very proceedings, — just such aj 
capricious exercise of this power as I have | 
imagined to bo conceivable. No sooner was 
it known that tbo defendants, who are now | 
before tho court, bad been cited to appear and j 
purge the contempt that is alleged against | 
them, than tho editor of another newspaper 
proceeded tn comment upon their actions iu aj 
manner intended to injure thorn in the eyes J 
of their fellow-residents, and calculated to ' 
prejudice tho trial of this case. And yet I [ 
bavo not heard that tbo court has been 
moved to take notice of this clear case of 
contempt on tho part of tho editor of the 
Japan Daily Htrald — 

His honour: - If yoo are not intending, 
Mr. Lowder. to call evidence in reference to 
this, why, 1 cannot accopt your remarks on 
the subject. 

Mr. Lowder: — I simply refer to it because 
ono paper has been summoned for contempt 
while nnnther, which has committed us great 
contempt, has not been summoned. 

His honour; — Very well, I cannot take 
any notice of that unless you arc going to 
call evidence in reference to it. 

Mr. Lowder: — Then f will say nothing 
further on tho point, and proceed with my 
argument. The ol>ject of that argument is not 
to obtain the punishment, of other wrongdoers 
nor, for the present, at least, tho vindication 
of my client from the offei.ee of which he is 
accused. What I shall endeavour to show 
is, that this conrt does not possess the 
power which, as I gather from the form of 
tho citation, it may purpose to ctcrcisi-, 
namely, the power of summarily punishing a 
contempt committed otherwise than in facia 
eurim and of the nature of that alleged 
against tho elofcudants. Contempts of court 
may be divided into two general classes 



of contempts fit enurt, and contempts out of 
court. By the common law of England the 
superior courts at Westminster have, from 
time immemorial, possessed and exorcised the 
power of punishing, by summary process, 
all such contempts. Other courts of record, 
inferior to the courts of Westminster, have 
also, from time immemorial, possessed, at 
common law, tho power of punishing con- 
tempts committed t» faeie eurim ; but not 
others. My contention will be that this 
court, though it undoubtedly has the power 
to punish for the first, and in some instances 
for the second class of contempt, ita author- 
ity and jurisdiction are not coeval with 
the authority and jurisdiction over con- 
tempts possessed and exercised by the 
superior courts at Westminster; that it 
is an inferior court of record ; and that if it is 
so or not its power to pnnish for contempt 
is strictly limited and confined, and doea not 
extend to the punishment of a contempt com- 
mitted out of court, such as that of which 
the defendants stand accused. I have looked 
through all the authorities at my command, 
and I have been nnable to find a single in- 
stance where it is said that an inferior court 
of record has inherent power to commit for 
a contempt out of conrt. The superior 
courts nt Westminster represent the supreme 
conrt of tho land ; and thoir power is coeval 
with their original constitution and has 
always beon exercised by them. They sre 
all divisions of the aula regit, where the king 
himself is supposed to havo dispensed justice, 
and thoir power to commit was an emanation 
from the royal authority, for any contempt 
would bo a contempt of tho sovereign. 
But it is not so in tho case of inferior 
courts ; and no case can be found where this 
power has beon oxercisod by an inforior 
conrt. 

His honour: — What do you call an in- 
ferior court, Mr. Lowder? 

Mr. Lowilcr: — I shall come to that pre- 
sently, your honour. [Argument continued.] 
These considerations alono, for which I have, 
and will presently adduce, the highest 
authority, would, I submit, be sufficient to 
dispose of the order in response to which I 
am here to-day. Bat there is another aspect 
of the case. The Order in Council itself, 
under which this court is constituted, shows 
the extent of the power of punishing for con- 
tempt which was intended to be conferred on 
the court. (Mead sect. 155). All tbo powers 
conferred by sect. 155 are incident to the 
common law. Why, therefore, confer thoso 
powers by special provision unless tho object 
were to show how far the court is entitled to 
proceed under the common law, — or, in other 
words, to restrict the power tho court would 
have possessed under the common law but for 
this section. Bnt it may be said that this aec- 
tion waa not intended to curtail the general 
jurisdiction of tho court to fino or imprison at 
the discretion of a judge, for contempts other 
timo thoso enumerated in the section. This 
would load to an inconsistency. If the con- 
tempt were committed in the face of the 
court, tho judgo could only imprison the 
offender for seven days, or fino him $25 ; 
wUile. for *i contempt out of court, surely a 
lesser offence, liu might line him hundreds of 
dollars, or imprison him for boveral months. 
I therefore contend that tho Order iu Council 
must bo understood to confine the power 
to the install.:! .-> given, and to tho extent 
limited by section 155. This was so held 
in the case of The Queen v. Lffroy, reported 
in L. R., 8 Q. B., 131. Soo also, sections 4, 
Gi, ~i of the Order, and miscellaneous 
rales, criminal and civil, No. 1. 
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Mr. Lewder read the whole case; and ap- 
plied it, by comment, to the present rate. 

Hit honour:— I don't know, Mr. Lowder, 
that yon have shown that thia is an inferior 
coort. 

Mr. Lowder replied, contending that the 
of Her Britannic Majesty's 



Court for Japan ia 
ground!, and ia limited to 




aa the English county courts ; and main- 
tained that even if the court wai a conrt of 
record yet it had no powor to punish 
for contempt committed outside of the 
conrt ; even though the Conrt for Japan were 
a supreme court, yet it baa no power to try 
for contempt committed out of the court, as 
was clearly shown by section 4 of the Order 
in Council. Continuing his remarks, Mr. 
Lowdoi aaid:— I say that the jurisdiction 
of this Conrt muat be in accordance with 
section 155 of the Order in Council. 
• His Honour :— I see your point clearly, 
Mr. Lowder. 

Mr. Lowdor:— The only mention of a 
Supreme Court of Kocord throughout the 
whole of the Order in Conncil is to be found 
in rule 339 (rule read). That is the only 
allusion to, or where a Supreme Court is 
mentioned in so many words, in the Order 
in Council. The lord chief jnstioo has 
ruled that the county courU have not the 
power to punish for contempt. 

His honour : — The whole of your argu- 
ment comet to this, that it is to be implied 
that the power of this court to punish for 
contempt is takeu away from it by clause 
155 in the order in council. 

Mr. Lowder :— Exactly so. And if I am 
overruled, I most be overruled on the pro- 
vincial courts also. 

Hia honour: — There I don't agree with 
yon. The point at issue is can a snpreme 
court of record have taken away from it tin 
inherent right by a clause which has nothing 
to do with it. 

Mr. Lowder : — I contend that the clause 
bears that construction and no othor. And 
I also think that the power to punish for 
contempt ia also taken away from it by 
clause 4 and clause 64. 

His Honour:— I don't seo that clause 4 
has anything to do with it. However, the 
point is an important one and I will con- 
sider it. 

Mr Litchfield then addressed tho court. 
He aaid that in an important case of this 
kind where ihe liberty of the subject and the 
liberty of the press is involved, he consider- 
ed it incumbent upon him to make a few 
remarks on the same subject thnt his learned 
friend had so ably commented npon. There 
were two kinds of contempt of court ; one, the 
gravor, was committed when the court was 
sitting and in the presence of the judge; the 
othor, the lessor, wns contempt out of court, 
such as writing let ten, etc. The learned 
counsel then called in question the juris- 
diction of the court to try for contempt coin- 
milted ont of court, arguing tl"<l t li if* 
was a new conrt. and was nothing more than 
a county court and could hnvo no more 
power than was given it by the statute. 

Hi* honour: — It has been held that a 
colonial court recently founded is a court 
of record and baa full power. And it ia 
quite clear that courts can he constructed 
with power beyond that possessed by county 



Mr. Litchfield : — No new court can have 
more power than is given to it by Act of 
Parliament ; and this conrt can have no 
further power than that given to it by 
- it. I say that 



tho power of thia court is limited by sec 
155 of the Order in Council, which deals 
expressly with one kind of contempt and 
leaves the other untouched ; and as in n 
county court this court can only sit in judg 
ment on the kind of contempt referred to in 
the clause. 

His honour:— Both yon and Mr. Lowdor 
lay stress on the fact of tho power of a connly 
court being limited. But how ia the power 
of this court limited ? 

Mr. Litchfield :— I am going to show by 
the Order in Council that its powor is limited 
(Sections 54 and 57 read). 

HiB honour: — That soems to me to 
strengthen the power of the court. 

Mr. Litchfield :— Not at all. I contend, 
with all due respect to tho court, that sec- 
tions 54 and 57 of the Order in Council con 
cluaively show the limited jurisdiction of the 
court and that tho legislnturc only gave if 
a limited power. Were it otherwise, the lesser 
offence would be the greater and tho greater 
the less, and the power of the court would 
be nulimited. 

Mr. Lowder :— I 
take notice of 
Ltfroy. 

Hia honour:— Do you go to the length of 
saying that the insertion of clauao 155 in the 
Order in Council whs intended to limit the 
power of this oourt and to limit the power 
of the Supreme Court for China and Japan ? 

Mr. Lowder :— Exactly so. (Clause read). 
I could not have a clearer argument. 

His honour :— Suppose this court has net 
the power yon say it has not, how would you 
proceed for a prohibition? Suppose the Sn- 
preme Court in Shanghai is as you aay, to whom 
would you apply for a prohibition P Suppose 
the Privy Council was within a day's reach, 
would you apply to it ? 

Mr. Lowdor:— I do not know whether they 
would eutcrtain the application. 

His honour:— Then does it not show thnt 
the Supreme Court in Shanghai has more 
power than you assign to it? 

Mr. Lowdor:— I will refer your honoor to 
Does it not come to this, thai 



—I hope your honour will 
the point raised in E*g. v- 



this court has superior jurisdiction becausi 
there is no power to prevent it from assuming 
that jurisdiction. 

Mr. Litchfield continued hia argument : — 
He referred his honour to the case of Thos. 
Ramsay as reported in the 3rd vol. of P. C. 
Reports p. 427, which waa a case for con- 
tempt of court in Lower Canada. The peti- 
tioner had been convicted, and he appealed, 
and the superior court held that the court 
which tried the caso had no jurisdiction on 
the ground that one judge Bitting alone has 
no power to convict for contempt. 

Mr. Litchfield having concluded hia re- 
marks his honour said that the defendants 
must appear again on Monday next, at 10 
o'clock in the forenoon. 



Is the Yokohama. Saibajtsiio. 

Before NaCAMCRA Mototosbi, Esq., Judge. 
Thurviay, Dectmfvr 2nd, 1880. 
A MoRCTTI V*. HORICCM DlKBII. 
Mr. Moretti appeared in person. The de- 
fendant was represented by Mr. Sekijima 
Uhci. 

The plaintiff's petition read as follows: — 
Last year I received 2,000 cards of silk- 
worm-eggs from Haaegawaya (Horiuchi Den- 
bci), a merchant doing business nt No. 45 
Onoyecho Sanchome, on which 1 advanced 
him $190.20, and promised him a further 
gum in proportion to the profit (if any) I 



should make on them, it being agreed that 
I should pay him such further snm (if any) 
on my arrival in Japan this year. 

Contrary to my expectations the eggs were 
so bad that they caused me a considerable 

I did not fail to inform the defendant of 
that fact immediately on my arrival this 
year, and to tell him that, under the circum- 
stances of course, 1 could not pay him any- 
thing more. 

Ho was quite satisfied with ray explanation 
and promised to give 2,000 cards of good 
quality this year in order to compensate mo 
for my loss, for which I was to pay him only 
half of their market value in cash, but should 
pay him tho balanee/iext year in proportion 
to tho result achieved. He assured me that 
ho was quite sure of being ablo to carry out 
his promise, as ho had with him a number of 
silk-farmers. 

Suzuki Shokiehi, my ban to, waa prosent 
during this conversation. 

On my part 1 promised to pay hi in 1300.00 
if ho did what he had promised, but it was 
well understood that I should not pay him 
that sum until he should have brought me the 
goods, with which arrangement be was well 
satisfied. Two days afterwards the defendant 
enmo to my place and askod me to lend him 
some money as he was a little short, and 
again assured me that he would bo sure to 
bring me 2,000 carda as agroed. 

Belioving him to be an honest man and to 
be acting in good faith I did not heaitale to 
advance him $150.00 cautioning him at the 
same tiino not to fail to carry ont his con- 
tract. 

After that day I only taw him from time 
to time whon he brought me some samples to 
look at hut never the goods in question. 
A few days ago he again requested mo to lend 
him some money, which, of course, I refused 
to do. And i" am now perfectly convinced 
that he has no intention whatsoever of carry, 
ing ont his agreement. 

I therefore pray that the defendant he 
ordered to carry out his contract or to return 
me my bargain money. 

The defendant in bis answer denied having 
made any poiitiv» agreement to deliver plain- 
tiff 2,000 cards this year, and further denied 
having received $150 00 as bargain money on 
the same. 

The plaintiff being asked by tho court 
what he had to say in reference to defen- 
dant's answer to tho petition, stated : 

I have received defendant's answer. He 
denies having received $150.00 bargain money 
from mo. This is a falsehood. I gave him 
$50 in cash and a ohequo for $100.00 on tho 
Oriental Bank. Nobody waa present whon I 
paid him this money, my "banto" being 
absent from Yokohama at the time. The 
defendant gave me a Japanese, receipt for the 
amount which, of course, I could not read, 
but which, thinking it all right, I accepted. 

Whon my banto came back I told him 
what I hnd done and showed him the receipt. 
Hv at once told me that defendant bad 
| deceived mo and written out the receipt in 
such a manner as to make the $150 appear 
as part of balanoo due to defendant from 
last year's transaction. 

Concerning last year's transaction I nei- 
ther gave defendant a written agreement 
nor dtd I sign one. It was a bind ft U 

{ transaction. I have not got tho account 
here, bat after deducting tho advance of 
J 19(1 20 made to defendant, and thu ex- 
penses, my loss on the transaction amounts 

!to*35or $95, 

Digitized by doodle 
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This amount the defendant actually owes 
Tarn on last year's transaction. Bot as I, not 
anticipating any loss, did not make any 
provision to bare the defendant refund me, 
I do not now demand payment of the game. 
I only claim the $150 — which I gave defen- 
dant this year. A few days after my arrival 
here this year I showed defendant the ac- 
count of last year's transaction in the pre- 
sence- of my banto, and folly explained the 
circumstances to htm. 

The defondant stated that concerning last 
years transaction he dad not given plaintiff 
any limit. That when plaintiff arrived here 
this year ho had repeatedly requested him to 
■how him the account sale of that trans- 
action, and that not being forthcoming he 
bad even gone so far as to threaten the 
plaintiff that he wonld sue him in the Italian 
Consular Court. That plaintiff, after making 
all sorts of excuses, saying ho had not yet 
received the remittance etc., had at last 
agreed to pay defendant a balance of $300 
on last year's transaction, of which ho had 
then paid him the above-mentioned 8150 
in cash. That plaintiff's banto had boon 
preseut on all these occasions, and that 
be was also present when the 8150, were 
paid. That he (the defendant) had said that 
be would try to deliver plaintiff,2,000 cards 
of good quality this year, but that he had 
not actually made any agreement, written or 
verbal, to that effect. And that he referred 
to his receipt for $150 as evidence. 

Plaintiffs banto was next examined and 
corroborated his master's statement. Being 
asked by the Court where bo had been at the 
time plaintiff paid defendant the 8150, he 
answered that he had gono to Tokio and 
from there to Joshiu, and that he was absent 
eight days. Asked further whether be could 
give any proof that he was actually absent 
from Yokohama at the time (the defondant 
baring said be had been present when the 
money was paid) he answered that be could 
not. 

Plaintiff being asked by tho Court whe- 
ther, on finding out the meaning of the 
receipt given him by defendant, he had im- 
mediately communicated with tho latter on 
the subject, and if not, why ho had not done 
so, answered that he had not done so al- 
though he met defendant several timet in 
the next few days, because the latter had 
continually kept on promising to bring the 
2,000 cards of silkworm eggs as promised. 

The plaintiff then said that in his petition 
he had not domanded that defendant should 
pay him tho loss on last year's transaction, 
and that he had again waived this claim in 
Court, but that on reconsideration he would 
beg that tho amount of $93. 20, loss on last 
year's transaction, be added to his claim of 
$150. Judgment reserved. 



The prii oipal point in this case is. 

Was toe snm of $130 paid by plaintiff to 
the defendant on October 8th of this year a 
portion of balanco due tho latter on last 
year's transaction, or was it an advance on 
2,000 cards of silkworm-eggs to be delivered 
this year. 

The plain! 
tion had cuu 
be had not 
because the latter, ii 
him for that loss, hail 
with him to the effect tliut he w 
year give plaintiff 2,000 cards of goo 
to sell in Italy ; against an advanco of half 



1 s trance 



ff states that last yeiu 
id him a loss, which, however, 
claimed from the defendant, 
order to compensate 
made a verbal contrnot 
Id this 
quality 



arrival in Japan next year should then ac- 
count for the b i lance, and that upon this 
agreement be had advanced defendant $150. 

To this the plaintiff afterward* made an 
addition in court, demanding also the 
•mount of loss sustained in last year's tran- 
saction. 

The defendant in reply to this says, that 
when he demanded payment of balance 
due him on last year's transaction, they had 
agreed that on 1,000 cards of that lot he was 
to receive $300. And that he had on the 
same day viz : the 8th of October last receiv- 
ed $150 of this sum on account, for which he 
had given a receipt clearly showing the 
oircu instances. That he had not made any 
positive agreement to delivor plaintiff 2,000 
cards this year in order to compensate him 
for any loss in last year's transaction, and 
that tho $150 were certainly not an advance 
on any now transaction. 

Plaintiff having produced the receipt 
received from dofendant on October 8lh for 
$150 it was found to be a receipt "/or 
$150 on account of $300, amount fis.td as 
bring du* defendant by plaintiff on hut ysoV* 
contignment of tilkw/rm-eggi." 

The plaintiff here explained that when he 
paid defendant tho 3150, — his (plaintiffs) 
banto, Suzuki Choehichi, was absent, so that 
there was nobody present but the defendant 
and himself, and that he had not the least 
idea what was written in the receipt handed 
him by defendant. That on his banto's 
return from his journey the latter had read 
the receipt and explained it to him as being 
a receipt for part of balance due defendant 
on Inst year's transaction ; which statement 
plaintiff's banto corroborated. 

The defendant on the other band not only 
denies that plaintiff's banto was absent, but 
emphatically states that it was on that occa- 
sion through his intermediation as inter- 
preter that the sura of $300 was agreed 
upon as being due defendant on last year's 
transsction, in accordance with which he 
had given the above-named receipt, and 
claims that plaintiff consequently still is 
indebted to him in the sum of $150. It 
here became important to fiud out whether 
plaintiff could speak Japanese freely enough 
to make such agreement or not, and if not, 
by what means such conversations were 
earned on. 

The plaintiff stated that he could not 
ape*k Japan oso freely, and that he was 
always obliged in suoh conversations to 
make use of a banto as interpreter ; and the 
defendant also said that although plaintiff 
oould speak Japanese a little he could not 
speak it well. 

The next point to decide was whether 
plaintiff's banto was presont or absent on 
the 8th of October last when the payment 
in question was made. 

The said banto's own statement is to the 
effect that he left Yokohama for Tokio on 
the 7th of Octobor last whence ho afterwards 
went to Joshin, bnt as he could not produce 
any ovidonco in support of this statement, 
there is no proof to show « hether ho was 
absent or not on that day. 

Again, when tho pbiintiff did End out that 
the contents of tho receipt given him by tho 
dofendant were contrary to what was a^reod, 
he'should at once have so in'ormod defendant 
and made objection thereto, which according 
to his own statement he never did. 

Now there is no evidence to support 
plaintiff's assertion that tho sum of $150 
was an advance made to defendant on n 
future consignment of 2,000 cards of 



evidence has been forthcoming showing 
that that sum was part payment of a balance 
duo defondant on last year's transaction. 

As to the contract for a future delivery of 
2,000 cards of silkworm-egg* alleged by 
plaintiff to have been made previous to bis 
having paid the $150, the parties also 
disagree, and neither of them has any 
evidence to support his statement. 

As to plaintiffs further claim, added to his 
petition in court, to compel defendant to 
pay him the amount lost on last year's 
transaction, that must also fall to the ground 
since it has boon decidod that both parties 
agreed that out of that transaction an amount 
of $300, was due defendant. 

The plaintiff's petition is therefore dis- 
missed. 



December 6th, 1880. 



SHANGHAI. 



(N.-C. Daily JV*u».) 

We hear that one hundred native 
divers aro employed salving the oargo of 
the steamer Braemar Cattle, lying at the 
bottom of Penang harbour, and that over 
one hundred packages are got out daily. 
The cargo salved is saturated with water, 
and is at onco sold by auction. The Liver- 
pool Sulvago Association have sent oat s 
special salvage agent, who waa due in 
Penang on the 7th inst. There are no 
professional divers or diving apparatus in 
Ponang, and we understand that the Com- 
mander of H.M.8. Curacoa has allowed 
two of his divers to go and survey 
the wreck and report thoreon. It is 
bolioved that with proper appliances the 
sunken steamer can bo raised. She is on » 
clay bottom, and is gradually settling down, 
though very slowly. By lost advices she 
was still upright in the water. For the 
foregoing information we are indobted to the 
courtesy of Messrs. Adamaon, Bell and Co. 



their market value. That plaintiff on bis silkworm-eggs, while, on the other hand, 



By the arrival of the C. M. S. N. Co.'i 
steamer Kiangyung last ovoning (2fov. 21st), 
intelligence came to hand of the sinking of 
the two steamers Kungwo and Hanyang, tbs 
former belonging to Messrs. Jardine, Msthe- 
son and Co., and the latter to Mr. McBaip. 
It appears that about 6.15 a.m. on Friday 
morning last the Hanyang was rounding the 
uppormost bend of the Two-fathom Creek, 
going up river, when the Kungwo, on her 
way down to Shanghai, suddenly came down 
upon her and struck her abaft the funnel on 
the port side, making a wido rent in her aide 
extending to tho kool, and cntting [tartly 
through one of her boilers. Steam and hot 
water immediately filled the engineer's depart- 
ments, and most of the firemen were severely 
scalded, one of them dying shortly after- 
wards on board tho Kungvm. By the force 
of the collision the Hanyang was tnmod com- 
pletely round so that she headed down the 
stream and sank in about ten minntes. Short- 
ly nftor the vessels were clear of each other 
it was found that the Knngteo was making; 
water rapidly. Her captain then endeavour- 
ed to bench her, and he succeeded in getting 
hor into only four fathoms before the incom- 
ing water extinguished the fires, and she 
then wont down, about 150 yards distant 
ftom the Hani/ing, and about 20 yards from 
the xhore. The foreigners on board the 
Hnnuting, among whom were the wife of 
Mr. Gilbert, the engineer, and his two child- 
rsu, were all rescued by the crew of ti« 
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Kungreo. The majority of the ChineM alio 
■uooceded in (retting off to the Kungwo, bat 
it is feared that some of tho passengers in 
the 'tween decks have been drowned. When 
the Kunguxi was sinking, it was impossible to 
lower the boats, because the Cliineae pas- 
sengers crowed into them. After she went 
down native boats came from the shore and 
took tboee persons off who wished to go 
ashore. No foreigners have lost their lives 
from either steamers. Two mandarin junks 
have gone to the vicinity of the wrecks from 
the villege of Wong Pa-chow for the purpose 
of protecting them, and we are informed 
that the Commissioner of Castoma at Wahn 
has promised to ask the Taotai at that port 
to send a gunboat there. It seems, howevor. 
that the people living near the scene of the 
catastrophe are quiet and that they are not 
likely to cause any trouble. There was a 
6reman on board the Ilanyang, who, after 
narrowly escaping being scalded to death, 
ran the risk of perishiug by drowning in 
swimming to the Kungvo. Aftor being taken 
on board, ho wont and lay down in a bunk, 
where he was drowned when the steamer 
sunk. We are informed that many severe 
personal injuries were received by Chinese. 
One man was brought down to Shanghai in 
the Kiangyung who oalmly informed a foreign 
gentleman who spoke to him, that ho had 
been " all same fender between the two ships 
and too much makee break." His ribs were 
> on both sides, and in addition he had 
iveral cuts on the head, one or two 
of which are rather serious. Another man 
had his foot cat so nearly off that it hung 
only by a piece of akin. 

A partner in one of the largest rioe hong* 
at Chinkiang has lately decamped, and it is 
said that he haa been guilty of forgery and 
has swindled the banks ont of Tls. 8,000. 
It ia supposed that he has either come to 
Shanghai or gone to Sooohow. 

The P. A O. S. N. Co.'s steamship Teheran, 
whioh left on Friday (26th Nov.), took the 
following silk: — For London, 1,056 bales; 
Marseilles, 108; Lyons, 240; Venice, 19; 
Milan, 50 ; Zurich, 10 ; Alexaodretta, 1 ; 
Bombay, 224 ; Singapore, 25 ; Hongkong, 4 ; 
total, 1,742 bales; and 36 balsa of waste silk 
for London, and 18 for Bombay. 

The question of a flagship for the China 
Squadron has, the L. and C. Eapres* believe*, 
not been deoided at the Admiralty. It was 
rumoured that the Swifteure, a vessel similar 
in type to the Audacious, bat some 600 ton* 
larger, might probably be the successor to 
the Iron Duke, and that the NeUon, which ia 
a new ship would be employed 



steamer Quinia both passed Woosnng yester- 
day (25th ulio.) on their way down from 
Chinkiang under charters to carry the rice, 
effected, we understand, in the south. 



Butterfield and Swire inform us 
of the following movement* of the O. S. S. 
Co.'* steamer* :— The Cyclop* left Liverpool 
for Shanghai on the 3rd inst, and the 
Pnam left London on the following day 
for Hongkong and Japan. The Jaeon and 
Anlenor left Liverpool on the 9th and 17tb 
alto, respectively. The Uly**ee left Singa- 
pore on Weduesday last (Nov. 24th), and the 
Olaueut resumed her eastward voyage from 
Penang on Tneaday (Nov. 23rd). 

The latest news from the scene of the 

collision between the Kungvo and Hanyang 
is to the effect that the vessels have not 
changed tbeir positions. The two captains 
and the other foreigners remaining noar 
the vessels are encamped on the bank of 
the river nodor a tent. It is believed that 
several discussions have token place among 
lUe*o gentlemen at various times since the 
accident as to the circumstance* under which 
it occurred, but now "they have left off 
disooasing and are making themselves as 
as they can." The practical 
of this coarse will be obvious to all. 



(Shanghai Courier) 

H. M. S. Fly will not winter at Tientsin, 
after nil, the Lajnoing left Shanghai yester- 
day (25th ultimo) for that port and the Fly 
will go to " 



HONOKONO. 



From a private letter from Foochow we 
that the C.M.S.N. Co.'s steamer Tiailee, 
which was wrecked in the river Min on the 
14th ultimo, under circumstance* already 
recorded in our eolumna, had been chartered 
by a Chinese firm, and that she w*s on her 
trial trip, before being handed over to the 
charterer, when the accident happened. The 
strong tide has washed off her deck-houses 
and upper works, and it ia said that it will 
i $1,500 to raise the hull and machinery. 



Large quantities of rice are now being 
shipped from Thinkiang to Canton, and the 
abeouce of suimlile vessels iu the harbour to 
avail of tins freights offered is to be regretted. 
The Dutch steamer Java and the ' 



About 4 p.m. on the 8th Oct., a fire broke 
out on board the Cathay (P. 4 O. Co. *tr.) 
lying in Carve! Dock, Greenook. Tho hose 
at the dock was promptly brought into ac- 
tion, and the flames were prevented from 
| spreading, and in a short time extinguished. 
A good deal of damage ha* been done to the 
woodwork and fittings of 
fire is supposed to have t 
small quantity of paraffin oil 
board getting accidentally i| 

The U. S. S. Alert arrived here yesterday 
(24th Nov.), after a cruise undertaken to 
enquire into the circamatanoe* of the losa of 
the Jam** Bailey. Tho Tao-Ui, to whom the 
matter had to be referred was extremely civil, 
and after hearing the whole circamatanoe* he 
gave order* that those of whom complaint 
had been made should be punished. The 
whole meeting and negociationa were most 
satisfactory. The /oases Bailey is, we regret 
to hear, a complete wreck, the veasel being 




In may be remembered that we noted an 
intention, on the part ot Sir Brooke Ro- 
bertson, to visit China last year, and that he 
subsequently gave up the idea. Wo now 
learn that Sir Brooke, who bankers appa- 
rently (a* moat old resident* do when at 
Home) after the pleaaanter feature* of life 
and climate in the Ea*t, ha* again signified 
hi* intention to take a trip to Hongkong. 
Some authorities " who know, you know," 
are of opinion that Sir Brooke will not 
undertake so long a journey without good 
reason, and that his visit to this part of the 
world mean* something else than merely to 



,pe tue i 
We have no 
any truth 
was to have left 




about the 20th 
hi* 



of an English winter, 
to suppose that there ia 
surmises. Sir Brooke 
on the lOlh instant, 
arrive in Hongkong 
in time to *pend 



Shipping. 



t. 3S, Am. ship 8. F. Hrruy, Wet«rhoaee, 990, 
rum Newport, Jooe 12ta, Coslt and General, 



ARRIVALS. 



Nov. 85. Hee.. armoor plated frigate Knia* Pojunkf 

Capt. Tirtoff, 3,800 tons, 10-gnns, 800-H.P. 

nominal, from Vladivoetook. 
Nov. 16, H. I. Q. U.'s PwMte, Captain Ziraow, 1,000, 

19 Kuan, from Kobe. 
Nor 

from 

to Order. 
Not. ifi. Am. ship ffm/ O. Ooa, 

from Philadelphia, -'one 28th. 

eene and General, to Order. 
Nov. 26, Brit. »»r.* Brteoruhirt, Thomas, 1,288, from 

London via Hongkong, General, to Ademioa., Bell 

ft Co. 

Nov. 28, Brit. etr. Smut*. Beeves, 1,70*, from Hong- 
kong via Nagasaki, Mails and General, to P. ft O. 

Co. 

Nov. 27, Brit, ship Pelynerio*, Collins, 1,198, from 
fihi.lds via Batevia. Goal, to Findlev. Riohardaoa 
ft Co. 

Nov. 29, Brit. atr. QatUc, Kidley, 2,704, from San 

Franoieoo, Mails and Genorel, to O. ft O. Go. 
Dee. I, Froh. str. Tanau, D« la Man*ille. 1,748, from 

Hongkong, Mailt and General, to M. at. Co. 
Deo. 1, Jap. str. rFakaaoura-aforu, Christen»«n, 

1,300, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. M. 

p. S. Co. 

Dec. 1, Ger. brig Haid Marian, RrinoVmeir, 298, 

from Takao, 7,6')o piculi Sii(ror. P. Bohm. 
Dec. 2, Jap. atr. Otniai-Maru, Conner, 1,917, from 
porU.Mail.-d M to » B, 

Deo- 8, Brit. barq. Victoria Crut, Tweedie, 800, 

from Antwerp via Betavie, General, to Boyee ft Co, 
Deo. 4. Rnis. corvette Croymr, Capt. Nasi moo*, 

1,600, from Nagasaki. 
Deo. 4. Jap. barq, oVmanouro-Meru, SpiegeUha], 

024, from Nagasaki, Coal, to M. B. M. 8. 8. Co, 
Dec. 4, Am. str. City ef PMna, Berry, (.079. from 

Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. B. M. B. S, 

Co. 

Deo. 6. Jap. str. HtreAtme-Vsra, Has well. 1,780, 

from Shanghai and ports, to M. B. M. 8. S. Co. 
Dec, 0, Froh. eorvetU OAaeesWa. Capt. 

— , 10 gone, 480 H.P., from Kobe. 
Deo. 8, Jap. air. Tofcoi-Mera, Hogg, 1,042. fron 

Mail* and General, to M. B. M. 3. 8. Co. 
Dee. 6, Brit. str. Deeoaefure, MaoOaobea, 1,618. from 

Kobe, Conarnl. to Moorilyen, Heimana ft Co. 
Deo. A, Jap. etc. Aimdo-i/ar*, Habaaet, 890, from 

Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 

M. 8. 8. Co. 

Dee. 8, Jap. str. Kwnomoto lbn, Drum mood, 1 ,240, 
from Hakodate. Mails and General, to M. B. M. 8. 

B. Co. 

Dee. 8, Jap. atr. Ttwr%aa-Uaru, Cheethnm, 06 1, from 
Kobe, Mailt and General, to M. B. M. 8. 8. Oo. 

Deo. 9, Brit, ship PoateMye, Tribe, 8*9, front 
Antwerp, July 7th, General, to A, Biemar* ft Co. 



DEPARTURES. 



Jap. etr. Wakonevto-Maru, 
iaitt and Qeneral, deepstohei 



Nov. 18, 

1,900, 
8. 8. Co. 

Nov. 28. Brit. str. aTetter, Billings, 1,889. for London, 

via Kobe, Nagasaki and China Porta, General, 

despatched by Batterfleld ft Swire. 
Nov. 85, Jap. str. Hiojo J/oru, Moore, 896, for Hako- 

date, Mails and General, deapetobod by M. B. M. 

8. >. Co. 

Nov. 26, Brit, atr., 
FraDolaoo, I 

0. Co. 

Nov. 26, Jap. str. Tekoi-Mera, Hogg. 1,048, for 1 
General, deepetohed by M. B. M. B, 8. Co. 

Not. 28, Brit. sir. Dmmuhin, Mof-:i .jo, 1,818, for 
Kobe, General, despatched by Mourir/ao, Heimana 



Mailsand'ae' ^V't*' 2 ' 5 "' f " fc * 
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Nov. 27, Jap. *tr JTeroneae-Veni, Dithl«.f«!i.. 1.138. 
for Hakodate, M nils and tie oral, despatched by 
M . n. M. S. S. Co- 
Ncv. 27, Jnp. atr. .Viiaato-lfaru, Walker, 1/0.1, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, MuiW and Geaeral, despatch- 
ed liy M. II. M. S. S. ' o. 
Nov. 28, Frch. sir. Iwljia, Guirand, 1.602. for Hoog- 
konir. Mail* and General, deipatched by M. M. Co 
NoT.HO. Hrit. str. Oath*. Kidley, 2,701, for Hong- 
kong, Miiila aud General, despatched by O. A (J. 
Co. 



1, Jap. str. Tekai- Slant, Hogg. 1 012, fur Kobe, 
General, despatched by M B. M. S. S. Co. 
Deo. 1, Jap. air. Tokasaao-Marsi. Yonnv, 1,230. for 
Shanghai aud porta, despatched by M. B. M. 8 S, 

Co. 

Dec. 8. Brit, atr. Breeomhiu, Tbomaa, 1,560, for 

London, Tia Kobe and China porta, daepatched by 

A damson. Bell A Co. 
Dee. 4. Brit. atr. Aniula, Reeves, 1,"7+, for Hongkong, 

MaiU and General, dospatcbod by 1'. A O. Co. 
Deo. 4, Jap. »lr. rrosanoisra-lfani, Ckristensen, 

1,800, for Kobe. General, despatched by M. B. M. 

8. 8. Co 

Dec. 6, Jap. atr. 7omauro-Jfar«, Currew, «5«, for 

Hakodate. Maila and General, despatched by M 

B. M. S. S. Co. 
Deo. 8, Am. atr. City oj Palm;, Perry, 5,079, for San 

Francisco, Mails and General, despatched by P. 

M. 8. 8. Cow 

Deo. 8, Jap. str. Qtnkai llant, Connor. 1.917, for 

Shanghai and porta. Mails and General, deapaloh- 

ed by H. B. M. 8. S. Co. 
Dec, 9, Am. Isarq Frsd. P. LirctyieU, Spalding, 1,084. 

for HongkoDg, Bullatt, despatched by Walafa, Uall 

4 Co. 

Deo. 9. Brit. atr. Oreunis. Metcalfe, 3.700, from San 
Francisco, Malls an I (ienoral, to O. A O. Co. 



PASSENGERS. 

Per Brit. atr. £el«ie. for Pane :— Mr. Ginlio Goi 
detli. For Liverpool: Mr. J.M Harding. For Boeton- 
Mr. H. M. Cunningham. For New York : Messrs. G: 

A. E. Irving, B Ollolini, Butta Giovanoi.and Jusolvini. 
Ftr Sao Frenclao.-: Dr.and Mrs. B C. Rh .des, Mossrs 
H*w*o», L.L. Fobea, R. A. Wylio, aod^Ricoardl 

in steerage. 

Per Brit, atr. ifrseotufcere. from London via Hong- 
kong :— Mr. and Mra. Lang and child in cabin. 

Per Brit. atr. o«v«ta f.om Hongkong »ia Nagasaki: 
—Mr. aud Mra. Walter iu cabin and 4 Chinese on 
deck. 

Per Jap. str. A'«cota>Maru, for Hongkong via 
Kobe :— Mies Douglass, Messrs. Clnooy. Mayue, 
Good rich, Allioo, Moore, D. M. Goodrich, and 4 
Japanese in oabin. 

Per Frob. atr. Voles, for Hougkong : — Mr. and 
Mrs. Enidon, Mr. Velini and two serraots, Messra. 
C. Oiroso, Telfer, Vigano, 8. Naksjlma. Y. Tajima, B. 
Tejima, B. Gualeoi, Deplorauaky, Daieocu, Imberti, 

B. Tiucenao, and one Annameoe in oabin. 

Per Brit. str. Osetic from San Fraucisoo :— Messrs. 
B. N- Byriob, Kyle Holme, T. >. Mackinnon, E. 
Kuivbt, Robert Baoon, Richard Timble. Robert 
Collard. J. Hymen, and 2 Japanese. For 8haugliai : 
Kevd. W. W. Royal end wifo, Rovd. H. H. Maoleoi. 
and wife, Mr. 0. H. Loehe, and Mr. Cbas. 11. Wbitt- 
loany. Vor K"be : Dr. H. Stant.in, Jr . n I. G. M. 
Comal. For Hongkong: Revd. W. Wlite end wi.e, 
Berd A. A. Fulton, Baron Beasewitly H. I.G.M. 
Consul, Mr. Walter W. Lee, aud Arch. 8. Rettein, 
cabin ; M>4 Chiu-so in steerage. 

Per Brit. atr. Gaelic f.r Hongkong :— Mr. Bodiaeo 
and Mrs. Lee in cubic 

Per Frch. str Tanois, from Hongkong : - H. E. M. 
de Boqaatte Minister for France to Japan, and ser- 
vant, M. Cony Coute. Mr. and Mrs. Peyre, Mt-. and 
Mr. Wolf, Mr. Maida lladjimi, and Mr. Viccino, 
Ymjo in cabin. 

Per Jap sir. H'akaaonro-.lfaru, from Kobe : — ( apt 
Fletcher and Mr. F. Jacobs in cabin j and 10V) Japu- 
i.e*e in steerage 

I'er Jap. str. Takataja. Van for Shanghai and 

po rM . Mr. and Mrs. Buy all. Mr. and Mrs. McLean, 

Mr. and Mrs. l-ang and obild, Messrs. G. Loehr, 
WLi-tney, J. Walter, Staiuiue, Krcoju. Nucreedy, 
R. Holme, A. J. l-initb, J. Macregor, A. T. Priichard, 
and 9 Japauoso in oabin. 

Per Jap. str. (ttnkai-ifaru from Shanghai and 
ports :— if. B. Governor Tatchino, H. K. Governor 
Kitagnki, Miss Jessie Holmes, Miss A. Cheyue, Mr. 

B. Mrenan, Major Arnold, Messrs. 0. W. Playfnir, 

C. J. Stroroc, P. B. Cameron. Aldricb, and 14 Japa- 
nese iu oabiu ; 149 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Svad'i, for UoLgk. ng :— Mr. Briock- 
mter in cabin; J.l Chinese and 1 European in 

"*Per*Ani. sir. Ctsy «/ P'«ne, fiom Hongkong :- 
Mr. C.L. Gccfcam. For Sao Ftmnoiioo: Capt. and 



Mis. .'. Pre-man, Miss Freeman, Mr. and Mrs G. de 
A Tila. ol.ild and servant, Mr. J. L. Anderson, Mr 
C. P. Lincoln, and ('apt. J. W. Munu in cabin 2 ; 
Entxipenris and 1 .14 ''liinnse i*i ateentge 

IVi Jup atr. r/iroiriinia*Maru from Shanijhai and 
poi'la : — lloi . W. II. Treacut, D.S. Commiosioner Ex- 
tianrdinary, Judge Betinie, Gen. Tani. Gen. Oka- 
nnUi, Guv. Tutnaakl, (ior. Koyama. Mrs. Morits 
y .««r<. Trearot, Kii by, Walter, booth, Hey noil, Mill- 
fi icd. Wt«.i«-Mni\ii, uiid 17 jHpanese in cabin; 1 
Kuronean. 2 t 'hioeae, nwi 7S Jupanose in steerage. 
For Ha i-bnrg : Cspt. Saionoff, i s w. ►or 8an Fran- 
eiaeo • 1 European in steor.iije. 

IVr Jap. atr. Sn.iudo-Moru from Hoiurkoog ria 
Kol>o:- »lr. Knfuda in cabiu ; G9 Japauise and 1 
Chinese in steerage. 

I'er Am. str. City of l ekin) for Paris :— Mr. 11. 
Vinay and Mr. W. Pardun. For London : Mr. H. E. 
Reynell and Capt. V. E. ' arr. For liambnrg : 
Cnpt. Si,aiinoB", !.«.•>. For Liverpool: Mr. II. Brenan. 
For Sow York and .San Francisco : Mrs. J. M. Bat. 
ohel er, Hon. F Verpleoitb. Admiral S. da Mola 
Bruihac Minister in China, Cnpt. S. da Guma Bra- 
zilian Nary, lion. Wm. II. Trencott and son U. S. 
special Coin. Ij China, Messrs. Mnrahull Basing, 
1 aul Hriiieitian, O. civerta, A. .1. da H»l». Riobard 
Kay. Cap', and M'B Krcemun. Mr. and Mrs. G, de 
Avila child hml serr i.t. Mr. .1. L Audersou, Mr. 
C. P. Lincoln, anil Cnpt. J. W. Munu iu t!io cabin ; 
IS Koropean and 140 Chinese in the sleerace: 

Per Jap. str. oWai-Jfom for Shanghai and porta t 
— M«s» .N. Lr.Kro.,ce, Hiss C. Flint., Dr. Laurenson. 
Messrs Arnold, Collard, Strauss, Ilium and 26 
Jnp:. ..(-*« in cabin. 

I'er Brit. atr. Ortaitie. from San Fmncisco :— Mr 
ai d Mra. Cyrus W. Fie d.Bev.l. and Mrs. Stoat, Hovd 
and Mn>. Mason. Herd G. A Crawf. id, Lirut. Jlahan, 
and (1. Murata in oabin ; 1 Japanr.se ami Mrs. Gourt 
m.-ir in »t»er ^-e. 1 or Hongkong : Rerd. and Mrs. 
Kip. Berd. a. d Mrs. Partridge, and K. H. Hill in 
oabin ; \ CO Chinese in steerage. 

UEPonrs. 

The British steamer Sunda reports ; — Left Naga 
snk I on Nov, iit.d at 2 \ m. Expetienced throogb 
If.lm.l Sea moderate N. W. winds to 0-.!«ima. 
Hence to port s roug S. W. winds with fine weather, 
Armed at. Ynkohama 26th at o p.m. 

Tho Itritisl. ship /^tunssum, J. Collins master, re- 
ports hnriug li ft cbie : d', on May 13th at 5 a.m. N.K, 
winds prerailing and which carried tho ship speedily 
down chitnnol. Hud very unfavourable N.E. Trades 
which we lust iu 70° On' north S4° W thence carried 
suuthory nin.la Uckii.g frco,aentty till 
th ' line iu 2b° 00* W. had henry ruins and Tunable 
winds up to |n u south. Wbou thj steady trsde set 
in nod tit i r wenthor which continued to 2'i' Ou' Booth 
S!8 0 00* wesi 4S .lays out. Tbei.ee had rerixble winds 
up l. Tristan De Aounba, where* brisk gnle at 
east set in, ship heading to southward with tremen 
dons sea from .E. round to N.W. hairiest from 
north, ship labouring fern fully and shipping large 
seas. On July 12th the wind began to rrer to 
west round by north Hove ship too under lower 
main top-sail on port tack. Blowing a hurricane 
tho sea running horribly from J>.E Mun i by wost 
to ttoulli. Stove in sky lights, split rudder, copper 
washing off on port side. Hands continually at 
pumps, on l-Hh weather more moderate, found two 
feet water in bold, eqnared awny and r .n to N. 
Eastward. Hi ve ooula oreibixard and eooceedi'd in 
sucking tho pumps. Proceeded onwoid and fonnd 
•hip stiwring badly examined rudder carofully nod 
foutiil tho blide working, and when tho helm was 
put bard orcr the blade remained a midships. Got 
tiirkles on hull chains, unshipped spanker boom and 
put it aocruSB the »tern and managed to steer. Cat 
bole* in rudder, lasliina all securely with chains, 
run down our easting tiftor paa-ing Madagascar in 32° 
and 3;f south flue winds and weather. Arriving iu 
Buturift on Sop . 1st got a new rudder Copper re- 
paired and top.i.lrs eoalke i Left B lUvi t on Sept- 
!l.'.lli. ai d aritved in Yokohama on 26 h November 
hsviiig experienced uothing material to report. 

The British steamer Qatlie, reports :— I^ift San 
Fri.t oisco at :i p.m. on the 4th November. 11*1 
pleasant weather for three days moderate, to tho 
meridian, and strong ooutrnry westcily gales with 
bi|<h soaa from thence notil making the Japan coast. 
Arrived at Yokuhama at 8 a.m. on tho -5*1 1. . 

Tho Jap. str. iPaJkanonra-Maru. rep rta i — l.ef. 
Kobe, 2Utu NoTeinber. at 6 p.m. Experienced mo- 
derate westerly winds to Oraa.saki. Henc^ to pert 
light north wiuds with floe weather throughout. 
Arrived 1st December, at 4 am. Passage 34 hours. 

The American steamer City e/ Ptktng reports : — 
Left Hongkong on Nor. 27th at 8 p.m. Arrirel at 
Yokohama on Dec. 4th at 9.30 n.m. Light N.E. to 
N .W, wind 



ffijjc lap an (Sajette. 



HBU journal is published everv evening, and 
I conUins the whole of the local shipping, cost- 
nercial and general news i the latest teiegraKs Iron 
ill parts of the world ; the spirit of the Jspane* 
it ess ; full loports of all trials in Courts of law ; 
neciinga of public bodies; correspondence sod all 
natters of Common lntere»t and importance to lh« 

The evening issue is supplemented by a 

MORNING SHEET. 



correct and 
; details ol lbs silk 
ol 

m 



nthly, an 



-.outaining the latest Hems of 
trustworthy reports of shipping; de 
business of the prefioos day, and _ 
.ther matter o( conaiderable service for 
.luces and public places. 

Twice, anil occasionally three tiroes, i 
.ewsof interest iscondensed into a 

fc> U M MARY 

,1 convenient shape and form, with the 
>f commercial tables of imports and exports, oeav 
jlled from returns furnished from able and iDdepts- 
lent sources, ibis summary is intended for to* uie 
•IpeisoDS out of Japan who, by iu means, are kept 
intotmcdol erery event of importance ocouniagii 
a country with which they are more or lest inw 
palely connected. 

Terms for advertising are moderate ; and iu Us 
insertion of Notices care Is taken to use as little spfc-i 
the measure of coat ) as duo promtueuee requires, 
in addition o the circulation of the eveuiug ism 
Advertisers have the 
lieir a.lTcrliBemenl 
doming Paper gratis. 



>e circulation of the eveutug ism 
the advantage of a repetition d 
mts at regular luterrals In the 



THE " JAPAN GAZETTE" 
Costs less ; 

potieeasea « lugw and more i»B««nlUl lis! of 

Isubacribers ; 
,nd offers greater advantages to Advettisers Ikss 
any other foreign journal published iu Japan. 

ADVERTISEMENTS: 

On* Dollar per Inch for Six Insert ions. 
Aovssrtssis abroad may forwatd their notice 
.hrougli, 

LONDON :— Messrs. Gordon *V GoTC»,8t. Brid« 
Hlrect ; Mr. G. Stab SO, Corneal! : 
NEW YORK :— Mr. A. Wind, 1»3, Nassau 81.: 
HONGKONG :— Proprietor, Daily /Vest 
SHANGHAI.— Messrs. Hsu. A Holtx. 

* Co. 



SUBSCRIPTION: 



I A PAN GAZETTE including 



, f 46.00 per snnaai 
a '"« \ 28.00 , » jesr, 

ilAll IMUW * • # 



a. 




I A PAN UAZKTT* ouly 



HAIL ISSUE 



.... * 12.00 persjinuw. 
... tOoeoU. 
40BN1NG 8DPPLEMKNT f 10.00 per »»"""•. 

poBTsvaTixrai. 
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payable, Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama. 

25th Norember. 1880, to the 8th December, 1880, inclueiTe. 



for the period oi 14 day* from 



I ZLVI IP O T S 



COTTON . — Y A an . There ba» been mm demand for 16*24 and in sorre inftaitcee qu'itaiicxB are a shade higher. More ha* altto been iloing 
in 28-K2 and 38-42 ; the former chiefly OD speculation by the nntive dealers. IndiuBs have slightly advanced. Sal.: a reported reach 1,071' Kile* aj.niin»t 
1,345 for the preceding period i making a total of tWil bale* for the year to date, as follow r :- 10-24; S3>92 hah a; 28-32; 12,0:i3 hale*; 3K-42 ; ll.vil 
bales; Doubled, Ac. ; 1.087 bales; and Indian, 6,608 baits. Gaxy SmaTiNos. — 7 and Si lbs. have only been dealt in to a small extent atlowp: ji. 
while 9 lbs. 45 In. ham sold more freely at advancing rate*. 

WOOLLENS. — Blankits appear to be coming more into demand ; Black « lbe. have realised SB cents ; assortments of 6 lbs. 7o pairs Pcarb t. 30 
pair* Oreen, 40-41 cents per lb. ; while & lb*, the pair of similar assortment are preferred at 424 cents per lb. 
BJPQAK-— White lower ; Brown Formosa in bags unchanged. 



KEROSENE— Sales hare 
133 lbs. = 1 Pkul. 



100 Dollars Mexican ■» 811 Silver Boos. 



Drills, American 
Prints, assorted, 
Satins (cotton) 
Shirtings, Qrey, 



COTTON PIECE GOODS, 
yds. 30 in. 14 lbs. ... 



30 



T. Cloth, 32 in. 
Turkey Reds, 



Volvots (black) 
Victoria Lawns, 
Cotton Italians, 
TaSachelbiss, 



3SJ yds. 39 in. 7 lbs. , 
38 t ,. 89 „ 8i „ 
8S» „ 45 „ 9 „ 

r, lbs 



24 Tds- 30 in. 

24 „ 30 „ 

24 „ 30 „ 

24 „ 30 ., 

35 „ 22 „ 
12 „ 42 

36 ,, H2 „ 

12 *, 43 „ ... 

COf 'I ON YARN 



1.14 @ 2.12 lb*. 
2i „ 
21 .. 

-@31bs. . 



No*. 



12 

16® 



.4 



.. 29 6 38 

/( 38 (5| 42 ... ... ... •■* 

32 tioubled 

tt 4* » » ••• ••• ••• ••• 

aa GO tt ••• ••• ••• *•• 

IadUn* No. 8/10 

*» »» *8 ... ... ... 

H »• --4 ... ... ... ... 

M ,» 16 ... ... ... 

t t ft 18 ... ... ■>• ... 

» 20 

., „ 22 

„ ., 2* 

30 .„ 

WOOLLENS AND MIXiURES. 

AlpA'-n. 40 yds. 82 in 

Blankets, assorted, 9 lbs 

„ ,, 6 lb*. ... ... ... 

,, ,, 5 lbs. 

Camlet Cords, 30 yds. 32 in 

Cloth, all wool, 64 ft 64 

„ Pilots. 54 ft 6-1 

„ Presidents, 54 ft 04 

„ Union, 64 ft 66 

Italian Cloth, 32 in 

Lustres and Orleana (figured) 

(plain), 

i de Laine (plain A stripe*) 
„ (figured) 



••• 

a.. 



SO yds. 31 in. 
40 ft 43 yds. 32 
24 yds. 



in. 

81 in. 



SUGAR. 



White, Jiuipah, No. 1 
Khihpab, ,. 2 
Kokfah, ,, 3 
Kungfira, ., 4 
Unihpah, .. 5 

Brown, Formosa, bugs 

baskets 



Aiuoy . 



METALS Ac. 



Iron, Flat i 



.. -"iff 
Lead, Pig 
Quicksilver 
Steel, Swedish 
Tin Plat.ja 

•Oil .. 



DUTT CALCULATED 
IN 



0.0241 f 10 yds. 
0.0241 „ „ 
0.0013 „ ., 
0.0281 „ „ 
O.f'281 „ „ 



0-0241 „ „ 

0.0241 ., „ 

0.0241 „ „ 

0.0241 „ „ 

0.0241 „ „ 

0.0643 „ „ 

0.0321 „ „ 



1.6077 V pleul. 



0.0066 v i° yds. 

1.6077 V picul. 
1.0077 .. „ 
1.6077 „ „ 

0.0965 V 10 yds. 

I o.*»ti iinitrsiin. to 
, - o wn nmillsiu la. 
\ In vliltli «r IS Vila. 

0.0005 V 10 yds 
0.0965 „ „ 
0.00C5 ,, „ 
0.0965 „ „ 



0.3215 V picul. 



12S6 



V pica). 

0.0905 „ „ 
0.04S2 „ „ 
0.2572 „ „ 
1.9292 „ „ 
O.1030 „ „ 
0.2251 V 120 lb*. 



DUTY PAID. 



FBICSS AT WHICH 
BALKS HATS DSSK 



2.20 

1.6t| 

1.90 
2.26 



- V PC 



St*. : 



NOMINAL. 
QUOTATIONS. 



1.80 



7.75 ft 8.00 
0.70 



30.26 ft 12.26 V P c 
84.76 ft 86-60 „ 
40.25 @ 

3S.VM — 



30.75 



31.00 8 SI .25 



$2.65 ft 
1.00 ft 
0.11, ft 
140 ft 
1.76 
2.15 
1.20 
1.56 
Ml 
1.40 
1.50 
1.60 (4 
7.76 ft 
0.70 
0.10 



0.42 

0.86 ft 0.41 



V I"' 



7.00 g 7 20 
6.60 ft 6.75 



6 HO 
4.90 
4.60 
4.30 



6.10 
6.40 
4.75 
4.45 



8.20 ft 3.40 



■ *pel 




ft 
ft 
(a 

a 



l-GO ft 



3.60 
2.76 
0.12 
1.90 
2.35 
2.70 
1.60 
1.76 
1.80 
1.80 
1.80 
2.20 
9.00 
0.03 
0.16 
2.00 



24.60 

26.00 

26.60 ft 2H.O0 
29.00 ft 31.00 
80.00 ft 31.60 
80.00 ft 31-50 

31.00 — 

82.00 



17.00 



4.00 
OHO 
0.30 
0.60 
0.35 
0.25 
4,'JO 
5.50 
0.1CJ ft 
0.25 ft 



ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 



5.00 

1.50 

0.60 

0.70 

0.00 

0.40 

4.75 

6.70 

0-19* 

0.40 



12.55 ft|3.10 
2-50 ft 8.46 
1.40 



8.S0 
5.55 
2.00 
HUM 



4 55 

5.70 



15.C0 



600 
1.200 



2,250 



1,000 



1,261 
411 
180 



10 
136 



100 

3,000 
1.000 



Stock 8,000 pieals. 



Stock 65,000 picula. 
Formosa b»g only. 



Stock 670.000 oaas*. 

4,000 bale*. v ; 00 gte 
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STAPLE EXPORTS. 

BILK. — In oar hurt report dated 15th ultimo, we remarked that European advice* were net of a nature to warrant tho price* then being: 
paid; for the first week after the excitement continued and price* were advanced to |G20 to $525 for Hanke equal to 2f ; then buyer* hesitated. Prom 
and during the past week little actual business ha* been done, and holders generally, except in Hank*, appear disposed to accept a reduction of folly $20 
T the highest point reached since oar last, the inclination to sell being moit marked in silks suitable for the United State*,- for which market there) ia 
~ i disposition to operate. 

Shipment* on rather a free scale continue to be made by Japan me both to Europe and America. 
The remit of the late excitement ha* been to disorganise the market and it ia difficult to give trustworthy quotation*. 



le quantity of silk is still in foreign godowns, nominally bought but as yet not inspected, and it is impossible to correct lj 
The bearer, M M. steamer JfsusalA, will probably take 1 ,600 bales, not included in our table of export for the season. 8 took to 
sting of -'.400 bales Filatures, 1,000 bale* Kakedaa and the balance of various other Osaiu descriptions. 



at 6,000 bales, 

kixroBT iti Siaeotr. 1879-80 

London ... 4,497 Bales. 2,187 

Prance and Italy ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 8,908 „ 3,u20 

United State* ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 9,628 „ 8,129 

lijm Bale*. £*a$ 

TEA. — In our last issue of !5th ult. we reported a small but steady business, price* without alteration ; and our Tea market continues much in the 
same state holders, however, being anxious to clear stocks prior to the Mew Year are more anxious to meet buyers who, influenced by the late disastrous 
advice* from New York, ihow extreme caution and in consequence a decline of some $1 to 2 per picul ha* been submitted to to induce business. 

Settlement* for the interval since last issue amount to 8,400 picul* comprising chiefly Common Grade Teas mostly for the Canadian markets. 

and native merchant* declare there is but little more of this season's crop to come in from "" 



Arrival* are beginning to fall off, and native merchant* declare there is but little more of this season's crop to come in from the i 
districts, still it seems probable that enough Tea is already to hand in this port and Kobe to raise the export for season 1880-81 to 38 million pounds, if t 
American market is prepared to receive it. 

At present there is no opportunity offering to ship eitner per sail or vii Sues Canal hut it seem* not unlikely that a steamer eil Suer may be laid 
on at no distant date. 

Overland rate of freight to Eastern States 3« cent* per lb. gross. 



DESCRIPTION. 



Msyebaabiilt ® * Hanks 
■ ■ »» 
.. 2* 

8 9 34 „ 
Kakedas ; Med. to Best 

Filature* i Best 

Medium to Good 

TEA :- 

Common... ... ... 

Good Common ... 
Median* ... ... 

Good Medium 

fine •• • ... 

Finest 

Choice ... ... ... 



PRICES PER PICUL. 



... ••• 



Aw»bi ... ... ,,. I** ... 

B»che-de-m«r 

Bees-wax 

Camphor 

China Boot 

Coppsr ... ... ... 

Cuttle Fish 

Gall Nut* 

Ginseng ( 70 a 80 pes. per catty) ... 

Isinsla.. 000 ""* " " ' ~ 
Isinglass 

Mushrooms 

Rsprsced Oil 

Bice 

Seaweed, Fine cut green 

., Large green 

Sharks' Fins 

Bulpbur 

lolwcoo, Common 

TeK« table- 
Wheat 



... 



— per picul. 
540 



f - to 

530 to 

510 to 520 

470 to 490 

540 to 290 

690 to 620 

540 to 570 



t 7.00 to 10.00 per 

13.00 to 14.00 „ 

16.00 to 17.00 „ 

18.00 to 1900 J 

20.00 to 28.00 ,. 

23.00 to 28.00 „ 

29.00 to 84.00 „ 



89.00 

50.:.') 
8.20 
8.25 

18.25 

12.00 
9.60 
0.61 
0.S9 

24 00 

ifi.oo 

6.80 
8.40 
2.30 
2.60 

80.00 
1.16 
4.76 

16.00 
1.70 



to $39.00 per picul 
to 63.00 ,, 
to 40.00 „ 
to SI. 00 H 
to 8.70 „ 
to 7.76 per ton. 
to 19.60 per picul. 
to 12.60 m 
to 11.60 „ 
to 0.67 per catty, 
to 0.69 

to 80.00 per picul. 
to 87.00 „ 
to 6.16 
to 8.80 H 
to 4.80 „ 
to 2.70 ,, 
to 42.00 „ 
to 1.40 „ 
to 8.00 „ 
to 16.26 „ 
to 1.90 „ 



Moderate busine**: holders apparently inclined to clear 
out stocks prior to tho New Year settlement of sc- 



Quoted by the Yokohama General 



EXCHANGE. 

With the exception of a slight spurt in Bank rate to 8/8{ for 4 m/s. sight paper, rate* have ruled pretty steady ilunng tho past fortnight, closing 
r this mail at almost the same rates as a fortnight ago. ... . „ . . , ..... . 

A fair amount of business ha* been doing both in Bank and Private paper, up to the departure of the last American mail, since when bat WO* ns* 



Bates remain steady. 

OR Lomdun.— Ban) 

» ., do Sight 

Credit* 6 months' sight . 

i, .. do. 4 do. ......a^.......*........ *s 

„ Palia.— Bank .8lght ._ 4.66 

„ „ Credit*. 6 months' tight 476 

„ Sbanqhai.— Bank Sight - 7»» 

Private 10 day*' sight 78* 




Cof Honokoso. — Bank Bight. ...... ..par. 

,, ,, Private 10 days' sight. i 7. dJswt 



t FbaK CISOO— Bsnk , Sight 

„ „ Private 80 days' sight.. 

„ NlWlOU.- Bank, Sight — 

,, „ Private SO day*' sight .. 



...59^ 

..sot 



Kinaatan, 167 p«r $100. 



rru»(*t 0JL.1 t+ililii)u>I b« t\* 



W. H. Tj 



ami J. B. Asetw, si Iks " Jarair Qiawrrs" Qfb*. JTo 70, Maia-rfrsss, Fo s ssssw. 
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MARRIAGE. 

On the 15th December, at II. B. M. Legation. 
Tokio. before J. O. Kennedy, Esquire, Ouxrai 
i'Ajfaim and the Rev. W. B. Wright, Joan Born, 
engineer, native of Scotland, to Mrs. A. Roam of 
Preston, England. 

b l K !> . 

On the 20th inat.. at No. 187 Bint, Ubdcbt D- 
second son of J. W. and Matilda Baora, aged 
6 years. 2 months and 14 days. San Francisco 
papers, please copy. 

SUMMARY. 

THE last edition of this paper dated 11th 
instant was despatched to Eu rope per 
M. M. steamer Uenialth via Marseilles, and 
|ho folio .ving mails have since been received 

M. M. S. FoJea, Marseilles Oct 81 arrd. Dec. 17 
M. B. 8. Ntfeats-Mani. Hong- 

kong, with London mail Nov. • „ Dec. 20 

and the following have been despatched : — 

M. M. Steamer Mount**., MarseiUea Dee. Is 



Tai attitude of Japan towards China in 
connection with Russian aggressions in the 
ooat is attracting considerable attention. 
Admiral Lssaoffsky, whose approaching visit 
to the metropolis has. been regarded with 
mingled feelings by tho Mikado's ministers, 
is anid to be detained at Nagasaki incapaci- 
tated by an accident which occurred the day 
before entering that port. The treaty be- 
tween China and Japan contains an article, 
referred to in onr last, equivalent to a bond 
of defensive alliance between the two conn- 
tries, and the firmest friends of Japan are of 
opinion that while China has carefully ob- 
served the obligations of the treaty, Japan 
bus been lax and indifferent. This import 
ant subject is dealt with at some length in 
our leading columns. 

Fotiiox commerce is showing some slight 
symptoms of improvement. Tho benefits that 
have accrued to the people are so fully appre- 
ciated that the attempts of the government, 
or of government agents, toinangnrate direct 
trade are likely to result in failure ; and in 
the course of a few months we may reason- 
ably expect to see a resumption of ordinary 
import and export trade. 

It is reported that some officials of rank 
are about to resign their post* in order to 
become shareholders in a company for the 
establishment of factories for the manufacture 
of cotton yarn. About eighteen months sgo 
the commercial newspsper of Japan advocat- 
ed the establishment of similar works, basing 
its recommendations upon figures intended 
to show the cost, working expenses, power of 
production and saleable value of the yarn made, 
with an unexpected result. The ChiugaiBukJca 
Shimpo succeeded in proving that the cost 
of home-made yarn would be at least twenty 
per cent, greater, and of quality much 
inferior to imported twist; and that this 
national industry would consist of imported 
machinery, imported raw material, and im 
ported skilled labour, the costly product of 
which was to be styled Japanese cotton yarn. 
There is but one objection to enterprises of 
this sort, but that objection is fatal— con- 
sumers will not pay the prices manufacturers 
mast receive to enable them to carry on the 
work without government assistance. 



The native press congratulates the nation, 
upon having sold 5 23.WO cards of silk-rggs 
at prices ranging between $0.bXI and $2.00. 
The fact is, that nearly one half, or 240,000 
cards, are not sold but hare been shipped to 
Italy for sale on Japanese account Italian 
graineur$ supplied themselves with almut 
290,000 of the best cards, and it is not likely 
Japanese speculators will find a ready market 
for their ventures in Europe. Assuming, 
however, the sale of the full number at the 
prices stated, the net profit enn not exceed 
$300,000; rvliilo the business of Inst year 
resulted in the loss of n fur greater sum. 
And it is for this that Japanese raerclianta 
year by year lower, by millions of dollars, the 
value of their raw silk export. 

Fibis in Yokohama mid the vicinity have 
been unpleasantly frequent. On tbo 1st 
inst. three blocks of buildings in the beet part 
of the foreign settlement wi re destroyed. On 
the 1 1 tli inst. a fire broke out in the centre 
and most respectable portion of Lite native 
town, consuming over 180 houses nml doing 
damage estimated at yen 400,000 : and at 
four o'clock on the morning of the 20tb 
instant another fire destroyed all the build- 
ings on five compounds, in the foreign set- 
tlement, including ono godown wholly des- 
troyed, and another the contents of which 
arc very seriously injured. Accidents ennnot 
be avoided, bol there is n fast grow- 
ing opinion that measures muHt I* sdopted 
to lessen the fieqoency nml ex tout of these 
disasters which are far from crcditnble to the 
municipal control of the settlement. 

Proceedings for contempt of court initiated 
by Mr. Martin Doiimen, acting consul and 
acting assistant-judge, ngsinst tho proprie- 
tors of tbis journnl, were brought to an abrnpt 
conclusion by the judgment drlivered by Mr. 
Justice Rennib on tho 13th inst. anbstan- 
tially deciding that tho court had no jurisdic- 
tion over alleged contempts not committed 
in /act> eun'ai. Tho letter said to constitute 
the contempt, the snmmons, and the judg- 
ment will bo found in the law reports ; and 
the whole proceedings will serve to show to 
what extent tho authority of Her Majesty's 
Court in Japan has been abused. 

A small JapanesR steamer of 88 tons re- 
gister, having on board a crew of 22 men 
and 60 passengers, took fire in the inland sen 
on the 12th inst, and although the M. B. 
S. t'jkio Maru was ablo to render speedy 
nitsistanoe 54 lives were lost, the pnstongers, 
many of whom were women and ohildren, 
having to throw themselves into tho water to 
escape a more dreadful fate. The vessel wan 
quite new, but, it is said, had only one small 
boat which was burnt before it con Id be got 
dear of the ship. This dreadfut disaster 
will probably lead to the issuance of stringent 
regulations for the control of passenger 
steamers owned by private persons. 
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OBINA AND JAPAN. 

THE position Japan hat taken aa a nation 
subjects the actions of her govern- 
ment to the criticism of the publie j and her 
existing relations with China have drnwn 
attention to a matter that twenty-five rears 
ago would hare been of little interest to 
the world at large. When state affairs 
attract l lie cariosity of the people, and give 
rise to opinions adverse to one or other of the 
powers engaged, it becomes the dnty of the 
journalist to digest conflicting statements, 
and present to his readers the chief points 
upon which the majority reat their case and 
found their opinion People ara now busy 
with the relations between China and Japan. 

To arrive at a proper understanding of the 
terms upon which China and Japan stand 
towards each other, it is necessary to quote 
a clause from the Treaty of Peace, Com- 
merce, and Navigation between China and 
Japan, signed September 13th, 1871. Article 
II of that treaty reads : — 

"Friendly intercourse thus existing be- 
tween the two governments, it is the duty of 
each to sympathise with the other, am) in 
the event of any other nation acting unjustly 
or treating either of the two (towers with 
contempt, on notice being given [by the one 
to the other], mutual assistance shall bo 
rendered, or mediation offered fur the arrange- 
ment of the difficulty, in fulfilment of the 
duty imposed by relations of friendship. "• 

When this treaty was signed Japan was 
not a tyro in negotiation. The government 
bad had practical experience of the working 
of the numerous treaties entered into by 
Japan with foreign powers ; and that those 
treaties had been considered and reconsider- 
ed is certain from the fact that, in 1871, the 
necessary notices of revision had been ex- 
changed between the government and for- 
eign nations, his excellency IwAKUBa pro- 
ceeding to America and Europe early in the 
following year at the head of a mission 
authorised to disease and settle the bases of 
■ew treaties. Article II in the Chinese treaty 
has no counterpart in any other treaty made by 
Japan ; and when the geographical positions 
of China and Japan arc. considered, the simi- 
larity of thrir interests, and the long isolation 
of both countries from the rest of the world, 
it may be reasonably inferred that the states- 
men who agreed upon article II recognised 
that, vit-i-vii foreigners, the national rights 
of China and Japan were identical : that 
matters affecting one would not leave the 
other untouched : that the enemy over- 
shadowing the future of China could not be 
disregarded by Japan : while upon the in- 
ternal government of either country the 
clause had do bearing. There may have 
been other and more weighty reasons for the 
compact. Mutual protection seemed then 
of vital importance. The designs of Russia 
upon Saghalin were patent; while their 
plana upon the Amnr and the Korean coast 
were then (1871) maturing. It would be 
no discredit to Japan, were she twice as 
powerful as she is, to acknowledge that the 
presence of a common danger induced her 



t to enter into a treaty with China 
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theorigin of the clanse is i 
the article stands, in all its sole 
in atreaty aigned by the chief statesmen of 



* This is a translation from the Chinese by the 
admirabl ■inolopur, the Into Mr. W. F. Mayers. 
I s aecurat-y is, therefore, beyond question. This 
Mr. Mayers " Mutual asais- 
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article is inaririned by 
fence and mediation," 



both countries, and ratified by th« 
tive sovereigns. The translation 
ambiguity in terms. There is no obscurity 
in the passage whiirh provides that in the 
" event of any other nation acting unjustly, 
" or treating either of the two powers with 
" contempt, on notice being given [by the 
" one to the other] mutual sssistanco shall 
" be rendered ;" ami as hto best opinions 
agreo that the action of Russia is of char- 
acter to give operation to article H of the 
treaty between China and Japan, it remains 
to inquire how that article is and has been 
observed by the last named ooantrp. and wo 
must first deal with 

1. Fomiosa.— Whether this expedition was 
warranted by the exigency of the circura- 
stances or not, we believe that nnder all 
conditions it was well known to be most 
distasteful to China. Sufficient eflorts were 
not made by the Japanese government to 
press the Chinese to undertake the punish- 
ment of the guilty Bhotans without the in 
tervention or assistance of a Japamso armed 
force. The m or its of the expedition, and of 
Japanese action generally in reference, to 
Formosa, it is not our province t> discuss, 
except in connection with the treaty of 
1871 ; and we believe, when that treaty ia 
considered, the expedition to Formosa under 

I the circumstances preceding it, may justly 
and reasonably be condemned aa a grave 
political error on the part of Japan. 

2. LooCHOO.— Ignoring tho learned argu- 
ments adduced on both sidos in support of 
the question of suxerainty as too abstruse 
and historical, we are prepared, for tho pur- 
poses of this article, to grant the legitimacy 
of all Japan's claims upon these islands, in 
order to propound the following questions, 
always in view of article II quoted above. 
Was it wise policy on the part of Japan, was 
it friendly towards China, was it not even a 
wanton violation of this treaty, to suddenly, 
and without notice, seize these islauds, for 
what other terra are wo to apply to the acta 
of Japan in deposing tho petty king, chang- 
ing tho form of government, appointing a 
Japanese governor, substituting kinsatsu for 
the native currency, an.l, to make the spolia- 
tion more complete, abolishiug tbeanoient title 
of the kingdom and annexing it to Japan as 
the Okinaw a ken ? Admitting the claim of 
China to Loochoo to be far leas cogent 
than even the Japanese government seem to 
ponsider it, was not tho action of Japan a 
salpablo breach of good faith, and of the 
cympathy and friendship professed for China 
in tho second article of a treaty mado but a 
few years before P 

3. Russia. — How will it be possiblo for the 
Japanese government to reconcile their action 
in the proposed public reception of the Rus- 
sian fleet with article II of the treaty with 
China? Admiral I/Essorrsrr, it should be 
distinctly understood, ia not sent to this part 
of the world aa a high diplomatist or dis- 
tinguished ambassador on a peaceful mission. 
He must appear to Japan in a very different 
light, and as all other nations regard him, — 
na the commander of a huge foroe drawn up 
in hostile array before the country to which 
Japan has, by solemn treaty, bound herself 
to render nssistance or mediation " in fulfil- 
ment of the dnty imposed by relations of 
friendship." It is far from our intention to 
indorse the opinions of those who are dis- 



posed to maintain that the i 
towards China is ons of wilful hostility 



on the part of Japan. Such an impression 
is at variance with facts, and with the policy 
of the government, and although the cases 



of tbe government, and although the 
here cited support such a view we 1 



support such a via* we bold to 
the belief that no stronger accusation can ba 
made against this country than want of 
thought, or absence of regard for the solemn 

compact and obligation of the tr. aty ; and 
we have strong hopes this belief will be 
confirmed by the abandonment of the pro- 
posed public reception of Admiral Lis- 
sorraiT, or of attentions to his Seat while in 
Japanese waters ; the presence of tbe fleet 
alone being sufficient to compromise Ja 
with China in the abstnea of a 



The bearing of Japan should be 
with the attitude of China throughout the 
trying period of what is not improperly con- 
sidered to lie Japanese aggression. Wbaa 
the first intimation of the Fomos* difficulty 
reached the Chinese government, anxiety to 



in the tons of 
of which wars 
gone too 
China 



off. rod her an opportunity to retreat without 



anxiety 

avoid a 

parent ; and was evidencod 
every despatch the contents 
made public. When Japan 
far to recede on her own 

an opportui 
humiliation; and when the provocation offer- 
sd to the older empire is considered. China 
acted as became a generous friend willing to 
mtko allowances for hot-headed errors of 
judgment, rather than as a justly irritated 
anil offended nation would act whose territory 
had been violated by a so-called friendly 
power. Next with regard to Loochoo. So 
far as is known, the policy of China in this 
matter has been eminently conciliatory. 
The readiness with which Li Huno-chajso 
accepted tho proposal made by General 
Gkaxt to submit the questions in dispute 
to arbitration, followed by a formal pro- 
posal by China to that affect, a proposal J 
ourtly, somewhat contemptously, 
entirely supports this view. 

It is, of course, a work of much difficulty 
to adduce instances of China's forbearance 
towards ber ueighbuur, because of the 
reticence always shown by that intensely 
conservative power in public affairs ; but 
what we do know seema to point to an evi- 
dently sinoere desire to conform to the 
obligations of friendship imposed by tbs 
treaty in a more marked and punctilious 
manner than Japan has considered necessary- 
Still, there ia enough before the public 
to point a somewhat painful contrast between 
the action of China and Japan ; and almost 
sufficient to warrant the assumption that the 
professed friendship of the latter is merely 
on tho surface, and that, at a suitable time, 
China may find herself betrayed by the power 
bound to ber by the most solemn treaty 
obligations. 

Jspan cannot always expect matters to go 
on smoothly. The consequonces of her treat- 
ment of China moat, soonor or later, become 
visible Already we learn from tbe Shanghai 
Courier that the latent hostility of China 
towards Japan is a contingency to be dreaded 
The following extracts from tho Shanghai 
Courier are worth attentive perusal : — 

"Japan at the present moment is not 
China's greatest or niist dungerius enerny ; 
for Russia just now occupies tha' poaition 
in a pre-eminent degree. But, after Russia, 
Japan is the only power with whom China 
is not on perfectly friendly terms We ars 
informed that this is so universally felt 
throughout the empire that one cannot eon- 
verse with n::y mitotan u of rank, or with 
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a>ny educated Chines* in the treaty port*, or 
glance over half n dozen number* of the 
Chinese newspapers published, in Shanghai 
or Hongkong, withoot the fmcts becoming 
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apnnrert. 

responsible for the existence of this unfor- 
tunate condition of affairs. . . Fortunate- 
ly it take* two to make the quarrel, and 
China, whether through eouud common- 
sense, moderation, or cowardice, whatever 
her reason may be, lias steadily refnsed to 
take op the glove which Japan has so osten- 
tatiously thrown down before her. Few 
impartial persons will bo inclined to deny 
that there were wisdom and statesmanship 
contained in Li Hoxo-CilAXa's conception of 
an nnited Bast, and that Japan chose I he 
wrong coarse in dissevering herself as much 
as possible from China.' 

The consequences of a rupture of friendly 
relations, whstover form they may assume, 
must be inimical to (he real interests of both 
countries, and we have no desire to consider 
them farther, preferring to deal briefly with 
the advantages that would flow from sincere 
and friendly adherence of both powers to the 
spirit of the treaty. Japan in a country whose 
first requirements to raise her to an equality 
with modern nations, is commerce. > liina, 
with her enormous population of food-consu- 
mers, offers to Japan the widest market for 
what Japan can prodnoe to greatest advan- 
tage, — grain of all descriptions. The develn- 
toeat of this nation's wealth will commence, 
with the first free export of grain made 
by prodncers untrammelled by official inter- 
feronce; and the close vicinity of China 
the extent of the field, and the prospective 
value of the trade, are matters that mast 
soon influence Japanese statesmen. Ouco 
Japan begins to acquire wealth there will 
be practically no limit to its accumula- 
tion. A commercial nation mast be always 
great and respected. She makes a mark in the 
world. Her uses are infinite, her influences 
so beneficial, that those who knew her not in 
her days of isolation, or quarrelsome inter- 
Tention is the affairs of others, become 
friends bound to her by the strongest tie 
recognised by mankind at the close of the 
nineteenth century — commerce. Politically, 
whatever the eventualities of Russian com- 
plications may be, even to the overthrow of 
the imperial dv nasty of China, the depriva- 
tion of territory, the innumerable dissstroos 
results of a crnel war, China, as a great race 
and nation, homogeneous, warmly patriotic, 
solid, and enterprising, will remain, whoever 
the rulers. China now seems to be awakening 
to a full seuse of what ber influence might be 
if the vaat wealth and strength she possesses 
were utilized and trained by able men of 
whom the country is not wholly devoid. The 
day may not be far distant when a reformer, 
by the force of will that brings great men to 
the front, will arouse the dormant energies of 
the four hundred millions of people, and the 
nation, like a giant refreshed, will arise from 
ber ignoble slumber, shake off her oppressors, 
and deal out terrible vengeance upon those 
who presumed upon her hour of agonized 
weakness, humiliation, and despair. When 
she feels ber own strength in war, as she haa 
long felt it in commerce, what ooontry's 
friendship can he so valuable, what country's 
hostility so dnugerous ? We are not singular : 
in these opinions. The I'M UM QattU* of 
October 6th says : — 

Underneath all the -tnlidity and marvellous 
industry of the Chinese is to be found, as the 
Abbe Hoc said long ago, that power of 
organisation, that capacity to endure fatigue 



and indomitable perseverance, in short, 
which, properly led, might make them the 
most formidable of all existing peoples. A 
nation of perhaps 400,000,000, all educated 
to n certain point, and all writing the same 
language, may some fine day discover among 
their Tartar rulers or themselves a man 
capable of using these stupendous masses 
and stirring the naturally peaceful disposition 
of the Chinese people. 

in conclusion weappeal to the statesmen of 
Japan to consider whether the opportunity now . 
offered to them of securing the friendship 
of China should he thoughtlessly or wilfully 
rejected. The friendship of a great |ieop1e 
is a plant of show growth, but it may 
wither and perish in a day. To a nation in 
danger, but fast awakening to a knowledge 
of her dormant forces, such as China is now, 
unconsidered " trifles, light ns air," may 
have consequences no human mind can 
foresee. Is it so certain Japan will enjoy 
privileged immunity, and be secure against 
enemies whose unjust demands are supported 
by threats, and becked up by overwhelming 
force? If an evil day should arrivo how 
can Japan appeal to China to fallit the 
article providing for mutual assistance, or 
with what justice can she ask for even strict 
neutrality when her own past actions rise up 
in judgment against her ? 

No one expocts or desires Japan to go to 
war for China; but all true friends of this 
country hope to see her influence nsed to 
avert the war with which her friend and 
ally is threatened. Public opinion seems 
to declare that her duty and honour alike 
require her governuiout to sot their faces 
resolutely and unmistakably against such 
a war; and it should be made known that 
Japan disapproves strongly, and looks with 
jealouseyes upon Russian preparations against 
('hina. It is above all things essentially 
necessary there should be no assistance ren- 
dered, no countenance giren, no " benevolent 
neutrality," no tampering with Russia. 
Strict and rigid neutrality, not in name but 
in deed, is ail that China seems at present to 
expect ; and how reasonable is the hope that 
Japan should adopt that course, may bs 
judged from the letter and apirit of arlicl 
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A CONTEMPTIBLE FIASCO. 

THE proceedings recently initiated against 
the proprietors of this jonrml by 
order of Mr. Martin Doohim, H.B.M. Retina- 
consul and ez-ojicia acting assistant. judge of 
H.B.M. Court for Japan, were disposud of 
by a decision delivered by the judge, Mr. 
R. T. Rihmie, on the 13th instant. 

It is not our intention to discuss the 
reasoning which led the judge to discharge 
the rulo, nor should wo have alluded to his 
decision in any way if that which was 
sorely the only dignified course had 
been followed. Magistrates, however exalted 
their ruuk, lower the dignity of their office 
by permitting themselves to travel out of 
tin) record, and to pass judgment upon mat- 
ters not strictly before them, or upon which 
ihcy have formed one sided opinions to the 
neglect of tho principle audi alle*am p-irUm. 

These reflections arise from due considera- 
tion of the concluding passage of Mr. 
Rxnnik's drcision. Had the judge adopted 
the courageous and manly ourse of saying 
in effect,— There is a ilnubt on my mind 
respecting the jurisdiction of this court in 



I shall give the defendant* the benefit of that 
doubt, and discharge the rule', — we shonld 
have had nothing to say. But hi* honour, 
whilo substantially deciding in favour of the 
point of law raised by defendants' counsel, 
proceeded to deal with the subject matter of 
a question over which he had not assumed 
jurisdiction and which was consequently, to 
all intents and purpose", out of court. 
The comments then made are calculated, 
if allowed to pass unchallenged, to have 
a very injnrions influence upon the 
business and reputation of the proprietors 
of the Japan Oazxtti. The jadge concluded 
his judgment when he discharged the rule, 
and we take the following words to convey 
the personal opinion of Mr. Rtvyil. 

I consider it my duly to ny that I have read 
tho publication in respect of which these pro- 
ceo lings have been initiated, that I consider the 
communis upon ths conduct and character of the 
acting assistant- jndgo of this court, made by the 
aymous writer signing himself " British Sub- 
ject" to bo of a mo»t improper and offensive des- 
cription, that some of the statements mode by him 
ore, as I have every reason to believe, whoUy 
untrne. while others betray the writer's utter ignor- 
ance of English law and the rules and pi ooedore 
of this court. I think the acting assistant -judge 
might well have afforded to despise such utter- 
sac*-*, hut I must express uiy surprise and regret, 
that the publishers of a respectable British journal 
should have allowed such an effusion to appear in 
its columns. 

The proprietors, of course, had no oppor- 
tunity while in court to defend themselves 
against these accusations, or to explain their 
action ; but they will do so now. 

The writer signing himself " British Sub- 
ject" is a well known resident of Japan ; a man 
of education, experience, high social stand 
ing, and reputation; and any communication 
from him must always command attention. 
On the receipt of the lotter headed " Mr. 
Martin Dohmen as a British Judge" our 
duty as journalists was plain. Tf tho 
grounds upon which the writer relied 
to support his assertion that Mr. DonMKS 
is not a fit person, and does not pos- 
sess the requisite qualifications to war- 
rant his appointment to, or assumption 
of the authority of, the office of acting- 
judge, were well founded the question raised 
was of vast importance to UlB MiJXSTT's 
subjects in Japan, and to possible suitors 
of all other nationalities, because it bore 
upon tho adminintration of justice by a 
court especially created to do away with 
the anomaly of untrained consular officers 
presiding over courts of law, and adjudicating 
upon matters to which they were wholly incom- 
petent to apply even the elementary principles 
of the English law The letter was read and 
re-read. The opinions and rulings of Mr. 
DoHMlS, cited in paragraphs numbered 1 
to 7 in the letter, wero examined and care- 
fully compared with the reports published 
and Buffered to pass unchallenged. In fact, 
many of the charges had been criticised be- 
fore, notably Mr. Dohmen'* utterly indefen- 
sible attempt* to intorferc with the editorial 
conduct of this newspaper in connection with 
law reports ; and the painful exhibition of an 
English judge doclnring from the bench that 
a constablo has no right to arrest without 
warrant, or without having seen the offencu 
committed. Having taken every proper pre- 
caution to verify tho statements made, all of 
which we now believe are, as we then believed 
them to be, strictly true, the judge's qualified 
contradiction notwithstanding, we decided 
upon the publication of the lotter, l>ut to make 
assurance doubly sure, a proof was submitted 
to a barrister-at-law for his opinion upon its 



nster-at-law lor tits opiu 
i and tho propriety of it* 
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It in with anxious curs of this kind that all 
matter is weighed and examined before publi- 
cation in the columns of the Japan Gaxittr ; 
and we may safely submit to the public deci- 
sion this answer to the stricturos made by 
the judge upon the proprietor*, concluding 
tins portion of our comments by pointing out 
th.tt the judge, by consulting the records of 
hia court, could have satisfied himself of the 
actual truth or untruth of the statements, and 
hare better deoided upon the propriety of their 
publication. If the statements were untrue 
an action for libel was Mr. Dobkex's remedy, 
but he, a person without legal training or 
judicial experience, preferred to set in motion 
a power that even the greatest judges in Eng. 
laud hesiUte to invoice; t ho consequence being 
that the proprietors of this paper, acting with 
every possible precaution, with a full sense of 
their responsibility, and bond fide in the in- 
tereaU of the foreign residents of Japan, have 
been subjected to legal proceedings non tho leas 
obnoxious because of their informality ; t > loss 
of time, to considerable legal exponses ab- 
solutely indispensable to successfully re- 
sist so formidable an engine as a pro- 
ceeding for contempt of court, and, 
finally, to extra-judicial censure which, 
as it could not be replied to, and was based 
npou matter not before the court, has placod 
them in a position of undeserved humiliation 
for the performance of 



their duty as honest, 
conscientious journalists. We bog our 
renders to believe that this defence of our- 
selves springs mainly from the respect we feel 
for all properly constituted courts of justice, 
and the properly qualified judges who preside. 
Though we should be the first to protect the 
judges in the fearless administration of the 
law, and from harsh or unjust criticism in 
the performance of their functions, there is a 
duty wo owe to oursrlves to perform, and that 
is to see that no accusations against us, by 
whomever made, shall be permitted to pass 
unchallenged or untravcrsed. Conscious of 
having committed no act that could be 
construed as exceeding the bounds of 
criticism a journalist is entitled to make, 
we viewed tho proceedings against us as 
purely vexatious; and were therefore whol- 
ly unprepared for the strictures of the 
judge. 

There is another aspect of the question 
that must not be passed over. The interests 
of the British community require that no 
person not possessing the qualifications 
described in the Order in Council, should 
preside in this court as acting-judge. 
While Mr. Kltrxil sits it may oorno to pass 
that his judgments will be severely criticis- 
ed ; but it is clear that criticism will be 
based upon widely different grounds to (heme 
set out in " British Subject's " letter. 
Should Mr. Rixvir leave Japan for a time, 
the Order in Council provide* that H. M. 
representative may appoint a fit pers in to be 
acting-judge ; and w repent, in tho words 
of " British Subject," and as a ju*t expres- 
sion of opinion, that Mr. Maetix Dobuin, 
the acting-consul, does not possess the quali- 
fications requisite for such aa important and 
n-sponsible jtidioial office; and that his ap- 
I -ointment thereto, even for a single day, 
would be a wrong to possible suitors who 
only appear in court to procure a solution of 
problems arising out of different views of 
t iieir legal liabilities ; and to the Yokohama 
Uir, now composed of gentlemen endowed 
with const lerable legal attainments. The 
establishment of the court for Japan has 
< (footed a marked improvement in the con- 
duct of legal affairs. That court has been 
presided over by Mr. Haxxm, (he late 



lamented Mr. Goodwin, and Mr. H. S. Wn- 
KtN.HOH, and now Mr. Kexkis ably tills tho 
office. Are these geutlemoii, all of them 
lawyers by profession, to bo succeeded, even 
temporarily, by a person who has attempted to 
usurp the power the Order in Council, 1878, 
specially intended to confine to professional 
men ? Can it be supposed that, if in theabsence 
of the judge, any urgent question in admiralty 
or bankruptcy should arise requiring the 
prompt intervention of responsible judicial 
authority, the duties of the judge could be 
performed by an acting consular officer 
whoso highest post, prior to his appointment 
as successor to Mr. H S. Wtt.xmos, was 
vice-consul cancollier at Tokio ; a gentleman 
whose views of the English law are best 
oxomplified by his utterances in those cases 
heard before biro, reported in the local press, 
and quoted by " British subject." 

Finally, we havo but one regret in con nee- 
tion with proceedings that serve to strengthen 
the demand for a revision of the law in regard 
to that intangible offence termed contempt of 
court; an offence in which the judge may be 
prosecutor, jury, judge and law mnkor in one 
person, irresponsible and supreme. We regret 
exceedingly, that in a nation where the scanty 
rights of foreigners are subjected to daily 
encroachments and aggressions : where the 
administration of Japanese liw and the prooo- 
dure of native law court* are so bid that the 
English language is inadequate to convey a 
reasonable impression of them : where free- 
dom of writing, approaching even to licence, 
is not merely useful but necessary for our 
existence and protection : where fearless yet 
conscientious journalism is the only true safe- 
guard of foreign commerco and the people 
who conduct it— we regret exceedingly, that 
tho first instance of intolerance to proper, rea- 
sonable, and not unkind criticism, should be 
displayed by an English court of law. Hap- 
pily, however, the duties we have undertaken 
to perform are too weighty and responsible 
to be interfered with by any process Buch 
as that recently set in motion against us. 
Whilo performing our duty, as we have 
done in the past and intend to do in the 
future, we shall not forget "that it is equally 
incumbent upon us to manfully resist judges 
when they attempt to use unfairly the power 
they possess to inflict punishment for con- 
tempt of court, and to take care, at all risks, 
that the law of libel shall not be suffered to 
restrict fair and reasonable comment."— Dec. 
18. 

OUR POLICY. 

THE history of foreign journalism in 
Japan, particularly during the last 
few years, is not Imppv, nor does it reflect 
much credit open the conductors of the 
majority of the journals. With our con- 
temp o-ariuJ wo have, however, nothing to 
■In, onr intention being to take advantage of 
tho opportunity afforded by the recent pro- 
ceedings initiated ngniust us by order of Mr. 
Martin Dohmkn, to make an explicit declara- 
tion of the principles upon which tho Japan 
Qazettb has been oonduoted during the last 
three years, and will be oonduoted in the 
future so long as it remains under the control 
of its present proprietors. 

The Japan Oazitts is devoted to the 
interests of commerce. Not commerce as 
some few understand it — the separate in- 
terests of foreign merchants as distinct and 
apart from tho interests of the people of the 
couutry in which ire live, -but commerce 
upon the broad principle that the welfare of 



uot pri- 



oach is most effectively achieved by 
the welfare of all, and for this purpose we 
subordinate the advantages of foreigners to 
those of Japanese, holding that no ' 
be lucrative to the former that is 
manly profitable to the latter. To 
trade abuses of every kind, from wealthy 
government supported monopolies to the 
foil ies of individual traders who are unable or 
unwilling to perceive the extent of the inevita- 
ble injury thoy are doing to the commercial 
future of their own country : to advocate 
the principles of free trade aa oppoaod 
to protection and ita host of kindred 
economical errors : to urge upon the rulers 
of J apau that the wealth of a nation must be 
measured by ita capacity to exchange its own 
commodities for those of other countries : to 
draw attention to the idleness of tariffs and 
commercial conventions to regulate a trade 
wholly insignificant in proportion to the capa- 
bilities of the people conducting it : to show, 
by sound argument resting upon facta, that 
the wealth of Japan is practically unlimited if 
the commercial policy of the government 
wonld only permit of ita realisation : to atrip 
commerce of that false mask which has too 
long stood in the way of ita ext 
nationality — and demonstrate that sue 
ful commerce is universal: to attack and 
expose abuses and meannesses whether 
thoy arise in the administrst.ion of Japan, 
in our legations and consulates, in ooarte of 
justice, or the publio lives and actions of 
individuals: to advocate sound and manly 
principles and a healthy tone of society; 
and. finally, to do our duty foarleasly and 
without regard to persons or consequences. 

Wo are quite aware that in following 
this lino of conduct we must, in the common 
order of things, incur the enmity or reeont- 
raeut of many whose influence for good or 
evil is considerable ; while too often an attack 
upon an abuse or public wrong is apt to 
wound the susceptibilities of friends for 
whose regard wo have a high appreciation. 
These disadvantages are inseparable from the 
profession of a journalist in a small community. 
We are also aware that by the adoption of a 
less faithful policy : the advocacy of olaaa 
or party interests : a servile support of gov- 
ernment measures, or an unscrupulous use of 
this journal as a moans for the inaii 
teachings of a mistakon political and I 
policy, we might better advance onr per- 
sonal interests. But we have elected to follow 
what we believe to be the right path ; and 
we hold that a journalist owing a divided 
duty to bis supporters, the public, and an 
employer whose interests ho secretly ad- 
vocates for reward, is a traitor to both and a 
disgrace to the profession to which he claims 
to belong. 

It is this feeling which has so frequently 
caused the Japan Gazctti to assume an an- 
tagonistic attitude to the government of this 
country ; but wo have always felt that the 
transparent sincerity of motive was the best 
explanation that could be offered. A modern 
writer on the position of the press in Eng- 
land says: — "Certainly a journalist is not 
bound to maintain a positiou or an attitude 
of antagonism to every government, bnt be 
is bound to place his independence above 
suspicion ; and to make the help given 
honourable and free from the charge of inter- 
ested motives, tho relations of a journalist 
to a government should be beyond question, 
and approach, if need be, to the borders of 
what courtiers would call rudeness, and to 
what history and human instinct call man- 
hood," and this is one of the bases upon 
whiob we seek to conduct the Jap as Oazitti. 
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Intention of announcing nor 
its; it is a simple business 
■yond the resell of change of 
n it possibly he modified by 
threats of distinguished or 
na who deem themselves, as 



We have no 
policy in heroi 
arrangement be 
editor ; nor en 
complaints or 
influential pe ra- 
th ey very often do when their mere existence 
is unknown to the newspaper, insulted and 
wronged in respect to every trifling, and, at 
times, very legitimate criticism. But we desire 
to lay this exposition of oar policy before onr 
subscribers, in order that they may jndge 
from the past, and confirm their experience 
by the future, that there is at least one 
honest journal published in the English 
language in Japan. 

There is no bravado, for certainly none is 
meant, in our assertion that neither intimida- 
tion nor tin eats, nor attempts to interfere with 
the proper liberty of tho press, can be tolerated 
or submitted to. Wo shall do onr work accord- 
ing to onr lights, and not suffer ourselves to 
be prevented in tho performance of our duty 
by anything short of an edict suppressing 
tho paper, or forcing its conductors out of 
tho country. The writer previously quoted 
thus define* tho true duty of a journalist, and 
as tlie principles am so entirely in accord with 
onr own opinions we endorse and doclarc thorn 
to lie part of this enuno atinn of our views 
on the same subject. " Tho journalist who 
U ever on the watch to lend a helping hand 
here or there whero it may bo needed, by 
patient merit or thought, or skill in labmir, 
who looks rather for that which is worthy 
than that which is unworthy, but who 
nevertheless meets vice or crookedness in 
public action as an unalterable foe, is gene- 
rally safe. People gather around such a man 
in the end and tell him that ho belongs, aa an 
institution, to the community in which be 
live* and which ho serves. The motto of a high 
dignity, ' I serve,' implied of old something 
the reverse of servility, and it carries to this 



1876 1.000,000 

1877 l.UiO.OOO 

1878 O2),000 
187t> M 0.0*1 
18*) 523,000 



furnish the Italian growers with means to 
produce sufficient Japan silk for the Engli-h 
and Continental markets to render shipments 
from this country a mure secondary con- 
sideration. Tho effect of the Italian crop on 
Japanese prices has been demonstrated to 
exhaustion ; but we will once again refer to 
tho hard figures. The silk season of 1875.76 
ruled 8438 for good No. 2 hanks. The 
day a good old-world leason though far short European crop for that year was fair, lint in 



of the highest. No prouder law can be 
looked to by the journalist who would do his 
dnty as a man in his generation, who abhors 
law courts, but who wonld faco any court, 
or all the courts in tho world, rather than 
apologise for what ho does with a calm 
and sincere purpose, and what after con- 
. sidoration doosnotshow him to be improper or 
wrong. A newspaper, rightly conducted, will 
ever be tho centre of the life of a community 
an editor, if he claim no more tban his due, 
will rarely have any difficulty in obtaining 
that due. He may set dictation at defiance 
if only he will not set reason and justice at 
>."-Dec. 18. 



JWisctllaneous Attirles. 



SILK.BOG EXPORT OF 1880. 

THE Mai Nichi Shinbnn says :-The 
tions of our merchants have effected a 
great improvement in the silk-egg business 
of this season. At first, high prices prevailed 
and rnled fro-n $1 80 to $2.00, receding to 
$1.00 to $1.25, and, finallc. from $0 80 (o 
$l.'iO. Of the total number of cards one- 
sixlh only remain on hand. Under these 
cifiMm'tmiee* our ni'M-el.anU realise consi. 
deiable profit, although the number of cards 
exported is smaller than m any previous year 
aim-e Hoi: and no cii-.es of bankruptcy are 
reported amongst the deal- -in as in other 
years. The annual export of cards has 



lfKH 450.000 ... 1S70 1.800.000 
1865 3.000.000 ... 1871 1.340.000 
lSfiC 1.500,000 ... 1872 l.?M,000 
1867 950.000 ... 1873 1.450,000 
1K6S 1,400.000 ... 1874 1.300.000 
1*89 1,400.000 ... 1875 1.75O.0JO 

Putting asido the disastrous results of this 
trade during the past fivo or six years, we find 
the Mil' ffiehi Shinbnn congratulating the na- 
tion upon an improvement, and the profit re. 
alised. Let us sen wlmi it all am mots to. .-Vs- 
auming the Mm' tfithi Shinbnn to bo corr.rct in 
its figures, we shall be sife in saying that the 
average 'all round' price of the cards exported 
has not exceeded, if it 1ms reached, $1.2' ■ per 
card, which givos a gross rot am of $*327.GOO. 
From which mast lie deducted the 
cost of production, transport to a 
mnrkot, commissions, and all othor 

say 45 oeuU per card ... 235,350 



$392,250 



subject to still fnrther diminution by the 
losses that will arise from unsold cards Ac, 
Ac, which, small as they may be, must affect a 
balancoso trifling as that shown above. Under 
tho most favourable cirenmstances, there- 
fore, the net profit cannot exceed $300,000, 
the bird in the hand which Japanese mer- 
chants appear to prize so highly. Tho othor 
side of this picture displays tho benefits that 
would accrue to Japan" if the pernicious 
trade in silk-eggs were altogether prohibited. 
300.000 cards of the best silk seed of Japan 



tho spring of 1876 it hegan to bo whi-pered 
that silk in Italy would bo poor and it was 
finally reported to bo a failuro for that ai-aaon. 
What was the oonseqnence? Thoaverage price 
of No. 2 hanks in Japan for six mouths, 
July to December, 1870, was $8V.», or nearly 
100 per cent, advance. Here was Japan's 
chance, but sho neglected to seise it. Tho 
export of eggs to enable the Italians to 



replenish their crop should have 
as tho ono thing ueedfal to rest< 
of 



stopped, 
tho staple 
in Japan to its proper 
of this, advised to act 
with tho utmost caution, and strongly 
urged not to protect the Italian silk industry 
•t the expense and ruin of thoir owii, 
Japanese merchants went on shipping eggs 
as the returns above given amply prove. 
From the very moment it became known 
that silk-eggs would be exported an before, 
the price of raw silk in Japan rapidly declined 



if, sinco then, a much higher 
$500 has boen maintained 
It is unnecessary to go beyond one or two 
season a to show how serious the loss sustain- 
ed by tlie country is, for in the past two 
vears the profit on egg* has been nothing. 
Assuming that no eg** had been sent for- 
ward last voar, and none this, Jupan would 
cortainly ho minus the vaunted $300,000 of 
profit on this season's transactions; bnt she 
would have been a large gainer in the en- 
hanced profit on her raw silk. Even if no 
grenterijiianlitv of silk had b /en required than 
that shipped to dale, and the European 
markets deprived of some 20,0<X> to 40.000 
bales of Japano-Italian silk had only given 
to ruling price! here an increase of 20 per 



cent., what would have been the result P The 
export for 1879-80, and the half of the pre- 
sent season of 1880-81, may be put down, ap- 
proximately, at 25.000 piculs, $100 per picul 
on whirli means $2,500,000 ; or nearly eight 
and one-half times the sum the ifni Niehi 
Shinbnn brags about as profit on lUk-egg*. 
But on the quite reasonable assumption that 
owing to n rednaed European crop an extra 
20.000 piculs of raw silk had been required 
from Japan, there would have been an influx 
of $12,000,000 evtra into this oonntry, 
leaving a n -t profit, after allowing for the 
fullest cost of production, of $5,000,000. 

The Japanese, bowover, it is most ehariU 
ulilo tii suppose, cannot realise the meaning 
of largo figures. A paltry sum of three 
hundred thousand dollars is preferable to a 
prospective three hundred millions and 
tho people go on, year after year, com- 
mitting commercial suicide, while the go- 
vernment look on and moan over tho balance 
of trade, and tlie hateful intrusion of for- 
eigners into Japanese commerce. 

But unfortunately tho M-ti Kiehi Shiubun 
is not correct in its figures. What it con- 
siders to be sales are nothing of tho kiud. 
This artiele is written upon tin basis of the 
.l/ai Sirki S)tinbu.i'$ assertions being correct, 
namely, that 523,000 carls have hrjrn sold to 
foreigners at higher prices than list year, that 
is averagins from $0.80 to $2.00. But wo must 
point out to the .l/.'i iWc*i Shinbnn thit sales 
nf cards to foreigners this season have not 
exeeedel 205,000: llist the remainder, about 
245.000, have b.--ou shipped direct by Japanese 
producers and merchants for sale on their ac- 
eount in Ita'y. Only one-half, therefore, of 
the shipments for this year luve been paid for 
•o far ; the remainder is a speculation on native 
areimnl the result of which will not be known 
until spring of next year. I> the Japaaese 
encounter the same opposition in Earope thst 
they have exp*rie iced on previous occasions, 
wo cannot 'onsratal-ite the country upon its 
prospects of a profit on the silk-egi«' trar.sie- 
lions. but arc afraid we ahill have to condole 
with the shippers and tho trade upon very 
heavy losses on silk-egg* alone, independently 
of the immense loss on their silk industry. 

The entire Japanese press should blush to 
advocate — to permit to subsist without the 
bitterest condemnation — a trade which is 
ruining the silk industry of their 
Dec. 18. 



COTTOS YARN FACTORIES. 



THE native press hails with delight the 
proposed formation of companies for 
the promotion of national industry, and espe- 
cially mentions the woollen fiicloiies and the 
iuuiviue of factories for cotton yarn. We 
should also applaud theso new enterprises 
if they promised to prove beneficial to the 
nation at large, but we cannot bring our- 
selves to look upon either woollen cloth 
factories or cotton yarn factories as likely to 
be paying enterprises unless the nation is 
inordinately and especially taxed for their 
maintenance and profit. 

If they can bo made to pay is, of coarse, 
tho cream of the argument in favour of their 
formation or otherwise. But the question is, 
how can they bo made to pay ? If the coun- 
try produced its own wool, manufactured its 
own machinery, and possessed cheap labour 
and fuel, we could understand tho policy of 

; but 
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induce the people to make use of the 
of the country for the oonntry 's ben. 
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as thin is not the case ; aa the wool and the 
machinery matt he imported, and skilled 
labour in this conn try is not only scarce but 
dear, we fail to see how a woollen factory 
can produce blankets or cloth to compete in 
cost with imported goods. 

The same arguments Apply with even 
greater force to the establishment of cotton 
yarn factories, because the production of 
cotton in the country is inadequate to supply 
the wants of the peoplo in padding their 
futon*, dresses, snd sleeping garments. For 
all other purposes cotton is imported from 
abroad. Thus Japan is already importing 
cotton from other countries, before putting 
np mills for the manufacture of yarn. 

Doth these industries, therefore, will be de- 
pendent upon imported rnw material, import- 
ed machinery, and a considerable proportion 
of imported skilled labonr. The woollen 
factory established by the goTemmrnt in 
Seoji, although under the mansgement of a 
highly intelligent Japanese gentlemsn who 
thoroughly acquired in Germany the neces- 
sary practical knowledge for successfully 
mnnaging a cloth factory, is, we understand, 
anything but a success in a pecuniary point 
of view, and is not likely to be the cause of 
inducing the government to open other estab- 
lishments of a similar character; but, wool 
manufacture abandoned for the present, we 
Irani from the Ahebuno Shinbuu that some 
officials of rank, that is, high government 
officers, are resigning their posts in order to 
be able to join in the establishment of cotton 
yr.rn factories. 

The Chiugai Bukka Shinjw, some eighteen 
months ago,' advocated the establishment of 
cotton yarn factories, and produced figures to 
show the benefits that would accrue from 
snob, factories. We then pointed out tliat the 
Chiugai Bukka Shivpo'f figures wero wrong, 
and that, upon its own showing, snd its own 
figures, a heavy loss was inevitable. To-day, 
we are more than ever convinced that enter- 
prises of this nature aro entered upon by 
l lie Japanese blindfold, and that unless the 
government intend to protect the under- 
takings by heavy import duties on manufac- 
tured woollens and cottons the factories will 
be bankrupt within a short time of their in- 
auguration. That they can be made to pay by 
such heavy imposts is, of course, a certainty, 
but they could only be made tc. pay the few 
shareholders, among whom, the Akttxmo Shin- 
bun says, there will be several ex-officiala of 
rank, and they would liecome a heavy burden 
on tbo thirty-five millions of the people of 
/Japan. It would bo a very unwise nnd des- 
tructive policy for the rnkis of this nation to 
make thirty-five millions of their people pay 
80 cents per pound for blankets which they 
can buy to-day at 40 or 42 cents, and for 
cotton yarn in proportion simply to en- 
courage improperly culled native industry, 
nnd to benefit lite pockets of u few share- 
holding cx-ofhYiiiU oT rank. 

It would certainly appear a stranger ano 
maly if the government, finding tin 
as they do, obliged to curtail their 
penses because the people cannot support 
further taxation, should inaugurate a policy 
which would increase the cost of the people's 
living; yet without high protective import 
duties no wool or cotton yarn factory can be 
at present profitable in Japan. Before enter- 
ing upon speculations that must, if continued 
by means of official support, prove a heavy 
burden lo the mx-payerx, it would l»e well if 
some of I l>e advocates of cotton yarn '- 
would deal with the cost of rt.e 



SRtisfy themselves that it is not far cheaper 
to import ready made cotton yarn than the 
eotton out of which they propose to make it 
for themselves. — Bee. 18. 



■ own ex- 



TEE COAST TllADB. 



THERE are few facts more conclusive 
than those offering themselves to 
the mind in the form of figures ; and an 
instance of this is shown in the official re- 
turns of the const trade of Great Britain. 
In 1849 the protective navigation laws were 
in full force. They were repealed by an 
act of parliament passed Jnne 26th, 1849, 
which came into operation on the 1st Janu- 
ary 1850. Reference to the returns gives 
the following particulars of tonnago of Bri- 
tish and foreign vessels engnged in the coast 
service for different periods. From 1840 to 
1849 the increase wns Bmall, bnt after the 
abrogation of the navigation laws the movo 
ment assumed remarkable dimensions. Thus 
in 

Tonnage 
1*40 10,760.056 
1854 18.7C2.107 1.996.061 tons increase in 14 years. 

1861 17.8C1.779 4.439.671 7 „ 

1873 81.369,167 *,107,388 „ „ „ JJ „ 
1878 86,0*5,806 8,670,638 6 ., 



they are likely to pimlnce, >U r< I. ai\e market 



A gross increase of 12,283,698 tons in 
twenty-four years, or nearly double. This 
wonderful impetus was given by the act of 
parliament which threw the trade open to all 
competitors; yet there wore many intelligent 
statesmen who unhesitatingly declared that, 
the navigation laws rcpcaled,.foreign vessels 
wo old come in and destroy tbo finest nursery 
for seamen in the world. 

The arguments opposed to this view were 
not considered satisfactory. They were, 
however, simple and to the point. If foreign 
ships can carry coastwise for less freight 
than our own vessels, the owners of the latter 
have mistnken their vocation, and had better 
turn their nttention to more remunerative 
objects. That by just so much reduction of 
freight as may be caused by open competition, 
the owners of the produce carried would be 
gainers. The effect upon shipowners of the 
repeal of the navigation laws was tremendous. 
Finding their former protected monopoly was 
destroyed, they resolved, like sensible men, to 
encounter every opponent and defy all com- 
petition. What was tbo result ? Encouraged 
by the prospect of participating in those rich 
freights secured by monopoly to English 
coasting vest-els, foreigners came in, and 
in 1854 British and foreign tonnage wns 
respectively 12,702,107 and 46,483; the pro- 
por tion of foreign tonnago to British being 
0.36 percent. In the twenty-four years during 
which British tonnage n.-nrly doubled itself, 
foreign tonnage only incrcasrd by 65.507 to 
a total of 111,990, or 0.45 per cent of Biitihh 
tonnage entered and cleared couslwisu w ith 
cargoes in 1878. 

These figures show that protection, aa 
applied to shipping, is or no value. In Great 
Britain every port is free, yet tho entries of 
coastwise vessels with cargoes at ports in 
the United Kingdom in 1878 represented no 
less than twenty-five million tons. Japan, 
on the other hand, only permits the export 
of commodities from five treaty ports, con- 
fines the carriage coastwise of all produce to 
the government steamship company, and 
refuses to grant the people the privilege to 
charter and use cheap vessels for coast 
carriage, simply Ix-emme those vessels are 
u. 



Several of the Mikado's ministers have had 
considerable experience in commerce. Re- 
cognising its importance they have studied 
many of the problems it presents ; and it 
would seem that the most difficult question 
is that relating to the coastwise traffic. No 
ono wishes or expects Japan to abandon her 
right to control the coast service : nor do 
the peoplo ask for the admission of foreign 
vessels unconditionally. This matter has 
been represented to the government many 
times through this journal ; and then* is no 
doubt that such regulations for the employ- 
ment of foreign ships could be made, pro- 
viding even that a fixed proportion of the 
crews must be Japanese subjects, as would 
place all vessels so trading with unopened 
ports nnder efficient control. An outlet 
noce opened for Japanese produce, trsdt 
would spring up (for we do not call 
exportation to the oxtent of $25,000,000 
yearly tride), tho wealth that is lying 
idle in money as well as in produce, would be 
realised, and pot into circulation, and the 
effect of all this would bo a rapid improve- 
mont in the value of currency, that thorn in 
tho side of the government. It must be ap- 
parent that if Japan can use 100,000,000 yen 
of paper at par with specio while ber home 
and foreign trade is confined to ita present 
dimensions, she could arid would use doubls 
that sum if the vast machinery requisite for 
the trado of which the country is capable 
wero put in motion. 

We disclaim any intention of advocating 
foreign interests in this matter. The law of 
Japan permits Japanese to purchase but not 
charter ships from foreigners; and we may 
snfely say that few foreigners would prefer 
to charter, in face of the competition that 
wonld set in if tho coastwise laws were modi- 
fied, instead of selling their st«amera. It is 
the interests of the industrious and enterpris- 
ing people of the interior that induce us to 
dwell upon this subjret, and to present it in 
every light to the ministers, all of whom 
know and feel, as well as we do, that the 
poverty of Japan is not the fault of the 
country or the peoplo, but arises from im- 
perfect commercial legislation wholly un. 
suited to the wants of a growiug tradal 
empire. — Dee. 11. 



THE MITSU BISHI COMPANY. 



have received the following 
from a Tokio 



To the editor of the Japan GaMette. 
Sir : — You speak often in your paper 
abont the monopoly of the coasting trade of 
Japan enjoyed by the Mitsn Bishi Co. I have 
tried in vain to find out from my Japanese 
friends what tho oxtent of this monopoly is 
or whether any legal monopoly exist* at 
all. Will you bo good enough to inform me 
what the acts are, if any, which the Milan 
Bishi Co is permitted to do snd which other 
Japanese are by law forbidden to do ? 

Tours respectfully, 

X. 

Tokio, Dec. 9th, 1880. 
Our answers must be short The Mitsn 
Bithi Company is permitted to do all thnss 
things which the government can do and the 
people may not. That it is a government com- 
pany or undertaking we conceive to be an 
assertion requiring little demonstration. Mr. 
Iwasaki Y at aro, the nominal head of the 
concern, stated that the ships with which be 
le business were given to him by 
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declared that " Iwasaii Yatabo is proprietor 
"of the Mitsu Bishi Steamship (Company," 
adding " Mr. Iwasaki Yatabo ia owner of the 
"Mitsu Bishi Company, and also the manag- 
" ing director of the company. The Mitaa 
" Bishi Company is culled a company, bnt 
" it dooa not consist of many persons." Then* 
statement* involvo grave contmdictions. 
Pint, Mr. Iwasaki Yatabo cannot be the 
proprietor of ships (fit en to him by the 
government, because the government have 
no power to alienate state property. The 
government cannot give away vessols belong- 
ing to the nation which bavo been paid 
for out of the revenue raised from the people. 
Second, if Mr. Iwasaxi Yatabo is, as he al- 
logea, and his brother affirms, the sole owner 
of the vessels, it is impossible he can be 
managing director. Managing director of 
what t Of his own business, but clearly not 
of a company. Directora, if there are any, 
are the servants of Mr. Iwasaii Yatabo, not 
co-trustees with him for the protection of the 
interests of a body of share holders, because 
there are no shareholders ; and, the vessels 
being the sole property of one person, the 
"company" certainly has no interest in 
them, and consequently owns no assets what- 
ever in the shape of ships to entitle it to be 
called a steamship company. 

A clear understanding upon this point ia 
desirable, for the ground upon which we 
rely ia that tb« Mitsu Bishi Steamship 
Company is a government concern nnder the 
management of Mr. 1wasa.ii Yatabo ; and 
when tbe latter has accounted for the pro- 
ceeds of the business iu obedience to the 
demand of an official auditor, the inference i 
we draw from the evidence before na will be 
confirmed. We have other reasons for onrl 
contention than those set forth, but it ia not 
necessary to state them now. 

With respect to 'legal' monopoly we neither 
know nor care anything, for it is certain 
the laws of Japan effectually preclude all 
ships, not Japanese owned, from entering', 
non-treaty porta, unless such ships are ' 
chartered by the government through their [ 
commercial agencies. Nearly every semi- 
official company, has chartered foreign vessels 
for this " illegal trade " aa it is said to be 
when the people claim a like privilege. 

The Mitaa Bishi Company possessing the 
only steamships worth a thought under the 
Japanese flag, has thus a virtual monopoly 
of the whole trade of tbe coast, except be- 
tween tbe treaty ports; and so powerful is it 
that any competitor is quickly driven off 
the line upon which he may venture. 

It is difficult to define what those 
ire which the Mitsu Bishi V. 1)111- 
is permitted to do and which 
Japanese are ' by law,' forbidden 
to do. What the MiUu Bishi Company 
is plain to all ; and with regard to other 
they are permitted by liw to do 
everything— until they try. All that is ne- 
cessary is to obtain government permission. 
If a man desires to opuu a sheep-farm he 
must ask permission : the same with a mill, 

sort ; and 

urged upon our attention time 
w »in that we are in error in say- 
ing that a Japanese cannot obtain permis- 
sion to use a chartered foreign vessel for 
bis own trado between porta not opened by 
treaty ; that there is no laic to forbid 
such a proceeding. We now reiterate 
the assertion, in positive, definitive terms, 
that whether tho law permits it or not, 
the necessary permission to charter foreign 
Tessels can only be obtained by persons who 
•ot oo behalf of .the government, aa shown in 
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or commercial undertaking of any 
it baa been urged upon our attei 



the case of those ships loaded with rice at Shi- 
monosoki and elsewhere, and with coal at 
other non-treaty ports If, as sumo main- 
tain, the law permits private persons to 
charter foreign vessels, why is there not 
a bureau specially opened to receive the 
applications ? The fact is, that no such 
permission is ever granted, for wo know, 
and have cited instances, where applications 
bo made havo born refused point blank. 

A summary of our reasoning amounts to 
this. The Mitsu Bishi Company is a go- 
vernment undertaking, in no cense entitled 
to rank as a popular movement to establish 
a native mercantile navy. The ships com- 
posing the float are the property of the nation. 
Mr. Iwasasi Yatabo is, therefore, the manager 
or trustee of national property. The vessels 
running under the name of the Mitsu Bishi 
mail steamers have, as we have seen, cost the 
company nothing. The company is not only 
the privileged liconcee of all government 
coastwise transport, but it enjoys the addi- 
tional benefit of a considerable annual subsidy, 
or subsidies, paid oat of tbe national purse. 
The privilege* it thereforo holds are of tlie 
very essence and creim of monopolies, because 
no other person, or independent company, can 
obtain the same or similar grants. Whether 
these advantages, undoubtedly possessed, are 
legal or not, and whether privilege means 
illegality in a country where there is no law, 
or a grant that is made beyond the law is 
justifiable, are questions we leave our cor- 
respondent to solvo for himself. 

We have always maintained that this 
nation is taxed by tho Mitsu Bishi Company 
iu two ways. Directly, in the form of state 
property alienated, and by subsidies paid ; 
and indirectly, in the form of freight on 
native productions. Those taxes are tho 
result of tho governmental effort to maintain 
an establishment that bus no parallel iu the 
history of commerce of any other nation 
under tho sun. 

The Mitsu Bishi Company, for reasons 
beat known to itself, chooses to consider our 
attacks upon an utterly indefensible principle 
to bo a scries of attacks upon its so-called pro- 
prietor. This is a very grievous error of the 
tatter's own making. When wo complained 
about the rioe monopoly, the agents employed , 
might, with eqaal injustice and equal folly, < 
have considered our comments to be personal j 
attacks upon themselves. So far as tho Mitsu | 
Bishi Company is concerned, it does its work j 
well ; and if it lakes advantage of the pri- 1 
vileges with which it is endowed, it only docs 
what all persons iu the same position would 
do. What we complain about is that a com- 
pany called A. B. or C. D., has, by virtue of in- 
fluences that cannot be invoked to the aid of 
others, secured for itself privileges which are 
in the highest degree injurious to the Wel- 
fare of tho Japanese people as a body. And 
we are persuaded that tho only true policy 
of a government is that which uims at the 
general good, irrespective of individual rights 



1 . As to ships owntd by Japanese. Is there 

anything to prevent a Jnpanese buying a for- 
eign ship, if he lms money and chooses to spend 
it in that war ? If a Japanese were the owner 
of a strainer or sailing ship, would he be for- 
bidden by the government to employ that 
ship, either in the coasting or foreign trade, 
without a special permit, or lionise? If so, 
are there any reasons for supposing that such 
a license would be refused to any Japanese 
shipowner who Applied for it ? 

SJ. In regard to foreign vessels chnritrtd by 
Jnpnnese. Do you know whether the Mitsu 
Bishi Omprtuy hss been allowed to charter 
foreign ships nr to use them when chartered 
in any manner which would not be allowed 
to Japanese in general, except for the pur- 
pose of transporting goods belonging to the 
government — that ia, belonging properly aud 
ostensibly to the government, not merely to 
a semi-official trading company ? 

Yours respectfully, 

X. 

Tokio, December 14th, 1880. 

We have never given our correspondent any 
reason for supposing that J apanese subject* 
are prohibited from purchasing, or employing 
after purchase and registration, any steamer 
or sailing vessel. 

Our reply to the previous letter of X was 
intended to show the amount of privilege or 
monopoly the so-called Mitsu Bishi Company 
has over any other company or individual in 
the country : namely, that the Mitsu Bishi 
Company is privileged to nominally own vessels 
which belong to the nation, to employ those 
vessels at arbitrary rates of freight fluctuating 
in aeeordnnre with (he opposition encounter- 
ed, while it is able to drive out of the field any 
company or person who may attempt to 
compete with it in freight, because iu steamer* 
cost it nothing : and it is. moreover, sustained 
by enormous subsidies paid by the nation. 

The Mitsu Bishi Company can. therefore, be 
said to have the entire monopoly of the coast 



trade of this country, for it ha* privilege* 
and support from the government that no 



ami privileges. — Dec. 11. 



H. 



A TOKIO correspondent sends us the fol- 
lowing letter :— 

To the editor of tho Jujkiu Guzetle. 

Sib: — Thanking you for your kindness in 
replying so fully to my letter of inquiry about 
ilio Mitsu Iiishi Co., may I yet truuble you 
with a question or two more, because there are 
suiue things in your reply that surprise me so 
much that I want to be quite sure I have uot 
misunderstood you. 



other company can obtain ; because it is 
empowered to run for its own benefit vessel* 

uot belonging to it but to the nation, while 
no other company or person can run or employ 
sny vessel that is riot the actual property ef that 
company or person. 

It would be extreme lolly for any private 
individuals to embark their cspitsl in the 
purchase of steamers which would have to run 
in competition with the Mitsu Bishi Company, 
because the latter ran, without any sscriflce 
to itself, annihilate the capital of the person* 
so ul tempting to compete, by reducing its rate* 
of freight to a minimum at those places where 
the competing steamers appe.tr. If the Mitaa 
Bishi Company employed its own capital ia the 
snme way that other Japanese subjects are re- 
quired to do who embark iu such business, 
mid, moicover, sustained itself by it* wealth, 
energy, and busine** eapvily. we should not 
have u word to sny except n its praise : but 
us this is not the case, its vessels being the 
property of the people to whose detriment they 
are employed, wo fail to see why its posi- 
tion should not be called s monopoly as 
complete as though expressly established by 
law, seeing that the government have enabled 
it by the aid of money advance* to prevent, 
when it chooses, any other vessels from corn- 
luting with it. 

With regard to the second question raised 
hy our correspondent, wo say briefly that we 
reeognixe no distinction between government 
trading aud semi-official trading. We should 
be glad to have iofermaliou on this point from. 
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X himself ; because, hitherto, we hare treated 
official and semi-official traders as one, 
for neither hare declared or accounted to the 
nation for the results of their ventures. We 
look upon government tradiug in any c»ac »s 
a monstrosity, and upon semi-official trading, 
if there is such a thing, as worse ; the former 
being ait openly declared action, the l itter a 
deceitful action to the snroe end.— Dtr.. 15. 



FIRE ENGINES : STEAM OR BASD? 



AN old resident of Yokohama, experienced 
in the ways of the firoa which formerly 
did great execution in the old settlement, 
takes excenthm to the encomiums bestowed 
upon the services rendered by steam tir. 
engines during the late 6ro on lots 66. 80, Ac. 
He supports his coutention on several good 
grounds, and it will be advantageous to the 
members of the fire brigade to take tho mat- 
ter into their eartieat consideration with a 
view to the practical implication of those 
suggestions that may prove valuable on ex- 
amination. 

Mr. Heot is of opinion that steam fire 
engines are, aa a rule, deficient in the first 
essential of such machines in a place liko this 
where the lightly built houses burn with great 
rapidity. The time required to get up steam 
is frequently sufficient to permit the fire to 
secure a bold so strong as to ensure the des- 
truction of the building and its contents, nod 
to threaten the safety of, if not actually to 
ignite, the adjacent erections. One or two 
small hand engines, easily driven and worked 
hj eight or a dozen men, are far more effec- 
tive at the commencement of a fire than the 
moet powerful steam engine can be when the 
fire has obtained headway. On the Continent 
of Europe no fire brigade is without a 
sufficiency of hand engines of different sizes. 
At the first alarm of fire the small engines 
are forthwith in readiness ; these are followed 
by larger band engines, and, by the time the 
engine is ready, several streams of 
r are playing on the property endangered. 

from the promptitude of their 
are often sufficient in them* 
Ives to extinguish a fire; in other cases, 
>p the flames so much in check 
steam fire engine arrives in time to 
the destruction of the building 
the fire originated ; whereas, without 
the timely aid of the smaller hand pumps, 
sUam engines would have been compara- 
tively nsclcss ; for it ia idle to argno about 
their effectiveness in protecting build- 
ings which would never have been endanger- 
ed if measures had been originally adopted to 
keep the fire under in the place of its origina- 
tion. In support of this, Mr. Hiot refers 
to^a passage in a report ii 

engine of Mr. Kavrb-Brajhm is 
ed as having been used with great snc- 
ceas in preventing the spread of the flames. 
This little pump worked by six men, draw- 
ing its supplies from a cistern of rain 
ally prevented the destruction 
which was in imminent danger 
engine. Of the 
buildings destroyed by communication with 
the first fire, there is little doubt in tho minds 



in this paper of 
the small hand 



of a building 

prior to the arrival of this 



of tboeo who were present that much eould 
have been done to protect them, had tbore 
been a moderate sufficiency of hand engines 



the 



moiency 
exposed 



wood work took 



fire, the flames rapidly spreading ; whereas a 
well directed i i M h souls with band power 



would have put out these beginnings of 
destruction and saved tho building. 
Shino and Mason's engines are quite 
large enough to send a respectable 
stream of water well over the roof of the 
highest bnilding in Yokohama : and as a 
honso fairly in flames is almost always 
doomed, the wisdom of wasting powor and 
labour by pouring water upon it to tho neglect 
of surrounding buildings is, at beat, question- 
able A sound judgmont will at once poroeivo 
and estimate pretty accurately, the chances 
of saving the buildings really on fire ; and 
where those prospects are small tho entire 
force of the brigade should be diverted from 
the burning mass, morally certain to be a 
total loas in any event, to tho neighbouring 
erections ; for it is in preventing the exten- 
sion, not in extinguishing fires, that engines 
and pumps are most useful and always will 
be so. And for this purpose, there ia more 
safety in a multitude of small streams 
promptly ponred on, than in one or two 
inrger applied when, in the judgment of 
experienced onlookers, it is too late. Light 
engines, capable of quick and easy transport 
from place to place, of being used with suc- 
tion hose, and so constructed that, in the 
absence of water in the immediate vicinity 
it can be carried to them iu buckets or 
barrels, are tho necessities to prevent the 
spread of fires ; and the more of these 
useful machines there are stationed through- 
out tbo settlement the greater will be the 
security. 

With regard to steam fire engines, Mr. Heot 
has no intention of disparaging their usefulness 
in large cities where fires occur in lofty ware- 
houses and burn occasionally for days ; but 
he questions their utility in Yokohama where 
a building is hopelessly on fire within half an 
hour after the alarm has been given, and 
some time before steam can be got up. 
There are other contingencies not to be over- 
looked in weighing the respective merit* of 
steam and baud engines. The former are few 
in number because of their cost ; an accident 
to tho machinery, illness or absence of the en- 
gineer, difficulty of rapid movement, quantity 
of water required, Ac, Ac. Hand pumps, on 
tho contrary, are comparatively inexpen- 
sive. One or two out of order is a circum- 
stance of small moment, as there are others 
ready to supply thuir place at a moment's 
notice; they can be moved about quickly, 
and can be made very effective whore the 
water supply would bo useless In a steam 
engine, finally , Mr. Hkgt suggests that as 
steam engines are of little use unless iL is 
high water iu the creek, one or morn should 
bo kept on a barge iu the creek together 
with a few Shasd and Mason's hand 
puuj|ie. A floating engine could be moved 
round tho settlement almost aa quickly, if 
not more so, than is tho case on shore, and 
atenni could be got up whilst the barge is in 
motion. 

Mr. Hkut is a practical fireman who has 
rendered g""d service in I lie earlier days of 
Yokohama when fin-, when ver it commenced, 
was a serious threat to the entire settlement, 
and any opinions of his on a subject with 
which bo is so familiar are entitled to the 
respect of our firemen who have themselves 
done good service. For our part, wo have 
little experience and no special knowledge of 
the subject treated of by Mr- Heot, and we 
should possibly bo premature in endorsing 
bis views ; but we shall be glad to open our 
columns to the discussion of a subject of con- 
niderable interest and importance to us all.— 
D*C. 10. 



ON FIRES IK YOKOHAMA. 

FIRES are the chief nightly excitement 
of the people of this town at the preacn'. 
time. These disasters admit of several clas- 
sifications, for instanco, native and foreign, 
accidental unfortunate, Ac., Ac. Aa aoon 
as the bell rings every foreigner in the place 
buttons on his overcoat, puts a few cigars 
in bis pocket and one to his mouth, an 1 
sallies forth in the beet of spirits. He im- 
mediately picks up three or four companion v 
and they all stride forward to tho place cf 
amusement, chatting merrily. When tb*r 
roach the scene of conflagration, if the Mar- 
is shooting rapidly upwards, they pleasant) r 
discuss the prospect of a good fire, and bet» 
are freely taken as to how many houses wi i 
be burned, how far it will reach, Ac., A- 
They then put their hands in their pocket-, 
and sit down upon empty boxes, smoking 
cigars. This is as it should be and it makc< 
the night pleasant and agreeable to a 1 
parties. 

After the first few buildings ham fallen 
in with a crash, these gentlemen adjourn 
to tie clubs 
and 

stimulants. A 

this is to drown their grief for the fall 
of the houses and for 
destruction of property, 
seized upon a few more streets the fin- 
brigade comes rapidly along. Their nnifonm 
are carefully adjusted, and they walk with 




that dignified s 
fire-brigade men or to the 
They assemble in the 



only 1 1 



e in the plenitude of the r 
the scene of action, and having 
to aee th»t 




might around I 
carefully surveyed the 
there is no deception in the 
it is a bond fids fire, thoy 
scientific discussion as to the 
obtaining water, and after i 
nearest creek is decided upon 
likely place to afford a sufficient supply i f 
that important oloment. They then corns 
to tho conclusion that the next best thing to 
do would be to introduce the nostle of the 
water-pipe into the creek and commence 
pumping. A man onoe told me that the 
fire-brigade of Yokohama is the most scien- 
tific body of men in the East, and that ►> 
great is their cleverness that every member 
of it baa a different plan to propose,— end 
that such is the excellence of these plea*, 
that it takes lengthy and weighty considen- 
tion to decide upon the best one. AfUr 
sundry quarrels, and much high aod strong-j 
flavoured language, they decide upon the 
best plan and apply the water to the wall* • f 
tho houses already burnt. This is in otil. r 
to SAve the bricks and stones. 

After the public have been i 
manner for some time, a 
war's men come rushing down l 
fixed bayonets. This tends to 
pnblio with s 
and 

makes the scene picturesque 
Sometimes the military insert the points < f 
their bayonets, into the garments and entit le 
of the bystanders ; and this makes peoj. « 
langh and onlivens things generally. A m m 
once told me— ho suffered much from lie 
gout, poor fellow— that not long ago at a fin» 
in Yokohama, be received, while endeavour- 
ing to get out of the way, a prod of a bayou t 
in the gluteal region that made him I, •? 
abont as lively as a cricket, and he essoin 
| me that he has never f*lt a twinge of ir>« 
great toe since that uw». Ordsrs are tint, 



line of 



in ti». 



with 
lis 



'his tends to impress tie 

nse of the " pride, porai-. 

of glorious war," ai <i 
licturesqne and theatrical. 
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given to the Japanese police in English, 
French, German, and several other languages 



alto in a language which is i»digenou$ to 
this soil and which seems to be composed of 
some Japanese words interspersed among a 
quaint medley of all the aforesaid langua- 
ges spoken together. Apropo* of Japanese 
words a friend of mine says apparent rare 
nanUt im gurgite vasio. This shows what a 
learned body of men the Japanese police 
most be, and what a stiff entrance examina- 
tion they most hare pissed. I hare been told 
that at a certain fire in Yokohama, my in- 
formant counted no less than forty-seven 
languages, hot that man chewed tobacco and 
swallowed nicotine, so I did not belie™ him. 
No community could be so learned as to 
Speak forty-seven different languages. 

After a few streets hare been reduced to 
ashes, the owners of the burned honses 
retire into back parlours and read insurance 
papers. A man once told mo that he saw 
the owner of a house which hod beou just 
burnt down retire — no doubt in despair — 
down a darkened alley-way with a roll of 
papers under his arm. He followed him lest 
the poor fellow should be tempted to do 
something rash, and saw bim reading by the 
dim glimmer of a lamp, a number of for- 
midable looking documents, while a burst of 
maniacal laughter followod oach sentence 
read. My informant, horror-stricken, leaned 
over the man's shoulder and discovered that 
they were, alss !— insurance polioies. No 
doubt the shock of the loss hnd been too 
great and had doranged the poor man's 
intellect. Sit tramit gloria mundi &r. 

After the fire has spent itself, and the 
people are thoroughly satisfied with the 
performance, the fire-brigade extinguish the 
cinders and put the lights out. The coolies 
then, poor fellows, aftor working hard all 
night, remove whatever they can lay their 
hands on to their own homes for safe keep- 
ing. Like the " little busy bee," industrious 
that they are, they " improve the ihining 
hour." " 8ie rot non vobis," £c.. 

Tbo clubs and hotels are now crowded, 
and the night's amusement is discussed in 
the liveliest manner imaginable. Many theo- 
ries are brought forward as to the beat means 
of extinguishing fires ; and the most pro- 
minent among the theorists are the gentle- 
men who sat on the empty boxes, and who, 
from their excellent position of observation, 
are doubtlessly qualified to give utterance to 
opinions which must command the respect 
and admiration of the public at large. It is 
worthy of remark how animated these dis- 
cussions become as the night wears on, and 
such is the absorbing inten-st that foreigners 
in this community exhibit in the matter of 
fires, that they discuss combustion into the 
small hours of tho morning with commend- 
able persistence, while the increased glow of 
their faces, and the dilatation of their pupils, 
and an occasional thick and husky utterance, 
indicato how deeply thev have the subject at 
heart. A mau once told mo th:tt he daw two 
foreigners so excited on one occasion, that, in 
au argurnout concerning the power rf steam 
pumps, they were about to decide by physical 
contest tho exact amount of atmospheric pro- 
sure upon water at sea level, (Bar. 3t>" — 
Therm. 60° Fahrenheit). The arjuinfitum aii 
bu:u!nm was, however, prevented by the deci- 
sion of a be tbo who carried his master home 
viet armii. 

On the following morning tho commercial 
offices throughout the town are fillod with 
business goutlonv. n who yawn a great deal, 
though their eyes leem mora wide-awako and 
open than ever, and who gase abstractedly 



over desks and through windows— no doubt 
absorbed in abstruse calculations concerning 
tho relative action of parafin oil and cold 
water in connection with combustion. What 
may yet bo the result — important to society 
— of such abstruse calculations it is not for 
an outsider like me to determine. The 
general present result, (the "boys" say), 
is the deglutition of aerated fluids to restore 
mental vigor. This, however, 1 must say con- 
cerning fires — that the people who appear to 
be the most philanthropic, and who make the 
I greatest efforts to arrest the career of the 
I blase, and who do their utmost to save pro- 
■ perty and effects, are members or representa- 
I lives of the various insurance companies. A 
] man onco had the audacity to suggest to ms 
i that it was just barely possible that all this, 
lor at least part of it, might be done from 
I interested motives, but I scornfully repelled 
the innuendo. He was a materialist. As I 
gnzed upon a late conflagration in Yokohama, 
the roar of the blaze and the hum of human 
voices, became mingled in my ears like the 
J rush of many waters, and as I strode silently 
and slowly towards my lonely home the 
I breeze wafted me the following, — 

SONG OF THE KIKE. 



/ ria#. 

1 'Tie time* to away now — tia no use to stay now 

" To list to this habhle of masters or minions, 
' He was surely no fool, sir, who made this a Mb 



" ' As 

-Dec. 20. 



are opinions — opin tons- 
il ICHAKL LIBER. 



" Now where are you rushing?— No more of this 
pushing 

" Or you'll find, my good friend, to your sorrow — 
your sorrow, 
•• That if you art so, nun. brfore Mr- Dohinen 

to-morrow." 

Japmttt Policeman tingi. 

" Kaji 'taktan todoiino, and I say sure as I'm a 

" Policeman Nippon, unless they haiaku 
, " Viu atiaa wrompan, like oU lamp an" 
* •• Yokohama burn up Uke tobacco— tobacco !" 

Pirt-krifaJe man ringi. 

j '■ If I could compel thorn to do as I tell them 
" Tho fire would right soon be extinguished— 
extinguish t*l 

1 " Such a parcel of donkeys— such jabbering monkeys 
1 "Tbey are that my plans are relinquished- 



SmwU sksas. 

'Oh! Dear ma how shocking !— this swaying and 
rocking. 

•• My clothes wUl bo spoiled, I declare Fwed coa- 
found it ! 

' Let's get from this rabble, and heathenish babble 
" And 'stead of going to it, we d bettoh go- 
t it." 

tody i» bvrninj AflttW »ia S «. 



■ My dresses and bonnet ! The ornaments on it ! 
•■ Good gracious I'll die. if I lose but a jewel ! 
•Tie dreadful to think of! my things on the 
brink of!" 

" Becoming the prey of the fuel-tho fuel ! " 



n'ayj. 

It's awful annoying— this wholesale destroying, 
" By Jove ! it in ueaxly beyoni all rmlurance : 
' But still it in pleasant, to think for tho pmrnt 
" That the loss will bo nicely rnpuired by insur- 

Jf<in-o/-K«lr « iil.m 

' Say, Bill, this is jolly— such gammon and folly 
" As these cores go on with - such bustin' and 
fhoutin' 

1 A right useless faction, all talk and no action ! 
" BUI, the most thing they want is a cloutin'— a 
cloutin' " 

By^tandert tiny. 
It will take that house down sir— I'll liet yon a 
crown, sir." 

" It will. »ir. it will, sin' " 'twill not sir, 'twill 



ADVICE TO YOKOHAMA EDITORS. 



When, editors, you are about 

To make soma strong comment 
Upon some magnate's conduct who 

By government is sent 
To rule in Eastern climes— beware. 

And just forbear the sport, 
The powers call such naughty wordi 

A " gross contempt of court," 
A gross contempt of coi 

A gross contempt of < 

The press to hear expected is. 

To see, and nothing ear, 
Or «lse 'tis said to make th< 

The ' powers ' oaa find a way i 
So that you all must take due care 

Not to o'erstop the line 
Of reverence, for fear you might 

Be mulcted in a fine. 
Oh ! Always shun a fine— a fine. 

Oh ! Always shun a fine. 

Your peers have not a word to say, 

A jury ; — nonsense, fudge ! 
His Honor is in such a case 

The jury and the judge ; 
Fo if my warning you neglect. 

And violate the laws, 
Yon surely will be brought to court 

And made to "show the cau* -," 
Avoid that 'showing cause'— the cause, 

Avoid that ' showing cause,' 

And if you happen to escape. 

The judge will surely toll 
You that, although he did not want, 

He mijfct have fined you well ; 
You're sure to get a rating sound. 

Vernacular, not French. 
For daring to presume so far 

As criticise the Bench, 
Beware the sacred Bench. 

With double meaning hedge your uasa 

And do not speak outright. 
For fear your language might not be 

Accepted in the sight 
Of those who duly re, -eeent 
The country of the' free. 

c -they're likely to 
i that be.' 



the ' powers that be '-that be, 
:<i the ' powers that bo.' 



ope you'll take the hint, 

when you're tempted next to let 



'Tie for your good that thus I 

I hoi 
And wl 

A letter into print 
Take care it hurts no conxul's corns 

Or else as sure as fate, 
' Contempt ' it will considered be 

At ev'ry Cousulalo, 
Avoid the Consulate, my frien la. 

Avoid the Consulate. 

Miciuxl 



The breese is increasing "—" no, I think its 

cea»iug " — 

"Ha! there! it is caught— so I thought, sir, I 
thought, sir." 



Is the mail news published by the Manila 
pipers to hand yesterday are several items re- 
ferring to the naval forces of Spain in the Phi- 
lippines. The Council of Ministers st Madrid 
have had their attention drawn to the naval 
preponderance of Japan, which has sixteen 
I modern vessels, while those of Spain in these 
j wstcis arc few snd old. The construction of 
one large vessel, two gunboats, and two torpedo 
boats for this station has therefore been 
ordered, the naval forces to be farther increased 
ss the resources of the treasury will allow. 



What the 



JpuSCii to 



be between J»P"" 



sad the Pbilippioee it not rtatad.— Jhty Prat, 



the Japan gazette. 



Correspondences. 



MZBCATOB'8" GRIEVANCE DISPOSED OF. 
We are not retpontibh for the op into it $ 



To lb* editor of the Japan Qauite. 

8m :— On the 2nd instant you published 
• lolUr headed " A Grievance," and signed 
" Mareator," in which the writer informs the 
British community thut " bnsinese force* him 
" unfortunately, but frequently, to attend be- 
" fore the British Consul to obtain hie notarial 
" attestation to hie (the writer'e) aignstur*,'* 
and that in return for the Mexican dollar 
whieh he baa to pay for that service, he re- 
eeiTee invariably an attestation in the French 
language. The writer further states in effect 
that he is not the only vietim of this irregular- 
ity, which, according to him, involves the Tali, 
dity of contracts, of transfer* of land *c., but 
he deeiree to "repeal that any British merchant 
" in the settlement who ha* transacted notarial 
" business at Her Majesty's Consulate during 
"the l**t few month*, can corroborate the 
"statement* here made." 

Here then i* a solemn affirmation to the 
effect that during the last few months all 
notarial act* bar* been performed in the French 
language, whether the applicant* asked for it, 
or not, or whether they liked it or not. 

Now, in the first place, *uch a person a* 
" ltWcator," — whoee "misfortune" it j* to 
hare to attend frequently before hi* coniul or 
hi* substitute to get hi* aiguatur* attested, — 
doe* not exist, for the simple reason that the 
notarial attestation of the (ignatare of any 
Britith tubjeet i* a natter of seldom occurrence 
at this Consulate. 

Secondly, it i« a part of my duty to prepare 
all notarial attestation* and certificate* for the 
Consul'* (ignature, and to the beet of my 
knowledge, no each attestation or certificate, 
applied for by a Britiah subject, ha* ever been 
delivered in any other than the Engli«h lan- 
guage, either by the Britiah Consul or by my- 
•elf, except upon one occasion when the signa- 
ture of Mr. waa. in the mouth of 

October, attested in the French language in a 
document called Rapport da a varus da navirt 
11 La France" 

If at any other time an attestation of the 
signature of a Britiah *ubject ha* been deliver- 
ed in the French or any other language than 
English, on the application of a (abject or 
citisea of a foreign elate, and on a document 
to be uaed in a foreign country, it i* a matter 
which concern* neither •' Merrator " nor any 
other Britith subject. 

For the information of those who.— like 
" Merrator,"— May call in question the validity 
of any attestation in the Freneh language, I may 
menliou that in case it ihould become necessary 
for the Con*ul to attest the signature of Her 
Majesty'* Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs himself, on a document to be 
nsed in Frsnce, such attestation would be 
written— by Hi* Lordship's own direction— 
not in the English, but in th* French lan- 

As you have considered *ueh a frivolou* 
complaint to be of sufficient importance to re- 
publish in your Mail Edition of the lllh 
instant, I am directed by Her Majesty's Act- 
ing Consul to request that you will give to 
this letter the same publicity a* you have to 
that of " Mareator " 

™* "I **" V*a>wV* • 



I am desired to add that in future no notice 
will be taken by Her Majesty's Acting Con«ul 
of any grievance, whether real or imaginary, 
brought forward by anonymous correspondent* 
If any British *uhject think* he hue any 
ground for complaint, or desires to obtain in- 
formation regarding th* official acts either of 
the Consul himself or or any of hi* subordinate 
officer*, that information can be obtained on 
application to the Consulate, or, if preferred, 
to Her Majeaty'. Legation in Japan. 

I am, 

Sir. 

Tour obedient servant, 

GEO. J. L. HODGBS, 
British Pro-Consul. 

British Consulste, 
Eanagawa, December 13th, 1880. 

MEKCATOE'S GRIEVANCE STILL 
UNDISPOSED OF. 



To the editor of the Japan 

Sir : -The letter of H. B. M. pro-consul on 
tho subject of my grievance, which appeared 
in your issue of 13th instant, bears the impress 
of the masterly hand of the British acting 
consul himself. That such is the case must 
have struck all your roadera, and the conclud- 
ing paragraphs of that communication more- 
over, contain an acknowledgment of this 
interesting fact. 

A comparison between tho dates of my 
first letter, and that of tho British acting 
consul's effusion by his pro-consulur mouthpiece, 
will show that it took no leas than eleven days 
to concoct the document (singular both as regards 
phraseology and grammar) under review and 
which signally fails to dispose of tho complaint 
embodied in my letter. The British acting con- 
sul's letter is comfirmalory (both by distinct ad- 
mission and justifiable inference) of my state- 
ment that notarial attealatiohs have of late been 
more or leas frequently drawn up in a foreign 
language, and I for one do not hold with the 
dogmatic dictum that mutters of public interest, 
•uch as notarial acts of necessity are, do not 
concern either me or any other British subject. 

Many consuls, acting consul*, and vice-con- 
sul* have preceded the proacnt office holder, 
and I . know from personal experience and 
minute inquiry, that in no single instance ha* 
tho French language been used in H. B. M. 
consulate at this port for notarial purposes, 
until a very few months ago. It must, there- 
fore, strike every interested person thst the 
innovation I complain of is, to say the least, 
either absolutely unnocessnrj and irregular, or 
that notarial acts in former years must have 
been, in many cases, improperly performed. 

With reference to the introduction by the 
British acting consul of the name of H. M. 
secretary of stale for foreign affairs, in com- 
municali nil of the nature of tint now under 
consideration, 1 must own to most seriously 
questioning its propriety. 

A few words, in conclusion, concerning the 
office of the distinguished gentleman selected 
by the British acting consul to addre«s yon on 
this matter. His official title is distinctly re- 
corded : not so his doubtless multifarious 
d Hies. T.ie former reminds ms of the pro- 
consuls of antiquity, who were clothed with 
supreme control of the outlying provinces of 
Home, had command of the troops, 
chief judge* in civil and criminal mutters, with 
power to inflict capital punishment. History 



tell* u* thst wheu a Roman consul re»igm:l 
bis office, he received a commission as pro 
consul, and as we are often reminded of tho far: 
that " history repeats itself," I imtgine it ia but 
reasonable to assume that our British sioting 
consul complacently looks forward, from th' 
fact of Britain having once been a province of 
Rome, to his elevation, at the termination o: 
his present term of offiiso, to the dignity of a 
pro-oonsulship. 

On th* other hand I am extremely doubtful 
as to the wisdom of appointments in Japan by 
Great Britain to such an important office si 
that of pro-consul, for with so highly aensitir i 
a nation as Japan such acts ars likely, mor 
especially at the present juncture, and on th- 
eve of a revision of the treaties, to be views-; 
as hostile or aggressive. 

Ptrfide Albion, as our French friends hsv^ 
it, with thy two pro-consuls in the P*r But— 
Mr. Hodges in Japan and the viceroy in 
India — it surely is not politic or consistent 
of thee to thwart Russia in her disinterjstsl 
of philanthropy and civilization. 



Your obedient 



MER0ATOR, 

Yokohama, Dee. 18, 1880. 

P.8.— Can you inform we whether it is s 
rule of H.B.M. service that a junior o&xt 
shall be the medium of his senior's correspon- 
dence with the press ? In the CaarrUr da 
Japon of the 18th July last, we were < ' 
by Mr. Dohtnen's valiant but wholly i 
sary defence of H.B.M. diplomatic 
five, in connection with some general oommmts 
in that paper on the surreptitious publication 
of what purported to be a draft of the revise.1 
treaties. Now I find Mr. Hodges writing on 
behalf of the British acting consul. It waoM, 
therefore, seem fair to assume that HB.M 
constable will in his turn when necessary, 
take up the cudgels for H B.M pro-consul. 
But in that ease there would only « 
office messenger to fight Mr. White's I 




To the 



J AS A BRITISH JUDGE . 

of tho Japan OatttU. 

Sib:— I yield to no member of this com- 
munity in respect for Mr. Rennie as a juiiritl 
officer or as a gentleman ; and, therefore, it i* 
my intention to examine with great care, ia 
view of Mr. Ronnie's strictures, the language 
(of the facts I have no doubt) an I tone of my 
letter puMishad by you in the Japtn OtutU of 
November 27th. Unfortunately, the subject 
require* more tiroo than I ran now devote t» 
it, but I promise your readers within a vcrv 
few days to return to tho subject in ell it* 
bearings. 

Yours Ac.. 

BRITISH SUBJECT. 
17th, 18S0. 



A FLEE BELIEF FUND. 

To tho editor of the Japan Gauttt. 

Sin, — I have receive.! the following suborn; - 
lions for the fsmily of Yokoyama YasUro wl.o 
lust his life in the execution of bis duty -.i 
fireman on the evening of ihe 1st day of this 
month, at the fire which occurred at No. 6'i. 
and for the maintenance and medical ex|«rns« 
of five other firemen who were seriously in- 
jur*d.tt M «».fire, 
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Phoenix Fire OSce 

Manchester Fir* OS-* 

Hongkong Fire Insurance Co npaoy. Limited 
North British an I Mercantile Fire Inaur- 

ooee Company 

Ijondon Auuruii-e Company 

China Fir* Insurance Co npsny. Limited ... 

Northern aaauranee Company 

London ami StaffonUhir* Fira Insurance 

Oo-npany, Limited 

T«iut' a **hire Insurance Company 

8cottish Imperial Insurance Coopany 
Helvetia 8wi«a Fira Insurance Co<apaay ... 

North Gt nan Insurance On optny 

llaiisentic Fire Insurance Co npioy 

I*ru*sian Ni'ional Insurance Co upany 



panv 

Imperial Fire ] 
A. J SdVpherson 

Bisset A Co 

J, C. Masf.m 

Lnbnck Fire Insurance Company 

B -rlin and Colog.e Fire Insurance Company 
Commercial Union Aseuranoe Company 
Qoe.n Imuran oa Company 



? i 
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$ IS known M makers of cheap safe*, (imply for 
» 10 1 riporUtion, and the home price of Mr. F. 
Bealu'* ««/« would he X4.17 9— leas 15 per 
rent, discount. 

Mr. George Wither* of Wttt Bromyto* if a 
well known imker of deed boxes, i»fee. Ac, 
■id bear* a reputation in England. 

Youra truly. 

KINSATSU. 



2.1 

:n 
«n 
20 



Homoeo, 12th Dee.. 18S0. 



©ctaslonal jftotes. 



f 140 



and T hare received from the Victoria Steam 
Fire Engine Oompiny the mm of yen 25. 

These sums together mike a total in yen of 
586 which I propose to diatrihu • in the fol- 
l.i wine mnnner. 

To the family of deceased Tokoyania 

Yaala.ro Ten 100 

To tli* funeral exp*?ns«s an 1 uinmorial 

Ublet of the decease \ Yokoya-na YaaUro ,. 60 

To the in* U<m1 attiin Isnse an I uainlen- 
>nM of the firn injured men du.iug 
their inability to work 16! 



It is reported that Mr. Rennie, judge of 
H. B. M. Court for Japan, it about to lake 
leave of ahaence and proceed to Europe, 
mid the question is, who is to be his suc- 
cessor? The Orders in Council are not 
clear upon the point so far as Japan is 
concerned, but section 10 (I) of the Order of 
1878, provide*! lor such a contingency when 

■ rising in Cliina. There the assistant judge 
li'is always been a barrister, and although 
nciiher Order contains any el ipulut ion tint he 
should b>* a barrister, section 9(1) 1878, Mid 
section 23. 18tJ5, must be raid together as 
•howing that, in prnetiec, no one but a pro- 

e-uuonal mm would reccivo the appointment. 
Section 10 (I) 1874, order* that "Her 
" Majesty'* minister in China may appoint a 
"fit person to be the aeti ig chief justice*. 



Majesty's representative in Japan to vary the 
Order in such manner as should virtually 
slultify these exprrt* provision*. 

Another illustratiou of the great incon- 
venience* arising from such an appointment 
a* that of the consul to be acting judge, rosy 
be based upon the supposition that for some- 
thing don* or omitted qnd consul, action were 
taken sgiinst the consul : — Mr. A. as acting 
judge would then have to decide as to the 
conduct of Mr. A. the consul ; or iu the alter- 
native there would be no remedy. 

This reasoning leads to the seemingly just 
conclusion, that in every case the office of 
acting judge in Jap in must be filled by a com. 
petent lawyer ; and th:it the appointment 
thereto of Her M ijasty't consul, even whea 
the consul is n barrister of experience, would 
create an anora ily this court for Japan was 
spei-i illy created to do away with. 

There is, of count*, little prospect of Mr. 
Martin Djlitneti's appoint ment a* provisional 
successor In Mr. Ucniiic, hut that such a 
possibility is present iu Mr. D ihracii'* mind 
may bo inferred from tho fact that in * recent 
case heard before him, silling a* acting assis- 
tant -jitl/e. he sui I, — "that ho wu* silting as 
acii ig jo li 



' chief j "let ice." Section 6 (2) provide* that. 



miles* and until the secretary 
wise directs. Her Majesty's 



if slate other 



1 1. 



I". 



or to be the sol in/ assislnut-ju Ige ( a* 
making in all a sum to be eipm lei of ... Yen 811 1 <« the, case may require) but. unless in any 

*' caae the secretary of *tale olhvrwiso ordors, 
leaving in h ind a su n of 274 yen as a fund | «. t„ 0 assistant-judge, if present and able to 
for future contingencies of the same nature. •• ur t i ( ||„|1 „|w*rs be apixiinlod to be acting 

I have taken advice from respectable Japan- 
ese a* to the liberality of the foregoing adjnit. 
ment, ns I felt it would be unwise to create * 
precedent of iujii licious ultra-generous com- 
pensation to the fiunilic* of the firemen, a id I 
hnpe my action will be approved of by the 
eilhscrihers to tho fund. ( will mention thai 
the medical o Keen in attendance on the injured 
men repart us follows : 

Kitsmura Hejiro — will be unfit for work... I month 
Inouye Yoshidto do. ... I „ 

Uchiyama Kohatchi do. ... I „ 

Mosu nisu Torakitchi do. ... 1 ,. 

Uchiuii J into do. ... S .. 

Medic il attendance for each man will be 9 
yen per month, and their wagea, when able to 
work, nre 9 yen per month. 

1 think it would he a wise plan to increase 
the fund by a general subscription, and that 
the total amount collected should he put in the 
hands of a trustee for the pnrpnee r>r assisting 
end relieving the firemen and their families on 
future occasions. 

The subscriber* to the fund will be good 
enough to occepl this letter a* a receipt and 
avledgement of their generous •ubscrip- 



I am, sir. 

Tour obedient •errant, 

N. P. KING DON. 
Yokohama, Dec. 16lh. 1880. 



To th* Elitor of the Japan Ottutli. 

Dxt*. Sir : — I have noticed a paragraph in 
a newspaper on the subject of Mr. F. Beato's 
firt proof jvryV, which iu some point* is incor- 
rect. The so-called aafe bear* the nam* of 
Geo. Wither* At Son. Wul Bromwiek, who are 



ul for the 
the district of tho consulate 
" ot Kan ig iw* ah ill be the assistant-judge of 
" the court for Japan." And section 10 (2) 
provides that in ca«e of the absence or intend- 
ed absence "of the judge or of the assistaut- 
"judge of the court for Japan, Her Majesty's 
" minister iu J ip in rniy appoint a fit person 
" to be the acting judge, or to be the acting 
" assistant -judge (as the case miy require ) " 

It i* therefore clear that in China Her 
Majesty'* minister miu( appoint the aasislsn;- 
jud.e to act, unless otherwise ordered by the 
si-crelary of state. In the absence of the ju Ige 
of the court for J ipin. the Order in Council is 
silent a* l<> the appoint ment of the assistant-judge 
to act as judge ; and the implication is that he 
should not h- appointed unless he bo a fit and pro- 
per |>er*"ii. Keen if l he consul and asni*tant-jud;e 
were a fit person how could his appointment bo 
reconciled wilh certain provision* of tho Order 
in Council? Those sect ions for instance which 
provide for a rcheiring before the ju Ige of all 
those can*ee heard before the a**tstaiit-judg* 
(consul) wIito either of tho parties is il unit lu- 
lled with hi* decision. (Section 5 (0) 1878). 
And for the trial of person* accused of crime* 
which in England sr* capital, they "shall be 
tried by the judgo of the court for Japan, with 
a jury, and not otherwise." (Section 5 (8) 
1878). The importance of this last section 
cannot be over-estimated. A consular court 
has never had power to try capital ease*, the 
Order in Council constituting the Supreme 
Court for China and Japan, 1£65, specially 
providing that. — " All crime* which in England 
are capital shall be tried by the judge of the 
Supreme Court with a jury." (Suction 68: 
vitU al*o section 69) : and the implication here 
is that it wa* never intended to emp wer Her 



■id ih it he could if ho wished 
refuse ihe npplic itinti (for rehearing) when 
deloml nil's only plan would bo to appeal lo 
Shangh li. However, lo oblige the defendant, 
he would, on Ju l>te Ri-nuic* return, grant a 
rehearing, when he would slto sit as aseistaut- 
jildge." 

\Va are sorrv tn find the telegram received 
on the !7>h announcing that Ihe American 
House o R-pres"iilalives (Congress) had passed 
a resolution of sympathy with the Irish, pre- 
sumably in I It- i r attempts to subvert the 
authority of tho English government, ha* 
created a feeling of great indignation and 
dissoat. 

A litlle refleWion will *how the ground- 
lessness of this feuliug. for although Congress 
may have passed the re* dot ion ascribed to it 
we take it that Ihe real American people 
have a* much sympathy with those abominable 
Irish vidians who tire seeking to further 
their cjuso by all th it is cowardly and treach- 
erous, as tbey have for the be-diamondod 
lri»h rum ins who rule, in New York, and 
pois hi the ntio xphore of reso-H-table American 
society by their hate'nl presence. 

Not only the I'ara. ll an I O'Durinell tribe, 
but all pe opl • will l- ir i tint in Ihe approach- 
ing strngglo Ihe first duty of Great Britain 
will be lo vindicate the law ; and if to d) thi* 
it becomes ne>*M*iry lo use the severest mea- 
sure* of repression the government will not 
^•hriik from the task before them. In the 
i word* of Froude " Liyal Ireland would not 
, be till Ihe trulh wa* brought home itiexor tbly 
| to her, that the bund which fattened her to 
Eugl.thd could never be broken," and this 
i unalterable resolution of nine-tenth* of the 
I peoplo of the United Kingdom of Oreat Britain 
and Ireland, is the best reply lo the offen*ive 
resolution carried by means of the Irish 
I element in the Congress of the United Stale* 
| of America. The day i* not far distant 
whan rail Americans, that is. the people 
whom thoughtful men separate from the 
herd, anil look up to as the representa- 
tives of tint gro it nation. will arise 
with a mighty hand and put down the Iri»h 
olemoot w!ii"h, wh-u opportunity occurs, will 
create dii ilfoelioii and disturbance in America 
is in Urea! Britain. We can afford to wait 
for the consummation ; but in the meantime 
wc resolotely mfuso to accept the mte of 
Congress as an indication ol American feeling 
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towards Greal Britain — we run not insult a 
generous people by a supposition so unworthy. 



Abti four o'clock Ihii morning (l"iih> the 
settlement was again awakened by itn nl arm of 



A large- gndown At the rear of the old Chi- 
nese theatre, well slo.-ked witlt goods belong- 
ing to Chinese, and wholly uninsured, was 
destroyed with must of t he contents. Tin-re 
appears to have been considerable qiinul itic* 
if cartridges in tome of the Japanese stores, 
fire, and as there was n fresh imrih-woste rl v judging from the numerous explosions. 

blowing, coupled with the f..el that the Several detachments from the men-of-war 



flimcs were observed In leap up from * portion WL .rc lent on »hore lo asais'. >m| those jdly tar* 
of Ihe town noted for its fltraiily constructed who succeeded in cvjdmg the vigilance 
buildings, it was soon apparent that tho con- of their officers were »non observed lap- 
fljgration was going to be extensive ping the numerous b titles of liquor which 

The (ire originated in the dwelling house of »'r«wed the streets. Nor were tho sailors the 
Mr. Andrew Jiifffiiv, of the Oi>M«ii Oit« Livery 1 ol,, T ol,e » ci, R : 'R ,h1 '" occupation; lands- 

Stables, who is on a shooting excursion in ihe racn . Japanese, «"d even policemen, were 
country, hut how. is a problem not easily 1 <>h«rved rolling about in a beaslly state of 
solved." These problems never are solved in intoxication. Two m«ii-nf war's men were 
Yokohama. i ** Tert,| y injured by the full of a beam and hud 

, . _ , . to he conveyed to the geueriil hospital, but 

A very few minutes after the alarm wns |(< . v , m( , ||]rjt we h , lV(J uol llearJ q( 

given. Mr. Ji.ffrnys tmuso was fairly putted : , >C cjj etlUi 

the flirnes swept arn>ss Humurn-rosd and ' 

within the sp ice of half an ln.nr had eon- Tl|f ^ Shitlbunmn th „, , ha fl r ,_ 
mimed nearly the whole »f l^ 1 J rap „, of f OT i K „ 4,in h-is recently rom.nuni- 

** 1^ '•''"•B.V inhabited W:,. llU . tl willl „„,,.„,„„,„,,, -,„ ,,„„;,., io „ wl „, 



of English manufacture transhipped in bond 
at New York for Japan. A little book 
just received ileel irra American import duty 
on iron mils to be 45 per cent. ; and yet, in 
spile of this enormous protective duty, the rail 
makers of the United States cannot aend 
their manufactures lo Japan to compete with 
Knglish-wade rails, even when the Utter nro 
burdened with (ho extra cost of transport 
I from England to America, of transhipment, 
J and the trifling commissions attendant upon 
I the transact ion. 

It it be true that these rails are English and 
| are intended for Soppnro, the le«s we bear of 
I American railways in Japan the bettor. 



well-to-do Japanese storo-kecpers, Chinese 
carpenters, upholsterers, etc., who in the 
•li >rt apaeo of halt' an hour found them- 
selves reduced to eompirativo destitution, 
for, as a matter of ruurn", tiioy were 



some mutter relating to the foreign journals 
published in Jap in. This is interesting news ; 
and we may soon hear measures are to be 
adopted for suppressing nil expressions of 
pinion by the Yokohama uewspipera, for 



W« learn by letters from Shanghai that 
I the large iron men-hint steamers buightin 
the United States and Europe two veare 
ago by Russia, now armed with guut and 
j fitted as privatei-r cruisers, in moat if not nil 
i e ises have shown signs of serious at rain. Vet- 
I si Is that hare not been, Iroin the beginning, 
* designed for war purposes are rarely suitable 
tor conversion. Apparently, the Ktlssi in pur- 
e'lnses prove to be no exceptions. Probably 
these privateer steaiueis, heing long and 
narrow, may. for Ink of stability. Cany their 



rholly uninsured. Forts momcnt.it secni-d w | lir , u „ 1C „„., , )f f,,^ 

— ,/ ,1... a n..,,,!,! ,,„nr 1... ..r..r... .... a lt.il . • _ 



ns if the floucs would now h" overcome. But 
this wis a delusion, for tho firo pelting 
A strong h-ald of Mr. J.iffray's sta'nles. burnt 
with Ibe utmost fury ng.inst the wind. Mr. 
Mi-Kci7.ie's Star Tavern and bat It-homes were 
soon reduced lo ashes; then followed several 



fli'-i 



Is is to 



he sought. It is clear tint an excellent example 
• >f intolerance to just criticism h is boen recent I v 
held up to Ibe Japanese authorities by th" 
court of the '• freest nation under the sun : " 
■ nil we cannot blame Japincse lor resent uu 
, , the strictures of llio foreign newspapers. 
olbrrpubl,e houses on I he s,.ee bl.K-k ; and lh „ Ul! h dirt-ted hr r*n...n ,„,d common sense. 



the flames crossing tho road burnt thai ug'.y 
htiildiug known as ibe Hotel de 1'Uoiveis, 
when they Wi re fortunately si i\ed in ihai 
direction, but continued to bura towards the 
swomp uiilil all Ibe bmllings on lots 1J:I. I'M. 
124, 135 and Kid were reduced to a sin nil.lcr- 
ing mass of embers, inclinlnig I lie dnyage 
compauv'a premises. Ail iho tite enniues in the 



upon the follies perpelralcd day by day. 

Tna Osaka correspondent of the Mni .Wchi 
VA'iilim anys Iha-t on the 14th instnnl the 
police suddenly entered the Boishojjn ,i,bo (rice 
market) and siinultaucou«ly the houses of 
Messrs. fioil ai (of indigo, rice, and ft uin.-ial 
cdebriiv). Ubilmkawa, presidsnl of I he Bi isho 

. M i 

• ushita, Kugenji. Uirose, Yibu, Kanemalsii 
■ ud others, s.-ir.ing nil account hooks, dos-u- 
nipols. Messrs. I'omale, Matsushita nuil 

Ishib ikawa were i.iken to the pol.ee stalinti, 
.lid Ibenee In the K»i ji-ki ku. So great was 
the cmit'usi on amonjf ric. menh.nls thai 
■ii<in,-s» wis suspended for two days, and we 
shall probably hear of some serious movement 
shortly. 



At Miytikniira in Riknehti yeslerdny (19lh) 
a fire occurred dcsttoying 320 'houses. 



neiKlibn.irh.Kxl were tnc.v at w,. r U wh. re.cr tf , 1 „ i , llo< T „ ln vj,.,...,,,.,,,,,.,,, K 
water was to he obtained, and Iho wind i dluu: 
somewhat the fire burnt more slowly. All the 
buildings, however, beina composed ..I the 
iighiest maleiial, fears w.-re still entertained 
lh.1 the flames would citnmu ncate with Mr 
P. Bohm'a coal st adt, but the prompt puiling 
down of a f'W wooden she !s prevented them 
extending so far, and hy six o'clock the fiie 
was under control. L.rga H ik s nf fire were 
taken by the wind over the tilulT past the 
General Hospital, and it is surprising that the 
little village in Ibe valley was nnl destroyed 
We learn that a large g.idown on lot X ... 104 
in Iho oceupnlii.n of the China and Japan 
Trading <■ >. look fire, and the conlents are 
verv sctiotisly injured. This property is cover- 
ed by insurance m l tie Hongkong. Commercial 
Union, and Northern Ins irauce Companies to 
Ibe extent of $7'U»0lj Mr. J a (fray, we hear, 
was only insured tor #4,000, in Iho London and 
Staffordshire Kirs Insurance Company, in which 
ease lis must be u heavy loser, fnr though (he 
ponies and most of the carriapri were saved, 
a very large quantity of linrncss ,v >•. bi long 
ing to a livery stable was consumed. There 
appears to be no doubt of the fire having origi- 
ntiieil in Mr. Jarfr.ay's house, as the first flames 
sen were observed by several Japanese and 
foreigners coming out of the windows in I he 
upper story, and, as usual, it is said to have 
been Iho work of an incendiary, for the build- 
ing was entirely unoccupied. A thief may 
have broken in and after loading himself with 
what valuables he could lay his hands on, have 
set fire lo the place either by accident or in 
order to obliterste all marks of the robbery. 



A ci«coil*r*»JC» of a somewhat amusing 
diaracler has come lo our knowledge. The 
American papers, some of which claimed lo 
have received information from Colonel Craw- 
ford in interviews with Hint gentleman, laid 
great stress upon Iho fact I lust all the material 
squired lor Iho Sapporo railroad would be 
purchased in the United Slates and ho shippc I 
i'roro New York direct lu Y.zo. An 
American vessel, the Ouy 0. Gou, arrived 
here a few days ago. Slid discharged 
some railway malerid which is now King 
upon the hnloha at the custom hons«. Part 
ol Ibis material is rails, said lo be for Sapporo, 
and on looking at Ihcui ihe fact of their English 
manufacture is at once rovealed, each rail 
l>earii>g the stamp of tho Darlington Iron 
Company, 18S0. 

Here is a fine argument for protectionists. 
The United Slates propose lo build a railway 
for Jspan purely out of American material, and 
Ihe rails, one of the first essentials, prove to be 



An item enpied from tho Jlintja Keirt nr 
quire*, some explanation. A Japanese mer- 
chant in Korci puechased 3 r iO.0<JO lin nf flat, 
and despatched 70.W) l.in to K'.lie per 
7a y /aourrt-maru requesting tl.e MiLsu Hi-bi 
I Viiiipiinv In send a larger vessel to onnrey 
'ho rem under, to which the company 
ies|Hiiided bv sending tho Toi' u'-mu/ri. Ti.e 
oiit .isi I. it of flax nm.iunteil lai 3.0' '0 picill*, 
mil we fail In seo bow two ati-ainei-a oonlii l>e 
eqniied for that qnau'ily. It in, however, 
J pleasing to learn that nil hough the i,H "J 
•mulls engage,) |,y ||„. 'fotai oi nu were m>t 
<hippitl, iho compsiiv received fit! > yen fur 
-■roach of charier. Tins in as it almiihl lie — 
exceedingly prulitnblu lo all cincui ned. 

Til* (Vioyt S'tianii.i states thai tin govern- 
nent b .ve nearly deei.^ l to gratil lb- request 

jofcerlaiu nation,! bi ks to advance laths 
i nter a sum of 2lMlu.nlll> yen for Ihe purchase 
of g .rci ntnent bond". This movement is 

j intended lo check the depreciation hv meeting 
sellers with offers to buy ; and lo protect the 
holders of rapitaliz-d pension bonds lr an Ihe 
I 'ss that mast arise Irora the marketable 
decline of ibeir securilies. 

Tliere is also a note hy the Chnyn VAio'.m.i 
to the effect ihal if lite values ot the bonds tie 
testorerl lo their former level, a check will bs 
put upon " the rise of specie." 

So many wild rumours are published hy the 
Japanese newspa|iers that we are justified in 
iej, •cling the greater p illion of thorn as wholly 
untrue, and in I his instance the ext ravagattco of 
the suggestion is its own contradiction. 

The interest hearing domestic debt of the 
government is about 2,'!'J.0l)i) 000 of yen. Ibe 
real specie value not exceeding one-half ol that 
sum. What effect, therelore, will Ihe with- 
drawal of 0 87 per cent, of interest be. ring 
bonds with non-interest bearing paper, have 

upon the market value of the h Is? || is 

impossible that even a temporary check will be 
given to depreciation of bonds ; bill it is certain 
Ih.t Ihe addition of I per cent, to the currency 
will have Ihe effect of depreciating (he whole 
issue hy at least 10 percent. If the govern- 
mcnt add two millions of paper to the currency 
ihey will rob the people of twenty millions of 
yen by consequent deprecistiou 



of the whole 
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Tm Hoehi Shinbun state* that the govern- 
ment take a very warm interest in tho question 
of direct trade with foreign countries, and an 
many of the Daijin and Sangi are 'in favour of 
it, the matter i« under consideration. 

We can only further this object by mention- 
ing that if "direct trade" it a prosperous 
undertaking the people wilt speedily engnge in 
it ; aud a* the lntter, apparent ly, will hare 
nothing to do with it on their own motion it 
follows that, as a matter of business, it is not 
acceptable. If the government subsidise certain 
companies or undertakings to engage in direct 
shipments, the result will be that foreign 
purchasers for ready money on this market 
will find competitors against whom it 
is impossible to make head way ; persons 
whoa* losses really, thst is eventually, fall 
upon the stale and must be borne in 
great part, if not wholly, by the vory people 
whose legitimate trade operations are invaded 
This is a view of the question that may not 
have occurred to those who are about to discuss 
it. There is, no doubt, an impression that the 
government, instructed by a number of in- 
t treated and yet incompetent advisers, are 
better able to carry on foreign rommerre than 
the people whose produce is taken from them 
for speculative purposes. With all respect for 
those minister* who hold this view, we venture 
to point out that history affords no example of 
ft prosperous commerce that did not entirely 
spring from the wiu and energy of an active 



Ws call the attention of our resdera to a 
letter from Her Britannic Majesty's Pro-Consul, 
explaining a circumstance which is referred to 
as the probable only ground of •' Merralor'a r 
grievance published in the Japan QaxtUe of 
4th instant." 

We have much pleasure in giving insertion 
t* this contradiction of the grievance alleged 
by » Mercator" to be not infrequently inflicted 
upon British subjects when their consul's 
signature ia required to notarial acts ; because 
it will afford " Mercator" the opportunity of 
affirming and supporting the contents of his 
letter, or of apologising for employing the 
correspondence columns of a newspaper ss a 
means to formulate a charge reeling upon a 
single, and that presumably justifiable, instance 
of the use or the French language in the 
British consular attestation of a British 
subject's signsture. 

We lake leave to point out to the Pro- 
Consul that his allusion to anonymous corres- 
pondents is quite inconsistent with the action 
of Her Majesty's Acting-Cornul in another 
matter. The proprietors of this journsl are, 
it appears, to be subjected to criminsl pro- 
ceedings, to expense, end to much more cosily 
lost of time, whenever the criticisms of mem- 
bers of the British aection of this community 
upon the administration of justice in Her 
Majesty's Court for Japan are distssteful to 
Ihe presiding judge ; but whenever the official 
acts of the Acting Consul are citicised the 
" anonymous correspondent " is to be, for the 
future at all events, disregarded, and his 
allegations are to be passed over in silence. 

Tbi state of the weather in this" part of 
Japan may be judged of by the fact that from 
the 27lh of October to the 21st inst., inclusive, 
66 days, we havo bad rain on five days only, the 
qaantity measured being but 3-40 inches. 
Those who live in foggy old England, frosty 
Oer.nany. and even sunny France, have goad 
reason to envy us the spring and autumn 
seasons of this part of Japan, as »a analysis of 
tba weather record shows . 



Oct. 26 D«tas>lied clouds, and showery. Ba n 0 620 
Nov. 6 Morning dull, Xooo t»8p.ia., rain 
18 do. I p in to 



0.700 

Z p.Ui fcO ............ 

13 raid igbt of 13th, rftlU ............ »t 1 lit) 

„ 23 7.80 s.m. to 5 p in., rain , 0 sXO 

„ Zi Sbowcry daring night ,. 0.040 

The total duration of sunlight during this 
period according to a register which is, however, 
necessarily imperfect, has b»en nearly 4*W 
hours out of about a possible .115 hours: aud 
when we add that strong breeses have 
been few, and the lempcrstum during 
the day has ranged between 68° and 4H\ 
falling during the night to a minimum of 
about 38°. the last few nights only to 2° or 3 C 
below f reccing point, enou«h has been said to 
explain Ihe sdvantages of this beautiful climate 

Wi regret to have to record another 
serious conflagration in Yokohama, this time 
in the native portion of the town. Ret ween two 
and three o'clock this morning, (llih IX-c ) 
with the wind blowing fn-ah from the .<iont.li- 
weat, a lurid glare was observed to all >ot up from 
the very centre of the business portion of tb» 
native town, and imme-diately afterwards the 
bells broke the atillneaa of the night ringing an 
alarm of fire. Aluioat instantaneously nearly 
the whole of the population, from far and near, 
turned out— some to render assistance, others 
to look on, and, probably, manv more to atenl. 
The scene waa grand but awful. Thousands 
of people lined the streets wending their way 
to the scene of conflagration : firemen with 
their engines rushed through the crowd re- 
gardless of life and limb : men running hither 
and thither with portions of their valuables : 
mothers looking for their children, children 
looking for thoir mothers: all was hurry 
and confusion, and the flames triumph- 
od over all, bo mo poor creatures barely 
escaping with their lire*. From the bath- 
house in Benten-dori, where the fire originat- 
ed, the flames soon roached tho Specie Bank, 
which, however, stood the test well, and then 
they extended rapidly right and left, sweeping 
everything but the godowns before them, 
from Benten-dori through to Honcho-dot i, np 
to Baaha-tnichi and down to Minami-naka- 
dori, including tho 2nd National Bank, 
Seisin Bunsha, several silk and curio stores, 
and a large hotel. Tho engines Victoria 
and Relief were on the spot as soon na pos- 
sible, but not before the fire bad gained con- 
siderable headway. However, they did 
good service in stopping the progress of 
the flames. Several persons wore more or 
less injured, but wo believe no lives were 
lost. Abont one hundred and eighty houses 
ware burnt. The estimated lots is pot down 
at 400,000 yen. 

Tho hank and the exchange shnsha, which 
latter was also burnt, saved their specie. 



they should excel in cotton and woollen 
mannf icture as they do in silk and silk eggs, 
by means of which last named busineas they 

havo driven the Italian producers out of 
tba European silk markets, is bnt a natural 
lielief with which wo have no inclina- 
tion to quarrel. What wo really want to 
know is, at what price can tho new 
factory in Tokio supply woollon good* as 
compared with tho prices of the same 
qunlity of imports? It. needs no prophet 
to foresee tint until native manufactures 
are na cheap as those imported, consumers will 
not permit themselves to be taxed to support 
Mr. Ynmaiakt Goto or any other person. 



YlsTRKDAT, 13th instant, in Her Msjesty't 
Court for Japan the proceedings instituted 
sgninst the proprietors of this journal by act- 
ing nssislnnt-j-.idge D ihmen for contempt 
ol court alleged to have been commit- 
ted by thi pulilitTti.il in tho Japan Oa- 
ztltt of November 27lh of a letter headed, 
" .Mr, Mtrli'i Dihraen as a B itish Judge," 
were dismissed ; or, more properly speaking, 
the rule issued by the t ourt on December 1st 
calling upon the proprietors to show cause 
why they should not be deslt with according 
to law for the ssid contempt, was disehsrged, 
ihe judge (Mr. Rennii ) holding that the objec- 
tion of defendants' counsel to the jurisdiction 
of Ihe court was of too important a nature to 
be derided here when the tn itter in respect of 
which it had been raited was not ef an urgent 
rhs -aeter. At the conclusion of hi* jndgmsnt 
the judge took the opportunity to make cer- 
tain remarks on the contents of the letter, 
nud upon the propriety of its publication. 
These remarks re-open the general question, 
sod we sh ill consider them as their importance 
deserve* and comment upon them without loss 
of lime. 

Tint Choya Shinbun says thst Mr. Fukn- 
shima, n silk merchant, Mr. (Jmagoshi, a mem- 
ber of the Mitsui Btissan Kuwaisha, and two 
interpreters left for Italy by the M. M. steamer 
Menxaleh on Ihe 12th instant, for the purpose 
of carrying out an extensive business in sulk— 

East year's experience doee not *e*m to have 
acted as a guide for further operations in thi* 
disastrous business. Our Japanese friends have 
been chuckling very freely over the high price* 
tbe 1 1 ilia ii purchasers were compelled to pay 
this year : but there is sn old aphorism that 
may yet apply to the silk-egg trade of 1880. 
"They laugh'who win." 



Mb. Yamasaki Goto, and two other gen- 
tlemen, deserve, says the Hoehi Shinbun, the 
honour of being styled the first manu- 
facturer* of woollen stuff in Japan. Their 
factory was opened in the spring of last 
year in Inkin, and operations were at once 
commenced, but from want of experience the 
first reaulU were not encouraging. Nothing 
dismayed, however, these knighta of the order 
of native industry persevered, and at last 
succeeded in producing good woollen yarn, 
and in weaving tho yarn into fabrics. Some 
j flannel, lately produced, is of the same quality 
as that imported, and thia factory will pro- 
bably do good in checking tho import of 
woollon goods into thia country. 

Tho Hoehi Shinfatn should not stop hero. 
No one doubts the capacity of Japanese to 
do evsrjtbiog they •ndertake ; tod that 



His Excellency loom e Kaworu, minister for 
foreign affairs, gave a banquet on the 12th 
instant in honour of the Chinese min tter. 
Their excellencies Sunjo, Iwakura, several of 
the Saugi, and members of the corps diploma- 
tiqur, and other visitors of distinction wrr* 
preseut. 



Tm necessity of developing native produc- 
tion is now an admitted point, not so much for 
the benefit of the people is it is deemed impor- 
tant to keep foreign goods out of tho country. 
Mr. Isawa, proprietor of the cot Ion yarn factory 
at Ichigaya, Tokio, " a very celebrated per- 
son," observing with pain that this branch of 
industry is neglected while the demand for 
the material increases, his arranged with two 
other persons of enterprise in the same busi- 
ness, to raise a capital and eslahlish a large 
cotton yam factory at A tabu, Tokio, which 
will be called the First Union Fsctory. After 
this a second and a thirdf ftrtory will be open- 
ed, uutil, finally, not * single bale of cotton 
yarn need be imported. 
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The company it formed, and operation* are 
expected to be commenced next year. Some 
official! of rank are said to be about to resign 
office and engage in thi* n*w undertaking. 

So far to good. There it a wool factory at 
Senji which would be a tucceet but for one 
want — wool. The cotton yarn faclory will be 
a great tucceet but for one want— cot i on. 



Wl are iudebted to a correspondent (or n 
telegram from Kobe giving information of a 
aeriout ditatter in the Inland Ben. Our in- 
formant left Shimonoscki at 2.45 p m. on the 
12th instant ; and at 5.30 p.m. the steamer 
lighted a ship on firo to windward. All 
speed wa» made towards the burning vessel 
which proved to be the Toyot-uui Mnru, 88 
toot, trading between Osaka and Nukalsu, with 
a crew of 20 men and CO passengers. By 
meant of the relieving vessel's life boats. 14 
people were saved, but the remainder of the 
crew and paseotigen, 66 in all, pcrishod The 
fir* is laid to have commenced in the coil 
bunkers, and the unfortunate ship hud no 
boat*, or any of use tor so large a number of 



Hoehi Shinbttn furnishes some good 
nam from the Kamaishi mince. The works 
are said to be now in good order, and samples 
of pig iron produced there arc in every respect 
satisfactory and havo been approved of by the 
agricultural bureau as equivalent in every im- 
portant reepect to imported iron, and suitable 
for machinery purposes. An order has been 
sent from the implement factory of tbo agri- 
cultural bureau for 25,000 hoamme of this 
iron, and our contemporary rejoices that there 
it a prospect of native iron, sufficient for the 
use of all Japanese factoriea, being supplied by 
mines in the interior. 

The only question our contemporary does not 
deal with is thecoat of the metal. 25,000 hvamms 
MHSj to be an imposing quantity, but reduced 
to the figures used in commerce, it become* 
picula 1,646 88. ThU quantity of good imported 
pif iron can be purchased ou the market for 
~ 320, and that turn we may take to be 
at the utmost, of the Kamaishi pro- 



be far from profitable. 
The financial ttatement for this year shows 
the following appropriations for Kamaishi : — 

Office charges, machinery, railways, Ac .Yen 23.;, 120 
• ••• 30.413 



Total... 



that this sum is sufficient to pro- 
vide for all working expenses, the mine must 
turn out and sell, at ven 1.50 per picul. 
179.088 piculs, or 2,694,351 H-mtmmc, lore- 
coup the bare expenses of maintenance of the 
works. 



Wl were pleased to see a large audience 
at the Gaiety Theatre nn the occasion of 
the Choral Society's opening night. The 
proceeds were to bo devoted to the benefit of 
the funds of Christ-church, and we think the 
church committee did wisely in reducing the 
price of admission to the unreserved portion of 
the house; had the old charge of two dollars 
been adhered to we feel sure that every seat 
would have been taken. 

The piece tie resistance of the programme was : 
Romberg's setting of Schiller's Lay of the Bell. | 
This poem is familiar " as household words " 
in Germany, and a most excellent translation ! 
hst been published in English hv Mis* Hahilla 1 
Novello. The argument may be thus briefly slat- 
sd. Tbe master bell-founder and hi* workmen 1 



are discovered actively engaged in the casting of 
a noble boll. During the operation the matter 
exhorts ami encourages hismen with full and ex- 
plicit directions; meanwhile, the chorus describe* 
the various tines to which the bell will be put' 
and the various scenes it will pass through when 
complete. Thus we hear in funcy the birth 
dav's joyful greeting — the happy marriage 
peal — the tower's deep toned boll — the pit*- 
ing pilgrim's kuell — the wild fire alar n — the 
still more wild and urgent call to arm*, etc , 
etc, the whole ending with the christening of 
the new made bell, "Concordia," and a 
triumphant cry of joy as the workmen see 
their I: iu.lv work swim; out on tho resounding 
air. perfect and complete. 

This fine conception has been set to equal- 
ly fine music by the younger Romberg, and its 
good performance her.f la*t evening is n tastier 
of congratulation to this entire community 
Above all is great credit due to our Choral 
Society, still only about six weeks old, and 
with s' propitious a commencement we cannot 
but p: 'licl gnat tu ■cesae* for tho tn w i;i»ti!u. 
lion. The part of the " Matter " was thorough- 
ly well sustained by the fine voice, of M. du 
Bavier, tho only fault being that the part was 
tung rather too slow all through ; and it seem- 
ed as though tho vocalist were being hell 
back by the accompaniment. With this ex- 
ception everything passed off magnificently. 
The lady soloists sang a ravir and the choruses 
were well and efficiently rendered by the body 
of the society, albeit there seemed to be a good 
many absentees from the ranks. Some of the 
central numbers of the work are intensely 
piilhotic, while others are of a cheery, capti- 
vating joyoutncH ; attd the whole composition 
would well bear hearing agnin at an early 
date. 

The second part consisted of a miscellaneous 
selection ol instrumental and vocal raus' 
Mrs Slrome's fine singing of Mallei's romance 
.>'«<» e ver I producing a most enthusiastic 
recall. A short piano solo by the late organist 
of tho Church served to display the magnificent 
lone of a fine piano generously lent for the 
occasion by Mr, Keil. Members of the Society 
again sang two part songs; Rossini's Ctir-wvtle 
bein-2 vociferously ro-dsmandod, and the evening 
closed by a four handed performance of We- 
ber's overture to Euryanthe, Wo wish the new 
Society every success, and trust that we shall 
hive an early opportunity of attending another 
of its concert*. 

Wf cannot conclude this brief and imperfect 
notice without tendering to the ladies who 
gave to the entertainment the charm of their 
presence, our respectful thanks. The privilege 
of hearing so many sweet and musical voices 
is rarely enjoyed by the dwellers in this 
remote part of the world : and we feel it is but 
it faint expression of the pleasure eipcrisnecd 
lo say that all present were highly delighted 
by tli« excellence of this first performance of 
the ladies of Yokohama. 

Tin; r/n'ji.i .1/(11/ thus happily di«p •!«•< of the 
absurd rumour of the probable elevation of 
Mr. Pitman to it high financial position in 
Japan. The fact is, the ex-tinance minister 
has so keen a recollection of tho celebrated in- 
ternal loan, and its ridiculous failure, that thn 
very possibility of further appointment* of 
foreign financial adviser* is sufficient to throw 
him into a fever of anxiety and vexation. 

"A report is current in Japan that Mr. John 
Pitman has been appointed Financial Con- 
troller for the Empire of Japan. If this be 
true, Mr. Pitman will have an opportunity of 
proving to the wo; Id thct hi* abilities .is a 
financier are superior to those of Gladstone or 



Sir Stafford Northcote, — for OxoKa the Obist 
(who, according to Governor Uennessy, far 
transcends these world-wide statesmen in 
financial matters) has utterly failed to place 
the finances of Japan upon a sound basis. 
Xext to Governor Henuessy himself, thore is 
no financier probably that wonld suit the pre- 
sent Japanese official* better than John Pitman.' 



Covrwuvrs about fast driving and riditif 
are heard on all sides, and so serious are 
the dangers and inconveniences due to the 
practice that step* must be taken to fltid a 
remedy. Kven ludies are thoughtlessly addicted 
to the habit of driving through the street* of 
the foreign settlement and the narrow and 
crowded .approaches, at a pace that causes 
some anxiety to pedestrians ; while iu the dusk 
of tho evening it is occasionally a matter of 
difficulty to evade riders who seem to think 
a fast trot a privilege of gentlemen, sal 
peculiarly adapted to streets that are en- 
tirely innocent of lighting. There i* * 
vehicle with four wheel* uid two hone*, 
laden with milk cant, belonging, we believe, 
to the Cliff-house Dairy, and controlled, or 
rather impelled upon its fiery course by a demoa 
driver. Tho path of this abominable cirt 
twice a day at least, is partly through IsHi- 
kawa, wending its way to the bluff 
up the hill opposite to the K*sa*oo- 
haahi. The streets in that vicinity cerVam'ijr 
do nor exceed twenty feet in width, and ths 
milk cart occupies at least half that space, 
leaving five feet (for it is always driven in tht 
middle of the road) on either side. Last evening 
about half past five o'clock the writer of this 
paragraph saw the cart turn the corner of the 
road leading to the bluff at a pace of certaioly 
eight milea an hour, to the imminent danger of 
number* of old people and small children whs 
seem to be the only inhabitants of that district, 
and to the destruction of any jinnlrish* or 
carriage descending the hill. This cart tits 
become a nuisance so serious that unless tb* 
owner tskes steps for its abatement there will 
be trouble. 

Theso are but a few of the ill* arising from 
the absence of municipal regulations, bat they 
are more than sufficient to cause excessive 
annoyance to a large number of quiet and 
well-disposed people. 



privateer cruiser Afrit*, com- 
manded by Captain Aleekoff, and carrying 
the flag of Admiral Baron Stackelberg. came 
into port thi* morning (14th) from Nagasaki. 

The Africa, an iron ship, was built in the 
United State* and carries 14 gun*. She is a vea- 
tel of about 2.500 to 2.750 tons, and. it is said, 
can steam very fast. She has alto a good 
spread of sail. At a fighting ship, it can be 
at once seen that she is very defective, and her 
stern post and rudder are dangerously exposed. 
Shecould. no doubt, bo a very formidable vessel 
when ncting against unarmed and slow going 
merchant ship*, hut against a well built in m- 
ot'-war, like the Co«ii« or Encounter, would have 
no possible chance. 

The Afrit* will be very valuable a* an 
armed transport, because, in addition to her 
crew, she can carry for a week or two's voyage 
1,000 soldiers and a great quantity of army 
stores. 



A telsgxam aunouuees that the Mornt.tj 
Pott impended payment on October 26th. 

If thi* new* is true it would *eem certain 
that the (truggle* of Ibis at one time leading 
morning paper of London to keep up with the 
spirit of tb* time* are at an eud, and one of th* 
oldest London journal* bat ceased to aiist. 
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The following particulars, gathered from 
various salhorities, will be interesting. Thr 
Morning Pott wss founded in 1772, n.id »»■ 
•ooi) after edited hy a clergyman named Bate, 
who wa* aotoetime called " Iho gay and gallant 
parsou Bate." This person fought a duel in 
1777 on account of eomething that had ap- 
peared in his paper, and it i» he ol whom 
Macnnlay wrote the ecalhing line* in his essay 
on Croker's edition of Boswell's Johneon. It 
will be remembered that one of Mr. Crokcr'r 
error* wa* an alluiion to Mr. Bate, 
who wa* taid to bo proprietor of the Morning 
fierald. Maeaulay corre<'ted the mistake, 
adding.— '* Fur this blunder there is, we 
mutt acknowledge, some excuse : for it 
certainly seems almost incredible to a person 
living in our time that any human being 
should ever have stooped to fight with a writer 
in the Morning Pott." But M.icaulay very 
often permitlsd his judgment to be obscured by 
violent antipathies, for the Morning Pott hel t . 
a foremost position in journalism very soon 
after Mr. Batee secession. Among its earliest 
lesder writers were Coleridge and Mackintosh, 
afterwards 8ir James Mackintosh, whose 
with the Morning Pott Maeaulay 
overlooked when he wrote o) 
the hue* of that venerable 
are before us. All the little 
neee of that voice from which 
statesmen loved to receive the 
of a serene and benevolent wisdom are 
in our ears. We will sttempt to preserve 
strict impartiality. But we are not ashamed 
to own that we approach this relic of s 
virtuous snd most accomplished man with 
feelings of respect and gratitude which may 
libly pervert our judgment." In 1799 
became editor, and in that capacity 
to Mr. Grant, went to the House of 
aons to report from memory an expected 
great speech of Pitt's, but so far neglected his 
duty ss to fall asleep, and was reduced to the 
necessity of concocting a speech, which is said 
to have answered the purpose sdmirably. 

The circulation of the Morning Pott when 
it became the property of Mr. Daniel Stuart, 
was only 350 copies a day : in the spring 
of 1797 the contributions of Coleridge and 
Mackintosh had raised it to 2.000, and in 
1803, whtn Mr. Sluart parted with the pro- 
perty, it stood st 4,500, s considerably larger 
circulation than that of any other morning 
paper, though of course, Utterly iusignificant 
in comparison with the circulation of such 
journals ss the Daily Telegraph and Daily 
Ktwt, both of which issue over 200,000 copies. 
Tho Morning Pott commenced its career as a 
liberal, became lory, and mingled the two 
extremes when it became the warm supporter 
of Lord Palmcrston and his policy. " but it 
nsvsr forgot, in sunshine or in storm, thut it 
wss born to chronicle the doings of the great. 
There are times when it goes trenchantly to 
the heart of a political question : but it never 
loses sight of the fact that it 1ms a domain nil 
its own, and with which no stringer inter. 
rJlcddlclh — a domain in which it stand* un.ip- 
proacbed arid unapproachable." 

This chronicler of the doings of Ihe great 
does not, apparently, find in the labour under- 
taken sufficient renutnerat ion for the labourer, 
and alter an existence of 10b years, the last 
few of which must hove entailed a hard and 
almost hopeless struggle, it bas succumbed. 



Tbibi is little or no news of interest in 
the Japant-se papers. A letter from Suwa. 
Nagano ken, states that the prices of all 



have risen to figures in excess of those ruling 
in Tokiu. rice being 14 yen per koku. 

The total number of officials likely In be 
dismissed in pursuance of the scheme of 
retrenchment, is said to be 1,500. The new 
organization of the several departments will 
come into operation next mouth. This action 
of the government is praiseworthy, hut whv 
continue to sink 2.000,000 yen" vcu.lv in 
Veto? is the question that is being asked on 

l.!l 



A suootsrioK iii Mr. Kingdon's |eir,-r to the 
effect that the subscript ion to a file relief fund 
should he made general, deserves attention. In 
ill fires in our settlement the services rendered 
by Japanese firemen lire considerable: and 
when, as not unlrequently happens, injuries 
are sustained, somelinv » fatal, always more 
r lcsa incsp.ici<ali! g the sufferers from 
the performance of their daily labour, it 
becomes a duty to assist the families de- 
prived of their bread winners, and to com- 
pensate those whom sccidcnl has disabled. 
The notion that once had a strong hold upon 
ihe majority of the community that all this 
sort of work wss tho duty of lire insurance 
companies solely, is a mistake The duty of fire 
companies is to pay losses when they occur; and 
tbey trust to their constituents to act houeatly 
and conscientiously, and to use every effort to 
make their claims us small as possible. The 
task of providing a fund to meet contingencies 
such as those which ou<*ht to be anticipated, 
rests with tho members of the community ; 
and in earnestly recommending the suggestion 
to their consideration, we venture to add | 
that a small sum annually should be set aside 
to apportion as rewards to those men nhni 
distinguish themselves by their courage, skill, 
activity, and endurance, Without the assis- 
tance of Japanese firemen what could our 
brigades do? And although the men mar be 
paid, yet the hazardous character of the ser- 
vice in which they are engaged demands that a 
premium should be offered for extraordinary 
risks or extraordinary services. 

We have heard with regret that at Ihe fire 
on the 1st instant, several Japanese firemen 
were gronsly ill-treated by some foreigner or 
foreigners. This system of bullying cannot be 
tolerated, and if we succeed in procuring the 
names of the offenders, with reasonable proof 
of their conduct, we shall communicate with 
the fire brigade in the hope thut a formal com- 
plaint will prevent the recurrence of such 



Ilk, McLkod is taking a great deal of trouble 
to provide some amusement for the little ones 
on Christmas evs, and the movement takes Ihe 
form of a gigantic Christmas tree which will 
grow in the enchanted precincts of the Union 
Church (and surely church was never put to 
more innocent and proper extra u*e), where 
tickets for the occasion may he had, or from 
Mr. MeLeod at No. 28. upon application 

A very "i*e and thoughtful provision is thai 
n" little children, or. in Mr. McLend'a own 
words "children of nil nationalities regardless 
of sect" will be admitted to tiie festivities. 
We remember not many years ago a day 
performance given by some travelling pro- 
fessor of legerdemain ostensibly for the edifl 
cation of Ihe riting generation, snd to 
make the inducement greater presents were 
announced to be given to each litlle spectator. 
The professor hud, no doubt, studied the theory 
of unnatural selection, for the front benches 
of the theatre were reserved lor foreigores 
while those whose faces seemed to denote a 
darker slrsio of biood, were relegated to 



ihe back seats, although there was no dis- 
tinction of pries of admission. The little 
ones viewed the pile of gaudy toys with 
looks of anxious expectancy far greater 
than the performance itself seemed lo excite ; 
and at Uvigth the wished for distribu- 
tion began. The youngsters in the front 
rows were gratified with v.irious gifts, and as 
the .tuck grew smaller the expectant faces 
at the rear grew longer. The distribution 
iv.ntu.lly ceased with the last of the 
forward bench-t, there being nothing 
left for those to whom the toys would 
hare been most welcome. The expression 
of sorrowful disappointment visible in the 
face, of those children excluded from psr- 
licipitiou, haunted us f>r many a dsy, 
and led to an unalterable resolution that 
not one cent a null I ever be given by US 
towards any public entertainment for children, 
where this abominable snobbish selection is 
allowed to prevail. H ippily we grow wiser 
<s we prow oiler in our* residence here: 
mid all tin- little ones whose unnes and agos 
areaenl to Mr. MeLeod, will, without excep- 
tion, have their portion. Those little things 
who are not able to take caro of themselves 
must be accompanied by a foreign Udy 
or gentleman, the admission of Japanese 
nurse* being impossible owing to the limited 
s|«oe. 

Wi regret to learn that Mr. Ichinnsai Nao- 
hisa, one of Iho judges of the Joto Saibansho, 
was murdered on Friday afternoon (17th) by a 
man named Usui Rokuro. a enmurai of Pukuoka 
ken. It appears that thirteen years ago, Ichi- 
uosai N nobis*, wss s soldier of Fukuoka ken, 
and that Usui Wain, father of the assassin, was 
also a samurai of the same ken. For reasons 
arising out of a political feud Usui Wata wss 
murdered by Ichiruwai Naohisa. The death 
of Ichinoaai is therefore said lo be- clearly due 
to revenge of a grievance of long standing. 

Moxmotob Ride ■., whose sufferings and 
sacrifices in the cause of his order have render- 
ed his name famous in connection with that 
yet unexplored country called Korea, has 
laid student* under another obligation by the 
publication of the Corrin-hrenrh Dictionary, 

The isolation and policy of rigid non-inter- 
course hitherto successfhliy preserved by the 
Koreans, must, in Ihe ordinary course of events, 
give way before ihe advancing spirit of the 
limes and the enterprise of the highly civilized 
powers of the West. Japan has shown the 
way, and at a convenient season the Korean 
government will be gently but firmly reminded 
that the days urn gone when a kingdom can 
shut itself up in selfish exclusion, and bar it* 
doors against the grest world. AH people*} 
hove a duly lo perform to their fellowmen, and 
that duty must not he evsded hy Ihe puttering 
excuse of a political boundary. 

It is not so generally known as it ought lo 
bo (hat Catholic missionaries have resided for 
more than half a century in Korea, opposing k 
hold and resolute front to the prejudices held 
by Ihe people against the •' Western barbarian*." 
Of these brave men, bishops and priests alike 
have shed th'ir blood snd sacrificed their lives in 
the pursuit of their duly, the result being that 
fully twenty thousand people have embraced 
the doctrine* of Christianity and help lo swell 
the ranks of the faithful. Iu the midst of dan- 
gers and toils indescribable, these missionaries 
have never omitted to seize every opportunity 
• offered them lo futther the interests of know- 
pledge, and man;,- important works on philology, 
history, geograp ly, etc., etc., have been given 
to the world j while tre.tarwof pric«k« v«ltt« 



THE JAPAN GAZETTE 



were destroyed in 1866, when the two bishop* 
tod seven priests were put to death. Now 
Monsignor Ridel, with (he assistance of hit 
missionaries, hat composed a grammar and dic- 
tionary of the Korean language. The former 
will be published shortly ; the latter U now 
ready. 

The Corean-Fretteh Dictionary contains about 
thirty thouannd wordt or characters, arranged 
in order of the Korean alphabet, a more con- 
venient, eimple, and logical method than the 
employment of foreign alphabetical order, since 
student* may adopt a variety of transliteration, 
while the twenty-five Korean characters will 
remain without change. The eyatemenn be 
mattered in n few hour*, anil offers no greater 
difficulty than the first ttudy of Greek. The 
work it a pronouncing dictionary, the touud 
of each word being expressed in romau letters; 
thia will prove invaluable to the traveller; 
while to render it still more useful, at the 
Koreant very frequently uteChineee character*, 
the corretponding meaning* are given in 
Chinete. Tlie system and trope of the work 
it very thoroughly explained in the preface. 

Two appendicet have been added, one show- 
ing the conjugation of a verb at an example 
tuitable for uae in all cases, the mott difficult 
feature of the Korean language being the great 
number, over eight hundred, finals that the 
student mutt matter. With thia clear example 
before hira the student'* labour will be mate- 
rially lessened. The second appendix ia geo- 
graphical, and givea (he name* and *ituation* 
of provinces, towns, river* and mountain*, 
together with the military tub-divisions. All 
this information has bseu very carefully ex- 
amined and corrected with the object of making 
it thoroughly useful snd trustworthy. 

Now that the first contribution of know- 
ledge of Korea hss been iasued, we sincerely 
trust the reverend authors will not stay 
their hands but go on with the good work. 
In course of time others will be found 
to follow the example now given and afford 
some valuable insight into the language, man- 
ners and customs of people, and of the country 
itself, now a sealed book. 

The typography reflect* very great credit 
upon Mr. Levy, of the Echo du Japan ; for. in 
spite of difficulties which to experienced 
printers seem slmoet imurraountsble, the 
dictionary is a very creditable specimen of the 



Ik H. B. M.'s Coubt fob Japak. 

Before K. T. RlSMlt, Esq., Judge. 

Monday, December IStk, 1680. 

T5A vi. W. H. Talbot and J. R. Aisous. 
proprietors and publishers of the Japan 
Qaittte. 

The defendants appeared in answer to tlie 



tat Haa Bbjtankic Mijim'i Coi'jrr ron Japan. 
The Ut day 0/ Dumber, 1880. 

Whereas information on oath baa boon laid 
before thia Court for that you did print ami publish 
in number 3924 of Saturday tlie 27th day at Novem- 
ber laat of a newspaper called the Japan Quart te 
printed and published by you and one James Eay- 
mond Anglin at tbo -'anon Uarette Printing Office 
at No. 70 Main Street Yokohama Japan a certain 
letter beaded •' Mr. Martin I>ohmen as a British 
Judge " and signed - British Subject " and con- 
taining serious imputations and contemptuous 
expressions against Mr. Martin Dohmen aa a Judge 
Of Set Britannic Majesty's Court for Japan. 



Therefore you aro huroby commanded in Her 
Majesty's name to appear before lhi» Court on 
Thursday the 9th day of December inalaut at 10* 
30" in the forenoon to shown cause why you should 
not be dealt with according to law for the aaid con- 
tempt. 

Counsel retained were Mr. Lowder for Mr. 
Talbot and Mr. Litchfield for Mr. Anglm. 

The letter referred to in the summons ia 
the following : — 

MB. MABTIN DOHMEN AS A BBITISH JUDGE. 

To the Editor of tho Jit/ton Qaeette. 

Sir, — The China and Japan Order in Cuuncil, 
1878, creating H. M. Court for Japan, pro- 
vide* that the judge ol that court shall h« a 
barrister of not lest than seven year* standing, 
(Sec. 9, sub-sec. 2) and that H. M. Consul 
for Knnagnwa shnll be Assistant-Judge (See. 6, 
sub-sec. 2) : il also direct* that in eaee of ihe 
death, absence or illness of the Judge or Assis- 
tant-Judge H M. Diplomatic Representative 
may appoint a fil pcr*"ii to act in one <T 
other ot these capacities (Sec. ID. sub-sec. 2}. 

A most imporlunt provision ot that Order in 
Council is that parties concerned in any matter 
or question heard and determined before the 
assistant-judge shnll, as of course, he entitled 
to a re-hearing before the judge, silling with 
the nsaistant-judge. or, in (ho unavoidable 
absence of the latter, alone. (Sec. 5, tub sec. 6). 

Section 101 of the Rule* of the supreme 
Court in China end Japan attached to the 
Order in Council, 1665, layt down that a re- 
hearing may be granted at the time of hear- 
ing if all parties are present, or by motion 
filed within fourteen days after judgment, ai.d 
after that lime by special leave. 

At the hearing of the case of Thomai v. 
Clod*, a small cauao suit, reported in Ihe local 
paper* of the 12lh instant, judgment with 
cost* wn* given for th* plaintiff. Availing 
himself of Ihe privilege accorded by the Order 
in Council 1878, as quoted above, the defen- 
dant then and there applied for a re- 
hearing. Mr. Dohmen, beforo whom the 
esse had been tried, informed the defendant 
that in the absence in the judgo he was sitting 
ss acting judge, and that, strictly (peaking, 
there Could be no re-hearing, but only an 
sppeal to Shanghai. To oblige (?) the defen- 
dant, however, ho would consider he had sat as 
arting assistant-judge and grant the re-heiring. 

Thia is by no mean* the first occasion in 
which Mr. Deb men has, during tho temporary 
absenre of the judge, assumed unto himself the 
prerogative of sitting as acting judge. So long 
as this was merely a harmless indulgence 
it mattered little how Mr. Dohmen waa pleased 
to style himself, but now that such eccentricities 
ssem calculated to curtail the privilegea enjoyed 
under the new Order in Council by suitors in 
H. M. Court for Japan, it is high time that they 
should be peremptorily made to cense. 

The plain fact ia, that Mr. Dohmen ha* no 
right whatsoever to sit as acting judge, unless 
under appointment from H. M. represen- 
tative in Japan (Sec. ID, sub-sec, 2.1. In the 
absence of such special appointment judgments 
pronounced and penalties inflicted by Mr. 
Dohmen sitting a* acting judge aro not only 
illegal snd absolutely null mid void, but might 
in many cases involve the self-styled acting 
judgo in consequences of a very serious and 
complicated nature. 

This appointment, moreover, should only be 
conferred on a fit person, and Mr. Dohmen 
does not possess the qualifications requisite for 
such on important and responsible judicial 
office, which the Order in Council. lb~8 
specially reserves, as a permanent appointmoot, 
for man of legal training and experience. 



In proof of this. I need but draw attention 
to the opinions and rulings of Mr. Dohmen in 
a few cases hoard before him within the last 

year : — 

1st.— Hi* attempts, on the 12th and 23rd 
August 1879, to interfere with the liberty of 
the press in connection with reports of lsw- 
suits. 

2nd. — His dictum iu the matter of a ehargs 
sgainst one McBride for larceny (Sept. 2nd, 
1879), that a con«tabl* has no right to arrest, 
without warrant, or without having seen the 
offence committed. (See Burn's Juitice of the 
Peate 30 ed. vol. 1, pp. 286 306 ; Broom's 
Commentaries vol. 4, pp. 386-388 : Stephen's 
Vommsntaria 7th ed. pp. 348 et seq , end 
! Roscoe's Digest of Evidence in Criminal Cairn 
i 8th ed. pp. 257 et icq. 

3rd. — His expatriation of a British subject 
during the investigation of a charge of assault 
and wounding, with threat* to do grievous 
bodily harm brought against Martin Hsrrold, 
and heard on the 12th December 1879. When 
brought up on the charge, the prisoner earnest- 
ly claimed his *tatn» as a British subject, cal- 
ling special attention to the fact that he was 
born at Brixton village, in Demerar*. aod had 
been registered a* such in the Kansgaws 
con»ul*te in February 1870. Mr. D»ha«o, 
however, refused to recognize him as a Britita 
•object and di*mis*ed the charge. N-x an 
iota of evidence was adduced to show that tb* 
roan Hsrrold had renounced hi* allegiance a* a 
Britiah suhject, and had become a neturalixed 
subject or ciliren of sny other state. 

4th. — His allowing the prosecution in th* 
charge of Regina (on the prosecution of L 
Wehrum) v. BlUn Walker (July 6lh. 1880) to 
address the courtin a language other than Eng- 
lish, snd not translating the statement then 
msde. 

5lh — His refusing, or neglecting to Uks 
tho evidence of witnesses for the defence in th* 
above trial. 

6lh.— His refusal at that trial to grant a 
re-hearing on the application of the defendant. 

7th.— His alteration* in the order after 
judgment delivered in the above matter, there- 

awaried^'the^oaecnt^n^ 

nature of the recoguixaooes to be entered into 

by the defendant. 

It is hard to conceive a more unaatisfactory 
condition of affairs ; or graver want of know- 
ledge of law and procedure on the part of a 
judge presiding in an English court. The 
situation contains not only elements of con- 
siderable danger to British subjects and the 
general public, but is calculated to bring dis- 
credit on the administration of justice in H.M. 
court for Japan. 

It yet remains for me to point out that, 
sitting aa acting judge, as Mr. Dohmen said hs 
did, at the hearing of the cause which has led 
me to address you (Thomas v. CUde), he con- 
sented, in order to oblige the defendant, to 
direst himself, after the termination of the 
proceedings, of a portion of hi* magisterial 
dignity, and resume the humbler duties of 
an acting assistant-judge, in order to secure 
tho defendant the privilege of a re-hear- 
ing. E convene, we may reasonably expect 
that on some other occasion it may auit Mr. 
Dohmen to confer an obligation of an exactly 
opposite nature, and, by suddenly assuming the 
office of acting judge, deny tho indisputable 
advantage of a re-hcartng. 

I trust it will not be deemed presumptuous 
on my part to conclude this communication 
with a word of advico to each and every one 
of the Yokohama resideut*; — Iu future cul- 
tivate friendly, if not intimate relations with 
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If r. Dohmen, even thonf(h it ba at a sacrihVe 
of othar and more plenaurabla pursuits, for the 
time may come when you will reqaire hia 
services as an '• obliging judge." 

A atrong conviction of ths extreme impor- 
nd urgency of the matters herein 
to ia my only apology for addreaaiug 
you. 

Tour obedient servant. 

BRITISH SUBJECT. 
Tokohama, November 26th, 1880. 



At the flrat hearing of this rule to ahow 
cause, the defendants, by their counsel, object- 
ed to the jurisdiction of the court. The argu- 
menta were rrportrd at leugth in the Ja/Mn 
Qauttt of lltli instant, the court taking time 
to conaider ita deciaion. This morning the 
defendants were present, together with their 
rounael Mr. Lowder for Mr. Talbot, and Mr. 
Litcbfiold for Mr. Anglin. At a few minutes 
after ten Hia Honour delirered the following 
judgment, diacharging the rule. The proceed- 
inga did not occupy more than a quarter of an 
hour, and the result appeared to be far from 
satisfactory to thoae present, and Severn 1 gentle- 
men who arrived from Tokio a few miuutoa too 
late were evidently diaappoiuted. 

Hia Honour laid : — 

Since Uto defendants last before me, 

I hare carefully considered the points raised 
by tbeir counael in their objection* to the 
jurisdiction of tltia Court. Their contention 
ia, that neither the Supreme Court for China 
and Japan nor this Court have any power of 
punishment for contempts of court save and 
except thoae especially conferred upon them 
by section 155 of the Order in Council, 
1865, and their argument is that thoae 
powers being analogoua with thnse vested 
in county courts by section 113 of the 
statutes creating thoae courts, tins case 
of the Quttrn r. Ltfroy (L. R. 8. Q. H. 134) 
is exactly in point and must govern my deci- 
aion in tho present instance. In the Queen 
v. Ltfroy it was held that tho judge of a 
ocsnty court in England had no power of 
punishment for contempt other than that 
vested in him especially by section 113 
of the County Court's Act. 1 have read 
the judgments in that case attentively, 
and find that, while there aro many pas- 
sages in them which, if taken alone, would 
seem to apply directly to tho jurisdiction of 
this conrt, tbcio are many others which 
render it uioru than doubtful in my mind 
whether tho eminent judges, who sat in that 
case, intended their observations to apply to 
the jurisdiction of such courts of record as 
tbe Supreme Court for China and Japan and I 
this Court. The lord chief justice s|reaks of 
" county courts and similar inferior courts," 
and both the other judges seem to allude only 
to inferior courts of record. The lord chief 
justice says : " no case can be found in which 
such a power (i e. a powor of punishing for 
contempts committed out of court) haa ever 
been exercised by an iuferii/r court of record ; 
but it is clear that his lordship did not 
mean to include in the category of inferior 
courta of record the supremo courts of colonies, 
for many cnaes were cited in the Argument 
before him, in which the authority of colonial 
courts t<> punish contempts committed out of 
court with lino and imprisonment had been 
duly upheld. Indeed in one of these cases, Sic. 
Vermoit r. Beaumont (L. R 2. P. C. 341), lord 
Chelmsford in ikdivering the judgment of the 
I'm')' Council said Not a .tingle cuss is to 



by one of the colonial coorta for contempt 
when it. appeared clearly upon tho free of tho 
order that the party had committed a con- 
tempt, thnt ho hid been duly summoned 
and that tho punishment awarded for the 



Subject" to be of a most improper and offen- 
sive description, that soroo of the statements 
made by him are, as I have every reason to 
believe, wholly untrue, while others betray 
tho writer's utter ignorance of English law 



contempt was an appropriate one, in which land the rules and procedure of this oouri, 
the coinmittoo (of tho Privy Conm-il.) has J I think the acting assistant judge might 



well have afforded to despise such utter- 
ances, but I must express my surprise and 
regret, that the publishers of a respectablo 
British journal should have allowed such an 
effusiou to appear in ita columns. 
The Kule i 



An inquiry was held to-day at H. B. M.'g 
Consulate by O. J. L. Hodges, Esq., H. B. M. 
'and P ro ' conlD '< '"to the circumstances attending 
tho death of John Williams, second mate, 
George Taylor, boy, Sophns Petersen, A. B. 
and Ule Christian Anderson, carpenter, of the 
British barqno Victoria Crott of Liverpool. 

After hearing tho evidonce of tbe master, 
Captain James Tweedie and of several of the 
crow, and rending the entries in the official 
log-book, tho pro-couanl rendered the follow- 

FntDraa. 

"I 6nd that John Williams, 2nd mate, 
George W. Taylor, apprentice, Sophns Peter- 
sen, A.B., of tho British ship Victoria Orott 
of Liverpool, official No. 47,550 met their 
deaths by drowuiug from that ship in lat, 
43° S. aiid long. 17° 30 1 E. on July 23rd, 
1330 ; and that Ole Christian Anderson, car- 
l«M>tc-r, of the same vessel, mot hia death at 
the same time from injuries causod by hia 
being struck by a sea, and that no blame 
attaches to master, officers and crew. 



(Signed) 



GEO. J. L. HODGES. 
Britith Pro-Gonttd. 



ever entertained an appeal of (his description. 

It ap|>ears to me, therefore, as I |minted 
out to tho defendant.*' counsel at the last 
sitting, to lie necessary for them lo ahow 
that this Court and tho Supreme Court for 
China and Japan are inferior courts of record, 
before thoy can sucoessfnlly contend that 
the case of the Queen v. Jjefrorj governs the pre- 
sent case. I fail to see that they have done 
so. They brought no authorities mid very 
little argument to boar on the point, 
seeing that these two courts — provincial 
courts are on a different footing — aro duly 
constituted under Orders in Council, are vest- 
ed with most ample jurisdiction over the 
persons and property of British aubjocta in 
China and Japan, are empowered to try 
capital cases and to sit as appellate courta, 
I certainly am most strongly inclined to 
hold, in the absence of any authority to 
the contrary, that they are superior 
courts of record having inherent to 
them as such, equal powers of punishing 
for contempt, to those which the supreme 
courts of Colonies (most of which nro also 
constituted under Orders in Council) duly 
exercise. Defendants' counsel, however, 
argued further on the authority of the Qrtcen 
v. Ltfroy that even if these courts !«• super- 
ior courts of record, having tnheront to 
them the power of punishments for contempt, 
tho fact of their being vested by section 155 
of the Order in Council with special and 
limited powers for the punishment of a 
certain class of contempt would impliedly 
limit their jurisdiction in all cases of con- 
tempt. In answer to thnt argument we have 
the opinion of Mr. Justice Qnain in the same 
case who says, " I should doubt whether if 
such a powor did exist, it could be taken 
away except by express words " ; and it ap- 
pears to mo that the dictum of the lord 
chief justice, upon which Mr. Lowder laid 
stress, must be taken as having application to 
inferior courta (not having such power in- 
herent to them) only. 

On the whole then, I am clearly of opinion 
that I should lie wrong in holding that the J 
objection to tl 
tained, but: — co 

affects the jurisdiction of tho Supreme Conrt 
for China and Japan equally with that of this 
Court, that it is doubtful to my mind, whe- 
ther, if I assumed jurisdiction in this 
matter, my decision could be reviewed by Jnd^nt was delivered yeeterday in ths 
the Supreme Court (in all ordinary matters I \ mUA .^V" C ? n,n L lftr T Ge " cr »l, °° nrt » 
the first court of appeal from my judg- " ,0 * ct r '°" bought by F. C. Spooner aa 
menu), and that the qu^tion would be mora K 7 ^u 7 . S " D, ! h t of San Francisco 
properly decided in tho first instance by !£ ft,,, * t Bnsh " ,,d . An K nik . Ifngfeldt. 

the Supreme Court itself; considering also 
that the power of punishing for contempt 
ont of oonrt is one which should only be 

exercised in cases of urgent necessity, that] "The Court finds that he (Bush) haa 
no such urgent necessity appears to me to I raudulently concealed either property or 
exist in the present instance, and that there goods to the valuo of at least $10,000 Mex- 
are other and sufficient means of proceeding iean which amount ho ia ordered to pay into 
against persons who may libel the judges Court. 

or officer* of this Court, I shall discharge the i It is also adjudged that tho plaintiff 
Role. ! recover of the defendant Bush the snm of 

In doing so, however, I consider it my duty j $24,4o0.00, with interest at 10 per cent from 
to say that I have read the publication in ro- the 2nd Juno lf^O, and costs, and that the 



An inquiry waa next beld into the oiremm- 
atancoa attending ths death of August De- 
mere, chief mate of the said Victoria Grott. 

After reading tho entry in the official log 
and hearing the ovidence of the master and 
several of hia crow tbe pro-oousul gave the 
following 

Fnroim. 

" I find that August Demere met hia death 
by drowning from the British ship Victoria 
Crott of Liverpool, official No. 47,550, on the 
27th July 1880, in latitude 43° South and 
jurisdiction has been sub- I longitude 17° 30* East and that no blame 
tdering that the point raised attaches to master, officers or crew. 

GEO. J. L. HODGES. 

Britith Pro-Contvl. 



(Signed) 



Wc give below tho conclusion of the judg- 
ment, and will publish the Terdict in foil 
to-day. 



spect of which these proceedings have been 

initiated, that L consider the communis upon 
the conduct and character of the acting 
assistant iuik-o of this oonrt, made by the 

* "British 



said defendant also pay tbe costs of oourt, 
ami the f« es of Oco. E. Rico and W. H. 
Talbot, accountants, who exn ruined and made 
up accounts from hia hooka and papers by 
order of tho court. 



soo 
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As to defendant Langfeldt, he on mad* a 
party to the action, aa appears upon the 
papers, and aa has hcen frequently stated in 
open Court by the counsel for the plaintiff, 
simply in order that the assets and properly 
of Bush in his (Langfeldt's) hand*, aa as- 
signee, migh' eplaced under tbe jurisdiction 
of thia Coui-t. 

The action of the said assignee under the 
assignment, »o far aa it appeara in the lesti- 
mony, it fully approved, but the assignment 
being hereby sot aaide on account of the 
fraud practised by defendant Bush, it is 
ordered that all the monies, goods and ease's 
of every description conveyed nnder the as- 
aignment be, above all legal charges, fees 
and expenses, paid into this court to 
be appropriated in such manner aa that of 
payment of the judgment in thia cause and 
to the remaining creditors of said Bush, as 
the court may, in a hearing to be hereafter 



An inquiry was bcld yesterday's forenoon 
at H. B. M.'s Consulate by G. J. L. Hodges, 
Esq., British Pro-consul, i ito the cireum- 
■tanoes attending the death of 0. Olaen. able 
seaman, on board the British ship Button 
Vols. 

The Pro-consul read the following entries 
from the official long. bonk : 

Not. 5th— Lat. .TT N., Long. 121° 24' E, 
O. Olaen off dnty complaining of cough and 
rheumatism. I treated him with saline 
mixture, cough pills and turpentine liniments 
according to the medical guide. 

Nov. 14. — Sulu Sea. O. Olsen reported 
tbe pain ceased but not much power in his 
left arm Bnd leg, still a cough. 1 considering 
him to be suffering from consumption treated 
him for the same according to directions in 
medical guide with nourishing food. 

Dec. 12th.— O. Olsen little worse : given 
him every attention. 

Dec. 13th.— Pacific Ocean. O. Olsen still 
ill and not being able to obtain any Bleep, by 
hia request I gave him 30 drops of laudanum 
iu a little port wino and put a man to attend 
to him*. At 9 p.m. I waa called by the man 
attending him, who said that Olsen, was 
dead, 1 wont to see him aud fouud such to 
be tbe case. 

John Kelly, able seaman, doposod : — Olson 
was ailing when ho came on board and 
gradually got worse. I think he had con 
sumption. He complained that he could not 
relish the ship's rations, and he asked the 
captain to sell him some other food, to which 
request the captain replied that he did not 
keep shop. The first day Olsen took to hii 
bunk, the captain went into the forecastle 
and dragged him out of the bunk. He 
showed me a mark on his legs where the 
captain had kicked him, and said the captaii 
called h ini a loafer and a bloodsucker. It ii 
not correct when the entry in the log says 
that a man was put in attendance on Olsen : 
there was uo one regularly attending to him. 
He had to ask any one to give him what 
assistance he wanted. 

Charles Brown, able seaman : — I remember 
tbo man Olsen being sick on board. Ho had 
hitherto been a strong man. 1 had been 
with bira in three ships. AfUr wo left 
Liverpool ho had a cough and an 
abeess inside his throat. Ho became worse 
and worse, and complained of pains in 
his feet. He said he could not eat the 
ship's rations, but when he asked for 
extra, food the captain gave it to him. 
think ho was laid up 40 days; the first day 
ho took to hia bed, tho captain hauled bim 
out of bis bunk and made bim go to work. 



saw Olsen sitting crying on tho deck ; I 
asked liim what was the matter, and ho told 
me the captain had dragged him out of his 
hnnk, hut that ho was not able to stand on 
his feet. I was at the wheel when that 
happened and I heard the captain call bim a 



John Wilson, ablo 
heard the entry in tho official log book read 
That entry is not quite correct. The captain 
did not give the sick man " nourishing 
food " an there stated, he did not. give him 
what he wanted to have to eat. Olaen com. 
plained that ho could not eat salt meat. He 
told me that when he had gone to bed from 
sheer weakness, ho was forcibly turned out 
of his hunk and from tho forecastle by the 
captain. The skin was scraped from his 
feet, by the violence of tho manner in which 
the captain dragged him. 

G. Buckingham, master of the Button 
Ynle, said:—! do not dony taking Olsen 
out of his brink, but I did not ill-treat 
him, merely pushed him out of the forecastle 
The statement just made in Court by Brown 
and Kelly is ft trumped up affair. It waa on 
the 1st November last when I fetched Olsen 
. ut of the forecastle. Aa soon as I was told 
hy Brown that Olsen could not eat the 
ship's rations I ordered tho steward to give 
him arrowroot with port-wine, and I went 
personally to see him every two or three 
days. The reward received a standing order 
front me, and it was not. necessary to ask my 
permission nt every meal to give tho sick 
man extra food. 

Robert Walsham, chief mato of the Button 
Vat*, said : 1 think tho master did all that 
he cottld for the sick man. 

William Wilson, ahlu seaman, said : 1 
think that ONen had all the attention from 
the captain that a sick man required. I hoard 
when the captain took him out of his bunk ; 
it sounded as if he took him out by force. 1 
heard him say the skin was off his leg. 

A Japanese cabin-boy stated that in the 
beginning of his sickness Olsen had no other 
rations than the ordinary ship's food, but 
when ho became very sick, then he had from 
time to time some arrowroot. That diet 
men cod shunt a month and a half ago. 

Tho finding will be given to-day. 



together in a fishing boat. Sixteen of these 
— twelve lacing of tho crew— were taken on 
hoard the Tohio, where they received every 
attention ; the other two refused to leave the 
fishing host. At ten minutes past seven th* 
TxtinhmiCt main and fore masts went by the 
hnsrd, and as no further assistance could Ve 
rendered, the Tohio continued her ▼ovage 
Out of the sixty passengers — ten of whom 
were females — on board the ill-fated vessel, 
all have been lost hut four, while the crew 
appear to have seized the only available 
means of escape from a horrible death. It 
is very pro ba bio that if the veasel had been 
provided with sufficient boata this terrible 
loss of life might have boon avoided, as the 
lire originated in the coal bunkers, and there 
would have been ample time to remove 
everyone from the burning ship. For sixty- 
four human beings to perish thus miserably 
within sight of land is fearful to contemplate, 
and the Government should and doubtless 
will make strict inquiry into the cause ol 
this sad disaster. 




Hioao. 

(Iliogo Newt.) 

Just after leaving Shimonoseki the Mi tan 
Bishi Company's steamer Toi-io-ro iru rescued 
the survivors of ono of tho most awful 
calamities which it has been our painful 
duty to record for some time past. By 
tho courtesy of the chief officer of the 
Tokio-maTu, we learn that the steamer left 
Shimonoseki nt a quarter to five o'clock on 
Sunday evaning, and at twenty minutes past 
livo sighted a ship on fire Tho T»ki» was 
directed at full speed towards tho burning 
vessel, and hy ten minutes past six was in 
close proximity to windward.- A boat wns 
immediately lowered, and on getting near 
it wns found that she was the Jupaueae 
steamer Tayokuni-maru, of 87 tons register, 
trading botwecn Osaka and Nakntsu. The 
vessel had on board when the tiro htoke out 
sixty passengers and a crew of twenty. two 
men. All had been lost, with the exception 
of eighteen, by the time the Tokio came up, 
and the wretched survivors were huddled 



Wo have ascertained some further par- 
ticnlnra of the burning of the ToyokuM-marv, 
which wo mentioned yesterday (14th inst). 
Tho ill fated vessel was quite new, having 
been only recently launched from tho works 
of Messrs. K. C. Kirby & Co., at Ono, and 
when the accident occurred was on a trip 
from Osaka to Sbimonoeoki. The owner 
>and a large numls-r of passengers were mi 
hoard, and everything presaged a plrasmt 
run until an alarm of lire was raised while 
the steamer was crossing the Idxumi-iikdii. 
Terrible confusion at onoe ensued, and si 
the conflagration was in tho coal hunkers 
nothing could be done to extinguish it, the 
vessel being without pumps or any other 
appliance useful for such a purpose. It is 
hardly credible, but we are assured tho 
steamer was so ill-provided that only three 
of tho ordinary buckets used for washing 
decks could he found! The solitary boat 
waa made fast over the position of the fire, 
and could not be cleared away, so that the 
wretched passengers were without any means 
of escape; not ovon lifo-buoys being part of 
tbe vessel's equipment Owing to the heat 
below it was impossible to get at the engines 
to slop them, and tho flames soon reaching 
the boilers, caused the steamer to be pro- 
pelled through the water at terrific speed. 
Some of the crew managed to get forward, 
and let go an anchor in the hope that it 
would impede ber progress through tho 
water, but the effect was almost impercep- 
tible. By this time tbe burning ship was 
only some twenty miles from land, and the 
Tokio-maru could be seen coming up to the 
assistance of those on board. 

It is certain that if at this time tbe Togo- 
leuni could have been stopped, all or nearly 
all the people on board would have been 
saved. But tbe veasel sped on, the flames 
drove the unfortunate passengers aft, and 
they in the Tohio-maru oould aoo them— men, 
women, and children — throwing themselves 
j overboard to escape the more painful death 
I inevitable by remaining in the burning ship, 
i The excitement on the Tokio-maru was in- 
tense, aud it must have been a fearful sight 
to witness theso poor creatures perishing, 
and no effort possible to save them. 

At length— owing it is supposed to the 
intense heat injuring some portion of the 
machinery — the Toyoknui suddenly stopped, 
aud the pursuing steamer wns enabled to get 
up; a boat was immediately lowered 
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would allow. Eighteen men wore 
found to bo bunging over tbe Teasel's sido 
clinging to ropes, nnd were taken oti board 
The Tokio-marn with tho exception of on< 
the purser— who insisted upon going to 



native place in a small 6shing-boa> which 
came op jnst at that time. These eighteen 
were the sole survivors of eighty-two souls 
who a few hours previously were ant icipat- 
ing a speedy return to friends, relatives, 
parents, or children. 

This burniug of the Toyokuui-mani is one 
of the most terrible catastrophes of tho 
kind we recollect Here is a new vessel, in 
calm weather, and within a few miles of land, 
lost with great sacrifice of life through the 
criminal negligenoo of the Government au- 
thorities in allowing a ship to go to sea 
unprovided with the commonest appliances 
which experience has demonstrated to bs 
absolutely necessary. This small steamer 
was over-crowded with sixty passengers, ami 
a crew of twenty-two men. Yet she had 
ouly one paltry boat, which was so secured 
as to be useless when the time of need came, 
no force-pumps for extinguishing fire, no 
bnckeU, or life-buoys, in fact none of those 
appliance without which no vessel, and above 
all a passenger vessel, should bo granted a 
certificate. 

The owner and captain of the Toyokuni- 
maru have both perished, therefore we will 



refrain from commenting upon their eonduct, 
but we assert that this frightful calamity 
demands from the Government rigid inquiry, 
and exemplary punishment of the official* 
who permitted tbe steamer to go to sea in 
auch a disgraceful condition. 

A private letter from Nagasaki informs us 
that Admiral Lessoffsky is progressing very 
favourably towards recovery, and resides on 
shore, so that he enjoys more advantages 
than can be procured on hoard ship. It is 
rumoured tliat the Japanese Government has 
made some representations on thosuhjoct of 
the occupation of Inasa, but the Russian 
authorities positively refuse to entertain any 
proposal having for its object a relinquish- 
ment of a spot so necessary, and indocd 
essential, in tbe event of a war withJChina. 
With reference to Corea, our correspondent 
states that five Russian men-of-war are under 
orders to proceed to the peninsula, and make 
the necessary surveys mod observations pre- 
paratory to au annexation of the country. 

(Hiogo S'tw* Translation.) 
Mr. Jubishi, the resident director at Gen- 
aanshin, Corea, of the Ikeda Trading Com- 
pany, is said to be very wealthy and experi- 
enced in business. He has, however, as I 



think, committed a grave error and done 
much to injure tho reputation of Japanese 
merchants in Corea, and disturh trade. 
Jolnshi mado a contract with one of the 
native merchants for the purchase of 350,000 
kin of flu and despatched 70,000 kin ..f it to 
Kobe by the Mitau Hishi Company's steamer 
Tagonoura-m<\rn He then nsked the com- 
pany to send a larger steamer to convey the 
remainder, and the 'f'nAni-m.iro accordingly 
arrived. While Jubishi was preparing to 
ship the halance of his purchase, he received 
a letter from Kobe stating that the market 
price, of Mux was less in Kobe than in Gen- 
annshin, and therefore if ho bought at the 
contract price a heavy loss would ensue. 
Upon this Jubishi refused to lake delivery of 
•riy more flax, and paid the Milan Bishi 
. 'ompiiiiv five hundred yen ns Compensation. 
The Co: can uitiiihitiit uag naturally very 

indignant when be learned that Jubishi had 



broken hi B contract, and immediately brought 
an action against him in the Tokoi;on Fu, 
which is still pending. The Corean, not 
satisfied with bringing an action, has lieaped 
all the flux in front, of Juhiahi'a business 
premises, imd threatened to set it on fire. 
The result of this unpleasantness has been 
that, the Corcans have lost confidence in the 
integrity of the Jnpanese merchants. We 
trust tho lawsuit will "produce a righteous 
judgment, and a better statu of fooling. 



NAGASAKI. 

(R. S. N. Eiprt*:) 
Six Russian men-of-war have arrived and 
one departed since our last. The fleet now 
in harbour comprises twelve sail, as follows : 
ilinin, ironclad ; Enrupa, Asia, Africa, crui- 
sers ; Rutboynick ami PUutoun, corvettes; 
A breek, clipper ; Mo*f.<iU) and Peier*burtj, trans- 
ports j Guruijitai, Nerpa, and 1'osfo. gun- 
hoata. Several of them, including the Minin, 
are, ws believe, expected to leave shortly for 
Kobe or Yokohama. 

The Corcans are evidently not gaining con- 
fidence with their increasing experience of 
Japanese and Jnpanese finance, as at present 
they quote 1000 of their native cash as equi- 
valent to yen 2.80, although formerly 1000 
ca$h was only equal to ijtn 



Moxsiel'r db Roar am, the newly arrived 
minister for Franee to Japvt. was wired in 
audience by his Majesty the Mikado yesterday, 
December 8th, when the minister presented 
his credentials. 




. str VaUica, Season, I. TOO, from Hour- 
Nagasaki ami Kobe, Mails and General 



ARRIVALS. 

Dee. 10, Jap. sir. TalaraiAo-Jfora, Nye, 1,40*, from 
Hakodate, Deo. 7tb, Mails and Genera), to M. B. 

M. 8. s. Co. 

Dee. II, Brit. »hip F.ilJmhop*, Flctt, 1,498, from 

Penarth, July 22nd, Cunts, to Order. 
Dec. 11, .lap. str. ira&aiuwra.Jfaru, Chrislcnsen, 

1,300, firm Kobe Malts sod General, to M. B. M 

B. 8. Co. 
Dec. 12, llrit 

kong, vis 

to P. 4 O. Co. 
Dee 14, Am sobr., 

£50 Fursaal Skios. 
Dao. 16, Brit. str. HarUr, Orandio, 1,840, from Loo- 

duu via Uoogkong, General, to Smith, Baker ft Co. 
Dee. 16, Brit, sloop Albotrott, Capt. Erring ton, 894, 

4-guns, 126 meo, from Chefoo. 
D»e. 15, Rasa, cruiser Africa, Capt. Atesooff, 14-guni, 

from Nagasaki. 
Deo. 15, Jap. str. Tokai-Maru, Hogg, 1,043, from 

Kobe, General, to M B. M 8 8. Co. 
Deo. 16, Jap. str. Koionoys-lfaru, Dithlefssm, 1,133. 

from Hakodate, Mails snd Gsneral, to M. B. M 3. 

8. Co. 

Deo. 16, Jap. str. Tokw-Uaru, Kwain, 2,118, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 

M. 8. S. Co. 

Dec. 16, Brit, str I7ly»»s», Thompson, 1,869, from 
London, via Hongkong, General, to Butterfleld 4 
Swirs. 

Deo. 17, frch. str. 1'ojja, Gairand. 1,6^2, from Kong. 

kong, Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 
Deo. 17, Brit. barq. ZmU. Peregrin*. 9 8. from New 

York, May 23rd, Kerosene and General, to J. D. 

Carroll ft Co. 

VaU. Parkioghan, 411, 

,300, from Kobe, iiu.l. ki.d G.ncral. to Ji. il. 11 
B. S. i o. 

Dee. tO Jap rU .Viioatn- Mara, Walker. 1.B0S, from 
Hongkong v.« Kobe. Mails and General, to M K. 
M. S. 6. Co. 



Deo. 17, Brit. I.arq. BuHoa 1 
from Liverpool, lie.eral. to 

Deo. 18, Jsp. sir. Wat/ran* 
1.300. from Kobe, iiu.l. ki 



Dec 20. Jsp barq. AwajitMrna-Maru, Crieirhtou, 690, 

from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. M. S. 8. Co. 

Doc. 2il, Jap. sU. I'ssMsAinus-Jfara, — , frum Naga- 
saki. C.eoentl, to M. B. M. S. S. Co. 

Deo. 2", Brit. rtr. Gatlu, Ki Hey, 2.7H4, from Hong- 
konir, Mails and General, to O. A O. Co. 



Dec. 21. Brit. str. Rvinonhirt, navies. l,*Jl, from 
London via Hongkong. General, to Adamson, Bell 

ft Co. 

Deo, 23, Jap. str. Tatasajo. .Vara, "oung, 1,280, 
from Shanghai and porta, Mails and General, to 

M. B. M. 8. S. Cn. 



DEPARTURES. 

Dee. 11, Brit. str. Oceanic, Metcalfe. 3,700, for Hong- 
kong, Mails and Gan.ral, despitcUed bj 0. ft 0« 

Co. 

Dee. II, H.M.S. Comtu, Capt. J. W. Bast, 2,888, 14. 

gans, 2,300 H.I'., 216 men, for a cruise. 
Dec. II. Jap. sir. <umii.i-.Vani. Hubeoat, 896, for 

Hongkong tis Kobe, mails and General, despatch- 

ed bv M. B. A. 8. *. Co 
Deo 12. Freli. str. Umuaitk. lloinery. 1,878, for 

Hongkong. Mails and General, despatched by M. 

M. Co. 
Dec. 13, J»p str. 

I, 300, for Kobe, Mails aod Gaoarel, 
by M. B. M. >. H. Co. 

Doc. 13, Jap- str. JiTuniamoto-aTaru, Dramntood, 1,840, 

Hir liakaiUte, Mails and General, daspn'-ohsd by 

M. B. M S s. Co. 
Dec 1 1, Car. brig Sfa.d Marian. 89S, for Nagasaki, 

Ballast, despatched by P. Bobm. 
Dec. 14, Jap. barq. .Sumaaoura-ifaru. Spiejfethal, 

924. for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by IC B. 

II. 8 8. Co. 

Dec. 14. Jap. str. Shinagavea- Afaru. Fvahm, 908, for 

Kusaki. Ueoeral, despatched by M. B. M. 8. S. Oo, 
Doc. 14, Brit. sir. /Xvaatairv, MacGacbeo, 1,618, 

for New York via An.oy. Geoeral, despatehed by 

Mctorilrsn. Ileinianti 4 <'o 
Dec. 16, 

for Shanghai 

paU hed I 

Deo, 18, Brit. str. VaUcea, Seatoo, 1,079, for I 
kong via Nagasaki, Mails and Gonoral, despa 
by P. a 0. Co. 
Deo 20. Am. ship Oay 0. flow, Reynold, 1,678, for 
Sao Francisco, OcneraJ. 

20, Jsp. str. Tokat-ifam, Hogg. 1.04^ for Kaba, 



i van. iieimanii a \ o 

Jsp. str. UtrosAtma-lfani, HaawaU, 1,870, 
tianghai and ports, Mails and General, das- 

Hl by M B. M. S. S. Co 



Co. 

Dee. 21, Jap. str. KoSonoys-Jfara, Dilhlafsao, 1,118, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, daspatchod by 

M. B. M. S. M. Co. 

Dee. 22, Jap. str. TaHo-ttaru, 8wain, 2,1*19, for 



by M. B. M. 8. 8. 

Deo. 23, Brit. str. CTZyssst, Thompson, 
don via Kobe, Nagasaki and China 
despatched by Butterfield ft Swire. 



PASSENGERS. 

Per Jap. str. TmHo-lfarM, for Shanghai and 
— M. da Balloy, Moasrs. da Nord, da Lapareyri, 
Cousit, Muller. Ileeck, Harris, l.yinan, Giasbitrg, 
Mason, K neh. Kenallosa, Knight, nnd 27 Japanese in 

cabin. 

Per Jap. str. ToJKUo/o-Jfaru, from Shanghai and 

porta r-Th* Ho... J. K. Switt. Mrs. Ssrift, Mia 
Torbrtt, Miss Crosbv, Messrs. T. Hellyer, A. H. 
Cole. L. Liutcolo, H. McTUrral, Dr. Van dor Hyde, 
Mr. Cocking- aud child, and 9 Japanese in oabia ; 194> 
Japanese and 6 Chinese in staeraga. 

Per Jap. sir. TiiJwehAo-lfarsi ; 
70 Japanese in » lee rage. 

Pec Jap. str. tvaWouea-Mari 

Japanefie i:i steerage. 

Per Jap. str, Sumida- J/aru for Hongkong via 
Kobe; — MoANr*. J. Iteid, Trorablo, Crabbte, Baoon, 
8, Cocking, and I Japannae in cabin. 

I'er Ficli. str. UennUeh. for Hoogkong ^-Mrs. 
Denison, Mrs. Lvkver and infant, Mr. aod Mis. 
Catteiibntoli. 2 ctildren and Mrvant, Mr. aod Mrs. 
J. Denkhai, 2 children, and asrvaat, Messrs. ft. Deck- 
bai. Bid), Massacbi, Ub;sgbi, Tauabaa, Shimidzo, 
| Snvoni, Sasaki, Manaer, Riocke, Kemer, Cbegaet, 
I Siolei. Hayano, Gagliandi, Do Mare, Okada, Hashi- 
moto, Domerque, Morstti, Amate, baoooni, and Far- 
' nandes in oabia. 



502 



THE JAPAN GAZETTE.;^. 



P«r Brit. Itr. ilalaetn from tlongkong: — Mr. B. 
H. Pratt, Her. C. P. Warreo, M Lm laspuri, and 1 
Chinese In eabiu. From Kobe : Mr. Cartor and 
1« Japanese 

Per -tap. itr. J'im»n«me-Maru, for Shaimliai nnd 
porta i — Sir, and Mt* Stout and twn chi'don, Rcvd. 
0. L. Maium, wife nt.d inftnt. Mr itnd Mrs rio>d f 
Mrs Dal Unqoe and ohild, 11, a h. Vincent, MUs A. 
Kiibr, Miss Jones. Revd. C. W. ff;.t»im and wife, 
Messrs. J. 0. Walab, A. i eHranl, A. C'henne, H. R. 
Hill, E. C. Kirbv, t'haplaln Crawford. C. W. Reyn- 
dors, Lt. McLian, Herd. C. W. Warren, Crabbie, aad 
1G Japaoaae in cabin. 

Per Jap. air. ToKe-Jforu, from Shanghai and 
porta:— Sir Samuel and Lady HaVor. Le cheTalior 
d« Meulenaer. Dr. II. M. Perkins. Rev. Unlic* 
Meters. Prilcliard, J. Johnson. U.S., 0 M«. tin A 
D. Kleinwnrt, and 32 Japanese in dibin ; 2 Eun>. 
pesos, 7 Chinese, 313 Japraeae in •ieer»«f. 

Per Brit. str. Ulyttta. from Loo dun via Hongkong: 
— Hra. Mafeeo, 2 children, and nurse. 

Per Frcb. atr. 1'otja. from Hongkong ; — Mr. Le 
Cam Ho. Frnen Maieoille : Mnn. and jldnt. Hull, 
Messrs. Koariioukn, S.ms*. aud Shind». From >ing»- 
po o : Mr. Lnocitii (leafs* in cabin. 

Ter Urit. atr. Malacca for Honitkonsr via Nagasaki: 
— Lieut. G. Drury. R«». Mr. Piper. Mr*, Piper S 
t iu ftibin j Is Chinese in alter. 
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Per Jap. »tr. 
Strauss in 
steerage. 



from Kob*:-ilr. 
and 70 Japanese in 



from Hongkong : — For Sin 
Jr., and 251 Chinese iu 



Per Brit. atr. Gaeli 
Francisco: B. Spance 
a tee rage. 

Per Jap. llr. Nii(aU-lfar» from Hongkong via 
Kobe:— Mr. C. Grant, Mr. M. Crob in cabin i 2 
Europeans, 6 Chinese, and 100 JNpaneac iu steerage. 

Per Urit. atr. Kadnorihirt, from London via Hong- 
kong.— C»pt. Smith, Mr. Songster, and Mr. Thur- 
men*. For Kobe : Mrs. Nankemll and 2 otiildreo. 



REPORTS. 

i steamer Barter , reports:— Left Hong, 
kocg on the 7th December at * p.m. Had shook 
monsoon and haarj sea on the China coast ; thence 
fresh north-westerly winds and fino woathor to porta. 
Arrived at 7 p.m. on the 16th. 

The Japanese steamer Tokia-Sfard, reports :— Left 
■Shanghai on December 6th. Fresh N. W. winds 
increasing to a hard gale from N.W. with high I 'earn 
sea. Ship labouring and straining »eiy much, taking 
a K'reat deal of water on dttck. Blowing very bard 
with heavy hail and mow aqualU during the gale 
had our guards and paddle boxes broken up, nnd were 
hove to for seven home. Arrived at Nagasaki on 
the 11th at 1 a m. Left Nagasaki on the 12th at 
midnight. Arrived at Shimonosekl at 3 p.m. on tho 
ltth. Left Bhimonoaeki at 4V> p m. on the ISth, 
and at 8.10 p.m. sighted a ship on Are \ steamed np to 
her and got within a short distance of the burning 
•hip; at 6.10 lowered a boat end went to the burning 
•hip ; found her to be a Japanese steam ship TV'oJturi 
Mum, 87 tons, from Osaka to Kakatsu, with HO pas- 
sengers and £3 of a crew. We took 12 crew and 4 
pA.wmgcTS oat of a fishing boat lying close by the 

refnse-t to leave 



bnrning steamer, and two men reft 
the fishing beat , then we brought the 
steamer on board of the Tnkio Jfaru in 



captain o( the 
iu our own boat 
at 7.10 p m , wbsti our boat was close to the burn- 
ing steamer her fme and main masts went overboard. 
The earvivors were properlv attended toon boaid 
oi tie 7'oJh'o Jforu. They say the Are Originated in the 
eeul bankers. Out of 81 lives, 1$ «aved on boa. a 
S S. Toki* ,1/aru, I men retuaed to leave the finh- 
ing b.»t ; 84 lives lo-t out • f which were lk) wo. 
men. Arrived at Kobe, at 4 p.m., I ltth D eemb- r. 
Left Kobe, 6 pin, 1 itti December. Fresh NY? 
breesa a- d clear weather. Arrived at lo&ouaavi 
16th December, 3 a.m. 

The British steamer Ulysses report*: — t-eft Hour. 
kong on the 8th instant. Experienced »trong N.R. 
monsoon first three day aftewards to 16th variable 
winds and fine weather. Hence to port acronu 
westerly winds with fine weather. Arrived at Yoko 
bama on tbe 16th at MO a.m. 

The British steamer rVoslir, report* : — Left Hong- 
kong on the 13th ir<-t. at 3.1*0 p.m. Had moderate 
monsoon in tbe China .-ea*. and fine weather on the 
Japan eoaat. Arriving at Yokohama on tho 19tb 



Will be puhlithetl oit or M<*r»th* \hlh January. 
1881. 

r I ^IIIS v/.-irk hat roc*ived no mnch on- 
-»- coura-fcincnt. tlmt the publishers have 
taken grtat pain* to maintain in the new 
edition tho roputatioti it has jrained for 
futltieaa and accuracy of information in every 
matter useful and interesting to the native 
and foreign populations. 

The conrlesv of the government office* has 
supplied careful corrections of the several 
state departmental lists ; and for the con- 
venienre of officials and others, the private 
addresses of tlio minisU"rs, vice-ministers, 
and hi){lier officers of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, will bo added. 

In response to numerous request*, an 
attempt will bo made to (rive a complete list 
of names and addresses of the leading native 
merchants ..f Yokohama and Tokio. There 



A Ti.BrL.tR SrATBMEsrx or rag Fc ud Km 

INTO WHICn THE KmpIRS is DIVIDED ; with area, 
|ioritil:itir>n, chief towns and distances from 
tiio metropolis, ground under cultivation, 
avernirtf rr..ps, sehnols, &c. 

The foregoinp; will form the ohief additions 
to tbe fortbconiing volume, but a quantity of 
other usefnl information will bo added. 

Finally, the utmost c*ro will be taken to 
ensure accuracy. Any person kind enough 
to point out ndditions. Alterations, or im- 
provements in any direction, will confer » 
favour upon the publishers. 



are many difficulties to be overcome in an 
undertaking of this sort, nnd for their first 
renture in this direction the publishers ink 
the indulgence of subscribers. 

In addition to the contents proper to a 
Directory, the volume for 1881 will contain 
as appendices :— 

A finely lithographed Map or thi Fobeiox 
SrrrtgMKXT and Bmjkf or Yokohama, cor- 
rected to tho latest ditto, with all the newly 
sold lots of land, roads, boundaries, Ao. 
Tho map, '2G inches by 18, will prove an 
invaluable accessory to a directory iu which 
the chief guide to situation is a series 
of numbers, which alone and unaided convey 
little meaning, especially for the bluff. 

Ax ExciuNO* Tabm or Dollars iirro 
Steblixo and Sterling ixro Dollars, from 
3;'t> by one-eighth of a penny to This 
supplement to ordinary exchange tables is 
out of print ; and many inquiries have been 
lately made for it. 

A List or all the Banks, National and 
Private, established in Japan ; with details 
of luentton ; duip of estiililinhmrnt ; capital, 
original and additions thervto; authorized 
noli) issue, mimes of pn-aideuts, directors, 
mnnngers, and number of branches : to- 
gether with the government rules and 
regulations appertain ing tlieteto. The na- 
tional (tanks now established number one 
hundred and fifty-three; and beyond the 
roere circumstance that sneh institution)* 
exist in J»|>itn, tho foreign c-ommunity have 
no information concerning theln. 

A CoMrHEngssivK Sdmsiart or the Foprion 
Trade or Japan : raoa 186b io 187i> wclcsivi; 
with tnbulur statements of t lie chief imports 
nnd exports ; and other minute and exact 
information invaluable for 



The Directory has a Urge circulation ; it 
has been most favourably noticed by the 
l>n'ss of Knrope, America, and China; and it 
offer»nn excellent medium for advertisements, 
which nre inserted at almost nominal rates 

Orders for Advertisements in the DlRECtott 
may bo forwarded to tho following Agents 
for the publications issued from the J» eat 
QwtU Office : 

SAX FRaKCISCO: 

"Nsws Lsttss" Omcs, Merchant-street. 

L. P. FISHER, 81, Merchants Exchange. 
NEW T0BK : 

ANDREW WIND. 118, 
PHILADELPHIA : 

WARD A LIPSIAN, " 
LONDON I 

GEO. STREET, 30, Cornhill, K.C 
00RD0X A 00TCH, 
HU1. B.C. 

JAMES WILSON, 6 Talbot Court, B.C. 
KIRKLAXD. COPE A Co.. 23 Salisbury St 
Strand. 

II 1060 and OSAKA: 

GEO. WHYMABK A Co. 



■ • 
i 



' Orvtci 



XA(iASAKI t 



HONGKONG! 

" Daily Paiaa" Omci. 
KELLY A WALSH. 

SHANGHAI : 

HALL A HOLTZ. 
KELLY A WALSH. 

YOKOHAMA : 

KELLY A Co. 
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